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This leaflet deals with what help you may
expect from your local council if you find
yourself with nowhere to live.

To see what the council’s duties are it is
necessary to answer a number of questions.

The council has the duty to provide
accommodation if you are homeless and in
priority need and not homeless intentionally.

Am I classified as homeless?

You are homeless if you have no legal right to
live anywhere.

That includes not being able to live at
home because someone there has been — or is
likely to be — violent to you or where it is
physically impossible to gain access.

Difficulties arise most often because
councils do not accept that you have been
thown out or forced to leave home — or when
the violence comes from someone who is not
living in the home.

In case of difficulty it is best to get advice
straight away rather than to try to argue with
the council.

Have I got a priority need?

The council will only house you if you have a
priority need. This includes the following:

® You have children living with you — or they
would be living with you if you had room — or
you are pregnant.

® You lost your accommodation because of an
emergency, such as a fire or flood.

® You are “vulnerable” because of age, mental
illness, handicap, physical illness or other
special reason.

Many councils have a general policy regarding
people who have HIV infection and people who
have AIDS or one of the complexes associated
with AIDS. But the law says they have to
consider each case on its merits.

Find out what your council’s general




policy on HIV infection and AIDS is. If it looks
as though they may not be sympathetic, get
advice before you apply.

Have I become homeless
intentionally?

That may seem a funny question since most
people do not intentionally deprive themselves
of somewhere to live. But that's the commonest
reason for councils denying their responsibility
to house you.

You become “intentionally” homeless if
you do — or fail to do — something and, as a
result of that,you stop occupying
accommodation which would otherwise be
available.

Accommodation is only “available” if it is
reasonable for you — and anyone expected to live
with you — to live there.

But, be careful of moving out of unfit
property because the council can take account
of the general condition of property in the area
when deciding whether it is reasonable for you
to stay there.

Examples of intentional homelessness
used by councils are: not paying the rent or
mortgage, leaving accommodation before a
court order is made against you, losing -
accommodation because of noise or nuisance to
the neighbours.

Some of those reasons are of doubtful
validity. If you are found to have made yourself
homeless intentionally you should get expert
advice at once.

It may be possible to get the council to
change its mind. That is better than trying to
take the council to court because judges do not
like interfering, quite apart from the expense
and delay this causes.

Which council should I apply to?

Apply to the council in whose area you are at




the time. Normally this will be where you have
been living.

But you may have left your home town and
arrived somewhere without anywhere to live.

The council which has the duty to help you
— assuming you are accepted as a priority need —
is the one with which you have a “local
connection”.

To qualify you usually need either to have
lived there, or to be working there, or to have
family associations there — or to be able to
satisfy the council that there are some other
special circumstances.

What if the council refuses to
accept my local connection?

The council you applied to has a duty to refer
your case to some other council with which it
has decided you have a “local connection”.
While the two councils are sorting out
your problem the first council — the one you
applied to — must find you temporary
accommodation if you are in priority need.

How much should I tell the
council?

You should give the council enough
information to make up their minds.

It is better to convince the people in the
council offices at the beginning than to have to
get someone to argue on your behalf or
challenge them in the courts.

So, get advice first on how to present your
case. The advice agency may give you a
supporting letter setting out the details the
council is likely to want to know.

The council must advise you in writing of
its decision once it has made it.
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What’s AIDS?

AIDS is short for the Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome. If you have AIDS your body's defence system
against all sort of infections is weakened so much you
catch diseases which people whose immune systems
aren't affected can just shrug off. And, when you catch
them, the diseases turn out to be much more serious
than they are in people with healthy immune systems.
Nobody knows for certain, but it look as if everyone who
has AIDS dies of one of the diseases they catch, such as
a fairly rare form of pneumonia. You can't catch AIDS.
It develops in you for some reason. HIV probably causes
that to happen.

What's HIV?

HIV is short for the Human Immunodeficiency Virus, It
was first discovered in 1983. Since then it has been
called LAV and HTLVIIIL. But since 1986 the proper
name for it has been HIV. It may cause AIDS to develop
in you. You can catch HIV infection by allowing your
body fluids — blood, semen or vaginal fluids — to
become mixed with the body fluids of some who's
already infected. HIV isn't like most viruses because,
when you're infected it lives inside blood cells which are
part of your body’s defence system.

What’s Immunity?

Immunity is a charity started in 1985 to research into
HIV. Its aim is to find some way of helping people who
have HIV infection stay well longer. It also runs fitness
classes and produces education leaflets and relaxation
tapes. With funds from the London Boroughs Grants
Scheme, Immunity runs a legal centre in London to
give advice and assistance to people who have HIV
infection and people who have AIDS. Phone first before
visiting to fix a time to call. The address and phone
number are at the bottom of this page.
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