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PRt A UL,

HE folrwing fbeets are

prefented to the publick on
a prefumption that they may be
[ferviceable.  The author, at
lzaff, is not confcious of hav-
ing maintained any  opinion
through prejudice, of aflerting
any falt without autbority, or
of having followed any other
guide than reafon and expe-
rience.

The firft fretch of this effay
was originally defigned for a
Small circle of friends, who
weekly [fubmitted to each others
examination their thoughts on
Ag 1he




PREFACE.
the different difeafes of the hu-
man body. As it bappened to
meet  with their approbation,

the author frequently revifed
it, and, from time to time,

added [uch obfervations as oc-
curred to him.

dome years after, wbhen be
was a candidate for a degree
in the Univerfity of Edinburgh,
and, according to their fla-
tutes, a Latin treatife was ex-
petted from bim, bhe digefled
bis feattered obfervations with
greater accuracy, and made
them publick in a form no other-
ways differing from the pre-

Sfent,
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PREFACE..

Jent, than that the language
was Latin, and the plan more

confined.

The firft part of this effay
contains the general doltrine
concerning dropfiessy in which
the [cat and nature of this
difeafe, the [ymptoms obferv-
able, and the different caufes,
are confidered 5 the circum-
flances  from which the event
may probably be foretold are
pointed out, and the proper in-
dications of cure are laid down,
with the method of executing
each.

In the [fecond part, which
treats of the different [pecies

of

I




PREFACE.
of ‘the difeafe, the fame order
is obferved as in ihe former,
As the knowledge of the lat-
ter paris d;:pfﬂdj on what bas

preceded, the whole is divid-

ed into [eltions, to which num-
bers are prefixed 5 fo that by
referring to thefe, repetitions are
avoided.

In this New Edition 2he au-
thor bhas endeavoured, by what
aﬁﬁaﬂm be could obtain from
books, and the converfation and
criticifms of bis friends, to ren-
der this eflay more compleat and

ufeful.




CONTENTS.

THE Jfeat and name of the dif-
eqfe Page 1

PARBT K
Of the Dropfy in general,

Symptoms 8
Caufes 9
Prognofis 206
Indications of Cure 27
Indication ﬁfﬂ 28
Sfecond 47
third 74
PART Iy
The divifion rgf Dropfies into di ﬁ.f/fd
and incyfted

CHAP




CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1
Of the Diffufed Dropfy,

Page
Seat of the difeafe 78
Symptoms 8o
Caufe and Prognofis 82
Cure 10:d,
Its different Species,
General Anafirca 83
Scrotal Anafarca 102
Subcutaneous Hydrocephalus 106
Diffiufed Dropfy of the Spermatic
Cord | 108
of the Mefentery 109
of the Mediaftinum 113
L. o the Lungs 115

PART'HYCHAYP 11

Of the Incyfted Dropfy.
Natural Simple Cyfts 117
Drap




e e ——

DN TENTS.

Page
Dropfy of the Uterus 118
of the Fallopian Tubes 1273

Preternatural Simple Cyfts. 125

Of the Hydrogloflum 137
Hydrocele in the Spermatic Cord 1471
Hydropical Cyfls between the containing
parts of the Abdomen 142
Incyfted Dropfies of the Belly 142
of the Ovarium 149

of the Breaft 152

Baflard Hydrophtbalmia 156

Compound Natural Sacs 158

Dropfy of the Foints 160
vetween the Tunica Vaginalis
propria and Teflis 163
Afcites 170
with the Hydromphalus, felt.

134 185
Dropfy of the Thorax 1836
of the Pericardium 199

Of

e
= - i

o
-
=

— e
— T

==

e e e

-

e P T i s S B I T T

e I S by SRS e

s

wiatn 7 Ik
el

- . -
SRR T T

s T T T T M
¥ o e

e et
T R e e
= i r-"'-J_'.__i_._.'

e e B il T TR A
= = =1

— e



e e
. = okt —

CONTENTS.

* Page

Of the true Hydrophthalmia 203
Internal Hydrocephali 205
Of Water in the Ventricles of the Brain
212

Of the Baflard Hydrocephalus 214
Dropfy of the Spinal Marrow 215

E R KUTVA

Page 3, line 6, for cavaties read cavitiesy p. 7y
I. 17, for bydadites vead hydatides; p. 25, L.
1, for recepticles read receptacles 5 p. 41, 1. 1.
for forciable read ﬁrcibf&'; p. 123, L. 1, for

decative read deficcative; p. 126, 1. ult, for

1. read o p. 127, L 26, for againk read

ﬂg:’?ﬂi I's




= HE cavities of an animal
\§® body, however empty
= they may appear after

%5 death, are all of them

 during life filled either
with fluids, or with folid fubftances,
or with both ; and their fides, which
are compofed either of bones, carti-
lages, membranes, or muftles, have a
§ conftant preflure to fuftain from the
bulk, weight, or rarefaGion of their
contents.

| 2. The cavities are of four different
Ti kinds. 1. Thofe in which the blood,
& B and
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| 2  OF DROPSIES.

| and other liquors of the bedy circu-~
I late ; fuch as the heart, arteries, veins,
and other veffels. 2. Thofe which re-
ceive the liquors fecreted from the com-
mon mafs of blood, in order to con-
vey them out of the body, or to de-
| pofit them in fome larger cavity ; fuch
il as the alimentary u.::mml, the wind-
i pipe, the gall and urinary bladders, the
| uterus. ‘3. Thofe cavities which have
| B liquors depofited in them by the exha-
{! lent arteries, and from which there is
no other egrefs but by the abforbent
| veins; fuch are the cellular membranes,
the ova in the ovarium. 4. Thofe that
contain other organs; as the head,
thorax, abdomen, {crotum, and cap-
fule of the joints. All of this laft fpe- i
cies have their internal fubftance con- |
| ,  ftantly moiftened with fine thin™ li-
F ' quors thrown out from the orifices of
numerous arteries, to be taken up a-
gain by the like extremities of veins,

and the greater part of the fecond {pe-

3. The fluids contained in the firft,
cies l
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OF DROPSIES. 3

cies of cavities, being compofed of va-
rious heterogeneous particles endued
with different properties, give rife to
innumerable diftempers.  But a few of
the fecond, and all the third and fourth
kind of cavaties, abound with thin
watery liquors, which, when colleGed
in more than the ordinary natural quan-
tity, caufe the difeafe called vdpen) by
the Greeks, and from thence named
Dropfy () by the Englith; the phece-

nomena,

(@) Dropfy isa corruption of the Gree
vdpwl, derived from vdwp, waier,

From this word vdwp, compounded with the
name either of the difeafed part, or of the qua-
lity of the extravafated liquor, or of the name
of fomething which the tumified part was
thought to refemble, were formed the Greck
names of the different forts of dropfies : T

Hydrocephalus, vdpoxe®anros, or vdaoni®ea o,
Droply of the Head, fron

dead.

word

FTUSy
: T om, " 1 - SR )
L Vowpy and xeDain the

Hydrophthalmia, vdpsDSaApie, Dropfly of
the Eye, from ‘...T:?:-;,‘I'J and :,L:"E'::Llufr;; the Eye,
Hydrogloflum, vdaoynwraey, Dropfy of the
Tongue, from :f-y“a;ln. and Yawsee the Tongue.
Hydrarthron, Lf:TIc.xlnSrPsp} Dropfy of a Foint
from vdwp, and ospJpov @ Foint,
b )

2 Hydrom-

: |

T

i R i i T o =
[ ——r =

e L

e e

e L L e

=
o
oo

" i




i ~OF DROPSIES.

nomena, caufes, and different kinds of
which, with the prognofis and method
of cure, is the fubjet of this Effay.

Hydromphalum, vdpop@arav, Dropfy of the
Navel, from tjﬁ”:;:p, and opQahos the Navel.

Hydrocardia, vdpoxepdie, Water in the Peri-
cardium, from Jé"u:p, and mxjs-é‘mz the Heart.

Hydrocele, dpoxnin, any firt of watery Tu-
mor, but by cuftom confined to fignify only col-
leQions of water in the fcrotum, from vdwp,
and xnan a Tumor. :

Hydrops Anafarca, udpud cvacopra, a Drop-
[y among the Flefhy from ecve, between or among,
and copf Flefh,

Hydrops Leucophlegmatia, AevxoQAsyparic,
from Asuxov white, and Qrsypa Phlegm.

Hydrops Afcites, doxitns, Dropfy of the Bel-
ly, from acxos, @ Bottle, the belly, when dif-
tended with water, being thought to refemblea

full bottle.
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Of the DROPSY in general.

SYMPTOMS,.

4. T OO great a quantity of wa-
tery liquors collected in a
cavity diftends its fides, and

enlarges its fize, prefles on the fur-

rounding parts, difturbs their functi-

ons, and gives am uneafy fenfe of
weizht to the patient.

5. Thefe {ymptoms appear {ooner
or later, are milder or more fevere, in
proportion to—1. The greater or lefs
force with which the fides of the ca-
vity containing the water refift the dif-
tention.—2, The fafter or flower re-
pletion of the cavity by the extravafa-
ted liquor.~—3. The degree of fenfibi-
lity in the fides of the diftended cavi-
B3
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6 OF THE DROPSY.
ty.—4. The ufefulnefs, &c. of the

neighbouring organs.

6. Limpid water will not of itfelf
change the colour of the parts in
which it is contained ; and therefore
dropfical parts which light can per-
vade, when viewed between the eye
and a bright light, appear: pellucid.
But as the water of dropfies is not al-

ways pure (4), the want of pell ucidity
muft not be taken for a certain fign
that the difeafe is not a dropfy.

7. Water colle¢ted in a foft part
yields to the touch and may be felt
fluctuating ; but when the fides of the
cavity in which it is colleted are of a
thick and rigid texture, and are very
full and greatly diftended, or when
the quantity of the contained water is

() I have often feen it of a greenifh, a
brown, or a bloody colour: fometimes alfo it
refembles milk, of which fee hiftories in Baffi
obf. med. dec. 2. obf. 7.---Hiff. de Pacad. des
fciencesy 17Q0 and 171Q.

very




OF THE DROPSY. 4
very {mall, this undulatory motion of
the fluid is fcarce perceptible.

8. When the thinner parts of the
water fo colleCted are al‘m_l_"prbcd by the

yeins, the remainder grows thick, ac-
quires a mucous or gelatinous confift-

e —

ence. and the difeafe then puts on a |
s P

different appearance (c).

9. The organs macerated in this
hydropick fluid become foft, lax, and
weak., If the water turns acrid it cor-

rodes the neighbouring parts, and fome
of its acrid particles being abforbed
and mixed with the blood bring on
fevers, convulfions, and other {fymp-

foms of acrid circulating fluids: hence

(¢) Hiftories of Hydadites, gelatinous, fiea-
tomatous, and other tumours found in the ova-
rium. Nuck., Adenograph. cap. 8. and Philsjopb.
tranf. no. 466. felt. 4—Thick gelatinous mat-
ter among the muflcles, with a large bydropick
fac adhering to the womb. Epuem. German,
1742, 0bf. 94.--=Jelly in the abdomen. Bar-
bette Prax. p. 169.
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8 OF THE DROPSY.

we fee how dropfies may produce ma-
ny other diforders (d).

10. Hydropical waters, by their
prefiure on the veflels near them, muft
obftruét more or lefs the courfe of the

—_

any confiderable veflels, the heart and
lungs are in danger of being gorged
with tco much bloed ; efpecially when

(d) The furface of the heart and pericardium
is often eroded by water contained in this laft
named cavity, of which fee examples in Aéta
Hafnienf. wol. 1. 6bf. 89. Franc. Sylvii. Prax,
med. lib. 1. cap. 26, fec. 26.---The diaphragm
has been perforated by the erofion of water con-
tained in a t:w,ﬂ: in tl*-e thorax. A& Haﬁum{

Ly ——

to ttht pI‘{JE‘ﬂL‘dEj]U from a peihlﬁntlal va-
pour, the perfon who let it out fell into a pu-
trid fever, and angry puftules arofe from
every part of his hands or fingers on which the
leaft drop of the' water had fallen. Philofoph.
tranf. no. 454. [efd. 4. ---In almoft all afcitical
bodies we find more or lefs of the inteftines i -
flamed or corroded by the water. |

the




OF THE DROPSY. ¢

the motion of the fluids is accelerated
by exercife, fever, ftimulating food, or
the like caufes. Hence the dyfpnea
and frequent cough of many hydro-
pick people (¢), and the more than or-
dinary fize of the heart obferved in
the diflection of fuch ( f).

. A U S E S,

11. Many and various are the caufes
of dropfies, the principal of which are
the following.

12. A weaknefs and laxity of the
fibres: this is a frequent caufe ; for
when the veflels do not a& with {uffis
cient force the fluids become of a2 wa-
tery confiftence, and the orifices of the

(¢) I cannot affert, as many writers have
done, that dropfies are always attended with
dyfpnea and cough ; for daily experience fhews
us that feveral (pecies and degrees of dropfy oc -
cafion neither of thefe fymptoms.

(f) Many obfervations of the large fize of’
the hearts of thofe who died of dropfies may be
vead.in Bonet, fepulchret. anat, lib, 2 & 3

Bz exhaling,
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1o OF THE DROPSY.

exhaling arteries Lur‘g too weak, al-
low a greater quantity of liquors than
eudwn**” to pﬂi} thro’ them, while the
veins bcmﬂ weakened in at leaft an
equal pmpmuen do not abforb fo

.« much as tl 1ey were wont to do.

This weaknefs may be brought on
by many different caufes: for exam-
ple, by any great evacuation, efpeci-
ally by hhmnwl’ﬂ by a mmﬁ cli-

te (b); by an unaétive {fedentary

(z) A fu cutancous dropfy occafioned by the
n*cnl" ual difcharge contini ling too long. Foreft,
lih. 10. rs’_;’ 35.~DBy LL*[}‘Hlmg of blood. Ibid.
atf. 42— 1'wo hiftories of the like difeafe from
frequent an lr '"r'l ecding at the nofe. Schenk.
[-r:.'lr?p'. f1b. 3. ae bydrope, m’g 9.—A dropfy from
pifing of blo r‘ﬁ' fbid. obf. 12.---"Two drop=~
fics cccafioned by to n ﬂtﬂ ent letting of blood.
Mifee "-":" LY c“f a:ad. nat. curief, dec. 2. ann, 2
r"l".' xf 0y~ = B rpﬂ. of blood on opening veflels.
under the f.umh, {bid. anns 10. 0bf. 34.—One
from a flocding after an abortion in the third
month, Flaffman, oper. tom. 3. cap . 14. de by~
drope, obf 3,-- An afcites after vomiting eigh-
teen puul*.:'.rbs ¢f blood, River. 5{;"7 commun., 15.

cch,---The fame from a fpitting of blood.
L_.-',-:r'.:,- . exercit, med, de .ﬁ"":’fr‘rfn.“, a&grot, 2,
| People in Holland, and other fenfiy coun-
1‘:1-_5, are more fubject to ‘dropites than thofe

who live in a more pure dry alr. ]
]11%‘3




OFTHE DROPSY: 21

life(z) 5 by too thin watery diet(Z);
by difeafes that caufe a diminution of
the

(i) A hydrops peftoris from a fedentary ftu-
dious life..  Bonet. fepulch. anat. lib. ti. fel?. 1.
obf. 76.---Ramazzini de morb. artific. fhews, by
a variety of examples, how much more frequent
droplies are among thofe whofe employment re-
guires a fedentary life, than among thofe who
are obliged to be more altive.

(£#) A young woman, a nurfe, having, inor-
der to increale her milk, drunk immoderately,
night and day, of beer, fometimes by itfelf,
fometimes mixed with milk, contraéted a mon=
ftrous afcites. /illis, Pharm. ration. part 2.
cap, 3. fed?. 2.---See fuch another cafe in Aifeel.
r:wmf a.n. ¢, dec. 2. ann. 9. obf. 133.--An afcites
from frequent hamorrhages, and too liberal a
ufe of fmall liquors. Philsf. tranf. num. 471,
feét. 15.---The following cafe I had from Dr.
Fothergill : A perfon who bad been ordered to
drink barley- uur-'._r plentifully, to remove a fe-
ver, drank about fix quarts of this liquor dai-
ly, during a month, and acquired an obftinate
and almoft incurable anafarca.---Schulzius tells
us a very pretty experiment relating to this fub-
ject: he bled a very ftrong dog till he almoft
fainted, and then forcing hun to f‘r‘hﬂlf}l‘ﬁ.’ a large
quantity of water, he foon became hydropick,
De elaflic. effect. im Haller. difput. anat. wol. iii.
p. 670.---Dr. Hales, by the lulp of a funnel
fixed in the jugular-vein of a living dog, poured
blood-warm water into ity with a force equal to

taat
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12 OFPF THE DROPSY.

the ftrength, either of the whole bo-
dy (/), or of fome particular part (7).
Whatever is the original caufe of a

that of the heart, and as the water entered at
one end of the cut vein, the blood run out at
the other, which was gradualh more and more
diluted ; and in half an hour the creature became
dropfical, baving both anafarca and afcites..
Heaemafiat, exp. 14.

(/) Ananafarca after a quartan ague. Hoff~
man, oper. tom. i1, p. 4. cap. 14. de hydropes.
obf. 2.---We had a great many dropfical caies
after dyfenteries, agues, &c. in the hofpital at
Ejmburuh in the year 1746, among the loldiers
who came over from Holland and Flanders.---

. Another fuch cafe from a tedious difeafe followed

by a diarrhea. Forefl. b, xix. obf 29.---It is:
needlefs to quote more examples of this- kind,
for every one in praltice {ees fuch daily.

(m) A hydrocele from a bruife on the fad-
dle, Turner’s Surgery, wol. i. p. 229.---A drop-
fy of tha beily from a blow on the right fide.
Mead. mon. med. cap. 8.---Of the foot from a
luxation of the ancle. Riwver. cent. 3. obf. 75.
---We had fome months ago, in St. George’s
hofpital, a patient, Robert Damyerin, who was
received into the houfe for an anafarca, which
he attributed to a {prain of his wrift in lifting a
burthen ; immediately he faid his- wrifk began to
fwell, and the {welling fpread from thence all
over his body. '

dropfy,




OF THE DROPSY. 13

dropfy, it may be concluded, from
{ec. g and 10, that more or lefs of the
patient’s body will be weakened by
{uch a collection of extravafated fluids,
and that in proportion to the extent,
continuance, and effe¢ts of the dii-
eafe ; and therefore the droply itfelf 1s
acceflary to the increafe, or even. te
the bringing on of this caufe which
we have been now confidering.

13. When the proper organs for the 5

gxcretion of watery liquors do not al-
low them to pafs off, the fuperfluous
watery ferum that remains in the body,
often occafions dropfical fwellings in
the parts on which it is difeharged () :

and

(n) A fubcutaneous-dropfly from a fuppreflion
of the menfes. Foref. lib. 19. obf. 34.---Afci-
tes from a ftoppage of the h@morrhoids. fbid.
obf. 39.---From an habitual plentiful {weating in
the hams ceafing. A2 phyfic. med. a. n. c. vol,
5. obf. 2.---From both kidneys being ftuffed
with mucus. Bonet. fepulch. anat, lib. 3. [elt.
21. 0bf. 8.---From the left kidney confumed by
an ulcer,. and the right one totally obftructed by

a ftone. Barthilin, epift, cent, 4.. epiffi 17.--==
From




24 OF THE DROPSY.

and the retention of thofe liquors in
the blood longer than the ordinary
time, may contribute as well as the
abforption of the effufed liquors to the
thirlt which many hydropic people
complain of,

Vomen being more fubject than
men to {toppage of the natural excre-
tions, and being alfo of a weaker
frame, are more frequently atfacked
by droplies.

14. Whatever obftru&s the circula-
tion of the blood in the larger veflels,
may produce a dropfy: for if the blood
be ftopped in the large veffels, the
fmaller ones are oyerfilled, and the
thin or watery part of the blood is
forced off into cavities through the la-
teral arterious branches; while the
veins being alfo full and gorged with
blood, the bibulous mouths of their
capillaries abforb little or nothing. It

From a dyfuria. Liffer. Exercit. med. de hy-
dropey a@grot. 15.~--From a fudden ftoppage of
urine.  Mifes, curisf, a. n. ¢, dec, 3 amn, §
KT 0. obf, 183,

is




OF THE DROPSY. 1:

is in this way that the legs of people
in the afcites, and of women with-
child, become eedematous, and that
numerous dropfies are produced by po-
lypi (o) in the heart or large veflels, by
fchirrhi (), impofthumes (g), tumors,

and

(o) A dropfy of the breaft and abdomen from
a polypus in each ventricle of the heart. Eplem.
German. dec. 2. ann. 6. ¢bf. 232.---See many
hiftories of afcites from the fame caufe. Bonnet.
Jepulch. lib. 3. See. 21, 0bfs 3.

() In Bonetus’s Sepulch. anat. ho, 3: and
moft other medical obfervators, there are nume-
rous hiftories of dropfies from fchirri of the
vifcera, 1 have feen many examples mylelf of
dropfies from a fchirrous {tomach, liver, fpleen,

ancreas, and ovaria. Two uncommon cafes
which I faw in the vear 17521 fhall here relate :
One —— Mac Donald, a foldier, being feized
with a quartan ague in Flanders, found a tumor in
his left fide below the ribs, and foon after 2ll his
belly fwelled. He returned to Scotland and was
tak en into theinfirmary at Edinburgh where he
died. .His body being opened a conliderable quan-
tity of water was found in bis belly, and a fchirr-
ous {pleen befet with twolittle bags which contain-
ed about fix or feven ounces of water, the whole
weiched one hundred and twenty-fix ounces.

The other, a woman who died of an afcites,
whofe ftomach was quite {chirrous, being n
fome places near an inch thick; its plice
were
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and other caufes of obftruétion or come
preflion (7).

15. Ob-

were all hard, fchirrous, very prominent, and
feemed convoluted in an extraordinary manner.,
"T'he pancreas too was firm and hard.—Although
the many obfervations fince diffections of hu-
man bodies have been frequent, fhew that the
antients erred in attributing dropiies entirely to
the liver, or to it and the fpleen, yet none of
the other bowels {o frfquem!y give rife to, or are
fo often hurt by this difeafe; which EVEry one
muft be convinced of, who has examined man
hydropical bodies, or who will look into Bone-
tus, Schenkius, and the other collectors of prac-
tical obfervations. Moreover, the fituation,
texture, and ufes of thefe vifcera, prove that it
muft befo. The liver is o fituared that the ve-
na cava muft be compreffed whenever it (wells
and becomes hard; and the blood which pafles
through it has been deprived of its finer parts,
and in their ftead received particles from our
food and drink which have undergone no prepa=-
ration by the circulation, and therefore obftruc--
tions mult frequently happen here.—The fpleen
difcharges its blood into the liver, and confe-
quently often fuffers with it. The texture of
both is fo tender that they are cafily hurt by
foaking in acrid water, or by any other exter-
nal caufe.
(7) A dropfy of the breaft,. from an impoft-
hume of the lungs. = Schenk, obf. lb, 2. de pelt,

bydrape, obf. 6.~1 have often found more or lefs.
watcr




OF THE DROPSY. 17

15 Obftructions in the fmall vel-
fels which prevent the blood from pz}ff-

mg

water in the thorax of people who died of the
phthifis pulmonalis.

(r) Intheyear 1750 I difleCted the body of a
man whodied of an univerfal dropfy, inthe pre-
fence of Dr. John Rutherford profeffor of me-
dicine in the univerfity of Edinburgh: we could
find no other caufe of the difeafe than the ofii-
fication of the valvulz mitrales in the left ven-
tricle of the heart, by which the orifice of that
ventricle was fo ftraitned, that I could fcarce
force my little finger into it. The heart itfelf
was very large. While the man was alive, all
the foft parts of the neck were raifed by every
fyftole of the heart, in fuch a manner that the
veins there feemed to have a pulfation.—An in~
flance of the fame kind may be feen in Peyer.
method. bift. anat. med. cap. 6. quoted by Kem-
per de valvul. natura in Halier difpat. anat. vol.
2. p. 107.—A dropfly of the breaft with afthma,
difficult breathing, faintings, a gradual failure
of the pulfe, and at lalt a total ceflution of it
for a day or two before death, from the femi-
Junar vilves of the heart being offified, and ftop-
ping entirely the paflage of the blood. Rusfch
abf. 69.—In the very large flaccid heart of one
who died of a dropfy of the belly, thorax, and
pericardium, the valves of the two great arteries
were offified, and there was a large polypus in
the

i
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18 OF THE DROPSY.

ing freely from the arteries into the
veins may have the fame effets : hence
this difeafe is frequently occafioned by
food too vifcid and tenacious to be
rightly concoted and. aflimilated to
the other juices(s) ; by cold moift
air (£) ; by violent long continued ex-

the left ventricle of the heart. Mifeel. cur, a.
n. 6 dec. 3. an-9 & 10. obf. 89.—An hydro-
pick tumor, about the fize of a hen’s ego, a
little below the navel, occafioned by three ftones
in the cellular membrane below the fkin; the
Largeft weighed a drachm, the fecond two feru=
ples, and the leaf* about half a drachm. Primit.
phyfic. med. Polonizey wol, 2. cbf. 9.---Lower tried
a very pretty experiment to afcertain this caufe of
the dropfy : he made a ligature on the inferior vena
€ava of a dog, and in a few hours the animal
expired : a great quantity of water was found
in the belly, as if the creature had long labour-
ed under an afcites. He found too, that ty-
ing the jugular veins made the head cedematous.
De corde, cap. 2. p. 128,

(s) A droply of the breaft and belly, from
bad diet, and a fedenrary life. Hoffinan, tom. 3.
de bydrope, dbf. 6.

(1) An anafarcous fwelling of the head from
cold. Binninger, obf. cent. 1. ¢bf. g4.

ercifc
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ereife («) ; by the too liberal ufe of fer-
mented liquors(w), which ftimulate
and harden the veflels while they coa-
gulate and render the liquors too
grofs; by old age, which renders the
whole body rigid, contracls efpecially
the {mall veffels, and thickens the flu-
ids (x); and, laftly, by morbid parti-
cles retained in the blood, caufing ob-
ftruétions in different parts of the bo-

dy ().

() A dropfy of the breaft, from too violent
exercife. Willis Pharm. ration, p. 2. [et. L.
€ap. 13,

(w) A dropfy of the breaft, from cold and
drinking {pirits. Hojfman, tom. 3. de bydrope,
obf. 7.—A dropfy with two relapfes, from
drinking fpirits.  Liffer. Exercit. med. de bydrope,
agrot. 16,——A fubcutaneous dropfly, from the
fame caufe. Ibid. @grot. 1.—~—The moft judi-
cious Sydenbam, de hydrepe, jultly declares drunk-
ards more {ubjeét to the dropfy than other men j
¢¢ Bibaciflimos quofque helluones fepius hoc
¢¢ morbo, quim ezteros mortales, confl:étari.”

(%) It is a general remark, that old people are
more fubjett to droplies than young,

(y) Hiftories of dropfies after agues which
were improperly ftopped by the bark or other a-
ftringents, are to be feen in moft modern writers
of obfervations relating to this difeafe.

16, After
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20 OF THE DROPSY.

16, After the difcovery of the lym-
phaticks, about a century ago, many
writers on the dropfy attributed this
difeafe to the dilatation, or rupture, of
thefe veffels; tho’, fo far as I know,
there is not one hiftory of the diffecti-
on of an hydropick body which could
give the leaft foundation for this opi-
nion (). I do not, however, deny
the poflibility of dropfies depending on

a rup-

(z) It has been a received opinion, that moft
dropfies are owing either to a rupture or diften-
tion of the lymphatic veflels; but little regard
has been had to obfervation in attributing ‘them
to either, as'is evident to every one who confi-
ders this fubject attentively,

1. For firft, asto their rupture, none of the
obfervators mention their having ever fcen the
orifice of broken lymphaticks which furnifh-
ed the hydropick water ; and we are fure
dropfies can be without any rupture of thefe
veflels ; for Lower de Corde, cap. 2. P 129. tells
of his having diffected many fheep that died 6f
colle€tions of water in the thorax and abdomen,
whofe lymphatick veins were fo full and turgids
that he could eafily trace their courfe; which
could not have been the cafe had any of them
been burit,

2. The
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a rupture of thofe veflels, becaufe I
fee one hiftory of the thoracic duct’s
being perforated or burit, and thereby

2. The opinion of hydatides and many of the
incyfted dropfies being only diftended lympha-
ticks, feems to be void of all foundation : for
there has been no cafe yet mentioned where they
followed the known courfe of the lymphaticks,
nor any fimilar inftance produced of any other
veffel in the body being capable of fo great
diftention. I have feen hydatides in the ab-
domen larger than a common orange, which
is equal in fize to the largeft aneurifm of the
aorta where there was no rupture of the veflel,
tho’ the aorta is at leaft three hundred times big-
ger than the largeft lymphatick, and its coats
proportionably firong and able to bear the great
diftention.  Join to this the inftances of a
number of hydatides being found floating in hy-
dropick waters, Houflon Philof. tranf. num. 381.
Jeit. 3. Ruyfch. obfer. anat. chirurg. obf. 65.
Smelly’s Cafes, collection 8. p. 99. of larger vefi-
cles containing lefler ones, and a number of thofe
again contained in one large fac, Aét. Petrapol.
tom. 1. p. 379. the want of adue force to fe-
parate thefe fuppofed diftended vefieis from their
attachments ; and we fhall readily be convinced
that hydatides are not diftended lymphatick vel-
fels. I fhall endeavour afterwards to account for
their formation when I come to confider them
more particularly.
caufing
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22 OF THE DROPSY.

caufing a dropfy of the breaft () ; and
by comparing the white liquor in this
dropfy, with the milky fluid that was
found in fome afcites’s (4), one would

be

(@) In the body of a man whodied after a
large quantity of chylous liquor had been let
out of his thorax, an orifice was difcovered a-
bout the third or fourth vertebra, from which
the chylous matter flowed as from a fountain,
When the lower part of the thoracick duct,
where it rifes out of the recepticle of the chyle,
was blowed into, the air unexpefedly came
out at the orifice abovementioned. This white
liquor coagulated with falt of tartar, but not
with fpirit of vitriol. Baffii obferv. dec. 2.
ﬂx.’_’ﬁ 7+

(4) A girl having made too great an effort to
raife a burthen, became hydropick foon after.
Being frequently tapped, ‘there always iflued
from the puncture a chylous matter, in colour,
talte, and confiftence, notr unlike milk with a
lietle falt in it, .which being fet on the fire, ra-
refied like milk, and rofe up in the veflel. It
coagulated with falt of tartar, but not with a-
cids, asin the preceding inftance, Mimair. de
Pacad. des feiences, 1700. See fuch another
cafe, #hid. 1710,

That I might judge whether this bydropick
liguor was chyle, I made a ligature on the tho-
racick




OF THE DROPSY. 233

‘be inclined to conclude, that the lac-
teal veflels, which reﬂfmbﬁ the lym-

racick du@® of a dog that had eat heartily an
hour before. The recf.-pnci-: of the chyle be-
came immediately very turgid with this i:quu:,
which tafted like whc} with fome falt in it, but
coagulated as foon as it was expofed to the air,
into a confiftence like ftarch as it is prepared for
puttmrr on cloaths, fo that we had not time to
" mix different liquors with it before it CUE'f"lJldth
T'o avoid this inconveni ence, we got another
dog, and tied his thoracick du& in the fame
manner, then feparating part of the duét from
the vertebrae, put the end of it fucceflively into
different liquors made near as warm as the ani-
mal heat, and into each of thefe we fuffered a
fmall portion of the chyle to flow. In water it
coagulated almoft as in the open air, i oil of
tartar it became turbid and ‘11111} ; in fpirit uF
bartthorn it afforded rmiy a rr!ut:n:::-us cloud ;
fpirit of vitriol, a white but tender curd ; ;md
it coagulated too in "‘cohul and oil of turpentine.
Thefe. experiments I repeated feveral times, and
in doing them we {ometimes found, thlt either
the IECL‘:"lthi{? itfelt, orfome of the larger lacte-
als in thh abdomen bhad burft; and upon exa-
mining we found, below the root of tlu, melen-
tery, lgrl.dt deal of extravafated chyle, which
was firmly coagulated, and when we took it
out of the body, it had the appearance of a
piece of foft fat, but upon handling much, melt-
ed down into a watery liquor,

phaticks
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phaticks greatly, have been fometimes
ruptured or opened.,

17. The orifices or duts leading
from cavities that are continually
moiftened with fine watery liquors,
being obftructed, a dropfy is produced
in the cavity ; hence the dropfy of the
womb, &c. But it feems improper
to 4pply the name of dropfy to thofe
diforders which are occafioned by a
preternatural retention of humours
different from an aqueous {erum,

fuch as the urine(c), and bile(d),

111

(¢) The belly diftended with urine, from a
burfted bladder. Plater, prax. lib, 3. cap. 3.
cited by Bonet. fepulch. anat. lib. 3. fec. 21.
obf. 20.—The pelvis of the kidney diftended fo
as to contain 2lb. of urine. Haller. opufeul,
Patholog. obf. 60.

(d) Petit gives feveral inflances where the
gall-bladder was fo much diftended with bile,
as to be miftaken for an incyfted dropfy and ab-
cefs of the belly, and for fuch was opened,
which either deftroyed the patient, or left a fif-
tulous fore that could not be cured 3 and he ac-
knowledges, that he once was in danger of com-
mitting fuch a miftake ; he had cut through the
external teguments, and the tumor then begin-
ning
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in their own proper recepticles, or

when they are difcharged from them
1nto other cavities,

18. Hydropical colle@ions may not
only occafion other dropfies by their
preflure (¢), in the manner mentioned
In fec. 14; but if a cyft containing mor-
bid water happens either to burft (f) or

be

ning to fubfide, made him immediately fufpect
it to be the gall-bladder and to defift from the
operation ; foon after the patient pafled by ftool
fome pints of bile, and was cured. He fays that
fuch bilious tumors may be diftinguifhed by an
unealy painful tenfion about the hepatick region,
followed by a jaundice wich all its {ymptoms,
and by the fituation of the tumor itfelf; which
fymptoms, he fays, generally appear, and when
duly confidered, will lead us to guefs at the real
ditemper. Memoirs de Pacad. de chirurgie, vol,
L. p. 155,

() Anafarca in the lower extremities, and
hydrocele in the fcrotum, are often brought on
by an afcites, and difappear whenever the water
of the belly is drained off. The humoral afth-
ma and collections of water in the thorax, oft-
en caufe a general fubcutaneous dropfy,

(/) Afacin the belly burfting by a fall cauf-
ed an afcites, A7, Hafnienf. wol. 5. obf. 12.—
An afcites formed by téw burfting of an incyfted

dropfy
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e6 OF THE DROPSY.
be eroded (g), it may fill a cavity

where it was not originally colle¢ted,
and caufe a dropfy there.

PROGNOSIS.

19. The prognoftick to be made in
this difeafe is taken, as in all other
cafes, from the part it affets, its caufe,
continuance, and {ymptoms ; together
with the age, ftrength, and contftitu-
tion of the patient: all which can-
not be particularly treated of at pre-

fent (5).

INDI-

droply of the abdomen. AMedical effays, wil. 5.
art. 64.---A hydrops pectoris caufed by the rup-
ture of a cyft full of water there. Hoffinan de
bydrepe, cbf. 7.

(z) The watery matter of a large fac in the
thorax made its way by erofion through the dia-
phragm into the abdomen, where were found
about nine pounds of liquor ; the fac in the tho-
rax contained three. A&, medic. Berilon, de-
cur. 1. vol. 6. fec. 8.

(b)) Thefe circumftances are fo numerous,
and there is fuch a variety of degrees and of
combinations in each, that it would be intoler-
ably
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INDICATIONS ofF CURE,

20. From the account now given of
dropfies, the three following indicati-
ons of cure are plainly pointed out to
us.

1. To remove the caufe of the dif-

eafe, ;

2. To evacuate the extravafated wa-
ter from ‘the cavities,

-ably. tedious to. recount all that might be fup-

pofed, even in the particular fpecies of dropfies;
at the fame time the labour feems very unnecef-
fary, for furely no one needs to be told that, ca-
teris paribus, a dropfy in the ventricles of the
brain or pericardium, is more dangerous than an
anafarca in the lower extremities ; that a poly-
pus in the heart or fchirrus of the liver are
worfe to remove than an humoral afthma ; that
a difeafe of old ftanding is worle to cure than a

Tecent one ; that a young perfon recovers out

of feveral difeafes which would kill an old man;
that a ftrong perfon, who has before enjoyed a
good ftate of health, has a-better chance for
life than one whofe conftitution is wore out by
long tedious difeafes or debaucheries. Thefe,
and fuch like, however, are the particulars on
which a prognofis is to be formed,
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28 OF THE DROPSY.

3. To prevent a relapfe.

All that relates to the cure is com-
prehended in the two firft indications,
both of which muft be purfued at the
fame time: but that the dire&ions for
performing this may be better under-
ftood, it is neceflary to confider each
of them feparately.

INDICATION FIRST.

21. The firft indication of cure 16
taken from fections 11—18, where
the different caufes of -dropfies are
mentioned ; and hence we muft de-
termine in what manner each of them

is to be treated.

22. If the dropfy derives its origin
from the weaknefs and relaxation of
the folids (§ 12.) the fibres mulft be

| ftrengthened, that is, the mutual at-
| tration of the particles to each other,

and the elaftick and contractile force
of the veflels muft be augmented.

23. This
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23. This ftrengthening or bracing
of the {olids is obtained by,

«. A nourifhing eafily digefted food,
and ftrict temperance in refpeét. to
liquids (z). ‘* The food, fays Cel-
fus (£), ‘ ought to be of a middle
“ confiftence, but rather of the dry

(7) A woman of thirty years of age was cured
of an anafarca by abftaining almoft entirely
from drink for a year: and a countryman, a
neighbour of her’s, was cured in the fame man-
ner, in four months. River. obf. commun. a Faciz,
ebf. 21.—There are other fuch cafes in Schenk.
obf. lib. 3. obf. 3.---Mifcel. a. n. c. cent. 6. obf,
33.-=-Aet. phyf. med. a. n. ¢. il 1.---See two
inftances of people cured of the afcites by the
fame means in Mead.monit. med. cap.8.--And one
in Panarol. Roman, pentecoft. 4. obf. 33.---Mrs,
Wilkinfon, after having been tapped for an af-
cites, was cured by a rigorous abftinence from
liquids, taking no medicines but Lower’s bitter
infulion, and fometimes a fpoonful or two of a
cordial julip. Dr, Banyer in philsf. tranf. numb,
471, Jeeo 15,

(#) < Cibus efle debet ex media quidem ma-
“ teria, fed tamen generis durioris. Potio non
““ ultra danda quam ut vitam fuftineat, optima-
“¢ que eft qua urinam movet,” Celfus, lib. 3.

cap. 21,
C 3  Kind
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go OF THE DROPSY.

¢ kind, No more drink ought to be
“ given than is abfolutely neceffary
“ ‘for the fupport of life, and that is
“ beft which promotes urine.”  Bread
well leavened, toafted, or feafoned
with ‘aromaticks, - eggs, the firmer
kinds of fleth, {hould make the prin-
cipal part of it; for drink, the pati-
ent ought to ufe:good old wine, or
beer in which bitters have been in-
fufed. |

3. FriGtion 'and exercife. = Rubbing
the {kin with a fleth-bruth or coarfe
cloth, not ‘only takes away the vifcid
matter that obftruéts the ends of the
cutaneous veflels, but drives forward
the liquors in ‘thofe veflels, and there-

by increafes the perfpiration’; at the

fame time it diffolves the {luggifh hu-
mours, promotes the circulation thro’
the whole body, and prefles-all the
particles of the folids more clofely
together (/). Travelling in a coach,

or

(1) Fri&ion with oil’ was formerly a com-
mon remedy, but had been laid afide till of Jate

that Dr. Oliver of Bath wried it with {ome pati-
ents 3
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or on horfeback, walking, running,
and all fuch exercifes, increafe the
motion of the blood, fhake the pen-
dulous bowels, rub one part on an-
other, and prefs them together, and
therefore are juftly efteemed powerful
ftrengtheners (7). Some caution how=

ents ; and the Dotor has aflured me, that he has
feen three perfons, who were judged to have la-
boured under a true alcites, cured by ancinting
the whole abdomen with olive oil, morning and
evening, for three weeks or a month, as the
patient’s cafe required ; they began to make wa-
ter plentifully on the third and fourth day, and
continued to do fo till'the abdomen was quite
emptied. One of them had had feveral pints
of water taken from her by tapping, but filled
again before the ufe of the unétion.—See in Fo-
reftus a fabulous like ftory, of a woman bein
cured of an afcites by rubbing her belly with the
oleum ranarum, lib. xix. [chol, ad obf. 35.

(m) A dropfy of the belly, cured by hard la-
bour, withgut any medicines. - Marcell, Donat.
bifl. mirab. ljbi 1. cap. 21. quoted by Scherkius,
lib. 3. obf bydrope infperat. event. liberat.--- John
Blanch, a merchant at Paris, having made a
journey to England in winter, felt the dropfical
{welling of bis belly fubfide in a wonderful mar-
ner, the difeafe vanithed, nor did he ever fuffer
arelaple. HHoller, lib, 1. de morb. intern. Jehsl,

ad. cap. 39. p. 279. 1 .
Ca ever
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32 OF THE DROPSY.

ever 1s to be obferved in their ufe, for
if they are more violent than the
ftrength of the patient allows, they
diminifh the cohefion of the folid par-
ticles, and weaken the whole frame:

, when they fatigue the body, and de-
| prefs the fpirits, they are injurious.

. Gentle compreffion. For pref-
{ure prevents the diftraction of the fi-
bres, and an excefs of relaxation; it
aflifts the cohefion of the particles,

' and fometimes is of great fervice in

the cure of a dropfy (n).
d. Medicines which by their ftimu-

lus force the fenfible organs into con-
traCtions, whether their ftimulus de-
pends on, I. Their fubtil acrid eil,
of which kind are the warmer fpices,

(n) A dropfy of the head cured by bandage
alone. River. obf. commun. a Formio, obf, 6.
Fabratius ab Aquapendente {avs, he bhas cured
{fubcitzneous dropfies of the head, by applying
fponges wet with lime-water, and above that a
tight bandage. Operat. chirurg. de bydrocephal.

P 119
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as pepper, ginger, nutmeg, winter’s
bark, the common aromatick plants
and feeds, mint, lavender, hyflop, the
feeds of anife, carway, coriander, and
the like ;2. Or their pungent, bit-
ter, and aftringent quality, fuch are
flowers of camomile, the tops of the
lefler centaury, of wormwood, of car-

duus, the cortex, gentian.-——3. Or the

ftrong finelling gums and rofins, afa-
feetida, benzoin, myrrh.—4. Or fharp

falts, whether the volatile ones of

hartthorn, of fal ammoniac (o), or
the fixed alcalies, falt of wormwood,
of broom, of tartar.—z. Or a mix-
ture of acrid falt and oil, as in muf-
tard feed, the leaves of crefles or fcur-
vy-grafs, the roots of pellitory, of

horfe-radith; of ‘onions,: of garlick. ,

All thefe things adminiftred in pro-
per dofes, and in a proper manner, re-

(¢) Blancard relates the hiftory of a baron’s
daughter who was cured of an afcites by the
volatile falts and the cortex Sambuci,  Prax.
WV vy 3 olp. Bd
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ftore and increafe the ofcillatory pow-
er of the fibres(p).
e. Iron

(p) A woman, thirty years of age, labour~
ing under a fubcutaneous dropfy as well as afl-
cites, was reftored to health by the ufe of an
infufion of tops of wormwood and juniper ber-
ries, which increafed the quantity of her urine,
Heifter in Haller. difput. anat. vol. vi. p. 713
Two hydropick people cured by the juice
of wormwood. Mifcel, curiof. a.n. c. dec. 1.
ann, 3. obf, 322.—A leucophlegmatia after a-
bortion, cured by the ufe of bitter {tomachics,
and a few dofes of purgatives. . Hoffman, vol. 3.
cap. 1 4, debydrope, obf. 3:——A foldier was cur~
ed by a decoltion of tanfey. Mifcel. curiof.
dec. 2. ann. 2. obfy 112.—1In July 1743, Mr.
Pinkftan, furgeon, in St. Alban’s-ftreet, was
called to a gentleman, of feventy-two years of
age, who had formerly been captain of a man
of war, and had lived freely in the former part
of his life. In December 1742, he was feized
with an univerfal anafarca, which continued in-
creafing till the time Mr. Pinkftan was called in,
when he found him fwelled to a monftrous
fize. He fcarificd immediately one of his legs,
and ordered him to take a purgative next morn-
ing. A good deal of water was difcharged by
the punéture ; but next day the leg was much
ioflamed round the wound, which was foon
relieved by warm fomentations and dreflings of

lini«
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¢. Iron having not only a mild ftyp-
tick and coagulating power, but alfo
exerting a gentle ftimulus on the fibres
of living animals (), is generally al-
lowed to be a powerful corroborant
and ferviceable in the dropfy, and

moft of its preparations retain the fame
qualities.

Jinimentum Arci and oil of turpentine. ‘The
phyfick purged him four times ; after which he
was ordered to take the following draught twice
aday: R. Ag. cinam. fimp. ,ifquiunci. oxymel.
Jeillit. fefguidrachm. fpirit. lavendul. com. drach. 1.
Jal. tartar. [efguidrach, [yrup e cort. aurant. drac.
2. m. which maderim pafs great quantities of
water by urine, and'carried off all his fwellings
in ten or twelve days; and the cure was com-
pleted by fome ftrengthening bitters. His com-
mon drink was Rhenifh wine and Spaw water.
He continued well for two years, and was then
takenill of an afcites, of which he died.—See
in Mead’s Mon. med. cap. viii. the good effedis
of the lixivium of tartar and opium, in curing
a patient with whom other remedies had failed.
~——Several cured by garlick. Foreft. lib, xix.

obf. 27.

(g) For experiments in proof of thefe quali-
ties of iron, fee Dr. W richt’s Differtat. de Ferro.
Jet i § 25 3, 44
(. Me.
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(. Medicines endowed with an
aftringent virtue only, fuch as alum,
oak, and pomegranate bark, increafe,
1t is true, the firmnefs and rigidi-
ty of the fibres, even of dead ani-
mals, and may be of fervice in fubcu-
taneous dropfies, externally applied ;
but when given internally, they de
not enter far enough into the fmaller
feries of veflels, and when mixed with
our liquors, are apt to coagulate them
and caufe obftructions ; though the
gentle aftringents, formerly mention-
ed (d), have very good effes,

». The cold bath, fo ferviceable in
many other difeafes proceeding from
laxity of the fibres, is very often pre-
judicial to dropfical patients; its fud-
den ftrong ftimulus firaining too much
the already overftretched veflels; which
leaves them in a weaker condition
than they were before, and confe-
quently lefs capable of abforbing the
extravafated liquors from the cavities ;
Celfus
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Celfies (r ) therefore juftly obferves,
“ That bathing, and all moifture, is
* hurtful.”

24. If a dropfy proceeds from the
blood’s not being fufficiently freed from.
its fuperfluous watery parts by the nfu-
al excretory paflages, (fee fe@. 13.)
thofe paffages muft be opened. But
of this hereafter when we come to
treat of the fecond indication, and to-
defcribe the different methods by
which this is to be done. At prefent
it will be fufficient to mention one ne-
ceflary caution, namely, that if the
obftrution is fudden, and the patient
ftrong and plethorick, bleeding muft
not be omitted ; for daily experience
teaches us, that, in this manner alone,
vefiels obftructed by fulnefs, or by too
great a contraclility of their fides, can
be fafely, fpeedily, and agreeably freed
from thefe diforders.

25, The impediments to the free
courfe of the blood in the large veflels

(r) ‘¢ Balneum atque humor omnis alienus

‘“ eft. Celfus, libs ifs. cap, 21,~Balneum ra-
*® rum res amat.- fbid.

by
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by tumours, ftrictures, or other caufes
mentioned in fe&t. 14, are to be remoy-
ed by the medicines appropriated to the
cure of each, or fometimes by chirurgi-
cal operations. But in moft of thefe cafes
very little affiftance can be had from
medicine ; for what remedy are we ac-
quainted with that can remove fchirri,
fteatoms, impofthumes, polypi, or fuch
other obftinate and dangerous obftruc-
tions, when feated in any of the three
large cavities of the head, thorax, and
abdomen? = Relief in dropfies depend-
ing on fuch caufes, can only be given
by difcovering and curing the original
difeafe ; the method of doing which
muft be learned from the rules pecu-
liar to the cure of each of thofe dif-
orders : to treat of which would lead
me too far from my prefent fubject,
each difeafe requiring a feparate treat-
ment.

26. Obftrutions in the fmall vei-
fels, affigned in fect. 15. as the caufe
of dropfies, owing to too thick vifcid
humours,
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humours, or to the veflels being pre-
ternaturally ftraitned, are to be cured
by refolving the grofs humours, and
enlarging the veflels.

27. The refolution of vifcid fluids
is done either by diluting, or attenu-
ating them,

«. Dilution can only be pesformed
by the mixture of thin watery liquors,
and therefore is improper in the drop-
fy, becaufe thereby we fupply matter
to increafe the difeafe,

. The humours are attenuated
either by {pontaneous feparation or by
dividing the larger globules into their
component fmaller ones, by fuitable
remedies.

v. The f{pontaneous feparation is
made whenever the forces which con-
denfe our fluids are leflened, or ceafe
entirely to act; thefe forces are either
the motion of the fluids circulating in
the
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the veflels, and puthing forwards what-
ever is before them, or the contraétile
power of the veflcls in which they are
contained,

d. If therefore the momentum of
the circulating fluids is too great,
which is often the cafe with young
people, the patient muft be blooded,
although the fymptoms of the dropfy
manifeftly appear (s), and nature has
frequently directed it (2).

¢e. The

(s) Hoffman de hydrope, obf. 9. tells a very
pretty cafe of an hydropick patient, whofe dif-
eafe he thought depended on an infar&lion of
the pulmonary veflels, and who was cured prin-
cipally by repeated blood-lettings.—Sponius af-
firms, that 2 man in a dropfy, which had in-~
creafed rather than diminithed by the ufe of hy-
dragogues and diureticks, was cured by twenty
bleedings. Aphorifm. nov. felt. v. § 87.

(t) A very ftrong man, about the age of
thirty, was feized with an anafarca, his optick
nerves were obftrudted, and he gradually be-
came blind; but baving difcharged from the
nofe about four pounds of blood, he was foon
reftored to health in every refpet but that of his -
blindnefss
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e. The forciable or artificial atte-

nuation of the fluids, is firft to be at- .

tempted by giving fuch dry eafily di-
gefted food as was propofed in fe@. 23.

and refolving drink ; as, for example,

Rhenith wine, with the fteel waters of
-Tunbridge, Spaw, or Pyrmont.

. The frition and exercife de-
feribed fect. 23. B, effectually diflolve:

the cohefion of vifcid fluids, and con--

fequently are extremely proper for
bringing about this attenuation.

7. The flimulating medicines men-
tioned in fect. 23. J, have alfo a con-
fiderable attenuating virtue, and ren-

blindnefs, -from which he was never totally
freed. G. Fab. Hildan. obf. cent. 1. obf. 50.-—
A man who laboured under a dropfy and fever,
was much relieved by an hemorrhage from the
nofe, that happened twice or thrice every day

for the fpace of three weeks; the fwelling bew.

| gan to decreafe, and the diftemper was totally
difpelled by the ufe of diaphoreticks and diure-

ticks, Mifeel.curiof, dec, 2. ann. 3. obf. 170
der;
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42 OF THE DROPSY.

der our fluids fit for paffing through
the vefiels. |

0. If the vifcid obftruting matter
is too tough to be melted down by the
means hitherto advifed, the heavy par-
ticles of quickfilver may be employed
to break down the too ftrongly cohe-
ring liquors. But great caution is
to be ufed in giving mercury, left
in its efforts to break down the vifcid
fluids, it tear and deftroy the veflls
containing them,

28. When the caufe of the dropfy
is a contraétion of the veflels from ri-
gidity, the cure is extremely difficult;
for thofe things which relax the vef-
{els, increafe the difeafe, Such pati-
ents, however, are not entirely to be
given up as incurable, fince it 1s better
to try a doubtful remedy than none.

a. Let the diet be mild, foft, and
relaxing, though not too watery; this
may be compofed of well-baked bread,

broths
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broths and. jellies, and the boiled fleth
of young animals; eggs, and fuch like.

0. 1f foft mild oils applied and rub-
bed upon the {kin penetrate to the in-
terior parts, as is commonly believed,
they will be of great fervice in foften-

ing the fibres ().

¢. Warm water and its fteams is
an excellent remedy againft rigidity ;
but in the cafe we are now treating
of, their affiftance muft be very cau-
tioufly ufed, left they increafe the
aqueous- collettion, by fupplying the
blood with' too much water. The
waters, however, which are plentiful-

(u) In fix afcitical patients, who had their
bellies rubbed morning and evening with olive
oil, fora fortnight or three weeks together, the
fkin of the abdomen was relaxed ; after the two
or three firft fri€lions the patients found them-
felves eafier, and thought they made water more
freely ; but thefe effefts foon ceafed, and they
found no more relief from this remedy. Two
of ‘thefe cafes I faw, the others I was told by
gentlemen who attended the Patients,

ly
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44 OF THE DROPSY.

ly impregnated with penetrating and
diffolving mineral particles of falt, ful-
phur, or iron, fuch as fea-water, the
mineral waters of Aix-la-Chapelle,
Bath, Spaw, Tunbridge, &c. may be
made ufe of (w).

d. A

(w) “ But others, and not without reafon,.
s approve of the vapour of fea-water in order
¢¢ to provoke fweating, A bathing-tub (fay
¢¢ they) muft be filled with boiling fea~-water,
¢¢ into which a fquaré machine, fecured with:
¢¢ Jeathern ftraps, containing the patient, muft
¢¢ be immerfed ; but it muft be fecured in fuch
¢ a manner by the leather, that no water can
¢¢ enter, and the fweating will be excited by
¢ the exhalation of the hot fluid. DBut the
¢ water muft be kept hot by the frequent im-
¢ merfion of red-hot bars of iron.”” Cel. Au-
relian. de morb. chron. lib. iii. cap. 8.—The
countefs of Keglewich having a dropfly in the
womb, was freed from it after bathing eight days
in the warm baths of Newhaus in Styria, hav-
ing voided a great quantity of water and wind.
Mifcel. curiof. a. n. c. dec. 3. ann, § & 6. obfs. |
162.—A taylor labouring under a dropfy of the
belly, having gone into the baths at Wifbad,
and drank a great quantity of thefe waters, he
perceived the {welling begin to fubfide while e
remaincd in the bath, When he came out of " |

1%y, |
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d. A difcharge of the dropfical wa-
- ‘ter muft be promoted, by urine, fweat,
and ftool; not indeed by {wallowing
quantities of watery liquors, or medi-
cines that are very acrid or ftimulat-
ing; for the firft would increafe the
dropfy, the others augment the rigidi-
ty ; but by thofe medicines of the dif-
ferent kinds that are not too watery,
and of a milder nature.

29, If any receptacle or veflel, which
naturally receives or tranfmits a wa-
tery liquor, is opened, and furnifhes
the matter of a dropfy, (fe@. 16 and
17.) I {carce know what affiftance art
can give, unlefs there is fuch accefs
to the opening, that digeftives, efcha-
roticks, or ftypticks may be applied,

it, he was weak and faint, but being refrethed
by cordials and food, he recovered every day af-
ter. Ibid. dec. 1. ann. 2. obf. 218.—See the
cafes of fix patients cured by drinking of Bath
waters, and bathing in them. Pigree’s Bath
memoirs,, part ii. chap. 4.

or
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or a proper preflure can be kept on the
part by means of comprefles.and band-
ages.

30. When a natural outlet from a
cavity is fhut up, (fe&. 17.) it ought
to be opened by methods adapted to
remove the obftrucing caufe. Coa-
oulated or thickened liquors are to be
diffolved ; too rigid contracted canals
are to be relaxed ; united fides of paf-
fages are to be feparated ; and fo forth,
The methods of executing which va-
rying according to circumftances, can-
not be confidered till the particular
cafes are defcribed.

31. A dropfy produced by the pref-
fure ‘of -a preceding hydropical collec-
tion, fe&. 18. can only be cured after
removing the original difeafe.

32, If the water of an hydropick cyft
has made its way into another cavity,
fect. 18. it muft be treated as directed
in fe&t. 2q. or as to be mentioned af- |
terwards |
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terwards when we .confider incyfted
drqp_ﬁes.

INDICATION SECOND.

33. To anfwer the fecond indica-
tion, the waters are to be difcharged
out of the hydropick cavities, either
by natural or artificial openings,

34. The natural openings for hy-
dropick water, are only (a few cafes
excepted) the extremities of the veins,
whofe power therefore muft be fo

much increafed, that they may ab- f

forb more liquors .than the arteries
pour out,

35. The ablorption is increafed by
every thing which reftores the ftrength
and energy of the folids, of which
fome account has been given already
in f2ét, 23.

36. However it is neceflary to ob-
ferve; 1. That this abforption can
fcarce
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{carce ever take effe& when the cavi-
ties are much diftended by the inclo-
{fed water. Either the fides of thefe
cavities muft be relaxed, or fome of
the water muift be let out, before the
abforbent veins can a&. 2. That the
nearer the medicines defigned to pro-
mote abforption are applied to the parts
affeted, their effe& is greater and
more certain,

7. If the fuperfluous hydropick
water is abforbed and mixed with the
blood, it ought to be expelled from
the body as foon as poffible, left it
thould be again extravafated and
thrown into fome of the cavities. For
this purpofe the {erous and aqueous
excretions are to be increafed.

38. Thefe excretions are made from

/ the ftomach, inteftines, urinary pai-

fages, the fkin, |or falivary organs.

39. Moft of the medicines which

promote thefe excretions exert a con-
6 fiderable
L
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fiderable ftimulus in their operation,
whereby they alfo ftrongly promote
the abforption of extravafated fluids
from the cavities containing them ;
but as the lax unfeeling fibres of hy-
dropick people are not eafily roufed
nto action, they require a ftronger

dofe than is neceffary in many other
difeafes.

40. Emeticks increafe the ofpil-
lation of the folids, as well as the
motion of the fluids contained in
them. By which means, and the
forcible compreffion of the bowels one
againft another, the vifcid parts of
the liquids are broke down, and the
excretion of watery and flimy li-
quors from the mouth, throat, and
ftomach are augmented. The more
violent emeticks commonly ufed, are
the vinum benedi®tum, turbeth mi-
neral, ;mefjl{ck__t_a_r_tg_r'.; the milder,
Ipecacuan, quillsy and the gentleft

are,
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are, white vitriol, bitter infufions,
and fuch like (x).

Some caution however is neceflary

' in adminiftring emeticks, efpecially to

patients who are fubject to hzmor-
rhages, feeing the effort of vomiting

. may, by augmenting the velocity of

the blood, open the veflels again.—

 To fuch likewife as are threatened

with lethargy or apoplexy, left the

(x) A young man labouring under a dropfy
of the belly fpontaneoufly vomited up a great
quantity of water at two different times, and
was cured without taking any medicines. Adar-
cel. Donat. mirab. bift. lib. iv. cap. 21. cited by
Schenk. lib. iif. de bydrope, dbf. 5.---A nun after
being tapped feveral times for a dropfy, was cur-
ed by the ufe of vomits, all other medicines
having proved ineffectual.  Du Verney. Memoir.
de Pacad. des fciences, 1703.--- 1'wo years ago I
aw in the hofpital at Edinburgh a man cured
by Dr. Rutherford of a dropfy, which proceed-
ed from an altmatick complaint, by the ufe of
frequent vomits and a few purgatives.-- A drop-
fical patient went out fome miles to fea in boat,
which made him fick and vomuit, by which
means and ftrong exercife he was cured.  £o-

refl. fchol. ad obf. 32. hib, xix.
matter
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matter obftructed in the veflels be
thereby impacted into the fmall capil-
lary arteries, where the force of the
circulation, and the power of medi-
cines, have little effeG either to refolve
or drive it forward into the veins, and
there remain fixed for ever: and for
the fame reafon they are dangerous to
people under a dyfpnea from thick
vifcid matter obftructing the lungs (y).

' Eme-

(») Thegood, butdangerous, effe&ts of vo-

mits in afthmas from thick vilcid phlegm, I .

have known twice experienced in the fame lady.
The firft vomit fhe took was in the paroxyfm,
which, after violent ftraining almoft to fuffoca-
tion, produced its effe€t. The fit went off,
and did not return for fome months, After its
return fhe frequently entreated, but was not
permitted, to try the fame expedient, till fome
years after, when the fit was extremely obfti-
nate and would give way to no other remedy,
her phyfician was obliged to confent. She ac-
cordingly took the vomit ; the fame fcene, but
with infinitely more violence, was acted over
again. Her face turned black, all her veins
feemed ready to burft, her pulfe and breath
were gone, when fortunately changing her pof-

ture, in order to be blooded, the vomit ope-"

D 2 rated,
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Emeticks given in fo fmall dofes as
not to provoke vomiting, and fre-
quently repeated, often caufe a plen-
tiful difcharge of watery liquor by
ftool, urine, or fweating.

41. Purgatives generally quicken the
pulfe before they operate; they in-
creafe the fecretion of thin liquors, 1n-
to.the inteftines, and difcharge their
contents ; while at the fame time, by
diflolving the crafis of the blood, they
render the whole mafs more watery,
and weaken the patient—The {trong
catharticks, fuch as elaterium, gam-
boge, fcammony, - jalap, the juice of
the common fower de luce or iris,
and fuch like, are called hydragogues,
from, their caufing a great difcharge. of
watery liquors——OQther purgatives,
fuch as fenna, rhubarb, fyrup of buck-

rated, and, as before, carried off the fit: but
fo great was the danger, that the gentleman who
attended her determined never to try this remic-
dy again with her,

thorn,
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thorn, &c. are milder and weaker;—
and there is a third kind, commonly
called ecm&otmks thatare very mild ;
of this {ortare cryftals of tartar, prunes,
and tamarinds, which do httle more
than difcharge f'&:ces, and therefore are
of little fervice to hydropick people

Among the catharticks one may
reckon mercury and its preparations,
which of themfelves are- purgative,
and when joined to other catharticks,
angment their effeCts ; fuch are quicl«.~
filver extinguifhed in_f{oap or honey,
mercurius dalcis, calomel ().

It

(z) In the beginning of the year 1750 Dr.
Rutherford cured a patient (A. Bruce) in the
mﬁrmar}' at Edinburgh of an univerfal dropfy,
by giving him ftrong hydragogue purges almoft
every day for fome time, and then by the ufe of
ftrengthening bitters, bark and fteel, and pro-
per exercife, the patient was reflored to perfet
health.—A gentleman was taken fo ill of an a-
fcites, after a jaundice and vomiting of blood,
that he had thoughts of being tapped, when Dr.
Lifter ordered him the following purgative; R.
#ecold, fﬁi!ﬁ_{}'ma". UNC. 1T, fyrup. e ﬁhfﬂ. CErUing
3 unc.

e ————— o
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It ought to be remarked that, if
the hydropick water is not evacuated,
nor the {fymptoms alleviated by the
frequent uff: of ftrong purgatives, the
mifchief muft of courfe be increafed ;
for *“ when the ftrength is wafted, vio-
“ lent purging is hurtful, fince the
“ more moifture is carried off from
““ the body, the greater quantity of it

unc., 1ii. elater. gr. v m.  Which made him pafs
by flool above three gallons of water ; and by
taking two more dofes of this medicine, at pro-
per intervals, he got weil, and never had a re=
turn. Lifler. Exercit. med. de bydrope, &grot. 4.
—A pcafant being feized with a droply after an
ague, was cured by three dofes of the follow-
ing h}rdrqwﬁgue pLII'gE H i ﬁff{‘“ irid. ?!?,ﬁ?‘df LHE,

! ifz. manne unc. 1. f5. which made him evacuate a

great quantity of water both by ftool and urine.
River. obf. cent. 4. obf. 82.—See other cafes of
the effects of theiris, in Mife. cur. a. n. ¢c. dec.
2, ann. 8. obf. 63.—A-. mm’. Berol. dec, 1.
wol. x. [felt. 4.—Med. effays, wol. v. art. 8.—
Sydenham cured a woman of an afcites by the
ufe of the fyrup of buckthorn alone. De Fy-
drope.~It is needlefs to multiply examples of
this kind ; there are few writers on the dropfy
who do not relate fuch.

¢ will,
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“ will, in a fhort time, be again ad-
“ mitted into the cavities,” as Dr.
Mead has very juftly obferved (a).

42. If the extravafated water can
be carried off by the urinary pafiages,
the difcharge is made with little lofs
of ftrength; but it is to be regreted
that the operation of the medicines in-
tended to promote this excretion is ve-
ry uncertain ; the urine of hydropick
people often continuing to be made in
fmall quantities, and very thick and
deep coloured, notwithitanding the
ufe of the moft efteemed diureticks.

a. The medicines found to increafe
the dilcharge of urine, are plentiful
draughts of thin attenuating liquors;
but as they likewife relax the folids,
and increafe the difeafe by furn.ﬂamfr
a fupply of watery matter, the ufe of

(a) ¢¢ Et ubi fraltz vires, nocet vehemens

¢¢ per alvum purgatio ; quo enim plus humoris
g corpore ejicitur, eo major ipfius copia brevi
“ in cavitates refluit.  Mead. mon. med. cap. 8.

& them
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them in the dropfy, is for the moft
part defervedly forbid ; yet fometimes,

tho’ rarely, they have produced good

effects (4).

£. The neutral falts, fuch as nitre, vi-
triolated tartar, fal diureticus ; the acids,
fuch as juice uf lemons, tartar, vinegar,
{pirit of witriol, and ﬂlch like ﬁ;biian—
ces, not only promote the excretion of
uring, buttend alfo to make the circu-
lation of the blood flewer, and dimi-
nith the heat of the body, and therefore

(6) A monk who had taken various diure-
ticks for a dropfy, without any benefit, having
drunk a decoction of faflafras twice a day, pa{-
fed urine plentifully, and was cured. A4if.
a.n. c. 1715, cent, 3 & 4. obf. 28.——A pun
pafled wrine plentifully after eating largely of
water cucumbers, and drinking a great quantity
of water, which cured her of adroply. AMif.
cur. a. n. ¢, cent. § &6, obf. g6,—A girl, who
had the dropfy to fuch a violent degree that the
feemed ready to burft, drank great quantities of
thin watery liquors, contrary to the advice of
thofe about her, but f{:rmnnte!}r a diarrhea en-
fued, which cured her, Panarol, Roman, Pente-

coff. 2. obf. 24.
alc
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are not {o proper diureticks in a dropfy
as thofée medicines which both pro-
mote this excretion amd increafe the
force and eneérgy of the veflels,
When the refrigerants areé made ufe
of, fome ftimulating medicine ought
to be mixed with them (¢).

9 The

() A man about fifty was fuddenly feized
with a dyfuria, violent pain and vomiting, his
belly fwelling to an immenfe fize : he was blood-
ed, purged, had feveral clyfters, took mercurius
dulcis; whilft cataplafms and other remedies
were applied externally ; but all to no purpofe.
A catheter was introduced into his bladder, but
there was no urinein it. The man at laft feem-
ed a-dying, putrid ulcers beginning to appear,
and atroublefome hiccough feizing him, when Dr.
Lifter prefcribed the following medicine 5 R.
Jucc. limon. recent. unc. vi. fuce. cochlear, hor-
tenf. unc. 1v. fuce. plantag. hepat. aa un:. i
fyr. violar: une. ii. m. cap. une, tv. 3tia. ¢. b
By the ufé of this medicine he made a great
quantity of water, was much relieved, and by
the aflitance of a few purgatives recovered,
Lifter exercit. de bydrope, prot. 1 5.—A ftrong
young man became hydropick after a quartan
ague, he had difficult breathing, and made but
a {mall quantity of urine with a lateritious fe-
diment. I ordered him a bitter infufion, with

B fome
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. The ftimulant medicines menti-
oned in fe&. 23 J, efpecially the faline
kinds, often prove powerful and bene-

ficial diureticks (4).
J. The

fome pills of nitre, cryftals of tartar, balfam of
Tolu, and foap; by the help of thefe he made
urine plentifully, his hydropick {wellings abated,
and by the ufe of fome firengthening bitters,
and proper exercife he recovered his health.

(d) An unmarried lady, about thirty years of
age, after taking many purgatives and other
medicines for a jaundice, dropfy, and nephritis,
was cured by the lixivial and other. falts, which
made her pafs an almoft incredible number of
fones.  Mife. cur. a. n. c. dec. 1. ann. 3. obf.
174.—The good effeéts of thefe falts in the
dropfy are alfo to be feen Jbid. cent. 9 & 10.
obf. 55.—A woman of feventy cured of adrop-
fy, by taking a few draps of rectified fpirit of
{alt mixed with falt of wormwood, and. fome
of the acrid diureticks. fbid. dec. 2. ann. 7.
obf. 57.—An hydropick man cured by eating
onions. Jbid. cent. 5 & 6. obf. 40.—A lady,
fifty years of age, labouring under an afcites,
for which fhe had been thrice tapped, and taken
many purgatives and diureticks without any ef-
fe, took every morning and evening a fpoon-
ful of unbruifed muftard feed, and drank after

i

.
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d. The fame effe@s are often pro-
duced by the ufe of the natural bal-
fams;

it half a pint of a deco@®ion made of the tops
of green broom. In three days fhe was feni-
bly relieved ; the medicine purged her fome-
times two or three days, and made her pafs at
leaft between two and three quarts of urine eve-
ry day., She perfiffed in the ufe of thefe medi-
cines, and was cured without a relapfe, AMead.
mon. medic. cap. viii.—A woman between forty
and fifty years of age, never married, a vale-
tudinarian for twenty years before, and fubject
to immoderate fluxes of the menfes, was af-
fected with an univerfal anafarca, for which fhe
took many medicines of different kinds without
receiving any benefit. She fwelled to a prodi-
gious fize, and feemed almoft a-dying when fhe
was advifed to take the broom athes. She be-
gan the ufe of it the 8th of December, 1753
and continued it for fome months. She foon found
herfelf much relieved, made water freely, and
in confiderable quantity ; her fwellings began to
decreale, and were all gone by the month of
May, when fhe left off taking her medicine,
and has had no return of her dropfical com-
plaintsfince. She at firft took onlyadrachm aday,
divided into three dofes, but gradually increafed
the quantity to half an ounce, and ufed no other
medicine while fhe continued this. This ac-
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fams; for example, turpentine, the
copaivy, Tolu, or Pergvian balfams ;
as alfo by the ufe of fome animal fub-~

count I had from Mr. Bayne, apothecary in
Cork-ftreet.—A peafant having laboured long
under an afcites, and taken many remedies with-
out receiving any benefit, was at lalt advifed to
eat garlick ; by the ufe of which he made great

quantities of urine, and was in a little time

Burnet. medic. :‘ﬁfﬁmr Lk,
wiit, feff. 12. fubfes?. 1. He alfo adds, that be
has feen feveral cured by this remedy. See hii-
tories fuch as this in Foreff. lib. xix. obf. 27.—~—
Antony Maria being very ill of an anafarca
and afcites, after taking many medicines, Dr.
Poter ordered him fome of the fulpbur me-
tallorum with the elixir of vitriol; it {oon
gave him relief, and within twelve days his
belly and other fwelled parts were much de-
c:wﬂ.d having evacuated a great deal of water
both b? the m¢ mth and the urinary paflages, and
in a little time was cured.  Hoffman. Oper. fup-
pfr.ﬂ ent, p. 1. cent. 1. cbf. 2. Poter givesgreat
praifes to this medicine, the fulphur metallorum,
and mentions a great numbtr of hydropick
cafes he cured by it See :'.ef:.-'d, ::mr, 1. abf. g7.
cent. 2, a'*_f'. 12, 75. cent, 3 . 2@x. 375 OF
But it feems not to be well il what his meL
phur metailorum was, whether fulphur of antimo-
ny, or fulphur impregnated with other mineral
particies:

cured of his droply.

ftances,
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ftances, fuch as wood-lice, and can-
tharides in fmall quantities (¢).
e. Mer-

(e} A feruple of fpirit of turpentine with
tincture of bezoar and red coral, and forty or
fifty drops of fpirit of fea falt, brought away
urine from a man in admpfy and quartan ague,
to the amount of twice or thrice the quantity of
what he drank, and cured him. Aifcel. curigf.
dec. 2. ann, 3. obf. 110.—Turpentine with {pi-
rit of falt, fome fimple waters, and fyrfup had
the like effe€t. Jfbid. dec. 3. ann. 4. obf. 74.—
T o a country woman labouring under an afcites
Dr. Ruffel ordered the following pills; R.
Milleped. ppt. drachm. 1. fapon. wvemet. une. [5.
gum. ammon, drach. #i. balf. fulphar. cum. oles
terebint, q. s. ut flant pil. no. 80. She took fix
or eight of thefe pillsevery day, and after them a
draught of the following wine; R. fal. abfinth.
drach, i. Jacchar. alb. drach, iis. . Sillat. nucis
mofchat. gutt, vi. vin. albi lib. 1. m. ut fiat vi-
num medicatum. On taking thefe medicines
fhe voided fixteen ftones of an irregular fhape,
about the fize of common marbles that boys play
with; foon after the was feized with fuch a con-
tinual flux of urine, that the waters flowed from
her involuntarily in fo great quantities as to pafs
through the bed and chamber floor. The pati-
ent was then reftored by proper cordials and
bandages, the drop{y being almoft in a moment
of time abforbed and drained off by the kidnies.
_L.!‘r-"r f
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e. Mercury may be juftly ranked
among the diureticks; for when given
fingle, or mixed with other medicines,
it fometimes efficacioufly promotes the
excretion of urine ( f).

¢. When the paflage of urine is ob-
ftruted by fand or ftones, repeated

Ruffel on the ufe of fea-water, Jeéd. 2.—Hippo-
crates recommends the bodies of three cantha-~
rides without the heads, wings, or feet, bruifed
in water, as agood medicine in the dropfy. D;

vidtu acutirum, feét. 66.
(f) For a poor woman about fifty years of
age, whofe belly fwelled in confequence of a
{canty fecretion of urine, I prefcribed, after {he
bad taken a hydragogue purge, two ounces of
an infufion of juniper berries and gentian in ale,
adding a little fpiritus Mindereri, to be taken
morning and evening, and eight grains of the
mercurial pill of the Edinburgh difpenfatory,
at bed-time. The ufe of thele medicines brought
on a copious difcharge of urine, and in a fort-
night’s time fhe recovered her health.———M}r fa=
ther ordered two or three dofes of mercurius dul-
cis to a man who bad an univerfal anafarca and
afcites, which, in one night, produced fuch
a copious difcharge of urine, as to remove his

complaints entirely.

dofes
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dofes of the mineral acids properly
diluted, lime-water, and other reme-
dies for calculous diforders, are to be
given.

9. The catharticks recommended in
fe&t. 41, not only empty the intef-
tines, and caufe a flow of liquors to
them, but alfo often increafe the quan-
tity of urine, .and when they are
oiven either at the fame time or al-
ternately with diureticks are obferved
to increafe their operation.

Diureticks may alfo be affifted by
relaxing injections thrown into the
oreat guts, and by keeping the loyns
warm while the reft of the body is
cool.

If the remedies mentioned in this
42d {et. do not increafe the aqueous
fecretions, they will be prejudicial ;
for by diffolving the blood they add
to the difeafe; and this excretion of
urine is of fuch confequence in drop-

fies,
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fies, that it may be faid, in general,
there is little expeQation of makifig a
cure while more liquors are drunk
than are pafled off; and Celfus (g) ob-
ferved long ago, that when the urine
15 in greater quantity than the drink,
the phyfician may hope for fuccefs.

43. The fkin of dropfical people is
generally dry, the perfpirable liquor
being poured into the hydropick ca-
vities; if therefore the éxcretion by
the {kin be increafed, a lefs quantity
of fluid is conveyed into the cavities
to increafe the difeafe, and the blood
is freed from a redundancy of water.
To obtain this, the method prefcribed
by Celfus is certainly very rational GE
“ Sweat, fays he, 1s to be promoted,

(g) ¢ Si plus humoris excernitar quam affu-
mutur, ita demum fecunda valetudinis {peseft,
¢ Celf. lih. iii, cap. 21.

(%) ¢ Evocandus eft fudor non per exercita-
tionem tantum, fed etiam in'arena calida, wvel
lacenico vel clibano, fimilibufque aliis ; max-
ime enim funt utiles naturales & ficcze fuda-
tiones.”  Celfusy lib, iit, cap. 21,

(41

[ 11
14
111
1]
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“ not only by exercife, but likewife
“ in warm fand (z), a bagnio or ftove
“ (&), and other fuch like contri-
“ vances; for natural and dry {weat-
““ Ing 1s very ufeful.”

[

The diaphorefis may be increafed
feveral other ways.

() Dampier in his voyages relates that, find-
ing himfelf ill of adropfy in the ifland of Cali-
furnhl; he covered himfelf all over with fand,
warmed by the heat of the fun, for an hour;
then he was carried to bed and well covered
with cloaths, where he fell into a profufe fweat,
after which he recovered daily,

(#) A patientafli@ted with an hydrops peGo-
ris and afcites, was cured by {weating plentifully
in a ftove prepared with fpirit of wine, living
on a fudorifick diet of guiac and farfaparilla for
twenty days, and taking a hydragogue purge
every fourth day. River. obf. cent. 4. obf. 71.
——It is probably the warm fteam in the grotto

ISErp: near Rome, that cures dmnﬁﬁa and
man} other difeafes ; although the effe&t is attri-
buted to the licking and fution of ferpents.
See the hiftory of the cure of a droply by this
cave, Mifcel, curief. a. n. ¢. dec, 3. ann. 4. dbf.
20.

a. Fric-
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a. Frittion as well as exercife di-
reted in § 23 B. is univerfally known
to do it.

4. So alfo do the ftimulants recom-
mended in {e&. 23 d; efpecially thofe
which are compofed of a fubtile oik
and volatile falt (/).

¢. 'The natural balfams mentioned
in fect, 42 d. at nearly in the fame
way.

d. Mercury, and feveral of its pre-
parations, frequently open the pores
of the fkin and promote a plentiful

() John Tackler, afflited with adropfy, by
the ule of fpirit of fal ammoniac fweated pro-
fufely and difcharged a great quantity of urine
the fwelling baving fublided, the remains there-
of were carried off in a few days by a dofe or
two of a hydragogue purge. Binninger, cent, 1.
¢bf. 76.—The decoction of the rad. vincetoxi-
cum ({wzllow-wort) is ftrongly recommended
as a fudorifick in the droply. Mifcel. cur. a. n.
¢. dec. 2, ann. q. obf. 38.

dia-
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diaphorefis; efpecially if proper care
be taken to direct their operation this
way.

e. Antimony, and its preparations,
readily affect the fkin and increafe the
cutaneous excretions.

/- And opium, either by itfelf or
differently prepared with other medi-
cines, produces the fame effeGts ().

g. Thefe

(m) A woman gave to her hufband labouring
under a dropfy fifteen or twenty grains of lauda-
num ; he broke out into a profufe {weat, pafled
a great quantity of urine, and was cured. Hi/%.
delacad. des [iences, 1703 —A gentleman who
was much troubled with noéturnal pains from
an ill cured lues venerea, for which he would
take nothing but a little laudanum to eafe his
pain, at length fell into an univerfal droply ;
and being averfe to medicines he fent for Dr.,
Willis, to know if he might take laudanum in
this diftemper, fo as to keep him eafy : the doc-
tor confented to it, after giving him proper cau-
tions, and went away, not expecting he would
live many days. T he patient immediately took
a large dofe of laudanum, which he continued
to increale every day till he came to a quantity
almoft
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g. Thefe two laft named medi-
ciges, the antimony and opium, have
- | often

almoft incredible. In a month’s time all his
dropfical {wellings were gone, his no&urnal
pains left him, he had 2 good appetite, and was
able to walk abroad. The opium fweated him
plentifully every night, and made him pafsa
large quantity of urine. #illis Pharm. ratio.
p.-1. 3.7, cap. 1.

The following cafe I had from Dr. Knight.
A middle aged man, after a quartan ague, was
taken with an afcites, and being fwelled all over
was received into the Wefltminfter infirmary.
A number of purgatives and other medicines
were given him, which did not at all relieve him ;
and there feemed to be little hopes of his reco-
very. Dr. Knight ordered him a dofe of Do-
ver's opiate powder, which fweated him plenti-
fully and relieved him greatly ; he continued
the ufe of this medicine for two months with
the fame fuccefs, his fwelling all the while di-
minifhing confiderably ; but at the end of this
period the powder had no mote effe€, and his
difeale feemed to be at ftand. The do&or then
ordered him to take a purgative alternately with
the powder ; which courfe relieved him alfo but
little till he was bandaged pretty tightly all over:
the medicines then began to have a good effeét ;
and by continuing this courfe, and drawing the
bandages
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often a better effe&t when mixed, than
when cither of them is taken fepa-
rately, efpecially the antimonial wine
and tinCture of opium (7).

bandages tighter as, the water was evacuated, a
compleat cure was made in a thort time. The
doétor {aw the man four or five months after-
wards in good health, and believeshe has had no
relapfe.

-(n) The. antimonial wine mixed with tinc-
ture of opium is now a medicine much ufed in
St. George’s holpital : Thave feen it often given
as a {udorifick, which jintention it-an{wered ef-
fectually, and did great fervice in rbeumatick
cafes.---To a woman about forty, afflicted with
a dropfy of the incyfted kind for {everal years,
which had diftended her belly to. an enormous
fize, and feemed to proceed from a {chirrous
ovarium, I ordered thirty or forty drops of, lau-
danum in an ounce of pepper-mint water, firft
with half a drachm of the lixivium of tartar,
and! about two months afterwards, when the
medicine feemed not to produce its.ufual effelt,
with fifty drops of the antimonial wine: fhe
took this medicine as oft as fhe found her belly
begin to grow larger, and was always relieved
by it, the perfpiration and difcharge of urine
being greatly-increafed.

b. That
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b. That thefe diaphoretick or fudo-
rifick medicines may have a proper
effet their operation muft be affift-
ed, not only by excluding the cold
air, but alfo by keeping the furface of
the body warm with thicker garments,
and a greater quantity of bed cloaths
than ufual, as well as with warm
drink, and fomenting the fkin with
fteams of hot water, or rather with
the vapour of burnmg {pirits of wine;
or by rubbing the body with warm
flannel well 1mpregnated with aroma-
tick fumes, when an increafed per-
ipiration without {weat is intended.

44. Although a falivation raifed by
mercury greatly weakens the patient,
and diflolves the humours into an aque-
ous mafs, yet it is faid to have cured a
dropfy (¢) : when therefore this dif-

temper

(¢) A man betwcen twenty-five and thirty
years of age was attacked with an afcites and
anafarca, and finding no relief from any other
means
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temper has baflled other remedies, fa-

livation may be tried.

45. In dropfies every difcharge of
watery fluids is not to be efteemed be-
neficial ; for if thefe are only feparat-
ed from the blood without any dimi-
nution of the hydropick fwelling,
which alone is the fure fign that the
defired abforption has been made, the
patient’s {trength is exhaufted and his
blood diflolved; fo that the cure of
the difeafe is fo far from being advan-
ced by fuch excretions, that, on the
contrary, the cafe muft be rendered
worle.

means ufed for his recovery was cured by being
tapped and falivated ; recourfe was had to the fa-
livation becaufe neither the puntture, nor any
medicines which had been given bim, removed
the fubcutaneous fwellings, Du Ferney, Memoir,
de lacad des [ciences, 1*;03.——A man labouring
under a dropfy was cured by an accidental fali-
vation, raifed by mercury mixed with purmnr
pills, which continued fourteen days. Mifoel,
curiof. dec. 2. ann. 4. x:@f jffr —ﬂn hydropick
woman was greatly aflilted in her cure bv a fa-
livation. Aa. phyf. med. a. n. c. vol.v. cbf. 3.

46. In
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46, In the few cafes where there
are other natural paffages than thofe
now treated of to be opened, it is
plain-that the methods of cure muft
be varied according to each particular
cafe; which fhall'be confidered’in the
fecond part of this effay.

477. The like' variety of manage-
ment being required in different drop-
fies where-artificial outlets for the wa-
ter are to be made, I muft not at pre-
fent enter into any detail concerning
them.

43. When hydroprick water is let
out either by the natural or artificial
paflages, efpecially if it be done fud-
denly, the preﬁure of the water on
the iIdL‘S of the cavity in which it was
contained, and on the nei ghbuurmg
organs, is taken oft; wherefore the hi-
quors from the heart finding lefs refift-
ance here to their flow than in other
parts, will overftretch all thefe veflels

where

7
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where the preflure is diminifhed, and
produce inflammation or gangrene in
the fmaller veflels( ), and the effufi-
on of liquors where they have any
apertures (7). At the fame time the
other organs of the body being de-
prived of their due proportion of li-
quors will become unfit for perform-
ing aright their fun&ions; and hence
a difficulty in breathing, weaknefs and
faintnefs, lofs of appetite, bad digefti-
on, and fuch other {ymptoms, are
the common confequences of a fud-
den evacuation of hydropick waters
from large cavities.

() Hiltories of inflammations or gangrenes
coming foon on the bowels, after performing
the paracentelis incautioufly, may be read in
Mifeel. cur. a. n. ¢. dec. 2, ann. 6. obfe 152~
Bonet, fepulch. anat, lib. iii. Jedi. 21,

() More water is colle@ed in the abdomen
in one week after tapping than fix before jt,.—
Hydatides opened often difcharge as much in a
day or two, as was formerly colleéted in them
during months or years.—The water which was
clear and limpid at a firit tapping, is frequently
bloody at a fecond.

E 49. Thefe
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49. Thefe bad confequences of tak-
ing away hypropick waters are to be
prevented, 1. By letting out the wa-
ter flowly, and in fmall quantities at
a time, that the preffare may be taken
off very gradually.—2. By making as
great a preffure on the part from which
the water is difcharged as was occafi-
oned by the fluid while it remained
within the body.— 3. By applying
fome of the ftrengthening medicines
taken notice of in fect. 23.

InpicaTion Il

¢o. Tho' the two firft indications
may have been fuccefsfully purfued,
{o as to have drained off all the extra-
vafated water, yet the third indication
(fe&. zo. 3.) is not to be forgot; for
there are few difeafes into which pati-
ents are {o liable to relapfe as the drop-
fy. Whoever therefore has once had
a dropfy muit be particularly on his
guard againft a return of it. -

51. Per-

T T s e
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51, Perfons in this condition ought
to perfift long in the ufe of corrobo-
rants and fuch other medicines as leflen
the difeafe, gradually forbearing eva-
cuations, and increafing the dofes of
the ftrengthening remedies, till the na-
tural tone of all the organs 1s reftored ;
then the cold bath, which was faid to
be improper while the dropfy conti-
nued, may be fuccefsfully employéd
for bracing the folids fufficiently.

It will be readily underftood that in
the dropfy from rigidity, (fec. 28.)
where a peculiar method was propo-
fed, there is an exception to the rule
above mentioned.

52, Befides the general method now
propofed fpecial regard is to be had,
1. To the original caufe of the drop-
{y ; the increafe or return of which is
to be guarded againft.—2. To the part
more immediately affected; for thefides
of the cavity ought to be comprefled,

E 2 {up-
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fupported, and ftrengthened, till their
fibres and veflels have recovered their
proper ftrength and tone,

53. If the morbid cavity can be de-
firoyed or filled up, without danger
or very great inconvenience to the pa-
tient, it is advifeable to do 1t, as
in many cafes there is no other me-
thod of preventing a frefh collection

of water.

4. A particular recital of thofe
fymptoms that frequently attend drop-
fies, or might be brought on by them,
but are not neceflary confequences or
conftant concomitants of this difeafe,
are purpofely omitted, as they would
lead us into too large a field of inqui-
ry foreign to the prefent {ubject,

5. In the preceding part of this
effay it was hinted that the general
account of this difeafe was nat fufli-
cient to dire& us to the cure of its
different
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different fpecies, we fhall therefore
now proceed to a more particular de-
fcription, which will be the more
clearly comprehended, if the gene-
ral doérine already propofed, be kept
in view,
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56, HE waters of dropfiesare
contained either in cavi-

(78)

EA R T 1L

Of the different Kinds of
DROPSIES.

ttes which have a free
communication with others, or in
fuch as have no dire& or natural out-

let. Hence the divifion into diffufed
and incyfted dropfies.

CHALDL L
Of the pirrusep DROPSY.

The Seat of the Difeafe.

§7. The principal, if not the only,
feat of the diffufed dropfy is that cel-
lular
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Jular membranous fubftance which is
to be found every where under the
{kin, about the mufcles, blood- veflels,
nerves, bowels, and which, in fhort,
feems to ferve as a general connecting
medium to all the parts of the body.

58. This cellular fubftance confifts
of extremely fmall, pellucid, duc-
tile and elaftick membranes ; and tho’
we cannot demonftrate either veflels
or nerves proper to 1ts lamelle, never-
thelefs innumerable large veflels, both
arterial and venous, as well as fmaller
exhaling and abforbing tubes, with
sbundance of nerves, are difperfed
through every part of it. Between
thefe membranes are fpaces of an ir-
regular figure, and of very different
fizes, opening into each other, and
commonly called cells; into thefe the
arteries are conftantly pouring liquors,
which are again reaflumed into the
blood by the extremities of veins.

E 4 59, How-
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59. However the appearance of the
I | cellular membrane is different, in dif-
| ferent parts of the body. In fome it
is of a loofe texture, being compofed
of larger veficular membranes and
cells; in others thefe membranes or
lamelle are firm, thin and fhort—
The cells fometimes contain a grofs,
at other times a very fine oil; fome-
times a vifcid, at other times a thin
watery liquor (7).

SYMPTOMS.

60. The defcription of a dropfy al-
ready given in fe&. 4----10. an-
fwers to the diffufed ones, allowing
for the appearances arifing from the
nature of the cellular membranes in
which the water is contained : thus,

(r) Whoever would know more concerning
this cellular fubftance may read Schobinger’s
differtation on this fubjeé, publithed at Gottin-
gen 1748, in which he will find a particular
account of it, and the doctrine of the ingenious
Dr. Haller refpeling its texture and ufes.

a. The
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a. The very fmall quantity of wa-
ter contained in each cell can fcarce
fluctuate fo much under the finger as
to imprefs it with the fenfe of an un-
dulatory motion; but by preflure the
water may be fqueezed into the neigh-
bouring cells: by this means a {mall
hollow or pit is made, which is flow-
ly and gradually filled up again when
the preflure is removed.

6. The water by its weight defcends
through thefe cells towards the lower
parts, which therefore are generally

more {welled and diftended than thofe
above.

¢. The fymptoms of this difeafe, in
moft of the deep feated internal or-
gans, not being obfervable either by
the eye or the finger, we can only
judge fuch parts to be affected by the
conftitution of the patient, and the
injuries which the different funétions

may have fuftained.
E s CAUSE
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CAUSE and PROGNOSTICK.

61. The caufes of the diffufed
drop{y are enumerated in fet. 11.---
18. and the prognoftick is to be made
according to the circumftances hinted

in feé&. 1q.

€ U R E

62. Nor is any circumftance to be
changed in the indications of cure re-
lated in fe&. 20. But in the thera-
peutick part it may be worth while to
obferve, that the abforption from the
cellular membrane is more eafily per-
formed than from any of the cyfts,
becaufe its veins are larger and more
numerous, and the fides of its cells
have generally lefs preflure on them
than the cylts have; hence, ceteris
paribus, the diffufed dropfy yields
fooner to medicines than the incyfted.

Its
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Its different SPECIES.

ANASARCA.

63. The moft frequent and mani-
feft kind of the diffufed dropfy is the
fubcutaneous, called by the Latins In-
tercus, and by the Greeks Avasapus,

or Asuxo@Xeypariz (5):

64. When this difeafe depends on
the caufes mentioned in fe&. 12---15.
the feet begin firft to fwell, efpecially
in the evening, after exercife, and
when the patient has {tood or fat long;
which fwelling rifes frequently to the

(5) Aretzeus makes a difference between the
leucophlegmatia and anafarca, but we ufe the
words anafarca and leucophlegmatia indifferent-
ly, for they feem to be but different ftages of
the fame difeafe. He fays, that when the body
is fwelled with a thick white pituit, the difeale
ought to be named phlegmatia, but when the
fleth is diffolved into a bloody thin watery hu-
mour it ought then to be called anafarca.  Lib.
i, cap. 1.
thighs,
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thighs, By lying in bed the fwell-
ing becomes lefs, or even almoft im-
perceptible. The reafon of thefe
appearances may be eafily underftood
when one confiders, what was before
hinted at, that as the cells in which
this watery fluid is depofited, commu-
nicate with each other, {o of courfe
this fluid defcends by ‘its own weight
to the inferior parts. To this if we
add, that in an eret pofture the high
column of blood contained in the aor-
ta, and inferior vena cava, prefles up-
on the veflels of the lower parts, and
makes the return of the blood from
thence to the heart more difficult; and
that under fuch circumftances as com-
monly produce the anafarca the ve-
nous fyftem is greatly relaxed; and
that, by thefe means, the power fail-
ing which fhould .promote the afcent
of the blood from the lower parts, it
moves with more difficulty, and the
thinner parts are by this additional de-
lay forced into the fmaller ramifica-

tions which empty their contents into
the




OF THE DROPSY. 8;

the cellular fubftance. But when a
perfon is laid horizontally the height of
the column of blood in the returning
veins is fhortened ; the blood flows
with lefs difficulty, and the preflure
being removed, the power of abforp-
tion is reftored, whilft a lefs quantity
of moifture is forced through the ex-
haling veflels.

6c. In the progrefs of this difeafe
the fwelling rifes to the hips, loins,
and belly, extends itfelf to the tho-
rax, and at length to the hands
and face ; fo that the whole body is
affeCted by it, the moft depending
parts being always the moft enlarged.

66. An obftacle of any kind being
once made to the return of the blood
by the veins from any part of the bo-
dy, that part {oon becomes anafarcous,
or, as it is moft commonly termed,
cedematous ; ; and the dropfical fwell-
ing extends itfelf gradually in propor-
tion to the obftructing caufe, tho’ all
the
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the organs of the body are in a natu-
ral found ftate; thus an anafarcous
fwelling may be brought on the limbs
by comprefling the inferior vena cava
or the iliac vemns; or on the arms or
head by comprefling the fuperior cava.
A {chirrus in the arm-pit often caufes

the arm to appear extremely oedemat-
ous,

67. Watery tumors may be pro-
duced wherever there is a preternatu-
ral laxity of the folids, or when the
circulation of the blood is obftructed
in the capillary arteries: fuch tumors
therefore are often the confequences
of palfy (¢), bruifes, fprains, eryfipe-
las, of the poifon of the viper, bites
of infects, &c.

68. The head and fcrotum are the
only two parts of the body on which,
when diftended with the fubcutaneous

(t) See a dropfy from palfy, Heffman fupplem:
ccnt. 1. Eéf g?t

dropfy,
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dropfy, authors have been pleafed to
beftow particular names. ‘To the
former they have given the name of
hydrocephalus, and to the latter hy-
drocele. Butin {peaking of thefe two
forts of dropfies it is always right to
add the epithets of {ubcutaneous or
external, to diftinguith them from the
other kinds of dropfy to which the
head and fcrotum are fubject, and
of which there will be occafion to
treat, in the following part of this ef-
fay.

69. As the water of a fubcutaneous
dropfy ftretches the fkin, prefles on
the blood veflels, nerves, muicles, &c.
and relaxes all the parts it touches;
the heat of the body, the contractile
power of the mufcles, and the tone
of the veflels, are all thereby confi-
derably diminithed, and the fkin be-
comes fo infenfible, that it has been
fometimes burnt without the know-

ledge
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88 . OF THE DROPSY,

ledge of the patient(x), whofe own
weight at laft becomes a burthen great-
er than he can fupport.—The veflels
under the fkin being by this preflure
fo ftraitned as to be incapable of tranf-
mitting their liquors to the heart, dif-
charge them into improper places ;
hence are frequently produced the red
fpots and blotches obferved on the
fkins of hydropick people.—The dif-
fufed water too, by preffing univerfal-
ly on the veflels, increafes the refift-
ances to the force of the heart, which
of confequence becomes unequal to

its tatk of propelling the blood thro’

(#) A labouring man who feemed to be al-
moft drowned by water under the fkin, hav.
ing his thighs as thick as an ordinary man’s bo-
dy, being very cold in the winter lay down by
the fire to warm himfelf, and, by accident, put-
ting his foot againft the hot coals, tho’ he felt
no pain, was fo much burned that the water
was totally evacuated in three davs time thro’
the aperture made by this accident ; and he was
fo much reduced in fize that his {kin hung loofe
about him : but he recovered his health by what
at firft feemed to be a kind of misfortune. Boer-
baav, comment. in [ell, 416, inflitut, med,

the
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the body; and therefore the blood is
colle¢ted moftly in the large vefels
about the heart and in the lungs,
where it caufes anxiety, fhort and dif-
ficult breathing, efpecially when, from
a little motion or exercife, the finall
portion which finds a paﬁage thro’ the
other parts of the body, is forced to
return to the heart fomewhat more
quickly than ordinary. — Sometimes
the water diftends and dilates the
pores of the fkin fo much, that thro’
them it makes its way out of the bo-
dy (w). But if it paffes thro’ the vef~
fels of the {kin only, and not thro’
the cuticle, it raifes blifters, which
being brnke the waters run out plen-
tifully (x).—When the circulation is
wholly ftopped in any part, by the
preflure of the water, a mortification
infues. Or, when the extravafated

(w) and (x) I have feen feveral inftances of
both ; there are remarkable examples of the
former in Mifeel, cur. a. n. ¢, dec. 2. ann. Q.
obf. 136.——1bid. an. 3. ¢bf. 136. and of the
latter ibid, dec. 2. ann, 10, 0bf. 34.
liquors
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go OF THE DROPSY.

liquors become acrid or putrid they
erode the fibres to which they are
contiguous; and if any part of this
acrimonious fluid be taken up by the
abforbent veflels and mixed with the
circulating fluids, it caufes thirft, heat,
fevers, and their numerous confe-
quences.

70. A general anafarca never is with-
out a colleCtion of water in the cel-
lular membranes furrounding the vif-
cera 3 this muft occafion fome difor-
der in their funétions, from whence
various other fymptoms arife, which
fhall be enumerated when we come to

confider the different forts of internal
diffufed drapfies.

71. Asevery kind of dropfy has
fomething peculiar to itfelf, and pro-
bably yields more to fome particulaz
clafs of medicines than to ethers, in
treating of the management of each,
thofe medicines fhall be more expreily
confidered whofe effe¢t may be gene-
rally
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rally depended on, in the fpecies of
dropfy then treated of, whilft the o-
thers are only cafually mentioned.

~ #2, a. Thofe corroborants or ftrength-

eners that increafe abforption when
externally applied do more fervice in
the fubcutaneous droply than in any
other kind, becaufe they can be ap-
plied almoft to the feat of the dif-

eafe; and therefore frition, the fti-
mulant fumes ( y), aromaticks(z), and

(y) R. Pulv. benzoin. q.f. vel R. thur. ma-
ftich. fuccin. ana p. ae. mifce: fiat pulvis ; pau-
latim carbonibus incenfis, intra caminum inji-
ciatur, et fumus excipiatur panno laneo, donec
bene calefcat pannus, cuti mane et vefpere affri-
candus.

(z) R. Pulv. fubt, fummit. abfinth. unc. iv.
cret alb. unc. viii. mifce. Pulvere hocce afper-
gatur pannus, quo circumligandae funt partes
hydropicae, h. s.---vel R. pulv. fubtil. cinnamom.
fefquidrach, nucis mofchat. drach. ii. campho-
rae {crup. ii. mifce. Admifceatur hicce pulvis
cum goflipio, inferendo inter duplicatum linte-
um, ex quo conficiantur tibialia, vel manicae,
funiculis adftringendae.

{pirituous
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fpirituous medicines (2), ought to be
afliduoufly employed.

6. Bandages are extremely proper

and beneficial in aflifting the tone of

the parts, and for preventing the in-
flux of fluids into the cellular fub-
ftance, and expelling water from them,
as was before explained.

¢. Diaphoreticks and fudorificks aét
chiefly on the veflels of the fkin,
and frequently produce very good
effe€ts; whether heat alone, or ftimu-

lants (4), or antimonial preparati-
ons

(@) R. Spirit. vini camphorat. unc. iv, fpirit.
falin. aromat. drach. i. mifce. Affricetur, q. s.
parti tumidae bis de die,

(¢) R. Spirit. corn. cerv. femiunc. cujus
aeger fudationi accin€tus hauriat gutt. Ixxx. in
quovis liquore vinofo tepido, et gutt, XxX. omni
poftea quadrante horae.——vel R. julep. e cam-
phor. lib. fem. tinét. ferpent. unc. i. mifce.
Propinanda eft primo uncia una, et poftea unc.
fem. omni {emihora ad tres vel quatuor vices.—
vel R. Spirit. minder. unc. viii. fal. vol. c. c.
gr. xL. {yrup Tolutan, unc, ii. mifce: hauriat

unc.

f
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ons (¢), or mercurials (4), or opi-
um (¢), or other medicines are em-
ployed for this purpofe (£).

73. Either

unc. ii. ftatim cum in le€tum fe receperit, et
unciam unam omni dein femihora.

(¢) R. Vin. antimon. femiunc. capiat gutt.
x1. in feri la&is vinofl. unc. ii. et reit. dofis om-
ni hora fi ferat ventriculus.—vel R. Kerm. mi-
neral. gr. ii. theriac., andromach. drach. i. mifce
pro dofi,.—vel R, antimon. calcinat. ad albedi-
nem cum aequali copia rafur. corn. cerv. gr.
xxx. cap. pro dofi.---vel R. Vin. antimon.
gutt. xl. tinct. thebaic. gutt. xxx, cap. dof.
hujufmodi 8va quaque hora, ex quovis liquore
tepido.

(d) R. Turpeth. mineral. gr. i. diafcord. fe-
midrach. ol. ftil. menth. gutt. iii. mifce pro do-
fi.---vel R. mercur. dule. gr. iv. camphor. gr.
vi. opii gr. ii. mifce & cap. {udori accinétus,

() R. Pulv, caftor. gr. xv. fal. fuccin. gr. v.
fal. vol. c. c. gr. vi. opii crud. gr. ii. {yrup. e
cortice aurant. q. s. fiat bolus h. s. devorandus,
---vel R. Tartar. vitriol. fal. nitri, ana fcrup.
iv. funde in crucibulo, pulveriz. et adde pulv.
rad. ipecacuan. opii ana fcrup. i. ol. ftil. men-
thae gutt. ii. mifce. Dofis eft a fcrup. i, ad
gr. xI. This is Dever’s powder formerly men-
tioned p. 68.

(f) Hot bricks applied to the feet {weated
them, and cured oedematous legs remaining af-

ter
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73. Either at the fame time or al-
ternately with thefe remedies the cor-
roborants, diureticks, and purgatives
recommended in the firft part of this
eflay ought to be prefcribed (g).

74. Although the remedies hitherto
propofed may have been duly admi-
niftered, yet the anafarca may in-
creafe, and the extravafated water re-
main in the cellular fubftance un-

ter anague. AMifcel, cur. a. n. ¢. dec. 2. an. 8.
obf. 141.—The fumes of gentian, juniper ber-
ries, and vinegar, cured adropfy. Jbid. dec, 3.
an. 9 & 10. obf. 24.——An hydropick child was
cured by fweating. Jbid. obf. 197.

(g) In the month of June, 1754, Robert
Damyerin, a ftrong young man, was taken into
St. George’s hofpital for an anafarca by Dr. Daw-
fon, who ordered him dry diet, a purge of jalap
and nitre twice a week, and to take in the inter-
mediate days the {quill pills and faline draughts.
By the ufe of thefe medicines his fwellings were
all carried off in about five weeks : he made wa-
ter freely and {weated often: and afterwards, by
the help of fome ftrengthening medicines, the
cure was completed,

lefs

7
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fefs drained off by fome artificial
opening.

«. When the cuticle is raifed by a
veficatory, large quantities of water
are fometimes poured out thro’ the
{kin (5); but if its furface is too much
expofed it is liable to gangrene; fo
that other expedients ought to be pre-
ferred to this method.

8. The antients burnt the fkin with
a hot iron, and fome moderns ufe the
potential cautery in place of it. But
efchars formed by both methods will
not allow the water to pafs off; fo
that we muft either wait for the {low
feparation of the efchar, while in the

(b)) We find the cafe of a patient cured by
veficatories, applied to many different parts of
the body, in River. obf. commun. a Tocoz. dbfs
n1.——In the year 1747 I faw a young man la-
bouring under an anafarca, from whom all the
water was drained off by blifters applied to his
legs, but his legs mortifying he died.---See fuch
another cafe told by Gul, Frab. flildan. cent. 1.
abf. 49.

mean
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mean time the difeafe is gaining
ground, or the efchar muft be cut
thro’ or removed, and therefore the
previous burning was ufelefs.

y. In Galen’s time punctures were
more ufed by phyficians than burn-
ing (z), the former in general allow-

ing the water to run out more plenti-
fully (%).

(1) Emi 8¢ 7wy Jé“emmx»::u Gh TROAREVTHCELC
ovopalopmevas, naAroy Ty xadsewy gy e rorg
sarpors sigw.  Galen. comment, in aphor, 27.
feét. v,

(#) There is the hiftory of a man of feventy
years of age, who by the afliftance of the punc-
ture with the needle lived feveral months, in
Willis de anafarca, pharm. ration, part.2. QOne
of the fervants of the Portugueze envoy to the
Britith court would have died in a fhort time of
a droply, had not the waters plentifully and con-
ftantly ouzed out at an orifice cafually made juft
by his great toe, where he had formerly a deep
rooted corn.  Englfh tranflat, of Bserbaave’s
aphorifms, note to fel?. 1242,

d. Moft

RREEE A
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d. Moft of the moderns follow Cel-
fus’s method (/), and make deep inci-
fions into the hydropick fwellings to
give vent to the water (m).

e. The

(Z) ¢ Incidendum quoque fuper talum, qua-
¢ tuor fere digitis, ex parte interiore eft: quo
¢ per aliquot diesfrequens humor feratur : atque
¢“ iplos tumores incidere altis plagis oportet ;
¢ concutiendumque corpus eft multa- geftati-
‘¢ one, atque ubi indultae vulneribus cicatrices
¢ funt, adjiciendum exercitationibus & cibis,
¢ donec corpus ad priftinum ftatum revertatur,”
Celf. lib, iii, cap, 21.

(m) A middle aged man labouring under an
anafarca from hard drinking, had incifions made
on the infide of his thigh, which difcharged a
vaft quantity of water, and tock three dofes of
a ftrong hydragogue purge of the juice of the
common iris, at the diftance of three days be-
tween each, while only a pintof liquor was al-
lowed him a day; by which method moft of
the hydropick fwellings fubfided, He then was
ordered, by way of a ftrengthener, fome worm-
wood water in which alittle rhubarb had been’
infufed. The incifions were kept open, and-
the' patient abftaining from drinking for fome
months was quite cured. Liffer, exercit. med:

) de
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e. The Egyptians are faid (»)
have made fetons in the {kin, leaving
the

de hydrope, @grot, 1.--In the month of April 1754,
Elizabeth Davies was taken into St. George’s
hofpital by Dr. Dawfon for an univerfal dropfy ;
the tuld me fhe had been formerly h}fdmpick,
and was cured by purging., The doftor at firlt
ordered her fome dofes of jalap and nitre two
or three times a week, and in the intermediate
days to take the fquill pills; which medicines
had little effect. In the beginning of May her
legs were fcarified, and fhe was ordered dry
d;Lt and the bitter fcorbutick ale, and to conti-
nue the ufe of the fquill pills. Ina little time
moft of the extravafated water was evacuated
by the fcarifications. By continuing this regi-
men, and taking now and then a purge, and
once a vomit, all her dropfical {wellings were
gone by the month of July, when fhe was or-
dered the fteel ele€tuary and cold bath. Being
to all appearance cured of her dropfy fhe was
going to be difmifled the hofpitaly when {he was
fuddenly feized with a fever and died the third
day. Upon opening her Imdy no vifible caufe
could be found to which either her dropfy or fe-
ver could be attributed.—A lady labouring un-
der both an anafarca and afcites had a Tmall
incifion made in each leg, thro’ which about a
gallon of water was difcharged every day for
ten
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the cord in the wound to prevent its
healing, and thro’ this drain the wa-
ter flowed night and day. Others
put peafe or fome fuch bodies in the
incifions to keep them open; buta
gangrene is to be feared from thefe
extraneous bodies, as the circulation
in fuch weak veflels is eafily ftopt by
preflure or irritation,

75. Some

ten days together ; her legs were fomented ofit=
en with warm fomentations ; fhe drank twice
a day a cupful of a bitter infufion, and at night
a diuretick draught made with oxymel of {quills,
cinnamon water, and {pirit of lavender; and as
her ftrength retarned fhe took fome purgatives.
By this treatment fhe was reftored to health,
and lived five years afterwards without a relapfe.
Mead. mon. med. cap, viii.—Mr, Cowper is faid
to have cured a great many by making an inci-
fion between the toes.  Englifh tranflat. of Boer-
baav. aphor. note to fedf. 1242.

(n) ¢¢ Veteres Agyptii homines hydropicos
¢ pharmacis quidem non vexabant ; introduce=-
““ bant autem per cutem acus fila trahentes, re-
¢ linquebant in vulnere fila, ne coalelceret, ita
“¢ aqua continuo fluxu, diu no&tuque effluebat
“ omnis.”” Boerbaav. comment. in inflit. med.
[eé2. 416, edit. ab Haller—~Where Boerhaave
.2 met
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75. Seme cautions ought to be ob-
ferved in making thefe incifigns,

a, They ought always to be in the
lower and moft depending {welled
part, that the water may have a free

exit.

b. Large veflels, nerves, tendons,
and fuch other organs are not to be
hurt, if it can be avoided, in per-
forming any of thefe operations.

¢. The difcharge of water muft be
regulated according to the firength of
the patient, left in attempting to cure
we deftroy him (o) ; and therefore he
is

met with this account of the Egyptians I can-
not find ; but one may fee this operation de-
fcribed, and cafes of the alcites where it was
unfuccefsfully put- in praélice, related by Decker.
Bxercit. praéiic, p. 289,

(o) ¢ Agrum igitur quovis modo fuftinere
¢« gportet, ne -curatip. mortem acceleret; 1d
“¢ guod mihi videre contigit, femelquidem mea
¢ jpfius
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15 by all means to be fupported, and
if the evacuation be too large, it muft

be moderated by proper plaifters and
bandages,

d. Hippocrates long ago -obferved,
that the fores of hydropick people
were not eafily cured (p); and there-
fore advifes that they fhould be a-
nointed with a warm medicine(q);
and left the fkin near to fuch fores,
being petrpetirally wet with ‘the warm
fharp humours fldwing from them,
inflame, Become painfal, and i dati-
ger-of producing a gangrene, it ought

“¢ ipfius non fatis caute =groti robur 2ftimantis,
“¢ atque iterum chirurgi temerarii culpa.”” Mead,
Mon . med. cap. viii.

(p] Toiaw Jﬁgmn‘ma?ﬂ T j«luﬁlu.su;z Antx o
Tl COMRATS 8 ﬁm bag incigsfm. Hippoe, aphet;

Jfect, vi. 8,
(9) EEoryew & & pipes inclsw Tv cwparos %

TUPINTE YPNOaTT ol X @el TO EE0KY O MEVOY XpiEH
Seppravripin Qapuainw, Hippor, de licis in bo-
mine, [et. 30.
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to be protected by fome defenfive oint-
ment (7).

e. If the fores of a dropfical patient
gangrene, they muft be treated with
medicines proper for this laft named

difeafe (s).

Of the ScroTAL ANASARCA.

»~6. The external hydrocele or {cro-
tal anafarca, which is often accompa-
nied with a very large watery fwell-
ing of the fubcutaneous cellular mem-
branes of the penis, increafes fome-
times to a monftrous fize, om account
of the great quantity of lpofe cellular

(r) R. Unguent. alb. unc. i. liquefcat leni ca-
lore, & 2b igne remoto, adde ballam. oppodel-
toch. drach.i. mifce.——vel R, ung. e lapide ca-
laminari fefquiunc. balfam. peruvian. drach. iii.
camphor. in fpirit. vini folut. drach. ii. mifce
s, a. exficcatze cuti applicetur linimentum fuper
linteum extenfum, vel manu cuti affricetur.

(s) See the good effeéls of the peruvian bark
in fuch a cafe. Med. ¢ffays, vol. iv. art. 10.
ﬂ’f’,/: y

mecm-
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membranes in the {crotum; but this
difeafe has little elfe than the name
peculiar to it (#), except that when an
attempt is made to cure it by incifions,

(t) A gentleman by a fall bruifed one of his
tefticles, which remained larger than the other
without giving him any trouble for about twen-
ty years, when he found his fcrotum begin to
fwell ; it continued to increafe till it was as large
as. a child’s head, and.fo firm that it was difii-
cult to know what was contained within. It
withflood both external and internal medicines,
till 2 punCture was made into it with a lancet,
and a fmall quantity of water was difcharged ;
we could then eafily feel a futuation of liquor;
and tho’ but a fmall quantity of the water was
let out, by applying to the fcrotum a powder of
chalk and wormwood, and giving a few purga-
tives, the reft of the: {'weIImg was dlﬁ:uﬂld and
a cure completed.---A foldier in the campaign
1745, came to Dr. Grainger with a fcrotal a-
nafarca, which was occafioned by a blow on the
fcrotum the day before. He was immediately
blooded, and a difcuflion of the tumor attempt-
ed with fomentations, by which the inflamma-
tion was removed, but the fwelling ftill remain-
ed. The doctor ordered a blifter to be agp‘it:d
to the whole fcrotum, which difcharging plen-
tifully, in a few days happily effeted a cure,
Douglas’s treatife on bydroceley chap. i, p. 18.

F 4 they




104 ©F THE DROPSY.

they ought to be made on each fide
of the raphe, otherwife the water will
not be evacuated from the lower part
of the fcrotum, on the fide where
there are no incifions; beeaufe, tho’
there is always a free communication
among the cellular membranes of the
ferotum fome way below the” penis,
yet, in feveral bodies there is not
fuch a communication at its lower

part (),

If this difeafe is the confequence of
an alcies, or an anafarca, its radical
cure muft be the removal of thefe its
caufes ; foon after which it commonly
goes off of itfelf, or with very little
affiftance, which is no other than has
been preferibed for the general ana-
farca.

There is indeed a baftard kind of it,
that, to wit, which is caufed by urine

(#) See the defcription of the fruure of
the fcrotum in medical effays, val. v. art. 20.
Jfeé?, 30. '

efcaping
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efcaping thro’ the {fubftanee of the ure-
thra, and diffufing itfelf among the
cellular membranes of the {crotum,
where it foon tirns acrid, and irri-

tates or erodes the cells containing
1t ().

e. In this cale numerous incifions
are to be made into theé fcrotum, for
giving. a free paflage to the urine,
which might otherwife create wide
extended finous wlcers and fiftula,

B. Whatever obftacle there is, to the
paflage of the urine thro’ the urethra;
it ought to be removed.

y. The urine is always to be let
out of the bladder thro’ a catheter in-
troduced into it, till the preternatural
opening in the urethra is clofed up.

(w) See examples of this in Miftel. cur. a.
n.c. deco 3. an. 3. obf. 68, and in Meiical ¢f-
faysy val. v, art, 22.

TP
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d. If thefe two laft methods cannot
be executed, an incifion ought to be
made in the urethra, between the part
which is blocked up and the bladder,
that the urine may flow out of the
wound, and not be difperfed thro’ the
cellular {ubftance of the fcrotum and
nejghb{)urmg parts,

ExTeERNAL HYDROCEPHALUS.

77- The external hydrocephalus has
nothing further peculiar to it, than
that the water cannot eahly defcend
from the integuments of the cranium
to the inferior parts, by reafon of their
clofe connetion to the ears, mufcles,
and their aponeurofis (x).

»8. In the cure great benefit arifes
from preflure by bandages, which

(x) Hieron. Falric. ab Agquapend. fays he has
feen the fkin of the head not only feparated by
water from the pericranium, but alfo raifed by
it into a large tumor. Operat. chirurg. de by-
srocephal,

could
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could be of little or no fervice in the
external hydrocele ; the medicines are
in other refpects the fame as were pre-
fcribed for the univerfal anafarca ( y).

INTERNAL Dirrusep DRropsIEs.

79. Water in the cellular mem-
branes of the more internal organs ts
collected in the fpermatick chord, in
the mefentery; in the cellular’ fub-
ftance of the ftomach, inteftines, me-
diaftinum, lungs, and other vifcera of
the abdomen and thorax; each of

('y) See in Burnet’s medicine thefaurus, from
Amatus Lufitanus, acafe of a boy who was cur-
ed of a. hydrocephalus by anointing the parts
with an ointment made of camomile, worm-
wood, and butter. Lib. v, feéf. 11.----One
Abraham Clef, by riding in cold weather, had
his head diftended with a watery {welling to a
monftrous fize. He was cured by fri¢tions,
warm fomentations, and a bolus, which both
purged and vomited him. Binninger. obf. cent.
I. ¢bf. 94.~~-An old man was cured of a hy-
drocephalus by an ifflue made with the aftual
cautery.  Pifo. obf. part, 1. fecl. 2

which-
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which we fhall now confider in the
order they are named.

Dirrusep Droprsy of the SPERM A~
TicK CHORD.

80o. When there is a diffufed drop-
fy of the fpermatick chord, a foft
deep feated oblong tumor is there to
be felt, which is thickeft and mofk
yielding to the finger at the lower part
near the tefticle while the patient fits
or flands; but when he lies horizon-
tally the fwelling becomes lefs, and
1s more of a cylindrical figure—When
the {crotum 1s raifed up to the belly
the tumor almoft difappears, but foon
returns when the perfon is in an erect

fpf;}ﬁurt.

81. The caufes of this hydrocele
are, 1. A defcent of a fluid from the
cellular membranes behind the peri-
toncum.----2. Weaknefs of the fper-
matick ebord.----3. A compreffion or
firaitning of the fpermatick vein.

82. There
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82. There is nothing particular in
the cure of this difeafe, except that
the ferotum muft be fupported with 2
fufpenfory bandage ; and that we muft
be very cautious in making incifions.
for fear of wounding the fpermatick
veflels.

Drorsvy of the MESENTERY.

83. The mefentery and cellular
parts of the ftomach, inteftines, and
other abdominal vifcera, are always
hydropical in the univerfal anafarca,
and often in the afcites--.If therefore
the paflage of the blood thro’ the vena
portarum and 1ts branches is ob-
ftraCted or retarded by any caufe, if
the alimentary canal or mefentery is
lax and weak, or the blood diffolved
and watery, and'a greater quantity of
its finer parts directed to thefe organs
than is difcharged by their outlets, it
15 then collected in too great a quan-
tity in the cellular fubftance, increafes

the
6
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the bulk and diminithes the ftrength
of the bowels; at the fame time the
exhaling arteries being relaxed and
weakened, allow a greater quantity of
liquors to pafs thro’ them than is
abforbed by the weak veins; and on
all thefe accounts the appetite de-
clines, the food is imperfectly digeft-
ed, and the patient is attacked with a
diarthea, lientery, or ather confe-
quent diforders.

84. It is very difficult to difcover
this fpecies of diffufed dropfy; for
when it depends on an anafarca or
afcites thefe difeafes conceal it; and
when alone it refembles other diftem-
pers of the belly fo much that it may
be miftaken for them. But if the
canfes juft now mentioned have been
obferved, and afterwards a foft, equal,
gradual, increafing tumor of the ab-
domen appears, one may fufpect it to
depend on this diforder.

85, From
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85. From the hiftories of people
who had firft a general anafarca, and
then are faid to have become afci-
tical, and were cured by the water
running all out at an artificial iflue (z),
I think it evident, that in thofe cafes
the {welling of the belly depended at
firft on a colleGtion of water in the
cellular membranes of the vifcera, and
that the afcites depended on this caufe;
for when the water of the cellular
membranes was evacuated, that which
remained in the cavity of the abdo-
men was foon taken up by the. abfor-
bent veins. Unlefs an afcites depends
‘on fuch an anafarcous dropfy, the wa-
ter of the abdomen will fcarce ever

(z) M:ad relates an example of an. afcites
cured by an external drain; but as the patient
ufed diureticks and purgatives, the cure could
not be attributed folely to the drain, Monit,
med, cap. 8.---The water in the belly of an a-
fcitical perfon is faid to have all run. off thro’
the pores of the fkin and cuticle of the.hypo-
chondria. Mifeel. cur. a. n, ¢, dec. 2, an. I,

obf. 79

be.
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be evacuated by any fcarifications of
the {kin, or other external iffues (2). -

Is not Hippocrates’s axiom (4) of a
leucophlegmatia being cured by a fu-
pervening diarrhea, more applicable
to this {pecies of dropfy than to any
other ?

86. Diaphoreticks and diureticks are
ferviceable here as well as in other
dropfies ; but better effets may be
expeted from corroborants and pur-
gatives, which a& almoft upon the
feat of the difeafe itfelf, than where
they cannot be fo nearly applied  to

(4) A man who had both an anafarca and a-
fcites was freed of the anafarca by making inci-
fions into the fcrotum, but the afeites did not
diminith. Mife, cur. a. n. ¢. dec. 2. .ann. 10.
obf. 34.--It is a general remark, that fcarifications
and iffues do no good in the afcites, unlefs it be
complicated with anafarcous [wellings.

(8) "Hv vmo Aeuxov OAéyparas Exopeves dvaf-
poio emvyenTas isxupn Aves Ty voucos,  Hippoe.,

@bﬂr. 29- ﬁf—?: ?i
the
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the morbid part; and abftinence from
drink, which is beneficial to all hy-
dropick patients, is altogether necef-
fary when the alimentary canal 1s over-
charged with water,

Drorsy of the MEDIASTINUM,

87. Water in the mediaftinum:
caufes an uneafy fenfation of weight
in the middle of the breaft, but which
ftri¢tly fpeaking does not deferve the
name of pain. This weight commonly
changes place according to the fituati-
on of the body ;5 it is felt near to the:
diaphragm in the ere¢t pofture; it is:
towards the f{pine when the patient:
lies on his back ; it opprefles the fore-.
‘part of the brealt when he 1s-prone;.
it reclines to the fide on: which he
refts.—As the cefophagus, trachea, and:
pericardium are placed inthe.middle
of the cellular fubftance,. in which

the water is contained, the:-action of
thefe.
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thefe organs muft be affected by this
difeafe (¢).

88. This fpecies of the dropfy can
fcarce be diftinguifhed from feveral
other difeafes of the breaft, except by
the weight changing place as above
defcribed ; but as 1t always attends the
univerfal anafarca it increafes the fymp-
toms thereof, and both have the fame
common remedies,

(¢) Mead fays he has feen water colleéted in
the mediaftinum. Monit, med. cap. viii.—A
woman, upon catching cold, was feized fud-
denly with a dyfpnea, weight, and pain of the
breaft, and a cough, by which lhe fpit up a
phlegm tinged with blood : thefe {ymptoms
were at firft relieved by bleeding and other re-
medies, but on the twenty-firft day after the
died fuddenly. Her body was opened, and the
mediaftinum found full of a bloody coloured fe-
rum, which by its preflure on the trachea and
lungs feemed to be the caufe of the patient’s
death : the lungs were ftuffed with a matter
like pus, and the left ovarium was about the
fize of a fmall egg and of a blackith colour.
River. obf. cent. 1. obf. 6o,

89. If

——— -
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89. If this difeafe be known, and
does not yield to ftrengthening medi-
cines and the evacuations propofed in
the former part of this treatife, there
is no other way of draining off the’
water than by opening the fternum
with a trepan, which is tao dangerous
an operation to be undertaken in 2
difeafe of whofe exiftence we can have
{o little certainty.

Dropsy of the Luxas.

go. When the lungs. are diftended
with air one would think their whole
cellular fubftance had plain openings
into the bronchi or branches of the
trachea, and therefore that all the fluid
which once entered the cells would
be readily thrown up by coughing ;
but in the kind of afthma commonly
called humoral, one would almoft be-

lieve that the paffages from the cells.

into the bronchi were fome how or

other fhut up, for the patients have
foy
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for a confiderable time a laborious faf.
focating breathing, withont bringing
up any thing, and then cough up large
quantities of flimy water: may not
this therefore be efteemed a fpecies of
the diffufed dropfy? But however
this be, it is certain that the humoral
afthma is often the occafion of the
anafarca (), and is cured by the re-
medies that remove this diforder, of

which fome account has already beeh
given,

(4) I have feen one or two fuch cafes ; and
there is & yery remarkable one infkFted in the
Medical effays, wol. iii. art. 25. of a gentleman
rendered anafarcous by an infar&ion of the
lungs, whofe pulle 'wds no where to be felt till
after the operation of fome purgatives, which
proved his cure in three feveral attacks, after
which he lived many years in good health,
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PART I

CHAP IL

Of the IncysTED DROPSY.

g1. FVHE hydropick cyfts or bags

either contain water alone
or with it fome other bedies; the
former may be called fimple cyfls,
and the name of compound may be
applied to the latter.

92. The fimple cyfls either—1. re-
tain nearly their natural ftru&ture ; or
—2. they are fo much changed by the
difeafe that, at firft view, they would
{eem to owe their exiftence to it.

NaTuRAL SimMpPLE CysTs.

93. There are only two examples
of fimple hydropical cyfts which re-

tain
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tain their ndtural firucture, (to wit)
the womb and its tubes. The diften-
tion indeed of the urinary and gall
bladders by their proper liquors re-
fembles it greatly ; but as they contain
liquors very different from ferum or
lymph, the difeafe ought not to be
ranked with the dropfy.

Droprsy of the UFerus,

- '94. The dropf{y of the uterus may
be occafioned by any thing that ob-
ftructs the paffage from it, and caufes
it to fill gradually with the thin wa-
tery liquors which naturally diftil into
its cavity (¢); or hydatides may be

formed

(¢) A woman for fometime voided every
moanth from the uterus as much citron coloured
water as filled fix or eight bafons, after which
her menfes flowed regularly.  Fermel. in patholsg.
lib. vi. cap. xv.—Vefalius tells us he found 138
lib. of water in the womb of a woman ; its os
mternum was wonderfully hardened, and the
right ovarium was compofed of nine or ten bags
as large as goole or oftrich-eggs, Anat. lib. v.

m‘p.
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formed in it, either in its own cellu-
lar fubftance, or in remains of pla-
centz (f). The progrefs of this dif-

eafe

150

cap. g.---Mauriceau {ays that pregnancy is often
complicated with a kind of dropfy of the womb;

- e e e g e e

and gives feveral inftances'of “women who void-
ed 1, 2, 3 4, or more pints of water at dif-
ferent ftages of their pregnancy, without mif-
carrying, and having afterwards carried their
children to the ordimary time, dilcharged in la-
bour the ufual quantity of waters. The frft
water voided he imagines to have been a kind of
hydrops uteri; fee his Traité des malad. des
femmes groffesy lib. . chap. 2.1, and his obferva-
tig:és 7, 19,. 60, 113, 1806, 219, 361, 611,
688.

A lady imagining herfelf eight months gone
with child, voided a great quantity of water,
and was cured. Accouchmens de la Motte, obf.
16.---A woman died of a droply; when her
body was opened, her womb was found full of
water, and fo large that a~boy of tén vears of
age could ealily have been contained in it. The
orifice was quite fhut up by a round glandular
tumor, which feemed divided by zones almoft
like an orange. Bonet. fepulch. anat. lib, iii,
Jeét. 21. obf. 55.

(f) Fwo bags full of water were taken out
of a woman’s womb, the orifice of which
had degenerated into an' impervious folid liga-

ment,
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eafe is very like to that of pregnaney,
{o that if the patient is a young wo-
man

‘ment, and on its fides were a number of flefhy
knobs. Mifcel. cur. a. m. ¢. dec. 2. ann. 5. odf.
50 & 67.---A woman voided a great number

/ — of hydatides from her womb. Philsf. tranf.

num. 460. fefl, 17.~--A woman who believed
herfelf {ix months gone with child, voided a fort
of mole that weighed 21b. compofed of many
hundreds.of {mallhydatides, which were faftned
together by an infinite number of fmall fila-
ments, and had for a bafe a fort of confuled
flethy fubftance; after which fhe recovered in a
fhort time, and foon became pregnant. Fran.
Mauricean, obf. fur la grofleffe, obf. 377.----A
woman about twenty-feven years of age, who
imagined herfelf feven months gone: with child,
was feized with a flooding, and called Mr.
Crawford, who upon introducing his hand into
the vagina felt fomething which he took for clot-
ted blood and brought it away. Upon examin.
ing it, he found it to be a large bundle of hyda-
tides connected one with another by an infinite
number of fmall filaments. The bladders con-
tained a clear lymph, and were of different
fizes, fome as large as one’s thumb, and others
as fmall as a pin’s head. The woman’s pains
continving {he evacuated as many more hyda-
tides as filled a quart bafon, after which fhe re-
covered gradually.  Dr, Smellie's cafes, colleét.

Vi,

TV
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man it may at firk be miftaken for it,
and the truth not certainly known till
the term of geftation is ‘elapfed, the
motion of the air in the inteftines oft-
en refembling the ftirrings of a child.

95. The finger or catheter intro-
duced into the os uteri_without much
violence or lacerating the parts, puts
an end to* the difeale very {peedily bv
letting out the water, But if a pafl-
age for it cannot be made in this way,
the conftricted parts are to be relaxed
by warm baths and fomentations (2),
previous to the attempt of introducin g
fuch inftruments. — Vomits may be

given to try if the obftruted orifice

viil. p. 99.---8ce in Ruyfeh thef. x. num. 63,
64, & 65. the account of placentae compofed of
hydatides ;---and of one whofe half was only
degenerated into hydatides. ibid. abf. 33.---Hif-
tories of bundles of hydatides evacuated, which
had membranes attached to them like to thofe of
the fecundines. Stalpart vander 17, obf. cent,
1. obf. »o.

(¢) We already mentioned the cafe of the
Countefs of Keslewich, who was cured of a
dropfy of the uterus by warm baths, Aifcel,
curisf, dec. 3. ann, 5 &9 6. ¢Zf. 162.

G can

L =7

i

e St T X
T e e A e e - Le-
==

e

" ]

.!
i
[

e e e L
. — e - =
e e e e s R RE e - o

e S N e e

sl




122 OF THE DROPSY.

can be forced open by the thock which
the uterus fuftains during their opera-
tion () ; and they will probably have
more effect if the patient vomit in a
warm bath. If thefe methods prove
ineffe@ual, and the patient’s life ap-
pears to be in danger from the quanti-
ty or acrimony of the water, the fluc-
tuation of which is plainly felt at the
under part of the womb, a trocar
muft be pufhed into its cavity ; the
water being evacuated through the can-

) nula thereof, a new attempt of intro-
)/ ducing a finger or a catheter into the

os uteri is to be made; if it fucceed, a
fpunge-tent, with a pretty long thread
tied to it muft be put in, to keep the
orifice open, and to permit the water
to drain away. In the mean time the
obftruion is to be removed by a fuit-
able diet, by attenuating refolvent me-

() A woman cured of a dropfv of the womb
by bruifing her belly in a fall. . Mifcel. cur. a. n.
c. dec. 3. ann. 5 6. dbf. 57.---A lady cured
of adroply of the womb or fullopian tube by a
cough, for which fome aperient medicines had
been given. Zedaic, med. Gall. ann. 2. Feb,
obf. 12.
dicines
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dicines (), and by ftrengthening, or de-
cative (£) or relaxing (/) topical appli-
cations, as the cafe requires.

If the obftruction depends upon a tu-
mor that will not refolve, it ought, if
pofiible, to be taken away by manual
operation.

Drorsy of the Farrorian TugEs.

g6. Water is fometimes colleGted in
the fallopian tubes(m) by the fame
caufes

i) R. Pil. mercur. gr. vi. divid. in pil. ii.
dofis hujufmodi mane & vefperi fumenda.—R.
Sapon. venet. gum ammoniac. ana drach. i. rad.
fcillz exficcat. ferupul. i. {yrup ex allio q. f. ut
fiant pil. xxx. cap. v, bisdie.—R. Pil. gummof,
fcrup. i, fal. mare, gr. ii. mifce & divid. in pil.
v. repetatur. dofis mane & velperi.

(#) R. Aq. cale. fimp. lib, ii. gelat. amyl,
unc. itl. m. injiciat. hb. {s. i uterum ter die.
—vel R. Balfam. Peruv. drach. ii. vitell. ovi
unius, mifce optime & adde laét. vaccin. recent,
lib. i. ad eundem ufum.—vel R. Vitriol. alb.
or. viii. folv. in ag. fontan. unc. viii. & adde
mell. rofar. unc. il. injiciatur in uterum.

(/) R. Deco&. commun. pro clyfter. unc. x.
tepide in uterum injiciendas ter vel quater die.
—vel R, Ol olivar. unc. viii. tepide injiciendas

faepius,
G 2 (m) One
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caufes as in the uterus.  In fimall quan-
tities 1t occafions little inconvenience ;
but when the collection grows large,
it brings on a number of bad fymp-
toms, by its preflure on the neighbour-
ing organs. Before this happens it
feels like a deep-feated tumor, the na-
ture of which cannot well be deter-
mined ; but when it becomes fo large
as to diftend the abdomen, a fluétua-
tion of liquors is felt in a full- diftend-
ed deep-feated fac. It is almoft im-
pofiible ' to determine the precife {eat

m) One Catherine Bonevalia being in a bad
fldtc mf health from a fuppreflion of the menfes,
her belly began to {well, and increafed fo much
as to make her life qu'[tc miferable for nine years
that fhe lived. When fhe died her bbdy was
opened. The omentum was found quite pu-
trid, the liver pale, the fpleen fmall, no water
in the cavity of the abdomen, but about g lib.
of water and pus, mixed with hydatides, in
each of the tubesof the womb ; there was{ome
hvdatides below the outer coat of the uterus,
but no liquor in its cavity. Talpii odf. lib. iv.

obf. 43.—5 e another cafe of a droply of the
tubes, in Bonet. fepulch. anat. lib. iii. feé?. 21.
obf 39. p- 491.— ['he right fallopian tube con-
tained twelve pot '1? of water, Zodiac med,

gall. an. 1. gpift Vi. obf. q.
of
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of the difeafe till after death; for the
ovarium being very fubject to {well-
ings, it may naturally be miftaken for
a tumefa&tion of fome of its veficles.

The cure may be expected chiefly
from the methods to be propofed un-
der B and o of fect 101. Could we
determine the feat of the difeafe we
might attempt to open the orifice of
the tube into the womb by warm
baths and emeticks, as mentioned in
fect. 95: for in cafe the obltruction
depended upon firicture or vifcid mat-
ter in the tube, we might be fo lucky
as to {ucceed.

PRETERNATURAL SiMmPLE CysTs.

97. The fimple cyfts that feem to
be formed by watery collections, were,
in their found ftate, all of them facs
of the cellular fubftance defcribed in
fe¢t. 58 and 59. For when the pafl-
ages from one, two, or more of them
into the neighbouring cells are {top-
ped, their fides being diftended the
G 3 mem-
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membranes of the feveral furrounding
cells are brought and prefled - together,
fo as to form a firm membranous fac ;
the more fuch a fac is diftended, the
more rmm‘ﬂm*us are mmpa{ttd toge-
ther; and the longer they continue in
this 1’"'1*9 the coreater thicknefs and

|._1

firmnefs do they acquire.  This is the
reafon why the cyfts of fuch forts of
tumors are generally thick 1n propor-
tion to their fize and continnance (7).

98. The

What is here faid concerning the forma-
tion of the hydatides or veficles full of water,
will, I believe, be grm*ted in relation to the
thick firm ones placed under the fkin 3 but dif-
itrr:m opinions have been formed about thofe
that are often feen upon the bowels, or found
fioating in liquors u.at!nn them.

Some have imagined thefe bodies to be diftend-
ed lymphatick veflels; but 1 have already fthewn
the miftake of thiso pinion in fet. 16, note z.

Ruyfch’s opinion of blood- veflels degenerating
'*H 8] !udau\u, is what I can form no idea of ;
altho” I can eafily fee, how hydatides, when
once formed, fhould by their preflure on the
neighbouring veflels prevent liquors from pafling
through them, and hw if this preflure continue
long, “that their fides may grow together, and
the veflels become impervious. See Ruyfch. ad-

verf. anat. dec, 2. p. 24. avd thef. 1. @, 2. 11, 12,
(:}[hcra

SLTLLLL
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98. The veflels of thefe cyfts being
conftantly diftended by the inclofed
liquor

Others have imagined, that the coats of thele
hydatides were formed by particles of vifcid ex-
travafated liquors attrating one another, ard
forming themfelves into pellicles round the hy-
dropick waters. It cannot be denied that fuch
vifcid liquors are capable of being formed into
membranes; but the difficulty is to conceive
how fuch a pellicle fhould form itfelf without
any attachment to the neighbouring parts.

Others have been of opinion, that all thofe
veficles or facs are formed in the cellular mem-
branes in the fame manner as we have account-
ed for them in feét. 97. and either remain fixed
to the part where they originally grew, or are
afterwards feparated from their attachments.
The immenfe difienfility of the ceilular mem-
brane, the eafy feparation of its parts, its evi-
dent formation into facs in all incyited tumors,
and its membranes not having ramifying veflels
proper to them, leave no doubt but that this is
the cafe with thofe hydatides that are found at-
tached to any of the vifcera, or any other part
of the body. Nor is the ebjetion of their pzl-
licles melting down into a liquor, concluiive
againk this hypothefis for we fee the cellular
membranes every day melted down in fuppura-
tions; and, if Haller’s and Kiaw’s account of
thefe membranes, being originally a glewy mat-
ter, be true, we fhall be the lefs furprifed at
feeing them melt down in milder liquors.

G 4 T his




liquor have, according

the general
'tule mentioned in {e

6 1. very little

- o —

n of the cellular mem-
ry ealy to account for thofe
hydagifies thardfe found floating in liquors; for
if atides e once formed any where in the
¥s a confequent fuppuration may detach
m by diffolving the neighbouring cellular
membranes ; nay acrid, corroding, macerating
waters may eafily produce the fame effeét; and
n almoft all the obfervations concerning loofe
hydatides, we find that either there has been a
fuppuration, or the hydropick waters have been r
very acrid. Indeed, in fome accounts of hydatides
in the uterus, we do not find it f2id either that
the waters were acrid, or that there was any
fuppuration ; but might not thefe bydatides have
been originally the cells of a placenta, which
after being feparated hath lain in the womb,
and fillen to pieces by long maceration in the
waters. The obfervations given by Ruyfch of
placentz compofed of fuch bydatides, and thofe
of Mauriceau fhewing that a hydrops uteri is
often complicated with pregnancy, make this
conjecture not improbable.

It has been thought difficult on this theory to
give a reafon why thefe hydatides feem fome-
times quite inorganic, and to have no vefiels at
all, while at other times veflels are feen diftri-
buted regularly through their coats: but I think
the

ErY "
Fhis melting
branes, ymakes i




OF THE DROPSY. 129
power of abforption, and what they

i e e T

do imbibe confifts only of the thin-
neft parts of the fluids, on which ac-

rd

count what remains becomes {ome-
- times of a thicker and more vifcid con-
filtence,

99. Moft of the hydropick cyfls
near the furface of the body are call-
ed hydatides; fuch as are formed near
- the tendons are commonly named
ganglions; thofe placed on the tra-
chea have the name of broncho-

celes(0); and thofe that are near to
the

the confideration of the ftruture of the cellular
membrane, together, with the manner in which
we have alledged thefe hydatides to be formed,
account clearly for thefe appearances. For when
only a few membranes are diftended, where no
veflels, fo large as to be difcerned by the eye,
run in their interftices, there no vellels can be
feen ; but where a number of membranes, that
have confiderable vellels running between them,
are prefled together, there an organic firucture
mutft plainly appear.

() The watery bronchocele does not occur
fo often in this country as in fome others; it is
faid to be a very common difeafe among the
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the glans penis are known by the
name of cryftallines; but none of
them have any thing pecaliar except
their fitnation. Nor does the nature
of the internal hydatides differ from
that of the external, tho’ they have
different names applied to them, ac-
cording to the organs in .or upon
which they are fituated.

But as, on account of the various
fituation of hydatides, there are dif-
ferent remarks to be made conccrning
the {ymptoms and method of treating
many of them, it is neceffary to con-
fider each fort feparately.

1oo. Hydarides are what furgeons
call circumficribed tumors, i. e. thEiI‘
extent can be exaltly dctﬁ:rmmed
they yicld to preflure, but when it is
removed they return to their former

Swifs, and other inhabitants of the Alps. Eng-
lifb tranflation of Buerkaave’s aphor, nate to feé?.

?-‘.ﬁ!i

fhape ;
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fhape; the fingers moved alternately
‘ on them feel a fluGuation of their li-
quor, but when they are deep-feated
this is generally very indiftinét and ob-
{fcure; they feldom are hurtful, ex-
cept by the preflure they make on the
neighbouring organs, which are there-
by hindered in the regular perform-
ance of their fun&ions. The fluid
within them having no communi-
cation with the external air, is not
apt to become fo acrid as to deftroy
the bag in which it is contained, and
being in itfelf inert and watery, the
l:ttie of it that is abforbed commu-
nicates no bad quality to the mafs of
lood.

1o1. Hydatides are fcarce ever re-
moved by any internal medicines, or
by mild external applications: they
have been fometimes difcufled by
ftrong preflure or friction, by the fre-
quent fall of water fiom a Conlider

able height upon them, or by epi pa-

[
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" :I_"' .I" B | ..t
fiicks () applied to the teguments co-
vering them; but the moft certain
cure 18 by {ome of the following chi-
rurgical operations.

«. By extirpating the cyft, In this
operation furgeons commonly put
themiclves to much unneceflary trou-
ble by endeavouring to preferve the
bag entire ; for there is lefs to cut and
more room for deing it, when after
laying bare the external furface of the
tumor, the cyft is opened and the wa-
ter let out. After taking the cyft
away in this manner, the wound is to
be cured in the common method (g).

(p) R. Acet. fort. calefz&. ¢. f. eo madefa@a
fpengia tumort imponatur.---R. femin. finap,
tritt mic panis ana p. ze. acet. opt. q. . ut fiat
hnapifmus hydatidi applicandus.~--R. emplaft.
commun. cum gummi drach ii. emplaft. veficat,
drach. il. 1 quefcant fimul leni igne, extend. ad
alutam & tumord applica. i

(¢) Buocrbaave faw a bronchocele which
reached fiom the os hyoides to the acromion of
the fcopula, cured by extirpation, Fan Sweiten.

SOWIment. tn p'?.l{"d-,? i J&";.‘,‘, T{}?‘"
L. 1If
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R. If the extirpation of the cyfk
feems dangerous, becaufe of its fitua-
tion in the neighbourhood of large
arteries, veins, nerves, tendons, &c.
the external part only of the cyft may
be cut away, or it may be opened by
a large incifion; and the growth of
fleth from its external part be pro-
cured, either by numerous incifions
made on it, or by efcharotick, erod-
ing, ftimulating applications, which,
by exciting inflammation, increafe {up-
puration, and thereby promote the
growth of fleth to fill up the ca-

vity (7).
v If

(r) The fac of ahydatide in the fpermatick
chord being laid open, alarge quantity of water
was evacuated, and the wound drefled with dry
lint ; fome days after, as the {crotum and bot-
tom of the wound felt callous, red precipitate
was put into the fac, and cauftick was applicd
to the external wound, till all the bhardnefs was
carried off, and a good fuppuration came on,
when granulating flefh arifing the wound foon

healed, and the patient recovered, and has been
fince,
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v. If neither of the above-menti-
oned operations can be performed, or
the patient will not fubmit to them,
a puncture may be made in the fic
with a lancet or trochar, in order to
let out the liquor contained in it ;
but if the fmall orifice heals, a return
of the tumor may be foon expected
by a new fupply of water: for pre-
venting which it is advifeable, 1, To
preferve the orifice open, that the wa-
ter may run out as faft as it colle@s,
and by this means the fac will be at
liberty to contra@ itfelf, o as at laft

to leave no cavity at all, or a very

fince, for feveral years, without the leaft fymp-
tom of an hydrocele. AMedical {.iﬂ’fri,},_,’ wol, v.
art. 22.---Another hydrocele of the fame kind
was cured by exciting an inflammation by means
of a pipe introduced into the fac at an orifice
made with a lancet. Jbid.---Schenbiys cured a
long watery tumor that hung down from a oirl’s
throat by laying it open. OFf. lib. iii. de by-
drope, obf. v.--- A bronchocele was cured by rup-

ning a red=hot iron into it. Zsdiac. med. Gall,
ann, 2. Febr. obf, ii,

{mal}

ERETELY
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{fmall one(s).—2. To inject fome af-
tringent liquor that may contract the
orifices of the exhalantarteries.—3. To
introduce fome hard (#) or ftimulating

{ub-

(s) An incyfted droply of the abdomen was
cured by making an incifion into it, and keep-.
ing the orifice open for almoft two years, In
which time a tumor which gave rife to the dif-
eafe was melted down, and the cyft quite filled
up. Memoir. de Pacad. de chirurgie, wvol, ii. p,
442.--- Two watery tumors of the face cured by
keeping the orifice of each open. Medic. effays,
vel, v. art. 30. biff. 2 & 3,

(t) Seefeveral examples of hydroceles cured
by raifing inflammation, in Medical effays, vol. v.
art. 22.--- T he following cafe I faw myfelf: A
young gentleman having the fac of an hydrocele,
where the water was colleted between the tu~
nica vaginalis and tefticle, laid open by incifion,
the wound feemed to heal very favourably, and
was quite cicatrifed in a fortnight’s time, except
a little hole through which the gentleman ob-
ferved that fome water continued to ouze out,
and putting a probe into it, he found that there
was likely to be a new colleCtion of water form-
ed; upon which, without confulting any body,
he put a fmall tent made of a twilted wax thread
into this orifice, to prevent its fhutting vp en-
tirely, and went immediately to bed; having
{lept
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fubftance into the cyft, whereby an
inflammation may be raifed, a fuppu-
ration enfue, and the growth of fleth
be promoted, either to fill up the ca-

vity, or to make its fides grow to-
gether.

d. Some writers have propofed to
put a feton through the fac, that the
run off continually thro’
the orifices (#); but the event of this
method is very uncertain.

e. Another method recommended
in former days was to burft the cyft
with the f{troke of a mallet: but this

flept fome hours he awaked with a very fharp
pain and inflammation in the tefticle, which
brought on a fmart fever that required very
plentiful bleeding before it could be removed.
This, however, was fucceeded by a mild fup-
puration, and a complete cure was made, the
cavity foon filling up and healing firmly.

(#) We mentioned formerly two examples
where this method was unfuccefsfully put in prac-
tice to draw off the water in the afcites, from
Decker’s Exercit, praél, circa purgantia, p. 289,

cannot
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eannot be done except when the hyda-
tide is fupported by a firm bone; and
at any rate fuch an operation bruifes
the parts too much, and muit be often
unfuccefsful, for which reafons it is
now laid afide (w).

If by any of thefe operations the
preflure made on the f{urrounding
parts by hydatides be fuddenly taken
away, and any of the bad con-
fequences mentioned in fe&t. 48. are
likely to enfue, we muft endeavour to
prevent them by the methods propofed
in fe&. 49.

Of the HyprogrossumM,

102, A watery tumor under the
‘tongue may be called Hydroglof-

~ (w) A hydrocele cured by a blow on the {cro-
tum againft the faddle. Med. ¢ffays, vol. v. art.
22.---We already mentioned a dropfy of the
womb being cured by a bruife from a fall. A4:/-
¢el. curiof. aum. c. dec, 3. an. 5 6. cbf. 57.

fum:
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fum (x): whether this fort of tumor
be owing to a diftention of the du&
of the inferior maxillary gland ; or be
a fac formed in the cellular fubftance
by the {pittle efcaping from an open-
ing of that dué&, or fome of its {mall
branches; or an hydatide from any
other caufe, I cannot determine from
the hiftories of this difeafe that have
occurred to me ; none of them who
have feen it having diffected any per-
fon who died with it upon them.

103. The ftretching of the parts
under the tongue makes fuch patients
very uneafy, caufes a more than ordi-
nary flow of fpittle into the mouth,
and renders deglutition difficult.  The
{foftnefs and fenfible flu@uation thew
a liquor to be contained, and the want
of previous inflammation prevents its
being miftaken for a collection of pus.

(x) Sce fuch tumors defcribed under the
names of Barpayos, rana, ranula, and ranun-

culus, in Albucafis, Rhafis, Doedonens, and o-
thers.

104. If
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104. If the tumor is {mall the dif-
cuffion of it may be attempted by
purgatives and the application of fti-
mulant and aftringent medicines ().

105. If this method does not fuc-
ceed, or the tumor is large, it muft
be opened to let out the watery or vif-
cid liquor (), in doing which care

muft

(y) R. Cort. granat. herb. hyflop. fal. marin.
ana drach. ii. mifce, fiat pulvis tumori appli-
candus—vel R. Flor. balauft. alumin. gall. ana
unc. fs. coque ex aq. fontan. lib. i. fs. ad lib. i.
colatura pro lotione ufurpetur. Forreffus fays
he has cured feveral with fuch medicines, /ib. 14.
obf. 29.

(z) Van Swieten was called to fee a woman
in Rotterdam, who, about nine weeks before,
had accidentally bit her tongue ; a tumor began
foon after to appear below it, between its root
and the ‘dentes incifores, and increafed to fuch
a bulk as almoft to fill her mouth and prevent
deglutition. Both external and internal medi-
cines had been tried without giving any relief.
He immediately caufed the tumor to be opened,
which difcharged a great quantity of a pellucid
tough liquor, and ordered her to keep an aftrin-

gent
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muft be taken not to wound the vef
fels fitnated below the tongue,—After
the aperture is made a finger fhould
be prefled along the courfe of the
fub-maxillary du&, to thruft out any
fubftance which may have ftopped the
fpittle in it; and the fac is afterwards
to be wathed with mild detergents
and aftringents (¢), taking care to
keep the orifice of the incifion open,

by putting a probe, or fome fuch fub-
ftance, frequently into it,

gent fomentation in her mouth for fome days,
which completed a cure in a fthort time. Com-
ment. in fect. 796, vol. ii. p. 641.---My father
met with*two fuch cafes; and Mor. Monro,
furgeon to Lord Hume’s regiment, met lately
with one of the fame kind; all which the

cured much in the fame wav, but could not de-

termine either the feat or the caufe of the dif-
eale.

(@) R. fpirit. vini Gallici unc. i. aq. calcis
unc. iv. mel. rofar, fefquiunc. mifce: vel R.
alumin, ferup. i. folv. in aq. rofar. unc. iii. fyr,
tolut. unc. i. mifce.

Hypro-

AR U
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HyvproceLE In the SPERMATICK
CuoRD.

106. An hydatide in the fperma-
tick chord, whether it be formed in
the common way of other hydati-
des (4), or its fac be part of the peri-
toneum remaining after a hernia has
been reduced, the fides of the uvpper
part of which have grown together (¢),
is known by the marks mentioned a-
bove in fect. 100. and may be- diftin-
guithed from the colleCtion of water
between the coats of the tefticle, by
the tefticles being ftill felt at the low-
er part of it; whereas, in the latter
hydrocele, the tefticle floating in the
furrounding water cannot be diftinétly -
perceived,

(6) See fuch cafes'in Garengeot Operat. de
chirurg. cbf. 28.---Saviard. obf. 22.---Le Dran,
abf. 75

(¢) Such cafes may be feen in Bidler anat.
tab, 22. fig. 3 & 4.--=Le Dran obf. reflex. fur
Fabyf. 58.

107. This
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107. This hydrocele is to be cured
by the method propofed in fect. 101. €.
the incifion being made on the outfide
of the fcrotum, as the part where large
veflels are moft certainly avoided, the
water moft readily evacuated, and the

dreflings eafieft applied (4). -

Hyprorick Cysts between the con-
taining parts of the ABDOMEN.

108, The incyfted dropfy between
the tendons of the oblique and tran{-
verfe mufcles of the abdomen, or be-
tween thefe and. the peritoneum (e),

(d) See hiftories of fuch cures in Medical
effays, wol. v. art. 22,

(¢) Authors fpeak of colleclions of water be-
tween the coats of the peritoneum ; butitis a
fingle membrane, and therefore no water can be
collected in its fubftance. The reafon why au-
thors talk in this way is, that the firm cellular
membrane on its outfide is commonly, tho’ im-
properly, called its outer coat, and it is in this
cellular membrane that fuch colle€tions of water
are formed,

has
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has the appearance common to hyda-
tides(7), and the cure of it is to be
attempted

(f) The wife of one Flinchius, a painter,
becoming irregular in her menftrual difcharge,
her belly began to fwell, and increafed to
an immenfe fize, and continued fo for feven
years without any other inconvenience to the
woman than what was occafioned by the weight
of the water. When fhe died and her body
was opened there was found 110lb. of water
between the folds of the peritoneum, which
were each of them as thick as one’s little fin-
ger, Upon opening the cavity of the abdo-
men the inteftines were found in a found condi-
tion, but the left kidney feemed bigger than or-
dinary, and the fallopian tubes were fwelled and
unperforated,  Tulpii obferv. lib. 4. bf. 44.---
See hiftories of cyfts on the outfide of the peri-
toneum in Pbhilef. tranf. num. 106 and 207---
in Mem. de Pacad, des feiences 1707, and in
sther colleftions.---A great quantity of water
mixed with hydatides was found between the
peritoneum and tranfverfe mufcles ; about 7 or
8 1b. of thick vifcid liquor between the dupli-
catures of the peritoneum ; and there was wa-
ter alfo in the cavity of the abdomen ; for, fays
he, this is an example where all the three dif-
ferent forts of alcites were complicated. Mead.
monits med.” cap. viii.---Dr. Camper, profefior
of anatomy at Franequbar, told me he once

found
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attempted by the methods defcribed in
fe@t. 101. and then the medicines re-
commended afterwards in the com-
mon afcites, to be given ; but the me-
thods propofed under @ and ¢, of fe&.
10r1. are moft to be depended upon.
~If only a fmall ‘punture is made,

. or a pipe is introduced, by which the

grofs contents of a cyft cannot pafs,
the orifice ought to be enlarged.

IncysTED DRoOPsIES of the BrLLy.

109. Hydropick tumors that pro-
je&t into the cavity of the abdomen,

found a great quantity of water colle&ed in the
tendinous fheaths of the refti mufcles of the
abdomen, which was divided into fo- many ca-
vities by the tendinous interfeftions of thofe
mufcles.---In a woman, who died when fix
months gone with child, and who had com-
plained of great anxiety about her precordia, and
difficulty of breathing, the peritoneum cover-
ing the lower part of the diaphragm was diftend-
ed into a fac of a furprifing largenefs, in which
were more than 200 loofe hydatides of different
fizes, fwimming in a ftinking purulent liquor.
Act. phyf. med, a, n. c. vel. viii. obf. iii.

6 whether
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whether formed by the peritoneum
thrult inwards, or by facs attached to
or in the ﬁmﬂm—;e of any of the pen-
dulous vifcera (g), have the name of

the

(g) Semmertus quotes a cafe from Cordzus,
where hydatides, full of a citron-coloured water,
were found in every cavity of the body; not
only in'the abdomen and thorax, butin the ute-
rus, bladder, kidneys, pericardium, liver, fpleen,
&c, In fhort, fays he, if the hvdatides had been
numbered, there would have been above cight
hundred. Lib. iii. p. 6. cap. iii. fe.2 — Ruyfch
opened the body Ut an elderly maid W] ar}f,_ b 1'
was much fwelled, and found it full of f.nu 1t]=
des of different fizes, fome as bi ig as one’s fit,
and others no largér than an hazel nut; thefe
hydatides were filled with a vifcid gluti nous. fub-
ftance. Ob[. anat. chirurg. obf. 46. —"—I"Il.. fuund
a large bag filled with hydatides placed above
the ft :mach, in the body of a woman who died
of althmatic complaints : while fhe lived fhe
had a very difficult refpiration, a conftant fever,
and often a pain of the ftomach. 7id. obf. 27.
~—Blancard gives the hiftory of the u iffedlion of
a woman whole {tomach Wa;, greatly diftended
and had numerous hydatides in its internal mem-
brane, with a cyft full of water depending from
the inner furface of the pylorus, Prax, med.

2+ 3. cap. vii—An old woman about fixty was
H taken
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146 OF THE DROPSY.

the hydrops afcites claufus, or incy{t-

ed dropfy of the belly, which to the
touch

taken with a violent pain in her belly, which
began to fwell, and increafed gradually for two
years, When fhe died, and her body was open-
ed: The heart was of a great fize, and had a
large polypus in one of its ventricles ; the lungs
adhered every where to the pleura; in the ab-
domen was found a large cyft which filled its
whole cavity, and contained about 17 Ib. of a
yellowith ferum: this fac feemed to divide the
omentum in two; it had ligaments and blood-
veflels, and its lower part adhered to the {fphinc-
ter of the bladder. Epbemer. German. 1742,
obf. g4.—An ignorant furgeon intending to per-
form the operation of the empyecma, for a fup-
poled collection of matter in the thorax, perfo-
rated into the cavity of the abdomen in the right
h}'pnch::ndrium . a number of hydatides cam.e out
at the wound, and the woman died foon after.
When Ruyfch and he opened the body, there
was nothing preternatural to be obferved in the
thorax, but upon looking into the abdomen, the
liver was every where grown to the peritoneum,
and its whole fubftance compofed of hydatides ;
they found alfo the perforation which the fur-
geon had made when he intended to have made
an opening into the thorax. Ruyfch. obf. anat.
chirurg. obf. 65.—In the great lobe of the liver
Littre found a large cavity, in which there was a
number
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touch has the feel common to hyda-
tides, and is eafily diftinguithed from

number of oval bodies that contained a vifcous
pellucid liquor. Hiff. de lacad. des Seiences,
1704.—Morand found in the body of one of
the invalids at Paris two bags full of hydatides,
which filled almoft the whole pelvis ; ‘one was
about eight inches long and as many broad, and
adhered to the bottom of the bladder of urine -
the other was lefs, and adhered to its neck.
Memoir, de Pacad, des Jeiences, 1722.—~A wo-
man, aged forty-four, fometime after the was
married imagined herfelf with-child: her belly
{welled gradually : after fome months her breafts
grew full, and fhe could fqueeze a whitifh li-
quor from them, which confirmed her in the
opinion of her being pregnant, After nine
months were elapfed, having no figns of labour,
fhe found fhe had been miftaken, and began to
take medicines; but to no purpofe, for fhe lan-
guithed two years more and died. Upon open-
ing her belly to fee what her difeafe was, Mr.
Turner found about two gallons of water in-
clofed in a tranfparent membrane adhering to
the womb, which upon examination proved to
be its outer coat. Philofoph. tranf. num, 207.
—8See in the Epbemer. German. a cafe where a
fac adhering to the womb contained 112 German
meafures of water. Aun. 1742. 0bf. 94 —Ano-

ther had 83 meafures. M, cur, a. n, ¢. ann.
8. obf. 23,

H 2 the
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148 OF THE DROPSY.

the common afcites, by the water re-
maining nearly in the fame place;
whereas in the latter it changes to
whatever part of the abdomen 1s low-

eft.

When the peritoneum 1s the part
diftended, the tumor is always im-
moveable, whereas the hydropick cyits
that proceed from the pendulous vif-
cera fall downwards a little at firft
when the patient changes his pofture,
but afterwards they either grow {o
large, or adhere fo to the peritoneum,
as no longer to {hift their place.--Sacs in
the fubftance of the liver or {pleen are
not eafily diftinguifhed: numerous
{mall hydatides difperfed thro’ the ab-
domen are very difficultly difcovered,
being fcarce to be diftinguifhed from
fteatoms or fuch other tumors, as the
fluctuation of liquors in them is whol-
ly imperceptible thro’ the teguments

and mufcles.

110, Under
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110. Under this head of the af¢ites
claufits may be comprehended the hy-
datides in the ovarium, which are par-
ticularly defcribed by authors, but have
nothing peculiar to them; nor is it
worth while to enter into a difpute
whether they are formed in the vefi-
cles commonly called ova, or whether
they are only diftended cells of the
cellalar fubftance in .which the ova
are Jadged (4).

111, The

(5) Dr. Simfon gives us the diffe€ion of a
woman who died of a dropfy of the left ova-
rium; there was no extravalated water in the
cavity of the abdomen, but it was.filled with a
number of velicles of ‘different fizes full of a
viicous ferum, fome fo large as to be able to
contain 2¢Q lb. of this liquor, others about the
fize of a child's head, others as big as an orange,
and others not larger thun walnuts ; upon exa-
mining thefe wveficles he found them to be
no other than the ovula of the left ovarium
diftended to that monftrous fize; he fays, if
you can imagine about forty bladders of differ-
ent fizes tied together like a reeve of onions,

H 3 you
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111. The cure of the different forts
of the incyfted afcites is nearly the

{fame

you have an idea of this ovarium ; the whole
velicles contained about 112 1lb. of ferum. Pbhi-
lof. tranf. num. 140.---In a woman who died of
the droply the left ovarium was {welled to a
prodigious fize, fo as to weigh thirty-feven
pounds; it was divided into a great many cyits
odly complicated together: fome contained a
elear water, others 2 gelatinous liquor, others a
fluid like cream, others like tallow. In fome
parts it had a glandular, in others a flefhy ap-
pearance. The omentum too was thickened
and divided into cyfts that contained different
forts of fluids fumf,thinr:r in the fame manner.
The weight of thefe fubftances prefling on the
fmall guts had brought on a gangrene, of which
the patient died in two days. Ridley, cbf. med. .
prait. & phyfiol. obf. 33.---See diffections of hy-
dropick ovaria in Nuck Adencgraph. cap. 8.---
Pbu’:f tranf. num. 466.-~-Bonet Sfpsq’m. anat.
Lib. iii. cap, 21.---In the body of a woman who
died of a dropfy, the right ovarium was near a
foot long, as much broad, and fix inches thick ;
it was compofed of a great many fmall bags of
different fizes, containing a nla;ry matter th..
mucilage or honey, and there was one large bag
which contained near fifty-two pounds of wa-
ter, which appeared to be only the external co-
vering
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- fame as that mentioned in fect. 101(2).
But we ought to obferve, that while
the

vering of the ovarium, or elfe one of the hy-
datides diftended. The fallopian tube was
Jengthened and enlarged in its diameter. All
the other vifcera were found, except the gall-
bladder which had two concretions in it.  Adi-
dical effays, vol. v. art. 73.

(i) Margaret Millar, after child-birth, was
feized with a violent pain in her left fide, and
her belly began to fwell; after thirteen years
the tumor was grown to fuch a monftrous fize
that it engroffed the whole left fide, and {eem-
ed to point. The great uneafinefs it gave the
patient, joined with her refolution and impor-
tunities, made Dr. Houfton refolve to lay the
tumor open ; having therefore made an incifion
into it about an inch long, and nothing coming
away, he enlarged the wound two or three inches
more, and then at firft only a little glutinous
fubftance came out of the orifice, till putting a
ftrong fir fplinter, with fome lint wrapt round
the end of it, into the wound, he brought away
upwards of two yards of a gelatinous fubftance
about ten inches broad; this was followed by
nine full quarts of fuch matter as is obferved in
fteatomatous and atheromatous tumors, in which
there was a number of hydatides of various
fizes, fome of them larger than an orange.
After he had evacuated all the liquor he fewed
H 4 up
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the facs remain moveable they fcarce
admit of any chirurgical operation ; un-
lefs we were to -”“{:-*1 the ﬂhnumen and
to extirpate them, which is both too
E{;"'_I':_Z::E‘I'L-JS and too {evere an operation
for the little inconvenience they put
the patient to at that time.

INncysTED Dropsies of the BReasT.
112, Ws 1tmy tumors in the cavity

' n'\l_n--'

i iy 1 .i- £ iy Lo
of the brealt, . whether formed 'by the
-

wy thewound, and by the affiftance of proper
drethugs . and internal ftl"‘..i”’ hening medicines
hie woman recovered: her health i in a few weeks,
From the whole hiftory of the cafe the doflor
thinks it pretty evident that it was the ovarium
w['Lt:h u‘;w '1h‘££‘ted Pfifﬁf iranf. num. _55}[.
feét. 3.--=Mr. Morand fays he once had a pati-
ght mnh thc umpf} of the ovarium, from whom
he often drew thirty-fix Englith pints of water
at a time ; the operation HJC{ITIE'H-.I‘.]!I]’T her fo
little that fhe ufed to go into the country the
day after it. He propof {es here by way of lef‘ttunj
whether the extirpation of the O\dllulll, when
it is dropfical from hard or fchirrous tumours,
might not be fafely attempted ; as we fee every
day brutes furvive the extirpation of their ova

rias  Memoir. de Uacad. de chirargie, wel. ii.

P 458

pleura
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pleura thruft inwards (£), or by hyda-
tides attached to any of the vifcera (/),
or in their {ubftance (), may be call-
ed incyfted dropfies of the breaft.

113. Such

(#) Upon opening the body of one who died
of the dropfy, alarge colleCtion of green co-
loured water was found between the pleura, and
the intercoftal mufcles, and ribs; the water had
diftended the pleura into fuch a large cyft that
it filled almoft the whole cavity of the breaft.
‘The pericardium too was full of water. Haller.
opufcul. patholsg. obf. 12.

(1) Rolfinkius fays he bas feen hydatides in
the membranes of the hearts of people who had
been fubjeét to palpitations. DLemer. fepulch, anat.
Ith. ii. felt. 8. obf. 6.

(m) One of the invalids at Paris was taken
with a flow fever and fuch a difficulty of breath-
ing that he was obliged to fleep in an erect pof-
ture, his hands and feet {welled, and he made
but a {fmall quantity of urine, which had a late-
ritious fediment. No noife of flutuating li-
quors could be heard when he breathed. After
lingering for three years he died 3 and when his
body was opened no water was found in the <ca-
vity of the breaft, but a cyft full of water in
each fide of the lungs; the largeft was about fix
inches long and four broad, and the other about
five long and three broad ; there was likewife

H ;5 an
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113. Such cyfts have no pathogno-
mick fymptoms by which they may be
diftinguifhed from other tumors and
difeafes of the cheft ; for the labori-
ous breathing, and anafarcous fwell-
ings brought on by their comprefling
the lungs and blood veflels, may be
occafioned by a variety of other dif-
orders,

114. If fuch tumors are any how
difcovered, then

a. Where the water is colleted be-
tween the pleura and intercoftal muf

an hydatide about three inches long on the fur-
face of the liver. Memoir. de Pacad. des Sfei-
ences, 1732, par UMr. Malset. --A Burgundian
gentleman laboured for feveral years under an
orthopnea and heétick fever, of which he died.
‘When his body w:s opened there was water col-
leCted in one fide of the thorax, and the lungs
were filled with hydatides which contained a
tough peilucid liquor much refembling the white
of an egg. Bonet. fepulch. anat. lib i, fed?. 1.
obf. 30.~--See fuch another cafe ibid, fe. 2.
ebf. 38,

EIL'S
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cles and ribs, an aperture ought to be
made between the ribs where the cyft
is fitnated, and the water let out at
different times if it isin large quan-
tity, and then to be treated as directed
under fe&. 101. 9. 1ft or 2d.

5. When hydatides are lodged-in
the mediaftinum, there is no other re-
medy than that mentioned, but not
recommended, in fect. 89.

¢. Concerning veficles formed in the
fubftance of the lungs it may be re-
marked, that laughing, coughing,
{neezing, or vomiting may burft them ;
in which cafe the water flowing out
of them, may be voided into the bron-
chi and be caughed up, or may run into
the cavity of the thorax, from which
it may be difcharged by making an a-
perture into the cavity of the thorax in
the method to be propofed when we
- come to treat of the dropfy of the breaft.
—If a large cyft is fuddenly burft into
the bronchi, the patient may be fuffocat~

ed before he can cough up all the water.
BASTARD
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BasTARD HYDROPHTHALMIA,

115. Water colleéted in a fac form-
ed at the fore-part of the eye, for ex-
ample, 1n 1its tunica adnata (z), or
cornea (0), muft hinder the free motion
of the eye-lids, and may intercept the
entry of light into the eye : but when
a coilection of water is placed between
the orbit and the eye, it thrufts the
eye forwards, and either weakens the
fight, or deprives the perfon of ital-
togetier.

116. The two former are {o mani-
feft that every one muft know them
at firlt fight; and the latter is eafily
diftinguifhed from the true hydroph-
thalmia, in which the globe of the

(7) See an example of this in Mifz. cur. a.
M ¢ dec. 3. ann. 3. obf 3.

(¢) Boerhaave gives a cafe of fuch hydatides
on the cornea, which he cured by punéture.
Praled. in inflit. med, edit. ab Haller, cimment.
in fecl. 307, inflit,

eye
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eye is diftended .with water ; but the
marks of an hydatis muft be attended
to, in order to judge that it is not
fome other kind of incyfted tumor,

117. The hydatides of the adnata
and corpea are generally cured by a
puncture or inciion made into them,
and ‘by bracing the parts afterwards
with fome of the gentle aftringent or
ftrengthening medicines ( ).

118. The cyit is to be treated as di-
rected in feCt. 101; regard being al-
ways had to the tender and neceflary

(p) R. Pulv. facchar, faturn. fal. ammon.
ana gr. vi. aq. rofar. fimp. unc. xii. m. fiat col-
Jyrium.—vel R. Pulv. tut. ppt. drach. i. vitri-
ol alb. gr. vii. fp. vin. Gallic. drach. ii. aq.
rofar. unc. ii. {yrup facchar. unc. fs. m. pro
collyrio.——vel R. camphor. fcrup. i. folv. in
tantillo ol. oliv. & adde unguent. tutiz drach ii.
fiat linimentum palpebris affricandum.—vel R.
Flor. rofar. rub. drach. vi. coque ex vin. rubr,
Gallic. unc. x. ad. unc. vi. colatura adde acet.
opt. fpt.vin, Gallic. apa drach. ii. m. utetur
pro fotu.

organ
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organ the eye, near to which it is fi-
tuated.

Comround NaTUurRAL SACS,

The natural compound cyfts
in whlch dropfies happen are—"The
capfuhr ligaments of the joints with-
in which are the mucilaginous glands,
fat, &c.---The cavity in which the
teﬂicfe is lodged.---The abdomen con-
taining the chylopoietic and other vif-
cera.---The thorax, in which the langs
and other organs are fituated.---The pe-
ricardium ferving as a cafe to the heart
and the large w.ffel s near it.--Theeye.--
The fkull, containing the brain and its
cnvf.rmgs.---vThc ventricles of the brain.
---And the vertebre.

120. Tho' anatomifts demonftrate
that many of the organs faid to be
contained in thefe cavities are placed
on the outfide of the membranes that
compofe them, yet I may be here
allowed to ufe the common way of
{peaking
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fpeaking in refpe to thefe fubjects,
and may therefore confider thefe or-
gans as if they were contained within
the feveral cavities.

121. Thefe natural cyfts are not
immediately, upon the beginning of
a colleCtion of water, fo much ftretch-
ed by it, as thofe cyfts are which owe,
in a manner, their exiftence to the
difeafe ; for which reafon the flutua-
tion of the liquor contained in the
compound fac is more perceptible,
when the part is moved or alternately
prefled by the fingers, than it gene-
rally is in the fimple cyfts. The tenfi-
on and weight of the liquor which falls
always to the lower part, is more fen-
fibly felt, where it has room to move
from one part of the fac to another,
as in the compound facs; than where
it remains in the fame place, as in the
hydatides. Since the water in the
compound facs can be toffed hither
and thither, and has different organs
immerfed in i, it fooner becomes
acrid,
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acrid, and thereby caufes erofion of
the parts it is contiguous to; and if
it enters the blood produces fever,
thirft, and other {ymptoms. The
lefs firetching and preflure there is
on the cyft, the ftronger power of
ablorption do its veflels poffefs, ac-
cording to the general remark in fe&.

30.
DRrorsy of the JoinTs.

122. A dropfy of any joint, efpe-
cially of the knee(g), has the com-
mon {ymptoms defcribed in fect. 4---
10. and {eldem yields to any internal
medicines, whether corroborants, diu-

(¢) My father in his leQures obferves, that
he never faw this difeafe except in the knee,
where he has often found 1t; and that he has
four times- cured it with flrong vinegar warmed
and applied to the part by paper wet in it.——
And Dr. Simfon fays he bas feen fwellings of
this joint, when taken care of at their firft be-
ginning, cured by a purge and the fall of cold
water, and at other times by the fall of warm.
Med. effays, wol, iv. art. 20,

reticks,
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ceticks, diaphoreticks, or even the
ftrongeft catharticks be employed:
more fervice is to be expected from
topical remedies, fuch as {weating the
part with the flame of burning {pirits ;
or the warm fulphureous waters of
Bath, Buxton, Aix, or Carlfbad, fall-
ing from a height upon it; or the
warm applications propofed in fect.
ror1; or iflues opened in its neigh-
bourhood.

But if it refift all thefe -methods,
and the fymptoms are violent, the
capfular ligament is to be puntured
with a lancet in the. part that is thin-
neft and moft free from aponeurofes,
veflcls, or nerves, ‘which is on the in-
fide of the knee: for the difcharge of
the water in this way fometimes makes
a cure () ; bat too often the cperation

18

(r) We have a cafe related in the Ada phy-
fico-medica, in which an incifion fome inches

long was made into the joint of the knee, on

the infide of the rotula, and three pints of. wa-
tey
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s followed by inflammation, fever, |
and their confequences (s); and the

2

L ' matter

R e e e s s

ter let out; after which, by the afliftance of
proper dreflings and {trengthening fomentations,
the patient was cured, and had the ufe of this
joint fo well that he could walk eafily. 4z
phyfic. med. a. n. c. wval. viii. obf. 27.--A coun-
tryman found great uneaflinefs for fome months
from a moveable hard fubftance in his knee,
which he always felt upon walking; it gene-
rally made its appearance under the rotula and
on the infide ; the parts about it were fwelled,
tho’ to no great height. Dr. Simfon was' con-
fulted, who laying hold of it with his finger

R NS Y IR S A PR S S < S ey

14 and thumb, cut into the joint, and brought
i away this body, which was about the bignefs of |
& a kidney-bean, and with it about four ounces &
| of a thick pellucid liquor. The patient ufing

his leg that day fuch an inflammation and pain
arofe that it was twelve months before it could
be altogether removed ; but at laft, by fyring-
ing water upon the part, and laying a cauftick
near the knee, the patient was quite cured, and
walks without any impediment. Aed, effays,
K wol, iv. art. 20.

(s) A patient, in whom the fluuation of

| water within the capfular ligament was evident,
ol had a punture made with a lancet into the joint

f | on its infide ; near a pound of water was let out |
| by this orifice, which was dreffed with a litde |
lint |

T
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matter growing acrid, amputation be-
comes the enly remedy.

Prorsy between the Tunica Va-
GINALIs and TgsTis.

. Water, colle€ted between the
vaginal and proper coat of the tefticle,
hinders the tefticle from being felt,

by which circumftance this kind of

internal hydrocele is diftinguifhed from
the others.

124. When this difeafe is recent,
efpecially in young patients, it is fome-

lint and a bit of plaifter, the whole joint be-
ing covered with aromaticks and ftimulants : he
took likewife fome hydragogue purgatives. Ne-
verthelels the water was again collected in a few
weeks, when another furgeon made a large in-
cifion into the cavity of the joint on the outfide
of the knee; the confequences of which were
fharp pains attended with a fmart fever and high
inflammation, which ended in fuppuration and

an exceflive difcharge; this obliged him to take

off the limb above the knee, in order to fave
the patient’s life, which was in imminent dan-
ger from a walting helick.
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times cured by the aromatick fumes,
and fuch like, formule of wslch
were fet down i1n notes to fect. 72. a.
Other difcutient penetrating medi-
cines (#) have alfo a like good effect.
During their ufe the fcrotum muft
be always well {fufpended by a proper
bandage, and I'Epﬁﬂt{:d dofes of pur-
gatives fhould be given.

125. If thefe do not fucceed a
puncture may be made into the hy-
dropick fac with a lancet to evacuate
the water. Surgeons commonly do
this with a trocar; but it is not fo
good .an inftrument as the lancet,
efpecially when the qunnntv of hy-
dropick water is fmall ; for there isa
oreater rifk of v*nand:ng he tefticle
wuh a trocar, than with the lan-

{t) R. Rad. bryon. alb. unc.'ii. fol. cicut,
vulg. recent. manip. ii. mifce, et.coque in q. f.
aq. font. ut fiat f. a. cataplafin. eui adde gum
ammon. in acet. fort. folut. femunc, ol 1:r-h.lﬂ'm;:
drach. 1

cet




e -
:

OF THE DROPSY. 165

cet (z). As the water may be expect-
ed foon to collet again, this method
is called the imperfect or palliative.

126. After tapping, the methods
propofed in fect. 101. 7. either of in-
jecting ftrengthening liquors (w) or of

exciting

(2) See in Med. effays, wvol. v. art. 22. a cafe
where a violent inflammation and fuppuration of
the tefticle was probably caufed by the point of a
trochar hurting the tefticle.

(w) Mr. Monro, furgeon to Lord Hume’s
regiment, taking the hint from the method
propofed by my father of curing the hydrocele
by raifing a {mall degree of inflammation, at-
tempted to make a radical cure in the follow-
ing manner: having let out the water of a
large hydrocele that had béen often tapped, he
injected a little fpirit of wine into the fcrotum,
which raifed fo violent an inflammation as to
bring the patient into great danger; but by
bleeding the .patient pretty freely, he was at
length relieved. He recovered, and has never
fince had a return of the hydrocele. This violent
inflammation, which the ardent {pirits brought
on in this patient, induced him to try a milder
remedy'in the next cafe that offered ; when hav-
ing let out the water he injetted fome claret in-
to the fcrotum, by which means only a flight
degree of inflammation was raifed ; but it fuc-

ceeded
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166  OF THE DROPSY.

exciting inflammation by the intro-
duction of extraneous bodies (x) may
be put in practice in order to prevent
a return,

127. To make a radical cure it is
neceflary to flit open the cyft by a
large incifion, taking particular care
that the tefticle do not ftart out at
the orifice, but be retained within the
fcrotum (y). If an hemorrhage en-

| {ues,

ceeded to his with by completing a cure : fince
which time he has made feveral radical cures by
this remedy alone.---Mr. Sharp had the fame
violent degree of inflammation follow the injec-
tion of fpiritof wine. Operat, chap. ix. cafe 4.

(x) In Med. effays, wvol.v. art. 22. a propo-
fal is made of exciting inflammation, after tap-
ping for water furrounding che tefticle, by let-
ting the cannula remain fometime within the
vaginal coat to rub on the tefticle.

(y) I once after this operation faw a teflicle
remain out of the cavity of the fcrotum till it
was covered with fleth, ahd then with 2 new
fkin. Hildanus gives a cafe of an afcites where
the {crotum fwelled prodigioufly, and then gan-
grened and floughed off, fo that the tefticles
were
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fues, the proper means for ftopping it
are to be employed(z): afterwards
the cyft is to be fo much irritated as
to excite an inflammation, without
which a cure cannot be made ; as the

were left quite bare and expofed ; all the hy-
dropick water was evacuated this way, granu-
lated fleth arofe from the tefticles, and a callous
over that, which ferved by way of a fcrotum :
the patient was quite cured of his droply, and
afterwards had feveral children. OQ8/. cenz. 1.
abf. 48.

(z) Mr. Jamefon having made a {mall per-
foration with a difleéling fcalpel into the fcro-
tum of a perfon, in order to evacuate the water
of an hydrocele, about twelve ounces of pure

loed ran out of the orifice after the water was
evacuated, without any pain or unealinefls.
Next day the patient perceived a great weight
and fulnefs of that tefticle: an incilion was then
made into the tunica vaginalis, and a great
quantity of thick coagulated blood was difcharg-
ed ; the wound was properly drefled, and the
cure went on without any other accident; for
in three weeks time the tunica vaginalis grew fo
firmly to the tefticle, that the patient bas never
had a return-of his hydrocele. Medical effays,
wol. ii. art. 14.---See two other cafes of hez-
morrhages after this operation in AMdr, Sharp’s

Operat, chap. ix.
fac
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;68 OF THE DROPSY.

fac otherwife continues to furnith a
conftant fupply of water, which pro--
duces a fiftula, orelfe the orifice {h
up, and the hydrocele is foon formed

again. The irritation muit, however,
be made very cautioufly ; fm it is o’f"t-
en followed by violent inflammation
and fever (¢). When pus is difcharg-
ed from the cavity there are hopes of
a cure, for then granulated flefh arifes
from the cyft to fill it up, or to make
iis fides grow together,

128. Of late it has been propofed
to perform the radical cure, by cut-
ing away the greater part of ‘the tunica

(a) See cafes of cures of hydroceles perform-
ed by raifing inflammation in notes to {ect. 101.
and in fmfhs:f umr,. vel, v, art. 22 and the
additions at the end of that volume.---The frit
three patients on whom Mr. Sharp performed
the op L]Miun of laying open the vaginal coat of
the tefticle in the h :,dmcc_l were in great dan-
ger from the fever and IT]ﬂﬁI'ﬂH'lJ.U[]ﬂ which
came on after it, Operat, chap, ix,

6 vaginalis,
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vaginalis, and then to treat it as a
common wound (4).

AsciTEs,

(£) Since the laft edition of this eflay My,
Douglafs has publifhed a Treatife on the hydro-
<ele, in which, the cutting away the greater
part of the tunica vaginalis, in the following
manner, is recommended as the fafelt and beft
method of making a radical cure,

Having laid the patient in a proper pofture,
an oval piece of the fkin is to be taken away,
beginning a little above the upper part of the
tumor down to the bottom, the wideft part
of the incifion being almoft equal to thé wideft
part of the tumor ; then the cylt is to be open-
ed by a {fmall incifion, and to be dilated its
whole extent with a pair of probe pointed fcif-
fars. After this the tefticle is to be carefully
fupported by an affiftant, while the operator fe-
parates the cylt every where from the tkin, and
then cuts it clofe to the margin of the tefticle
and fpermatic cord. In doing this we thould
not take up too much of the cyft at once, as
it is fcarce poflible to pare it off fo as not to
leave fome behind, which, by all meaps, thould
be avoided. The other fide is to be cut away
in the fame manner, until all the cyft, except-
ing what covers the fpermatic cord, is entire-
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170 OF THE DROPSY.

AsCITES.

129. Water colle&ted in the abdo-
men is called Hydrops Alcites, or drop-
fy

1y removed. This done, the tefticle is to be re-
placed, the cavity filled up with dry lint, and 2 -
thin pledget of tow fpread with digeftive put
over it; and the whole fcrotum to be covered
with an emollient cataplafm, and fecured witha
proper bandage.

The advantages which Mr. Douglafs alledges
that this method of operating has, are; that by
removing the fac, the great inflammation, pain,
and fymptomatic fever which, he fays, attend the
common radical cure till fuch time as the cyft
floughs off and feparates, are prevented ; thata
eood fuppuration foon enfues without any vio-
fent fymptoms; and that a cure is comple-
ted without any danger of a relapfe. See his
Treatife on the bydrocele, chap. iv.

Whether  this methed has really fuch ad-
vantages over the common radical cure, the
future experience of furgeons muft determine :
as I never faw the operation, I cannot fo well
judge of it.

This method of cure is as old as Celfus’s
time, and has been propofed in fome cafes

. b
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fy of the belly : the water here fooner
becomes acrid than in other dropfies,
by the agitation it fuffers in different
poftures and motions of the body,
by the mixture of bile tranfuding
thro’ the coats of the gall-bladder,
and the putrid miafmata which pene-
trate thro’ the inteftines (¢).

by fome late writers, as Mr. Douglals obe
ferves,

““ Si ferotum, & fub hoc protinus vitium eft,
nihil aliud quam humor eft effundendus, ab-
fcindendeque membranz funt, # qua eum
continuerunt ; deinde eluendum id ex aqua,
quz vel falem adje@tum vel nitrum habeat :
fi fub media, imave tunica, totz h® extra
fcrotum collocandz excidendeque funt.”
Celf. lib. vii. cap, 21.

11
111
i

(14

Ll

[ 4

111

(¢) Du Verney the younger tells us, that the
water of the afcites is of various colours and con-
fitences. When it is like citron-coloured pti-
fan, a little mucilaginous, of an urinous fmell,
and a little falt to the tafte, it is the lealt dan=
gerous, and the danger increafes as it recedes
from thefe qualities. Mem. de Pacad. des Jei-
énces, 1703, See his other prognofticks in the

fame place,
1.2 When
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172 OF THE DROPSY.

When the patient is erect, the water
bears chiefly on the hypegaftrick re-
gion; but when he lies in an horizon-
tal pofition it diftends the inferior re-
oion of the loins, and the diaphragm
bears a confiderable preflure. The
chylopoietick organs, macerated and
foaked in the water, are weakened
and do not perform their office fuffi-
ciently (4), but being irritated by the
waters, or rubbed againft one ano-
¢her while they are thus foaked, in-
flame and grow together (¢). The
kidneys being comprefled, fecrete but

little

(d) The ftomach and inteftines being weak-
ened by foaking in water, and having little {ti-
mulus from the mild juices which the patient’s
waterv blood furnifhes, cannot enough refilt the
I'E.'{L:fﬂ.:.'?si(!ﬂ of the air they contain, but are oft-
en diftended by it toa larger than ordinary fize ;
on which account the antients mention the afci-
tes and tympany as frequently conjoined in the
fame patient.

(¢) Whoever has feen many hydropical bo-
dies opened, mult have often obferved the in-
teftines in the condition here mentioned ; and
all the obfervators are full of fuch hiftories.
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little urine, fo that the blood is not
freed of its fuperfluous watery Ii-
quors, and therefore furnifhes mat-
ter to increafe the difeafe. When the
acrid liquors are abforbed, they create
thirft, cough, fever, inflammatios 1S,
and their confequences.

This dangerous difeafe has, how-
ever, fome advantages which other
dropfies want : for, 1. *Internal corro-
borant medicines, purgatives, diure-
ticks, and dlﬂpthEtlclmS being appli-
ed near to the feat of the d1ImL, have
a better chance of rehevmg the pati-
ent than in othet mcy ited u1opﬁ~¢
according to the axjom in fe&. 36:
and, 2dly, The water can be more ea-
fily and fafely let out than in many
other fpecies of dropfies.

130. As in this difeafe the more is
drunk the greater is the thirft, and li-
quids increafe the difeafe; fo, in or-
der to cure it, the fevereft abftinence
is to be prefcribed, and the thirft
13 muft

s,
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i24 OF THE DROPSY
muft be miiigated or amufed by moift-
ening the inuts( “).—Friction, ex-
ercife, and bandages ought to b:—: ufed
as .much as tuc }Jatie"]t can con-
tly bear. “—--*J.“Plfill corrobo-
rants, ~are fometimes .of ufe,, and
are even faid to u.w, cured tht’: dif~
eafe (g). Emeticks (b) are very often
beneficial

ri
lll.-'\'i
=
—
o
=
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( £} Dr. Mead knew two perfons who, by
long thL....r. ing from u’!:\h, were entirely cured
of a 1- vere afcites.  Monit. medic. cap. viiis

(¢) Two people were cured of the afcites,
by a tomentation compoled of aromaticks boil-
ed in wine, and frequently applied to the belly.
Mife, cur. a. n. ¢. dec. 1. ann. 3. obf, 147,

(5) R. Tinél. ipecacuan: drach x.—vel: R,
pulv. rad. 1pecacuan. fcrup. i. tartar, emetic. gr.,
tii.—vel R. vin. antimon. unc. i

¢« Etenim poft duas vel tres vomendi vices
“¢ per infufionem croci metallorum excitatas,
¢ aquze non tam medicamenti vi fecretoria elici
¢¢ videntur, quam ruptis quafi repagulis & clau-
¢ ftris referatis pleno alveo effundi, quod fatis
‘¢ conftat ex earundem eruptione atque impetu
“ {zpe fallo, inter ipfa vomendi fpatia five
¢ intervalla.  Hoc interim obfervari velim,
*¢ quod fi leviufculo aliquo ventris tumore te-
“ peatur xger, non ita prompte educuntur

¢ aque
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beneficial by the ftimulus they give to
the abforbing veflels, provided the
head or breathing is not too much af-
fected during their operation. Cathar-
ticks (7), repeated as often as the pati-

ent’s

¢ aquz per infufionem croci metallorum, acin
¢ afcite grandiore ubiingens aquarum copia ad
¢¢ gefta fuerit,” Sydenbam de hydrepe.

(1) R. Pulv. rhabarb. femidrach. calomel gr.
vi. fyrup. alb. q. f. ut fiat bolus.~—vel K. {yrup.
de rhamn. fefquiunc.=vel R. {yrup de rhamn.
unc. i. tiné. jalap. drach. 1, mifce.~—vel R
pulv. jalap. ferup. 1. calemel. gr. x. mifce.—=
vel. R. pulv. julap. gr. xxv. fal. nitsi gr. %.
mifce.~vel R.gum. gambog. gr. xii, cremor. tar-
tar, gr. viil. zinzib, gr.iv. fyrup. alb. q. . ut
fat bolus —vel R, pil. ex colocynth. femidrach.
form. in pil. vi —vel R. fucci irid. nofirat. felqui
wic.—Fl@c omnia cathartica fummo mane de-
glutienda,—Great variety of hydragogues have
been ftrongly recommended by different authors,
the elaterium, decoétions of the inner bark of the
elder, and, in fhort, almoft all the {trong purges
of the materia medica,

< Id diligenter eft obfervandum, (in hydra-

¢¢ gogorum nempe ufu) ut aquz ea maxima cele-
¢ ritate exhauriantur, quam gri vires ferge
¢¢ queant ; utpote qui fingulis diebus exXpurgart
s¢ debeat ; nilt quod, five ob nimiam debilitatem

I 4 ¢ corporisy,
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176 OF THE DROPSY.

ent’s {trength can bear, are extremely
u{eful. Emeticks and catharticks giv-
en in imall dofes, frequently repeated,
prove {fometimes more powerful hy-
dragogues than larger dofes of thefe
medicines taken at longer intervals ;
for they carry off the water not only
by ftool but by urine likewife (£)—

When

®¢ corporis, five propter praecedentis operatio-
“¢ nem plus fatis violentam, dies unus aut alter
‘¢ intercalari poffit. Etenim fi non nifi poft
¢ longa intervalla repetatur purgatio, quantums-
s¢ libet copiofa catharfis praeceflerit, aquis de-
“ nuo affatim colligendis anfam prabebimus ;
‘¢ adde quod periculum eft, ne aquarum inter
“ vifcera mora diuturnior eadem putredine
®¢ quadam fua inquinet, ac inficiat.—Ex re quo-
¢ que erit ad vefperam opiatum aliquod adhi-
®¢ bere ad turbas a4 purpatione excitatas com-
““ pelcendas.” Sydenbam. tradlat. de bydrope.—
““ Eft autern, ubi medicamenta omnia, qualis
¢ cumque demum generis, quz alvum movent,
5 p;'(‘-ril::_: omitti poflint ac dtt‘.ﬂ{_‘;!t[, f"lUI:'.IT.i:.‘:‘ enim
¢ mger conftitutione eft infirmiori, vel feemi-
“ na vaporibus obnoxia, aquarum evacuatio
¢ diureticis folum committenda, inter qua ea
® funt efficacifima, qua ex falibus lixivialibus
¢ fiunt.”  Ibid. Procefs. integ. de hydrope.

{#) R, Oxymel. fcillit fefquidrach. aq. cin-
nam.
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When purgatives are given, corrobo-
rants and diureticks may be join-
with them, and are always to be
taken (/) in the intervals, Some-
times al{o great benefit has been receiv-
ed from the ufe of diaphoreticks ().

pam. fimp. unc. i. {pirit. lavend. comp. fyrup.
e cortice aurant. ana drach. i mifce. Capiat
talem dofin omni quadrihorio.—vel R. pil € co-
locynth. fal. fuccine ana femidrach. {yrup. fcillit.

. f. ut fiant pil. xviii, capt. iii. bis die.—vel R,
LILL:I.' e caffia drach. ix. pulv rad. jalap. drach. i.
ol. flillat. juniper fcrup. i. {yrup. zinzib. drach,
iv. mifce capt. fcrup.ii. ter f.ll'.‘..'--‘.i’f.l R. ele&t.
lenit. unc. ii. tartar. emetic. gr. xii. coque ex
aq. fontan. unc. xvi. ad unc. xii, cap. unc. ii
ter die.

(/) R. vin. amar. vel. tinct. ad {tomach.
Pharm. Edin. lib. ii. capiat une. ii. ter vel qua-

ter die.—vel R. pulv. cortic. Peruv. unc. ii.

cort. aurant. unc. i. limatur. mart, femunc. {y-
rup. e cortic. limon. q. {, ut fiat eleQuar. Ca-
piat molem nucis mofchat, mane & vefperi,——
vel R. aq. menth. piper. unc.v. tiné. aroma-
tic. vin. chalybeat. ana fefquiunc. fyrup e cort,
aurant. unc. i. mifce. Capiat unc. i. horis
medicis.

(m) See examples of the effeéls of thefe dif~
ferent clafles of medicines in notes to indicaticn
d. and II, of part L
1 5 13 Is W ith
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178 OF THE DROPSY.

13 1. When the belly is much dift
tended with water, the patient is not
only afflited with a difficulty of
breathing and coughing, occafioned
by the comprefiion of the diaphragm,
which prevents the paffage of the
blood thro™ the lungs, but the abforp-
tion of the dropfical water (the only
cure of this difeafe) is extremely di-
minifhed (#), or ceafes entirely. On
thefe accounts it is neceffary to let out
the water by tapping, tho’ few who
have undergone the operation have ob-
tained a complete and lafting cure,
but have been fubject to relapfes,

The place to be chofen for the pa-
racentefis or tapping is the middle

(n) ¢ Deinde, ut inde czperit, tamen aqua
““ pifi emittitur, qua contra naturam ibi fub-
&< ftiti, & jocinori & cceteris interioribus par-
¢ tibus nocet. Convenitque corpus nihilomi-
¢ nus elle curandum.. Neque enim fanat emif-
¢ fus humor, fed medicinz locum facit, quem
¢ intus.inclufus impedit.,”  Celf. fib, iil. ¢cap. 21,

point
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point between the navel and the up-
per anterior {pinal procefs of the- os
ilium, where there is neither too great
thicknefs of the containing -parts, nor
any tendon, large veffel, or nerve, in
hazard of being wounded, and the
water can eafily run off (o) —If a {mall
incifion thro’ the fkin 1s firft made
with a lancet, where the perforation
is intended to be made  with the tro-
car, the inftrument pierces with
much: lefs force than is otherwife re-
quired; and this ought always to be
done previous to the operation when
there is but little water in the belly,
in order that the danger of hurting

(o) The common directions of tapping four
or five inches below the navel, and as much to
one {ide, become very precarious, and of con-
fequence often dangerous when the belly is dif=
tended with water; fince a point thus defcrib-

ed muft vary according to the different degrees:

of diftention of the belly.—See thefe reafons

more fully explained, the neceffary directions: .
about the manner of performing the operation,.

and the defcription of a belt proper to be uled,
in Med. effays, wol, i, art. 18: 2, A
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any of the vifcera may be avoided,
The antients obferving that patients

who were tapped were liable to faint,
and even to the hazard of life itfelf,
when much water was let out at once,
rmagined thefe fymptoms were owing
to the animal fpirits flowing out with
the water, and therefore drew it off
at different times ( p), that too much
might not be wafted at once; but Dr.
Mead fully (7) demonftrated, in 1705,
that thefe appearances depended entire-
ly on the preflure made by the water
on the furrounding parts being too fud-
denly removed ; and proper bandages
have been fince contrived to remedy
this inconvenience. For by thefe
means the fame preflure can be kept

(p) ¢ Per hanc (nempe fittulam) effunden-

¢ dus humor eft: atque ubi major pars ejus
*¢ evocata elt, claudenda demiffo linteclo fiftu-
€.

la eft; & in vulnere, fi id ultum non eft, re-
¢ linquenda.
L1

| Jeinde per infequentes dies circa
fingulas heminas emittendum, donec nul-
lum aquee veftigium appareat.” Celft lib, viis
cap. Xv. .

(¢) See Mead. monst, med, cap. viii,

L1
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on the belly, during and after tapping,
as before the operation: in determin-
ing which, the greater or lefs difh-
culty of breathing fervesas a fure cri-
terion (7). ‘The general prattice now
is to let out all the water at once; by
which there is lefs danger, than by the
old method, of gangrene in the ori-
fice made in the teguments; or of a
tympany, by want of compreflion on
the inteftines ; or of the remaining
water macerating the bowels, or be-
coming acrid and eroding them by
the admiffion of air into the cavity of
the abdomen. If the matter contain-
ed in the abdomen is either too thick
to flow thro’ the cannula of a trocar,
or if hydatides be mixed with the

(r) Ibhave more than once feen the bad con=~
fequence of not obferving this precaution of
keeping a proper compreflion on the abdo-

men in the time the water is letting out, by the

patient’s fainting; and afterwards, when the
water has been again colledted and let out, it
has been tinged with blood, owing to the want
of proper compreffion at the former tapping,

water,
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382 OF THE DROPSY,

water (s), the orifice is to be enlarged
by an incifion wide encugh to let out
the extravafated liquors. Or if the ab-
domen happens at any time to be pre-
ternaturally divided into two cavities
by the concretion of any of the vif-
cera to the peritoneum (z), and both
are full of water, both muft be tap-
ped.

132, In order to prevent the return
of the dropfy after tapping, it has

(s) See the cafe of Baron Penterrider, who
was tapped for a dropfy of the belly, but the li-
quor being too thick to pafs through the cannula
of a trocar,. 2an incifion was made into the ab-
domen, through which, in two days, twelve
German meafures of a thick gelatinous liquor
mixed with a number of hydatides, fome ss big
as a hen’s egg, fome no bigger than an ant’s,
were evacuated.  Philofoph. tranf. num. 3-o,
ﬁ’f_‘?. 4.

(t) See fuch a cafe in the Medical effays, wol.
iv. art. 30. where the upper part of the omen-
tum had grown all round to the peritoneum,
and thereby formed two cavities in the abdo-
men ; from the upper one of which the water
was not voided when it was let out of the lower
ane by tapping.
been.
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been propofed to injet fome aftrin-
gent liquor into the cavity thro’ the
cannula, immediately after the water
is all let out (#); or to caufe fuch a
liquor to enter by one pipe of a dou-
ble trocar, while the water is run-

(u) Mr. Chriftopher Warwick,* furgeon at
Truro, relates the cale of a woman (Jane Ro-
man) into whofe abdomen he injelted a large
quantity of liquor made with two thirds of cla-
ret and one of Briftol water mixed together,
after extra&ting by the common operation of
the paracentefis thirty-fix pounds. of a greenith
tranfparent lymph: and a relapfe was prevented
by thefe means. When a large quantity of the
injeCtion was in her belly, a pungent pain pof=
felled her breaft, frequently darting through all
the vifcera, her breathing became extremely
difficult, her pulfe faultered, fhe fell into {yn-
copes and became {peechlefs. Pf)fi’-:rfc:p&. tranf.
sium. 472. fefF. 3.— Brunner propoled that tinc-
ture of myrrh and aloes,, with camphorated fpi-
rit of wine, fhould be injected into the belly,
to prevent the return of the afcites.  Adife. cur.
a. n.c. dec. 2. ann. 8. fchol. ad obf. 100. But
this would furely be too acrid, as we may judge
from the effeéts juft now related of a much
milder liquor;, the claret and Briftol water,, and
from the violent inflammation which fpirits
thrown into the fcrotum raifed;.
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184 OF THE DROPSY.

ning out at the other (w); but there
have not yet been fufficient trials made
for determining how far this method
may be depended upon.

133. After the water is drawn off
by tapping, the ftomach and inteftines,
having lefs affiftance than formerly
from the mufcles of the belly, which
do not immediately recover their tone
{o as to prefs with fufficient force on
thofe bowels, generally are inflated,
and the patient is affected with anxi-
ety, gripes, or fpafms. When thefe
fymptoms come on after tapping, or
after the operation of emeticks or
purgatives, the moft effectual remedy
1s an anodyne, which under thefe cir-
cemftances generally becomes a pow-
erful diaretick (x).

The

(w) 'This is the propofal of the ingenious Dr,
tales. Ibid. fed. 4.

(x) R. Aq. menth. piperit. fimp. unc. e
cinnamom. fpir. femiunc. tin&. caftor. drach, j,
tinét. thebaic, gutt. xl. tartar, lixiv. {crup. i,

fyrup,
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The regimen direted in fect. 5r.
long continued, feems altogether ne-
ceflary to prevent a relapfe into an
afcites.

134. A hydrocele attended with an
hernia and afcites, and the hydrom-
phalus (y), or protrufion of the navel
by the water of the abdomen, may be
confidered as appendages to the afcites,
and cured by evacuating the water that
occafioned them. But when the te-
guments which include the water in
thefe cafes are very thin, a punéture
with a lancet may ferve inftead of tap-
ping: it requires, however, the fame

fyrup. alth. drach. i. mifce pro hauftu vefper-
tino.—vel R. aq. menth, piperit. fpir. unc. I,
tinct. thebaic. gutt. xl. vin. antimon. gutt. I.
fyrup. ex althe. drach. ii. cap. h. s.

(y) Riverius gives a cafe of an afcites accom-
panied with the hydromphalus, where the pati-
ent was cured by letting out the water at the
prominent navel. Obf. commun. a Formis, obf.
jv.——See a number of cafes of the hydrompha~-
lus in Bonetus and Schenkius,
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386 OF THE DROPSY.

precautions, with this addition, that
a gangrene is here more to be appre-
hended by the fudden collapfing of
the teguments, and therefore the cor-
roborants - prefcribed in fe&t. 72, a
ought to be diligently made ufe of,
Sometimes the fkin of the navel or
groin is burft by the diftending water ;
in which cafes it is to be treated as if
an incifion had been made,

135. The hydrops afcites ficcus, or
tympany, accompanying the afcites,
is no other than what was mentioned
n fect. 129. note 4. And when it is
feen without a dropfy, is not a difeale
caufed by water, and therefore no part
of my prefent fubject,

Drorsy of the Tuograx,

136. Water colle@ed in one or both
cavities of the thorax is difficultly dif-
covered, the ribs and tenfe fhort inter-
coftal mufcles not allowing the water
to extend itfelf outwardly, or the
fingers
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fingers to feel any fluctuation (=), But
if a perfon breathes laborioufly with
a fenfe of weight at the lower part of
the thorax, when the trunk of the
body is erect, and towards the upper
part when the body is horizontal, and
feels withall a fenfible fluctuation while
he changes poftures, there are good
grounds for fufpecting that a fluid is
collected in the thorax; and, if no
fymptoms of inflammation and fup-
puration have preceded, we may juit-
ly conclude this liquor to be water;
and there will be the greater probabi-
lity of this being the cafe, if, at the
fame time, the patient makes but a
fmall quantity of urine, with a late=
ritious {ediment, and hath cedematous
fwellings of the feet or other parts of

the body.

(z) See Reimmannus’s differtation on the un-
certainty of the figns of this difeafe, in A7,
phyf. med. a. n. ¢, vol.i. obf. 170,

137. When
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188 OF THE DROPSY.

137. When one cavity of the tho-
rax only bas water in it, the patient
lies generally on that fide, the breath-
ing becoming more difficult when
laid on the other; and if, on com-
paring the two fides of the breaft, the
affeCted one is larger than the other
near to where the diaphragm is fix-
ed (a), therefs reafon to conclude that
water is colle¢ted in the enlarged fide,

I do not know if it is always ac-
companied with that {ymptom which

(a) The fwelling of the lower part of the
thorax is a fymptom that fometimes, tho’ but
feldomy attends this difeafe.’ T have feen a con-
fiderable number of people who have died
with colleCtions of water or pus in the cavi-
ty of the thorax, but I never could obferve
any external fwelling from the liquor contained
in the cavity of the thorax itfelf: however, we
have examples of it among the obfervators, ohe
in Willis pharm. ration, p.ii. fef. 5. cap. xiii.
and two in the Hiftor. morbor. Uratiflav. 16gg,
17c0. one quoted from Fonfeca. Ibid, de by-
drop. pect. cap. i. feit. 7. and one in Med. ¢f-
Jays, wal. v, art. 5q.

Riverius




OF THE DROPSY. 189

Riverius mentions as a fure pathogno-
| mick, viz. ¢ That the difficulty of
« breathing is increafed when the pa-
< tient lies down to fleep, and grows
worfe during the night, becoming
milder with the day (4); or if the
{crotum becomes hydropical before
the belly or limbs (¢).” I never ob-
ferved thefe fymptoms myfelf, nor
have feen them generally mentioned

Ll

L4

L4l

L]

1

Lo

£

L

() ¢ Quibus hoc unicum addere licet tan-
¢¢ _quam pathognomonicum, & quo folo hydrops
< peétoris a ceeteris difficultatis refpirandi fpe-
¢ cicbus diftinguitur. Quando nimirum {pi-
¢ randi difficultas primo quoque {omni tem-
¢ pore invadit, eumque intercipit, ac per noc-
¢¢ tem magis urget, procedente vero die fen-
<¢ fim lentefcit.”” River. prax. med. lib. vik
&ap. 5.

(¢) ¢ Id vero notatu digniffimum eft, quod
¢¢ {crotum in hoc hydropis genere attollatur in
¢ tumorem, antequam vel venter vel pedes in-
<i tumefcant. Neque enim femel fed iteratis
¢ yicibus deprehendimus, quod jam tumido
¢ {croto pedes oedematofo tumore corripiantur.’”
Hift. morbor, Uratiflav. 1699, 1700. de bydrop.
pedtor. cap. i. fect. 8.—~3ee fuch a cafe in fHoff~
r man, where the fcrotum fwelled and not.the
abdomen: de bydrope, obf. 7.
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1950 OF THE DROPSY.

as conftant and peculiar ‘to this dif
cafe.

138. Diaphoreticks, corroborants,
and purgatives are very ufeful in this
fpecies of the dropfy; but emeticks,
if the patient can bear them without
danger of being fuffocated during their
operation, are much more beneficial.
Diureticks (d) fometimes make a cure -

for

(d) R. Rad. fcill. gr.v. pulv. ari. comp. gr.
¥. rad. zinzib. gr. v. {yrup e cortice aurant. q.
f. ut fiat bolus ;3 talis bis die devorandus.-==vel
R. confeét. cardiac. ferup. i, fal, fuccin. gr. v.
ol. fhillat. juniper. gutt. ii. mifce. - Capiat do-
fin hujufmodi ter vel quater die.---vel R, ciner.
genift. fcrup. i. vin. amar. unc. ii, mifce. Hau-
ftulus talis quater die repetendus.---vel R. aq.
mentha unc. i. lixiv. tartar, femidrach. fyrup.
zinzib. femiunc, mifce. Propinet hauftulum
talem mane & vefpere.----vel R. tinét. flor.
martial. drach. fs. aq. menth. piper. unc. i.
fyrup. € cortic. aurant. drach. ii. capiat ter die.
---vel R. baccar, juniper. unc. ii. contuf. ef-
funde vin. rhenan. unc. xii. ftet loco calido per
tres dies, & colature adde aq. rhaphan. comp.
unc. i. capiat unc. ii, ter vel quater die.---vel
R. fol. cochlear. herten. nafturt. aquatic, bac-

Cal,
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for the kidneys, being free from com-
preflion, permit the water to pafs off’
more

car. juniper. ana unc. ii. tartar. lixiv. unc. L
infunde per quatriduum in cerevif, veter lib. v,
Dofis eft ad lib. fs. die.---vel R. fummit. H.
abfinth. virid. genift. ana femiunc. rad. gentian.
drach. ii. infunde per biduum in aq. fontan.
fervid. lib. i. colaturz capiat unc. iii. mane &
velperi.

The emperor Maximilian II. found great ad-
vantage from thefe fort of medicines: he la-
boured under a dropfy of the breaft for twenty
years, and ufed to make fometimes {ix pounds
of urine in a day, which always relieved him 3
at laft the paflage by the kidneys having been
ftopt, he was fuffocated. Sennert. praci. lib.
il. p. 2. cap. xX.

I had the following cafe from Dr, Fothergill :
A gentleman of a freth complexion, full, lax
habit, and a large make ; in refpe&t to liquors,
for the moft part, temperate, with a good appe-
tite, and ample means of gratifying it ; about
the fifty-fixth year of his age, perceived, upon
q little unufual motion, an obftruétion to his
breathing, attended with a palpitation of the

~ heart.

Thefe complaints gradually increafed fo much
as to induce him to confult his phyfician, to
whom he gave the following account,

That
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192 OF THE DROPSY.

than in the dropfy of
Iflues and fetons in the
interftices

more freely
the belly.

That on walking one hot day, after having
fpent an hour or two in bufinefs, in a room
crowded with company, he found fuch an un-
<afly ftraitnefs of the wind-pipe, juft above the
flernum, that it feemed as if a bur, as he term-
ed it, ftuck there, and hindered him from
breathing with his ufual freedom : that at night,
upon going to bed, he had a pa]pitation of the
heart, and a greater difficulty in finding fuch a
pofture as he could lie in with eafe than he
had ever before experienced.

It was not every night be found himfelf thus
afflicted : fometimes he had three or four bad
nights fucceffively, in which he was either ob-
Fged to fit up moft part of the night, or alto-
gether prevented from fleeping when able to
keep in bed.

Things had continued in this fituation fome
months. His countenance was then frefh and
florid ; his breathing upon motion fomewhat la-,
borious ; He coughed but little, and this rather
voluntarily, to fetch up fomething that to him
feemed obftruéting the wind-pipe, than from an
irritation of the lungs themfelves. His pulfe
was extremely irregular, never beating five
ftrokes alike, but varying inceflantly, either in
refpect to frequency, or ftrength, or both ; his
urine was high-coloured, depofiting for the

molt
§)
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interftices of the ribs, are known to
bave done remarkable fervice in the
various difeafes of the breaft.

139. When

moft part a copious fediment, of a colour be-
twixt the lateritious and carnation ; his ftools
regular in every refpe; he found himfelf com-
monly eafieft when lax, and his breath laborious
if ever fo little cotive. He had no heat,
thirt, dry tongue, or any {ymptoms of a fever,
except a high coloured urine, which was ac-
counted for from its being in fmall quantities.
No peripneumonic fymptoms, except labori-
ous breathing ; no appearance of a humoralafth-
ma ; nor was it apprehended that a convulfive
one could produce juft fuch appearances, elpe-
cially as the irregularity of the pulfe was not
lefs when the breathing was free and eafy, than
when it proceeded to fuch a pitch as to oblige
the patient to rife out of bed at midnight, to
avoid the danger of immediate fuffocation,

As the patient had lived in fuch a manner zs
might feem to have intitled him to the gout,
and he was then at an age wkhen the firft at-
tacks of this difeafe are moft commonly irregus=
lar, this likewife was taken into confideration -
tho’ the conftant irregularity of the pulfe rather
feemed to indicate, that fomething more perma-
nent was the caufe than the gouty matter,
which, whenever it attacks thefe unfufpected
parts; moft commonly allows of fome, tho’ oft
uncertain
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194 OF THE DROPSY.

139. When the means above pro-

pofed are unfuccefsful, the only me-
thod

uncertain and fhort vacations. After mode-
rate evacuations, by bleeding and purging, were
firft premifed a courfe of gum pills, extract of
the bark, chalybeats in very fmall dofes was
recommended, with fome mild balfamicks inter=
mixed. Noincreafe of the fymptoms being ob-
ferved from this method, it was perfified in
fome time; the air and moderate exercife on
horfeback propofed, and a due regard to quan-
tity as well as the quality of aliments. A long-
er truce feemed to be gained by this method than
had been perceived from the firft attack ; but as
the winter approached, this calm was often in-
terrupted, frequently without any manifeft
caufe ; the patient being often obliged to rife
after he had been an hour in bed and fpend the
remaining part of the night. "T'his {foon brought
on an cedematous fwelling of his legs, heavi-
nefs by day, inquietude by night, and the evi-
dent fymptoms of an bydrops pectoris.

By the ufe of the following remedy, viz. R.
Sapon. venet, fcrup. 1. g. ammon. gr. X. pulv,
fcillar. ficcat. gr. iv. fyr. fimp. q. f. f. bol. fu-
mend 6 q. h. near a gallon of urine was dif-
charged in one night, which leflened the difp-

nea, abated the anafarcous fwelling that had

. fpread cven to his hips and belly, enabled him

to
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thod feems to be to make an aperture
into the affe¢ted fide of the thorax;

to continue quietly and eafily in bed thro® the
night, and gave him and every one about him
hopes of a {peedy amendment. He enjoyed
this tranquillity a2 month or fix weeks, the irre-
gulanty of his pulle neverthelefs continuing,
tho’ remarkably les after this evacuation n#
urine ; once he feemcd during fummer to have
acquired firm health, his pulfe becoming fome-
what lefs intermittent, and the other {ymptoms
difappearing ; but this was only a longer inter~
val than ordinary. The returning winter
brought with it his former complaints; and
though fontanels, blifters, diureticks, purga-
tives, corroborants intermixed, were tried, un-
der -the direction of fome of the ableft perfons
of the profeflion, his diforder increafed, and he
was at laft fuddenly fuffocated by the load of
water in the thorax.

. One thing may be neceflary to remark in re-
{pect to the ufe of fquills, which is, that when
ever one would give them as diureticks, the
proper dofe feems to be that quantity which
will not produce a naufea, at leaft a lafting one.
And tho’, in the inftance before us, four grains
of the powder gave the ﬂcmach no oftence,
yet in moft people one grain and half, or two
at moft, will produce this effett.
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196 OF THE DROPSY.
this perforation fhould be made above
the place commonly recommended,
the diaphragm being connefted to
ribs higher than the ninth or tenth,
~—If the patient ever had a pleurify,
or other acute pain in that fide, the
aperture is not to be made near the
feat of the pain, for there the lungs
and pleura probably adhere; by
which means the operator, inftead of
penetrating into the cavity of the
thorax, may be in danger of wound-
ing the lungs. When the perforation
is made, the water is to be let out
{lowly, left the lungs being too fud-
denly freed from compreflion become
unable to refift or tran{mit the blood
flowing into them, and the patient
be thereby fuffocated. To prevent
this, the belly fhould be prefled with
a belt, which being gradually drawn
tighter, prefles the diaphragm up-
wards as the water runs out; and if
the quantity of water be very great,
part of it only muft be evacuated at
once,
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once(e). At every drefling the air
that may rufh in at the wound fhould
be

(¢) In I77llis we have the cafe of a young
man, who from too much exercife fell into a
dropfly of the breaft; his left fide iwelled, and
a number of bad f}'mptnms appearing, the doc~
tor ordered an incifion to be made between the
fixth and feventh rib, to let out the water; a
cannula was put into the orifice, and the firft
day there were about fix ounces of a thick
white coloured liquor, like chyle, let out; the
fecond, about as much; on the third, the li-
quor run off too freely, and the patient became
faint and feverifh, on which account the doc-
tor allowed no more to be let out for two or
three days after, and then but a {mall quantity
every day. ° By this method the patient in alit-
tle time began to recover his health and ftrength,
fo that be could at laft ride and take his urial
exercife.  All this time but, very few medicines
were given, only after the operation fome gen-
tle cordials, an anodyne, and ‘-I..]"'lt‘rar}’ decoc-
tion. In afew months the patient thought him-
elf 'quite recovered, and took out the cannula :
but the wound was no fooner healed than his
difeale returned, and he was obliged to have a
new aperture made, and the cannula put in a-
gain ;3 he foon got well, but was obliged to keep
the cannula in ever after. Pharm. ration. p. 2
Jeéla ¥, cap. xiii. de hydrope petoris---A wo=
' K 3 man
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be - warmed ; for which purpofe vef-

s filled with warm water are rather
to be ufed than charcoal, or any other
fubftance which emits fuffocating or
irritating {teams; and when the ori-
fice is to be drefled, the air which en-
tered by the muuu’i is to ke fquuz-
ed out by the patient’s efforts in
breathing,

140. The water being evacuated,

the path.nt muit perfit long in the

m n about thirty years of age, labouring uns
cer both an afcites and dmpfy of the breaﬂ'
was cured by letting out the water firft from
the abdomen, and then from the thorax. Af-
ter the operation fhe was twice purged, took an
(]platff morning and evening, and for fome time
after obferved a very ftri&t regimen of dict.
Memair. de Pacad des feiences, 1703.~-=In the
fame place we have an account of a man ad-
diéted to drinking, who was almoft cured by
the fame method. When all the {ymptoms
were gone but a little eedematous fwelling of
his legs, by the advice of a quack he applmd
bliflers to thems, which brought on a gangrene,
of which he died. J[bid.

u rl."
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afe of proper medicines, efpecially
diureticks.

Drorsy of the PErRICcARDIUM.

141. The dropfy of the pericardi-
am can fcarce be certainly known till
after death by diffeGion; for all the
fymptoms of this difeafe that bhave
been fpecified by the moft accurate
phyficians ‘are ambiguous ( /), and

ttend other difeafes likewife; for in=

(f) Bonetus gives the diffection of a man.
who died of the dropfy, in whole pericardium,
there was found thirty ounces of water. Lib.,
il. fzét. 1. olf. 60.---In a patient who died of
a cough and afthma, the thorsx and pericardi-,
um were full of water, the lungs ftuffed with a

vifcid matter, and a number of fchirrous tuber-,
cles difperfed through their fubftance; a {tony,
matter too was found in them; and the liver,

and fpleen were fchirrous. Ibid. obf. 41.---Lifo
tells us of one Jacob Loret, who had long la

boured under a palpitation of the heart and dif-
ficulty of breathing, of which he died : upon
diffe&ion there were found feveral pints of wa-

ter in the pericardium. De feref. colluv. felt..
3- fﬂpu “- (?!:"j: 391 e
K a4 {tance,

or 3
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ftance, an unequal pulfe, an uneafi-
nefs in lying, a frequent neceffity of
fitting down, an oppreffion within
the fternum after motion, difficulty
of breathing, attended with a fenfe of
pain and reftleflnefs, either no cough
atall, or a very moderate and dry one;
all which fymptoms become milder,

or go off altogether when the patient
1s at reft (g).

142, Could

(&) Francifius Albertinus gives the following -
account of this difeafe : ¢¢ Hydropem pericar-
‘¢ dii, qui ex fe ipfo & folus infeftat, hifce in-
* diciis, aliqua faltem ex parte, ab aliis vitiis
*“ diferiminari, grotantium obfervationes &
corum extifpicia me monuerunt. Pulfus igi-
tur comparate molles,, potius frequentes, ac
parvos fibi adjungere confuevit, ubi firudura
cordis five immodice flaccida evaferit, five
bic illic in fuis fibris inceperit fraceflere, five
reftagnans in pericardio humor lentus, five
mere aqueus fit. Parvos vero frequentiores
adhue, vibratos, ac tenfos, cum fapor cjus
falinus & vellicans eft, Exiles etiam, cele-
riores, deficientefque, fi tanta humoris co-
pia in pericardio contineatur, quinta fere
maxima contineri in eo poteft. At ea pulfiis
* inaqualitas aliis cordis vitiis communis ef}:

“ Tufim
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142. Could the dropfy of the peri-

cardium be difcovered, its cure may
be attempted by the medicines propo-
fed for the cure of the Hydrops Pec-
toris, fect. 138 ; but it feldom yields

Tuffim quoque vel nullam vel modicam ad-
junctam habet & fere ficcam five cum fputis
tantum falivalibus, Difficilis in eo decubitus
& frequens relidendi neceflitas vix unquam
incidit ; eaque interdum a cibo, potu, animi
aut corporis motu, etiam fi in leto motus
exerceatur, Et quamvis a mediocri quocum-~
que locali motu ingravefcat motus cordis, ad
tremorem accedens, & una cum eo fpirandi
difficultas, five potius apneea, & ad fternum
oppreflio cum fenfu doloris-& jactatione con-
tingat ; hac tamen in azgroto, ubi moveri
defiit & quieti fe tradidit, {i non omnino, at
maxima ex parte evanefcunt; modo ne iis
falinis aculeis huntor pericardii refertus fit,
a quibus irritetur & corrodatur fuperficies
cordis, quem ad modum eam leviter corro-
fam. in muliebri cadavere confpeximus. Ncg
ablimilia fymptomata, licet folum occafione
concitatioris motus, illi quogue patiuntur, in
quibus non nihil eraffius alicubi, vel quaflt
membraneo vinculo laxe ‘cordi alligatum pe-
ricardium invenimus.’”” Comment, acad. Bo-
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to internal remedies ; and it would be
a bold, not to fay a rafth attempt, to
make an aperture into the pericardi~

um (4).

(b)) We have, however, examples of the pe-
ricardium being opened without deftroying the
patient, in the Commerc. literar. Norimberg,
1734, Hebd. 35. fect, 4. Dr. Storkius tells
us, that he caufed the fternum to be perforated
after a wound of the breaft, and let out fix
pounds of blood diluted with water. By his
orders alfo the left fide of the thorax of the
fame man was opened, from which more than
nine pounds of a bloody gelatinous matter iffu-
ed. - The patient lived a month after the fter-
num was perforated, and three days after open-
ing the thorax. When the dead body was ex-
amined, a wound an inch long appeared in the
pericardium, which contained fome pus and
adhered to the heart. There was an impreffion

on the heart, which he judged to have been a

wound there.---Galen tells of a boy, part of

whofe fternum was carious, which he ordered

to be cut away; and finding part of the peri-
cardium corrupted, took it away alfo, and left
the heart quite naked ; and yet the boy foon re-
eovered. Deanat, adminifirat. lib. vii. ¢ap, 13. .

The
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The true HYDROPHTHALMIA, |

143. In the true hydrophthalmia
the ball of the eye increafes gradually,
and the fight decays ; at length, when
the fwelling becomes large, the pati-
ent grows blind, and part of the ball
ftands prominent without its orbit ;
fometimes a {mart pain is felt in i,
and the tranfparency of the eye is
loft.

144. This difeafe rarely proves mor-
tal, but frequently deprives the pati-
ent of fight.

145. At its beginning it is fome-
times cured by aftringent ftrengthen-
ing applications (). Purgatives are

(i) R. Acet. q.f. ut madefcat linteum, cui
afpergatur pauxillum fpir. vin. camphorati, et
oculo applicetur.---R. flor. camamel. rofar. rub.
ana unc. ii. coque ex vin. Gallic. rub. q. f. ut
fiat epithema.---R. tutiz preparat, drach. i. vi-
triol. alb. gr. iv, facchar. faturn. gr. ii. mifce,

K 6 terantur.
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frequently to be given ; and moderate

bleeding, repeated as occafion requires,
is often neceflary,

146. When the eye is large, and
medicines cannot diminifh it, a fmall
incifion muft be made into the lower
part of the cornea to let out the wa-
ter ; after which a proper comprefiion
muit be kept on the eye, and firength-
ening applications adminiftred fre-
quently ; and it is often neceflary to
let out the water feveral times (%).

INTERNAL

terantur. in pulv. fubtil. et cum-aq. rofar, fefe
quiunc. fiat. collyrium oculo inflillandum.---R.
pulv. fubtil. tut. drach. ii. alumin gr. v. axung.
porcin. drach iii. mifce, fiat { a. ung. cujus
pauxillum inter palpebras immittendum.

(#) Blancard gives two cafes of the hydroph-
thalmia ; 1. Of an Englith nobleman labour-
ing under this difeafe, who had always a fharp
pain of the eye when he eat any thing falt or
four. He tried many remedies, but received
no benefit. 2. A young man, after an inflam-
mation of the eye, was feized with an hy-
drophthalmia ; the water was four times eva-

cuated,
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INTERNAL HYDROCEPHALL

147. Water has been found in large
quantity between the cranium and

dura

cuated, but colleCted anew; the fifth time it
was let out, and by the help of a preflure a re-

lapfe was prevented, but he loft the fight of

his eye. Oper. wol, ii. cap. 13.---A fludent of
divinity labouring under an hydrophthalmia,
{which .not only disfigured him much, but af-
fected the fight of his eye) after taking a great
many medicines without receiving any benefic,
had the water let out by an orifice made at the
part where the needle is commonly introduced
in couching a catara®. After the operation his
€ye was anointed morning and evening with vi-
pers fat, and pledgets wet with camphorated
fpirit of wine kept conftantly applied to it : not-
withftanding which the water colleted anew:.
It was again perforated, and the fame remedies
applied, whilea continual preffure was kept up-
on it with a concave piece of lead juft large
enough to cover the eye. By this manner of
treatment the eye, in a few months, was in a
pretty good ftate. Heiffer's obfervat. p. 589.
¢bf. 527.-=-Nuck mentions a cafe where the eye
was reduced to its natural ftate by frequently
letting out the water, ‘and keeping a preflure

upon
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206 OF THE DROPSY.

dura mater (/), or between this mem-

brane and the pia mater (7); and hy-
datides have been obferved in the fub-

ftance of the brain (#). Thefe have
all

upon it with a piece of lead. De oculor. duéii-
bus aquef. cap. 2.--~Boerhaave {ays he was twice
fo lucky as to cure this difeafe; his method of
cure was by blooding, and giving ftrong mer-
curial hydragogue purges, by letting out the
water frequently, and then keeping pledgets
dipped in fpirit of wine applied to the eye, and
compreffing it with a plate of lead. Hefays an
atrophy of the eye generally fucceeds the cure
of this difeafe. De morb. oculor. feff. 165.
. 170.
¥ {fj} Five pounds of water was found between
the ikull and dura mater, in the falx and cavi-
ties of the brain. Bonnet. [fepulch. anat, lib. i.
feét. 2. obf. 45.---Trew faw water between the
{kull and dura mater, between this laft and the
ia mater, and in the ventricles of the brain.
Aa. phyf. med. a. n. ¢, vol.iv. obf. 135.

(m) Blancard found about two pounds of wa-
ter between the dura and pia mater of a foetus
about feven months old, and alfo a veficle that
contained thirty ounces of water adhering to
the membranes of the back part of its mouth
that lie above the vertebrz. Oper. wel. ii. p.
135
3@;) See cafes of hydatides in the brain in

Haller’s
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all the name of internal hydrocephali.
They bring on the {ymptoms of a
com-

Haller’s difput. anat. vol. ii. p. 845. by Bergen,
---In a boy between fix and feven years of age
who died of an hvdrocephalus, there was found
a fmall cyft full of water near the furface of the
brain, the ventricles diftended with water, and
a number of hydatides in the plexus choroides.
Medical effaysy wol. iil. art. 23.~--Wepfer fays
that a furgeon of credit (Philip Oemelin) af-
fured him, that hydatides in the brain was a
common difeafe among the horned cattle in
Switzerland, and fhewed itfelf by a giddinefs
or vertigo. When the country people obferve
this, they ftrike the head behind the horns with
a hammer, to try if by the found they can dif-
tinguith any preternatural hollow below, and if
they imagine they do, they immediately trepan
the part, puta quill into the hole, and fuck out
the hydatides, if they lie near the {furface of the
brain, and fo make a cure: but, if the hyda-
tides lie fo deep in the brain that they cannot
fuck them out, they immediately kill the crea-
ture. This operation the furgeon affured him
he had feen done, and attended with fuccefs.
De apopleét, loco affect. p. 6. He afterwards
tells us, that he himfelf faw it tried upon an ox
afli&ed with giddinefs, when a large number
of hydatides were fucked out; but the vertigo
ftill continuing they killed the creature, and,
uporn

- _____ -
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208 OF THE DROPSY.

prefled brain, to wit, pain of the head,
giddinefs, ftupor; fuch patients ftare
exceffively, the tears frequently flow,
they are drowfy, their fenfes dull;
fometimes they become blind and deaf,
and lofe all the animal faculties, till
at laft convulfions, lethargy, or apo-
plexy put an end to their miferies.
But fince thefe fymptoms may be pro-
duced by other caufes, and the crania
of adults do not yield to the diftend-
ing water, one can only conjeCture in
fuch a cafe what is the difeafe. In
children, indeed, the bones of whofe
heads are not firmly united, they are
feparated by the water farther than

upon opening the head, they found a number of
hydatides in the ventricles of the brain. Hif,
apoplect, 14. Thefe hiftories although related
by Wepfer, an author of credit, yet feem too
much upon the marvellous ; and, at any rate,
the uncertainty of the exiftence of the difeafe
from the method taken to difcover it, and the
danger of the operation, will, in all probability,
prevent its being ever attempted on the human
fubjl:&¢

they
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they ought to be, and leave larger
{paces between them, where fometimes
the fluCtuation of water can be felt,

148. Corroborants, catharticks, di-
ureticks, and diaphoreticks are to be
employed according to the exigency
of the cafe.—The head is to be co-
vered with a woollen cap well fu-
migated with f{pices, over which a
pretty tight bandage is to be put (o) 3
a perpetual iflue is to be kept running
at the bregma ; or a pea iflue may be
put at the lower part of the occiput;
- and rather than let the patient inevit«
ably perith, a very uncertain and dan-
gerous operation may be attempted,

() A child whofe head was much fwelled,
and the futures greatly dilated, was cured by
bandages alone, without any other afliftances,
River. obf. commun. obf. vi.---It is faid in Boer~
haave’s praxis medica, that he cured the hydro-

eephalus by giving fome purgatives, putting i

an iflue, and afterwards bandaging and foment-
ing the head, §ef?. 1204,
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gre OF THE DROPSY.

viz. To make an aperture by which
the water may flow out (). Asa tro-
car requires a forcible pufh to make it
perforate the teguments, its point may
penetrate further than 1s intended;
therefore it is fafer to make the open-
ing with a lancet, wherever a fluétua-
tion can be felt, taking care not to
wound the larger arteries or the fupe-
rior longitudinal finus. After a {fmall
quantity of water is let out, the
wound is to be ftuffed to prevent teo

(#) A furgeon opened the bregma of a child
of nine months old, and let out a pound of
water, but the child died in about thirty-fix
hours after. Hildan. obfi chirurg. cent, 5. obf.
17.---Le Cat let out the water of a hydroce-
phalus at different times, by help of a [hort
broad fhouldered trocar, the cannula of which
he let remain in the wound. He covered its
orifice with a fticking plaifter, which he re-
moved when he let out any of the water, and
put it on again when he thought he had evacua-
ted a fufficient quantity ; and always afterwards
bound up the head tight with a capaline band-
age 3 nntwnhf’randmg which precautmns the
child died the fifth day after the operation. Plhi-
bofaph.. tranfait. for 1751, 1752, [edd. 40.

great
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great a difcharge ; for worfe effetts are
to be expeéted from a fudden evacua-
tion here than any where elfe, be-
caufe the weak veflels of the brain,
and its foft fubftance, cannot refift
the force and rarefaction of the blood
impelled by the heart; fo that the
brain is foon overloaded with blood
when the preflure of the water is too
fuddenly taken away: a fpunge, or
fome fuch fubftance, which allows a
flow draining off of the water, is the
beft and fafeft application to the
wound; for a pipe introduced into
the wound, and allowed to remain
there, may hurt the tender internal
parts. As the water is thus drawing
off, the bandage on the head ought to
be drawn tighter and tighter, that the
cranium may be contracted in pro-
portion to its contents.

If the internal medicines that aug-
ment the excretions are found infuffi-
cient to free an adult from this dif-
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212 OF THE DROPSY.

cafe, trepanning is the only remedy
in {uch a cafe,

WATER in the VENTRICLES of the
Brain.

149. Water in the ventricles of the
brain may be called The moft inter-
nal Hydrocephalus (7).

150. When it diftends thefe cavi-
ties, the fubftance of the brain being

() Tulpius found five pounds of water in
the ventricles of the brain of a boy of five years
of age. 'The brain at firft feemed wanting, but
it adhered every where to the bones of the
fkull, in form almoft of a thick membrane,
Obf. 1ib. i. obf. 24. And in the following ob-
fervation he fays, he has twice feen about two
pounds in one of the ventricles, without any
in the other. Ibid, obf. 25.==-Vefalius faw a
cale of a hydrocephalus where the ventricles of
the brain were fo much diftended as to contain
nine pounds of water. Anat. lib. i, cap. g.---
Hildanus took eighteen pounds of water out of
the ventricles of the brain. Cent, i, obf. 10.=-=
T he ventricles contained twenty-four pounds of
water in a child of a month old, A4ife. enr
8. M. dec. 3. am. 1. obf. 10.

{queezed
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{queezed between the water and the
{kull, muft become very thin, and we
may expelt the patient to have a high
degree of the fymptoms mentioned in
fet. 147. |

161. This difeafe muft be treated
as direCted for the hydrocephalus,
where the water is either between the
ikull and dura mater, or between it
and the pia mater (r); only it is ob-
vious that no incifion can be made in-
to the hydropical fac without imme-
diate danger of the patient’s life (s),

(+) A boy fix years of age, whofe head was as
large as that of a youth,of eighteen, was cured by
aromatick and {pirituous medicines applied to his
head, an iflue in each leg, frequent purging,
taking lixivium of tartar with his drink, and
aromaticks with his food. Aife, cur, a. n. c.
dec. 1. ann, 1. obf. 46.

(s) It was furprifing that Le Cat’s child,
mentioned before, lived five days after the ope-
satign, the water having been let out of the

yentricles of the brain.

BASTARD




he remembers once to have feen one larger than

opening them deftroys the patignt immediately.
Cbf. anat, chirurg. obf. 52.

274 OF THE DROPSY.

BasTArRD HYDROCEPHALUS,

152. The baftard hydrocephalus, §
1s an hydropical excrefence on the §
back part-of the head, the fac of |
which has an immediate communica-
tion with the ventricles of the brain; it §
is a fort of appendix to the laft named §
true {pecies of hydrocephalus, and is §
feldom or never cured, but proves fa-
tal in a fhort time. '

153. The integuments are to be @§
kept entire as long as poffible; for the §
opening fuch tumors caufes death §
foon (¢); and the external medicines
prefcribed in fe&. 72. 2. may be tri-
ed; but little or nothing elfe can be

(t) Ruyfech has fometimes feen thefe tumors i
larger than the head of a new-born feetus, and

the child’s whole body ; he fays they communi- §
cate with the ventricles of the brain, and thatthe &

done
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done for fuch young patients as thefe
generally are,

Drorsy of the SpinaL MARrRRoOw,
or SpiNA Biripa.,

154. The fame is to be faid of the
watery tumors of the {pine, where
the back parts of the vertebrz, or os
facrum, are wanting, and the {pinal
marrow feems in many to have been
changed into water ().

(u) Ruyfch relates ten cafes of this difeafe
which all proved mortal. 0¥/ 34.----Blan-
<ard met with two which had the fame fa-
tal exit.~--Mr. AMalcalm, furgeon to the Scots
royal regiment, told me, he once faw fuch a
tumor opened, and the child died immedi-
ately.---1 once faw fuch a tumor, but would
not allow it to be opened ; what became of the
child I know not, having never {feen it or the
parents afterwards.---A child had fifty ounces of
water within its brain, a tumor on its occiput,
and a divided fpine. DBonet. fepulchret. anat.
lib. i, [efl. 16. obf. 4.~--A fimilar cafe, where
the fpinal marrow at the part where the tumor
was could not be feen, and there were fcarce

any veftiges of nerves. Mife, cur. a.m. .c. dec.
2. ann,

6
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216 OF THE DROPSY.

2. ann. 2. obf. 158.---A child was born with a
tendinous, or coriaceous, fpot above the os fa-
crum, which extended itfelf into a large tumor,
and was extirpated. It contained more than a
pound of water, and the nerves of the cauda
equina. The child was always paralytick in
the lower extremities, and could not retain its
fzces or urine. The bulk of the head dimi-
nifhed confiderably when the operation was per-
formed, and it died nextday. Mif, cur, a. n,
#. decot, ann, 1. obf, 152, bifl, 2.
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