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1 e, 8 ERMIT me, in all
| i P poflible Humility, to

approach Your Royal
Prefence, not with a Panegy-
ric on Your Great Acdtions,
but with my Sentiments on
an interefting, tho’ lefs ex-

alted, Subjett.
7L ) I aMm




DEDICATION.

I AM often wont to call
to mind the Battle of DET-
TINGEN ; and the unwearied
Care taken by Your Ma-
JEsTY of the gallant Suf-
ferers m that fignal Engage-
ment : with whom You were
pleafed to fhare the Toil and
Dangers of That important
Day. 'The paternal Tender-
nefs, which flow’d from Your
oenerous Breaft on that Oc-
cafion, makes me flatter my-
felf, that a plain and eafy
Method of relieving Incidents,
which unavoidablyattend even

victo-
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DEDICATION.

vi¢torious Arms, will prove
no unacceptable Offering to
Your MajestY. To me
it was frequent Matter of fin-
gular Admiration to behold
a Great Prince defcend fo far
from his elevated Station, as
minutely and circumitantially
to inquire mnto the particular
State and Condition of every
Individual, affiitted either with
Sicknefs, or-Wounds, incurr’d
in his Service.

PArRDoN me, Sigr, if I
fay, the Bufinefs of the Hof-
pital became now fo confide-

rable
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rable an Objeeé&t of Your
Thoughts, that each fuccef-
five Morning brought a Re-
newal of YouR MAJESTY’s
Orders concerning it : which
had {o happy an Effect, that
all pofiible Eafe and Conve-
niency were thereby procured

to the Diftrefied.

SucH was Your Ma-
jEsTY’s Concern for Your
Troops, at a time when the
World might naturally have
expetted to fee Your whole
Solicitude confined to the Per-
fon of your own Illuftrious

Oft-




T

DEDICATION.
Offspring : who was attually

labouring under the painful
Fruits of a Courage, infepa-
rable from the high Blood,
from which He defcends. I
beg leave, S1Rr, on this Oc-
cafion to declare, that the
Truft, placed in me by Your
MajesTY, fl’ld my Mind
with a Pleafure, which was
never exceeded by any Thing,
but the Joy I afterwards felt

on his RoyarL HigHNESss's
Recovery.

SHoULD my Deﬁgn of
publifthing the following Trea-
v tife,




DEDICATION.

| tife, and the Duty herem ex-
. prefs’d, be agreeable to Your
4 MajesTY, I fhall obtamn the

full Accomplifhment of my
\ Wifhes : it being the greateft
! | Ambition, that can enter my
¥ Heart, to be allowed the Ho-
; nour to fubfcribe myfelf,

May it pleafe Your MajesTY,
Your Majesty’s moft Dutiful and

Moft Faithful Subject and Servant,

JounN RANBY.
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PREFACE

the Reader, that the Subftance

of the following little Piece was
penn’d in a Camp ; and communi-
cated, in an Epiftolary Correfpon-~
dence, to fome particular Friends,
before my Return to England. [
had then no Thoughts of ever ma-
king it publick : but as fome very
worthy Gentlemen, both in Phy-
fick and Surgery, (One in particu-
lar, who lately retired from a long
Courfe of Bufinefs) have frequently

IT may not be amifs to acquaint

a infinu-~
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infinuated the Ule it might be of to
the young Practitioner, I could not
help being influenced by their Sug-
geftions ; whieh mult always com-
mand from me the greateft Defe-
rence. . Accordingly I collected my
fcatter'd Papers; fell to modelling
the refpeGtive Materials ; and {oon
brought them into the Form, in
which they now appear. I have
declined drawing Quotations from
the feveral Authors, who have wrote
on this Subje& : not thro’ an ar<
rogant Self-Sufficiency, and a Pre-
fumption, that there is Nothing in
them worthy of being cited ; but
purely, as a Method of that na-

ture would carry me beyond the
3 p Bounds
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Bounds I had fix’'d to myfelf; and
at the fame time be of no great
Moment, ‘in regard to my prefent
Defign : which i, to réecommend
plentiful Bleeding very early in
thefe Gunfhot Wounds ; light, eafy,
Dreflings; and, above all, to intro-
duce the fignal Ufe of the Bark,

T uEesk are the Motives that in-
duce me to appear thus in Print,
to which may be added one not

lefs material : That, I mean, of in-
citing Others, of more confiderable
‘Abilities, to give a Detail of their
corret Sentiments, and faccefsful
Praétice, in this Point. As there
are Some amongit us, who have

a 2 made
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made feveral Campaigns, and kept,
no doubt, exa& Journals of their
Chirurgical Proceedings in that
Situation ; ‘tis a Juftice, in my
Opinion, which they owe to the
World, to exercife their fuperior
Talents, and leave recorded to Po-
fterity What will convey eminent
Benefit to Mankind,

As I have, in feveral Places of
this Effay, taken particular Notice

of certain Chirurgical Inftruments ;
I here lay before the Publick an
exa@ Lift of Thofe aflign'd to
every Surgeon, {erving in their re~
{pe@ive Capacities in the Army.
A
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A Screw-Saw with two Blades,

A Knife and Catlin.,

An Artery Forceps.

Two Cauteries.

Four Chiflels, fd?‘ge, and of a’{"fﬁ_
rent Figures.

A Trephine, with two Heads and
a Key.

A Perforatory.

A Lenticuwlar and Rafpatory.

A Cafe of crooked Needles.

A large, and fmall, Catheter.

Crooked Sciffors.

Two W halsbone Praée;,gﬁ‘;mm or four-

A Steel P_;.«gég! teen Inches long.

A Speculum Oris.

A Plaifter Knife,
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A Trocar.

Paces.

A Brufh for the Trephinc.

A Bar Inftrument with two Claws.

Bullet Forceps, twelve Inches long,
with four fharp Teeth.

Ditto, frait, without Teeth,

A Levatory.

A Screw Tournequet.

A Cafe of Pocket Inftruments,

A Cale of Lancets.

T u & Hofpitals are not only fur-
nith’d with thefe ; but, thro’ an
abundance of Care and Tendernefs
for the Patients, fupplied likewife
with feveral very curious additional

ones 3
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ones; viz. Tbree Pair of Serong
cutting Pincers, &c.

Now tho’ I am naturally averfe
to cenfuring any particular Perfon’s
Manner of treating Cafes in Sur-
gery 5 1 can’t avoid remarking this
one Thing in refpe® of the extra-
ordinary Implements, which make
a Part of the above Lift : namely,
I cannot conceive the Neceffity of
arming young Men with fuch a
Number of Inftruments; and par-
ticularly with fuch an unconfcion-
able, unmerciful, Length of Probe
and Forceps. However, I am the
eafier on this head, as I flatter my-

felf
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;- i felf they will feldom or never be
:.'s “!'i made Ufe of.
U f
| J e
4 h I canNoT put an End to this

Preface, without making my due
:} Acknowledgments to fome few of
| my moit intimate Acquaintance,
endued no lefs with the Social Vir-
i : tues, than diftinguifh’d in their
by Medical Capacity; to whofe Care
| and Superintendency in revifing
thefe Sheets, as they came from the
Prefs, I am greatly indebted.
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THE

METHOD

OF TREATING

GUNSHOT WOUNDS.

H E indifpenfible Obliga-
tion I was under to attend
the King laft Year to Ger-
many, naturally led me to revolve
in my Mind whatever Pradice I
had been converfant with in regard
to Gunfhot Wounds : and put me
on turning over the {everal Authers,
who had wrote on that Subje&.
From the Perufal of Thefe, and the
B Recol-




]

The Method of Treating

Recolle&ion of my own Experience
in the Affair, I fet out, as I thought,
not altogether unqualified, for the
Army : where I was neceflarily
fupplied with an Opportunity of be-
ing intimately acquainted with the
Nature of Gunfhot Wounds. The
Laurels, gain’d by the Troops that
Campaign, were not gather'd with-
out much Toil and Bloodfhed : and
had I been furnifh’d with as many
Hands, as the Poets record of Gyas,
they might all have been very well
employ’d in the Service. of the
Vounded.

Tue following Pages make not
their A ppearance in the World, thro’
any little Incentive to Vain-glory,
or impotent Defire of eredting a

2 Monu-




Gunsuor Wounbps., 3

Monument of Fame on fo minute
and difproportion'd a Bafis: The
Aim and Scope I propofe to my-
felf in it being only to do That,
which every Man of Probity, or Hu-
manity, would look upon as infepa-
rable from his Duty: namely, to
contribute all that lies in my Power
to the Eafe, Relief, and Safety of
my Fellow-Creatures ; efpecially of
thofe brave Men, who, prompted by
a native Virtue and Valour, are at
this Time glorioufly embark’d in
vindicating the Honour of their
Country, and the Liberties of Exu-
repe : and who, in that arduous
Struggle, muft, in the natural Courfe
of Things, fooner or later, be ex-
pofed to thofe Cafualties, which ’tis
the Defign of this little Effay to
remedy. Ba H

e —r—
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&  The Method of Treating

I suaLL purpolely avoid enter-
ing into any Hypothefes; nor fhall
I concern myfelf in canvafling the
Opinions, either of my Predecef
fors, or Contemporaries, in Surgery :
contenting myfelf with the bare Re-
cital of my own Practice. Which
Task I fhall take upon me to per-
form with all imaginable Candour,
Veracity, -and Integrity. So that
the young Pra&itioner (and I put
not Pen to Paper for the more
advanced in the Profeflion) will
find, in treating Gunfhot Wounds, a
plain and fucciné& Method sketch’d
out to him, that feems not only en-
tirely agreeable to Reafon, but is
confirm’d over and above by 1ncon-
teftable Experience, and evinced by

da LOI=



Gunsuor Wounnps 5

a conftant, uninterrupted, Series of
Succefs, where there was the leaft
Room to hope for it.

No Surgeon, who is tolerably
verfed in the Bufinefs of his Cali-
ing, can fail of entertaining a juft
and adequate Idea of the Nature of
Gunfhot Wounds ; and confequent-
ly can never be any ways at a Lofs
in regard of the Management of
them. And yet, either for want
of a due Attention to the Matter
in hand, or thro’a great Unwilling-
nefs to depart from a Path, which
their Chirurgical Forefathers gene-
rally trod in, they too frequently de-
cline exerting their own refpective
Faculties ; and acquiefce in a Me-
thod, which, thro’ a San&ion ac-

quired
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6  The Method of Treating

quired by Antiquity, ftands as fa-
cred and inviolable : how little foever
there may be of Reafon and Ex-
perience to ratify and {upport it.

T ue firft Intention, in regard of
Accidents, caufed by a Musket or
Piftol Ball; is, if poffible, to ex-
tract the Ball, or any other extra-
neous Body, that may be lodged in
the wounded Part. And whenever
thefe Cafualties are attended with a
oreat Effufion of Blood, from the
Rupture of fome confiderable A»-
zerial Veflel, it will be abfolutely
neceflary, with all imaginable Dif~
patch, to reftrain the Bleeding, by
taking up the Artery with the
Needle : and, at the fame time, to
be particularly careful, that your

Hold
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Hold prove no ways elufive. There
is no depending on any Applica-
tions, however {typtic, on thefe Oc-
cafions.

I~ order to get at the Ball, or
any other foreign Matter, that in-
fefts the Wound, I would advife
Probing, or Poking, to be ufed as
{paringly as poffible : having con-
ftantly experienced, thro’ the whole
Courfe of my Attendance in thefe
Cafes, that fuch a Condué is high-
ly detrimental to the Patient. And,
indeed, where Probing is neceffary,
I would always prefer the Finger, as
the beft and trueft Probe.

I'r a Ball, orany other foreign
Body, happens to be lodged near

the
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8 The Method of Treating

the Orifice, or is perceptible by the
Finger to liec under the Skin, tho’
at fome Diftance from the Mouth
of the Wound ; in.the firft Cafe
’tis requifite immediately to remove
fuch extraneous Matter : and, on
the other Occafion, to cut upon it,
and take it out. But, when it 1s
funk deep, and lies ablolutely be-
yond the Reach of the Finger, I
could never bring myfelf to thruft
thofe long Forceps the Lord knows
where, with {carce any Probability
of Succefs.

A crEeaT Number of Inftances
have occurrd to me, where Balls
have been quictly lodged in the
Body ; till, after many Years, they
have work’d themfelves a Paflage

towards
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towards the Surface, and were
confequently very eafily extract-
ed ; and feveral very lately, where
Balls have been left behind : three
particularly, wherein the ordinary
Surgeons were concernd. One
of the Wounded was a Foreigner
of very great Diftin&tion 5 ano-
ther a Commanding Officer, of fin~
gular Honour and Humanity, 1n
our own Army. The firft receiv-
ed a Shot in the Breaft from a
Musket ; the other was wounded
in the upper Part of the Thigh
with a Piftol Ball. The repeated
Attempts made in {fearching for the
Bullets gave to Both great Pain
and brought on, in the Former, a
Series of very untoward Symptoms.
But that Sort of Treatment being

C at
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at length defifted from, and the
Track of the Ball, which went under
the Pectoral Mucle, laid open about
three Inches, a Foundation was be-
gun for a Cure, which was {oon
after effectually completed. Various
were the Opinions of the foreign
Surgeons concerning this Matter,
Some  pretended to an infallible
Cure by Inje&ions : Others, by ap-
plying a certain Machine, and there-
by prefling the Part. = But the laft
Determination prefer'd the Knife to
all other Expedients whatever, Af
ter Bleeding twice in the Arm, the
Wound heal’'d : and the Ball re-
mains behind, without the leaf} dif-
agreeable Senfation, or any Incon-
venience in Nature : ag the Bul-
let did likewife in regard of the
other
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other Gentleman, whofe Sore regu-
larly heal'd; tho’ not without Bleed-
ing, and the Ule of the Bark.

Tug like Affair happen'd to a
Captain of Dragoons, a Perfon of
great Worth, who was fhot in the
upper Part of the Breaft with a
Musket Bullet, which lodged itfelf
under the Scapula. The unfuccefs-
ful Effay, in poking for the Ball,
produced a Fever. But, by giving
over Probing, and by reftraining
the feverifh Symptoms, the Wound
of courfe heal’d, and no more Is to

be heard of the Ball.

In cafe the Wound be occafion’d
by a Musket or Piftol Shot, and con-
{equently but {mall, it will be alto-
€ 2 gether
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gether neceffary to dilate it without
Delay. Yet, I think, in Wounds
near a Joint, or in very Membra-
nous or Tendinous Parts, the Knife,
as well as Forceps, fhould be put
under fome Reftraint; nor any more
Opening made, than what is ab-
folutely requifite for the free Dif-
charge of the Matter lodged within.
Wounds in the Joints are always
dangerous, let them proceed from
whatever Caufe, whether from a
Bullet, or any cutting Inftrument :
and Membranous or Tendinous
Parts muft, paft Difpute, fuffer from
their being thus expofed to the very
{enfible Impreffions of the Air.

I courp pmducc many Inftances
of Balls going thro’ Mufcular Tex-

tures,
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rures, and the Wounds being heal’d
with: very little Trouble. And Ihave
known Wounds of the Scull, from
a broad Sword, (where both Tables
have been cut through, and a con-
fiderable Piece loofen’d) having been
fuffer’d to bleed for {everal Hours,
to do well ; nor to be attended, or
at leaft very feldom, with any fe-
verifh Complaint,  Which I am apt
to attribute to the great Quantity
of Blood loft immediately after the
Parts had been injured.

A Coroner of Dragoons received
a Cut, from a broad Sword, on the
fore Part of the Head, upon the
Edge of the Hairy Scalp, about
four Inches in Length. This Wound
divided both Tables of the Scull, a

Plece
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Picce of which, of about an Inch
broad, and very near two Inches
long, was quite loofen’'d from the
main Bone. He had two or three
more Cuts on the Head, a Wound
on one Side of the Belly, made by a
Musket Ball, that went aflant the
lower Part of the Belly thro’ the
Abdominal Mufcles, and carried in
2 Piece of his Sath along with it;
and fome more Cuts and Stabs in
other Places of the Body.

Tuis young Gentleman, early
thus difplaying undoubted Proofs of
great Intrepidity, lay, under thefe
Wounds, without any Chirurgical
Help, till the next Day. He mult,
conﬁdcringtheNatureofhisWaunds,

and that he received the greateﬂ:
Share
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Share of them in the Heat of A&ion,
indifputably have loft a confidera-
ble Quantity of Blood. Neither the
leaft Attack of a Fever, nor the
Appearance of any bad Symptom,
was, from firft to laft, any Inter-
ruption to the Cure : in the Courfe
of which {everal Shivers of Bones
were, from time to time, difcharged
from the Wound in the Head.

A LizuTenanT of Horfe, pof-
{efs'd of manyengaging Qualities, reg
ceived a Cutin the Head, juft as his
Horfe, which was thot, was falling,
It had taken the Skin, Part of the
Temporal Mufcle, and a Portion of
the outer Table of the Scull, as big
as aCrown-piece, quite off. He had
befides two very large Wounds on

2 the
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16  The Method of Y?’E:z:z'ﬁg

the back Part'of the Head, which
laid the Bone bare. Thefe he re-
ceived, as he lay upon the Ground :
and was left on the Field of Battle
for many Hours. ~Yet he recoverd,
without any fupervening Accident,
in as {hort a Time, as the Nature of
the Cafe could pofhbly admit of.
The immediate Lofs of a great
Quantity of Blood, when the Hurt
is firft received, prevents, no doubt,
the Symptoms, that would other-
wile accrue, and paves the Way for
thefe favourable Iffues on {uch Oec-
cafions.®

Ir

A

# The' the two preceding Cales do noty firictly
fpeaking, belong to this Subject ; yet 1 have inferted
them, out of-a good Number @ in order to point out
the great Ufle of immediate Bleeding on fuch like

Accidents.
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Ir the Ball has gone quite thro’,
both Orifices are to be widen’d, (if
in a Part, where it can be done
with Safety) and particular Care is
to be taken to preferve both Open-
ings ; That efpecially, which is the
moft depending. No Tents are to
be made Ufe of, where there is any
Poflibility of avoiding them : and
I would in general recommend light,
ealy, Dreflings, with a {light, mo-
derate, Bandage, juft {uflicient to
keep them on thePart. Thin Flan~
nel is what I would prefer, in cafe it
can be got.

WaerEe the wounded Perfon has
not fuffer’d any great Lofs of Blood,,
it will be advifeable to open a Vein

D imme- .
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18 The Method of Treating

immediately, and take from the
Arm a good large Quantity : and
to repeat Bleeding, as Circumflances
may require, the fecond, and even
the third, Day. This timely Pre-
caution will prevent a good deal of
Pain and Inflaimmation, forward
the Digeftion, and contribute to-
wards obviating a long Train of
complicated Symptoms, that are
wont otherwife to interrupt the
Cure, miferably harrafs the poor
Patient, and too often endanger his
Life. The following Inftance, I
think, in fome meafure demonftrates
the Neceflity of Bleeding freely as
foon as poflible.

A vounc Gentleman, a Cornet

of Dragoons, was wounded by a
Musket
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Musket Bullet juft below the Knee,
on the infide. The Ball had made
"a great Laceration in the Skin, and
laid the Membranes bare about four
Inches in Length. I did not fce
him, till two Days after the Injury.
He was then very feverifh, quite
parch’d up with Thirft, and had a
full Pulfe, with a great Pain, Swel-
ling, and Inflammation all round the
Joint. I order’d immediate Bleed-
ing, a cooling Regimen, made
Ufe of a Fomentation, drefsd the
Wound with Digeftive warm’d, and
laid the Bread and Milk Pultice
over the Whole ; not omitting an
emollient Clyfter, and an Opiate.
The next Day his Pain rather in-
creafed : wherefore he was let Blood
a fecond, and after that, a third,

B2 Time,
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Time. Six Days were now elapfed,
when a Miliary Eruption {eized him,
with frequent Bleedings at the Nofe,
and a Diarrbeca, which lafted about
ten Days. Mean while, Matter
was form’d in {everal Places about
the Knee ; which, on being let
out, flow’d in prodigious Quantities.
The Fever declining, the Bark was
given him: but, as That, tho’
join'd with an Opiate, ran thro’
him, it was judged neceflary to lay
it afide. Notwithftanding he was
now very weak and low, it was
thought, in a Confultation, that the
only Chance, which remain’d of his
furviving, was the Cutting oft his
Leg. The Operation was accord-
ingly perform’d, but without Suc-
Upon examining the Knee
there

cels.




GunsHor WounDs. 21

there appear’d feveral Cells, full of
Matter communicating with the
Joint ; which had in many Places
eroded the Cartilages of both the
great Bones.

For the firft twelve Days it will
be proper to obferve a cooling Regi-
men, both in refpe@ of the Medi-
cines, that may be prelcribed, and
the Diet requifite for the Support of
Nature. And as, in Circumftances
of this Kind, 'tis neceffary the Body
fhould by all means be open ; a Stool
fhould be every Day procured ei-
ther by Emollient Clyfters, or fome

gentle Laxative taken in at the
Mouth.

WuaTever Application is of a
hot, {pirituous, Nature, I find re-

markabl}r
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22 The Method of ?T"mrff{g'

markably injurious on thefe Occa-
{ions; and what no wounded Part
can in any Degree bear. Let the
firlt Drefling be with Lint, dry, or
moiften’d with a little Qil, and a
very licht Bandage ; the next with
a Digeltive warm’'d, and over it the
Bread and Milk Pultice, mix'd with
a fufficient Quantity of Oil to keep
it moift : and, where there 1s great
Tenfion, and the Wound large, a
Fomentation. And this Courfe is
to be continued, till the Sore is
clean : and then it 1s to be heal'd
according to Art. This Method
will commonly promote a con-
ftant, ealy, Perfpiration, abate the
Pain, very much facilitate the Di-
geftion, and remove all Apprehen-

fions of any. appmachmg Inﬂa:m-'*
mation.
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mation. What induces me to
moiften the Lint with Oil, is the
Eafe, that is procured to a contufed
Wound from fuch an Application,
in comparifon of one of an abfor-
bent, drying, Difpofition : which,
inftead of giving free Liberty to
the fanious Blood to difcharge it-
felf, and confequently preventing
an Inflammation by unloading the
Part, would poflibly obftru@& the
Mouths of the Capillary Vefiels, and
hinder Nature from getting rid of
that Incumbrance, which ’tis ob-
fervable fhe very much affeds to
throw off.

SuouLp an Inflammation feize
any Part, thro’ the Lodgment of a
Bullet, or any other foreign Body,
that
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that could with Safety have been
more immediately extracted ; all
Attempts of diflodging fuch extra-
neous Matter thould be poftponed,
till the Swelling has in {ome/mea-
fure {ubfided, and the inflammatory
Difpofition of the Fibres is nearly
vanith’d: unlefs the Ball, or other
extraneous Body, lies at no great
Diftance from the Orifice; and there
is, on that Account, a Certainty of
removing this Incumbrance without
any material Trouble to the Patient.

Ir a Wound be of fuch a def-
perate Nature, as to require Am-
putation, (which is often the Cafe,
when it happens in any prin-
cipal Joint) it would certainly be

of Confequence, could the Opera-~
3 tion
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tion be perform’d on the Spot, even
in the Field of Battle : left by ad-
journing it an Inflammation, which
one may very reafonably exped,
fhould obftru& a Work, that ought
rarely to be enter'd upon during
the Continuance of {o calamitous a
Circumftance. The Negleéing this
critical Jun&ure of taking off a
Limb frequently reduces the Pa-
tient to {fo low a State, and {ubjets
the Blood and Juices to fuch an
Alteration, as muft unavoidably ren-
der the fubfequent Operation, if not
entirely unfuccefsful, at leaft exceed-
ingly dubious. And inWounds, even
where no Amputation 1s required,
'tis equally advifeable not to defer
the Care neceffary to be taken of
them : left, by the Parts being ex-

E pofed
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26 The Method of Treating

pofed to the Air, there might arife
a Series of very dangerous Symp-
toms.

I~ order to make That practi-
cable, which I here fo ftrenuoufly
advife, I could wifh to be indulged
in offering a Scheme, which might,
perhaps, be put in Execution ‘with
all the Facility imaginable. It 1s
This. When the Army is forming
for an Engagement, let the Sur-
geons, with their refpective Mates,
of the three or four Regiments, that
are pofted next each other, collect
themfelves into a Body, (the fame
Method being obferved throughout
the whole Line) and take their Sta-
tion in the Rear, according to the
Command of the General. Here let

the
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the Wounded be put under their
immediate Care and Management :
who by this means will be enabled
mutually to aflift each other, and to
perform their Duty with all pofii-
ble Exaétnefs, and Difpatch.

Now let any Perfon of common
Humanity refle® on the Confe-
quences naturally flowing from thig
Manner of treating the Wounded
on the Spot; and form a juft 1dea
of poor Creatures being actually
conveying, tho' with all con-
ceivable Tendernefs, from Place to
Place, under the extreme Mifery of
large, lacerated, Wounds, bleeding
Arteries, or fra&ured Limbs ; and
this abrupt, prepofterous, Removal

attended with the moft fatal Symp-
BE 2 toms,
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toms, of which there was not, per-
haps, at firft, the leaft Appearance,
or Apprehenfion : and I am apt to
think he will not hefitate one Mo~
ment in preferring this my Scheme
to that Scene of terrible Diftrefs,
which I look upon as one of the
moit moving, that can be prefented
to the human Eye.

Wounbs, that border on any
confiderable Artery, are very apt to
bleed afrefh upon Motion, or the
Return of a free Circulation of the
Blood into the Part, which was in-
terrupted at firft by the Violence of
the Injury offer'd it: and this is
almoft always the Cafe, when the
Slough begins to feparate. For
which Reafon, one fhould never

attempt
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attempt to remove it by Force ;
but wait with Patience, till there be
a perfect Separation of this Slough :
nor be in the leaft wife fhock’d at
the Accident of Arteries thus open-
ing themfelves, which a very mode-
rate Experience will convince one
to be almoft inevitable. The Pa~
tient frequently gives Warning of
what is coming upon him, by com-
plaining of great Weight and Ful-
nefs in the Limb, which are ever
accompanied with more or lefs Pul-
fation in it : an infallible Prognof-
tic of the Confequences. Let the
Wound affli& whatfoever Part, if
thefe Complaints attend it, I in-
ftantly injoin Bleeding, and the Bark.

I Have
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I uave known feveral Inftances
of Perfons lofing their Lives from
the ftarting of an Artery, before
the Surgeon could reach them ;
particularly, where there has pre-
ceded an Amputation. And I dare
affirm, the Quantity of Blood loft,
efpecially in the Cafe laft men-
tion'd, has not amounted to twelve
Ounces : which I don’t know how
to account for otherwife, than by
the Drain which had been made

from the Mafs of Blood both be-

fore, and during the Operation.
Whence a fudden Gufh, tho' of fo
moderate a Portion of Blood, af-
ter the great Quantity already loft,
gives a Check to the Circulation,
and caufes immediate Death. This

Refle@tion, I think, ought to be a
Leflon
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Leffon of Inftruéion to every Prac-
titioner to be particularly intent on
the faithful Difcharge of his Duty
in regard of tying the Veflels.

R ereaTeD Bleedings in the Be-
ginning draw after them many Ad-
vantages. They generally prevent,
and always leffen, any feverifh Af-
faults, and feldom fail to obviate
Impoftumations.  The Body muft
ever be kept in a laxative State:
and, when Pain puts it on the Rack,
immediate Recour{e muft be had to
the fovereign, and almoft divine,
Powers of Opium.

T ur Method, Ihave preferibed
to my{elf in penning this {mall Trea-

tife, leads me in this Place to {peak .
of
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of the Bark : a Medicine, which no
Human Eloquence can deck with
Panegyric, proportionable to its Vir-
tues. Of fuch incomparable Bene-
fit it is to Mankind !

I nave for a long time indulged
mylelf in the frequent Ufe of this
noble Drug, in refpe& of large
Sores of everyKind : and have of-
ten experienced, that, in thofe pain-
ful Circumftances, it would procure
Reft, if given in large Dofes, when
even Opium had been taken with-
out any manner of Effe&.

Tuo I am aware, that a very
ingenious Surgeon recommends the
Bark * againft Hazmorrhages in ex- |

ternal

* See Phil, Tranfali. N°, 426,
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ternal Wounds in general ; yet the
preferibing it in Gunfhot Wounds
in the Manner I introduced it laft
Campaign, 1s a Practice, as I con-’
ceive, no where left us on Record.
And This I did with extraordinary
Succefs : of which I thall give fome
few of the many Examples, that
have occurr'd to me in Pradice.

In all large Wounds, efpecially
thofe made by a Cannon Ball, there
is conftantly a great Laceration of
the Membranes, and Parts endued
with an exquifite Senfation. And
Thefe are ever attended with an
excruciating Pain, and a Difcharge
of a gleety Matter ; which, if not
reftrain’d, proves often of the laft
Conlequence. In this unhappy State,

o the
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the Bark (given inDofes of a Drachm
each, and repeated every three
Hours ; or oftener, if the Stomach
will bear it) with furprizing Effica-
cy repairs the Breach made in the
Conftitution by this terrible Ha-
vock.  Elixir of Vitriol, taken
three times a Day, in a Glafs of
Water, I find to be of fingular
Benefit ; and to prove a very good
Afliftant to the Virtues of the Bark.
And, if the Body be coftive, to
cach Dofe of the Bark I add four
or five Grains of Rbubarb, till that
Inconveniency is remedied. Should
the Bark run off by more than four
or five fucceflive Stools, I take care
to check this Effe& of it by order-
ing two or three Drops of Lauda-
num, or two Spoonfuls of the Di-

afcordium
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afcordium Mixture along with it
every time it is given.

Wacre the Sore difcharges a
confiderable ' Quantity of gleety
Matter, is flabby, looks pale and
glofly, (which Appearances are ever
confequent to a Lofs of Subftance)
the Bark continually relieves the
Pain, that is predominant in this
Cafe, thickens the Matter, lefiens
its Quantity, and quite changes the
Complexion of the Wound. And,
tho’ the Patient has a dry Tongue,
great Heat, a quick, low, Pulfe,
and a Head hardly clear; yet, even
in this Situation, I have known it
to do Miracles. Nor (I freely own,
when the Neceflity for it is evi-
dent from Symptoms) have I, in

F 2 ad-
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adminiftring it, the leaft Attention
to the Quicknefs of the Pulfe. And
in Wounds, where, upon every Dref-
{ing, the Arteries have ftarted, and,
ot courle, fubjeéted the Patient to
no little Hazard, I have frequently
remark’d the Bark to procure the
moft unaccountably good Effe@s.

HowevEer, I would not be un=
derftood to infinuate, that the Bark
will ftop the Bleeding of any con-
{iderable Artery. Neverthelefs, tho'
this efhcacious Property is not to be
expected from it, the vitiated Tex-
ture and State of the Blood (which,
from too great a Degree of Fluidity,
forces thus its Way thro’ the Arterial
Paffages) will be alter’d more effec-
tually from the Exhibition of it

3 than
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than from any Thing I know in
the whole Materia Medica. From
whence, I think, is plainiy pointed
out to us the Bafis, we are to ere&
our future Superﬁru&ure upon. The
Bark, on thefe Occafions, I con-
ftantly advife, together with Opiates,
more or lefs, in Proportion to the
Urgency of the fupervening Symp-
toms.

In order to exemplify the Me-
thod laid down in the preceding
Pages, 1 fhall begin by giving a De-
tail of a very extraordinary Cafe,
that centerd in the Perfon of a
young Prince, no lefs diftinguifh’d
for his Martial Prowefs, than high
Birth.  This illuftrious Perfonage
received a Wound from a Grape-

thot
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{hot difcharged from a Cannon,
which went quite thro’' the Ca.f of
his Leg. It enter’d on the Outfide;
clofe to the Fibula 3 a little above
where the Ga/frocnemius Mulcle be-
gins to grow Tendinous. Part of
which, together with the common
Membrane, that invefts all the
Mufcles of the Leg, appear'd jagged
at the Mouth of the Wound : which
was fo exceedingly wide, that I
believe its Orifice might have very
well admitted a large Hen-Egg.
The Shot made its Exit clofe by
the Tibia : nor were the Dimenf{ions
of this Orifice a jot lefs confidera-
ble, than what I have been re-
citing of the other. It had drove
the Extremities of fome of the

Mufcles,- which it had tore afunder
n
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in its Paflage, quite out of the
Wound : which, as no effential Ar-
tery was burft, bled rather more,
than what is ufual for this Sort of
Wounds to do at firft ; efpecially,
as I had not omitted the neceffary
Precaution of taking away from the
Arm, 'in the Field of A&ion, very
little lefs than twenty Ounces of
Blood. I applied a very eafy, light,
Drefling ; and juft {fupplied Ban-
dage enough to keep it on the Part.
That Night was not pals’d without
much Inquietude. Next Morning
Things were fo circumftanced, that
there was an unavoidable Neceflity
for removing him a confiderable
Diftance from that Situation. Ac-
cordingly, he was convey’d in a
Caach, under great Uneafinefs (tho"

through
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through no Fault of the Vehicle}
about fifteen Englifh Miles to Quar-
ters : which, tho fufficiently re-
mote from - any hoftile Alarms,
were, neverthelefs, but very indif-
ferently accommodated ; and, con-
fequently, in no Degree fuitable
cither to his high Quality, or the
Circumftances his early Valour had
laid him under. Some few Hours
after the Fatigue of the - Journey,
I repeated the Bleeding, and gave
Dire&ions for an emollient Clyfter :
ordering at the fame time fome
Gafcoign’s Powder to be taken every
four Hours, with a proportionable
Addition of Nitre. = The Nature
of the Wound confiderd, the Quiet
he enjoy’d that Night far exceed-
ed my Expectations. The next

Evening,
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Evening, notwithftanding, I bled
him for the third Time, and re-
peated the Clyfter. To the Sores
I applied warm Digeftive, and
wrapp d the whole Limb in a Bread
and Milk Pultice, in which was juft
Oil enough to prevent its growing
dry. A bloody Ichor, which is a
conftant Forerunner of Matter, and
ever, in the Beginning, carries with
it a good Prognoftic, made now
a plentiful Difcharge.  The Swel-
ling was not very great, and the
Inflammation but little. Care was
taken to keep the Body open, and
the Courfe of the cooling Powders
continued to the fifth Day. He
had now fome Complaints of 2
little Heat : but, as thofe were very

tranfient, and he afterwards tolera-
G bly
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bly eafy, they were not much at-
tended to. I think this Day, the
King’s Phyfician, Dr. Werlbof,
made him the firft Vifait. It was
judged proper to keep in the Road
of the cooling Regimen prefcribed,
both as to his Medicines, and Diet.
The Wound now began to make a
good, and regular, Difcharge of
Matter : * no ways exceeding in
Quantity what is expected from
Sores of that Nature. There was
no Abfcefs, no Lodgment of Mat-
ter, nor any extraneous Body, from
the Beginning to the End, to ob-
firu&¢ our Endeavours ; tho’ the
Swelling was rather fomewhat in-
creafed, as was likewife the Dif-
charge, on the eighth Day. To-
wards Noon he complain’d of be-

2 ing
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ing chilly ; and was foon after
attack’'d with a {evere Shivering :
which continued harafling him for
the Space of four or five Hours.
Then fucceeded a Heat, which did
not in the leaft abate the greateft
Part of the Night. Towards the
Return of Morning he began to fall
inte a Sweat, that {foon became
profufe. We attended very early,
and agreed to give him better than
a Drachm of the Bark in a Dofe
every two Hours. But, as This
gave him feveral Stools in a fhort
Time, we added to every Dofe
three Drops of Laudanum, till that
Effe&t of it was prevented. I muft
remark, that the Sweat had been
on him, -when the Bark was firft

prefcribed, about three Hours.
Ry L When
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When the Sweat, which continued
about twelve Hours, was entirely
off, he took Elixir of Fitriol twice
or thrice aDay. From this Period,
there: was an Abatement both of
the Swelling, and of the Difcharge:
nor had we the leaft Return of
any feverith Appearances. On the
twelfth Day a Slough came away
in one intire Piece, without either
Force or Pain, near the whole
Length of the Zendo Achillis. The
Bark we thought proper to continue
for fome Time. The Wound, in-
deed, heal'd but flowly : which I
conceive to be altogether owing to
his being conftantly on his Legs, and
{carce ever without his Boots on.
There is no great matter of Stiff-
nefs now remaining in the Limb ;

cven
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even not fo much as one would na-
turally fuppofe muft be neceffarily
confequent to a Wound among a
Clufter of Mufcles; where the Fi-
bres, that ought to be loofe and
free, are too much confined and
reftrain’d by the Means unavoidably
made Ufe of to effeé the Cure,

I Have been a little more cir-
cumftantial in my Relation of this
Cafe, than, perhaps, was abfolutely
requifite,  But, as the Behaviour of
my Princely Patient on that Day
was carried to the higheft Pitch of
Heroifm ; all the World, animated
with any Degree of Virtue, or Ho-
nour, were attentive to the Event,
and became deeply interefted in
his Recovery : an Event, which I

elteem
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efteem the happieft of my Life.
And the more {o, as a Confidence,
even to an Excefs, was repoled
on the little Abilities I am Mafter
of : which, indeed, were employ’d
with unwearied Diligence, not only
through a Motive of Duty, but of
Inclination, arifing from an inviola-~
ble Attachment to his great, and
engaging, Qualities.— I muit ob-
ferve, that the Succefs I met with
in the foregoing Cafe was, no doubt,
to be attributed to the plentiful
Bleeding in the Beginning, and the
free Ufe of the Bark. But, to pro-
ceed in my Narrative.

A GeneraL Officer in our own
Army (whofe fingular good Pro-
perties in domeftic Life are not lefs

con-
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conipicuous, than his great Talents
in Military Affairs) received a Shot
from a Musket, that went obliquely
quite thro' the Os Caleis. The
Orifice, where the Ball enter’d, had
been dilated before I faw him,
which was not till the third Day
from the Accident. I obferved the
Part, which is very Membranous,
to be terribly lacerated, the lacera-
ted Membranes to hang out at both
Orifices, and the Bone itfelf thiverd.
The whole Foot, on which he ftood
for two entire Hours after the
Shot had pierced it, was much
{wollen, tho’ without any great De-
gree of Inflammation, or Pain. 1
took from the Wound feveral fmalt
Pieces of Bone, applied warm Di-
geftive, and laid the Bread and

Milk
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Milk Pultice over the Whole 5 did

not omit Bleeding, and injoin'd the
cooling Regimen : which Method
was purfued for two or three Days 3
when the Difcharge, Inflammation,
and Pain increafed, with a quick
Pulfe, and a general Uncafinefs.
Thefe Appearances determined me
to repeat the Bleeding, and to ad-
minifter the Bark : the Benefits
from which were {oon very evident,
by an Abatement of the Heat, and
a Leflening of the Difcharge. A
very inconfiderable Portion of Mat-
ter now ouzed from the more de-
pending Orifice. It almott all came
out of the upper Mouth of the
Wound. There was Nothing I {o
much wifh’d the Accomplifhment
of, as to have thefe two Orifices

laid
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laid into one. But as the Ball, the
whole Length of its Paffage, had
form'd a Bony Arch, of no {mall
Thicknefs, and the Texture of the
Part befides was very Membranous ;
I defifted from the Attempt for the
prefent : contenting mylelf with
the Hopes, that the Matter would
very foon find its Way to the lower
Orifice. Things thus circumf{tanced,
I put a Sindon thro’ the Wound,
of a very fine Piece of Holland
Cloth, moiften’d in Digeftive, which
with great Eafe I changed every
Drefling : and perfifted in this Me-
thod for feven or eight Days, till the
Matter, not much in Quantity, was
determined to the Opening below.
When This was effeted, 1 laid the
Sindon afide. The Cure hencefor-

H ward
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ward was no ways retarded by any
Manner of Lodgment ; which, in-
deed, before was very inconfiderable.
Numberlefs {mall Shivers of Bone
were conftantly brought out with
the Sindon ; which, at the {ame
Time, put the Matter on making its
Exit along with it at the inferior
Orifice. Not long after, I difcon-
tinued the Application of the Pul-
tice, and defifted from the Ufe of
the Bark : but, Pain increafing, I
found myfelf under a Neceflity of
recurring to Both again ; which I
did on the next Drefling, and con-
fequently that Evening. For I
never fail'd, particularly as it was
very hot and fultry, to drefs Wounds
of this Sort twice a Day. Upon
our Decampment from this Place,

e
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my Attendance on this Gentleman
was of courfe interrupted for four
or five Days : after which Time
he follow’d the Army by Water.
The Fatigue, he underwent by this
Removal, brought on a flight In-
flammation, augmented thL Pain,
and increafed thr;, Difcharge of Mat-
ter. 1 then determined with my
felf, as foon as thefe Symptoms
fhould ceafe, and the prefent Ruffic
be a little over, to lay both Orifices
into one. This accordingly I did,
ftill continuing the Ufe both h of the
Bark, and Pultice. Every Thing
appeard now with a good Afpeét.
But, as the Seafon of the Year be-
gan to advance, and there was no
Poflibility of his accompanying the
Army with any tolerable Conveni.

H 2 €NCY,
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ency, or without prejudicing his
Health, I advifed him to repair to
England : which Counfel, tho’ not
without fome Reluctance, he fhortly
after put in Execution. 1 had, in-
deed, before that, exhorted him to
the fame Purpofe, being convinced
this Misfortune would infallibly
prove a Cafe of a tedious Nature.
He has been in England now {eve-
ral Months ; and, tho the Wound
is not, as yet, entirely heal’d, there
is neverthelefs all the Appearance
in the World, that it will be fo.
He went on in the Courfe of the
Bark till his Arrival in London, and
for fome Months after : nor did he
ever return to the Ufe of it, when
it had been at any time intermitted,

without
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without finding himfelf relieved by
its fingular Virtues.

T u e next Inftance I fhall bring,
of the great Efficacy of the Bark,
will be That of a Major of Horfe,
whofe Foot was fhot off by a
Cannon Ball, except juft where it
hung, fufpended only by a Piece
of Skin. The firft Surgeon he
met with cut that Skin afunder,
and applied his Dreflings : but,
upon Motion, and the Return of
a free Circulation, the Limb bled
a-freth., The Surgeon of the
Troop, in attending him, pro-
pofed taking off the remaining
Part of the Leg ; which Advice
was immediately complied with.
But, I don’t know by what Means,

2 a large
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a large Portion of the Mulfclesy
robb’d of the Skin, was left na-
ked ; which, on the leaft Motion
imaginable, or accidental Touch,
even of the {fofteft Subftance, cauf-
ed a moft exquifite Pain. And,
if I remember right, the great Ar-
tery was the only Vefiel, that was
regularly tied. Round the raw
Stump was roll'd a Fillet more
than ordinarily tight. Such was
the Method of Drefling made Ufe
of on that Occafion. This brave,
tho’ unfortunate, Officer, lay the
reft of the Day, and all the {ubfe-
quent Night, in a Waggon, which
had fcarce any Covering, miferably
expofed to the Inclemency of the
Rain, that pour’d from the Hea-
vens in continual Floods., - The

next
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next Day, after Dinner, he applied
for my Affiftance. On my attend-
ing him, he complain’d of great
Pain in the Stump, and a Pulfation
in it, that was utterly intolerable.
I immediately {et about Opening
it, removed that circular Band,
which, from its Tightnefs, had ren-
der’d thofe naked Mufcles very full
and turgid, and brought on a con-
fiderable Swelling above the Knee.
Upon removing this Band, the
Blood rufh’d out from feveral Ar-
teries, and particularly from ‘one
that was very important.. When,
after a great deal of Anguifh to the
Patient, and no {mall Trouble and
Perplexity to myfelf, I had fortu-
nately tied the Veflels, I applied a
very light and foft Dreffing ; and

over
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over all a Flannel Cap, (which I

would ever recommend) with no
more Rolling, than what juft affift-
ed in keeping on the Drefling.
I dire&ed befides a Courfe of 7effa-
ceous Powders with fome Nitre, and
order'd fome Drops of Laudanum
to be taken occafionally, as the
Neceflity might offer itfelf of pro-
curing Sleep. In fpite of all my
Circumipe&ion and Management,
no Reft that Night, nor the fuc-
ceeding Day and Night, afforded
him any Relief. His Pulfe was very
quick and low, his Tongue dry,
and he was fomewhat inclined to
a Delirium : the Stump dilcovering
a great Tendency to bleed. This
was his Situation, when I gave him
the Bark : every Dofe almoft of

which,
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which, as his Body was apt to be
coftive, I accompanied with a few
Grains of Rbubarb. He alfo took
thrice a Day twenty Drops ot Elixir
of Vitriol in a Glafs of Water. This
Regulation he was under both be-
fore, and fome Months after, his
Return to England. He is poi-
feffed at prefent of a tolerably good
Share of Health : but, thro the
Shortnefs and Tendernefs of the
Stump, and its being very much
fubjected to crack, he but feldom,
as yet, can enjoy the Ule of his
Wooden Leg. I can venture to
affirm, that he took at leaft five
Pounds of the Bark. The little

Omiflions hinted at in the above
Relation might probably be owing
I to
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¢ the almoft continual Alarms from

H J{/ﬂff’ﬁ, during the OPEl‘ﬂtiOIL

T 1115 leads me to mention What

I have often remark’d to be the
Cafe in amputated Limbs, efpecial-
ly in the Leg and Thigh : where
the Habit of Body has been pre-
vioufly bad, or elfe made {o, by
deferring the Cperation. And it 1s
YEry COmmon, in Scorbutic Confti-
tutions, for a Sore, the firft eight or
ten Days after taking off the Limb,
to pmmiﬁ: all imaginable Succefs:
from which time it frequently be-
gins to gleet prodigioudly, looks
pale, gloffy, and flabby ; and, this
Gleeting, if not check’d, in a little
while runs the Patient out of the
World. In Exigencies of this Kind
I the
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the Bark hardly ever fails to pro-
cure Relief ; and works an appa-
rent Change n a very {hort Space of
Time : {fometimes in tweive Hours.
This I can atteft for abfolute Truth,
in regard of a very worthy Gen-
tleman about fifty Miles from Loz~
don, who broke his Leg by a Fall
from his Horfe. I took it off the
fecond Day from the Accident, and,
after the firft Drefling, refign’d him
to the Care of his neighbouring
Surgeons : not 1n the leaft after-
wards fufpecting, but that every
Thing was fucceeding agreeably to
our Withes. But the Scene was
quite reverfed. For, about fixteen
Days after, 1 received a Letter
from the Gentlemen, who had the

Management of him, intimating,
| - that
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that a fmall Artery near the Skin
bled very freely, on their removing
the Dreflings. In Anfwer, I ad-
vifed a Vein to be open’d in the
Arm, and the Bark to be taken in-
ftantly. But, as the Symptom of
the Arterial Opening ceafed, and
the Patient was without any Sign
of a Fever, the Advice of feeking
Refource, from the Bark was poft-
boned. The feven and twentieth
Day, another Surgeon, Eminent in
the Profeflion, and myfelf were
hurried out o Town to his Aftift-
ance. On our Arrival, we found
him very much emaciated, a great
Gleet inceflantly ouzing from the
Stump : which, on the Removal of
the Dreflings, bled from every Pore,
hke Water prefs'd from a Spunge;

We
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We immediately gave him the
Bark, and repeated #it every two
Hours. The next Morning, the
Difcharge was confiderably leflen’d,
nor did there appear the lealt Foot-
fteps of Bleeding, If he acciden-
tally at any Time neglected taking
it, only for a Day, or even leflen’d
the Dofes, the Wound inevitably
pointed out the Omiflion by the
Alteration of its Complexion. He
perfifted in the Method of taking
the Bark every two or three Hours,
till he came to Town: when it was
thought proper to give him a larger
Refpite. He now enjoys a perfeét
State of Health, and has done {o,
ever fince the Stump was heal'd.
But, e’er This was accomplifh’d,
he took near nine Pounds of the

Bﬁrk- IN
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I~ the Cafe, T fhall next re-
count, the Reader will very read:-
ly perceive the Inconveniencies and
Obftructions of Cure, that {fucceed-
ed a ftrong Antipathy to the Bark.

A Carram of a Troop of Horle,
a Gentleman defervedly efteem’d,
happening to be fo far advanced,
that all Poffibility of avoiding to
engage with the Enemy was en-
tirely cut off, fought his Way fingly
thro’ many Squadrons of French.
In his Retreat from this defperate
Confli&, a Piftol Ball took him in
the Back, enter’d juft by the lower
Edge of the Scapula, (a {mall Por-
tion of which it broke off) and

made its Exit juft below the fhort
Ribs




Gunsuor Wounps. 63

Ribs on the oppofite Side. I have
often wonder'd, how the Bullet
could pafs over the Pertebre of the
Back without hurting them : which,
in the Subje before us, it indifpu-
tably did. Bleeding and the cooling
Regimen were prefcribed him : nor
was there wanting a proper Dilata-
tion of the Wound. Every Thing
was now in fo good a Pofture, that
he walk’d abroad {everal times :
tho’, I muft confefs, not altogether
with my Confent. One of the
Orifices heal’d in a fhort Space of
Time : and fo, indeed, feem’d the
other difpofed to do, had the Clo-
fing of it been judged confiftent
with the Patient’s Safety.  But,
fome very indifferent Symptoms
arifing, it was advifable by all
Imeans
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64 The Method of Treating

means to keep it open. For on the
twelfth Day, he grew very feverifh,
and {pit a little Blood : which de-
termined me to bleed him freely,
and to continue the cooling Courfe
of Medicines ; to which I would
willingly have join’d the Bark : but
he abfolutely refufed to liften to
that Propofal. The next Day, I
found him not at all better; fo
repeated the Bleeding, That Even-
ing, notwithftanding, he difcharged
a great Quantity of Blood, both
from his Stomach, and Lungs:
whereupon 1 open'd a Vein for the
third time. He {till continued to
turn a deaf Ear to all I could
fay in Recommendation of the
Bark. However, at length, he was
induced to take fome Extract of

it 3
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it ; which immediately wrought
an apparent Amendment in him:
But his Averfion to this Drug was
of fuch an obftinate Nature, that
he {foon defifted from the Ufe of it;
even in thisForm. The Vefiels per-
fifting to open themfelves, and the
Blood frequently to ruth out; I was
forced to recur {o often to the Ex-
pedient of the Lancet, that I really
grew weary of keeping an Account
of my Operations on thole emer-
gent Occafions. 'Thefe Evacuations
neceflarily reduced him to a very
low Ebb : and yet his Antipathy
to the Bark remain’d in him as in-
veterate as ever. ~IT'was from the
Confideration of thefe Incidents,
that 1 was refolved to keep the
Wound open ; which was not ef-

K fe&ted
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66 The Method of Treating

fected without fome Difficulty. In
this uncertain State I was obliged to
leave him : but, as the Bleeding
often return’d, there was as often
a Neceflity of taking away Blood.
About a Month after, he came to
me at Mentz, in fuch a debilitated
Condition, that I could {carce ever
hope to fee him more. From thence
he immediately fet forward for Eng-
land ; where, on his Arrival, he
put himfelf under the Care of a
Phyfician, and Surgeon, (Both emi-
nently diftinguifh’d in their refpec-
tive Profeflions} who were altoge-
ther at a Lofs how to account for
the extraordinary Circumftances of
his Cafe. However, the Symptoms
frequently returning, the Lancet

was



GunxsHoT WounDps, 67

was as often made Ufe of. At
length he was prevaild upon to
take the Bark, with Opiates: which
abated the Bleeding, tho' they did
not entirely prevent it. As his
Phyfician had obferved, notwith-
ftanding the Blood taken from the
Arm, that the Veflels for the moft
part made a freer Difcharge than
before that Operation ; and, confe-
quently, that he was under a Ne-
ceflity of making farther Evacua-
tions by Bleeding, he was deter-
mined to open a Vein in the Foot:
which, upon repeating, and ac-
companying the Bark with the
Rspal Styptic, thofe Symptoms in a
moderate Space of Time entirely
left him. It is very juft I fhould,
on this Occafion, communicate to
| K 2 the
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the Reader a Remark, which the
famePhyfician, in his extenfive Prac-
tice, has frequently made in refpe&
of Hemorrhages iffuing either from
the Nofe or Lungs : viz. that Bleed-
ing in the Foot has proved of great
Efficacy towards ftopping thofe Dif-
charges, when taking Blood from
the Arm has not in the leaft afford-
ed any manner of Check to them.
But to return. From that time the
Patient began to get the better of
his Diforders : and at prefent, tho’
far from being re-eftablifh’d in his
former Health and Strength, yet,
he enjoys a greater Portion of Both,
than I once could imagine would
have ever come to his Share. Thefe
Gentlemen attempted, as I had
done, to keep the Wound run-

ning ;
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ning ; but That, they perceived,
was attended with no little Difficul-
ty : and, therefore, they laid afide
all Thoughts of firiving to accom-
plith that Expedient, and left the
Sore thenceforward at full Liberty
to heal.

It has ever feem’d very myfle-
rious to me, from what Caufe this
Series of {urprizing Symptoms could
{pring. = Had there been but one
Orifice, ’twould then have been
evident, that they would have
been owing to the Ball’s remaining
in the Body. Indeed, as Piftols
are generally charged with a Brace
of Balls, ’tis poflible, they might
have .both enter'd at the fame
Orifice ; one finding its Way out

I again,
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again, the other lodging in the
Cavity of the Breaft : tho’ This,
I think, is highly improbable.

Ix the following Cafe, it will
be fubmitted to the Reader to
draw from it what Conclufions he
pleafes, in relpect of the Ufe of
the Bark. An Aufirian Ofhcer,
who had his Hand miferably {hat-
ter’d by a Cannon-Ball,  was, by
fome Accident, left in a Wood near
the Field of Battle, deftitute of any
Manner of Help, from Zbur/day
(the Day of Adion) till the Sunday
following ; when he was brought
to Hanax. 'The next Morning, 1
was carried to fee him, and to
aflift in taking off his Arm. On
viewing it, I found it mortified al-
moft
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moft to the Elbow, with a great
Swelling and Inflammation quite
up to the Shoulder. As it was by
no means advifable to attempt an
Amputation in fuch Circumftances,
I propofed giving him the Bark :
which, being no ways objeéted to,
he enter’d upon immediately. The
next Day, he was rather better :
but, on the third, was evidently
fo. The Inflammation was lefs,
the Swelling began to fubfide, and
the Edges of the Mortification were
feparating. This Succefs, from the
Bark, was Matter of great Surprize
to the Surgeons, who attended
him : the Practice of adminiftring
it on thefe Occafions being altoge-
ther new to them, and unpre-
cedented. As' to the Phyfician,

he
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he was not unapprized of its Ufe
in Mortifications. The Arm was
fomented and wrapp’d up in the
QOatmeal and Stale-Beer Pultice
with Theriaca : and the dreadful
Symptoms, that forbad the Opera-
tion, were now fo much abated,
that his Surgeons did not at all
hefitate to take it off. But This
was done to very little Purpofe ;
for three or four Days after the
Amputation (his Jaw being fix’d by
a Convulfive Attack, and his Coun-
tenance greatly diftorted) he ex-
pired.

I HavE feen two more Inftances
of Perfons being {eized with this
Sort of Convulfion, who both died.
And (What adds to the melancholy

Circum~
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Circumftances) tho' they labour’d
under an Impotency of Speech,
yet their Senfes were no ways im-
paird. I believe this Convulfive
Incident to be no very uncom-
mon Symptom in Gunfhot Wounds;
nor indeed in any other, where
there is a confiderable Laceration of
Parts, thick interwoven with Mem-
branes.

Now, tho I have the higheft
Ideas imaginable of the Virtues of
the Bark on Occafions, fimilar to
thofe I have been delineating ; yet,
I conceive it but equitable to exhibit
likewife an Inftance or two in my
Pracice, where it was not attended
with its accuftomed Succefs. The
preceding Cafe may, perhaps, be

L thought
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w4 The Method of Treating

thought to leave the Matter doubt=
ful as to any Benefit conferr’d by
it : and from What I fhall next re-
late ‘twill be very certain, that the
Taking of it produced no Advan-
tage whatever. A proper Judg-
ment, in thefe Matters, is ever tobe
form’d by comparing Events ; and
weighing, with the greateft Exact-
nefs, the good Effeds, againft thofe,
that have been of a contrary Na-
ture. By this Means we fhall be
enabled, like judicious Pilots, to
fhape our Courfe aright; nor touch
upon ' a Sand a fecond time, that
had once endanger'd the Veflel
'hatever favourable Conceptions
the Reader may entertain of the
Bark, from the foregoing Relations,
they muft refult from the artlefs Re-
2 cital
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cital of real Matter of Faé& ; not
be fuggefted to him thro’ the in-
{inuating Powers of florid Dition,
or prevailing Elegance of Stile. I
have no Pretenfions to Purity of
Language : nor, indeed, have I the
Leifure to drefs up my Pages in
the fhining Ornaments of ftudied
Elocution. But to the Buiinefs in
hand.

A Genzeray of the Hanoverian
Forces, an Ofhcer of eftablifh’d
Merit, of about feventy Years of
Age, had his Ancle, with the
neighbouring Parts, all terribly that-
ter'd by a Cannon-Bullet, and lay
under the Management of his own
Surgeon. - My Afliftance was ap-
plied for, the third Evening after

12 the
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the Accident. On taking a Survey
of the Wound, I judged it a Cafe,
that plainly indicated an immediate
Amputation. Accordingly, at the
Sollicitations of the Gentleman, who
attended him, I inftantly cut off
the Leg. That Night he refted
tolerably well : and, on the next
Drefling, every Thing feem’d to
carry fo good a Face, that I began
now, notwithftanding his advanced
Age, and the Circumftances of the
Operation’s not being perform’d
{ooner, to indulge fome Hopes of
a favourable Iffue in the Affair.
The King’s Phyfician likewife paid
him regular Vifits. My Rule was
to fee him every third or fourth
Drefling. But, as he was, about the
fixteenth Day, attack’d by a Diar-

rheca,
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7beea, (which is no Obftrucion to
the Exhibition of the Bark, provid-
ed each Dofe be accompanied with
three or four Drops of Laudanum)
I was requefted to give my Atten-
dance at that Morning’s Drefling.
I muft own, the unexpeéted Alte-
ration, I found wrought in him,
perfely {urprized me. The Stump
leok’d pale, and the Fleth was
beginning to quit the Ends of
the Bone : which Symptom, even
in Youth, affords but a very indif-
ferent Prognoftic, and, in old Age,
I believe, feldom fails to prove fatal.
However, we drefs’d the Sore with
Pledgets of Digeftive, being firft
dipp’d in Qil of Turpentine warm,
apd agreed to his taking the Bark.
From this time he grew worfe

| and
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and worfe, till he breath’d his laft.
I thall not interrupt the Reader in
making what Refle@ions he pleafes
on this exaét Narrative. But I muft
not omit to do Juftice to the Doc-
tor, by declaring, that the Bark
could not ftand in any one’s Opi-
nion in higher Efteem, than in his.

A's my Defign in fetting out
was not to make any confiderable
Excurfion, I now haften to put
a Period to this plain, prad&ical,
Difcourfe. What I have therein
recounted, I am apt to think,
will contribute, in fome meafure,
towards lightening the Sirgeon’s

Cheft, and banithing from the Re-

- publick of Surgery the extravagant
Ule of Probes, Forceps, Mallets and:

Chifiels,

T S T
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Chiffels, with; various other Inflru-
ments : which are not only ex-
tremely painful to the Patient, but
likewile expofe his Life to great
Hazard ; and are moreover, in my
Opinion, far from doing any Ho-
nour to Thefe, who ufe them.
Nature’s being contented with a
Little, is an Axiom, that not only
refpects the Retrenching of Super-
fluities in regard of the real Exi-
gencies of Life ; but may alfo
be extended to the Management,
which thefe Kinds of Wounds,
generally {peaking, only ftand in
Need of.

To put this Matter in as clear

a Light as poflible, we will fup-
pofe a Ball to be lodged in any
Part,
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80  The Method of Treating

Part, beyond the Reach of theé
Finger ; entirely out of the Way
of being mark’d by the external
Touch. Now it will appear evi-
dent, upon the leaft Reflection,
that the Thrufting, firft, that long
Probe, in Queft of the Bullet,
then, thofe longer Forceps, either
with or without Teeth, into a
Wound of that Kind, tho with
a Sort of Certainty to extra&t it,
muft either contufe, or irritate
and inflame, the Parts to a great
degree : and, confequently, do as
much, and perchance more Mif-
chief, than the Ball did at firft by
forcing its Paflage fuch a Length
of Way. And fhould they at the
fame time lay hold of any Nerve,
Artery, or even common Membrane

of
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of a Mulcle, together with the Bally
(which I think muft fcarce ever fail
of being the Cafe) what fhocking
Confequences would attend fuch a
Proceeding ! Nor would Attempts
of this Sort be lefs injurious, in cafe
a Bullet thould happen to be lodg-
ed in the Cavity of the Belly, or
Breaft : whereas Lead, ’tis well
known, will lie a long time in fe-
veral Parts of the Body, without
any material Hurt, or even Incon-
veniency.

A's to Chiffels, I am quite of
Opinion, they ought upon no Oc-
cafion to be made Ufe of ; inaf-
much as they too frequently f{plit
the Bone up to the next Joint, or
fhiver it in fuch fort, that, inftead

M of
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of promoting a Cure, by remov:
ing the Part affected, they general- 2
ly bring on Symptoms worfe than
the Diforders, they were intended
to remedy. A good Knife, with-
out difpute, is all that is neceffary
to the Taking off a Finger: or
thould one cof the Bones of the
Metacarpus require Amputation, a
{mall Spring-Saw does the Work 3
with great Eafe and Safety. {

T -

T u e Reader will eafily recol-
le&, that where-ever, in the fore-
going Relations, I have made Men-
tion of Dreflings, they were from
the firft of a {oft, eafy, fupple

Nature, fuch as Lint moiften’d with ‘
Oil, or, I might have added, Pledgets
of Digeftive; and theBandage light:
hot,
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hot, dry, and {pirituous Applica-
tions being what I never found to
anfwer the expected Succefs, but,
on the contrary, produéive fre-
quently of great Inconveniencies.
And, I confefs, the Hopes I had
of familiarizing thefe to the young
Pracitioner, was one main Motive,
for my thus launching at once into
the Publick, intirely unconcern'd
for the Plainnefs of the Drefs, with
which my Thoughts are cloath’d.

As to the Bark, the Inftances,

I have brought in Support of the
Efficacy, 1 have ever and anon
afcribed to that favourite Medicine,
I think, evidently demonftrate its
{pecific Properties, on the Invafion
of thofe Symptoms, I have fre-
I quently
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quently recapitulated in the T hread
of my Difcourfe. And I flatter
myfelf, that, for the Future, this
powerful Production of Peru will
in fuch Cafes be held in proper
Efteem by every Perfon, divefted
of Partiality and Prejudices, into
whofe Hands this well -intended
Sketch of mine may happen to fall.
In aWord, I {olemnly proteft (What
I promifed in my introduétory Part
of this fmall Effay) that I have given
an Hiftorical Account of no Chi-
rurgical Procefs, but what 1s, in
every refped, and Circumftance,
according to the beft of my Re-
membrance, exactly conformable to
Truth.

7% E N D.
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