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This leaflet is in three parts. The first deals with some of
your rights when you're in hospital. The second part gives
guidance on what is likely to happen to vour benefits while
you're in hospital and the third section tells vou how to
claim some of the money you're entitled to when you leave
hospital.

Rights While in Hospital

Many people want to know how much control they can
have over their own lives while they're in hospital. The
answer is that your agreement is needed for anything that
affects you.

Obviously, you will be putting a lot of faith in the
medical staff — but you are entitled to the last word about
what they do.

You may be concerned about being tested for HIV
antibodies. You are entitled to ask what tests will be carried
out if you are asked for a blood sample and to have a say if
vou do not want to be tested for certain things.

On the other hand, testing may be necessary so that
the best sort of treatment can be worked out, so0 vou need
to weigh up the options. You are entitled to have all the
necessary information to enable you to do this.

For further information on testing for HIV see Your
Rights in the AIDS Era, leaflet 1.

Whatever is done, you have a right to expect that your
affairs will be kept private. Medical staff will get to know a
lot about your medical condition and social and welfare
workers will learn about your personal life. You are entitled
to expect these confidences to be respected.

Even so, most of the rules about confidentiality are
professional ones rather than enforceable by law. Those
enforceable by faw say a health authority’s employees shall
pass on information about you only to other people
concerned with vour health care — or to prevent the spread
of infection.

The staff at Immunity's Legal Centre can give advice
on all the matters dealt with in this leaflet.

Going into hospital

With two exceptions, your benefit is likely to go down if
you are in hospital for more than a few weeks.

The two that stay the same however long you stay
there are Mobility Allowance and Statutory Sick Pay. SSP is
payable for 28 weeks by your employer, so long as you
remnain employed. For more details on mobility allowance
see Your Rights in the AIDS Era leaflet 8 or DSS leaflet NI
211.




In working out how long you have been in hospital for
benefit purposes periods separated by less than 29 days are
added together.

So, if you are in hospital for a succession of short stays
you could find you benefit being cut.

After four weeks in hospital you will lose Attendance
Allowance and any Severe Disability Premium dependent
on it (but not Disability Premium). If someone who cares
for you gets Invalid Care Allowance, that goes, too.

After six weeks there are reductions all round. If you
are single without dependants, your Income Support will
be reduced to £8.70.

Similarly, if you are receiving contributory benefits,
like sickness or invalidity benefit, these will be reduced by
£17.40.

The details of all the reductions, especially if you are
living with a partner or have dependants, are too
complicated for a short leaflet. You can get further details
from DSS leaflet NI 9.

Housing benefit is paid even though you are no longer
at home provided you intend to return and are not likely to
be away for more than 52 weeks.

Payment will stop altogether after 52 weeks.
Remember that in the meantime you will also still have to
pay 20% of your rates bill out of vour hospital pocket
money.

Hospital Fares

If you have to travel to hospital and are getting income
support or family credit you should be able to get your
fares paid by the hospital.

You will have to produce evidence by way of your
payment book or some official document. If someone has
to take vou to hospital, they can get their fares paid, too.

If you are not on Income Support or family credit but
have a low income you can get help from the DSS. You can
get the claim forms from the hospital. Form AG5 covers
money vou have already spent and form AG1 is to get a
certificate so that you can claim future fares from the
hospital.

You are normally paid the cost of second class public
transport. There may be exceptions to this if vou are
physically incapable of travelling by public transport or
there is none available. If vou choose to travel by car you
can get the cost of petrol up to the normal second class
fare.

If you are visiting someone in hospital and are getting




Income Support you can apply to the DSS for a grant to
cover travel. This is discretionary and is more likely to be
given for visits to close members of your family. Grants are
also payable for travel to a funeral but in this case they are
restricted to family members.

Even if you don't qualify for any of the above, it's
worth asking at the hospital if you are finding the cost of
travel difficult. The hospital may have money available or
know where you can get it. For further details see DSS
leaflet H11 ‘Your hospital fares’.

Leaving Hospital.

When you leave hospital your benefits should go back
up to the full rate from, and including, the day of your
discharge.

Keep the DSS up to date about when you're going to
go into hospital and when you're coming out. If vou get
paid too much because you don't keep the D35S informed
you are likely to have to repay it.

You are entitled to benefit for any day you spend out of
hospital. If you are allowed home for just part of the day -
in preparation for returning home permanently, for
instance — you will not be treated as being in hospital for
that day, even though you go back to the hospital to sleep.
So you can claim benefit for that day.

You may be able to get a Community Care grant,
which is payable out of the Social Fund. Those grants are
to help people on Income Support re-establish themselves
in the community or to remain in the community. If you
are physically disabled or chronically sick vou are one of a
priority group.

Community Care grants can cover such items as
moving to more suitable accomodation or near to people
who can care for you, connection or re-connection charges
— but not telephones — bedding and, exceptionally, certain
furniture and furnishings, a washing machine if it is
essential, and clothing.

Any savings you have over £500 are set against the
cost of the items. The minimum amount which may be
awarded is £30, other than for travelling expenses where
the grant can be less.

The grant’s advantage is that you don't have to repay
it. You might also get a Social Fund payment to cover rent
in advance provided that would help to re-settle you or
keep you in the community but it would be a loan and
you'd have to repay it out of your weekly benefits.

If you apply for a payment from the Social Fund and
you're turned down, you can't appeal against the decision.
You can ask only for a Social Fund officer or inspector to
review the decision.
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What’s AIDS?

AIDS 1s short for the Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome. If you have AIDS your body's defence system
against all sort of infections is weakened so much you
catch diseases which people whose immune systems
aren't affected can just shrug off. And, when you catch
them, the diseases turn out to be much more serious
than they are in people with healthy immune systems.
Nobody knows for certain, but it look as if everyone who
has AIDS dies of one of the diseases they catch, such as
a fairly rare form of pneumonia. You can't catch AIDS.
It develops in you for some reason. HIV probably causes
that to happen.

What’s HIV?

HIV is short for the Human Immunodeficiency Virus. It
was first discovered in 1983. Since then it has been
called LAV and HTLVIIL. But since 1986 the proper
name for it has been HIV. It may cause AIDS to develop
in you. You can catch HIV infection by allowing vour
body fluids — blood, semen or vaginal fluids — to
become mixed with the body fluids of some who's
already infected. HIV isn’t like most viruses because,
when vou're infected it lives inside blood cells which are
part of your body's defence system.

What’s Immunity?

Immunity is a charity started in 1985 to research into
HIV. Its aim is to find some way of helping people who
have HIV infection stay well longer. It also runs fitness
classes and produces education leaflets and relaxation
tapes. With funds from the London Boroughs Grants
Scheme, Immunity runs a legal centre in London to
give advice and assistance to people who have HIV
infection and people who have AIDS. Phone first before
visiting to fix a time to call. The address and phone
number are at the bottom of this page.
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