[Report 1944] / School Medical Officer of Health, Glasgow.

Contributors

Glasgow (Scotland)

Publication/Creation
1944.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/eg5pyh6e

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode







CORPORATION OF GLASGOW

Public Health Department

EDUCATION HEALTH SERVICE

REPORT

ON THE

Medical Inspection and Treatment

of School Children

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st JULY, 1944

Ordered by the Committee on Health to be printed

CORPORATION OF GLASGOW—PRINTING AND STATIONERY DEPARTMENT
We0s






GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

This REPORT is the 35th since the institution of medical inspection in Glasgow
in 1909, the 14th since the transfer to the Public Health De ment in 1930,
and the 5th rather than the 6th of the new series begun in 1939 ; the new form
of Report instituted by the Department of Health for Scotland in that year
could not be followed in 1940.

No outstanding change in the physical condition of the school
children falls to be recorded. It may be noted, however, that (a) some
improvement occurred in the standard of personal cleanliness, (b) the
main records of average weight were the best (or all but the best)
since 1920, (¢) average heights remained above pre-war levels, (d) the
condition of the children’s teeth was better than in any previous year,
but (¢) clothing and, more particularly, footgear were not so good as
formerly. The high incidence of scabies referred to in the last Report
had been countered by energetic measures, the number of cases found
at routine inspection being halved.

The main environmental influences operating during the period
covered by the Report may be summed up as—more stable conditions
in the schools and the influence of national schemes of diet, but on the
other hand there were parental difficulties connected with housing,
clothing, footgear, etc., and those arising from war service and war
work.

Medical staff and clinic facilities were adequate in most respects.
Modern X-ray apparatus for treatment of ringworm should soon
- be available. Only in respect of residential centres for debilitated or
physically defective children and of accommeodation for dental work
were there appreciable difficulties ; in the case of the former, improve-
ments are in prospect and some increase of dental accommodation

| will soon be available.

I
L The scheme of inspection and treatment was unchanged except

 that the special emergency inspection of potential evacuees was aban-
['ﬂoned in the course of the year ; cleanliness inspections again increased
by 16 per cent. Special inspections of pupils proposed for holiday
tamps were resumed after a lapse of four summers, and there was
Considerable increase in examinations of pupils volunteering for harvest-
ing and other work in the country during school vacations. The
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Housing and Health.—A special section of the Report (pages 57
- to 68) deals with the housing (numbers of apartments and of inmates)
' of the children seen at routine medical inspection and sets out the
- average measurements and the medical classification of those in the
| six main age-sex groups and of selected sub-groups arranged according
} to their housing, comparative figures for the previous years being given
r - when available. The tables show that (a) correlation between housing,
 average measurements and medical classification of the children was
' remarkably consistent, that over a fairly long term of years () housing
- conditions improved except at the bottom of the housing scale (i.e.
in the single-apartment houses), and (¢) while the average measurements
' of the children from each size of house had increased, the increase
- had been greater in the children from the smaller houses. With reference
' to (¢), comparison between the figures for 1906 and those for 1944
given on page 61 will show that there is no exception to the rule that
' the average measurements of the children from the single-apartment
houses increased more than did those of the children from the larger
houses. The following table compares the increased average measure-
-ments of the children from single-apartment houses with the corres-
ponding figures for all children :—

INCREASE IN AVERAGE MEASUREMENTS OF CHILDREN BETWEEN

1906 AND 1944,
Children from Children from
one-apartment all types of
houses, Houses.
Height. Weight. Height. Weight.

ins, 1bs. ins, 1bs.
5 years of age 2.3 33 1-7 2-5
: 9 2 i 35 749 30 7-3
13 s b 4-4 17-1 4-0 15-1
: 5 years of age 21 2-3 . 15 18
Is< 9 =~ y 3:5 7-8 31 -9
13 i 4-6 18:4 3:7 17:3

I would acknowledge the continuance of most helpful co-operation
on the part of the officials of the Education Committee, the teaching
staffs of the schools and the staff of the school attendance organisation,
as well as the loyal assistance of the staff of the School Medical
Service and the willing help of other services of the Health Department.
In particular I wnuld mention that much’ nf the credit for the reduction
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2—GENERAL STATISTICS.

The number of schools at 31st July, 1944, not all in full use for
educational purposes, was 265, compared with 261 at the corresponding
date in 1943. These schools were classified as follows :—Primary, 139 ;
Primary with Advanced Division, 31 ; Junior Secondary, 16 ; Secondary,
28 ; Special Schools for Physical Defectives, 12, for Mental Defectives,
4, and for Physical and Mental Defectives, 8 ; Approved Schools, 1 ;
Holidays Schools, 2 ; Nursery Schools, 24 ; total number of schools, 265.
Further information regarding numbers of special classes, some of them
~ accommodated in ordinary schools, is given on page 31. One school
. not under the management of the Corporation was in receipt of grant
- from the Education Authority and under medical inspection.

The total toll of the schools at 27th October, 1943 (excluding
evacuees but including pupils in special schools and classes) was 159,211.

From December to June the average attendance, which in March

reached 87-3 per cent., was consistently higher than in the corresponding
months of the preceding session.

3—SANITARY CONDITION OF SCHOOLS.

See Report for 1939, page 10, as to normal arrangements. Visits
to schools by school medical officers for purposes of sanitary survey
were resumed on a small scale in September, 1943.

4—O0RGANISATION AND ADMINISTRATION.

(@) SysTEM AND EXTENT OF MEDICAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.
Inspection.

See Report for 1943, page 11, and (for normal arrangements)
Report for 1939, page 12.

For the purpose of systematic (routine) inspection, the substitution
of children born in 1930, 1934, and 1927 for those born a year earlier
was the only alteration in the scheme. (* Entrants” are always the
first group to be examined.) Brief notes on the “ findings "' of medical
inspection are given on page 16; the relative statistical tables will
be found on pages 34 to 52.

Treatment.

For list of clinics as at December, 1943, see Report for 1943, page 12.
The only change which occurred up until December, 1944, was the
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nutrition increased among the infants of both sexes and the older
girls but not among the older boys—a finding which is probably
doubtful in itself and which can moreover be traced to the influence
of an unusually severe standard adopted by two temporary officers
who dealt with large numbers of infants and older girls. (The records
of the average measurements of the children (page 46) do not indicate
any general loss in weight.)

i The dental condition of the school children continues to improve.
~ So low a percentage of ““ unhealthy mouths ” (4-7 per cent.) has not
been recorded since this heading was introduced in 1939 (page 39) ;
the percentage of sound teeth (48-8 per cent.) (page 45) is the highest
recorded in the course of systematic inspection since 1920; the
percentage of sound teeth found by the dentists in the course of their
l inspections in a limited number of selected schools was also unusually
high (21-9 per cent.) (page 53).

The sections relating to naso-pharyngeal defects and external eye
disease (page 40) are apparently satisfactory. Under the first named
group of defects, only cases “for observation™ show increased
incidence over the corresponding figures for 1939. The details of the
incidence of external eye diseases (4-4 per cent. in all) are in nearly
every case lower than or equal to the corresponding figures for 1943
and 1939,

The percentage of children with fair or bad visual acuity (with
spectacles if worn) (17-8 per cent.) (page 41) had apparently increased
since the previous year (16:0 per cent.) and since 1939 (17-5 per cent.).
In the last Report doubt was expressed as to the improvement
in this respect which the statistics for 1943 appeared to indicate.
Other particulars (see page 27), as well as the day-to-day administrative
difficulty of persuading parents, possibly harassed with war-time work
and other difficulties, to obtain the spectacles prescribed for their
children, appear to confirm the deterioration.

The information relating to diseases of the ear and defective
hearing (page 41) does not call for comment.

Under “ Speech ” and “ Mental and nervous condition ™ (page
42), the only noteworthy point is the relatively high incidence of
‘backwardness (0-5 per cent. as compared with 0-2 per cent. in 1939).
‘This is probably one of the figures which merely reflects past
isturbances of the schools due to evacuation.

Defects of the circulatory system (page 42) were apparently rife
(29 per cent. as compared with 1-9 per cent. in 1939), but as the
exceptionally high incidence of these defects was confined to the
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The records of the average measurements of the children (page 46),
while not always quite so good as some exceptional recent figures,
were still satisfactory as they indicated the maintenance of both
height and weight above pre-war levels ; the averages for 1944 were
more satisfactory in respect of weight than of height, the * all

Glasgow "' averages for weight being never lower than second highest
- since 1920.

The * classification of the children according to the remediability
of the major defect found in the individual child " (page 49) showed
the highest (and most satisfactory) percentage of children free from
defects (53-5 per cent.) since the institution of this classification in
1939. This satisfactory position no doubt arose mainly, but not
entirely, from the improved condition of the children’s teeth. On the
other hand, a less satisfactory proportion of the remaining children were
classified as suffering from ** temporary defects ™ (30-1 per cent.—
Classes II and III) and a greater (and, therefore, less satisfactory)
proportion from the less remediable defects (16-2 per cent.—Class 1V).
There is little doubt that this last unsatisfactory aspect of the Table
can be discounted (see above regarding standards adopted by a few
officers in respect of nutrition, circulatory system and * other "
diseases) and that therefore the conclusions to be drawn from the
Table in question are satisfactory.

No conclusions relative to condition of the children as a whole
can be based upon the analysis of the inspection of special cases or upon
‘the summaries of Cleanliness and Sanitary Inspectresses’ work (see
pages 50 and 51).

CONCLUSION.

While past disturbance of school routine, of methods and types
of inspection, and changes in the medical personnel have occasioned
some apparently unsatisfactory movements on the purely statistical
‘side, there is, in fact, in these records, evidence of the continued
~maintenance of fundamentally good health among the children.

In the matter of nutrition, height, weight and dentition the
tecords are better than the corresponding records for the pre-war years
and often better than some exceptional records for the war years.
The personal cleanliness of the children continues to show improvement
upon recent, if not upon pre-war, years. The incidence of scabies
‘continues to show a satisfactory diminution, but there is further
evidence of deterioration in the condition of the clothing and footgear
and in the matter of provision of spectacles for the children, no doubt
due to supply difficulties and perhaps to parents’ war work.
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SCABIES CASES.

No. and percentage :
found at © No. treated at No. of

Year. Routine Inspection. School Clinics. Baths given.
T 27 (0-1%,) 297 1,642
1927 ... 24 (0-1%) 378 1,982
1928 ... 39 (0-1%) 537 2,804
1929 ... 61 (0-1%) 677 3,636
1930 ... 35 (0-1%) 1,046 4,099
1981 ... 137 (0-3%,) 1,419 4,192
1982 - .. 106 (0-29%) 1,547 3,289
1833 ... 76 (0:2%) 1,500 2,806
1934 ... 91 (0-29%) 1,309 2,731
1935 ... 92 (0-29) 1,164 2,798
1936 ... 128 (0-29,) 1,252 2,393
1937 ... 92 (0-2%,) 1,203 1,960
1938 ... 146 (0-3%) 1,566 3,379
1939 ... 158 (0-3%) 1,995 8,611
1940 ... No inspection 2,412 8,425
1941 ... 522 (1-39%) 5,039 44,112
1942 ... 1,255 (2-6%) 13,358 120,057
1943 ... 947 (2:19%,) 17,393 154,869
1944 ... 440 (0-9%) 11,532 75,535

In the seven school years 1920 to 1926 (the school year ends on 3lst July),
the numbers of children treated at the school clinics on account of scabies fell
from nearly 2,000 to 297 per annum, but in 1927 the numbers again began to rise
and continued to increase in number for some years.

In the spring of 1933 the arrangements for the control of the condition were
under consideration ; the report system between the school and the sanitary
organisations was overhauled, lotions and ocintments for non-school cases were
continued, as was assistance with washing of clothing and bedding, and in addition
residential treatment for infected families was made available in Reception House
or Hospital.

From 1933 to 1937 the numbers of cases discovered and treated fell rather
than increased, but in 1938 and 1939 the increase in scabies, which was manifest
throughout the country, was well under way. Evacuation and school closures
then intervened, and the return of children from evacuation and the partial re-
opening of schools showed that a serious position had developed. (Half of the
__MU cases were put on treatment in the last two months of the school year, after
‘many special emergency school inspections had been made.) 1941 saw the first
! 1se in facilities for scabies baths (two additional school clinics) and in 1942
here were further increases, for adults as well as children, in which schoaol clinics
1 First Aid Posts took part. In 1942 also a special staff was set up in the sanitary

‘divisions to visit the homes.

It will be seen that the ** peak " year for the detection of scabies in the course
of routine inspection in the schools was 1942, but that the peak year for treatment
in the clinics was 1943, and that apparently the concerted efforts of all concerned
have helped to produce a downward trend in the figures.
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(5) Other Diseases.

(a) Cases dealt with at the regular clinics for “ Other Diseases "—

1944. 1943. 1939.
" Boys. Girls. Totals, Totals. Totals.
Bronchitis and bronchial catarth ... 635 531 1,188 916 2,198
Anaemia andjor debility .. .. 619 701 1,320 1,072 2,110
Rickets . 16 8 ~ 24 11 27
Tubercular conditions—
Pulmonary (including cnnta.cts} 128 108 236 17 12
Nnn—pulm-:‘.lnary e a0 13 43 14 54
Paralysis ! 8 8 16 2 11
Heart disease ... 43 50 93 53 168
Chorea ... 28 42 70 50 111
Enlarged tonsils andfﬂr adenoids ... 152 148 300 209 690
Adenitis 95 67 162 85 269
Rheumatism ... 87 152 239 145 290
Enuresis. .. e 270 407 677 643 400
Malnutrition ... 10 8 18 10 39
Epilepsy 17 17 34 22 58
Digestive disorders ... s 418 137 256 149 573
I ious diseases ... ien 212 265 477 258 234
Mental deficiency ... 4 —_ 4 2 24
Others ... ... 287 325 612 982 560
No apparent disease . e 492 477 969 770 513
Totals ... .. .. 3,252 3,464 6,716 5,410 8,341
Clinic attendances of above cases ... 8,127 7,881 16,008 13,334 19,302
Additional attendances for the supply
of cod liver oil emulsion and other
medicines ... ... 8,481 7,611 16,082 13,412 21,672
(b) Cases of ** Other Diseases” seen at school inspections, efe., and
recommended for immediate supply of medicine—
1944. 1943, 1939.
{Found to be * necessitous' and instructed to
attend clinic for supplies ... 1,186 510 2,306
»Fﬂuﬂd to be ' non-necessitous ' and parents :
i warned to provide medicines 30 39 89
' 549 2,395

Totals 1,216

(€) The cases on treatment at clinics for diseases of skin, eye, or ear who

were given wmedicines for ** Other Diseases ™

al these clinics

numbered 818—438 boys and 380 girls—as compared with 704

in the preceding year, and 2,266 in 1939,

The total of all ** Other Diseases " at 8,750 ( (a), () and (c) above)
Compares with 6,663 cases in the previous year and 13,002 in 1939.
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These figures include 26 pairs of spectacles and 23 repairs for
children in receiving areas.

The percentage of children supplied with spectacles free of cost to
the parents is again the lowest recorded in these reports from 1930
onward.

(¢) Wearing of Spectacles in School.

Returns . were sought from the schools regarding 2,839 children
who had obtained spectacles prescribed for them by the school oculists
in the period July to December, 1943. The analyses of these returns,
and of a similar return obtained in 1937, are as follows :—

1944, 1937
Children wearing the spectacles ... ... | 1,272 (58-4%,) | 1,574 (78:8%)
Spectacles said to be at home ... 280 (12-99,) 187 ( 8-49,)
Spectacles lost or broken ... 630 (28-99;) 257 (12:99%;)
2,182 1,998

No return was received in respect of 657 pupils; most of these
(527) had left school or been transferred elsewhere (65).

The above result cannot be regarded as satisfactory. No doubt
the lower percentage of children wearing spectacles can be attributed,
in part at least, to abnormal conditions of home life (parents on war
service and war work).

(C) OPERATIONS FOR THE REMOVAL OF ADENOIDS AND ENLARGED
TonsiLs, Etc., AT THE WESTERN DisTricT HOSPITAL.

Nature, of Operation— 1944, 1943, 1939,
Boys. Girls. Totals. Totals. Totals.
Tonsils removed ... i s —_ — — | 5
Adenoids removed g 21 11 3z 23 14
Tonsils and adenoids removed 704 730 1,434 1,393 1,826
Aural polypus removed e 1 1 - 21
Totals ... vee 720 742 1,467 1,417 1,866

Number of periods in which ﬂpe:ratmnn were carried '
through 44 141 131 199
Average number of cases dealt with pe:r p-enod 10-4 10-8 9:4
Clinic (including hospital) attendances of above cases 4,614 4,485 6,115

* In the course of the Session 57 (61) children were detained in
 hospital beyond the normal period—41 (49) for periods of 1 to 3 days,
' 14 (10) for 4 to 7 days, 2 (2) for 9 to 14 days. Some of the children
were detained on account of special pre-operation conditions—history
of excessive bleeding, etc., 7 (2), sickness, 11 (rr)—and others on
* In this paragraph and in the two following, 1943 figures are given in brackets,

t
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B.—SPECIAL SCHOOLS AND CLASSES AND HOLIDAY SCHOOLS.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE INSTRUCTION OF EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN.
See Report for 1942, page 30.

The following table shows the number of pupils at the various
special schools and classes in the City, near the City, or in hospital
schools and evacuation centres outwith the City as at 30th June, 1944 : —

Day Centres Day and Resi- Residential
TypPeE oF CHILD. in or near dential Centres Centres
City. near City. outwith City,
No.of | No.of | No.of | No.of | No. of | No. of
Centres. | Pupils. | Centres. | Pupils. | Centres. | Pupils.
Physically Defective—
General ... 11 1,405 — — 8 287
Blind —_ e 1 10 1 14
Myopic ... 2 78 1 18 — —
Deaf 1 20 1 a8 1 81
Semi-Deaf ... 1 72 1 18 1 8
Mentally Defective ... 17 2,045 — — 6 177
Totals 1944 ... (24) 3,620 (1) 84 (14) 567
Totals 1943 ... (24) 3,259 (1) 81 (12) 568

The total of the pupils shown above, 4,271, compares with a total
of 3,908 in the previous year and with approximately 6,000 pupils of
similar categories receiving instruction in 1939.

The holiday school at Hillfoot (Bearsden) housed physically
defective evacuees mainly, but as there were usually at least 15 places
available, a succession of 59 girls requiring the holiday school type of
regime were accommodated for periods of a few weeks each.

There were no special classes provided for dull or backward children
‘or for children suffering from speech defects (but see below).

[ The Child Guidance Clinics dealt with 2,329 children, 119 of whom
 spent some time at Nerston House, East Kilbride. The cases dealt with
Eincluded 569 children whose chief problem was speech defect.
‘ -
}












GROUP. 1944, 1843. 1939,

(ii) Mainly at Clinics—
Applicants for preliminary training as
Teachers ... 15 24 48
Applicants for Licences under the Cnrpm‘a-
tion Bye-laws for the Employment uf

Adulgh;immil o . th e 573 489 3853
mployees o e nrpmhc:-n a3 60 a7
*Certifications—Blind Persons Act, 1920 ... 11 7 17
Candidates for Printers’ Appmnhceshlps — —_ a9
tChildren as to fitness for camps, etc.— :
Harvesters (September, 1943) ... 6911
Berrypickers, etc. (July, 1944) .. 1,359 1,236 9,796
Play-centre gmupa {jul:,f 1944] = 1,003
Children as to fitness for ' School Journeys ”
abroad, etc. v - — 134
Children as-to fitness for admission to
Residential Schools and Institutions ... 62 116 1,341
Special food examinations of children ... 1,313 2,036 5,074
Juwvenile Court Cases ... 150 178 81
Other Special Cases ... 213 144 341
Totals ... - | 11,653 4,290 17 411
(i) “ Emergency "' Examinations—
Special emergency i tion at schools— (1940)
now included in ** ial Cases " (B (i)
above) - 6,779
341,767
$Cleanliness inspections (by school nurses) ... [158,189 | 136,863
Inspections immediately prior to evacuation—
Individual children—
For Government Camp ... 116 412 554
For Children's Overseas Reccptmn Board —- — 5,847
Others ... 374 858 6,768
Totals ... ... | 158,679 |144912 |354,936

These examinations are made at the Central Clinic for the Blind.

In September, 1944, 8,437 further examinations were made of volunteers for grain
and potato harvesting.

 In addition, Nurse Inspectresses of the Sanitary Divisions made 145,978
cleanliness inspections at 79 schools (see page 51).
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more reliable guide—the total numbers and percentages of girls infected
(18,489 or 37-5 per cent.—389 per cent. in 1943), and particularly
those with ** major " infections (5,082 or 10-3 per cent.—13-3 per cent.
in 1943) were lower and therefore more satisfactory.

Formal notices to cleanse the children within twenty-four hours -
were issued in 540 instances. Many of the children were cleansed by
parents, others at First Aid Posts, and many were absent from school
or for other reasons were not examined before the end of the session.
Several parents were fined for failing to keep the children clean after
formal notice and subsequent cleansing.

(2) Nurse Inspectresses of the Sanitary Divisions examined 48,434
boys and 39,990 girls, and made 57,554 re-examinations—total 145,978.
The number of re-examinations was particularly high. Nurse Inspec-
tresses’ findings at the first inspections were that the heads of the
boys were in a more satisfactory condition (infected, 5,312 or 11:0 per
cent.; infested, 262 or 0-5 per cent.; total 5,574 or 11-5 per cent.—
14-0 per cent. in the previous year). The heads of the girls were less
satisfactory (infected, 12,962 or 32-4 per cent.; infested, 847 or 2-1
per cent.; total 13,809 or 34-5 per cent.—28-7 per cent. in the previous
year). The total percentage of boys’ and girls’ heads found to be in an
unsatisfactory condition at first inspection was, however, not greatly
increased (19,383 or 21:9 per cent.—21-2 per cent. in 1943).

The Nurse Inspectresses also visited 9,267 houses and revisited
240. They issued formal printed notices to parents to cleanse the
children within 24 hours, and reported that 288 children had been
cleansed at the First Aid Posts and 12,644 by the parents.

(3) Assistance by First Aid Post Staffs—Eighteen of these Civil
Defence Posts received children referred to them by Cleanliness or
Nurse Inspectresses. They provided 2,792 treatments (most often the
application of 50 per cent. Lethane) and discharged 470 children as
clean. Other children examined in schools or in their homes were
found to be clean and did not return to the Posts for discharge.

APPENDIX Mle.—InsPECTION OF PUPILS PROPOSED FOR EVACUATION,
ForR Horipay Camps, orR FOR HoSTELS FOR VOLUNTEER
HARVESTERS, ETC.

(1) Evacuation.—490 children were examined prior to evacuation ;
116 of them for a Government camp, and 374 for other centres, including
hostels for physically and mentally defective children and for nursery
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APPENDIX VIIL.—CLEANLINESS SUPERVISION BY SENIOR WOMEN
ASSISTANTS (ASSISTED BY WELFARE ATTENDANTS) AT SELECTED
SCHOOLS. :

See Report for 1943, page 47.
The percentages of children in the 17 schools included in the

scheme found to be “ Clean and well-cared for "' in every respect at
three general inspections throughout session 1943-44 were as follows :—

First Second Third
Inspection. Inspection. Inspection.
Boys. | Girls. | Boys. | Girls. | Boys. | Girls.

Six original Schools ;

(January, 1941) 81-1 51-3 81-1 66-4* 89-9* 69-2*
Other eleven schools

(June, 1942, and later) 79-6 51-3 87-0 63-9 89-1 70-4
All seventeen schools ... 80-0 51-3 88-4 64-7 89-4 70-0

The percentages marked with an asterisk in the above Table are
very slightly below the corresponding percentages for the preceding
session. All the other percentages are higher than those for the
corresponding (first, second or third) inspection in the preceding year.
The statistics on the whole continue to show the characteristic effect
of the scheme, i.e., the cleanliness of the children improves during the
school session, shows some deterioration during the school vacation,
and recovers more than the ground lost in the succeeding session.

There seems to be clear evidence, therefore, of the value of the
scheme in attaining a better standard of cleanliness, although it cannot
be said that it is achieving completely satisfactory conditions among
the girls.

The list of schools now (December, 1944) includes Queen Mary
Street, St. Roch’s Elementary and St. Aloysius’ (Port Dundas) Schools
and further extensions of the scheme are under consideration.
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APPENDIX X.—HousiNG CONDITIONS OF CHILDREN AND ANALYSES
OF (1) AVERAGE HEIGHTS AND WEIGHTS AND (2) MEDICAL
(" REMEDIABILITY ") CLASSIFICATION IN RELATION THERETO.

The Report for 1936 (page 62) and three earlier Reports summarised
housing information, which the Medical Officers had obtained from
parents at systematic medical inspection of the children, and gave
the average measurements of the children arranged according to the
number of apartments in their homes.

Similar housing information was obtained in Session 1943-1944.
On the basis of that information, the Tables in the succeeding pages
now give (1) information corresponding to that published in four
previous Reports (pages 58-61) and in addition (2) the average heights
and weights of two large groups of children, arranged according to
the number of inmates (pages 62-63), and (3) the medical [ reme-
diability ") classification of the children arranged according to number
of apartments in their houses and according to a rough measure of
overcrowding (pages 64-65). :

To show all the possible correlations between housing, average
measurements, and medical classification would require much space.
The Tables given, however, are believed to be representative. The
general trend of the figures is stated on each Table and exceptional
figures which do not conform to these trends are indicated. There
is given in the Tables, where possible, corresponding information for
previous years, including that from a Report by Sir Leslie Mackenzie
in 1906. Brief notes and conclusions based on the information given
in the tables are offered on pages 66 to 68.

It should be noted that the figures relating to housing apply to
the housing of the scholars examined only and not to the housing in
the City as a whole. In 1931, the scholars examined appeared to be
housed at an average of 2-5 persons per room, but a general census
made about the same time showed a housing rate of 1:336 persons
per room.

Such very slight discrepancies a8 are to be observed between the comparable
numbers of children shown in this Appendix and in an earlier part of the Report,
and between the different Tables in the Appendix itself, are due to the fact that

the information for each child (i.e., medical classification, numbers of apartments
and inmates, and two measurements) was not always complete,
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Table B.1.—The consistency with which the average measurements
of the children increased over the period 1906 to 1944, and increased
with increase of apartments in every year dealt with, is remarkable.
So too is the general tendency for the increase in measurements over
those for 1906 to be greater for children from the smaller houses,
although the improvement in the measurements of the children from
the larger houses is probably masked by the rehousing of families from
the smaller houses—i.e., in 1944, 45 per cent. of the children came
from houses of three or more apartments as compared with 22-8 per
cent. in 1912. (The change in the limits of the Glasgow area affects
the comparisons but as families now housed in the extensions of the
area would frequently be drawn from the ““ old " Glasgow area, the
comparison is justifiable.)

Table B.2.—The consistency of movement of the average
measurements of the five-year-old boys (1) downward as the numbers
of inmates increased and (2) upward as the numbers of apartments
increased is fairly complete ; the exceptions occur mainly where the
sub-divisions of the group produce small numbers and where increase
of from two to three inmates is apparently of advantage to the child.
(War-work or low income of the solitary adult inmate in the two-inmate
house ?)

Table B.3.—Correlation between (1) average measurements of the
children (from two-apartment houses) in the six main age-sex groups
and (2) the number of inmates per house is almost complete—the
average measurements fall as the number of inmates rises, except
where (in the nine-year group) the beneficial effect of increase in
inmates from two to three persons again appears.

Table C.1.—Correlation between (1) number of apartments in the
home and (2) the child’s medical classification is consistent and
significant, i.e., increased percentages of freedom from defect or of
presence of minor defects only (and, conversely, decreased percentages
of ** temporary " and less remediable defects) accompany increase in
the number of apartments in the house from which the child is drawn.

Table C.2.—Correlation of medical classification with '* over-
crowding "' is complete in this Table, i.e., increased frequency of the
“ temporary "’ and less curable degrees of defect discovered in the
child accompanies increase of overcrowding in the home from which
the child is drawn.






