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The results of systematic examination in ordinary schools were
variable but, on the whole, the health of the Glasgow child could be
regarded as good—the percentage (47-6) with no discoverable defect
was only previously surpassed in 1954. Moreover, the high level in
general physique was maintained, as evidenced by the increased height
and weight averages, The continued improvement during the post-war
years in the average measurements of boys and girls in the three main
age-groups is shown in the following table.

Increase at 1956 compared with 1945,
Age Group
Boys, Girls,
3 year-olds 0-47 ins. 0-86 lbs. 0-49 ins. 0-87 Ibs.
9 year-olds 0-79 ins, 2-54 1bs. 0-79 ins, 3-47 lbs,
13 year-olds s 0-87 ins. 476 lbs. (+67 ins. 475 lbs,

Another satisfactory feature was the improvement in regard to
uncleanliness and this improvement was corroborated by the findings
of cleanliness inspectresses of the School Health Service and nurse
inspectresses of the Sanitary Department working independently. The
continued success of the scheme of cleanliness supervision in selected
schools is also worthy of mention, and particularly the six units where
full-time welfare attendants were employed.

An interesting account of an investigation of asthma appears in
this Report and would seem to establish that the possibility of allergic
origin in cases of asthma in children should be seriously considered.

On the dental side, staffing difficulties mainly reduced the numbers
who could be given routine dental inspection and subsequently treated.
However, comparatively more patients were given fillings and the overall
ratio of fillings to extractions again rose.

Other items in this Report include a note on co-operation with
Divisional Medical Officers in connection with school children contacts
of tuberculous cases. Arrangements (including transportation) were
made for such children to be X-rayed after mantoux test and B.C.G.
vaccination where applicable. The School Health Service also co-
operated in the poliomyelitis vaccination campaign during the months
of May and June.
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1.—LIST OF STAFF

WHOLE-TIME STAFF.

1 Principal Medical Officer ; 2 Assistant Principal Medical Officers
(1 for Child Guidance Work) ; 20 School Medical Officers(?) ;
1 Chief Dental Officer; 15 School Dental Officers (*); 1
Superintendent School Nurse ; 79 School Nurses (including 7
employed as Cleanliness Inspectresses and 3 with Spray Baths
Units) (*); 5 Speech Therapists (*) ; 1 Occupational Thera-
pist (%) ; 9 Physiotherapists (including 6 Physical Training
Teachers seconded to Orthopaedic Clinics) (%); 3 Audio-
metricians (%) ; 1 Assistant Administrative Officer; 34
Clerks (3); 17 Dental Attendants (*); 1 Default Officer ;
1 Dispensing Optician.

(1) Dr. Doris M. Beaton, Dr. Francis [. O'Hagan and Dr. Slella M. B, Pervy
were appoinied on 22.8.55.

(2) Myr. Thomas Kennedy and Myr. fohn Anderson resigned on 31.10.55 and

30.6.56 respectively. Miss Alice Palon refived on 20.3.56. Mr. Alexander
Ferguson and Mr. Douglas Beacher were appointed on 1.8.55 and 1.5.56
respectively.

(3) During the session 2 nurses resigned and 4 were appoinded.

(4) Miss Marion Guy and Miss Mary McKerchar resigned respectively on 16.12.55
and 18.5.56.

(5) Miss Norahk Barretl was appointed on 5.12.55.

(6) Miss Christinge A. Porleous resigned on 25.5.56.

(7) Miss Isobel Doran was appointed on 3.4.56.

(8) During the session 6 clerks vesigned and 4 weve appoinied.

(9) During the session 1 demial attendant was appointed.

PART-TIME STAFF.

2 Dentists (1) ; 18 Consultants (*) ; 1 Dental Attendant.

(1) Mr. Jokn Anderson went on pari-time from 16.7.56.

(2) Al are seconded to school health work by arrangement with the Western Regional
Haospital Board (1 Dermatologist, 1 Cardiologist, 7 Awrists—1 for tonsiis
and adenoids operations only—1 Orthopaedic Surgeon, 1 Anaesthetist, 1
Ophthalmologist, 6 Oculisis).

Local doctors and dentists undertook emergency duties at the

residential schools and at Mossbank Approved School in accordance
with separate arrangements made with the local Executive Councils.

Other members of the staff primarily engaged in dental treatment

of ante-natal patients and nursing mothers are detailed below. The
whole-time staff devoted a small proportion of their time to school
dental work.

ANTE-NATAL DENTAL STAFE.
Whole-time.

1 Dental Officer: 1 Nurse: 5 Workshop Technicians.

Part-time.

1 Dental Officer (*).
(1) Chief Dental Officer also gives pari-time to ante-nalal work.
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C. SCHOOL NURSING AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR
FOLLOWING UP.

See Report for 1954, page 17.

During the Session, the nursing staff devoted 37,278 periods (half-
days) to the work of medical inspection and treatment of children
(including home visitation) ; 458 periods to examinations in connection
with holidays abroad, educational excursions, junior club and school
camps and harvesting ; 464 to the examination of children proposed
for admission to residential schools ; 558 to diphtheria immunisation ;
126 to examinations of school meals’ staff and 24 periods to examinations
of pre-vocational students—total periods 38,908. Visits totalled 1,898,
of which 539 were home visits (to 480 chi]dren) ; nurse inspectresses
from the Sanitary Divisions also visited homes in connection with
uncleanliness discovered in the schools. During the same period, dental
attendants devoted 8,571 periods to the work of routine inspection
and clinic treatment.

D. CO-ORDINATION WITH THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
AND WITH OTHER DEPARTMENTS OF THE
AUTHORITY WHICH RENDER SERVICES TO
CHILDREN.

See Report for 1954, page 19.

Details of the diphtheria immunisation “* drive "’ in schools during
1956 are given in Appendix X, page 81 and particulars of the B.C.G.
vaccination campaign are shown in Appendix VIII, page 77.

As the result of an inquiry, towards the end of Session 1954, into
the prevalence of epilepsy amongst school children, 93 alleged cases
attending ordinary schools were reported by teachers. School medical
officers were asked to keep these cases under observation and to submit
a report on each. The results may be summarised as follows :

65 children appeared to be definite cases (56 with the minor
and 9 with the major condition), 10 were indefinite or not epileptic,
while reports were not available for the remainder, some of whom
were absent when the doctor called or had previously left school.
Of the definite cases, 7 were subsequently transferred to special
schools and, in regard to the others, most had improved after
treatment.

In connection with the medical examination of employees and
candidates for posts in school meals’ kitchens, 937 persons were sum-
moned and 883 attended with the following results :—
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E. CO-OPERATION WITH OTHER OUTSIDE AGENCIES.
See Report for 1954, page 23.

By arrangement with Glasgow University, 15 D.P.H. students
visited a number of schools and school clinics and a school nurse con-
tinued to be seconded in connection with an investigation into the
social adaptation of families following re-housing.

The Mass Radiography Unit again undertook the examination of
school children at intervals when the Unit was available. Details will
be found in Appendix VIII, page 78.

The infectious disease hospitals referred 98 school children (post-
pneumonia cases) to the School Health Service clinics for examination
and after care. Of the number reported, 26 failed to appear or intimated
that they were receiving private treatment, 3 were found to be requiring
no further attention, 13 were dealt with at * general " school clinics
and 4 were recommended for convalescent holidays. The remaining
52 were placed on the list for artificial light therapy.

During the year, school clinics referred 293 cases (189 boys and
104 girls) direct to hospital, the ailments from which they suffered
being as follows :—

Skin— Boys. Girls.
Wounds, etc. (minor injuries) ... 99 22
Fractures 20 12
Other skin conditions a8 32

Evye 23 8

Ear, Nose and Throat 9 —

Greneral ... wi R — —

189 10

Biggart Hospital Home, Prestwick, continued to allocate 40 beds
for Glasgow school children selected by the School Health Service.
During the year, 208 children were summoned to school clinics for
preliminary medical examination and, of the 178 who attended, 158
were considered suitable for admission to the Home.

Medical examination of 10 children going to the Children’s Village,
Humbie, was undertaken at the request of the University Settlement.

In connection with the national survey of children born in a certain
week in March, 1946, 119 schedules were completed and forwarded to
the Joint Committee.
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year-olds were increased. Appendix Ila, page 54, provides further
details regarding notification of parents.

Appendix Ib, page 44, shows the age distribution of children seen
at the date of systematic examination. More pupils in the second age-
group were examined as already mentioned in the notes on Table I.
The numbers examined in the third age-group were also more numerous.

In Table II, pages 46 to 52, the results of systematic examination
of children in “ ordinary " schools during the year are set out to show
the numbers and percentages of the children in the selected age-groups
who were found to be suffering from one or more of the listed defects.
Totals for the years 1955 and 1954 are supplied for comparison. The
following are some brief comments on the tabulated information.

Unsatisfactory clothing and unsatisfactory foolgear remained at the
same low percentage (o-7) in each case, equalling the previous best.

Uncleaniiness (8-5 per cent) was improved to the best percentage
since 1950. Returns from cleanliness inspectresses and samtary nurses
also indicated considerable improvement.

Skin diseases continued to increase, though slightly ; " others "
(comprising cuts and bruises, acne and warts) mainly being responsible.

Defective nuirition (41 per cent.) was recorded more frequently but
the percentage was better than in any year prior to 1953. This con-
dition, however, is one where differing standards are likely to influence
results, especially where new staff are involved.

Mouth and teeth unhealthy (oral sepsis) at 1-8 per cent., was the best
since 1952.

Naso-pharyngeal defects continued to increase, the percentage (9-7)
being the highest since 1951. The rise was mainly due to the increased
numbers of cases recommended for tonsils operation.

External eve disease (4-6 per cent.) reached the highest percentage
since 1948 which it equalled and the increases were fairly general.
Defective vision (12-0 per cent.) was again much improved and in fact
had the best percentage since 1939.

Ear conditions (1-3 per cent.) were the best since 1953 whose per-
centage it equalled; the decrease was mainly due to the reduced
incidence of otorrhoea.

Speech defects (0-8 per cent.) showed a slight rise but this had no
particular significance.
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due to a deterioration among children not wearing glasses at the
examination.

Appendix Ilc, page 57, gives details of the average heights and
weights of children measured at routine inspection in 1956 and for each
of the years back to 1947. Graphs of the post-war figures are also given.
The average measurements showed general improvement at all ages.

Table III, page 62, classifies the results of systematic medical
inspection according to the remediability of the major defects observed
in the children. The percentage (64-8) of children free from defects
(other than clothing, cleanliness or minor dental defects) again fell to
the lowest since 1951 due to increases among the less remediable types
of ailment.

Appendices 1l1a and IIIb give particulars of certain ** other exam-
inations " listed in Table I, Appendix IIlc details the results of cleanli-
ness inspection by nurses, while Appendix I1ld summarises the findings
of the year's work in the ** Hygiene Units.”" The satisfactory results of
cleanliness inspection by nurses have already been mentioned above
under the notes on Table II and it may be noted that an improvement
was also reported by the Hygiene Units and especially in those where
full-time attendants were employed.

The results of medical inspection in nursery schools are summarised
in Appendix VII, page 75, and Appendix VIII, page 77, introduced last
year, describes the measures adopted for the prevention of tuberculosis
amongst school children. Appendix 1X, page 80, gives a brief note on
the medical supervision of the Remand Home and Appendix XIV shows
the relationship between the parent’s occupation and the remediability
classes of Table III.

6.-—~MEDICAL TREATMENT

GENERAL REVIEW
(Detailed statistics on pages 19 to 31 and 81 to 86).

In the aggregate, fewer cases were treated during the year and the
total attendances were also reduced. The largest decrease was among
ear conditions but this was offset by a considerable rise in attendances
for the treatment of skin diseases. Other diseases varied, some showing
slight increases and some decreases. Brief explanatory notes on each
group of defects are given below.

Cuts, bruises, minor injuries, elc., rose again to the largest number
of such cases ever recorded. This consistent rise each year was a clear

B
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operation and another 125 recommended for audiogram and tonsil and
adenoid operation.

Fewer orthopaedic cases than last year were admitted to hospital
but more were seen at the school clinics and more were treated by
exercises. Attendances at clinics, however, were again fewer but more
treatments were given at the Spastic Unit in Kelbourne School as the
period was the first complete year since the Unit was inaugurated.

New cases of general diseases were slightly fewer due mainly to a
drop in the numbers of “ single visit '’ cases, although bronchitis and
bronchial catarrh, anaemia and debility were more numerous than for
some years past. Medicine was supplied to fewer children.

Artificial light freatment cases were somewhat reduced from last
year's total which, however, was exceptionally high.

At the special cardiac clinic total numbers examined were reduced.
The scheme was successfully continuing except that the graded physical
training recommended was not being given in all cases.

A report on the working of the asthma clinic showed that almost
200 cases had been investigated over a period of years and that 40 per
cent. showed positive allergic reactions. In 70 per cent. of those given
sensitising injections, marked improvement was shown.

Fewer cases of speech defect were treated but the total treatments
at the Spastic Unit were increased for the same reason as given under
the notes on orthopaedic cases above.

The diphtheria immunisation campaign in schools was again
satisfactory and, although the total injections given were fewer than
in 1954, they compared favourably with the returns for other years.

(A) MINOR AILMENTS

Throughout the treatment tables, '* Single visit cases ' includes those
treated and disposed of at first visit, cases not for treatment, and cases
without apparent disease.

(1) Curs, Bruises, Sprains, MiNor INJURIES, ETC.

Details of new cases— 1956. 1955. 1954,
Boys. Girls.  Totals, Totals. Totals.
Cuts, bruises, sprains, cte. ... 2,356 1,163 3,519 3,084 3,023
Burns and scalds ... G0 163 423 415 333
Totals... it ¥ 2 E1G 1,326 3,942 3,509 3,356

B e et —

The attendances are included with those for skin conditions
(page 23).
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8.—SPECIAL SCHOOLS AND CLASSES AND RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS
(@) FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

The Corporation makes provision for children handicapped as
follows :—

(1) Mentally handicapped—19 Day Schools and 10 Occupational
Centres.

(2) Physically handicapped, delicate or convalescent—10 Day
Schools, 8 Residential Schools, 6 Hospital Schools and a
Scheme of Home Tuition. (One day school has separate
unit for spastic children).

(3) Defective vision—1 Day/Residential School for blind children
and 1 Day School for the partially sighted. (The former
serves the whole of Scotland and Northern Ireland and
accommodates Roman Catholic children).

(4) Defective hearing—1 Nursery/Infant Day School, 1 Day School
and 1 Day/Residential School for the partially deaf and 2
Day/Residential Schools for the deaf. In addition, teachers
from the Speech Reading Unit visit ordinary schools to give
speech-reading instruction and auditory training to pupils
not sufficiently deaf to require teaching by deaf methods.

(5) Mentally handicapped and deaf—1 Class in a Day School
(Rottenrow).

At 30th June, 1956, the number of children receiving special
educational treatment in schools administered by the Corporation was
as given below :(—

Physically handicapped children, 718; children with hearing
defects, 330 ; children with defects of vision, 98 ; mentally handicapped
(educable) children, 2,976 ; mentally handicapped (trainable) children,
446 ; total 4,568. This total compares with 5,290 handicapped children
in 1955 and 5,382 in 1954.

There had been a considerable reduction in the number of physically
handicapped children classified as requiring special educational treat-
ment. Wherever possible, such children were passed out to ordinary
secondary schools after the Calibration Test.

Children who were classified as handicapped were required to remain
at school until the leaving date following their sixteenth birthday.

c
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There is also a residential school at Nerston, East Kilbride, having
accommodation for 40 maladjusted children (Protestant and Roman
Catholic boys and girls) requiring psychological treatment.

Periods of residence vary according to the needs of the individual
child, averaging from three to six months for physically handicapped
children, six to eight weeks for convalescents and from three to nine
months for children admitted to Nerston.

During April and May, 1956, approximately 140 mentally handi-
capped children had three weeks residence at Dounan's Camp, Aber-
foyle. This provision was made as the Corporation had no residential
school for mentally handicapped children.

* Used for eight months in the year.

HoMe TulTioN SCHEME.
See Report for 1954, page 50.

At 30th June, 1956, the number of children participating in the
scheme was 37 and the main causes of incapacity were :(—

Heart disease, 3 ; non-pulmonary tuberculosis, 3; spina bifida, 5;
Perthe's disease, 3 ; poliomyelitis, 2 ; fragilitas ossium, 2; incontin-
ence, 3; paresis, 5; bronchiectasis, 2; miscellaneous, 9.

ExXAMINATION AND AFTER-CARE OF MENTALLY HANDICAPPED CHILDREN.

The number of children specially examined by the School Medical
Officers during the year regarding menfal defecls was as follows :—

1956. 1955. 1954.

Boys. Girls. Totals. Totals. Totals.

First Examinations T 219 547 528 822
Re-examinations ... 1,198 1,013 2,211 1,793 1,863
1,526 1,232 2,738 2,322 2,685

= —re—

Provision for After-Care in terms of the National Health Service
(Scotland) Act, 1947, was continued throughout the year by the Health
and Welfare Department.

In addition to the foregoing provision, Glasgow children in need
of special care and attention were accommodated and educated at the
following Centres not under the management of the Corporation :—

Biggart Memorial Home, Prestwick—40 physically handicapped
children requiring nursing care.
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In addition, the Corporation leased Glengonnar Residential School
during October, 1955, for 193 children, and in June, 1956, for 214
children. The period of residence in each case was for four weeks.
Arrangements were also made for parties of post-primary school children
to undergo character training courses and, for this purpose, 152 boys
were sent to the Moray Sea School, Burghead, while 200 boys and girls
went to Glenmore Lodge, Aviemore.

(c) FOR MALADJUSTED CHILDREN

CHILD GUIDANCE.

The Child Guidance Clinics dealt with 3,258 children as compared
with 3,572 in the preceding year. These children showed one or more
of the following symptoms :—

Emotional disorders (general instability, anxiety and obsessional
states, night terrors and sleep walking, enuresis and soiling, emotional
retardation and regression, psychopathic personalities)—1,447 instances;
behaviour disturbances (unmanageable behaviour, aggression and temper
tantrums, sadistic tendencies, exhibitionism, truancy and wandering)
—>579 ; delinguency (theft, lying, malicious mischief and sexual offences)
—373 ; educational disabilily (general backwardness and specific dis-
ability)—828. Of these children, 73 were given residential treatment
at Nerston Residential Clinic as compared with 110 in the preceding
Session, the house being closed for ten weeks during alterations.

Further information can be found in the report issued annually
by the Education Department.

9.-—~ARRANGEMENTS FOR PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND
PERSONAL HYGIENE

The Physical Education Staff at the end of Session 1955-56 consisted
of the Superintendent and two Assistant Superintendents (a man and
a woman), 48 Principal Teachers (32 men and 16 women), 97 assistant
teachers (men) and 99 assistant teachers (women) of whom 4 with a
physiotherapy qualification were attached to orthopaedic clinics under
the charge of a Principal Teacher (woman).

Principal Teachers from secondary schools, as part of their duties,
visited neighbouring primary schools to demonstrate the appropriate
physical education lesson from the new Draft Syllabus and to give
general guidance. It was also possible, in spite of increased staffing
difficulties, to arrange for weekly visits to some primary schools by
some assistant teachers of physical education.
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(b) NUMBER AND COST OF MEALS
See Report for 1954, page 54.

The numbers of meals prepared in kitchens during each of the years
ending 31st May, 1954, 1955 and 1956 were as follows :—

Year Ending. | Brealkfasts, Dinners. ] Teas. Totals. |
31st May, 1554 ... 219,322 13,005,677 1,376,783 14,691,782
31st May, 1955 ... 214,443 13,799,181 1,282 568 15,296,192
31st May, 1956 ... 237,858 14,608, 368 1,282,647 | 16,129,873

(c) FOOTWEAR AND CLOTHING

During the year 1st June, 1955 to 31st May, 1956, 1,098 children
were provided with footwear and clothing as compared with 1,242
during the previous twelve months. The undertaking given by the
National Assistance Board to accept responsibility for the clothing
needs of children of their dependants continued satisfactorily.

(@) MILK SUPPLY TO SCHOOL CHILDREN

The total number of milk rations during the year ending 31st July,
1956, was 35,472,507, compared with 33,904,661 in 1955. The most
recent census figures showed that 86:1 per cent. of the children on the
registers in September, 1955, were taking school milk compared with
86-3 per cent. in October, 1954.

Food inspectors of the Health and Welfare Department tool 279
samples of pasteurised milk for examination. Of that number,
eight failed to pass the coliform test. The average composition of
samples was satisfactory at 3-61 per cent. milk fat and 8:65 per cent.
non-fatty solids. Of 156 samples submitted for biological examination
as to the presence of tubercle, all were found to be negative. The national
milk position had so improved that, in reality, the scholars were now
receiving Tuberculin Tested milk pasteurised.
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(B) OTHER EXAMINATIONS—

GROUF 1956 1955 1554

(i) Tn Schools—
Systematic InsP-ectmn of Nursery School

Children 924 947 979

Other Examinations in Lurser}r Schools [m-
cluding abnormals) . 2,005 2,123 2,085

1948 age-group [vmual Acmt:,r and Heanng
only)—(by school nurses) . 16,601 17,664 16,178
Special Cases (in respect of ticular defectsj 165,844 14,883 14,276
Re-inspections by Medical Officers ... eee | 28,393 23,270 20,847
Leaving Interviews ... 9.971 10,045 10,177
Examinations regarding Meuta.l Defect 2,758 2.322 2,685
Discharges in Special Schools and Classes ... 175 195 182
Totals ... s || 7,671 71,449 67,409

(i) Mainly at Clinics—

Applicants for preliminary training as
eachers - 2 —
Applicants for Licences under the {,orpm‘a—
tion Bye-laws for the Empln}rment of

Children : i 803 752 588
Adult Emplu}-em of the (Zarpomtmn 1,365 1,084 876
Candidates for Printers’ Apprenticeships ... 1589 227 143
Children as to fitness for n::amps ete.—

Harvesters, etc. ‘- 3,208 4 232 5,831

School and Junior Club gmups 11,607 | 12476 | 11,743
Children as to fitness for * E:-choﬂl ]aurm:}*s o

abroad, etc. ... 2.379 2,057 2,240
Children as to fitness for admission to

Residential Schools and Institutions 11,506 11,826 10,244
Pre-vocational Students 726 736 804
Other Special Cases ... 17 14 114
Examinations in Remand Hmuﬁ 3,098 2770 2724

Totals ... vr | 34,898 36,176 35,712

(i) Cleanliness and Special Examinations—

* Cleanliness inspections— (by school nurses) ... |157,378 |157,789 |167,218

* In addition, Nurse Inspectresses of the Sanitary Divisions made 126,815 cleanliness
inspections in 1,081 visits to 92 schools (see page 66).
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for the session (as indicated by brackets).
recommended for the session,
t Second Age Group.

tThird Age Group.

1 Fourth Age Group,

A
= o i T

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 | Totals
396 | 5,190 381 — 291 4,404 | 282 24 464 96 | — | 17,661
— 8 53 56 27 a9 41 45 4 1| — 237
213 2.190 191 -— 193 1,976 | 147 3 149 22 | — 8,179
e 6 11 15 7 & 7 4 - — | — 63
609 | 7380 | 572 | — | 5B4 | 6,380 | 429 | 27 613 | 118 | — | 25,840
—_ 14 64 71 34 11 458 49 4 I | =— 340
609 | 7.394 G336 7l G618 | 6,391 | 477 76 G17 | 119 | — | 26,180
516 | 6,505 503 | 110 532 6,397 | 405 /0 726 | 104 | — [ 25,279
288 | 5,176 | 440 | — | 403 | 4,327 | 265 4 | 350 | 114 | — [ 17,048
—_— 22 49 45 33 5 a2 31 — 2 1 268
127 2171 193 — 188 1,982 | 116 1 127 25 | — | 7.845
—_ 30 32 19 14 a 16 16 — —_— — 146
415 7.347 633 —_— 581 6,309 | 381 5 477 | 139 | — [ 24,893
— 22 81 &4 47 10 638 47 — 2 1 414
415 7,399 714 64 638 | 6,319 | 449 52 477 | 141 1 |25.307
203 | 6,243 540 | 142 652 | 6,457 | 426 37 308 | 158 3 | 24,308
1,024 | 14,727 | 1,205 — | 1,175 | 12,689 | 810 32 | 1,090 | 257 | — | 50,733
— 66 145 | 135 81 21 | 116 o6 4 3 1 754
1,024 | 14,793 | 1,350 | 135 | 1,256 | 12,710 | 926 | 1258 |1,094 | 260 1 | 51,487
B09 12748 | 1,043 252 |1,184 | 12,754 | B31 | 117 | 1,234 | 262 3 | 49,587

e e

the (4) lines on the table.
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Result of Hearing Test.

Normal ...

Defective—
Grade I, for ordinary class

Grade Ila, for front seat ...

Grade I1b, for class for semi-deaf ...

Grade III, for deaf class

57

HEARING.
No. and

1% E 1955. 1954,
Boys.  Girls. Totals. Totals. Totals.
8,471 7.994 16,465 17,541 16,089
(99-2) (991} (99-2) (99-3) (99°3)
21 19 40 36 22
(0:2) (0-2) (o-2) (o-2) {o-1)

15 10 25 10

(o-2) (o-1) {o-1) (0-0) (o ﬂ%

22 2 54 5
(0+2) (oo¢)  (0°3) W‘J% (0-3)
8 £ 17 2 27
(o-1) (o-1) (0-1) (0-1) (0-2)
8,537 8,064 17,664 16,178

e

16,601

e i s

91 of the above children (42 boys and 49 girls) were referred to

clinic for investigation of the cause of deafness.

APPENDIX lc.—AVERAGE MEASUREMENTS OF SCHOOL

CHILDREN.

The averages for age, height and weight of children in the four
age-groups measured at routine inspection during the year 1955-56
are given below with comments.

PuPIiLs AGED SIXTEEN YEARS,

Details of the average measurements in this age-group are as

follows :—

Number examined ...

Average age (in months b-e}fond
year of age) ..

Height (in mches}

Weight (in pounds) ...

MNon-transferred | Transferred All
Boys. | Girls. | Boys. | Girls. | Boys. | Girls.
465 350 149 127 614 477
6-13 6-25 592 6:22 5-08 6-24
67-35 | 6398 | 66-42 | 63-18 | 67-13 | 6377
133-60 | 124-10 | 130-47 | 124-37 | 132-85 | 124-17

PupiLs 1xn OTHER AGE-GROUPS.

On page 59 is a table showing the averages of 5, 9 and 13 year-olds
in 1956 and the relative average measurements adjusted to the uniform
ages of 5 years 4 months, 9 years 5 months and 13 years 5 months
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APPENDIX XV.—HOUSING CONDITIONS OIF GLASGOW
SCHOOL CHILDREN.

It had been the practice, at varying intervals since the year 1924,
to incorporate in the Annual Report a survey of the housing conditions
of the children seen at routine medical inspection during the school
vear selected. The School Medical Officer had noted the size of house
and the total number of inmates, such information providing the basis
for demonstrating a relationship between the health of the school child
and the housing conditions.

The scope of the inquiry was widened, in the period under review,
by the inclusion of more specific and detailed items of information, the
requirements being as follows :—

(1) Number of apartments occupied by the family.

(2) Type of family, i.e., tenant, landlord or lodger with the following
definitions :—

Tenant : family occupying every room in the house.
Landlord : family which tenanted house but let off a room.
Lodger : family which lived in sub-let accommodation.
Institution : living in institution or with no fixed abode.

(3) Number of inmates over and under ten years of age.

(4) Only the exact amount of accommodation used by the family
was to be stated—e.g., in a three-apartment house :

(@) where family was tenant, the number of apartments
would be 3; and

“(b) where the family let one room, the accommodation for
the landlord’s family would be 2 apartments and for
the lodger famiiy living in the sub-let room the
number of apartments would be 1.

The statistical matter has been arranged n the following pages to
show comparison, where possible, with similar data obtained in previous
surveys (including information from a Report by Sir Leslie Mackenzie
in 1906). Some of the Tables employed before have, therefore, been
retained but others have been discontinued and new ones created to
present the additional information emanating from the 1956 inquiry.
Much space would be required to give all the possible correlations be-
tween housing, average measurements and medical classification, but






]|

four-apartment houses; in the former, the percentage of 65:9 in 1912
improved to 30-2 in 1956, whilst in the latter, the improvement in the
same period was from 3-6 per cent. to 25-6 per cent. Another notable
feature was the quite considerable drop in the number of one-apartment
houses from 11:3 per cent. in 1912 to 6.6 per cent. in 1956.

Table A4.3.—The overall average number of inmates per house,
down 0-1 per cent. from the 1951 total, could be regarded as satisfactory.
It equalled the best in the series, the 1944 figure (5-4) which was, of
course, abnormally low as the result of war-time diminution of house-
holds. Improvement was greatest in the larger houses. Analysis of the
figures revealed, however, that the improvement did not apply in the
case of houses occupied by the 5 vear-olds inspected, who showed
reduced averages only in three and five-apartment houses, no change
since 1951 as regards those in the two and four-apartment houses,
whilst those in one-apartment houses rose to the highest average since
the survey of 1931.

Table A.4—This new Table was created to make use of the
additional information, collected for the first time in 1956, and relates
to all children seen at routine medical inspection—with the exception
of those in the ‘' Imstitution ” group -(totalling 110), the findings in
connection with which have been omitted for obvious reasons. -It will
be noted that the average number of inmates was greatest in houses of
two apartments upwards occupied by the “ Lodger "' type of family.
In one-apartment houses, the ' Tenant "' type of occupancy averaged
the largest number of inmates ; except in the case of " non-transferred ™
pupils, where the  Landlord” family was the largest—a curious
anomaly where the occupier apparently chose avoidable discomfort !
With regard to the age-distribution of the inmates, the numbers over
ten years of age increased consistently with each additional apartment,
whilst those under ten decreased progressively for two and three-
apartment houses but rose slightly at four apartments and levelled out
there.

Table B.r.—The consistent increase in the average measurements
with each additional apartment is notable—the exceptions being
limited to the children in four-apartment houses where a probable
explanation is that there was an improvement but it was obscured by
reason of the large numbers of children removing from the smaller
houses. In this connection, it will be noted (see above remarks regarding
Table A.2) that, over the years, the four-apartment house had increased
more rapidly than any other size of house. The average measurements
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each taken as } adult, two of such children being regarded as the
equivalent of one adult. -

Medical classification and the degree of ‘‘ overcrowding " were
shown to be correlated and remarkably so, in each of the types of
occupancy. That is, each increase in overcrowded home conditions was
accompanied by increased incidence of the less remediable types of ail-
ment in the children drawn from such homes. All of the few exceptions
to the rule were found in the “ much overcrowded " category and
mainly under the “ landlord "’ type of occupancy. In the latter con-
nection, it seemed strange that at least 11 per cent. of the overcrowding
appeared to be avoidable. (See also note on Table A.4.)

SUMMARY.

The housing conditions of Glasgow school children over the past
forty-five years had shown considerable improvement as evidenced by
the progressive movement of families from smaller to larger houses
(Table A.2.) ; the rise of the four-apartment house and the fall of the
“* single-end " were notable. The average number of inmates per house
was also reduced (Table A.3) although there was need for greater
improvement in respect of the occupancy of the one-apartment house.
An unsatisfactory feature, however, was that the ‘' lodger " type of
occupancy (i.e., the sub-let accommodation) provided the largest
number of inmates, on an average (Table A.4).

Average heights and weights of children from all sizes of house had
shown consistent increase since 1906 (Table B.1) and the close connection
between the average measurements of the children and the conditions
in which they lived were clearly indicated (Tables B.2, B.3 and B.4).
Medical classification of the children according to severity of defect
was seen to be linked with the size of house (Table C.1) and the degree
of overcrowding (Table C.2).

Selected charts to illustrate some of the points discussed will be
found in the following pages.
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APPENDIX XV.—Fig. 4 (From Table B.3)—AVERAGE HEIGHTS
OF GIRLS IN TWO-APARTMENT HOUSES OF THE
“TENANT " TYPE OF OCCUPANCY ARRANGED AS
TO NUMBERS OF INMATES OF ALL AGES.
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