An epistle to John Ranby, Esq. : ... on the subject of his Narrative of the last
iliness of the late Earl of Orford, as far as it relates to Sir Edward Hulse, Dr.
Jurin, and Dr. Crowe.

Contributors
Ranby, John, 1703-1773.

Publication/Creation
London : J. Robinson, 1745.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/h2gae2d9

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

E P L S T L E
- Jobu széy, Eiq;

Principal Serjeant Surgeon to His MajesTy,
And F. R. S.

On the Subject of his
NARRATIVE
Of the Laft Illnefs
Of the late

EARLofORFORD

As far as it relates to Sir Epwarp Hulse,
Dr Jurin, and Dr Crowe.

THE SECOND EDITION:
With a large Additional Polfeript,

R AR S RN R ER
ILLONDON:

Printed for Jaces Romiwnsow, at the Golden
Lyon in Ludgate-firest.

M. DCC. XLV.
.#:( Price Six-pence, )







B =@lowEVER folemn
usPSestl and facreda Duty
fulfilling the Will

of the Dead may

have been look’d upon in all
Ages, it is a Pont paft all
manner of Contruverfy, that
abufing the Living by Inve-
¢tives, under a fpecmus Pre-

text
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text of inviolably performing
the Will of the Dead, has
ever been detefted by all Man-
kind,into whom have been in-
{till'd even the firft Principles
of Morality ; or who have at
any time imbibed never fo
{mall an Idea of common Ho-
nour and Integritv.

T}‘”‘ Farl of OrRrORD was
indifputably poflels’d of every
great Qmﬂ. mr you infinuate of
him : was f 192C10US, penmm-
ting, gener ous, and, above all,
end Ln.,‘i with an 1ncompar dhlL
Humanity. For which Rea-
f’“ﬂ whatever His Lordfhip’s

ther Requefts in his laft Mo-

: ments

I‘"'Uw
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ments might be, it is very dif-
ficult to 1magine it to have
been 1n the leaft his Intention,

that a Journal thould be pub-
lifh’d of his Cafe after his De-
ceafe, couch’din Terms, which
muft unavoidably reflet Dif-
honour on the Charadter of
Thofe, for whom he had long
been known to entertain Sen-
timents of the moft exalted
Friendfhip and Efteem. An
Injunction of this Nature
could not poflibly be the {o in-
confiltent Cura Cadentis of
him,

The Declaration, you make
at. the End of your Preface,
of




of piving a Detail of Fadts
without any Manner of Coms=
ment, is, in my Opinion, en-
tirely fuperfluous : 1t being
evident at firft Sight to eve-
ry Reader, that the whole
Thread of your Relation by

no means wants one.

However, be that as it
will, the Gentlemen aim’d at
in your Scheme have one no
{fmall Confolation on this E-
mergency, that, Thanks to
their Stars, rhetr Phyfical Re-
putation 1s eftabli{h’d on too
firm and folid a Bafis, to be
fhaken by any indirect 1nnu-
endos fcatter’d here and there

10
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in your egregious Narrative :
which is apparently calculated
more with a View of leflen-
ing Perfons of an unexception-
able Character, than of pro-
moting any Good 1n regard
of the Publick. Of which

more hereafter,

The Earl of ORFoRD a
long while labour’d under an
incurable Diftemper; took
Medicines, prefcribed himby
Some of the moft Eminent in
their Profeflion, without any
fuccefsful Fffe¢t; and, con-

Afequently, finifh’d the na-

tural Courfe of his latterly
tedious Mortality. W hat
B then ?
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p
o
then? Muft the Chit-chat, and
unguarded Expreflions, dmpt
:‘.::unw intimate J‘scquawh
tance, and fuppofed Friends,
m a %?l.:us:,lmju-1' be imme-
diateiv on iuch an Event
_ thed to the \V(}r}f"j 110
ways interefted in it; and for-

P for ‘"h m ;n miu}il-

T -..j:-l.r FIT:_— .-'\:.1" - w=r L Fa & v
condarily only : h,iliiﬂ';{ , 0N
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Kidneys to be little or nothing
alter’d from a natural State,
Now, a Perfon, unacquainted
with thfcal \htterg would
conclude, from this Sieuation
of Things, that the Earl of
OrForD’s Death was confc-
quential to fome enormous
Failure of Judgment in che
Phyficians who attended him:
inafmuch as thcy were fo muf=

guided 1n their Opinions, as
real!y not to be at a Certain-
ty in {o eflential a Point, as
That muft, feemingly, unque

{tionably be, of det eching the
Seat of any inveterate | Difor-

der. Whereas, i effect, ’tis
an Axiom, known to the
whoie
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whole Medical World, en-

dow’d with the leait Portion
of Sagacity, that the Method
of R eliefin cither Cafe (where
Cutting 1s impracticable) 1S
ever the very fame. Medi-
cines of a diluting, and foft,
lubricating, Nature, fuch as
you tell the Public were ad-
ninifter'd my Lorp, [Page
6.] accompanied with Opi-
ates, are conftantly prefcribed
for eafing the pamf §| ‘aymp-
- tomis, w hl ch are wont to fu-
pervene on thofe deplorable
Occafions, whether derived

from the Kidneys, or the
Bl,zd(}u‘.

Therefore,
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Therefore, fince the Phyfi-
cians, even from your own
Account, could lie under no
Imputation of the fmalleft
Negle¢t, in refpect of the
Courfe pitch’d upon, in order
to give fome Relpite to His
Lorpsuip’s intenfe Pains;
fome other Caule, rather than
That of being exact 1n your
Relation, muft be aflign’d,
why you are {o minute and
circumftantial in exhibiting
to the World a Detail of an
Affair, which not a Mortal
upon Earth can be concernd
"_in, or reap the lealt Benefit
or Advantage from whatlo-

€VCr.

The
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The Compliment ' you
make Sir Edward Hulfe [Pag.
11.] in calling him a Phyfi-
cian of great Experience, is
indifputably extremely juft :
and to go about to fhew the
Adequatenefs of fuch an Ex-
preflion would be like enter-
ing on the Province of demon-
ftrating the cleareft Truth in
Nature. And yet, perhaps,
thofe three or four Words,
where they ftand in your ac-
curate Piece, are not impreg-
nated with the greateft Since-
rity imaginable. For, to fpeak
without Reftraint, I don’t
know how 1t 1s, but,

Limeo
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--=1 2meoDanaos, et Dona ferentes.,

Virg,
The Hoof of Satan will fill
be conipicuous, and difplay
it’s cloven Properties, what-
ever, even an Angelic, Form
that Arch-Spirit may aflume,
in order to conceal his other
Deformaties.

The Concern, arifing in
you [ Page 11.] from a Point
of no material Confequence,

might, according to my hum-
blb A-vprencn{mn of imn
have been, with much 1110'3
Propriety, referved for your
own 1mportant QOccafions:

where
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where there may, peradven-
ture, be frequently an urgent
Demand for Emotions of the
Mind of the fame tender Na-
ture with That, which, with
great Parade, you here beftow
on Thofe, who do not 1n the
leaft want it ; and who would
think themfclves funk 1n Cre,

dit exceedingly low indeed,
were they to be afteCted 1n
any Degree with what you

~ deliver as your Sentiments 1n

fuch Cafes, as Thele, one
way or other: however deep
the Foundation uz;ry be laid,
whereon i1s built the lupt ta-
tion imputed to you of {ingu-
lar Penetration, and C{J:.;fllm- |
mate
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mate Judgment, Ne Sutor
ultra crepidam 1s a Proverb ve-
ry ancient, and very {ignifi-
cant. Nor would Ibe thought
in thisPlace to lug 1t in Head
and Shoulders farcaftically.
Your Profeflion 1s confefled-
ly a reputable and a Gentle-
man-like one. But, notwith-
ftanding, it 1s to be remem-
ber’d, that, however ardent
we may be for an unreftrain’d
Career, we ought never to at-
tempt making Excurfions be-
yond the Length of our pro-
per Tether.

From the Report you give
us of Sir Edward Hulfe's Sug-
c geftion,
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geftion, that the Bladder was
not iumifh d with a fufhicient
Number of Blood-Veflels, to
fupply fo large 2 Quantity of
Blood, as was from time to
time dlfaharged, I conclude
you would have 1t {furmifed,
f*"“'* this Gentleman has not
an adequate Anatomical No-
don of the Texture of thofe
. when, 1n reality, with.
ma H iﬂ Gramn rfordhﬂ-
€nce, he mu 19 ofit be
to mean only this,

F
[

l'-,.’-.':{' E.’az.‘t at ”“‘”f of fo
orofufe a Flux _:: oht proba-
bly proceed from ¢! md'}*‘-‘ya
which Dr Crowe, it fLLms
[Page 27:] was flrong tn sz-

n1on,
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neon, (1n Allufion, 1 conceive

to that fatyrical Line of
(Garth,

In Reafon faint, but in Opinion flrong,)

1s the {ole Source, whence all
Stones, coagulated Blood, &e.
are accuftomed to flow. haw,
by the bye, itis an eftablith’d
Truth, that an obftinate Te-
naci{;-um::[s 1s by no means
the Doétor's Characteriftic:
that unpliant Temper of
Mind being as foreign to the
Dicltates of his better Senfe,
as it is to hisunaffeéted Plai
nefs, and primitive Simpli
city, to recur to {fuch a new-

i‘anﬂr?ed andconceited a Phroie,
as
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as is put in his Mouth a little
below; where he 1s faid to
have known the Kidneys
rLuc’d up on feveral Occa-
fions. You might with equal
Tuftnefs have fet him off, Ca-
valier-like, with a Bag-wig,
along-waifted Coat withfhort
Skirts, and a Hat and Fea-
ther.

Thele little Efforts up and
down are only random Shots ;
your main Battery being e-
rected again®t Dr Yaurin’s Li-
thontriptic Lixtvium. Perhaps
you may be fuch anlnfidel in
regard of Phyfic and Mecha-
nical Powers, as not to give in
{o
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to the Poflibility of combining
different Bodies, {o as to form
a Medicine, endued with {uch
Faculties, and Manner of A-
gency, as is requifite for diffo-
ciating thofe concreted Parti-
cles in the Human Machine ;
which,arrived at adetermin’d
Bulk, and lodged either in
the Kidneys, or Bladder, ob-
tain the Name of the Stone.

But, whatever may be your
Sentiments in this Matter, the
ingenious Dr Schaw, Phyf-
cian to His Royal Highnefs,
the Prince of WaLEs, 1n a {et
Differtation for that Purpole,

has put the Queftion out
of
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of all manner of Doubt ; and
fix’d 1t, like other Mathema-
ticle Demonitrations, on an
abfolute Certainty.

This being really Fadt, it
remains In the next place to
examine how far the fpecfic
Lzxivium on the Carpet may
merit the Appellation of a

Diffolvent. You tell us [ Pag
16,] m Confequence of my
Ford’s talung* 1t, that he
voided aStone, among cthers,

‘ compa 1Cted of three, very
‘ flightly cemented together;
¢+ Bek g unable, feemm ely, to
‘ .bear even ‘the leaft "E ouch,
‘‘without 'danger of fd]llnb

¢ afunder.’
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¢ afunder.” Now, what fhould
thus loofen this Cement, but
the powerful Efficacy of the
Medicine, he had been taking
in fo large a Quantity, as fix
and thirty Gunces, [ Pag. 13.]
and which would infallibly
have clear’d His Lordfhip’s
Bladder of the few remaming
Calculous Concretions, had
there {ubfifted a competent
Fund of Strength of Nature,
to have {upported him thro’
a Scene or two more of that
Tragedy, which, as you lay,
[ Page 1 1.] afterten Years' In-
termiflion, began to be re-

acted the preceding May.

From
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From the unparallel’d Ar-
tifice, with-which you tell the
Story, an unwary Reader
would be apt to conclude, that
the bloody Urine my Lord
{fo frequently made, after
Dr Furzn had vifited him, was
altogether occafioned by this
Lixivions Medicine.  For,
thro’” the whole Series of your
hopetul Journal, you do not
fo much as once remind us,
that this {hocking Symptom
had been almoft a conftant
Complaint, long before the
Earl of Orrorp entered on

this diffolving Method,
‘ But,
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But, it.is notorious, it was

not your Defign from the Be-

frmmng to be nicely {cmpu-

lous in pont of Honour in
conveying to the Publick the
State of this Cafe: nor to be
a downright Slave to that
Fairnefs and lmpartiality,
which effentially guide the
Pen of every faithful Hifto-

rian. - Hence you are not
content with an open and
barefaced Impeachmentof the
Judgmentof the DU&()*‘% but,
out of an Abundance of your
Good-will, maft into the Bar-
gain be infidiouily undermi-
ning a Remedy, which, from
repeated Trials of it’s pecu-

D liar
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liar Virtues, was, even before
the: Dotor’s additional Im-

ih provements, deem'd by the
[; Parliament of (Great Britain
worthy of National Encou-
ragement: who allotted no
lefs a Premium than five thou-
fand Pounds to the making it
publick for the Good of Man-
kind.

I fatter myfelf, you are fen-
ble by this time, that you
thot your Bolt a little too ha-

e |

tily.  You will, perhaps, in

re LB }‘__ :" .
vour future Producions of
fr_'-?‘-.:rh T-— :-""\. FE E '{-—‘

O1S K ind, be iomewhat more
“.1.-.#'":--1- s | 'i'\-i- '-‘--- Bl : - - |
CAUTIONS ana cCci Er..ifﬂg,['}{.ffﬂ. But,
- '1 I v
--..!

Ado B . e . AT i i
HGuUIa 'T."J\J? COntrai 1?1' f_{} S

s
; e we | G L i 1]?
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dectation, be incorrigible, not -
withftanding this fober Ad-
monition, and proceed In
your Attempts on the Repu-
tation of your Superiors, it
will behove you to take efpﬂ
cial Care, that your own Ar-
tillery'does not hap to recotl
upon you ; and, while you are
endeavouring to pluck Plumes
from the Capb of Others, you
own does not by fuchrey uﬁ.d

Policy become all of a fudden
entirely deftitute of a Feather.
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POSTSCRIPT.

T has been a great Pleafure to
me, fince the foregoing Re-
nmnitrame to ﬁnd ldm not

{ingle in this Humour of Chafti-
zing you for yourindifterent Treat-
ment of the chtf’mre. and blabbing
cut thole bll"”ﬂl’{'mltl*l’r Secrcts
which a Man of ordinary {’rudencc
and with half an Eye to his own
Interelts, would have etcnm lly bu-

ried in a Silence as profound as
Hell ; "and  have wrapp’d round
with ten thouland Fo]dﬁj more
complicated, if poflible, than thele
which ever enveloped even Egyp-
tzan Mylteries.

'Er is no Wonder, that you are
ettled, if not at W hat I have {a1d,
vet
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vet. however, at the Advice given

you by a threwd Gentleman, in a
late excellent Epiftolary Perfor-
mance: a Piece, in my Sentiments,
as poignant, tho’ at the {ame time
modelft, and as judicious, well-
connected; and dexterouily com-
pacted, as ever groan d beneath the
Prefs. The %uthar whereof 1s not
only, *ndlmuﬁblv a Hero, 1n re-
ﬂard 0{" Aretaus’s G res,{ but,
what is very furprizing, {Lcms
moreover, to be actually fuch an
abfolute Mafter of the Enzglifb Lan-
guage, tho’ a very difficult one, as
to be able at any time, from an
occafional Jumbling mﬂether of
the Elemental Atoms of 1r, to pro-
duce in a trice, (at lealt w1r]1 the
Help of {ome Few additional Par-
tlcleq from the Irifh Chaos)a World
of the moit noble and Rhetorical
Periods, that have difplay’d them- .
{clves
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felves fince the elevated Days of
Lacontc BUNY AN,

As 1 have a peculiar Relifh for
thofe little temporary Narratives,
which are ftill confequent to all
publick Days at that celebrated
Clhedrre in the Road to Padding-
ton; 1 felt infinite Delight in
turnmg over this Expoﬁulamrv
Epiftle: the mafterly Strain of
which (with great Submiflion I
utter it) LDI’TE‘(pD]]d‘: exactly to
that of thofe elegant Hlftc}rmal
Accounts of =" fhc Birth, Life,

“ Parentage, and Education * &-c. g
which confirmsme in an Opmmn
that this Lucubration is not the
firlt Efflay of this Medically-faty-
rical Perfonage: and, if 1 am rlchr
in my CDn cﬂ:ure WIH not, as
Eating is a good Thinh be the laft.
Which Confideration, inafmuch as
it

“ Vid, p. 16." of the Advice, &r.
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it muft keep you within the
Bounds of proper Decorum, to
{peak the Truth, perfectly charms
me.

Your Back, I fancy, {marting
{ufficiently already by the thick
Laying on of this heavy-handed
Antagonift, T have not {uch Fero-
city in my Nature, not I, as to
carry my Paflion to {o great an Ex-
travagance, as to enter on his Talk
of Lathing you unmercifully : ef-
pecially, as I am not without
Hopes, that, let whatever Clouded-
nefs of Underftanding (even a
Match for That of unletter’d
D ---cE) prevail ainong the Facul-
ty, it will be a never-to-be-forgot-
ten Maxim with you hereafter to
clap your Hand clofe, very clofe,
upon your Mouth ; as much as to
{ay, (more pathetically than were
you to harangue for an Hour to-
gether) MU M |

But,




o
|

(32)

But, to be {erious; That One of
{uch very groveling Faculties, as
{eem to be the miﬁerable f‘\l]ﬂtm ent
of this Author of Advice; & c.
fhould arrogantly ufurp the Pro-
vince of a Writer ; and, with no
more Conceit in him, than, as
Shake[peare fays, there is in a
Mallet, take upon him, without
any Prnvmfdl’lon to hedp together
a Parcel of old ferub Phrafes, and
then apply them, by way of Cha-
racter, to Thoie whoﬁe true, ge-

" nuine, Merit }:H long renderf:d

them the juft Obje& of great Ve-
neration ; an Inf uTr [ {ay, of this
Kind 1s per{e&n nd\n‘m‘ to Hu-
man Nature ; and a moni rous In-
ftance of the m ﬂﬁ {hameful Pro-
Ititution imaginable of (What, un-
der more 11’101”{1} or lefs hodge-
podge Direction, might 1"4*‘»”‘-IJEEH
made fubfervient to {fome little
Amulfe-
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Amufement at leaft, if not folid
Inftru@ion) Pen, Ink, and (juft-

ly fo ftiled, Fool's-cap) Paper.
You, Sir, no doubt, by your
late Tranfactions, had made your-
{elf a publick Mark for any Man,
either fkilful or unikilful at the
Bow, to fhoot at : whence you
are forced to put up with mine,
let them be never {o rough, or
any other Garetteer's Compli-
ments. But what has Sir Ed-
ward and thofe other worthy
Gentlemen done, that they muit
be drawn to the Stake in this un-
precedented Manner; and furi-
oufly baited, contrary to all the
Laws of the Garden, in the Dark:
and That in a paltry Pamphlet,
addre{s’d to you? The Author of
which, for any Connection there
is between the Title-page, and
Body of the blefled Work, would
E be
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be“nion-fnited in any Court, not
downright Grubfireet, in Chyi-
Stendom.

I lodge high, God knows, as
well as he does; have fpent a
Fortune as well as he has ; and
vet, I thank my Stars, am not
lo reprobate, as to abandon my
Bread-and-Cheefe Hours to la-
mentably low-lived Lampoons
and molt wretched, difmal, In:
- famy.

Were you One, who delighted
in Calumny, I fhould really
. Amagine you yourfelf had put this
Spark on this glorious Work ; and
had hired him underhand to fling
that Dirt without any Ceremony,
which you did not care to have
detected diftaining your own Fin-
gers.  But, to do you Juftice, I
believe you abhor {uch: oursa:
geous Proceedings, and therefore
am, &,




