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AN

Expoftulatory Addrefs

WFOHN RANLBY Efq;

P.iacipal SER JEANT SURGEON 10
His MajesTy, and . R.S.

Occafioned by his

TrEea T1sE on Gunfhot-Wounds,
AND HIS

NacraTIVE of the Earl of Orrorv’s

Laft Illnefs.
With REMaArKs on his Advifer, ¢re.

e

—

By a PHYSICIAN.

Quod autem [pectat ad Hiltoriam Mor-
borum, fi quis rem accuratius per-
pendat, facile videbit, [Cribentem ad
multo plura animum debere adver-
tere, quam vulgd exiftimatur.

Sydenham.

L O N“D ON:
Printed for M. CooPER, at the Globe in
‘Pater-Nofter- Row. 1745.
(Pricc Onc Shilling.)
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S Iam ever tender of the
Honour of out Ifland, and
under fome Apprehenfions

at prefent, that Foreigners will judge
of our Learning in general, from
the Abilities of thofe among us, who,
by their diftinguithed Stations, ought
to have the greateft Share ; I have
determined with myfelf, to examine
your late Performances in the moft
candid manner, and obferve how
far you feem to me, unequal to the
Task you have impofed upon your-
felt, in the different Capacities of
an Author and Surgeon ; that the
World may know the Opinion we
have of you at home.

This was not undertaken, ’ill af-
ter I had waited a good while, in
hopes that fome more able Pen would

A 2 perform
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perform this Duty to our Country
and Profeflion. - An Epiftle indeed,
to Yobn Ranby Efq; &ec. has been
publithed, “which T was at firft
tempted to believe, you yourfelf had
under-written, (like Bayes in the Re-
bearfal; to fet oft your Narrative :
but after perufing it with fome At-
tention, I made no fcruple to af-
cribe the whole to that extraordinary
Genius, whofe Differtation on Li-
thontriptic Medicines, is {o cordially
recommended in the one and twen-
tieth Page : tho’ I muft confefs the
Orthography feems a little too  {la-
vithly corre&, to be the Work of
that profound Author. You have
had an Advi/er too, whofe Sound-
nefs of Argument, Delicacy of Re-
proof, and Purity of Language, I
{hall have occafion to obferve in the
Sequel.

Let us begin then with the Dedi-
cation of your Treatife on Gunfhot
Wounds: an elevated Encomium !
but
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but the Subje& taught you to foar.
What pity is it, the Compliment
{hould be fo palpable! So much of
the fame Confiftence with Poins’s
Wit, according to Falffaff ; as thick
as Tewkesbury Muflard, 1 grant
however (it i1s very much in the
Strain of a Courtier ; and the Con-
clufion a Mafterpiece of polite Ob-
fequioulnefs; Zhat you will obtain
“the  full  Accomplifbment of your
Wifbes, if your Treatife [ball prove
agreeable to bis Majefty. So  that
if his Majefty likes your Perform-
ance, you do not fo much as wifh it
may be ufeful to the young Pra&i-
tioner : . Ingenuous Mr. Ranby! 1
believe you from the bottom of my
Soul.—But how f(hall we reconcile
this Declaration with that in Page 3.
where you affirm the Aim and Scope
you propofed to yourfelf in the follow-
ing Pages, was only 2o do that,
which every Man of Probity and Hu-

. aAnTEYy
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manity, would look upon as infepara=
ble from bis Duty, &c.

You need not fear that the Read-
er will impute your declining Quo-

tation, to your Arrogance and Self-

{fufhciency ;  becaufe there are Rea-
{fons much more obvious for your
Silence - on that Particular : tho' I
cannot . help thinking * your Plan
would  have been as beneficial to
Mankind, had you reduced the
whole of it to that fingle Sentence
in,which you recommend plentiful
Bleeding  very early in Gunfhot
Wounds, light eafy Dreflings, and
above all, a fignal Ufe of the Bark.
I fay, an Advertifement to this Ef=
fect, fubfcribed by Fobn Ranby Elg;
&c. would have conduced altoge-
ther as much, to the Improvement
of our Profeflion ; and I dare fay,

more to your Credit, than all you "

have wrote..  Nay, and perhaps have
as_eflectually anfwered that other
material Motive of ‘yours,—70 incite
others
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others of more confiderable Abilities,
20 give a detail of their correfd Sor-
timents, and Jucee[stul Pratics ;p
this  Point---and why not of their
unfuccefstul Prafice @ I that.of no
Coniequence to be known, for the
Improvement of Medicine ?

You fay, you canpps conceive ‘the
Neceffity of arming young Men wirh

o

that number of Inflraments, the Lift
of which you fet down in your Pre-
face: Surely, Sir, this s making very
free with the Surgeons in the Army,
as well as their Dire@ors - clfe, why
arming young Men 2 Ts any Surgeon
in the Service fo Joung, as to ufe In-
ftruments he has. ng Occafion for :
merely becaufe they are in his Pof.
fellion ? 1 As for an wnmercifully
long Forceps, 1 am as much  averfe
a5 _you are to thruf i the Loyd
knows where: but am far from think-
ing a long Forceps altogether unne-
ceflary. = That it may be mifchiey-
ous in the Hand of one who thrufls

it,
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it, he does not know where; 1am
ready toallow: and heartily applaud
your Caution in thefe Circumfitan-
ces. But why, in the name of Won-
der! would you exclude a long Probe
from theSurgeon’s Cheft 7 May not
a long Probe be ufed in a Wound
two Inches deep, as well as in one
that penetrates ten ? and have not
you often met with Cafes, where a
fhort one would be of no fervice ?
Methinks, Sir, the Care and Super-
intendancy of your intimate Ac-
quaintance, would have been a
greater Obligation, had they revifed
your Sheets before they went 2o the
Prefs, than it was, In corre&ting
them as they came from it.

. We come.now to the Body of
your Work, in which, I fhall pafs
over a great many of thofe original
Obfervations and Flowers of Expref-
fion fo peculiar to Mr. Ranby, and
confine myfelf to a few Inftances of

the moft egregious among them.
Had




