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This leaflet aims to give you an idea of what may happen if
you want — or someone you love wants — to come to this
country either temporarily or permanently. And what
happens if either of you are already here and find yourself
affected by HIV or AIDS.

The UK's immigration policy on HIV and AIDS is
comparatively liberal. It compares favourably with the best
policies of other countries.

But there is nothing in the Immigration Rules about
HIV or AIDS — so what happens depends on policy
decisions by the government. We hope these will not
become more restrictive.

Does having HIV infection or AIDS —or
any of the conditions associated with

them — mean I can’t join relatives in the
UK?

Husbands, wives and children under 18 who are entering
the UK to join a person settled here shouldn’t be refused
entry on medical grounds, Other relatives can be refused
entry on medical grounds. But the present policy is that
evidence of HIV infection or a diagnosis of AIDS do not
alone constitute sufficient grounds for refusal.

When is a medical examination required?

If you intend to stay in the UK for longer than six months
or if you mention health or medical treatment as a reason
for your visit or if you appear unwell, you're likely to be
referred to a medical officer for examination.

What happens if I have to have a medical
examination?

If you're referred for a medical examination you shouldn't
be tested for HIV antibodies. But if, in spite of that, you're
found to have HIV infection or AIDS or an associated
condition, the present policy still says that is not enough in
itself to refuse you entry.

But the decision rests with the medical officer and if
he or she decides there are medical reasons for not letting
you into the country, the Immigration Officer must obey
that decision unless there are strong compassionate
reasons to decide otherwise or you're the husband, wife or
child of someone settled here.

When will the medical examination take
place?

Usually the medical examination will take place when you
apply for permission to enter the UK.

But it can also be ordered when you enter this
country, if either you don't already have permission to
enter given in your own country or if you appear to be ill
when you arrive here.




What if I am ill but I’'m coming to join
my husband, wife or parents?

You cannot be refused entry on medical grounds but you
may be required to report to another medical officer for a
further examination and any necessary treatment in this
country.

What if I have lived in the UK before but
I’'m found to have HIV or AIDS or a
condition associated with them?

Returning residents cannot be refused re-entry on health
_grounds but they may be told to report to a medical officer
for examination and any necessary treatment.

What if I only want to visit the UK
temporarily?

There shouldn’t be any difficulty because, in your case too,
the policy is that HIV, AIDS and the conditions associated
with them are not in themselves a reason for keeping you
out. Only if you're visibly ill is there any real chance of your
being medically examined.

What if I am coming to the UK for
medical treatment?

The rules allow entry into the UK for private medical
treatment. You have to satisfy the immigration officer that
you can pay for the treatment and that you have
accommaodation and won't be a danger to public health.

You may also be asked for evidence about the
arrangements you have made for consultation and
treatment.

Does every visitor have to pay for medical
treatment?

This country has reciprocal agreements with a number of
other countries whose citizens are entitled to free
treatment whilst in the UK. They include European
Community states and a number of other European
countries, but few in the Commonwealth.

There are also many exceptions which apply to people
who work or who come to the UK to take up permanent
residence.

Immigration officers have orders to look out for
people who may be trying to get into the UK for free health
treatment.

Do I have to pay for all types of
treatment?

No. Treatment at a genitourinary — or “special” — clinic for




sexually transmitted diseases is free. But, as far as HIV is
concerned, that covers only an antibody test and any
counselling connected with it.

What if I find I have HIV infection or
AIDS while I’'m in the UK?

Whether you can stay here depends on your immigration
status. That should not be affected by your medical
condition. You can always apply for an extension of your
stay and if that's refused you have the right to appeal, so
long as you make your application before your previous
leave expired.

How will my application for an extension
of leave be dealt with?

To get an extension of your stay you will need to fall into
some category recognised by the Immigration Department,
for instance as a visitor, student, married person and so on.

It is always advisable to get proper advice before you
make any further application.

What if I don’t fall into any of these
categories but I'm ill?

You should get advice before approaching the Home Office.
If there are exceptional compassionate circumstances or if
you're likely to be persecuted if you go back to your own
country the Home Office may allow you to stay.

But your case has to be special and it's always best to
get advice in such a case.

What if I live in the UK and want to go
abroad?

There are almost as many different policies on HIV
infection and AIDS and the associated conditions as there
are countries.

Those policies cover visitors, students, business
people and people who want to settle. Many countries are
particularly severe on students and insist on a test before
agreeing to admit them.

A few, like Papua New Guinea, require an HIV
certificate even for visitors. Irag tests everyone wanting to
stay for more than 5 days. The United States refuses
admission for settlement to anyone who has HIV infection.

What do I need to do if I want to go
abroad?

If you're going as a visitor most countries — especially the
popular holiday destinations — have no restrictions. If
you're in any doubt, phone the London embassy of the
country concerned and ask.
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What's AIDS?

AIDS is short for the Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome. If you have AIDS vour body's defence system
against all sort of infections is weakened so much you
catch diseases which people whose immune systems
aren't affected can just shrug off, And, when yvou catch
them, the diseases turn out to be much more serious
than they are in people with healthy immune systems.
Nobody knows for certain, but it look as if everyone who
has AIDS dies of one of the diseases they catch, such as
a fairly rare form of pneumonia. You can't catch AIDS.
It develops in you for some reason. HIV probably causes
that to happen.

What's HIV?

HIV is short for the Human Immunodeficiency Virus. It
was first discovered in 1983. Since then it has been
called LAV and HTLVIIL. But since 1986 the proper
name for it has been HIV. It may cause AlIDS to develop
in you. You can catch HIV infection by allowing your
body fluids — blood, semen or vaginal fluids — to
become mixed with the body fluids of some who's
already infected. HIV isn't like most viruses because,
when you're infected it lives inside blood cells which are
part of your body's defence system.

What’s Immunity?

Immunity is a charity started in 1985 to research into
HIV. Its aim is to find some way of helping people who
have HIV infection stay well longer. It also runs fitness
classes and produces education leaflets and relaxation
tapes. With funds from the London Boroughs Grants
Scheme, Immunity runs a legal centre in London to
give advice and assistance to people who have HIV
infection and people who have AIDS. Phone first before
visiting to fix a time to call. The address and phone
number are at the bottom of this page.

(C) 1988 Immunity and Immunity's Legal Centre
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