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TO THE SCOTTISH HOME AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT
AND
THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF LANARK

LADIES AND GENTL EMEN,

I have the honour to submit the Annual Report on the health
and welfare state, and on the environmental and sanitary condi-
tions for the calendar year ended 31st December, 1968,

This is my first Annual Report. The introduction to an Annual
Report seems to vary both in character and in length with the
passage of years not only within one Authority but also from one
Authority to another. This is all to the good because a stereotyped
pattern might become a stagnant pool of thought. If the body of
the Report should be, to invoke Hamlet's words “the abstracts and
brief chronicles of the time”, then, the prologue should focus
attention on some central themes. In the succeeding paragraphs |
have chosen three.

First, | should like to pay tribute to Dr. [an C. Monro, my
predecessor in office for nearly fourteen years. When he retired
midway through 1968 Dr. Monro had been a Medical Officer of
Health for twenty-six years in all. In this County he brought to
his office outstanding gifts and a wide experience. By the spoken
and written word and by his endeavours he furthered the cause of
public health and preventive medicine not only in this County but
throughout the whole public health scene. His former colleagues
and | in wishing him many years of health and happiness ahead
hope that from time to time he may feel inclined from his abode in
the north to offer comment and wise counsel in the days to come
when so much change 15 contemplated in the structure of the
MNational Health Service and in Local Government.

The second topic concemns Early Neonatal Mortality, that is,
the death of babies during the first week of life.

It is only in comparatively recent times that attention has
been directed to the causes of death among babies just before and
in the first week after birth. It was only in 1939 that stillbirths
became registrable in Scotland and hitherto the maternity and
child care services were concerned mainly with the problems of
the death of mothers arising from pregnancy and confinement and
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of the death of infants during the whole first year of life. Before
1935, the year when the first sulphonamides were introduced, one
out of every two hundred pregnancies resulted in the death of the
mother principally from infection. Since then the danger from in-
fection has been virtually eliminated, and this together with other
advances in the medical and environmental field has reduced the
death rate of expectant mothers to about two in ten thousand, a
fall of ninety six per cent. Similarly, the death of babies during
the first year of life used tobe dominated by infection usually from
the end of the first month to the end of the first year. Since the
beginning of this century the infant mortality rate has fallen by
ninety per cent. As with maternal mortality, most of this fall has
resulted from 1935 on account of the control of infection together
with general medical advance and betterment of social conditions.

Nowadays, more than two thirds of infant deaths occur in the
first few weeks of life largely due to factors associated with
congenital abnormalities and immaturity. These trends have
focussed attention increasingly on deaths of babies during the
weeks before and the week after delivery. These two periods are
grouped together as perinatal mortality because they depend on
factors present before, during, and immediately after birth. For
this discussion we are concerned only with one aspect of peri-
natal mortality, namely, deaths in the first week of life. The
causes are complex because they are related to not only the
standard of medical care but also on Nature's process of reproduc-
tion and the life history of each mother.

The following table gives a comparison of Early Neonatal
Mortality in Lanark County over a period of twenty years. 1948 is
an appropriate year to compare with the present day because it
was a year in which Vital Statistics generally were at a low ebb.
It was a year in which all the stresses and strains of six years
of war-time experience and its immediate aftermath seemed to
reach a culmination. It was, for example, one of the worst years
on record for the number of new cases and of deaths from tubercu-
losis and in those days, before the modern era of chemotherapy
and early diagnosis had altered the picture, the level of this
disease was one of the principal indices of the general health
and social well-being of the community.
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Death of babies during the First Week of Life - Lanark County

1948 20 deaths per 1,000 live births
1949 b7 s
1956 19 - i e g .
1958 g F : SRS 2
1963 | T Pt b
1965 16, * i i %
1966 i = e =
1967 J2 et i P =
1968 Iq. " % (6 B 4

k] ko L] k]

Thus the decrease in the death rate of babies during the first
week of life since 1948 is thirty per cent. Within the space of
twenty years this is not dramatic improvement but certainly sub-
stantial. [t is due to many causes, better obstetrical and paediatric
care, improved hospital facilities, a rise in the general standard
of living, a general improvement in the health and physique of
expectant mothers, younger age at marriage, a decreasing inci-
dence of the very large family, and the health educational work of
the nursing staff of the Public Health Department. In 1948 forty
per cent of babies were born in maternity hospitals; today it is
ninety per cent. Also, since 1948 the wider availability of family
planning clinics and the growing acceptance of modern family
planning methods have reduced the number of pregnancies where
there was an increased risk both to the safety of the mother and
to the new-born baby either on medical grounds or by reason of
home conditions.

Unwanted pregnancies have always constituted a high risk
group and are associated with the less defined causes of peri-
natal mortality. It will be interesting to see what effect on the
incidence of still-birth and of early neonatal death has the con-
troversial and much discussed Abortion Act.

Of the eighty-nine babies who did not survive the first week
of life in 1968 the following were the factors associated with
death.
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(1) Premature birth 44 per cent
(2) Congenital abnormalities i
(3) Atelectasis 5 5. ¥
(4) Birth injury 5 .
(5) Asphyxia Rty
(6) Haemolytic Disease of the New-born L A X
(7) Pneumonia and other respiratory diseases 7 S
(8) Others gy Tae. &

Respiratory distress syndrome is the most important cause
of death in the first week of life. It is associated with immaturity
whether this is judged by short gestation or low birth weight. In
immature babies there is a close correlation between the death
rate and the birth weight. The former rises as the latter falls.
Although only five per cent of babies are less than five and a
half pounds at birth this group accounts for nearly half of the
deathsin the first week of life.

Congenital abnormalities are the only cause of early neonatal
death which have shown no significant change in the past twenty
years. In most cases there is an interaction of genetic and en-
vironmental factors. This remains one of the most challenging
fields for medical research.

A further improvement in the over all death rate in the first
week of life can be expected from greater evaluation of those
pregnancies which impose an element of risk to the new-bom
baby, intensive research into such questions as prematurity,
toxaemia and haemorrhage in the expectant mother, the prevention
of Rh incompatability, the condition of the unborn baby during the
process of labour, and not least unremitting high standards of
care for the expectant mother and her baby, Finally, on a subject
to be touched on in the next few paragraphs, if there was an
administrative unification of the ante-natal, post-natal, and baby
care services provided by the maternity hospitals, general medical
practitioners, and local health anthorities, this would enhance
all those factors which make for the survival and progress of the
new-born.

The third item on which | should like to comment is the
publication in December 1968 by the Secretary of State of the
Green Paper: Administrative Re-organisation of the National
Health Service. My comment is brief as | hesitate to add “more
matter with less art™ to the volume of print which has accrued on
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this subject, and in any case the discursive proposals of the
Green Paper may soon be succeeded by the definitive proposals
of a White Paper.

The proposals of the Green Paper taken in its entirety seem
to me to present a courageous and realistic basis for the recon-
struction of the administrative framework of the National Health
Service. The need to unify under one administrative entity the
tripartite division of the Health Service and to plan all health
functions on a regional basis is imperative. It is only by taking
account of these two principles that the objectives can be re-
alised, first, to provide the best form of care for the person who
needs it; second, to run the Health Service with the greatest
efficiency both in terms of finance, and of deployment of resources
of medical, nursing, and administrative man-power; thirdly, to
plan growth of the Service in terms of community services, hospi-
tals, health centres, research establishments, laboratories, and
teaching facilities; and fourthly, to weld together the various
specialties for a concerted effort against the medical and social
causes of disease and disability.

If the practice of medicine is to take full advantage of
scientific and technological progress and if it is to devote the
fruits of this progress to the greater good of humanity, then the
Health Service must have a sound and flexible administrative
structure which will make it possible to effect new advances, to
plan resources intelligently, to enable those who work in the
Service to operate as a team, and to combine all resources for
the study of disease, the prevention of illness, the care of the
sick, and the promotion of health.

The National Health Service will celebrate its twenty-first
birthday in 1969. In reaching maturity it has far greater cause for
pride than for regret in its youthful years. The Act which launched
the Service in 1948 was a magnificent legislative concept and an
unprecendented step forward in the medical and welfare field.
There became available to every citizen, whatever his financial
resources, the widest range of medical, dental, and other profes-
sional skills, including hospital and specialist care. The fact
that the administrative structure now needs some overhauling is
not an occasion for depreciating the original scheme but rather
a tribute to the interest taken by the average citizen in the
working of the Service, to the unceasing concern for the allevi-
ation of sickness and the promotion of health of those who operate
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Table showing the attendances of Mothers, Infants and

Children at Auxiliary Child Welfare Centres

Total Attendances

Children
Mothers
attending
No. of for
Centres Sessions | Consultation 1968 1967 | 1963-66

Auchinairn 21 - 36 18 10
Biggar 22 - LT 24 10
Bishopbriggs 49 - 516 326 41
Blackwood 22 - 198 168 72
Calderbank 21 - 130 94 106
Caldercruix 22 - 205 277 205 |
Carmyle 21 - 364 190 50
Carstairs Junction 22 - 105 65 4
Cleland 19 - 155 149 10
Coalburn 21 - 95 82 4
Douglas 23 - 149 175 1
Douglas Water 25 - 98 91 3
Forth 14 - 210 182 -
Harthill 22 - 269 110 19
Law 22 - 168 89 20
Mount Vemon 24 - 312 111 6
Salsburgh 23 - 287 248 32
Springboig 22 - 463 377 111
Stonehouse 22 - 356 207 110

TOTAL 437 - 4,200 2,983 814
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MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

The Mental Health Services of the County Council are under the
direction of a Senior Member of the County Medical Officer’s Staff.
Twenty Medical Officers have been appointed for the purposes of Section
27 of the Act. A team of seven Mental Health Officers carry out home
visitation of persons suffering from mental handicap, whether they are
under guardianship or informal status. The Mental Health Officers also
carry out home visitation of the mentally ill, either at the request of the
hospital psychiatrist in the case of those discharged from hospital, or at
a request of the family doctors when the mentally ill are living in the
community.

One of the problems which arises from time to time, is the mentally
handicapped adult, who, because of his behaviour in the community, has
to be admitted to hospital for training and supervision. On admission to
hospital the patient behaves well, and in a short period of time, he is
discharged from hospital because of his good behaviour. After discharge
from the hospital, the patient inevitably finds himself in trouble again,
due to the wvery poor environment that he lives in, where the parents
themselves are of limited intelligence, and consequently unable to cope
with the problem of supervising and looking after a mentally handicapped
person.

In cases of this type, the Mental Health Officer is very limited in
the amount of help he can give to the patient, and really, the only
effective method of supervising cases of this kind, is the provision of
a hostel in the community, where the experienced staff of the hostel, can
give the supervision and encouragement that the individual requires.
Plans have been made for the provision of a hostel in the future, and
there is no doubt, that the provision of residential accommodation for
cases of this type, will be a big step forward in community care.

The co-operation of the various Departments in the County, and the
various agencies outside, is gratefully acknowledged. Without the close
co-operation of other interested parties, the community care of the men-
tally disordered would not function as well as it does.

The Senior Occupational and Training Centres at Cathkin, Larkhall,
Cambuslang, and Viewpark, continue to function successfully. A glance
at the statistics show that some of the centres are admitting more trainees
than was originally intended. Fortunately because of a certain number
being off from time to time, the numbers actually attending daily at the
centre have enabled us to cope with the problem of transport.

The Senior Occupation Centre at Lanark opened in January, 1968,
and this has of course been of benefit to those in the upper ward, where
there were no facilities previously. The Centre can admit 25 trainees,
and there has been a steady attendance at the Centre over the past year.
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MISCELLANEOUS CHILD HEALTH SERVICES

MNurseries and Child Minders Regulation Act, 1948

Thirty-one Nursery Classes situated in various towns throughout the
County are registered under the provisions of the above mentioned Act,

Visits of inspection were made to all registered premises during
the year and it was confirmed that the wvarious projects were being
carried out satisfactorily.

Nurseries and Child Minders Regulations Act, 1948,

Premises Registered
at end of the year

Child Minders
Provided by Registered
Commercial Other ot end
Firms . Murseries of year

(1) (2) (3)
1. Mumber . 2] .

2. Mumber of places approved
(Cols. (1) and (2) apply)
and number of children
minded (Col. (3) opply) - 588 -

The Adoption Agencies (Scotland) Regulations, 1959

During 1968, 36 examinations were made and the results sent to
the Children's Officer.

Children and Young Persons

Visits paid under the Administration of Children’s Homes (Scotland)
Regulations, 1959.

Visits Examined on Examined on

Paid Admission Dismissal
Dunavon House 53 77 71
Ridge Park 18 22 19
Wooddean 7| 7 4

Flemington House 16 16 20
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WELFARE SERVICES

Residential Homes

There are still a great many aged people requiring beds in our
Eventide Homes and at the 31st December, 1968, 51 persons were on the
waiting list. While sites have been chosen for further Homes at Larkhall,
Viewpark, Chryston, Plains and Shotts, it would appear that the present
financial restrictions will put back the building programme for some
years to come. In fact the lack of finance will be a major setback to a
Department which has been under enforced economy for years and which
only now is getting into its stride for a speedy overhaul. Extensive
repairs and remodelling at Crosslaw House, Lanark, have had to be
shelved and the lift at Cornhill has also been rejected, for a period, for
the same reasons. However, the new Home at Loancroft House, Baillie-
ston, was given approval and work is due to commence in January, 1969.

The bed position at 31st December, 1968, iz as undemoted:-

MNo. of Beds
Cornhill 31
Crosslaw 5l
Loancroft 13
Sir John Mann House 33
Kirkton House 36

The two Homes run by Joint Committees namely, Thrashbush House
and Hamilton Home have 13 patients and 57 respectively. The latter
including 5 temporary.

At the end of the year there were 25 patients in voluntary Homes
and 6 in other local authority Homes. This Authority is also sponsoring
11 handicapped persons in Special Homes equipped to deal with their
particular handicap.

All applicants for admission to Eventide Homes are now examined
by one of the County's Medical Officers to ascertain that they can be
catered for by the facilities available in the Old People's Home con-
cerned.

The liaison which now exists between the Welfare Department and
the Hospitals® Geriatric Consultants continues to flourish and this
ensures that the needs of our elderly citizens are catered for in the
best possible way whether it be in hospital or in one of our Homes. With
the development of welfare facilities in the future to assist elderly
people, requiring some measure of support, to remain within the community,
Old People’s Homes will require in the coming years to cater for a

frailer type of resident. This will ultimately entail a higher staff to
residents ratio than in the past.
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Homeless Families

During 1968 thirty families were taken into care all of whom were
accommodated initially in Hamilton Home.

The new Hostel at Coatshill House, Blantyre, was eventually
staffed in May and has been operational throughout the remainder of the
year. This so far has been a successful venture with very little dis-
harmony among the residents which is surprising when one considers the
close proximity they haveto live with one another.

The families here are more or less self-sufficient providing their
own food, cooking same, paying for their own electricity and keeping
their own gquarters clean and tidy. Husbands are also admitted to Coats-
hill and this gives the Social Workers more contact with the entire
family.

The old Police Stations at Carfin and Holytown continue to house
two families each and the house at 5 Murray Terrace, Carnwath, now has
a single family. The latter is not entirely suitable as it is too large for
a single unit and not easily adaptable for two units. The availability
for employment for a man in this area is not good and travelling to other
districts especially where shif's are to be worked is not easy. The
tenants in these houses pay an =conomic charge and also a small sum
for the use of fumiture etc. Close supervision is kept on these families
and if they are suitable recommendations for re-housing are passed to
the County Factor.

Handicapped Persons.

During the vear 546 handicapped persons were dealt with. Aids,
appliances, ramps and rails were supplied as required and it may be
said that the aids which are given to the handicapped give them more
independence which is their greatest need, and while there are many
problems to be faced to try and attain this very few remain unsolved.
It should be noted that applications have again increased since last year
due to the fact that Social Workers and Welfare Assistants have been
included in the establishment.












51

€5 9% 16 17T it L Z1 & 601 6 TV10L
91 61 61 1€ T - - ! 9z £ smeaf ¢/ +
9 L 91 L £ 5 - 2 61 £ sIB3A C[-€9
< g 6 vT £ I - I ST t s1eak $9-Cp
01 9 o1 LE £1 T v = 1 ¥ Smak p-CT
T - 9 91 9 g = > 8 z smak $7-C1
4 = ¢ £ i 3 p = 1 = smeai p1-01
- 1 9 £l £ - s . 9 v s1eak 6-¢
I I 91 Bt g I 9 3 €1 1T sIeak -1
£l L L ¥ 9 € T - < 8 | 324 [ 1apun

sainfy] | SULPIOOY reitdsoy TVIOL | sisqiQ | suonesojjng| sButuosiod | sBuiuosiod | s[4 | swng| dnoin a8y

8, [elsuan) ey 0] _o sBl)

mensifsy penwpYy

LNAdIOOV 40 Hd AL

"896T ‘129qWad3a(] 181§ 01 Arenue[ 1S]

'sjje1g Ruisimp s, [1ouno) £q pue ‘s[elrdsol urelad £q apew suINiay wolj paredaid sjuaprooy Jo a|qe ]

HWOH HHL NI SINAdIDOV







53

uotoeay (B0 ON — )
uonoesy [edroainbyg — g
Aep 0T - Y1, 1B 15218218 Biutooep [BoldAL — W

SHYNAFIO0¥d TVIIDOTONNWNWI 40 HT8V1L

F e e e
TLp'l STH'1 L¥ LOE'E $60'T A A TV.IOL
T pTT 81 90T 6% LY 0
965 LLS 61 SET 67T 9 d
rEY $T9 01 996°T LOB'T 65T°T v
TV1OL §12UOTII0B1] JeIg [BaTpe gL ATNS sisuonnIeld PELEINE LI
[e21poi s A1uoyiny TeaTpapy s fiuomny
reisusn Ag mesH (€007 Ag [ereusn Ag yi[eaH (2207 A9
UOTIRUIIIRA-OY UOIBUIIDB A AMeWilg

xod[ews jsurede U0ITEUIDDEA










T = -




57

TSH'EE oLt ESI'E 191 08 6T BBO'E 8961-1961 QS0P B1S00G
puoaas WAl Joqump) (R0
OLR'ETT EEL'T 18T's1 9L 1T E1E'6F Low'9t BOL1-BE6] AROP JITE00G
1811) UaA1F Joquuny] [Ri0]
ZI1'8s6l DsI°L FO9° 9 THLFE BLP'ES 880" 99 B96T-9561 (a5moa frewug)
PIRUD VA JaQUnp [EI0]
R LT L i1 STI'T o BIT'T EwL
3 A ? E - Bo&1
o1 - = € 5 L96T1+961] 1 upend) SUIIDNA UT|LIPENg)
- jo suwonaalm maoj sag)y
4 - % = - - B961
L - I I § L961-+961 L] S3S0p [RI) Om]
snjd qpEg om) 21y
= = " = - - B941 =10 -op -
L9 L1 11 ZiE'l L6 A d | FeR'1 L961-T961 10 - op -
= = : - - = B961 eg sutaoes yeg
SEL D1 £ o &l F65'6 L 41 L961-T961 1eg jo suonaeiur aamp LIy
-12H0p 13)E000 PUOSSS WSALD)
4608 6 oTF'Tl GiS'S] T98'TE 661°61 ™y
= = - - - - 2941
BOT = 1 £ 4 Zst L961-+961| «UUpRN o 20w A uljupenf) jo
suona Ul 2onf LYY
BED'T £ | 62 IEE'l EF9 8961 L] -op -
E0E" 01 1L B cOT L¥s'y 1o'e L961-£961 (L] S0P [RIQ F0AN DIV
= - = - - = B961 1B10) -op -
[ 6L CO0'E Sl STT'T BEV'E L961-T961 1240 -op -
i = E = - - #9561 1es auiadup NEE
B56°LS ELF EEG'R EI&'ElL aWe'TT 5611 L961-BS61 nies Jo suonslu om) 1995y
=250 J2IE00G 1511) DAL
Ly L1 LBE'S 9€0'LZ +9'zz L' 1E 959'0F oL
= = = e - - £941
L9E e Vom - £l FoE L961-#961 | SUTjLUPEA =uonasiur 22 Yy
0sL'T z z [ 9% 189°C 8961 w0 - op -
9TLES PIL'Y A | Tel'S LL&'S L9E'ET LO61-T961 "AD) E0T0p 300 Yig
- - - . E . 8961 es - op -
YL OL 199 ROL T EOF'L1 R69'CT ¥ST'¥1 LO6T-9561 1vs suonasfur o) Qg
TVLioL sRq0 ‘wak 0b 5T ®1K yZ-91 Bk GT-§ | sk e g potEg PoE( PRINUIION, FUORE
ouTaIE N

I —













61

08T o1 T 81 1z €2 ze €1 T - [e10L B

99 £ F 6 Il cl ST 9 9 E A4 Aendsayg-uop
] L BI 6 01 It LT L g - W pue Aiojendsay
9z T I A L 9 ¥ 1 € - ®10L

bl I = [4 £ £ £ 4 T = d

<l I 1 = v £ I 1 I - W  Aoendsayg-uop
vl 8 | 4 91 tI LT 8T Cl 8 = (L2 0N

s [l ¥ L 8 6 T1 9 L4 i G|

L 9 L1 6 9 8 91 L] ¥ - W fioendsay

TVLOL | spremdn | ¢g Jopun | ¢ JOpun | G I9pun | GCf Jopun | GZ Ispun | ¢ J9pun |¢ repun I
pPuUe ¢9 | pue g¢ pue ct pue Cf pue ¢7 pue ¢ pue ¢ | pue | Japuf
sdnoin a8y

SISOTNDYHAINL WOY¥A DNIYAAANS SV AdSONOVIA SASYD J0 dagWnN

-isjuawolels mngel FUIMOT[O] 2] UT UMOYS ST SISBD Mau Jo sisoufelp paysijqeisa ay]






63

061 - 0T = 81 g 0g €0T 8961
£0T = 9 I 19 t 9z 64T L96T
6+T - £ I 06 t 0g LIE 9961
LIE - 01 - 62 £ EE 9z¢ <961
9z¢€ - o1 - 0s 6 St 0S¢ +961
0S€ - Z1 I LT i tt 8FE £961
BPE - z ; 61 8 0s LTE 7961
LTE - 01 T £9 t 8¢ Bt E 1961
BPE - 4 ¢ [4 6T t (49 EVE 0961
EFE = LT g 60T o1 RS 9€¢ 6561
9£S = 1T 4 LOT < ot <T9 BSHT
fiojenndsay-uop
68T'1 = 911 9 TSl 0€ ol ESE'T 8961
€Sl s cS o1 £l LE 1 PTR'1 L96T
81 = 9t 6 £69 HE 8CT £8€°'T 9961
ERE'T - 6t i 6ST SE 1sT 8LP'T T
BLY'T g 99 6 PET €S 182 655°T +961
655°C - cL 8 997 oL obT TEL'T £961
TEL'T : LR 8 £TT LS 66T 018°'C 7961
018t - 601 £l BLE 19 60E 790°E 1961
790't - c01 8 981 6F Fre 990°¢ 0961
990'¢ - BET 1z ROL 99 LPE IS9°€ 6561
759°¢ - 901 TT 6TE BL 96t 169°¢ |
sk ayy jo pauwITjuod 129181 pastAay paisalry P21 S98ED) mak Jo fioendsoy
pus 1B 194 10U 1J9] “Aeigg 9SBIsI(] MaN Furuurfaq
121081 S988)) 1B 10UIs
ur §I8B]) ul §asu])
pawItjuon) 1218189)y WO} P2AOWRI SISV

PI003Y UO §I8E))













67

"§152]) UIys snoiaaid INoYlim UOTIIBUIDIORA PIAISD2] URIP[IYD WIOGMIU IWOE 4

LS ‘A 15 "W g[elldsoy 2JIYSHIBUR Ul PAIBUIIIBA UIP[IYD) WIOGMS N

8TE 'd 90€ "W SIYSYIBUETT WIIMINO PIIBUIIORA UIIP[IYD)
IT1 0ET | 1 2 g9 TL |99 TL || OIE LBT |L £ 102 S81 | 80T  8BI SIVIOL
= I y e » I 5 I 7 1 I - A I I I + €T
I = = = I g I e = I e = I g ST 13pu() - OT 1240
L £ . = L A £ || F A ] =1 1P [ S T 0T 12pu(] - §T 12AQ0
g L I 5 g L |9 L || TT LT |¥ I A L1 |92 BT | ST f2pup) - QI 4240
9 & * - 9 L s SE SE |I I SE SE | 9t 9¢€ | OI #3pup) - § I3AQ
S s = = S c |S € || o1 £ % bl 111 £1 | O1 £l € Iapun - ¢ 12AQ
¥ T 3 = ¥ T |F T 6 6 T I 6 6 6 01 ¥ 18pun - € 19A0
£ 9 > - £ . O . - 9 -&a -1 S g el 81 |[TT 81 £ J2pun -T 190
L L r = r Lo L | 91 1T |- = |97 IT | 91 IT T Ppun -1 19A0
0t 9 - F 0g 9c |0 9€ || T8 69 |- i 69 |Z8 69 I 2pun
9< 85 - . 3 - = - || 60T cor1 | - " 2 : = = salqeq Wogmany,
d ‘Wl A W |4 W |4 ‘W) ‘4 W |4 W |'d W |4 W
pRl1BUIdIB A 2ANIIS04 aanefapn Joquinp PalBUIDORA 2ANISO sanefap Jagump

D'0'8 laqunp laquinp ‘DDA Jagunp laquni
§189] uInaJaqgn] §1§9 ] uI[noIagqn]
SLOVINOD-NON SLOVINOD NMONM

WA YOS UONRUIIOBA N)°)'F 12PAN PAJSAL UIINDIDEN] S1OBIN0))-UON PUE SJOEIU0.) JO JdqWnN

8961 -:1eak 2y FuuNp N0 PalIIED SUOTIRUIDORA PUR §152]1 JO siaqunu 2yl are Fummo][oj syl






69

Protection of Children

In order to protect children from infection a Scheme for the X-ray of
all persons who have children under their care is in operation. This
comprises School Teachers, Health Visitors, Home Helps, Day Nursery
Murses, Domiciliary Midwives, Queen’s Nurses and other Local Authority
Staffs.

During the year 36 members of the Nursing Staff, 151 Home Helps
and 152 other Local Authority Staff were x-rayed. These x-rays were

carried out at one of the static centres at Rutherglen, Coatbridge or
Motherwell or by the Mobile Mass Radiography Unit.

CASES OF PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS CONFIRMED BY
FORM 7B FOR 1968.

The Area Consultant Chest Physician has very kindly supplied the
following information conceming patients in Lanarkshire who suffer
from tuberculosis.

AGE AND SEX BREAKDOWN

Under 1 yr.  1-4  5-14 15-24 25-34 35-44  45-54  55-64
M FORF ME W OE M OFC W iR el F
e s T s 6 g (0 B B TH deild 3

654 Tatal Tetal
M F M F
6 2 f6 45 11

METHODOF DISCOVERY

Male Female Total
Symptoms 47 34 Bl
Contact 10 9 19
Mass Radiography [ 2 g8
Routine 3 - 3

b6 45 111
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MISCEL LANEOUS PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES

Domestic Help Scheme:

During the year, 2,034 applications for help were received, of which
2.9% were subsequently cancelled.

The following table, which shows the break-down by categories for
the last ten years, shows that there has been a steady increase in calls
for assistance from the elderly, this catégory now accounts for over 76%
of all requests for service.

Households Category
Receiving Chronic Mentally
Year Service Sick, etc. Maternity Aged I11
1959 1,122 203 229 690 -
1960 1,253 212 286 755 -
1961 1,371 249 273 849 -
1962 1,526 265 317 944 -
1963 1,741 283 300 1,155 3
1964 1,784 315 309 1,158 2
1965 1,900 388 289 1,220 3
1966 1,868 402 213 1,253 -
1967 1,911 315 191 1,398 7
1968 1,974 320 142 1,508 4

Included in the households receiving service are 297 households
who have been receiving service continuously for a period of over 5 years
and of these 53 have received service for over 10 years.

During the year 124 Helps left the Service and 121 new ones were
taken on, bringing the total on the Panel to 495. Of this number 14 are
specially selected for work with tuberculosis patients.

The Supervisor and her three Assistants travelled 26,338 miles.

The total of hours worked decreased to 617,125 in 1968, against
620,557 in 1967. The average number of hours per household was 313.
The wages paid rose to £147,021 in 1968 from £144,528 in 1967. Sick
pay cost £4,884 and holiday pay £10,630. The sum of £62,786 was
recovered from users of the Scheme, which is £629 less than in 1967. The
total expenditure, including administration was £201,573.






=

The introduction of new chiropody clinics during the year at Stone-
house, Bankhead and Chryston together with increased service at
existing clinics has reduced domiciliary treatments from 64% to 60%
of the total number of treatments. Continued expansion of facilities for
clinical treatment is contemplated. This benefits patients as facilities
for treatment are better in a clinic than a patients’ home and also the
chiropodist’s time is wholly used for treatment as no travelling between
patients is involved and this enables more patients to be treated each
session.

The monthly total of visits paid were as follows:-

January 2,779 July 2,168
February 2,624 August 2,825
March 2.561 September 2,421
April 3,004 October 2,151
May 2,586 November 3,441
June 2.375 December 2,533

Motor Mileage run totalled 83,304,

The total cost for the vear ended 31st December, 1968 was £21,469
of which £2,351 was repaid by patients. The average cost per treatment
was approximately 13/8d.
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REPORT ON THE SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICE OF THE
COUNTY OF LANARK FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31st JULY, 1968.

INTRODUCTION

The School Health Service is staffed by a team of medical officers
(on combined Health and Welfare/School Health Service duties) school
nurses, and clerical staff, accompanied by a good liaison and co-
operation with the County Health Visitors,

The aim of this service is to carry out a close and continuing
supervision of the health of children in school, to make sure that they
are appropriately placed in the school setting which will best fulfil
their needs, and to give advice to Teachers, Parents and others in
this regard, The service caters for the individual child as well as the
general needs of the community of school children, and is geared to a
system of early detection of defects which might eventually interfere
with the child's ability to benefit from education, and to follow up any
abnormalities, and give guidance wherever it is required and to whom-
Soever requires it,

In carrying out this work, there has to be a close co-ordination and
co-operation with other workers such as general practitioners, hospital
specialists, probation officers, careers officers, children’s officers, etc.
eic.

A short definition, such as this, of the work of a service merely
gives the broadest indication of what is involved and the details will
be enlarged in the ensuing paragraphs.

A relatively major change was instituted this year as a result of
the Scottish Home and Health Department's Health and Welfare Circular
No. 24/1967, which outlined changes to be made in the method of carry-
ing out the routine school medical inspection. This placed the accent on
the entrant examination at 5 years of age and a 'leaver’ examination at
age between 13 years and 14 years when the child is approaching his
last year of compulsory schooling.

These examinations became more detailed and searching and the
results were entered in a new form of record card in a manner which
was suitable for processing in the computer at The Scottish Home and
and Health Department’s Research Unit in Edinburgh., As a result of
this, much more detailed facts and figures, and statistical tables are
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available to each authority on the health of school children, This
change inevitably created a large amount of re-organisation and re-
orientation, but this was carried through satisfactorily.

Despite the fact that few routine examinations of the intermediate
age groups were done, we failed to complete the examination of all
children in the specified age groups. Of the 20,000 or so children who
fell to be examined routinely, only 14,462 were examined,

This is explained by a number of factors. There was a delay of
some 6 weeks at the beginning of_the school session in receiving the
record cards from the Scottish Home and Health Department which re-
tarded the commencement of the programme. Another important factor is
the establishment of medical officers engaged in this work. The medical
officer’s time spent on school health service work is approximately
equivalent to 14 full-time medical officers, This gives a ratio of one
medical officer to approximately 8% thousand school children. The report
of the School Home and Health Department working party on School
Health Services dated 1967 recommends a ratio of one medical officer
to 7 thousand school children.

Absence from duty for medical reasons is always a variable factor,
and the service had a particularly unfortunate year in this respect.

Requests for medical examinations for all sorts of reasons continue
to increase year by vear as well as other forms of service - lecturing
duties, advice, recommendations, reports, etc.

The premises which form the Headquarters and nerve centre of the
School Health Service give rise to concemn, being much too cramped and
overcrowded to allow efficient administration. For a service which
holds and handles some 150,000 records, record keeping and tracing
can become something of a nightmare in cramped quarters,

Despite these difficulties, the School Health Service has completed
a year of vigorous and intensive work with enthusiasm and application,
and has been encouraged by the co-operation and interest shown by all
with whom we have the privilege of working on the rewarding task of
promoting the well being of our school children.
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LIST OF STAFF

The details of the staff of the School Health Service are included
in the list set out on page of the report,

In addition, the School Health Service has a staff of 46 school
nurses,

CATEGORIES OF SCHOOLS IN THE EDUCATION AREA.

Primary 215
Secondary 28
High 18
Senior Secondary 18
Nursery Schools 2
Special Schools 5
Junior Occupatiomal Centres B
Technical Colleges 5
Agricultural College 1
Secondary, High and Senior Secondary Schools with
Primary Department 19
(included in the figure of 28 above) :
Classes in General Hospitals 4
POPULATION FIGURES.
Number of children on school register 118,147
Number of children in average attendance 108,476
Population of Lanarkshire (Mid June 1968 estimate) 606,900

FINDINGS OF ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTION.

Routine school medical examination is the method by which each
child's state of health is checked and any abnormalities noted or
dealt with, or any known abnormalities considered in relation to the
child’s education, and helpful advice given. The routine medical
examination takes place under the new scheme as stated above, at
5 years and 13 years of age, and in the intervening period attempts
are made to carry out further checks, particularly of vision and hearing
acuity.

Individual cases and special examinations are also dealt with by
the Medical Officer on his school visits working in close association
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with the headmaster and with teachers who are daily in touch with the
pupil. In this way the current medical needs of all pupils, outwith the
official age groups as well as within, are met on each school visit. In
this way we are trying to achieve a wide and more comprehensive
health supervision of the child at school, and more frequent school
visits each year. Any defects found are reported to parent and family
doctor.

In all routine examinations, by prior notice, parents are given an
invitation to attend at the medical examination to provide background
information and history, and for any abnormalities found, to be dis-
cussed,

Difficult cases may be referred for detailed investigation at the
local School Clinics, where other examinations for special purposes
e.g. for absenteeism, pre-apprenticeship applicants, part-time employ-
ment etc. are also carried out,

These and other activities come within the province of the School
Health Service and whilst providing a varied range of duty, take up a
great deal of time.

Minor ailments treatment is still part of our programme but is
steadily decreasing with the fuller implementation of the National
Health Service. Attendances at treatment centres, however, still suggest
that the need for a special service of this type is of value both as a
preventive service and to conserve the child"s time for educational
purposes, The total number of treatments for the year stands at 44,083,

Many ear, nose, throat, eye, skin and orthopaedic cases demand
specialist opinion., Prioer consultation with the family doctor on this
matter provides the necessary liaison. A copy of each report is later
sent to him. Treatment of severe defects such as rheumatism, cardiac
disease, epilepsy and orthopaedic conditions frequently requires
decisions regarding specific care in hospital, hospital school or resi-
dential home. These are carried through from headquarters,

Referral to consultants for specialist opinion can be made to the
service"s own clinic in the case of defects of eyves, ears, nose, throat,
hearing etc., and in other cases to the outpatient departments of local
hospitals, with which the School Health Service has a particularly good
relationship.

Booster immunisation for diptheria and tetanus was again carried
out and demanded a good many sessions of our doctors® time, especially
at the session's beginning. In addition a number of children continue to
be found at school who have had no immunisation in ipfancy, and they
are given a full primary course,



All children examined

All boys examined

All girls examined

All 1962 children examined
(entrants)

All 1962 boys examined
(entrants)

All 1962 girls examined
(entrants)

All 1954 children examined
(leavers)

All 1954 boys examined
(leavers)

All 1954 girls examined
(leavers)
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Tablel.
Number Number with Percentage
Examined Defects with Defects
14,462 7,499 50.10
7,386 3,968 51.49
7,076 3,531 48.71
10,252 5,561 54.17
5,265 2,987 56.73
4,987 2,574 51.61
4,210 1,938 46.03
2,121 981 46.25
2,089 957 45.81

Table 1 shows the number of examinations carried out and the
number and percentages of defects found in the various categories. To
say that 50% of all children examined had a defect of one kind or
another is not to say that half the children were found to be unhealthy,
Some of these defects are very minor ones, but have to be noted, It is
also indicative of a very high standard of routine medical examination

by the Senior Medical Officers.



= i B 3 9 5 . M -
i fl g 3L L - ;
1 @ 8 ¥ .- - 1 °J J 1 - I} L
Dinr b tanBlil 3 I 1.6 ¥ 5
S Liriini o T . f
0l f ] ]
h g +1 | e 1 -, .
1 | T il - 1
e 8n a1 4 ] | F
qnl | I d H




87

Table 4.

AVERAGE HEIGHTS AND WEIGHTS BY NUMBER IN FAMILY

SCOTLAND YEAR 1967
ENTRANTS LEAVERS
Boys Girls Boys Girls

No. in Family Height Weight Height Weight Height Weight Height Weight

Ins. Ibs. Ins. 1bs. Ing. lbs. Ins. lbs.
1 43.72 44.31 43.34 43.43 61.74 107.56 61.30 110.58
2 43.59 43.95 43.33 42.84 61.50 104.18 6H1.21 108.26
3 43.26 43.34 42.97 4221 61.07 101.45 60.25 106.03
4 43.01 42.97 42.69 41.78 60.65 99.58 60.59 104.55
5 42.66 42.38 42.31 41.09 60.37 97.52 60.34 102.92
6 42 41 42,03 42.21 40.98 59.98 96.92 59.97 101.66
7 4242 42.21 42.04 40.35 59.69 95.40 59.88 100.83
8 42.05 41.48 41.70 40.44 59.563 95.02 59.45 99.62
9 41.91 41.42 41.72 40.20 50.14 93.81 59.58 100.80
10 42.31 41.52 41.82 40.40 59.00 94.06 59.44 q99.04
11 42.31 42.24 41.56 39.44 59.33 94,32 5B.76 94.73
12 42.45 42.94 4224 40.73 60.42 99.42 50.49 101.62
13 41.64 41.14 41.94 39.53 59.50 93.70 58.86 OR.24
14 44 67 45.50 43.40 43.07 59.32 92.53 59.69 99.56
15 42.00 43.25 40.83 39.33 58.50 90.00 60.17 101.17
16 42.00 41.00 43.00 44.00 58.50 21.00 59.33 103.33

17 41.00 323.00 3850 35.00 - - - -
18 - - - = 59.00 79.00 53.00 69.00

19 - - 40.00 36.00 - - - -

20 - - - - 58.00 87.00 - -
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SPECIAL CASES

In addition to the routine examination of the specified age groups,
the school medical officers carried out examinations in school on a
certain number of intermediate age groups plus the special cases re-
ferred to them by parents and teachers viz:

of which:—

Number examined . 983
Verminous infestation 20
Impetigo 3
Scabies 10
Other skin diseases 43
Conditions of ear, nose and throat 40
Blepharitis 28
Conjunctivitis 8
Squint 23
Other diseases of the eye 12
Referred for refraction 69
Defective hearing B2
Speech defect 31
Infectious disease 5

OTHER EXAMINATIONS CARRIED OUT BY SCHOOL MEDICAL
OFFICERS.

Examination of absentees from school and
irregular attenders, 856 .

Examination of handicapped children for educational placing:-

Physically handicapped to Special School 12
Mentally handicapped to Special School 110
Mentally handicapped to Junior QOccupational Centre 24

Examination of children who wished to take up
part-time employment. 483

Which employment consisted of:-

Delivery of papers 159
Delivery of milk and rolls 93
Delivery of groceries etc. 231
Examination of children who are to appear in Court. 89
Examination of children admitted to Remand Home. 291

Examination of children going to holiday camps and
school camps 2.516

Special examinations of children attending school clinics, 1,705
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14, Regular examination of the children attending special school.

15, Regular examination of children attending junior occupation
centre,

16. Examination of children who require to attend the Breathing
Exercise Clinics.

MEDICAL TREATMENT

Our treatment services are still in some demand and in the limited
field in which they operate they fulfil their preventive function in
assessing potentially disabling conditions,

TREATMENT OF MINOR AILMENTS

Number of main clinics 11
Mumber of subsidiary clinics 21

{For further details see Tables 7 and 8).

DETAILS OF CLINICS, ATTENDANCES AND TREATMENTS

Main Clinies,

Clinics Treatments
Ajrdrie 836
Baillieston 2,644
Bellshill 1,544
Blantyre 1,474
Cambuslang 1,424
Coatbridge 785
Hami lton 646
Larkhall 103
Motherwell 208
Rutherglen 1,681
Wishaw B39
12,204
MNumber of treatments: for eye conditions 1,397
for ear conditions 558
for skin conditions 10,213
for nasal conditions 36

Treatment is also carried out at the five special schools in the
County,

Total number of treatments given in Special Schools 18,963
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EAR, NOSE AND THROAT AND AUDIOLOGY.

The County is fortunate in having the services of two Ear, Nose and
Throat Consultants to staff the E.N.T. clinic where children who are
suffering from defects of hearing and other conditions of the Ear, Nose
and Throat can be expertly examined, This clinic is held on two days
per week throughout the school session except during holiday periods,
The clinic is closely supported by the Audiometric Unit.

Children who required operation, had this carried out at Cleland
Hospital, viz:—

Cleland Hospital.

Operations for removal of Tonsils & Adenoids 331
Operations for ear conditions 204
Operations for Nasal conditions 58
Number examined and no operation required 60

AUDIOMETRIC UNIT

During the yvear 1967-68 Audiometric Testing in schools increased
considerably with the introduction of the testing of two age groups.
Testing of all children born in 1961 was completed and approximately
30% of children bom in 1956 were also tested. Outwith these two age
groups the number of children tested as special cases, requested by
Head Teachers and School Medical Officers, and those who were routinely
tested because of previous defect, also increased. Figures show that
altogether 20,681 children were tested in schools during this year,

Next session our aim is to complete the testing of two age groups
per year. By this method all children will have a hearing test in the
Infant Department and again during their final year before entering
Secondary Schools,

Twice monthly visits to Auchinraith Special School continue. All
children in the Deaf Section were tested routinely, extra time and
attention being given to the assessment of the children in the Nursery
Classes, Children from all other sections of the school were also tested
who were suspected of having impairment, and during these visits 95
children were tested,

Testing of school and pre-school children at the Audiometric Unit
has again increased and in this year a much higher percentage of the
pre-school children have been found to be severely deaf, 13 in 1967-68
compared with 4 in 1966-67.

During the last few weeks of this year the staff of the Audiometric
Unit have taken on the additional service of issuing Hearing Aids to all
children who have been recommended to wear a Hearing Aid by the
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CO-OPERATION WITH PARENTS AND TEACHERS.

The liaison of the School Health Service with parents is appreciated,
In numerous ways communications reaching our Section indicate grati-
tude for service rendered and advice given by the Staff,

Current pressure on teachers in view of staff shortages is well
known and it is not surprising that teachers do not have time to study
closely health conditions affecting their pupils. Most teachers, how-
ever, do take the opportunity of the presence of the doctor in the school
for discussion of individual health problems. Observations by the
teacher are an invaluable aid in spot-lighting health needs of the child.
These are noted and followed up.

We are happy to say that heads of schools keep in close touch
with our Service and we value the collaboration which constantly
takes place between individual Headmasters and the Central Office.

Daily contacts with the staff of the Director of Education should

be specially mentioned, particularly those with his Bursaries and
Health Services and Attendance Sections.

CO-ORDINATION WITH PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES.

Integration of school health work in the landward areas with County
child welfare section, infectious diseases section and environmental
hygiene section took place providing continuing liaison with the Public
Health Services of the County on a firm basis. Links have also been
happily maintained with Burgh Health Services, Co-ordination includes:-

Telephone interchanges of many matters of common interest.
Motification and control of infectious disease in schools.

The common use of Clinics.

Examination of child contacts of T.B. cases.

X-ray examination of chest conditions in school children,

Contacts between Nursing Staffs,

Treatment of scabies and verminous conditions.

Early notification of pre-school children who may have handi-
capping conditions affection their education when they reach
school age. This could with benefit be more intensive than at
present.

HEALTH EDUCATION.

Health education is carried out by all members of staff - to in-
dividual children, to small groups, and at every opportunity which may
present itself when coming into contact with children and parents,
There is, however, a great gap in the provision of this service on a
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broad and formal basis with a proper curriculum, At the moment, the
School Health Service responds to requests from individual schools by
providing lecturers to speak to varying age groups on healthy living
and the acquiring of desirable attitudes and habits. The lecturers can
include Doctors, Nurses or Health Visitors depending on what is
appropriate. But obviously, only a very few schools can be tackled in
this way, as there is just not the staff at present to promote a wider
campaign. The pupils in early adolescence are particularly ill served
in this regard and this is a national problem, and a national deficiency.
This age group are known to require help. advice, answers and inform-
ation on the function of their own bodies, their place in the community,
their rights and responsibilities in our Society, particularly in the
sphere of boy - girl relationships, Teachers and parents do what they
can in this matter, but in the main feel a little inadequate to tackle
some of the more sensitive subjects, Qur visits to schools where we
have had an opportunity to talk to many of these youngsters reveal that
they are eager for advice and guidance, but this is all too commonly not
available.

INSPECTION OF SCHOOL PREMISES.

At the end of their routine visits for medical inspection, Medical
Officers have made an inspection of all school premises and have, as
formerly, assessed and reported on the adequacy or otherwise of school
heating, lighting, ventilation, cleanliness, lavatory standards, drinking
water and washing facilities. Those considered to be hazardous to the
health of pupils are the subject of special reference to the Education
Department. A considerable number of improvements have been made in
older buildings, but many continue to provide extremely outdated and
undesirable sanitary facilities due to the antiquity of the premises,

The outdoor toilet blocks are a well known blight and present many
problems in maintenance and cleanliness, These toilets regularly
freeze up in winter and become unusable.

Washing facilities in some schools are of a most primitive type,
where water can only be turned on by the operation of a central key tap
by an adult, This results in children often not washing after toilet.
Provision of toilet paper is sometimes inadequate due often to abuse
and vandalism, and this has been reported in the strongest terms. A child
should be able to expect, at school, the provision of facilities of a
standard not less than he has available at home.

On the other hand, the facilities provided by the more newly built
schools are of a very satisfactory standard.

It is an interesting comment on the lowering of the age of puberty
in girls to note that we now have to deal with many requests from
Primary schools for the provision of equipment for the disposal of
personal hygiene pads.
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Another serious deficiency noted in some of the larger schools is
the absence of adequate rest room accommodation for pupils who become
unwell at school. There have been occasions when, if a boy or girl
were taken ill at school, only one could be accommodated to lie down.
Some schools have no rest room facilities at all.

Medical Suites are provided in all the newer schools, but in many
of the older schools the school doctor has to put up with extremely
inadequate apartments to carry out the examinations. School teachers
and Head teachers are in the main extremely helpful and co-operative
at the time of the doctor's visit and go out of their way to see that
provision is the best that can be made available,

Rather disturbing, however, are the cases where the medical suite
has been taken over for other school purposes, e.g. storing books or
gymnasium equipment or tuck shop supplies, made into a staff room,
taken as an extra classroom, etc., and is not available to the doctor,
despite early notification of his impending visit to the School, It is to
be hoped that these situations will decrease in incidence.

SPECIAL SCHOOLS AND CLASSES

The following special schools and occupational centres continue
to supply the needs of handicapped children ascertained as requiring
special educational treatment,

Ridgepark Special School, Lanark.
Auchinraith Special School, Bothwell,
Dalton Special School, Cambuslang.
Drumpark Special School, Bargeddie.
Knowetop Special School, Motherwell.
Hamilton Qccupational Centre,
Bothwellpark Occupational Centre.
Cambuslang Occupational Centre.
Coatbridge Occupational Centre.
Newmains Occupational Centre.
Auchinraith Unit for Spastic Children.
Loaning Occupational Centre.

Moffat Mills Occupational Centre,
East Kilbride Occupational Centre.

Pupils are collected near their homes and conveyed to and from the
schools by motor 'buses, The schools serve mainly the more densely

populated areas of the County, but increased services to rural areas
are being provided.

A minor ailments clinic under the supervision of a health visitor
provides valuable treatment for minor conditions, while a medical
officer visits each school at regular intervals to see scholars and
supervise the health of each child, Health Visitors also pay home
visits when considered necessary,
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Physically handicapped children are specially examined every six
months for transfer, if physically and educationally fit, to an ordinary
school. Mentally retarded children are re-assessed every year or two
as to their ability for a higher school, but most of these pupils remain
for the statutory period of education in a special school until the age
of 16. At that age a special conference takes place between head-
masters, doctor, parent and youth employment officer to advise on
prospects and suitability regarding employment.

In the occupational centres more severely defective children are
trained in social skills to render them more able to achieve a place in
the Community and these centres give great relief to parents who have
exacting tasks of caring for a severely handicapped child for consider-
able periods.

Blind and educationally blind children can attend the Roval School
for the Blind, Edinburgh, or, to 5t. Vincent's School for the Blind,
Tollcross, Glasgow,

Crippled children and those suffering from chronic disabilities can
be admitted to East Park Homes at Glasgow and Largs or to Castlecraig
Residential School, Peebles. These and other residential schools are
visited vearly by the Health Services Sub-Committee.

Epileptic children who are educable and who require special
attention can be accommodated at The Colony for Epileptics, Bridge
of Weir.

There are special classes in each of the special schools for the

education of children who are partially sighted, They are admitted for
special educational treatment on the advice of the School Ophthalmic

Surgeons, who continue supervision of their defect by periodic examin-
ations., The total number of children so accommodated is 23.

Children who regain their fitness are transferred back to ordinary
schools as soon as is thought educationally and physically possible,

Mentally retarded children, who, after trial for a sufficient period

in an occupational centre, are not making any progress, are excluded
and reported to the Local Authority for supervision under the Mental

Health Act, 1960.
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In addition, if a child is unfit to attend school for varying periods,
he can be recommended home tuition, usually by a local teacher if one
can be found who is available, to give a few sessions to the child per
week.

Despite this provision there are still some groups of children who
are inadequately catered for in Scotland by virtue of their special needs.

Secondary school pupils who suffer from severe and crippling
bronchial asthma often exhibit remissions to the extent of being almost
symptom free when they can live in a closely supervised and stable
environment away from home. There is no such unit in Scotland for
this age group, although Castlecraig Residential School provides
this type of care for primary school children.

Mentally retarded pupils who are educable but who become unstable
and behave in an unpredictable and often outrageous manner, often settle
down when they can be away from home for a time and attend a resi-
dential unit and continue their schooling in such surroundings. The
provision for this type of child in Scotland is meagre, and it is to be
hoped that the residential wing of Ridgepark School for mentally handi-
capped pupils will be available and functioning in the not too distant
future,

Pupils who suffer from maladjustment and emotional disturbance
became more frequent year by year, and often these children cannot be
educated in an ordinary school setting for one reason or another, There
is urgent need for units which would provide both day and residential
accommodation for such pupils, with specially trained staff and a low
pupil/staff ratio, which would also serve as an observation and investi-
gation unit in the context of the child's continuing education.

MILK IN SCHOOLS SCHEME.

The following table shows the gallonage of milk consumed each
month during the period under review,

Period from August 1967 - June 1968,

Month No. of }/3 Pints
August, 1967 783,734
September 2,018,297
October 2,192,664
November 2,044 417
December 1,530,874
January, 1968 1,904,486
February ] 1,999,796
March 2,014,346
April 1,194,900
May 2,130,831
June 1,818,594

19,632,939

Total Gallonage - 818,039,
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TWENTIETH ANNUAL REPORT BY THE
CHIEF DENTAL OFFICER

for the School and M. & C.W. Year

1st August, 1967 — 31st July, 1968.
sk offeskok ok ok

STAFF

Dental Department

Chief Dental Officer

William Gibson, L.D.S.

AREA DENTAL OFFICERS

Alexander Westwood, L.D.S. Archibald Macdonald, L.D.S.
Miss Jean W. Kennedy, B.D.S. Stanley T. Hyslop, L.D.5S.
DENTAL OFFICERS

Mrs. Mary H. Owens, L.D.S. Andrew McLean, L.D.S.
Miss Margt. 8. McDonald, L.D.S. John Hill, L..D.S§.
Miss Margt. McLachlan, L.D.S. Miss Joan Dunbar, B.D.S.
Mrs. Christina M.L. Bisset, L.D.S. John Adamson, L.D.S.
John Farrell, B.D.S. Miss Anne C. Russell, L.D.5.
James B. Yuill, B.D.S. William A. Thain, L.D.S.

(a) Mrs. Mary E. Thomson, B.D.S. Mrs. Janette Cleland, L.D.S.
Jackson Scott, L.D.S. (b) Mrs. Marilyn Orcharton, B.D.S.

Mrs.Margt. T.M. McKnight, L.D.S. Mrs. Beatrice R. Miller, L.D.S.
Mrs. Edna G.S. Sheehan, B.D.S. (c) Neil L. MacEwan, B.D.S.

(a) Resigned 8.12.67 (b) Resigned 7.7.68
(c) Re-appointed 8.3.68

DENTAL SURGERY ASSISTANTS

{a) Miss Mary Gold Miss Elizabeth Laurie
Miss Janet Espie Miss Marjorie Lindsay
Miss Jean Buchanan Miss Melita Leishman
Miss Violet Baxter Miss Seonaid Fleming
Miss Isaobel Thomson (e) Miss Marion Curr
Miss Janet Daly Miss Christine Young
Miss H elen Reid (f) Miss Shona McKnight

(b) Miss Eliz. Gardon (g) Miss Ame Ground water
Miss Mary Clydesdale Miss Janette Simpson
Miss Ellen McLuckie (h) Miss Alison MacFarlane

(c) Miss Linda Kirkland (i) Miss Sheila Mowbray
Miss Mary Clark (i) Miss Sandra Macpherson
Miss Jean Halferty (k) Miss Norma Coia

(d) Miss Moira Allan (1) Miss Marjorie Reynolds

Miss Janet Brown (m)Miss Nancy Smith
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TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COUNTY
COUNCIL AND OF THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF
THE COUNTY OF LANARK

I beg to submit the Annual Report of the Dental Inspection and
Treatment carried out by the staff for school children and the M. & C.W.
priority groups from 1st August, 1967 to 31st July, 1968,

During the year two officers resigned from the staff for domestic
reasons and a former member of staff was re-appointed. This left us
with eight vacancies in our total officer establishment of 31. Due to
the National Economic situation the Council decided to peg for one
year the total of officers at 25 which, for the present, means we end
the year with two vacancies. This decision could have meant a serious
delay in our expansion programme but, in fact, it made little difference
because new applications did not come in as they might have done. [
have hopes that recruitment will improve soon.

No new clinics have been opened this year but preparatory work
is going on for several in new schools.

Dental Health Education received it*s usual prominence and a
further 14,000 Dental Health Packs and “Happy Smile® lapel badges
were issued to the new school intake. Dental Health talks are given
to outside organisations whenever a request is made for a speaker but
more such requests would be welcomed. There is no doubt in my mind
that we are winning the battle for Dental Health but worthwhile results
are not immediate. The seeming indifference of many parents to accepting
our offer of treatment or of visiting a General Dental Practitioner is
difficult to understand but equally the appreciation voiced by parents
who do bring their children for treatment is most encouraging.

A total of six officers attended Post Graduate Courses on Ortho-
dontics and the Dental Care of Young Children and one officer went on
a course on Organisation of Dental Services. All expressed their
appreciation of being given the opportunity to attend. The benefits
gained from the instruction are quite considerable and the informal
discussions with colleagues from other areas between and after lectures
are also of value.

Statistically the figures given in the tables under the various
headings are not significant except that rather more time is being spent
on Orthodontic Treatment. In the case of Pre-school children the results
show a satisfactory increase under all headings but, once more, the
reverse is the case in respect of mothers.
























" ik i ty 1 =18 tr 5
. 5 O = i i | * il E :







125

~ The Skimmed Milk with Non Milk Fat (Scotland) (Amendment) Regu-
lations, 1968, came into operation on 26th September, 1968,

These Regulations exempt the products from <certain labelling
requirements and particularly from the requirement that they must bear
on the label the words “Unfit for Babies®. This concession has been
granted to specified products made by a limited number of manufacturers.

The Trades Description Act, 1968 which came into operation on
30th November, 1968 is legislation affecting Weights and Measures
Authorities. A varying amount of analytical work will be necessary
under this Act. In certain instances this Act will overlap the Food and
Drugs (Scotland) Act, 1956 and in these instances the sampling pro-
cedures of the Food and Drugs Act will apply.

Sections 30 and 31 refer to the testing of goods and it appears to
be very likely that the Public Analyst will be requested to do much of
the testing required on samples taken under the Act.

The following reports were received:

Food Standards Committee Report on Soups
The Report on Azodicarbonamide

Feport on Further Classes of Food Additives
Report on Jams and other Preserves.

oW

The Report on soups has been expected for some time because of
the obvious rapid increase in the sale of canned soups and dry soup
mixes. These preparations are essentially pleasant, but expensive drinks.

The Food Standards Committee have set out a number of recommen-
dations designed to protect the public. It is perhaps fortunate that the
Committee did not decide to prescribe minimal nutritional standards, and
the manufacturers can concentrate on marketing a product which would
be attractive to the public.

Azodicarbonamide; The report on the claim that this substance should
be added to the list of substances permitted to be used as bread im-
provers has been rejected for the time being. This decision is in keeping
with the policy that the number of substances employed in the bread
industry should be kept at a minimum.

Report on Further Classes of Food Additives: In this report the Food
Additives and Contaminants Committee have considered a wide range of
additives which had never before been the subject of a review and had
never been subject to control. The conclusions were that the classes
of compounds referred to as PH regulators, humectants, sequestrants,
glazing agents, anti-foaming agents, anti-caking agents and firming or
crisping agents should be reviewed and generally they consider it
essential to establish the principle that the amounts to be added to food
should never exceed the minimum gquantity necessary to obtain the
desired technological effect. This will be most important particularly
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The total number of samples analysed was 1,686 comprising 94
taken formally and 1,592 taken informally. 21 formal samples (22 per
cent) and 138 informal samples (8.6 per cent) were adulterated, or
otherwise irregular. The corresponding figures for last year were 21
per cent and 7.6 per cent respectively.

The mid 1968 population of the County Council’s administrative
area for the purpose of the Food and Drugs (Scotland) Act, 1956 was
313,200. The total number of samples received was 1,686 which gives
a sampling rate of 5.4 per 1,000 of population.

Canned Meat. The Canned Meat Product Regulations 1967 were
published in 1967 and come into operation on 31st May, 1969. In the
interval the manufacturers and retailers have had a 2 year period of
grace to enable them to improve products and clear all stocks on hand.

Prior to these Regulations the Food Manufacturers Federation had
agreed with the Association of Public Analysts in 1959, that all lun-
cheon meat would conform to the new prescribed standard of 80 per cent
of meat. In England, it appears from the Reports published by the public
analysts that manufacturers frequently withdrew stocks from areas where
deficiencies in the meat content of their luncheon meat products have
been directed to their attention. I cannot help wondering if the cans
which are withdrawn then find their way to Lanarkshire as it is only on
rare occasions ] find a can of luncheon meat which contains B0 per
cent of meat.

One sample of Lamb Stew was found to contain only 25.5 per cent
of meat, and another can labelled Mince and Onions was found to have
only 41 per cent of mince. A can described as Hot Dog Sausages, which
are sausages canned in brine were found to contain only 50 per cent of
meat,

In all the above cases action will be possible once the Canned
Meat Product Regulations come into operation.

Canned and Bottled Fruit and Vegetables. For some considerable time
it has appeared to me that amount of fruit and vegetables in cans and
bottles has been becoming progressively less, and corresponding to this
the volume of liquid appears to have become greater. During the year
several samples of canned fruit and vegetables have been submitted for
examination.

It soon became obvious that when a manufacturer stated a weight or
volume on a can or a bottle what he meant was that the figure stated
was the total weight of liquid plus edible matter in the can or bottle, and
if the figure stated was fluid oz. then that volume was the capacity of
the bottle. The weights and volumes are usually described as ‘net’
weight and ‘net’ volume. On several cans of peas, beans, mixed vege-
tables the instructions given are to heat the contents of the cans and
drain off the liquid before serving the vegetables. In my view the words
‘net weight” should apply only to the weight of vegetables or fruit.
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To give one or two examples:-

Fruit or Vegetable Net Weight Stated Drained Weight Found
Strawberries in Syrup 2.3 oz. 6 oz,

Cocktail Cherries 2.5 fl.oz. 1.7 fl. oz.
Carrots 10.5 oz. Toz.

Red Cabbage 15.5 oz. 8.5 oz.

Peas 5 oz. 4 oz,

[ submit that when a customer looks at the label on a can or bottle
and a weight or volume is stated the customer is entitled to expect that
weight or volume is the weight or volume of edible matter the buyer is
receiving for money spent. When a ‘net" weight of a can of peas, or
beans, or vegetables is stated then what the man ufacturer means isthat
the figure stated is the weight of the edible contents plus any liquid
he has added and not the weight of the edible contents only. As far as
I am aware it is not the normal custom and practice to consume the
liquid in the can, in fact as | noted above the manufacturer advises
the consumer to discard the liquid in some instances. As the cost of
production rises the producer can easily decrease the weight of peas
in each can and make good the deficiency by adding a slightly richer,
solution of salt, sugar and green dye to compensate for the loss of
weight due to their being fewer peas in the can and still conform to the
Code of Practice for peas which requires that a can of peas shall have
18 per cent TOTAL SOLIDS. To carry this argument to the ridiculous,
but none the less logical conclusion, it would be possible to make a
solution of salt, sugar and green dye to have a total solids of 19 per
cent, add two peas and sell this as a can of peas, and still conform to
the agreed Code of Practice.

It appears to me that the weight or volume stated on a can or bottle
should mean the drained weight of edible matter in the can or bottle.
This is the standard practice which applies to jams and preserves,
canned meat, meat and fish spreads, and in fact all canned products
except vegetables and fruit.

Finally I wish to direct attention to one case of considerable im-
portance though strictly it is not a Food and Drugs case and was not
completed at the end of the year, even though I give the verdict.

During the fourth quarter of 1967 a tin of salmon was brought in by
a sampling officer. The label claimed the ‘net’ weight was 3% oz. In
my view the word ‘net’ meant the weight of the salmon. I reached this
conclusion from the definition in the Concise Oxford Dictionary which
defines ‘net’ as “remaining after necessary deductions”. I condemned
the sample under the Food and Drugs (Scotland) Act, 1956. The legal
opinion was that no action could be taken under this Act.

The matter was referred to the Weights and Measures Inspector
and in due course 10 cans of salmon were submitted for examination.
The results of the examinations confirmed my earlier finding and the
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average deficiency of salmon by weight was of the order of 25 per cent.
Proceedings were taken under the Weights and Measures Act, 1963, and
the Sheriff in reaching his decision decided the word ‘net’ referred only
to the edible matter in the can of salmon and did not include the weight
of brine in the can.

Cream in Cream Cakes. Where fresh dairy cream is being used as a
filling in cake there is no necessity for the shop-keeper to display a
notice to this effect, but the purchaser should know what type of cream
is used. If no notice is displayed then the inference is that the cream
used in the cakes is dairy cream.

Three samples of cream cakes were criticised as the cream portion
was not genuine in respect that it was not dairy cream as interpreted
by Section 58(1) of the Food and Drugs (Scotland) Act, 1956.

Foreign Matter in Food. The presence of foreign matter in food is
always viewed with distaste. If insects are present then the examination
in the laboratory is directed towards identifying and determining the
magnitude of the infestation. A can of fruit with part of the fruit still in
the can was the subject of complaint. The odd feature was that the
flies which were the reason for the complaint, were just under the
surface of the liquid and not mixed with the fruit.

It was obvious, from the appearance of the can that it had been
opened, some of the contents removed, then the can must have been
placed in a corner, or a cupboard. The flies, which were house flies,
had gained access during the period of storage.

A cream sandwich biscuit was submitted for examination. Whilst the
two halves of the biscuit were satisfactory the cream filling contained
a piece of cotton thread. I do not know if a satisfactory reason to explain
the presence of the cotton thread was ever found.

Throughout the year there is a small but steady flow of complaints
regarding bread. This complaint is usually of small dark or blackish
pellets embedded in the bread which are claimed to be rodent excreta. In
this instance, as in most cases, the alleged foreign matter is charred
starchy matter.

A complaint about Strained Vegetables in Broth was basically the
same, and again it proved to be small masses of starch which had been
overheated and become discoloured.

A Pasteurised Milk, which had been opened, had a large number of
brownish particles floating on the surface. They proved to be tiny pieces
of chocolate from a chocolate flake.

Another sample of Pasteurised Milk had a large number of creamy
coloured sacks adhering to the inside of the unopened bottle. They were
discarded larval sheaths of some flies which | could not identify.
Clearly there was some serious fault at the creamery.
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A fourth complaint involving milk appeared to be a simple incident
in the normal run of complaints, but in fact is the most serious complaint
I have investigated. The two samples No. C.294 and C.295 were pint
bottles of Pasteurised Milk. At breakfast the children in the house com-
plained that the milk had a salty taste.

The samples were brought to the laboratory by the Sampling Officer.
The analyses of these samples produced some very unusual reactions
before it was established that the samples were heavily contaminated
with sodium chlorate, a popular weed killer which is readily purchased
in many shops. The contaminant was so unusual I reported the incident
to the police and later a man was charged and he was remitted to the

High Court.

One sample of Orange Crush had a thin layer of oil on the surface
which proved to be paraffin oil. This type of incident occurs from time
to time when some person has improperly used a soft drink bottle to
hold paraffin oil. The normal cleaning processes at the factory will not
remove all traces of paraffin and when the bottle is recharged with some
soft drink the contents will have a revolting taste.

A chocolate wafer biscuit was submitted because of the disgusting
taste. This biscuit, which had been purchased in a small shop in a back
street, had been stored in close proximity ta firelighters and the smell
of anthracene had been absorbed by the chocolate which was rendered
inedible.

A can of comed meat was found to contain the debris of several
flies which suggests a certain degree of infestation at the factory where
the meat was processed and canned.

Ice Cream. The improvement in the fat content in the ice cream noted
in previous years appears to have continued this year. | use the term
appears to have continued because at certain times of the year in certain
areas, the Sampling Officers have great difficulty in obtaining samples.
When the Officer calls at a shop he is told there is no ice cream in the
shop and the merchant will not be making any until much later in the day
as his whole business is in the Housing Estates at night. As a result
of this most of the samples received appear to be from large manufac-
turers.

Lumpfish Caviar. This preparation was produced in Hamburg. Caviar
is defined in the Oxford English Dictionary as the roe of the sturgeon.
Lumpfish or Lumpsacker is fairly common fish round the Scottish Coast.
It is little used commercially, the fish being rather watery. Some years
the Germans and the Dutch appear to have started to import the fish, and
this product appeared in the shops. It is a mock caviar and in my view
this fact should be stated on the label. The label also stated “VAKUUM
PACKED"™ but no vacuum could be detected in the sample I examined.
The sample was found to contain benzoic acid contrary to the Preserva-
tives in Food (Scotland) Regulations, 1962, and brown food colour not
permitted by the Colouring Matter in Food (Scotland) Regulations, 1966.
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Preserves, Low Sugar Jam. The Food Standards (Preserves) Order,
1953 states ®“Jam shall contain a percentage of soluble solids of not
less than 68.5 per cent, unless packed in hermetically sealed containers
when it shall contain not less than 65 per cent soluble solids™.

One sample I received contained only 43.6 per cent of soluble
solids. Jams prepared specially for diabetics are exempt from the
Regulations if they are clearly labelled DIABETIC JAM. This sample
was not so labelled, though it did state it was for low caloric diets
and was suitable for diabetics I cannot believe that a doctor treating
a patient for diabetes would be happy if he learned that the patient was
taking a jam containing as much sugar as this manufacturers product, or
that this product has been approved by the Diabetic Association.

Preservatives in Food. There was the usual crop of butchers who

insist on adding preservatives to mince during that period of the year
when preservatives are not permitted, or add excessive amounts of
preservative to sausages at all times of the year. It appears to me that
there are more contraventions during the winter months than there are
during the warmer periods of the year. In my view this demonstrates
there is little if any need to add sulphur dioxide to mince at any time
of the year.

One case of rather more than usual interest occurred during the
year.

A  sampling officer carrying out normal food inspection duties in
a butcher's shop noticed a large tin labelled “Super Salox™ in the back
shop. The butcher told him he used it occasionally to give his mince and
sausage a good colour. There was no list of ingredients on the can,
only instructions to add it to the rusk when making sausage meat. It was
quickly established it was not seasoning or a permitted preservative.
The white powder was in fact a mixture containing 12 per cent of
ascorbic acid, and 7 per cent nicotinamide in a reducing sugar. Any raw
meat treated with preparation will have a fresh attractive appearance.
The addition to, or the treatment of raw and improcessed meat with
these substances is prohibited in Scotland by The Meat (Treatment)
(Scotland) Regulations, 1964. Ascorbic acid and nicotinamide in mince
and sausages has caused illness in many people the usual symptoms
include tingling, prickling and burning sensations, itching and some-
times fainting. This butcher stated he was unaware that this preparation
could cause illness and was prohibited.

Pastes and Spreads. Two samples of meat paste and one of fish
paste were criticised as they were deficient in meat or fish -:on_tent
respectively. The meat spreads were unsatisfactory as they contained

less than 55 per cent mealt.

The fish spread was different in that the words on ﬂ'lm label allied
to the general appearance of the product would tend to mislead as well
as the fact that the spread was deficient in fish.
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of a car while the level of alcohol was above the prescribed limit was

very small, but one lady produced the highest blood alcohsl I recorded
during the year.

On one or two occasions I had samples from the same person, on
a second occasion, the most remarkable instance being two specimens
of blood from one man for two separate offences within the period of
five days. On the second occasion the blood alcohol was greater than
the earlier sample.

In practically all cases the experienced reporting officer is per-
fectly satisfied that the blood alcohol is in agreement with the general
behaviour of the accused at the time of the incident. There are occasions
when the officer is surprised that the blood alcohol level is so high, and
it probably indicates the accused is an alcoholic. There are other
occasions when the blood alcohol is below the level the officer expects.
There are probably many explanations for this condition, but [ wonder
if any serious investigation has ever been carried out into the concen-
tration of carbon monoxide from exhaust gases inside a motor car.
Exhaust gases can gain access into a motor car because of mechanical
failure in the exhaust system, or, fumes can be drawn into the car by
the air conditioning system of a car. This latter case could arise easily
if one car is behind a car, or lorry in a stream of traffic for any distance
or it could happen at traffic lights, or in a hotel car park. The exhaust
gases from a car contain about 4 per cent of carbon monoxide when a
car is being driven and roughly twice as much when the car is idling.
Carbon monoxide in the blood stream reduces the amount of oxygen
carried to the brain and will reduce inhibitions and cause faulty judge-
ment. From this it appears that the effect of a small amount of alcohol
will be enhanced if the accused person is suffering from mild carbon
monoxide poisoning.

If the Clean Air Act were applied perhaps motor car manufacturers
could be compelled to modify the exhaust systems of motor vehicles to
reduce the concentration of carbon monoxide in the exhaust gases.

Finally, I wonder if more could not be done to reduce the number _uf
cases caused by lack of knowledge on the part of the accused who is
frequently not aware of the potency of his favourite tipple.

Practically everyone knows that spirits are 70 proof spirit because
this is clearly stated on the label, but, beer is quite a different mattle:r.
Beer is beer, though many men prefer one brand to another and are quite
unaware that the proof spirit content of beers can vary widely, one beer
can have two or three times as much proof spirit as another and even
beers of similar type can have varying amounts of proof spirit.

I believe if the alcoholic content of beers were stated clearly on
the label, or better, the approximate alcoholic content, a man of average
weight could expect to have in his blood stream after drinking a pint
of beer then I believe there could be adrop in the number of cases coming
bafore the Courts each year.
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The other instruments are still in service at the end of the vear,
and as they showed little variation from previous years no comment
isnecessary.

MISCELLANEOUS SAMPLES

There were more samples in this goup this year than in previous
years and there was, if anything, greater variety than usual.

There were the usual problems of water appearing in gardens, or
under floors and the laboratory tried to give the Sanitary Inspector
some guidance as i the probable source, indicating where possible
whether it was surface water, domestic water, or of sewage origin. One
case was unusual in that the water was contaminated with oil from an
oil fired domestic heating system. The owner of the system did not
appear o be awarethat he was losing fuel.

There were a number of complaints of insects causing nuisance in
houses or offices. In one instance the nuisance was inside the Health
and Welfare Offices. The complaint arose after alterations to the lighting
system allowed insects to fall through the ceiling of certain rooms on
the upper floor. The insects were identified as bird lice probably from
the pigeons which had gained access to the area under the roof. The
second was a slight infection of niptus hololocus which was readily
treated.

The School Meals Section submitted several samples of food from
cooking centres from time to time. The samples were usually of dried
milk or custard powder. On occasion the milk powder had a moisture
content in excess of the maximum permitted by the Dried Milk Regula-
tions, or had excessive acidity which can cause curdling when used to
make Custard. One case of curdled custard was due to the fact that
flour had been delivered to the cocking centre in place of custard
powder.

All samples of foods examined are not taken under the Food and
Drugs (Scotland) Act, 1956. The Milk Officers submitted samples of
milk from a Creamery where the milk had an odd taste. In this case too
much detergent solution had been used in washing bottles and there
had been inadequate rinsing.

Another sample of milk from the Staff Canteen was found to be
deficient in milk fat and to contain extraneous water.

Two bags of Popcorn contained suspicious looking hlackish‘bmm
particles, The mystery was easily solved as the particles were in ffu:t
carbonised sugar, caused by overheating when the popcom was being
cooked.

The Weights and Measures Department provided many samples ,this
year as they carried out an investigation into the actual weight of :r._hbl-.-,
salmon inside a can of salmon. The cans were the same size and weight,
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WATER SUPPLY

The systematic sampling of water supplies obtained at the head
works by the Water Engineers’ staff and taken in the district by the
sampling officers, continued throughout the year.

There were more complaints than usual about the guality of the
water in the districts during 1968. The complaints were without excep-
tion, about the appearance of the water or because of excessive amounts
of solid matter in suspension.

In many previous reports I have directed attention to the fact that
this condition would arise if untreated water from Camps, Logan and
Glassford was mixed with treated water from Daer Reservoir. Treated
water from Daer Reservoir has a trace of residual aluminium (of the order
of 0.05 milligrams per litre) in solution and when this water is mixed
with water from the other reservoirs, which contain organic matter in
solution, and suitable conditions occur the aluminium flocculates out of
solution taking the organic matter with it creating the very poor appear-
ance that gives rise to the complaints . These complaints may be expected
to continue until all the water supplies which have their origin in peaty
areas, are treated with aluminium to remove the offending organic
matter.

The Lanarkshire Water Board have now accepted full responsibility
for the collection and distribution of water within the County and Burghs
of Lanarkshire and I have been authorised to provide all the assistance
I can to the Board. This will create a large amount of additional work
for some time to come until a full record of the gquality of water from all
the supplies has been obtained and recorded. In addition there will be a
considerable amount of special examinations called for to assist the
Engineer and the Board to draw up new Bye-laws. The number of such
samples this year was 64. In certain instances it was considered
desirable to carry out the determinations required at the Works or service
reservoirs, as temperature changes and agitation of the samples during
transit to the laboratory, could, and probably would have changed the
concentration of the gases in solution in the water to be analysed.

I expect that during the Spring, or early Summer, of 1969, a pro-
gramme of systematic sampling of supplies to be taken by the Boards'
Officers will be drafted out and this scheme when put into operation,
will ensure the purity and wholesomeness of all supplies will be closely

supervised.
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The undemnoted is the building programme carried out by the Local
Authority during the year.

No. of houses erected 2,046
Mo. of garages erected G608
No. of shops etc. erected 3

The County Council erected 2,046 houses during the year and closed
776 temporary houses of the pre-fab type.

As a result of the building programme alternative accommodation
became available to occupiers of unfit properties and the number of
houses listed for closure was thus reduced. At the end of 1967 the
balance of unfit houses to be dealt with was 2,963 houses. During 1968
a further 400 houses were added to this total which raised the balance
to 3,363 houses. From this last mentioned figure 706 houses were closed
and another 66 houses were removed from the list due to their renovation
or repair prior to official action being taken.

At the end of 1968 there was therefore a total of 2,591 houses re-
maining to be dealt with during the five years 1969-1973. Detailed
figures for these houses within each electoral division are given in
the following table.

HOUSING (SCOTLAND) ACT, 1966.

Statement by Electoral Divisions showing the numbers of UNFIT HOUSES
still to be closed.

Total

No. of

unfit
No.of Mo, of Houses No.of No.of Balance
Houses Houses 1968- Houses Houses ofunfit

occupied odded 1973 closed removed Houses
as at during Pro- during from as at
D.C. E.D. LOCALITY 1.1.68 1968  gromme 1968  lists 31.12.68
1 1  Crawford - . B ' o 3
Leadhills . - g A 3 1
L ondward = = =
] 2 Crawfordjohn
Abingten - - 2
Wiston - - = =
Roberton : . 3 5
Laomington - 1 1 1
Coulter - . - 3

L andward - =
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ADDRESS

98-100 Machan Road, Larkhall

62-64 Drygate Street, Larkhall

69 London Street, Larkhall

14-16 High Glengowan, Larkhall

31-33 Millar Street, Glassford

18 Bam Street, Strathaven

115-135 Carlisle Road, By Stonehouse
Hallside Farm Cottage, Dalton, Cambuslang
6 Bushevhill Street, Cambuslang

400 Hamilton Road, Flemington, Cambuslang
404 Hamilton Road, Flemington, Cambuslang
1-7A Park Street, New Stevenston

228-232 Jerviston Street, New Stevenston
68-70 Bonkle Road, Newmains

99 Chapel Road, Morningside, Newmains
141 Mill Road, Allanton

9-31 Torbothie Road, Shotts

1 Bridgend. Shotts

71-81 Springhill Road, Shotts

98-100 Rosehall Road, Shotts

2 Swinstie View, Cleland

227-233 Hamilton Road, Broomhouse

1-8 Inchneuk Terrace, Glenboig

2-4 Elswick Drive, Caldercruix

g81B-C Main Street, Calderbank

TOTAL

INFORMAL ACTION

ADDRESS

2-16 Sommerville Place, Carstairs Junction
1-19 Strawfrank Road, Carstairs Junction
20-30 Strawfrank Road, Carstairs Junction
31-37 Strawfrank Road, Carstairs Junction
88-102 Strawfrank Road, Carstairs Junction
1-51 Swinhill Terrace, Ashgillhead

Railway Cottages, Station Road, New Stevenston

73-87 Newarthill Road, Carfin
2-64A Benhar Road, Shotts
190-212 Main Street, Caldercruix

TOTAL

No. of houses

PO 3 B0 B s b N B B B D N B O D RO N

186

No. of houses

16
16
10

]
32
51

4

7
64
11

219

In addition to the foregoing the County Council, as owners, demol-

ished 871 temporary houses. Details of the numbers of

these houses by

locality are given in table G which follows and also included are the

numbers closed and demolished during 1964-1967.
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85-91 Carfin Street, New Stevensten 4

9-13A Jerviston Street,
MNew Stevenston

758-768A Old Edinburgh Road,
Viewpark, Udding ston

117 Old Mill Road, Udding ston

149-153 New Edinbwrgh Road &
1-8 Alpine Terrace, Udding ston

85-87 Main Street, Shotts

92 Rosshall Road, Shotts

9-11 Springhill Road, Shotts

11-138 Main Street, Cleland

393-399A Hamilton Road,
Broomhouse

75-77 Percy Street, Larkhall

117-123 & 129-179 Muir Street,
Larkhall

230 Glasgow Road, Blantyre

20 Croftbank Street (Livingstone
Terrace), Uddingston

23-27 Watson Street & 44-52
Spindlehowe Road, Udding ston
11 West Main Street, Harthill

No. of
Houses £
75 -
& 150 -
11 400
1 100
74 1145 -
2 75 -
1 50 -
2 120 -
] 75 -
8 407 -
2 225 -
31 400 -
3 - =
o = i
23 250 -
= g -
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Total Demolition Costs for the year 1968
Amount recovered during the year 1968

Actual Demolition Costs for the year 1968
Demolition Costs for previous years 1956/67

Total Demolition Costa to the County Council

for the years 1956/68

£6,527

Remarks

Default of owner
Default of owners

Default of owners
Default of owner

Default of owners
Default of owner
Default of owner
Default of owners
Default of owner

Default of owners
Acquired under
Housing Acts.
Acquired under
Housing Acts
Acquired under
Planning Acts -
Account for £195
not yet passed.
Acguired under
Planning Acts -
Account for E225
not yet passed.
Acquired under
Housing Acts.
Acquired under
Planning Acts.

£6,527. 6. 0d

E6,527. 6. 0Od
£49,891. 10. 5d

E56,418. 16. 5d

The Demolition Costs for each year are as follows;-

Total
Year Demolition Coats
19586 £E4,404 4 3
1957 5,239 §5 -
1958 6,662 B 1
1959 1,293 9 6
1960 3,041 16 -
1961 3,602 12 -
1962 2,359 - -
1963 T84 - -
1964 3028 = -
1965 T.502 11 7
1966 5,950 - -
1967 6,213 16 &
1968 6,527 6

£58,204 B 11

Costs
Recovered

e
179 1§ -
1 Ly RREEE
450 - -
260 - -
rpl e
120 - =
269 14 -
ga - -
13 3 6

E1,7T85 12 6

Actual
Demolition Costs

£4,404 4 3
5,059 10 -
6,484 8 1
1,843 9 6
2,781 16 -
1,602 12 -
7,284 - -
664 - -
3,624 -

7,23217 7
5,870 - -
6,040 13 -
6,527 6 -

£56,418 16 5
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owners were advised of their responsibilities. In this way many temporary
measures were taken to remove danger and protect roofs from the weather.
In the absence of any serious attempt to take remedial mMeasures, numerous
cases were the subject of action under the nuisance procedure of The
Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1897, others under the Building (Scotland)
Act, 1959 as dangerous buildings, and others less serious through inti-
mation by letter. Lack of funds, however, and the inability to obtain the
services of tradesmen were obstacles to the execution by the owners of
remedial work of a permanent and more expensive nature.

On 26th January, 1968, the Scottish Development Department issued
a circular to local authorities giving information about a scheme for
Government Assistance to local authorities towards the cost of repairing
damage arising from the storm, explaining the terms on which assistance
would be given and inviting local authorities to submit applications.

The scheme permitted local authorities to undertake the responsi-
bility for repairs to houses in private ownership and to recover the costs
from the owners concerned. Any deficit falling on the local authority as
a result of this work would attract a special 75 per cent government
grant. It was envisaged that this deficit might arise in cases, particularly
of owner occupiers, where insistence on recovery of the whole cost of
the repair would cause hardship, even if the recovery were spread over
a period of years. It was for the local authority, in the light of all the
circumstances of each case, to decide the actual amount to be recovered
from the owner.

Following a number of enquiries being received from the owners and
factors of privately owned tenement houses in the landward area of the
County, the Health and Welfare (Executive) Sub-Committee on considering
the position agreed to adopt the following scheme:-

Where applications for assistance were received, the position with
regard to each property would be assessed (e.g. its expected life; the
total cost: where properties were “unfit™ the availability of altemative
accommodation etc.) and where the owner or factor was unable to com-
mission repairs:-

(1) the owner would be required to notify his insurers, if any;

(2) the building would be inspected by a technical or profcss}nnai
officer of the County Council in company, if possible, with a
representative of the owner and the Contractor:-

(a) to decide whether it was capable of satisfactory repair, and
(b) to prepare an outline statement of the repairs to be authorised.

(3) where possible an estimate would be obtained from the Contractor;

(4) the owner would be required to sign a document giving authority to
the County Council to carry out the work and undertaking to repay

the cost of approved repairs;

(5) when the owner had signed the necessary authority and undertaking
the County Council would instruct the Contractor to carry out the
repairs;
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(6) on completion of the work:-

(a) the County Council would pay the Contractor on the basis of the
estimate or if necessary on the basis of the agreed rates;

(b) the County Council would take steps to recover the cost from
the owner, if necessary over a period of years, and

(c) if the County Council was unable to recover the cost they
could consider taking over the property in default.

The Secretary of State approved of the scheme and welcomed the
County Council’s initiative and confirmed that a special grant of 75%
would be paid on the net deficit between the expenditure incurred on
private houses and receipts obtained from the owners.

A total of 402 forms of undertaking were issued to owners of private
dwellings upon requests being received to participate in the scheme of
assistance, B0 relating to individual owners and 322 in respect of *let”
property. Eighty-three forms were completed and returned in respect of
106 dwellinghouses and authorisations were sent to the factors or agents
concerned for permanent repair work to be carried out to 70 of these. This
resulted in 50 houses receiving permanent repairs under the scheme of
assistance during the year. Applications in respect of the remaining 36
dwellinghouses were still to be considered by the Health and Welfare
Committee at the end of the year.

The County Council agreed to pay the entire cost of repair in one
case where the owner-occupier had satisfactorily completed repairs to
his house without participating in the scheme, but had subsequently
been unable to meet the cost of these repairs. In this case the payment
made was based on hardship grounds as the person involved was in
receipt of National Assistance.

In April, the Scottish Development Department intimated that they
would call for monthly progress reports on storm damage repairs. The
information returned in respect of private houses at 31st December, 1968,
was as follows:-

Total number of houses damaged 5,788
Number of houses repaired as at 31st December, 1968 5,200

In view of the very scattered nature of the County however, and the
very widespread effect of the storm, the number of houses shown to be
damaged could only be an approximation.

By the end of the year all but 588 of the houses damaged had still
to be permanently repaired, but more than half of this number are sub-
standard and have been or are likely to be affected by closing or demo-
lition orders in terms of Section 15 of the Housing (Scotland) Act, 1966,
at various times within the foreseeable future. A review of these cases
will be necessary to assess the position with regard to the carrying out
of repairs other than those considered as urgently necessary for the
removal of nuisance conditions.



175

Most of the remaining houses still to be repaired are situated in
large tenemental type properties in the areas bordering on the City of
Glasgow. In the majority of these cases, the factors who undertake the
normal factoring services for the properties are also concerned with a
large number of properties in the City itself and normally employ Glasgow
firms of tradesmen to carry out this work. Some of these tradesmen,
apart from being overburdened by the amount of storm damage repair work
in the City, are under some form of direction by a central labour organis-
ation formed by the Corporation of Glasgow to deal with the problem in
the City, which would account for the delay in permanent repair work
being carried out to the properties in this County..Indeed, in some cases
where forms of undertaking had been submitted and written mandates sent
to the factors authorising them to instruct the work as per the schedules
of the forms of undertaking the tradesmen had been unable to effect the
repairs at the end of the year because of pressure of work elsewhere. It
is anticipated, however, that permanent or semi-permanent repairs,
depending on the future life of the properties concerned, will be completed
during the early part of 1969.
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HOUSING GRANTS

Interest is still being maintained in the two grant schemes, improve-
ment and standard, although the number of enguiries dropped slightly
from last year. 192 surveys of houses were made, and, as in former
years, the County Planning Officer was consulted in each case to advise
on the planning position before a decision on the application could be
made. For the same reasons mentioned in previous reports the formal
applications, 30 in number, submitted to and considered by the Housing
Committee fell far short of the preliminary enquiries. These applications
consisted of proposed improvements to 23 houses, the conversion of
1 house into 2 houses, the combination of 12 houses to form 6 houses,
and the conversion of a mill building into a house.

The approved works were estimated to cost £60,241.19.11d, and the
grant-aid promised amounted to £15,093.6.10d.

Applications previously considered:- Improvements to 23 houses, the
combination of 4 houses into 2 houses, the conversion of 2 houses into
4 houses (grant paid on 3 houses) and the conversion of a shop into a
house, were completed during the year and grants paid as undernoted:-

Situation Cost Grant
Woodend, Dolphinton £2,429.18. 9 £400. 0. O
5 Sidehead Road, Stonehouse 1,612,14. 4 500. 0. O
6 Shawton Road, Chapelton 974. 0. 0 500. 0. O
47 Drygate Street, Larkhall 1,681. 0. &6 500. 0. 0
1 Bowman Flat, Larkhall 1,352.10. 0 500. 0. 0
84/86 Main Street, Cleland 1,357.15. 0 500. 0. 0
Tashieburn, Forth 1,932. 0. 0 500. 0. 0
96 Main Street, Newmains 2,123, 3..5 500. 0. 0
Shawton Farm, Chapelton 3,825.19. 0 500. 0. O
27 Camne than Street, Stonehouse 970. 0. 0 492. 0. 9
146 Strathaven Road, Eddlewood 1,453. 5. 0 S00. 0. 0
Midton Cottage, Gartcosh 2,395. 4. 0 500. 0. 0
Dvkehead Farm, Hamilton 1,943.17. 7 500. 0. O
West Coldstream Farm, Strathaven 2,679. 7. 0 500. 0. 0
40 Strutherhill, Larkhall 1,079. 0. 0 469. 0. 0
2 Quarry Street, Larkhall 1,277. 1.10 500. 0. 0
19 Bowling Green Road, Strathaven 1,214. 9. 5 500. 0. 0
The Peel, Busby 4,576. 0. 0 500. 0. O
30 Townhead Street, Strathaven 2,599. 0. 0 1,000. 0. 0
57 Kirk Street, Strathaven 1,388.18.11 500. 0. 0
26 Hutchison Place, Cambuslang 850. 4. 0 389.18. 0
3 Manse Brae, Dalserf 1,884. 4.10 500. 0. 0
68 East Kilbride Road, Busby 2,200. 0. O 500. 0. 0
17 Baillieston Road, Glasgow, E.2. 756.19. 0 S1d5 3 3
Linthaugh, Stonehouse 989, 3. 0 500. 0. O
3 Lanark Road, Braidwood 1,526. 1. 6 500. 0. 0
Boat Farm, Thankerton 2,401. 2. 6 500. 0. O
3 Flemington Farm Cottages, Cambuslang 963. 0. 0 481.10. 0

£14,043.14. 0

£50,435.19. 7
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STANDARD GRANTS

New Applications:- 15 applications for the installation of Standard
Amenities in 16 houses were approved during the year, the estimated
cost of the proposed works being £6,541.13.44d.

Applications previously considered:- Grants amounting in all to
£6,511.5.10d were paid in respect of the installation of standard amen-
ities in the undernoted 35 houses, the actual cost of this work being
£16,106.10.84d.

Situation Cost Grant
89 Kirk Street, Strathaven £325.10. 0 £155. 0. 0
33 Dalmarnock Road, Rutherglen 2,700. 0. 0O 930. 0. O
(6 houses) (450 per house) :
2 Church Street, Chapelton 320. 0. 0 155. 0. O
140 Auchinraith Road, High Blantyre 320. 0. 0O 155. 0. 0
19 Townhead Street, Strathaven 519, 9. 8 155. 0. O
110 Hirst Road, Harthill 863.12. 6 350. 0. 0
9 Alston Street, Glassford 310. 0. O 155. 0. 0
30 Carstairs Road, Carstairs 544.17. 9 250. 0. 0
19 McNeil Street, Larkhall 435. 0. 0 215. 0. 0
East Hook head Cottage, Drumclog 420. 0. 0 155. 0. O
East Park, Elsrickle 710. 0. O 350. 0. 0
" Gillmill, Blackwood 387. 5. 0 190. 0. 0
13 Alston Street, Glassford 396. 8. 9 130. 0. 0
58 Biggar Road, Cleland 297.18. 5 148.19. 2
7 Manse Road, Crawfordjohn 560. 6. 2 280. 0. O
45 Claude Street, Larkhall 650. 0. 0 300. 0. 0
19 Lanark Road, Crossford 306.17. 3 153. 8. 7
61 Main Street, Braechead 700. 0. 0 335. 0. 0
204 Lanark Road, Hazelbank 801.11. O 130. 0. O
75 Main Street, Chryston 217.16. 2 108.18. 1
16 Cammwath Road, Braehead 503. 0. 0 215. 0. O
Whitehill Farmhouse, 111 Glenmavis
Road, Airdrie 615.18.11 190. 0. 0
128 Machan Road, Larkhall 560. 0. 0 280. 0. O
52 Hamilton Road, Cambus lang 371.14. 3 155. 0. 0
24 Rosebank, Carluke 472. 0. 0 155. 0. O
71 Manse Road, Newmains 418.16. 0 115. 0. 0
Pollockshill, Newhouse 402. 0. 0 170. 0. 0
(2 houses)
59a Station Road, Law 376. 4. 3 155. 0. 0
115 Langmuirhead Road, Lenzie 600. 4. 7 275. 0. 0

£16,106.10. 8 £6,511. 5.10

From the foregoing it will be seen that a furthc::. 63 houses were
either improved or formed with the aid of grants Flunng rhlc year. The
total number of houses now improved in this way since the inception of
both schemes is 699,
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All applications for Building Warrant, costing more than £500 or
buildings having a cubic capacity of more than 4,000 cu.ft., were con-
sidered by the Buildings Authority. There were no refusals, the plans of
all 559 major applications submitted to the Authority having been ad-
justed to meet the requirementsof the Regulations by agreement with the
applicants or their agents, except where the Secretary of State directed
otherwise.

As in previous years very few of the applications submitted com-
plied with the Regulations and rather than lodge objections to the
granting of the Warrants, the applicants were given the opportunity of
adjusting the plans or applying to the Secretary of State for a relaxation
of the Regulations, a rnght of which some took advantage, since 33
‘Directions’ were made. In two cases the Secretary of State refused to
give a Direction, and the applicants had therefore no option but to amend
the plans © comply with the Regulations.

Ten objections were formally lodged with the Clerk to the Buildings
Authority, two by the Master of Works and eight by affected proprietors.
The two objections by the Master of Works (both in respect of lack of
sufficient toilet accommodation in station buildings) were subseguently
withdrawn, the applicants in the interval having submitted revised plans
to comply with the Building Standards Regulations. One objection by an
affected proprietor was also withdrawn, the objector having decided
that his interests were not affected. Seven objections were heard by the
Buildings Authority, but since the proposals were in conformity with the
Building Standards Regulations the Authority agreed that in each case
the appropriate Warrant should be granted.

During routine inspections a number of buildings were found to be
either erected or in course of erection, or a deviation from the approved
plan had taken place without the sanction of the Buildings Authority.
Where these unauthorised developments were discovered a Notice under
Section 10 of the Act was served on the person concerned giving him a
period of time to show cause to the Buildings Authority why he should
not be required to execute the operations necessary to make the building
conform to the Regulations. Seventy-four Notices were served during
the year, resulting in most cases in applications being lodged or the
irregularities being remedied soon thereafter. Eight cases, where no
action had been taken within the prescribed period, were reported to the
Clerk to the Buildings Authority. 5ix of these cases were considered by
the Authority, but it was only necessary to serve Orders in three in-
stances, since during the interval the terms of the Notices had been
complied with except in one case which was continued to allow an
application to be submitted.

Court proceedings were taken in connection with a contravention of
the Act, work on a new service station having commenced without a
Warrant being obtained. The owner was found guilty, but given an
absolute discharge, at Hamilton Sheriff Court on 7th February, 1968.

In addition, one case of a continuing offence, that of an unauthorised
conversion of a shop to a cafeteria for which a fine of £35 was imposed
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on 18th May, 1967, was reported to the Buildings Authority and it was
agreed that the matter again be reported to the Procurator Fiscal with a
view to Court proceedings being instituted.

Twenty courtesy plans were received, one from the Ministry of
Public Buildings and Works; one from the Board of Management for Glas-
gow Royal Infirmary; seventeen from the Scottish Industrial Estates; and
one from Western Regional Hospital Board. In each case the proposals
were examined in terms of the Building Standards Regulations and the
various ‘Crown® Departments advised as to any amendments necessary
to comply with the Regulations.

As in former years it was found necessary to make a number of
consultations before disposing of applications, 460 being referred to
the Water Engineer; 353 to the County Surveyor (Drainage Section); 982
to the County Surveyor in respect of new accesses to highways and 169
in respect of applications under Section B of the Act to erect barricades,
etc., and/or deposit materials on roads; 163 to the Firemaster, who has
an interest in buildings frequented by the public and factories, offices
and shops; 134 to the County Factor involving County Council property;
and 44 to the County Assessor.

In addition the Factory Inspector was advised that 17 applications
had been lodged in respect of factory premises, and the Rivers Pollution
Inspector was informed of 39 developments involving discharges to
water courses.

87 reports were forwarded to the County Planning Officer in respect
of planning applications.

12,501 routine inspections were made of the works in progress, and
4,245 tests made of the drains and sanitary fittings. The Clerk to the
Buildings Authority was authorised to issue Certificates of Completion
in respect of 2,215 Local Authority houses, 593 private houses and
24 other buildings, as well as 2 temporary Certificates to allow of
partly completed buildings being occupied.

Towards the end of the year the Draft Building Standards (Scotland)
Amendment Regulations, 1968, were issued, along with a Memorandum
explaining the amendments. The draft Regulations and the Memorandum
were to be made available for public inspection together with a Notice
allowing representations to be lodged until 31st December, 1915?!. The
proposed amendments are quite extensive, and are designed to bnn.g the
Building Standards Regulations up to date in the light of experience
and of developments in building practice.
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DRAINAGE

There were a number of drainage problems investigated throughout
the County during the year. The occurrences were mainly due to lack of
attention to or misuse of existing drainage systems, the result of defects
occurring in hitherto satisfactory drainage systems, or a recurrence of
conditions mentioned in previous Annual Reports. Some cases of this
kind were referred to the Drainage Division of the County Survevor's
Department and action was taken to effect a remedy. Many complaints
were received about flooding of low-lying garden ground, usually by
choked or defective field drains, and every effort was made, by advice,
to assist householders to trace and deal with the sources and thus
eliminate the trouble. Whatever the problem, however, the sanitary
inspector was invariably involved in its investigation.

Some of the cases dealt with are referred to below:-

Baillieston, Greengairs and Calderbank Areas:- The lack of adequate
sewers for parts of these areas resulted in investigations being made
at the request of the County Surveyor into the condition of ditches
receiving discharges from the existing sewage systems. In the case of
Crosshill, Baillieston and Wattstown, Greengairs, the unsatisfactory
state of the ditches was confirmed and at Baillieston the work of provid-
ing a new outfall sewer was commenced. At Wattstown where the ditch
is effected by the effluent from septic tanks it was recommended to the
County Surveyor that the area should be linked up to the Greengairs
sewerage system as soon as possible. The investigation of the Kennel
Burn between Chapelhall and Calderbank did not reveal conditions
which could be described as a public health nuisance at the time of
inspection since the dilution obtaining appeared to be satisfactory.

Bothlyn Bufn, Gartcosh;- New roadworks in connection with the Mary-

ville/Pleaknowe Motorway are likely to interfere with the present oil
intercepting arrangements at the Gartcosh Strip Mill and with this in
mind, proposals for a new plant are at present the subject of discussion
between the Clyde River Purification Board and the firm concerned.

Kings Park Avenue, Bankhead, Rutherglen:- Complaints were received
from house owners in this avenue about flooding of their gardens which

was attributed to a bumn on ground at the rear. The owners were advised
of the action they should take,

Kirkton Avenue, High Blantyre:- Aheavy rainstorm resulted in flooding
at the rear of County Council houses in Kirkton Avenue. The County
Factor was requested to approach the owners of the adjoining ground
with a view to the deepening of an existing ditch. This work was sub-
sequently carried out with the result that no further complaints were
received from the occupiers of the affected houses.

Priestfield Temporary Scheme, High Blantyre:- A choked culvert under

a railway embankment on the perimeter of this scheme presented a danger
to children as water had accumulated to a considerable depth. Employees
of the District Council cleared the obstruction and this removed the
danger.
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Waterfoot, Busby:- A petition was received in June from the residents
of the village of Waterfoot in Renfrewshire about offensive smells from
the White Cart River which forms the County boundary with Renfrewshire.
The source of the pollution was waced to a farm at Thorntonhall where
it was found that silage liquor and byre wash were being discharged into
the river. The matter was referred to the Clyde River Purification Board's
Inspector, and, following a joint visit by a Board Official and the local
sanitary inspector to the farm, remedial measures were suggested which
subsequently proved effective in coping with the discharge.

Trossachs Road, Cathkin:- A complaint was made via the Scottish
Development Department about flooding of gardens in this road from a
pond in adjacent private ground belonging to a Children’s Home. A
choked inlet to the culvert from this pond was cleared and this eliminated
the complaint

Skelly Gill Burn, Larkhall:- Complaints were again received during the
year regarding pollution of this burn and subsequent inspections con-
firmed the presence of sewage. It was suspected that some house drains
from the nearby new County Housing Development had been connected in
error to the surface water drain discharging into the burn, and a full
investigation by officials of the County Architect’s Department was
requested. This confirmed the cause of the pollution and the faulty
connections were traced and properly connected to the sewer. No further
evidence of pollution was observed at subsequent inspections.

Elsrickle:- The drainage ditch which is culverted across the Elsrickle-
Walston right-of-way was again the subject of complaints from adjacent
householders but cleaning operations carried out by the District Council
resolved the matter.

Springhill Burn, Douglas:- Complaints were received from the adjacent
council housing scheme of a foul smell from this burn and investigation
showed this to be due to silage effluent from Springhill Farm. The
effluent normally discharges to a soakaway but a leakage had evidently
developed and affected the burn. The Inspector of the Clyde River
Purification Board wok the matter up with the farmer and after the
leakage had dried up cleaning operations by the Highways Department
to the bed of the burn materially improved its condition.

WATER SUPPLY

During the year 124 water samples for chemical analyses and 121
for bacteriological examination were taken from both private and public
supplies either as a routine measure or because of complaint. Several
complaints of discoloration were received in different areas. Dismi_m-
ation was usually found t be due to the condition of terminal mains
and remedial measures were taken by the staff of the Lanarkshire Water
Board. In one instance, the main serving five houses in a cul-de-sac
had to be extended to the end of the cul-de-sac before a satisfactory

supply of water could be obtained.
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SWIMMING BATHS

Samples of water from the ponds were obtained at Shotts, Bellshill
and Larkhall Baths - 32 for chemical analyses and 67 for bacteriological
examination.

Shotts Baths:- The results obtained from the samples of pond water
indicated that conditions were satisfactory.

Bellshill Baths:- Samples of swimming pond water were generally
satisfactory although, on a few occasions, the albuminoid ammonia
content and the level of free chlorine were noted to be higher than was
desirable. The Baths Superintendent was advised accordingly.

Larkhall Baths;- Regular sampling of the water was maintained and
generally found to be satisfactory. On a number of occasions, however,
the County Chemist reported that the levels of free chlorine in the water
were rather high. The attention of the Baths Superintendent had been
drawn to this matter during 1967, and it was again recommended to him
that a reduction of the free chlorine level was desirable to avoid dis-
comfort to bathers. It has to be borne in mind, however, that it is some-
times difficult to pre-determine the number of persons likely to use
the pond on any particular day and to regulate the chlorine content
accordingly. Nevertheless it is essential that the person in charge of
the baths should be constantly aware of the number using the baths in
order that the free chlorine level is within acceptable limits.
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the purpose of obtaining a decree to carry out the necessary work from
the Sheriff. The following case was dealt with in this way.

5, 7 and 9 Muiredge Street, Uddingston;- The initial procedure under
the Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1897, was more prolonged than usual
due to a change of ownership. The roof of the property had been very
extensively damaged by the storm and although the dwellings were
listed for closure there was no prospect of their being dealt with for at
least a year. The Sheriff gave the necessary decree to the County
Council to repair the roof and this work was carried out at a cost of
£245.8.0d with Court expenses of £11.6.2d.

11-15 Fallside Road, Bothwell:- This tenement property was mainly
occupied by individual house owners and on the drainage system
becoming choked no one would undertake the remedial work. Some delay
was experienced in taking the case to the Sheriff due to the Courts
being on holiday. The Sheriff finally granted decree, however, and the
drain was cleared by the County Council at a cost of £28.10.0d - with
expenses of te action amounting to £16.16.0d.

The delays experienced by cases of this kind led the County
Council to make a request to the Association of County Councils to
recommend the bringing into force of the provisions of the Sewerage
(Scotland) Act, 1968, allowing a much shorter procedure to be adopted
where immediate action is necessary to remedy defective drains. It was
apparent from the reply received that the new Act will not become
operative until the economy of the country generally has improved.

Carmyle:- Mineral boring operations were carried out in the garden
of the block of vacated Council houses referred to in last Annual Report
and latterly a large area of the front garden was excavated and the sides
of the excavation secured with sheet steel piles. At the end of the year
the excavation was infilled with slag to the former level of the garden
and the steel piles were withdrawn.

Eastfield Quarry, Cambuslang:- Indiscriminate dumping of rubbish and
burning of scrap again gave cause for complaint. Suggestions made to
the County Architect for infilling the quarry, removing the lock-up
garages and fencing off the area were under consideration at the end
of the year.

There are a number of other sites in the County affected by 'Il.hE
“tip and run® dumper and despite good service from the Clcalnsmg
personnel in removing the larger items abandoned :md_ a free service to
householders for the removal of bulky household articles the prnt:'phlzm
appears to increase rather than diminish. Approximately 4,000 visits
were made to dwellings to remove unwanted furniture etc., and ?.cfmc
600 visits to tidy various unauthorised dumps. The present cnn:i_hltmn
of the dumping grounds may be bad enough at present but conditions
would be very much worse if the service referred to had not been

introduced.
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fan. It was only a matter of time however until the shop became so filled
with steam that the owner was forced to put the fan back into operation.
The wmouble was eventually traced to a worn bush in the exhaust fan
motor and after some persuasion the owner agreed to fit a new bush thus
removing any further cause for complaint.

Bakery, Uddingston;- A complaint was received from a nearby resident
about excessive noise from the bakery machinery and the noise was
traced to refining machinery in which steel hammers rotate at high
speed. Six new machines of this type had been installed and the normal
running-in period for these was about three months during which time
they could be expected to produce a high noise level. Readings were
taken by Noise Level Meter and the machines were found to emit noise
well above an acceptable level. [t transpired, however, that the em-
ployees on the late shift were in the habit of opening all the windows
on the side of the bakery nearest the property where the complainer
lived. The owner of the bakery undertook to ensure that these windows
were kept closed and since then no further complaints have been re-
ceived.

Several other complaints were made of excessive noise from various
sources throughout the County but on investigation these were not
regarded as cases which would justify action in terms of the Act.
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owners to demolish the building. The occupier of the shop vacated the
premises and the tenement was demolished by the County Council in
accordance with the terms of the Notice and subsequent Order. The
situation of this large tenement in a relatively open area of land with
no near neighbours of similar size and construction always seemed out
of place and high-lighted its drab exterior and amenities. Its presence
in the area probably emphasised the absence of any Planning Authority
in the early part of this century, but from the aspect of appearance alone
few will regret its departure.

158/768a Old Edinburgh Road, Viewpark, Uddingston:- This property
was referred to in last Annual Report and the action being taken in Court
to evict the remaining occupier in order to permit demolition to be com-
pleted. The Council were successful in their action and after removal

of the remaining tenant the property was razed to the ground.

nri treet, Uddingston;- A large chimneyhead and parts
of the mutual gable collapsed at this address during the January storm.
The position in which some of the stonework rested on the timbers of
the roof was highly dangerous, and, after Notice had been given to the
various owners 1o take remedial action they engaged tradesmen to
remove the danger and re-build the wall and chimneyhead.

228232 Jerviston Street, New Stevenston;= During the very protracted
work of demolition of this two-storey property by the owners it became
necessary to take action under the Act in respect of parts of the building
left in an extremely dangerous condition. This had the desired effect and

the demolition work was completed satisfactorily.

136 Manse Road, Newmains;- This cottage had been standing empty
for some considerable time and became dangerous because of the action
of vandals. After Notice had been given to the owners they arranged for
its demolition and removal from the site.

4/18 Clyde Street, Carluke:- A chimneyhead damaged in the storm at
this vacant property became dangerous and after Notice had been served

the shattered stonework was removed.

11 Garngour Road and 20 New Road, Lesmahagow:- One owner/

occupier remained in this two-storey property when the west chimneyhead
became dangerous. The statutory procedure required to be followed,
since there were various owners and none would accept responsibility.
The County Council had eventually to take down the chimneyhead when
the period allowed by Notice and Order had expired.
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Moreover, action by the Police in getting the “travellers® removed,
usually only results in them removing from one gunauthorised site to
another, frequently returning again to the original site. Lanarkshire is
particularly subject to invasion by this type of caravan dweller, most of
whom are engaged in scrap metal dealing, owing to its convenient situa=
tion to the sources of supply of this material, which appears to provide
a fairly lucrative business. The problem has led the Government to pass
the Caravan Sites Act, 1968, applicable only to England and Wales.
Part I1 of this Act, entitled "Gypsy Encampments™, makes it the duty of
certain local authorities to provide adeguate caravan sites so far as
may be necessary for gypsies residing in or resorting to their areas.
“Gypsies”™ are defined in the Act as persons of nomadic habit of life,
whatever their race or origin, but excludes organised groups of travelling
showmen or persons engaged in travelling circuses., The Order bringing
this part of the Act into force has not yet been made, and it therefore
remains to be seen whether this legislation will solve the problem and
whether a similar Act will be applied to Scotland.

Twoof theunauthorised sites remaining at the end of the year were
awaiting the outcome of applications for planning permission, and action
was being pursued to have the caravans removed from the other five
sites.

Only 11 of the 46 authorised sites in the County are licensed for
more than 10 caravans, the 2 largest sites being licensed for 60 and 63
caravans respectively. The owner of one site for 15 caravans was
reported to the Procurator Fiscal for failing to comply with the conditions
of his site licence. Before the case could be called in Court the Scottish
Development Department acquired the site, as part of the land reguired
for the new Maryville to Pleaknowe motorway, and the site was closed
down and all the caravans removed by the end of the year. The owner of
another caravan site licensed for 13 caravans was also reported to t‘hr.
Procurator Fiscal for failing to comply with the conditions of his site
licence, including the fact that more than the permitted number of
caravans were on the site, but the case had not been called in Court

by the end of the year.
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No. of
Premises
No abstract of the Act on display 206
No thermometer 164
No suitable first-aid box 144
Lack of suitable ventilation 91
Dangerous condition of floors, passages, stairs 20
Nohot water at washing facilities 38
Insufficient artificial lighting 29
Lack of cleanliness 15
Insufficient temperature or no means of heating 14
Machinery not properly guarded 11
Lack of suitable washing facilities 7
Overcrowding in terms of floor area per person 1

As can be seen from the above figures, failure to provide a thermo-
meter, an abstract of the Act or a suitable first-aid box constituted the
vast majority of the contraventions found. Considering that these items
can be obtained at very little expense there would appear to be no
legitimate reason for failure to provide them, particularly since any
intimation sent in connection with contraventions included information
as to the contents of the first-aid box required and the source from which
an abstract of the Act could be obtained.

In 14 of the premises visited, a reasonable temperature was not
being maintained. Eleven of these were butchers' shops and in these
cases the occupiers were asked to provide conveniently accessible and
effective means for enabling the employees to warm themselves.

In addition, the number of contraventions of Section 9 of the Act
dealing with sanitary conveniences totalled 158 and included contra-
ventions relating to lighting, ventilation, cleanliness and disrepair. In
40 premises there was no intervening ventilated space between the
sanitary convenience and the work room, but in 15 of these cases,
because of the lack of space, it was suggested to the occupier that the
fitting of an extractor fan in the compartment would meet the reguirement.
The number of premises with insufficient or no watercloset accommo-
dation caused some concern, there being 24 in the former category and
18 in the latter category. Twenty-one of the premises concerned were
situated within Comprehensive Develepment Areas.

In all instances where contraventions of this kind were found to
exist, the facts were intimated to the owner or occupier by letter giving
detzils of the offence and referring to the Section concemed. Additional
information or advice was included where appropriate.

The probable future life of premises in Comprehensive Development
Areas was ascertained so that any applications for exemption could ]:r:
dealt with accordingiy. Three such applications in connection with
the requirements to provide additional watercloset accommodation were
received. One of these concerned premises which were not likely to
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be affected by re-development in the near future, but in this case, the
reason given for the application was to give the owners sufficient time
to prepare a scheme of additions to their premises containing the
necessary facilities. The two other applications were made on the
grounds that the premises had a limited future and compliance with the
requirement was therefore not reasonably practicable. In two of the cases
an exemption was granted, and the third case has still to be discussed
by the Health and Welfare Committee.

Accidents.

Twenty-two notifications of accidents were received during the
year and none of these were fatal.

In the case of eight of the accidents reported it was obvious from
the information given that the minor cuts, bruises and strains sustained
were the result of negligence on the part of the recipient.

The remaining fourteen accidents were made the object of investi-
gation to determine whether a breach of the Act had been committed and
to obtain, if necessary, an improvement in the standards of accident
prevention in the premises concerned. Three of the accidents investi-
gated resulted from slips or falls, two from cuts while boning beef, one
by a cut from the wire binding of a carton and another by a cut from a
glass display shelf.In one case, a woman in a self-service store strained
her back while trying to lift a bag of potatoes weighing 60 lb. despite
the fact that equipment was provided for transporting such bags, and in
another case a boy had his finger fractured when a 30 lb. carton con-
taining tins of paint, which he was helping to unload from a lorry, slipped
and fell on his hand.

The remaining five accidents investigated however are perhaps
worthy of further comment. Two of these concerned cuts from electrically
operated gravity feed slicing machines.

In the first case, a boy was in the habit of cleaning the machine,
but the accident occurred while he was in the act of sharpening the
blade. It appeared from statements made that he had not received
sufficient training in the work at the machine and was not under ade-
quate supervision. Although it was considered that there were grounds
for prosecution, it was felt that a formal waming to the firm concerned
drawing their attention to Section 19 of the Act which concermns training
and supervision of persons working at dangerous machines might be
more appropriate, and such a warning was duly issued.

In the second case, a youth aged 18 cut his finger on an electrically
operated gravity feed slicing machine when he put his hand into the
machine to assist the pusher plate. He was cutting a small piece of meat
at the time and stated that as it was not cutting properly he resorted to
pressing on the pusher plate with his hand. His finger, which was over-
lapping the pusher plate, was cut by the moving blade. Since the pusher
plate or ‘last slice device' is heavy enough to slide down the feed
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carriage without manual assistance when slicing small or short pieces
of meat, there was no need for the youth to put his hand on it. However,
since a guard can be fitted to this type of pusher plate, it was suggested
to the firm that they consult the manufacturers regarding the fitting of a
suitable type of guard. It transpired during the investigation that the
plastic guard for the feed carriage was not fitted thereon when the
accident happened, and the firm's attention was drawn to the requirement
of Section 17(4) of the Act to keep guards in position while parts re-
quiring to be fenced are in motion or use. Subsequent visits were made
when it was ascertained that the guard for the feed carriage was being
kept in position. The pusher plate, which had been broken in the inter-
val, had been replaced by a heavier and more efficient model making
manual assistance completely unnecessary.

In the third case, in a large grocery concern, a girl fell down the
lower flight of a staircase while carrying a carton containing 24 1b. of
jam. The staircase was 311" wide and the stairs were well constructed,
but the lower portion was used for storing empty cardboard cartons
leaving only a clear passageway of 2'6". The lighting of the staircase
was poor partly due to the fact that an electric light bulb had become
unserviceable. The fact that the staircase was being used for the storage
of goods and was not provided with a substantial hand-rail or hand-hold
had been drawn to the attention of the firm some eight months previously,
but on subsequent inspections it was found that a hand-rail had been
fitted and the practice of storing goods on the staircase discontinued. It
was evident however that the staircase was again being used for storage
purposes, and as the obstruction of the staircase was no doubt a con-
tributory cause of the accident the firm was instructed to impress on the
management of the shop the need for keeping the staircase clear at all
times. This particular incident would appear to indicate the need for
fairly constant supervision by enforcing authorities, particularly in the
case of branch stores belonging to multiple concerns where there is a
tendency to make frequent changes in the managerial staff.

The fourth case concerned a man employed in a warchouse who was
injured through his failure to lower the lifting column of a fork-l1ift truck
which struck a door lintel causing the truck to overbalance on top of him.
The firm's attention was drawn to the July 1968 issue of the magazine
‘Accidents’ - Number 76 which contained an article dealing with accidents
arising from the operation of fork-lift trucks and made suggestions for
eliminating or reducing the number of such accidents. The manager
welcomed this information and stated that he would advise his firm=to
obtain copies of the magazine to distribute to all branches where fork-

lift trucks are used.

The fifth accident occurred in a public house when a woman em-
ployee brushed against an empty gas cylinder which was standing on
end against a wall. The cylinder, weighing approximately 20 Ib., toppled
over fracturing her toe. These cylinders are obviously unstable w!'lcn
standing on end and are normally stored on their sides when not required
and secured in an upright position underneath the bar coumr.rl by means
of a chain when in use. Due to pressure of work, empty cylinders can






207

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS, ACT, 1951

All filling materials used in the manufacture of articles of uphol-
stery, bedding and a wide range of consumer goods, are covered by this
legislation. The act stipulates that filling materials must conform to
clearly defined standards of cleanliness. Natural filling materials have
now been largely replaced by man-made products where the degree of
control over the condition of the material during manufacture ensures a
high level of cleanliness.

Inspections were made of the four registered premises within the

County using materials controlled by the Act and five samples of filling
material were taken for examination. Users were notified of the results.

PET ANIMALS ACT

The Act stipulates that any person keeping a pet shop shall obtain
a licence from the Local Authority and that premises in which animals
are kept shall be satisfactory in respect of size, sanitation, lighting,
ventilation, accommodation for animals and cleanliness. Three licences
are in operation in the County and the premises are maintained in a
satisfactory manner.

OFFENSIVE TRADES

The following offensive trades continued to be operated in the
County area during the year:-

Private Slaughterhouse, Carstairs (Sheep only):- Licensed for the
slaughter of a few sheep each week for use in the adjoining Institution.

The premises continued to be maintained in a clean and satisfactory
condition.

Private Slaughterhouse, Symington (Sheep only):- The production from
this slaughterhouse is despatched to the London market. Regular inspec-
tions revealed no cause for complaint in the cleanliness or conduct of
the premises.

Private Slaughterhouse, Carluke (Pigs only):- These prcmisc‘s_are.
operated in conjunction with a bacon and sausage factory. Conditions
at the premises were found to be clean and satisfactory.

Knackery, Omoa:- No cause for complaint was found in the operations

carried on at these premises.

Nellfield Chemical Works, Braidwood (Bone Meal Manufacturer):- | (_3*3-_'“'
plaints were received during the year from householders in the w..cmli}r
regarding offensive odours from these premises. On investigation it was
found that in addition to a valve on the digester equipment being
defective, insufficient water was being used for condensing the vapours
arising from the processes carried on in the premises. The defective
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1 No. of Licences
Parish Granted

Avondale
Blantyre
Bothwell
Cadder
Cambuslang
Cambusnethan
Carluke
Camwath
Crawfordjohn
East Kilbride
Hamilton
Lesmahagow
New Monkland
0ld Monkland
Rutherglen
Shotts

L e
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ANIMAL BOARDING ESTABLISHMENTS ACT, 1963.

The above Act provides that no person shall keep a boarding
establishment for dogs or cats except under Licence from the Local
Authority. Regular visits were made to the various premises concerned.

Improvements were completed and licences granted at one of the
five premises for which applications were outstanding at the end of
last year, and consideration of the remaining four applications was
continued pending the carrying out of the necessary repairs and im-
provements.

Two applications for licences were received during 1968 and on the
premises being found to be suitable for the purpose, a licence was
granted in each case.

There were altogether thirty licensed animal boarding establish-
ments in the landward area of the County at the end of the year. Four
other premises were exempt from the requirements of the Act.

RIDING ESTABLISHMENTS ACT, 1964.

The above Act provides that no person shall keep a riding estab-
lishment except under the authority of a Licence granted by the Local
Authority. This requirement refers to the business of kecpingl horses
for let out on hire for riding or for use in providing, for payment, instruc=
tion in riding.
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PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949.

The control of rodents and other pests forms an important part of
the work of the Department and in this respect, the staff of Sanitary
Inspectors are always vigilant to check on likely sources of infestation
and to give advice where necessary. Many such sources were made the
subject of inspections during the year, and these embraced any surround-

ing properties to ensure that the full extent of the infestations was
adequately dealt with.

Requests from owners of properties and from farmers, and the
constant control exercised at County Council and Hospital Board
premises - e.g. hospitals, cooking centres, schools, refuse coups, etc.,
ensured that the pest destruction officers were kept fully occupied. Rat
infestations along the banks of a number of streams in the County were
also attended to during the year. Heavy infestations of rats, especially
during the winter months, are most likely to be found in agricultural units
and it is regrettable that the additional services provided by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for dealing with such sources were withdrawn some
years ago. Early and effective eradication at farms would no doubt result
in fewer scattered minor infestations in surrounding areas. In order to
make farmers and others aware of their responsibilities publicity is given
about the requirements of the Act by the issue of posters and appropriate
circulars to occupiers and owners of land and premises liable to infes-
tation.

The number of premises treated for rat infestations by the operators
was 1,511 and in this total there were 206 trapping operations and 562
occasions on which gassing was carried out. The total actual and esti-
mated number of rats (including litters) destroyed was 15,528 in addition
to 1,359 mice.

The following table shows the type and number of premises dea}t
with during the year by the Rodent Control Operatives employed by this
Department:-

RATS AND MICE DESTRUCTION

Dwellinghouses 1,306
Factories 18
Shops and Offices 14
Farms 13
Refuse Tips 17
Sewage Purification Works 8
Hospitals 5
Schools and Day Nurseries 40
Cooking Centres and Canteens 3
Hotels -
Burns 15
Garages 4
Caravan Centres 2
Slaughterhouses *’14

Public Park
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FLY REPRESSION

There is no doubt about the part that flies play in undermining the
public health of the community, and any measures taken towards the
repression of this pest are obviously worthwhile, In this respect, the
anti-fly campaign which has been carried on during the past few years
by the disinfestation of all dustbin shelters, privies and privy middens

was again operative throughout the year, all such places being treated
once.

Summary of work completed shewing total cost involved,

Dustbin Pail Salvage
Shelters Privies Middens Privies Stores Cost
Operations 1,987 2 1 B o1 £65.18.5d

DISINFECTION OF HOUSES FORMERLY OCCUPIED BY
TUBERCULOSIS PATIENTS

Further satisfactory progress was made during the year with regard
to the Scheme for the disinfection of houses formerly occupied by
Tuberculosis patients. This disinfection 15 carried out by the disinfes-
tation officers and is done by spraying with a solution of formaldehyde
and treating with ammonia as a neutralising agent. The total number of
houses disinfected was 9 comprising 8 Local Authority houses and 1
privately owned house. The cost involved was £49.0.2d approximating to
£5.8.11d per house.






Address and Occupier

Cathkin Secondary School,

Rutherglen, (Lanark County
Council).

Cumbemauld Road, Chryston,
(Fuel Economy Products).

Tomato Houses, Bellfield Road,
Coalburn.

Mossend Yard, Bellshill,
(British Railways).

154 Station Road, Shotts,
(Camp Bros. Cafe Ltd.).

Station Road, Shotts,
(United Recreation Centre).

Union Street,larkhall,
(Gomaco Equipment Sales Ltd.).

Laundrette, Stonefield Road,
Blantyre.

Main Street, Plains,
(Beecham Products U.K.).

Main Street, Newmains,
(William Loudon & Son Ltd.).

Comprehensive School, Castlehill
Road, Overtown, (Lanark
County Council).

Montrose Works, Carfin,
(J.F. Riddell & Co. Ltd.).

Faulds, Baillieston,
(James Roche Ltd.).

Wintercleugh, Daer,
(First District Council).

Block 3, Larkhall Industrial
Estate, (Scottish Aluminium
Ware Ltd.).

Bothwellbank Nursery, Bothwell,
(George Y. Burgoyne).
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Type of Plant

Two Aquapac coal-fired boilers.
(90 feet chimney).

One Powermatic oil-fired boiler.
(18 feet chimney).

One Robin Hood sectional underfeed
coal-fired boiler. (25 feet chimney).

One Ideal 36V Vanguard oil-fired
boiler. (40 feet chimney).

One Lincoln L.412 oil-fired boiler.

One Talisman oil-fired boiler.

One Potterton Eden oil-fired boiler.

One Anglia low pressure oil-fired
steam boiler.

One oil-fired

heater.

Colt Turbostatic

Two Zeta oil-fired mobile heaters.

Two Agquapac coal-fired boilers.
(90 feet chimney).

One Fulton oil-fired boiler.

Three Dravo Model No. 50 oil-fired
space heaters.
One Potterton oil-fired boiler.

One John Thompson oil-fired pack-
aged boiler. (60 feet chimney).

One Cochran Chieftain oil-fired
boiler.. (30 feet chimney).
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A number of complaints about the emission of smoke, dust, grit or
fumes from industrial premises were made throughout the year. These in
many cases are concerned with premises coming within the control of
the Alkali Inspector but since the local sanitary inspector is frequently
the first official to receive the complaints, observations of the offending
sources are often made and the facts passed on to the Alkali Inspector
to acquant him with the circumstances and allow him to act accordingly.
Complaints were also received about the burning of articles at scrap
yards to dispose of unwanted material but this is a difficult type of
nuisance to deal with in view of its intermittent nature. Many are the
reasons given by scrap collectors for the “accidental® burning incidents
and it would appear that the use of acetylene cutters represents a very
high fire risk indeed at these yards. The informal approaches by my
staff to the personnel and management of various industrial premises has,
however, a deterrent effect althoughit may not completely eliminate such
complaints. The cause can vary between broken down, worn out, out-of-
date or inefficient plant to poor or careless operation by the staff. A few
of the premises involved in the day-to-day work of the inspectorate are
referred to in the following notes:-

Carmyle:- Reference was made in last year's report about the reduction
in height of two chimneys at Clyde's Mill Power Station because of
their unsafe condition. The rebuilding and improvement of these was
completed in the late spring. During the six winter months of 19671968
recorded in our “Atmospheric Pollution Tables® between October 1967
and March 1968 it was quite evident that the effect of the reduced
height had given rise to a marked increase in the ®"Insoluble Deposit®
recorded at the gauge in Carmyle Village. Since the chimneys were re-
built there has been a very definite improvement. The average figure for
the year showed a reduction on the monthly average deposit for 1968
as compared with 1967 of 11.54 tons per square mile.

Gartliston Fireclay Works, Glenboig:- The Hoffman Kiln at these
works emits black smoke and because of the low level of the premises
in relation to Ramoan Housing Scheme complaints are received when the
wind direction is unfavourable. The trouble is inherent in plants of the
type in use and the economy of the industry has so far been unable to
justify the considerable expenditure involved in a satisfactory solution
to the problem. The Alkali Inspector has been assured however by the
National Brickmakers® Federation that all such plants will be brought
into conformity with the Clean Air Act by the mid 1970"s.

Stewarts & [Lloyds, Tollcross:- Two electric arc furnaces in the
foundry of these works gave rise to complaints when oxygen lancing
operations were carried out. As a result of representations made h:-_ the
firm through the Alkali Inspector plans were submitted to the Puildmgs
Authority, incorporating the provision of arrestment plant with a bag
filter arrangement. Construction was well advanced at the end of the
year.
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It would be wrong, at the same time, to give the impression that
progress has come completely to a halt with the postponement of these
areas. The County Council built some 2046 houses during 1968, all of
which were smokeless and with the closure of 706 unfit houses and 776
pre-fabs this represents a substantial rise in the percentage of house-
holds complying with smoke control requirements and towards the cause
of cleaner air. Many other householders, outwith smoke control areas
converted their appliances from coal burning to smokeless fuel during
the year and the effect of these changes along with the existing smoke
control areas can quite readily be seen by observing the greater range
of visibility in clear weather from the top of the County Buildings on
many more days of the year than hitherto.

BURNING COLLIERY SPOIL BANKS

The incidence of burning colliery waste is not so widespread as in
the past when Lanarkshire had many collieries spread throughout its
area. Conditions at Bedlay Colliery; Douglas Support, Coatbridge; and
an embankment at Garrowhill, all referred to in previous reports, con-
tinued to be kept under observation and no complaints were received from
the public. There were complaints about two other cases as follows:-

Cardowan Colliery, Stepps:- A large disused dump-truck bing was
revealed to be on fire in the spring of the year. The National Coal
Board made very considerable efforts to slow down the rate of com-
bustion by depositing a compacted embankment around the base of the
bing and endeavouring to seal off all fissures and cracks on top of the
bing with suitable material, as it was impossible to extinguish or cut
off the fire which extends through the whole mass of the bing. The Board
appear to be taking the only reasonably practicable measures to deal
with the situation and it is hoped that these will help to eliminate com-
plaints.

Blantyre Road, Bothwell:- A bing in this vicinity was found to be

smoking and the owners were asked to take action to deal with the
condition. Measures to cut off the burning portion and lead water on to
permit spraying operations to be carried out were in hand at the end of
the year.
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The reduction in the number of registered dairy farms continued in
1968, the number of producers remaining on the register at 31st December,
1968, being 751 which is 41 less than the previous year. The total
quantity of milk produced in the year to 31st December, 1968, was
28,687,000 gallons,

The installation of bulk storage tanks continued during the year,
and 39 such tanks were added to the 476 already in operation. This gave
a total of 515 at the end of 1968, which means that over 68.5% of Lanark-
shire dairy farms are operating on this system.

At 23 of the farms where bulk storage tanks are in operation, a
pipeline is fitted to convey the milk directly from the byre to the milk-
house, while at 220 of the farms the more popular round-the-byre system
has been adopted whereby milk is taken by pipeline from each individual
cow as it is being milked and conveved to the bulk storage tank in

the dairy.

The following table gives the number and capacity of the bulk
storage tanks in use at the end of the year:-

Capacity - gals. 80 100 110 125 140 150 175 200 210 Total
No. of Tanks 2 4 8 32 25 138 93 63 2 367

Capacity - gals. 240 245 250 300 340 350 400 500 750 Total
No. of Tanks 12 6 83 19 4 14 6 c ol | 148 515

Routine visitation of dairy farms again revealed a number of dis-
conformities with the Dairy Byelaws, and these were directed to the
attention of the dairymen concerned. Repair and renovation of dairy
premises is continually in progress at one farm or another and several
steadings were involved in work of this kind. Plans were submitted in
respect of 12 premises where extension or improvement to dairy byres
or dairy premises was proposed.

In addition, plans were submitted and approved in respect of
27 farms where it was proposed to provide milking parlours and cubicle
accommodation for dairy animals.

New or extended accommodation for dairy animals was registered
in respect of the following farms during the year:

Roundhill, Strathaven

East Nethershields, Quarter
Middlebank, Lanark
Comhill, Biggar
Carlinside, Nemphlar
Howford, Lanark

Heads, Glassford

The Farme, Glassford
Cornhills, Hamilton
Haspielaw, Hamilton
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As reported in an earlier paragraph, there were fewer dairy farms
in Lanarkshire at the end of the year, and a table showing the number of
registrations and types of licence held in each Parish is given on a
following page of this report. Briefly, the relative figures so far as these
affect producers are as follows:-

Total number of Dairy Farms in County: 751
Number of these farms fully registered 751 or
and licensed to produce Designated Milk: 100%

Registration:- The number of new certificates of Registration granted
by the Local Authority was 93, making a total of 1127 registered dairies -
751 producers and 376 retailers only - at the close of the year. Included
in the foregoing are 20 retailers by vehicles from outwith the County
area,

Brucella Abortus:- The sampling of milk from supplies which were
being distributed directly to the consumer without heat treatment was
continued during the year and 1171 samples were submitted to the
Regional Bacteriologist for examination for the presence of Brucella
Abortus.

Thirty-nine of the farms dealt with in this way were found to be
producing milk containing the brucella abortus organism, and in each
case arrangements were made for the milk to be pasteurised pending the
affected animals being isolated and removed from the herd.

Towards the end of the year a meeting under the auspices of the
Scottish Home and Health Department was held in Stirling to discuss the
question of brucellosis in relation to the milk supply in Stirlingshire and
in the neighbouring counties of Lanarkshire and Dumbartonshire. The
purpose of the meeting was to endeavour to arrive at a common policy
of procedure when dealing with a milk supply which had proved to be
infected with brucella abortus.

On the matter being subsequently considered by the County Council,
it was agreed that the following scheme of procedure should be instituted
in the County of Lanark area:-

1. A sample to be taken from each supply at regular intervals and
subjected to the Milk Ring Test.

2.  On the Milk Ring Test being found positive, the milk automatically
to be subjected to the Culture Test.

3. Should the Culture Test be negative, no further action to be taken
other than to continue the regular routine sampling at the agreed
intervals, Should the Culture Test prove positive however, the
Regional Bacteriologist to immediately notify the Medical Officer
of Health. The Medical Officer of Health will then notify the Milk
Marketing Board that this particular milk should not be sold for
raw consumption, but should be pasteurised, and will also advise
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the producer and the Divisional Veterinary Officer of his action.
The producer to be advised to call in his own private Veterinary
Officer who, in turn will call on the services of the Veterinary
Investigation Officer to ascertain which animals are in fact affected.

4. When the affected animals have been removed from the herd and the
Veterinary Investigation Officer is satisfied that the herd is free
from infection, he should provide a certificate to that effect for the
producer to transmit to the Medical Officer of Health. On receipt of
this Certificate a bulk sample of the milk will be taken and if found
negative, the Medical Officer of Health will advise the Milk Marketing

Board and the producer of the cancellation of the heat treatment
order.

As the frequency of sampling is dependent on the number of samples
which can be undertaken by the Regional Bacteriologist, discussions in
this respect were in progress at the end of the year and it is anticipated
that the scheme as outlined will be introduced in the early months of
1969.

Pasteuriser-Retailer’s Premises:- The case of the pasteuriser-retailer’s
premises, in which the dairyman lodged an appeal with the Sheriff against
the revocation of his Certificate of Registration, was continued during
the year, but on the dairyman surrendering his licences to pasteurise
milk on the premises and to deal in such milk, it was agreed to restore
his name to the Dairy Register and to issue a licence which would
permit him to sell milk as purchased by him in sealed containers. When
the case was finally called in the Sheriff Court, the appeal was, on the
motion of an agent for the appellant, dismissed with no expenses due
to or by either party.
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Visits to Farms, etc:- The following Table shows the number of visits

made by the Milk Officers during 1968.

At Farms
Routine Visits 3,933
Following unsatisfactory samples 1,475
Designated Licences 91

Qutwith Farms

Dealers 509

6,008

The farm visits shown in the foregoing paragraph amount to a total
of 5,499 or an average of 7.3 visits per farm.

483 visits were also made to dairy farms during the year by the
staff of Sanitary Inspectors.

Milk Samples:- Samples taken of Premium and Standard milk were

submitted to the Count and Coliform tests, while Pasteurised milk was
submitted to the Phosphatase and Coliform tests. In the case of Premium
milk, a compositional test for milk fat and milk solids other than milk
fat has also to be satisfied.

The following Table does not include samples taken under Food
and Drugs legislation but shows the total number of samples of milk
taken from all sources as a check on the cleanliness of the various
supplies, viz:-

At Farms Outwith Farms

Percentage Percentage
TOTAL Disconform Disconform TOTAL Disconform Disconform

Designated 1430 431 30.14% 286 78 27.3%
GRAND TOTAL 1,716
Total Disconform 09
Percentage Disconform 29.1% (1967 - 22.7%)

In addition to the above, 880 samples were taken in the course of
investigations as a result of complaints or failing samples, 767 at farms
and 113 at dealers’ premises. A total of 411 of these samples, 357 at
farms and 54 at dealers’ premises, failed to conform with the prescribed
standards.

Sterility of Milk Bottles:- Attention was again paid to the sterility of

milk bottles in retailers’ premises after washing and sterilisation, and
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object of the Board’s scheme is to prevent the inclusion of milk of
unsatisfactory keeping quality in the bulk supplies and to encourage
and assist suppliers to improve their standards in the production and
handling of milk.

Veterinary Inspection of Dairy Herds:- By the Agricultural Act, 1937,
the veterinary inspection of dairy herds was taken over by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for Scotland as from 31st March, 1938, and [ am
indebted to the Divisional Veterinary Inspector for the following state-
ment of work carried out during the year:-

Herds registered 1,433
Herds inspected 616
Cows examined 31,958

Tuberculosis:- During the year no samples of milk were submitted for

Biological examination. The last positive result was obtained in 1949
and since 1950, 287 samples examined have all been negative.

Tuberculosis Order, 1938:- No animals were dealt with under the above
Order during the year.

Attested Herds Scheme:- As at 31/12/68 there were 1433 attested

herds in the County of Lanark, 751 of which were licensed under the
Milk (Special Designations) Order. The remaining 682 were not dairy
herds and were, therefore, not registered. The Scheme is supervised by
the Divisional Veterinary Inspector of the Department of Agriculture.
During the year, 10 reactors to the Tuberculin Test were found.

The registered dairy premises in the County at the end of the year
comprised accommodation for a total of approximately 30,842 animals.

Exempted Premises:- There are 343 farms or holdings throughout the
‘County area where milk cows are kept but the premises are exempt from
registration under the terms of the Milk & Dairies (Scotland) Act, 1914,
The approximate number of cows in such premises was 513.

Burgh of Biggar:- 2 milkshops and 1 milk bottling store are registered
within the Burgh, dealing only in bottled milk. The premises were found
to be kept in a satisfactory condition.

Burgh of Bishopbriggs:- There are 4 dairy farms and 17 retailers’
premises within the Burgh, all licensed to produce or deal in designated
milk. No cause for complaint was found in any of the premises during

the year.

Burgh of Lanark:- There are 6 registered retailers of milk and cream
in the Burgh and the premises were found to be kept in satisfactory order.
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FOOD HYGIENE

A total of 1591 inspections were made of food premises and food
vehicles in the County of Lanark and in the Burghs of Biggar, Lanark
and Bishopbriggs. Sixteen premises were removed from the list owing to
their being closed or the business being discontinued. In addition,
six factory canteens situated in the Blairlinn Industrial Estate were
deleted from the list when they became the responsibilityofthe County
of Dunbarton on the formation of the new Burgh of Cumbemauld on 16th
May, 1968. Sixty-three premises were added to the list bringing the
total number of food premises in the County and in the small Burghs
just mentioned to 1950 at the end of the year.

A complete and detailed examination was carried out at 289 food
premises and 175 food vehicles to ascertain how far they fell short
of the requirements of the Food Hygiene (Scotland) Regulations, 1959-
1966, and where necessary, intimations were sent to the owners giving
details of the contraventions found and requesting that remedial measures
be taken. Contraventions of a major nature such as the lack of suitable
washing facilities for maintaining personal cleanliness or for cleaning
equipment and utensils, or sanitary conveniences communicating directly
with food rooms were found in 185 of the food premises surveyed. Sixty-
four premises had minor contraventions and 40 were satisfactory.

Failure to provide suitable hand washing facilities constituted the
only major contravention found in the food vehicles examined, and there
were 57 such cases. Seventy-nine vehicles had minor contraventions
and 39 were satisfactory, which, together with 7 cases previously
complying, gives a total of 46 satisfactory vehicles.

Food premises and food vehicles in which contraventions had been
found during the initial survey were the subject of 1127 re-visits with
the object of checking whether the deficiencies originally intimated to
the occupiers had been remedied, and resulting from the re-visits, 51
premises were found to be satisfactory, and in the case of most of the
other premises and vehicles re-visited, attention had been given to
several of the requirements. Twenty-seven of the premises which received
a re-visit operated under the School Meals Service. In the case of thirteen
of these premises, the contraventions originally drawn to the attention
of the Director of Education had been remedied and in one case the
school kitchen had been closed. In the case of the remaining kitchens
or dining centres all the contraventions of a minor nature had been
remedied, and plans for alterations or additions to four premises making
provision for improved or new preparation and dining accommodation
were submitted for approval.

In the case of all food premises where only one or two contraven-
tions of a minor nature remained, the occupiers were requested verbally
to take remedial measures. The owners of all the other businesses where
contraventions still required attention were requested in writing to have
the necessary work carried out without delay in order to bring their
premises up to the standard required by the Regulations..In two cases,
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Registered
Number Article Date Purchased Action Taken
A/F/12 Sliced 3rd October, 1968 Cautionary letter sent by
Sausage County Clerk.
A/F/16 Link 8th October, 1968 Plea of guilty at Glasgow
Sausage Sheriff Court on 26th Nov-
ember, 1968. Fined £10.
D/20/F Sliced 23rd October, 1968 Plea of guilty at Lanark
Sausage Sheriff Court on 13th Dec-
ember, 1968. Fined £5.
D/19/F Sliced 23rd October, 1968 Plea of guilty at Lanark
Sausage Sheriff Court on 13th Dec-
ember, 1968. Fined £10.
D/21/F Sliced 4th November, 1968 Proceedings pending.
Sausage
D/ 23/F Link 4th November, 1968 Proceedings pending.
Sausage
B/18/F Mince 14th November, 1968 Cautionary letter sent by
County Clerk.
B/19/F Mince 26th November, 1968 Proceedings pending.

Milk;- 380 samples of milk were obtained, 24 of which showed
deficiencies. 15 consisted of samples of Premium milk which failed to
conform to the standard of 3.5% milk fat or 8.5% solids other than milk
fat required by the Milk (Special Designations) (Scotland) Order, 1965. 9
samples of Standard or Pasteurised milk failed to conform to the standard
of 3% milk fat or 8.5% solids other than milk fat required by the Sale of
Milk Regulations, 1901. On formal sampling, one sample of Premium
Milk was still found to be slightly deficient in milk solids other than
milk fat, and the producer sought advice from the Agricultural College
on the improvement of his feeding and the quality of his dairy herd,
which ultimately corrected the deficiency. One formal sample of Pas-
teurised milk indicated the presence of a very small amount of extraneous
water, but after investigation at the creamery, the milk was thereafter
sampled and found to be satisfactory.

Food Standards:- Regulations made by the Secretary of State govern
the composition of a large number of foodstuffs. The following infringe-

ments were detected, viz.:-

Cream;- 1 informal sample was found to be deficient in |_'niII|: fat. The
product will be re-sampled when stocks of the brand are available.

Fish Pastes and Spreads:- 1 informal sample of Toasty Grills (Sardine
and Tomato) was found to contain less than 70% of fish, as r:qu._nrcd by
the Food Standards (Fish Paste) Order, 1951. On formal sampling, the
fish content was still found to be deficient. The manufacturers contend
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being admonished and the others fined sums ranging from £3 to £20.
Court proceedings in 3 cases were pending at the end of the year, and
in 3 other cases where the excess of preservative was slight, cautionary
letters were sent to the offenders. No proceedings were taken in 1 case
where proceedings were currently being taken against the offender in
respect of a similar offence at one of his other shops, and in another
case where there was a defect in the sampling procedure, a further formal
sample was taken and found to be genuine. In an informal sample of
Lumpfish Caviar the presence of benzoic acid, a non-permitted preser-
vative in this product, and a non-permitted colouring matter was detected.
The importers had all the stock from the particular consignment with-
drawn, and gave an assurance that the manufacturers in the country of
origin would comply with the Regulations.

Soft Drinks:- An informal sample of lemonade-shandy sold in un-
licensed premises was found to contain 1.33% proof spirit. The Food
Standards Committee recommended a strength of 1.7% proof spirit for
this product, but as yet there is no legal requirement to that effect.

Whisky:- A formal sample of proprietary whisky labelled 70° proof
spirit was found to contain only 62,7° proof spirit. The case was re-
ported to the Procurator Fiscal, but he found that he was unable to take
proceedings within the time limit laid down in Section 41(3) of the Food
and Drugs (Scotland) Act, 1956.

Suet:- 1 informal sample of suet was found to contain an excess of
free fatty acids, but on formal sampling was found to be satisfactory.

Synthetic Cream:- 3 informal samples of cream cakes, buns or dough-
nuts were found to contain cream not wholly consisting of milk-fat. The
vendors were wamed that in such cases the cream should be labelled or
declared as “imitation cream”.

Canned Meat:;- 21 informal samples of canned meat products were
taken and 6 of them showed some deficiency in meat content. The RB-EI.-I*
lations, governing the meat content according to the specific classifi-
cation of these products do not come into operation until 31st May, 1969.

Canned Soup:- A sample of canned Scotch Broth stated to contain
mut ton a;:.r.l mutton stock was found to contain no meat or meat extract.
The manufacturers stated their stock was made from mutton bones and
carcase of mutton was used in preparing the broth. They could only
surmise a lack of equitable distribution in the can filling process a_nd
undertook that this would be remedied. Further sampling gave a satis-

factory result.

Condiments:- An informal sample of non-brewed condiment was fuufzd
to be deficient in acetic acid, but on resampling was found to be satis-

factory.
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UNSOUND FOOD

During the year there were 5,300 inspections of shops and other
premises where foodstuffs were stored and seizures amounting to
27,626 1b. of foodstuffs were made by the staff of Sanitary Inspectors.

Forty-seven complaints were received regarding the condition of
food sold to consumers.

Seventeen complaints were in relation to food alleged to be unfit
for human consumption. Seven of these complaints were unsubstantiated,
either because inspection or chemical or bacteriological examination
revealed no grounds for the complaint, or the article had been kept too
long by the purchaser before bringingitto the attention of this Department
to enable any judgement to be made as to its condition at the time of
sale. In five instances mould growth in two meat pies, potato scones,
a madeira cake and an apple tart were brought to the attention of the
manufacturer or vendor concerned, the cause usually being retention
beyond the shelf-life of the article, unsuitable storage conditions or
inadequate cooling before packaging. Curdled milk was traced by the
creamery to the milk of a particular farmer and the cause eliminated.
A bottle of mineral water tasting of disinfectant and one smelling of
paraffin oil were found to be due to contamination of the stoppers through
misuse by previous users. The manufacturers, in common with others in
this tade, have now resorted to the use of non-returnable bottle caps
to obviate this type of complaint. Canned meat found to be decomposed
was traced by the manufacturers to be due to a defect in the tinning of
the can, and sourness in steak-and-kidney pie to improper storage of

the gravy.

Thirty complaints were concerned with the presence of foreign
matter in food. Ten of these involved insects in canned or open food.
In most instances the conditions found indicated that the insects gained
access during some stage in the cooking or canning process, or in the
preparation of the raw material, and the firms concerned were warned
to take all possible measures to prevent insect infestation of their
premises and © ensure that food is adequately protected against con-
tamination at all stages. Seven complaints concerned dirty or broken
milk bottles, two of pieces of transparent polythene, one of insect
larval sheaths, and one of particles of chocolate flake in milkbottles.
Although the dairies implicated have adequate bottle washing equipment,
there are from time to time failures of the human element in making
adequate inspection of the bottles. A complaint of a bad taste from
two bottles of milk was attributed to traces of detergent or sterilant
left in the bottles after washing, and the dairyman concemed was
warned that torough final rinsing was necessary. A small metal object
resembling a terminal point from an electrical fitting was found in a steak
pie, and the manufacturer stated that such an object formed no part of
their equipment but he could only surmise that it may have been present
in canned meat bought in for filling the pies. Jute or cotton threads and
woollen fibres found in a loaf of bread, a chocolate biscuit and a can of
corned beef were thought to be from the clothing of the workers or
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INTRODUCTION

The importance of the Public Cleansing service and the vital part
which it plays in ensuring a high standard of health and amenity in any
community cannot be over-emphasised. It is responsible for the collection
and disposal of the daily accumulations of waste materials arising in
households, shops, offices, factories and other premises and must
operate with the minimum of interruption, often in extreme weather con-
ditions, in order to satisfy the needs of every member of the public.
Dustbins must be emptied regularly and the contents disposed of in an
economical and speedy manner. It is a service which the public cannot
carry out for themselves by any suitable alternative means.

Many of the systems and methods used in the past have been im-
proved and modemised to meet present-day requirements. Nevertheless,
the ratepavers still judge the service by the men who perform the some-
what arduous duties of emptying the dusthins, labour being not only the
basic necessity of any Cleansing Authority but also the most important
factor affecting day-to-day operations and organisation.

In some areas of the County, multi-storey housing development has
seen the disappearance of the conventional dustbin in favour of bulk
refuse storage containers. These, of course, are only to be found in
relatively small numbers at present.

Of considerably more interest and importance is an extension of the
paper sack system which was carried out during the year to include a
total of 4,054 houses in the Bellshill etc., area and the setting up of a
small scheme embracing 756 houses in the Cambuslang area. This is
one of the two systems of refuse storage and collection recommended
in the 1967 Report by the Working Party appointed by the Minister of
Housing and Local Government to investigate services in England and
Wales. It is noteworthy that the system has aroused a great deal of
interest among the general public in this County and that where already
established it has been very favourably received and commented upon.
In the Bellshill area in particular, the size of scheme now involved and
the fact that the frequency of collection has been reduced from twice to
once-weekly has enabled economies to be made in vehicle strength and
manpower which will wholly off-set the cost of sack holders and the
supply of paper sacks. In the meantime, the system has‘un_ly been
introduced in certain County Council housing schemes but it 1s t{upcd
that arrangements can be made at an early date to include areas of private
housing which would enable a gradual extension of t.hc_papcr _sack system
to take place over a number of years and on an economic basis throughout

the County.

The Civic Amenities Act, 1967 placed no greal burden on the
Department during the year in so far as the disposal of apparently
abandoned vehicles was concermned. Three vehicles were reported as
coming within this category and in such condition "‘.‘“ they were fit u:lﬂy
for destruction. The owners of these were traced quickly n:nd after bl::%ng
warned that failure to remove the vehicles would result in prosecution
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the exception of those areas where paper sacks are in use and in
certain smaller rural communities where considerable travel is involved
and the output of refuse is such, in any case, that a once-weekly service
only is sufficient. At the same time, more frequent attention is giv:n as
necessary to the larger shopping centres and tenemental properties in the -
more populous areas.

Garden refuse is removed provided that it is contained within the
household dustbin and the whole refuse for collection does not exceed
one binful.

The removal of old furniture, bedding and other bulky household
articles is also undertaken on request and free of charge. In many cases
such requests can be dealt with in the course of normal refuse collection
operations but in other cases a special uplift by lorry may require to be
arranged. It is disappointing to find that despite the existence of this
service and the very many enquiries which are received and dealt with
almost daily, the indiscriminate dumping of such articles continues
unabated.

No special provision is made for the collection and disposal of
trade refuse but a service may be arranged on a time and labour payment
basis, depending on the nature and gquantity of materials for removal
and the availability of transport and personnel. The current charges
are 16/2d per hour for a vehicle and driver and 7/7d per hour for each
loader, plus establishment charge of 7'2%.

97 additional requests for a domestic refuse collection service were
received during the year from owners and occupiers of premises situated
outwith the boundaries of the County Special Scavenging District. These
involved a total of 108 dwellinghouses, 1 industrial training centre and
1 garage, the refuse from which is now being collected and disposed of
under obligation signed by the persons concerned to pay the appropriate
assessment.

The following table shows the distribution throughout the four
Divisional areas of premises receiving a refuse collection service:-
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The burglary occurred one week-end at Baillieston Health Institute
when a store was forcibly entered and a quantity of protective clothing
valued at £146 was stolen.

The miscellaneous claims included 5 in which articles not intended
for removal but left beside a dustbin stance were taken away during the
course of refuse collection operations and 4 cases.of accidental damage
to property while dustbins were being carried out for emptying or returned
to the rear of premises.

The scheme introduced by the County Council last yvear for the
provision of safety footwear to manual workers has, despite the fact that
it is voluntary and operated on a repayment basis, been reasonably well
supported by the Cleansing employees, Injuries to feet by falling objects
are not common in the service but any attempt at prevention must be
welcomed. So far, 105 pairs of industrial footwear have been issued.

33 Cleansing drivers out of a total of 59 entered for the Safe Driving
Competition organised by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Acci-
dents were nominated for awards.

19 drivers received Diplomas which are awarded annually where the
recipients, for one calendar year, have not been involved in any accident
while driving or in charge of a vehicle for which they were in any way
blameworthy. 4 drivers qualified for a Five Year Medal, having driven
for five consecutive years free from accident.

6 drivers qualified for a Bar to their Five Year Medal under the same
conditions as for a Diploma.

4 drivers were awarded an QOak Leaf to their Ten Year Medal.

The Chairman of the Special Districts Commitiee again presented
the awards at the various Depots, expressing appreciation on behalf of
the County Council and the Department of the standard of driving which
had been displayed under present-day traffic conditions and the contri-
bution made towards the campaign for greater safety and accident
prevention on the roads. The County Council again made an additional
award of £2.2.0d in respect of each Diploma, Bar and Oak Leaf and
£3.3.0d in respect of each Medal.

REFUSE DISPOSAL

At present, tipping is the only means of disposal for all household
refuse collected in the County and during the year some 49,4{][} loads
amounting in weight to approximately 92,000 tons were deposited.

The Department operates 15 refuse coups which are scattered
throughout the County and 2 other sites are being held in reserve for
future use. Three neighbouring Authorities continue to be most helpful
by providing disposal facilities for limited quantities of refuse thus
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Burntbroom Coup, Mount Vernon. This partly-infilled area, owned by
the County Council, is still being held in reserve so long as operations
can continue at Daldowie Coup nearby.

SECOND DIVISION.

Broomhouse Coup, Auchentibber. A considerable amount of excavated
material has now been obtained to provide top cover for the two small
quarries which were infilled on this site. A final dressing-off remains
to be carried out to enable the ground to be returned to the owner.

Auchentibber Coup, Auchentibber. This coup has been extremely well
conducted during the year largely due to the efforts of the local Cleansing
foreman in locating new sources of covering material. Attention was
directed, however, to a polluted roadside ditch about half a mile distant
from the site and this was found to be due to the escape of watery
sludge through a hitherto unobserved underground outlet at one end of
the coup. A small dam was constructed across the flowin an attempt at
filtration and this met with a limited degree of success. The dumping of
liguid waste by a chemical Ffirm eventually came under suspicion,
however, and the intake of this material was discontinued. The pollution
subsequently disappeared.

Morriston Coup, Cambuslang. This site which is owned by Strathclyde
University, and on which tipping ceased in 1960, still awaits the final
development of playing fields by the County Council over part of the new
level, as provided for in the Agreement of LLease originally negotiated in
1934, An estimate was obtained in the hope that this work might be
completed, so far as the Council’s obligations are.concerned, during
196869 but the project had finally to be postponed due to Government
restrictions on capital expenditure. The matter will again be reviewed
when the Estimates are being considered for 196970,

Hallside Coup, Cambuslang. Following the final grading operations

and the spreading and levelling of top soil which had been undertaken
on this site during the autumn of last year, the County Council agreed
that steps should be taken to terminate the lease.

THIRD DIVISION.

Bog’s Brae Coup, Bellshill. It is the Department’s endeavour to infill

as quickly as possible a water-logged area at the castern extremity of
this site. Unfortunately surface conditions, due to periods of heavy
rainfall, frequently did not permit the passage of refuse collection
vehicles and during ensuing warm weather smell from this accumulation
of water became a source of complaint from two near-by cottages. Treat-
ment with chloride of lime was carried out in an attempt to neutralise
this effect and some degree of success was achieved. The complaints
only arose, fortunately, on infrequent occasions when an east xlvind
prevailed. One serious outbreak of fire occurred, requiring the services
of the Fire Brigade who were also called to two other fires of a minor

nature.
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a proper dustbin for their refuse which mainly comprises small quantities
of ash, floor sweepings, string and scraps of paper but there are others
who place this material in a cardboard container also meant for removal,
a practice which would arouse no serious cbjection if the trouble were
taken to ensure that it was properly closed or adequately covered to
prevent the contents being disturbed by wind, dogs and children.

Shop salvage mainly comprises empty cardboard cartons of various
sizes and in many cases these are still being heaped empty on the pave-
ments for removal without first being collapsed, flattened and tied
securely in bundles. Although this would only require a little effort and
would result in a considerable improvement in the appearance of many
streets on collection days, not to mention storage accommodation within
the premises concerned, approaches to individual shopkeepers have, in
the past, only met with a limited degree of success.

Dustbins also become defective allowing refuse to escape. Where
necessary, Statutory action is taken to secure the provision of a new
receptacle.

There is also the possibility, of course, of spillage occurring while
the bins are being handled by the refuse collection personnel although
in some cases this may be due to a receptacle being overfull as a result
of improper packing. The standing instruction to employees is that
spillage must be cleaned up immediately, so far as possible, an operation
which is rather difficult in conditions of high wind. Where this may have
been found due to carelessness, however, a warning is usually given
in the first instance, followed by more severe disciplinary action in the
event of a recurrence on the part of any particular emplovee.

PROVISION OF DUSTBINS

99 Notices in terms of Section 23 of the Burgh Police (Scotland)
Act, 1903, were served during the vear on owners of houses within
the County Special Scavenging District requiring the provision of
covered, galvanised iron dustbins of specified cubic capacity. This is
an increase of 70 Notices as compared with the previous year. In 35
cases, an increase of 17 from last year, non-compliance with these
Notices was reported to the Special Districts Committee with a view to
proceedings being instituted in terms of Section 24 of the Act. All the
required receptacles were subsequently provided, however, without
recourse to Court action. In all, 97 dustbins of varied cubic capacity
were supplied by the owners concerned.

The number of dustbins supplied to County Council houses by the
Department during the year was 3,224 - a reduction of 283 from last
year. This included 786 dustbins which were withdrawn as a result of
the extension to the existing paper sack scheme and were found to be in
a suitable condition for re-issue.

In addition, 243 dustbins were supplied by arrangement to houses
owned by the Scottish Special Housing Association, 668 were sold to
private householders and 27 were transferred to the kitchen waste
collection service.
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BURGH OF BIGGAR

Annual Report 1968.

. HOUSING (SCOTLAND) ACTS, 1950-1966

Housing:- The twelve houses at South Back Road, Biggar were com-
pleted and occupied during the year, and work continued on the scheme

for converting six houses at Burnside Terrace into three houses with all
modern amenities.

Improvement Grants:- The alterations to a house, which was the
subject of an improvement grant last year were completed, and the pay-
ment of grant was recommended. One new application was also approved.

Dean of Guild Court:- The responsibility for building control work
within the Burgh was taken over by the Burgh Surveyor at the beginning
of the vear, and the following information relates only to work in connec-
tionwith projects previously approved.

Minor Warrants:- 7 projects, comprising the erection of 5 garages
and 2 garden huts were completed during the year.

Warrants:- 9 projects, including the erection of 2 new bungalows,
were reported as completed during the year.

Seasonal Workers® Accommodation:- Mo accommodation for seasonal
workers 15 provided within the Burgh.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949.

Several cases of infestation by rats and other pests within the Burgh
were dealt with by the County Pest Destruction Officer, who alsc carried
out operations as required at the Burgh refuse coup.

SLAUGHTERHOUSE

Operations commenced in the new slaughterhouse, but a number of
unsatisfactory aspects, including a lack of detailed attention to cleaning
had to be directed to the attention of the operators. In addition con-
siderable trouble was experienced at the local Sewage Works due to the
large amount of blood allowed to pass through the drainage system.
Arrangements were made at the end of the year for a meeting to take place
between all the interested parties to discuss the best means of dealing
withthe problem.






























