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COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF LANARK

ANNUAL REPORT

COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Introduction to the Report of Health Conditions in the County
during the year 1954

To THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH FOR SCOTLAND
AND THE CounTy CouNciL oF THE COUNTY OF LANARK.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit the Annual Report on the health and
sanitary condition of the County of Lanark for the year ending 31st
December, 1954,

The report in form and substance is entirely the work of my
predecessor and I do not intend to make any detailed comment thereon.

It is worthy of note, however, that the principal vital statistics by
which the health of a community may be measured show steady
improvement in the general health of the population.

The Infantile Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births at 29-4 is the
lowest figure ever recorded and is below the rate for Scotland as a
whole.

Deaths from Tuberculosis have almost been halved since 1951, the
rate being 0-23 per 1,000 of the population.

Only one confirmed case of Diphtheria occurred during the year
and there were no deaths for the fifth consecutive year. While the
position regarding deaths is entirely satisfactory it is still considered
that one notified case is one too many.

Yours faithfully,

I. C. MoxnRroO,
County Medical Officer.

CouNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
BECKFORD STREET,
HamiLToN, 26th July, 1955.






STATISTICS

Lanark County Lanark Biggar
(Landward). Burgh. Burgh. Total.

Population estimated, 1954 (June) 305,944 8,053 1,473 315,470

Live Births (corrected) ... ... 5,953 133 27 6,113
Illegitimate Births (corrected) ... 167 5 1 173
Still Births (corrected) 154 6 — 160
Deaths (corrected) ... e 3,281 102 20 3,373
Infantile Deaths (corrected) 174 5 1 180
Marriages Registered .. 2,080 114 15 2,209

The numbers of Occupied and Unoccupied houses, as given in
the Valuation Roll, were 85,775 and 844 respectively, inclusive of
Small Burghs, made up as follows :—-

Occupied Uncccupied
Houses, Houses,
County of Lanark (Landward ... 82877 807
Burgh of Biggar 523 9
Burgh of Lanark - 2375 28
85,775 844

Statistical Tables.—Table A shows the birth-rates and death-rates

per thousand of the population and the infantile deaths per thousand
births.

TaBLE A.
Infants under 1 year.
Birth- Death- Death-

Y ear, Births. rate. Deaths. rate. Deaths. rate,
Quinquennial

Average—
1941-45 6,184 19-3 3,664 12-0 4125 63
1946 6,537 21-4 3,556 11-7 a55 54.
1947 7.149 226 3,675 11-6 363 51
1948 6,357 20-0 3,435 10-8 317 50
1949 6,264 19-7 3,647 11:6 285 45
1950 6,196 19-4 3,607 11-3 256 41
Quinquennial

Average—
1946-50 6,500 206 3,584 11-4 315 43
1951 5,962 189 3,644 11-6 287 40
1952 5,933 19-1 3,087 11-5 231 39
1953 6,008 19-2 3,410 10-9 205 34

1954 6113 194 3373 107 180 99
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PREVALENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE

TaBLE E.—NUMBER OF CASES OF INFECTIOUS SICKNESS RECOGNISED
DURING 1954.

Notified. Confirmed. Died.
Anthrax 3 id i 1 1

Cerebro-5pinal Fever ... e | 17 1
Chickenpox ... i - 301 391 —
Cholera ... — — —
Continued Fever 1 =
Diphtheria RS 1 —
Dysentery e e 42 825 1
Encephalitis I.etha.rglca o 1 1 1
Erysipelas ... . .. 8D 56 1
Jaund.u:e Acute Infective 1 — —
Leprosy .. o — — —
Malaria ... 8 6 —
Measles ... e .. 204 204 —_
Ophthalmia Neunataru.m 52 52 —
Plage o e AN = =
Pneumonia, Acute Inﬂu&nzal 23 20 1
Pneumonia, Acute Primary ... 706 502
Pneumonia (not otherwise

notifiable) : : — —_ —
Poliomyelitis, Acute Antenur 30 19 2
Puerperal Fever 24 24 —
Puerperal Pyrexia 14 11 —
Scarlet Fever 403 380 —
Smallpox -— -7 -
Tetanus .. 1 1 1
Tuher-::u]nsm—-Pu]manary 475 441 74
Tuberculosis—Non-Pulmonary 84 80 9
Typhoid Fever ... i 1 1 —
Para-Typhoid A = = =
Para-Typhoid B 4 3 -
Typhus Fever ... — = =
Whooping-Cough e, 184 741 -

Total ... 4313 3,870 188
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enlarged and septic tonsils), 24; positive swab, 1; tracheitis, 1 ;
other conditions, 5.

All notified patients were removed to hospital.

Antitoxin was administered by a practitioner to one patient, prior
to admission to hospital.

During the year 120,000 units of antitoxin were supplied through
police stations to medical practitioners.

Diphtheria Immunisation.

Pre-school
_ Children. Scholars. Total.
Immunised for first time 3,670 2,149 5,819
Reactivating doses ... 78 11,5683 11,661

Scarlet Fever.
Table DII shows the prevalence of scarlet fever during the past
nine years, with relative rates.

TaeLE D II.
Notifi- Deaths per Cases per Deaths per
cations Confirmed  Deaths 100 1,000 10,000
Year. Received. Cases. Registered. Cases.  Population. Population.

1046 B8 565 —_ — 1-86 —
1947 .. B3B 711 —— — 2.24 —
1948 e 1,240 1,139 -— — 3-58 —_
1949 s, 810 486 1 0-205 1-52 0-03
1950 400 374 1 0-26 117 003
Quinguennial
Average— :
19486-50 718 655 04 006 2.07 0-012
1951 EEPRRE ) | 4032 —- — 1-56 —
1952 e 729 873 —- r— 2:16 -
1053 e DOS 527 - — 1-68 -
1954 403 380 —_ — 1-2 -

The number of patients removed to hospital was 276 or 68:48 per
cent. of all those notified.

The age incidence of cases was (—
Ages ... -1 15 5-15 15-25 25-45 45-85 65+ All ages.
Cases - ... 2 e 230 16 2 1 — 350

Altered diagnosis :—The diagnosis was revised in 23 of the patients
removed to hospital as follows :—tonsillitis, 8 ; rubella, 2 ; measles, 4 ;
pharyngitis, 2; other conditions, 4. In 3 instances no evidence of
the presence of scarlet fever could be detected.
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Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis.

Twenty-one notifications were received. Cases confirmed amounted
to 17 with 1 death. All the patients were treated in hospital. After
observation, the diagnosis was revised in 4 instances as follows :—
purulent meningitis, 2 ; tonsillitis, 1; cellulitis, 1.

Pneumonia.

Seven hundred and twenty-nine patients were brought to the
notice of the Department, 654 being notified, and 75 discovered from
the Registrars’ Returns of Deaths. Of these 522 were confirmed cases.

Five hundred and forty patients or 74.07 per cent., were removed
to hospital.

Table D IV shows the prevalence of pneumonia (acute primary and
influenzal) during the past nine years with relative rates. It should be
remembered that deaths from influenzal pneumonia are not included
in these figures.

TasLe D IV.
Notifi- Deaths per Cases per Deaths per
cations Confirmed Deaths 100 1,000 10,000
Year. Received. Cases. Registered. Cases. Population. Population.

1946 ... 1,186 902 178 19-73 2.05 5-83
1947 .. 881 586 130 22-18 1-85 410
1848 ... B18 578 129 22:31 1-81 406
1949 e 966 731 132 18:056 2:29 414
1850 ... 924 718 97 13-51 2-25 304
Quinguennial
Average—
19486-50 ... 948 703 133 18-92 2.22 421
1851 e 1,120 878 124 14-12 2-78 3-93
1952 e 1,202 als 129 14-05 294 414
1853 e S0B 878 1040 14-75 2-16 319
1854 s 2W 522 97 18-58 1-65 307

MorTaLITY.—The deaths due to pneumonia numbered *97,
giving a fatality-rate of 18:58, and a death-rate of 0-307 per 1,000 of

the population.

*This figure does not include 1 death from Influenzal Pneumonia, which,
in accordance with the instructions of the Registrar-General, is included in the
Influenzal Group.
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Housing ConpiTioNs.—Number of Apartments.

1 2 3 4 & Owver 6 Other Total,

Home T | 33 64 46 11 5 10 189
Hospital ... 34 66 109 71 16 8 29 333

Total ... 54 pg 178 117 27 13 39 522

Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis.
The incidence showed a substantial reduction from that of last
year.
There were 30 notified cases, 19 of these being confirmed.

Table D V shows the prevalence of poliomyelitis during the past
nine years with relative rates.

TABLE D V.
Notifi- Deaths per Cases per Deaths per
cations Confirmed  Deaths 100 1,000 10,000
Year. Received. Cases. Registered. Cases.  Population. Population,

1948 3 3 1 33:3 0009 0:03
1947 106 " B2 /) 8-53 0:25 0:22
1948 2 1 - —_— 0-003 -
1948 4 2 —_ —- 0-006 —
1950 a1 62 5 8:06 0-19 015
Quinquennial
Average—
1846-50 41 11 2 6-66 009 006
1851 a5 22 | 404 0-07 0-03
1952 23 12 2 16- 66 0-04 0-06
1953 73 58 2 344 0-18 0:-06
1954 o 19 2 10-52 006 0-06

INCIDENCE AND DISTRIBUTION.

Table 1 shows the monthly and geographical distribution of the
19 confirmed cases. :
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TUBERCULOSIS.

DeatH RaTES.—The following table shows the death rates per
thousand of the population for the year 1939 and the average for
quinquennial periods 1941-45 and 1946-50 and for the years 1951,
1952, 1953 and 1954.

(The rates for Scotland are given in parenthesis.)

1939  1941-45 1946-50 1951 1952 1953 1954

Respiratory ... -49 (-54) -50 (-62) -67 (-60) -43 (-37) -28 (-27) -23 (-23) -23 (-20)
Non-Respiratory +15 (-16) 19 (-20) -12 (-10) -07 (-08) -04 (-04) -06 (-03) -03 (-02)

Return of number of persons who died from tuberculosis in the
area during the year, with particulars as to period elapsing between
notification and death.

RESPIRATORY NoN-RESPIRATORY

Males Females Males Females

Number of persons who died

from tuberculosis ... a8 36 3 6
Of whom—

Not notified or notified only at

or after death s o 9 5 2 3
Notified less than 1 month

before death e - 1 —_— 1
Notified from 1 to 3 months

before death — - — —_
Notified from 3 to 6 months

before death 1 2 —_ 1
Notified from 6 to 12 months

before death e (b s 1 2 — —
Notified from 1 year to 2 years

before death 5 2 1 1
Notified over 2 years before

death 20 24 — —

Total i 48 36 3 6
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The following table shows the number of new cases brought to
notice during 1939, and average for quinquennial periods 1941-45,
1946-50, and for the years 1951, 1952, 1953 and 1954 ; and how the
1954 confirmed respiratory cases were discovered.

Respiratory Non-Respiratory

1939 ... 316 216
194145 ... 463 253
1946-50 ... 630 199
1111 527 142
1952 ... 501 104
1958 .. 462 130
1954 ... 475 84

Symptom group examination (M.M.R. or other) 349
Contact group examination (M.M.R. or other) 44
Mass miniature radiography (General Public)
including office and other staffs ... 34
Routine examination of Special Groups (M. M R
or other}—
School Staffs
National Service Recrmts

Emigrants

Iumr—-

Total ... o 444

In addition to the new cases notified during the year there were
84 respiratory and 7 non-respiratory cases transferred from other
authorities.

The types of the new cases of non-respiratory tuberculosis are
classified in the following statement according to the localisation of
the principal lesion present at the time of notification :—

1939  1941-45 1946-50 1951 1952 1953 1954

Superficial Glands 61 99 68 47 40 41 26
Abdomen e 42 a3 23 18 9 11 14
Bones and Joints 59 59 60 28 25 33 21
Meninges ... s 39 41 32 24 22 23 11
Special Organs ... @ 12 13 25 8 21 12
Lupus ... sha 2 3 2 = - 1 =
General ... R | ] 1 —_ - — =

218 253 199 142 104 130 84
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TREATMENT OF SQUINT.

Squint Clinics are held periodically at the various Health Institutes
and deal with cases referred either by General Practitioners or through
the Child Welfare Centres. The Health Visitors continue to encourage
mothers to have eye defects in their children treated as early as possible.
The work in connection with the treatment of squint cases is summar-
ised in the following statement :—

Cases examined at First Cases. iﬂﬁﬁ:hﬁ Re-examined.
Baillieston 17 4 117
Bellshill i o 41 35 285
Blantyre 33 28 120
Cambuslang ... Sis 37 11 190
Lanark ... 26 30 105
Larkhall 18 17 69
Shotts ... 24 20 91

196 145 977

PaEpiaTrIc CLINIC.

Specialist advice of a Consultant Paediatrician continues to be
available at the Paediatric Clinic which is held weekly at Strathclyde
Hospital, Motherwell. During the year many general practitioners
have availed themselves of this service and cases are also referred from
the local Child Welfare Centres. In each instance full information is
passed both to the child’s own doctor and the Medical Officer of
Health.

During the year 290 children were seen for the first time and the re-
attendances numbered 457, giving a total of 747 attendances.

Ear, Nose AND THROAT AILMENTS.

Patients are referred to the Consultant Ear, Nose and Throat
Surgeon through their family doctor or from the local Child Welfare
Centres. It will be noted that the number of sessions is smaller than
that of the previous year. There was a period of several months
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WELFARE Foobs.

As from 28th June responsibility for the distribution of Welfare
Foods was transferred from the Ministry of Food to the Local Health
Authority.

In this County it was decided by the County Council that the dis-
tribution should be the responsibility of the Welfare Services Depart-
ment. In some areas the County Health Department undertakes the
distribution on behalf of the Welfare Services Department.

There are 82 distribution centres throughout the County. These
are situated at Health Institutes, District Welfare Offices and Sub-
Offices, voluntary points such as Sub-Post Offices, Chemists’ and
Grocers' shops, etc., together with individual centres operated by
voluntary workers such as members of the Women's Voluntary
Service.

Since the change-over these arrangements have worked smoothly.

DAy NURSERIES.

Average Average
Nursery. Goe i nGll. Attedegce. | Attnasvess
Bellshill ... 5(10/42 39-3 31-9 8,006
Cambuslang ... 12/10/42 l 40-1 31-0 7,764
Baillieston 5 1/3/43 39-0 29-8 7,470
Blantyre - 19/4/43 33-1 26-9 6,724
Larkhall ek 17/5/43 35:0 28-2 7,067
Newmains e 1/11/43 24.3 15-6 3,929

During the year part of the accommodation at Newmains Day
Nursery was altered and adapted for use as a Child Welfare Centre.

DistricT NURSING ASSOCIATIONS.

A list of the District Nursing Associations undertaking Health
Visiting Work is given in the following statement which also gives the
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The distribution of the practising midwives according to the
District Council Areas is as follows :—

Number Number
District Council of District Council of
Area. Midwives, Area, Midwives.
Mot ... et 8 No. VII
No. I1 A No. VIII
No. III i No. IX e A
No. IV sl 1) Lanark Burgh N
No. V ... 8  Biggar Burgh Lo S
No. VI SR Resident outwith County 2

Change of Address.—The changes of ﬂ.dﬂIESS of 4 midwives were
notified to the Board.

Inspection of Midwives.—The routine visits of inspection of mid-
wives resident in the County numbered 1,100.

Attendance by ungualified persons—Nil.

Infantile Deaths.—The total number of infantile deaths uncorrected
was 181. In 107 cases the deaths occurred in infants during the first
14 days; 43 of these occurred in domiciliary cases under the Domici-

liary Midwifery Scheme and 64 in Institutions. The causes of death
were as follows :—Prematurity, 39 ; Injury at birth, 10 ; Atelectasis,
18 ; Congenital Malformations, 11 ; Congenital heart, 4 ; Pneumonia,
14 ; Congenital Hydrocephalus, 1; other causes, 10.

Opthalmia Neonatorum and Discharging Eyes.—The total number
of cases was 95; 058 occurred in cases under the Domiciliary Mid-
wifery Service and 37 in institutions.

Puerperal Fever and Pyrexia.—The total number of cases was 38.
Of these 15 occurred among domiciliary cases under the Domiciliary
Midwifery Service and 23 in Institutions.

Stillbirths —The total number of stillbirths was 194 ; 51 occurred
in domiciliary cases under the Domiciliary Midwifery Service and 143
in institutions.
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Domiciliary Midwifery.

Under the National Health Service (Scotland) Act, 1947, it is
the duty of the Health Authority to make adequate arrangements
for the provision to women of the services in their homes of certified
midwives.

The number of cases dealt with under the Domiciliary Midwifery
Service was 3,224. Of this number 2,859 women were confined at
home, and, in addition, attendance was provided in connection with
40 abortions and 325 patients who were subsequently removed to
hospital.

The number of booked cases during the year was 3,286.

The fees payable to private practising midwives during the year
were as follows :—

Fees. Mileage. Tuotal.

£4841 2 2 £5 3 9 £4 846 5 11

Attendance of Individual Midwives—The average number of
confinements attended by the midwives was as follows :—

Total Average per
Confinements, Midwife,
Full-time Midwives 1,266 63-3
Private Practising Midwives 725 80-5
568 28-9

District Nursing Associations

The following table, arranged in groups, indicates the number of
confinements attended by the midwives :—

No. of Confinements.

0 25 al 75 100

to to to to to

Na. of Midwives 25 ol 0 100 125

20 Full-time Midwives P | 5 10 4 —
9 Private Practising Midwives — 1 2 4 2

30 District Nursing Associations 16
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Cases dealt with under
Section 23 (2) of the Other domiciliary cases
National Health Service
(Scotland) Act, 1947*

Doctor Doctor Midwife Doctor Midwife Without All Total
engased engaged alone & Midwife alone doctor other
and andnot (no engaged (no OT  cases,
present present doctor doctor midwife
at con- atcon- engaged) engaged)
finement finement
m ) ® @ ® (8) i i e

{a) Midwives
employed
by the
Authority
(including
those en-
gaged on a
fee-per-case
basis) .. 318 1875 — — _ —_— — 1,001

(B) Midwives
employed by
Voluntary
Organisations
under arrange-
ments
made by the
Authority 261 €07 — — — —= — 868

(¢) Midwives em-
ployed by .
Hospital
Boards of
Management
under arrange- .
ments
made by the
Authority
with the
Regional
Hospital
Board ... — — = == - = = -

(d) Private
practising
midwives ... — — — 41 —_ — - 41

(#). Other cases
not classified
above iz - - e — -— 1 1‘33 34

(f) Totals v OIT S2R2 - 41 — 1 33 2,934

* Including those cases in which no prior arrangements had been made for the
confinement, but where midwifery services were provided by the Local Health
Authority free of charge. Columns (5) and (6) include only those cases attended
privately, the mother being responsible for the midwife's fee.

+ This figure relates to 33 women who were booked for a hospital confinement
but had to be confined in their own homes by the Ambulance Nurse. 28 were
thereafter removed to hospital and 5 decided to remain at home.
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6. Domiciliary Midwifery and Local Health Authority Nursing Services

Staff in post at 31st December, 1954. Approximate present population 313,245
(estimated).

(i) Domiciliary Midwifery Service.

Employed by
Hospitals on
Diomiciliary
Employed by Cases under
i 5 - Voluntary arrangements
Midwives (not undertaking Home D:rectl}r Organisations, between Regional
Nursing or Health Visitor duties) employed by including District Hospital Board
employed in the following cate- Local Healt Nursing and Local Health
gories Authority Associations Authority
Whole- Part- Whole- Part- Whole- Part-
time time time time time time
Non-Medical Supervisors and
Assistant MNon-Medical
Supervisors of Midwives
{see Note) .... 2 — —_ = —_ -
Superintendents or Sisters-in-
charge of District Midwives'
Homes —_ - —- — —_— -
* Midwives G 20 — — — PR
Private Practising M1dwwm - 8 — — — —
Total 232 B — — - =

Midwives in the area who are not employed on Local Health Authority Work :—
Private Practising Midwives (not shown above).—1

* Premature Baby Nurse included in this figure.

(t3) Home Nursing Service.

Employed by Voluntary
Nurses (not undertaking Midwifery or  Directly employed  Organisations, including
Health Visitor duties) employed in by Local Health District Nursing
the following Categories Authority Associations
Whole- Part- Whole- Part-
time time time time

Superintendents or Smters-mvnharge
of Nurses’ Homes — —_— e s
Home Nurses—'
State Registered Nurses —_ — 15 —_
Enrolled Assistant Nurses —_ = i T
Others employed on nursing duties -— — =— —

Total ... —_ —_ 15 —
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The National Assistance Board played a great part in ensuring that
persons in the Aged Group, who had no other income than Retirement
Pension or non-contributory pensions from the N.A B., suffered no
hardship from the imposition of this minimum charge. They were
notified in advance of persons in the above category, and in the great
majority of cases, the applicant’s income was adjusted to cover this
charge before the first payment was required. The changeover was
effected very smoothly and full credit must be given to the Area Officer
of the N.A.B., Hamilton, who acted as liaison officer between the
various N.A.B. Offices throughout the County and this Department.

Number of cases dealt with by Appeals Commitiee and decision.

Confine-
Aged T.B. ment Outwith  Total

Reviewed o o 4 9 34 41 88

Refused ... 1 — — _— 1
Granted—

Over 22 hours 3 9 — 2 14

22 hours or less N — 34 39 73

4 9 34 41 58

The number of households which have received service since 1948

is as follows :—
Number of Households

Year receiving service
1948 873
1949 1,436
1950 ... Gr 49
1951 v 1,000
1952 1,303
1953 95656

1954 913
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HEALTH EDUCATION

The Health Visitors continue to carry out important health educa-
tion by individual mothercraft teaching in the homes. Group teaching
is also carried out in the clinics by means of informal health talks. In
these talks stress is laid on the value of vaccination, diphtheria im-
munisation and prevention of accidents in the home. This health
propaganda is reinforced by the distribution of suitable literature,
display of posters and the showing of special films. During the year a
new sound film projector was purchased and is in constant use, a film
exhibition being given once per month in each of the major child
welfare centres.

Efforts continue to be made to stimulate public interest in matters
pertaining to the health of the community. In this connection a special
publicity campaign on diphtheria immunisation was carried out during
the months of January and February. In addition, throughout the
year 22 evening lectures covering many aspects of health education
and illustrated by sound films, were given by the Medical Staff of the
County Health Department to the following groups of pre-formed
organisations :—

No. of

Organisation Lu:.huu

given
Associations and Guilds (women) 8
Associations and Guilds (men) 4
Associations and Guilds (mixed) 2
Co-operative Guilds (women) 4
Co-operative Guilds (men) 1
Miners’ Welfare (Women's Section) ... 2
Health Visitors 1
Total 22

These meetings are usually well attended and interest is evidenced
by questions and discussions after the lectures.
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did not conform to the required standard for the following reasons,
viz. i—

(@) 33 samples of pasteurised milk failed the coliform test.

(b) 3 samples of pasteurised milk failed the phosphatase test.

(¢) 4 samples of T.T. milk failed the plate count.

Non-Graded Milk

The number of non-graded herds in the County producing milk for
sale on 31st December, 1954, was 126. This is a reduction of 53 com-
pared to the figures for last year and indicates good progress.

SaMPLES.—327 samples of non-graded milk were taken for examin-
ation during the year—253 at dairy farms and 74 at dealers’ premises.

Results show that 119 per cent. of the samples failed the Resazurin
Test. This is a slight improvement compared to the figure for 1953
which was 12.3 per cent.

Veterinary Inspection of Dairy Herds

Under the Agricultural Act, 1937, the veterinary inspection of
dairy herds was taken over by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries,
as from 31st March, 1938.

The following is a statement of the work carried out during the
year :—

Herds registered voarca ALEOSI
Herds inspected i s b 569
Cows examined ... 38,262
Cows with abnormal conditions of udder :—
1953 1954
Tuberculosis ... 2 —
Mastitis ... 15 12

The number of cows with abnormal conditions of the udder shows
an improvement from 1953.

Biological Examination of Milk
The undernoted table shows the number of samples of milk taken
for biological examination since 1944.

It will be noted that, owing to the shortage of guinea pigs, no
samples of milk were examined biologically during the years 1951 and
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Warning letters were sent in each case and as the contraventions
were not repeated no prosecutions were instituted.

Scottish Milk Testing Scheme

Under the above Scheme, large creameries and milk depots may
appoint Milk Testers whose duty it is to make a daily inspection of
all incoming supplies for taste, smell and appearance, and a weekly
test (Resazurin Test) for keeping quality.

Supplies which fail the daily Platform Test or the weekly Resazurin
Test on two consecutive occasions are notified to the Local Authority
of the producing area.

In Lanarkshire the procedure adopted is to have these complaints
investigated within 48 hours and a report submitted on the general
conditions prevailing at the farm and the action taken with regard
to the complaint. The gist of this report is then sent to the complainer.

It has been found that these reports are appreciated by Creamery
Managers and others interested as they at least show that their com-
plaints have had prompt attention.

Generally speaking these complaints serve a useful purpose in
drawing attention to those producers whose milking methods require
more frequent supervision by the Milk Officers.

It is worthy of note, however, that in approximately 19 per cent.
of the complaints received no defects were found at the producers’
premises and a sample of milk was found to conform to the required
standard. Last year (1953) the percentage was 11.

The following table shows the number of complaints received from
Creameries and Milk Depots and the number of visits to farms paid

by Milk Officers as a result of these complaints.
No. of
No. of Visits by
Complaints Milk Officer

1949 ... 474 840
1950 ... 340 429
1961 ... 330 H84
18952 ... 329 433
1953 ... 409 548

1964 ... 225 246
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TABLE I.—NUMBER OF SETS OF PLANS LODGED DURING THE YEAR

1954, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE Bye-Laws, CLASSIFIED
ACCORDING TO THE NATURE OF THE BUILDINGS SET FORTH IN
Prans.
New BUILDINGS ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS
Apri- Houses Agri-
ParisH Houses Public uulﬂral and Public nuI?u]ml
and  Fac- Build- Build- Others Shops Fac- Build- Build- Others
Shops tories ings  ings 1 * tories ings ings -
ondale 11 1 — 4 8 16 2 1 — 2
e 2 = - -— 2 1 1 — - —
thwell Tl 11 6 N (i3 40 11 4 X 28
dde: '] 5 1 3 44 22 3 1 — T
mbuslang 2 3 3 1 60 11 3 2 2 5
mbusnethan a — — ] 23 13 4 2 2 2
rluk L 11 1 — 4 26 17 2 3 — 1
_.'IH EEI 1 _— e i 1 4 —_— — — —
1 —_ —_ 2 & 4 — — — 1
et air 1 — o 1 3‘ 1 — _— ™ _—
plte Rl —_ _— —_ iy —_ 3 —_ — — —
‘;|'_ O and
Thankerton —_ —_— 1 — — - — —_ — —_—
wiord ... 1 —_ - 2 — 3 o - 1 -
wiordjohn - _— — — 1 —_— — — — -
7 9 1 1 b 232 20 2 1 4 (i
iphinton . S T e
:._'4--' 3 3 1 1 — 7] "!‘ 2 — - 1
st Kilbride 20 [ 4 4 25 13 3 b 1 3
:'-:||1-- i — 1 — — — 2 3 1 — S =
FIARE o E‘ T 1 T 24 ‘a — e — 2
milton .... b — — 3 10 i ] 1 1 — 1
mington and
L i 2 - = 1 e e . =
1 =i iy 2 1 3 = s 2 1
N —] - — — 1 — — - —
5 1 1 (i 40 19 2 4 2 1
' —_— —_— 3 15 16 1 1 a 1
8 1 4 4 65 23 8 1 — |
e — 1 1 1 —_ — 1 1 —
4 1 = 1 43 15 2 — — 4
3 1 1 1 26 17 = 2 1 1
e = — 1 8 3 — 5 i 2
ington ... 2 =i e — 1 2 — — E 1
iton and Roberton — — —_ 1 —_ = == = — ==
141 35 26 (] GO0 299 51 a2 19 7
NEW OTHERS
Private garages, 487; Lock-ups, 26; Garages, 17: Sports pavilions, 13; Offices, 8; Sub-

S i - e e

?
|

ons, 8; Tool sheds, 5; Public conveniences, 5; Coal cellars, 4; Stores, 3; Garden huts, 2;
fenhouses, 2; Watchmen'’s huts, 2; W.C. accommodation, 2; Covered enclosures, 2; Old men’s
% 2; Licensed premises, 2 ; Attendant’s shelter, 1; Storehut, 1 ; Hobbieshut, 1; Medical centre, 1;

al 600.)

age works, 1: Canteen, 1:

ALTERATIONS TO OTHERS ¢
Licensed premises, 43 ; Offices, 11 ; Private garages, 10; Stores, 4; Club houses, 3; Garages, 2 ;
gery, 2: Ambulance room, 1; Bank, 1.

* Includes plans for additions to dwelling-houses, In this way 75 apartments were added to 61 houses,

(Total 77.)

Bothy, 1; Surgery, 1: Bus shelter, 1; Car show room, 1; Hostel, 1.
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introduced for the purpose. The two Tables at the end of this report
have consequently been altered and now give rather more information

regarding the treatment provided to Ante and Post Natal Mothers and
Pre-school Children.

On 1st May, 1954, a scheme was introduced whereby a Dental
Officer visits each of the 20 major M. & C.W. Clinics in the County
one session per month to carry out dental inspection and offers to pro-
vide treatment to those mothers and children who require it. In most
areas the response has been very good indeed and, although the scheme
has only been in operation for eight months the figures have almost
trebled those of last year. Commencing January, 1955, the M. & C.W.
Chinic at Faichney Field, East Kilbride, is to be added to this scheme.

Of 728 mothers inspected during the year, 459 attended for treat-
ment and, with the addition of 154 brought forward from 1953, actually
613 were treated. Similarly, of 397 pre-school children inspected, 128
attended and with 9 brought forward from the previous year, 137
received treatment. In comparison only 341 mothers and 47 pre-school
children were treated during the year 1953. The mothers can be sub-
divided into 58 in the Ante-Natal and 555 in the Post Natal-group.
The main items of treatment were as follows :—288 teeth were extracted
with local and 2,734 under general anaesthesia, 376 fillings were com-
pleted and a total of 425 dentures were fitted. 28 X-ray films were
also taken. The number of pre-school children treated during the year
comprised 73 girls and 64 boys. In this group 31 teeth were extracted
with local and 223 under general anaesthesia. 87 fillings were also
inserted.

It can be understood that, with this extra volume of work, a
considerable amount of each officer’s time is now spent on M. & C.W,
duties and consequently being lost in the inspection and treatment of
school children. To alleviate this and many other difficulties, I hope
in the near future to ask the Committee for a much needed increase
in the establishment of Assistant Dental Officers.

During the inspection sessions it has been found that the acceptance
of treatment by the mothers is good where a suitable dental clinic is
in the near vicinity, e.g. Bellshill, but when they have to travel a
considerable distance, the response is extremely poor, e.g., Lesmahagow
and Strathaven areas to Motherwell and Bishopbriggs to Coatbridge.
School clinics do exist which would reduce or abolish this travelling
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MEAT INSPECTION—SLAUGHTERHOUSES etc.

On 28th April, the Minister of Food announced in the House of
Commons that the rationing and control on the price and distribution
of meat and bacon would end at midnight on Saturday, 3rd July.
The Slaughterhouses Act, 1954, laid upon Local Authorities the duty
to satisfy themselves that adequate slaughterhouse facilities were
available in their areas, and increased their power to provide and
operate slaughterhouses themselves, Inla circular letter, dated 22nd
March, the Department of Health reminded Local Authorities of the
Government’s long-term policy on slaughterhouses—a policy of
“ moderate concentration’’ aimed at reducing further the number of
slaughterhouses so as to ensure the provision of efficient services in
establishments bigger than the majority now in use. The Inter-
departmental Committee set up to advise the Secretary of State on the
measures necessary to implement the Government’s long-term policy
concluded in their Interim Report that ** accommodation beyond that
now in use should be provided only in very exceptional circumstances."

It can be agreed that reasonably adequate slaughterhouse facilities
are available in Lanarkshire despite the closing of the Public Slaughter-
houses in Blantyre and Carluke. Traders in these areas did make
representations for the re-opening of their local Slaughterhouses, but
it was agreed that no action be taken in the matter in view of the fact
that their needs were met adequately by the Hamilton Abattoir and
the Wishaw Abattoir respectively. This decision is in accordance
with the provisions of the Slaughterhouses Act, 1954, Section 7 (1).

As a result of decontrol, certain administrative action was necessary
to ensure the continued smooth running of the slaughterhouses.
Slaughterhouse dues and slaughtering charges were adopted in
consultation with the meat traders, and slaughtermen were engaged
at Bellshill, Larkhall and Strathaven Slaughterhouses at the request
of the traders. These appointments were temporary in the first
instance but the first six months’ experience indicates that except at
Shotts Slaughterhouse, the Local Authority will be expected to con-
tinue to provide slaughtermen. The following statement shows the
income derived from the 4 slaughterhouses under the revised arrange-
ments between 1st July and the close of the year.
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Private Slaughterhouses.

Two licences were granted for the slanghter of sheep only, one for
a private institution, and one for the “ export " market.

The visits to private slaughterhouses and other places, outside
abattoirs, were as follows :(—

Private slaughterhouses 28
Butchers’ shops, vans, stores, etc. ... 2,746

Public Health (Meat Inspection) Regulations (Scotland),
1932, Article 15.

One permit for meat stores was dealt with during the year.

Licences had to be obtained from the Bacon Development Board
to slaughter pigs at Carluke and Strathaven Slaughterhouses under
the Bacon Industries Act, 1938-1939, for the manufacture of bacon.
Under the Bacon Development Board it is necessary that the Board
should have control of the bacon from the source up to the manufacture
of bacon, and Carluke and Strathaven are the only districts in which
there is sufficient demand for a small factory.

CoLp SToORES.—There are 256 cold stores, the cooling arrangements
of which are—ice, 23 ; mechanical, 233. In other parts of the County
the registration has not yet been arranged, but the necessary attention
has been given to all under Section 43 of the Public Health (Scotland)
Act, 1897, and the new Meat Regulations, with satisfactory results.

During the year a large number of inspections was made of cold
stores, and, generally speaking, their contents were found sound and
the apartments kept in a satisfactory condition.

UnsouNnDp MEAT.—At abattoirs and private slanghterhouses all
condemnations have been carried out with owner’s consent. The total
weight of meat condemned outside the abattoirs (including private
slaughterhouse, fleshers’ shops and farms where special permits for
slaughtering were authorised) amounted to 1,833 lbs. of Bone Taint,
2 tins.of Corned Meat, weight 12 lbs. and 1 tin Gammon, 13} lbs. The
total weight of meat condemned at our abattoirs was 35,378 lbs., and
weight of organs condemned was 146,355 lbs.

Periodic visits were made to the Special Schools, advice given re-
garding the butcher meat supplies, and reports made on inspections.
Generally speaking, supplies were found satisfactory, so far as the sound-
ness of the meat was concerned.















139

Introductory

Whilst it could not be said that 1953 produced much in the nature
of important legislation from the point of view of the sanitarian, a
similar statement cannot be made of 1954 as the most important piece
of Housing Legislation for some years was placed on the statute book.
The operative date, however, of the Housing (Repairs and Rents)
(Scotland) Act, 1954, was 30th August and the repercussions have not
yet had time to reverberate through the Council Chambers of the
Local Authorities. The short period between August and December
has shown nevertheless, that in the County of Lanark very many
difficulties will require to be dealt with in administering the statutory
requirements of the Act. This will become more evident throughout
1955 in regard to Part II of the Act which deals with Repairs Increases
and the issue of Certificates of Disrepair and I have no doubt there will
be many Sheriff Court decisions before Sanitary Inspectors can pro-
ceed in a uniform and confident manner to operate the granting of
Disrepair Certificates.

Recently, whilst examining some old Annual Reports of the Sanitary
Conditions of the County of Lanark, I came across the following
statement :—

“ In the course of my visitation I found a good number of
houses had been allowed to fall into great disrepair—roofs
giving way, no gutters or conductors, pointing of walls neglected
to be done at periodic intervals, insufficient drainage to pr'event
the upward tendency of damp. Under conditions of this kind,
a fairly good house becomes uninhabitable in a very short time,
where, by the expenditure of a little money, it might be wholly
prevented.”

That statement was made by the County Sanitary Inspector of
the County of Lanark and issued in the Annual Report of his activities

during the year 1891. It is, I think, significant that in this year of
grace 1954 exactly the same could be said.

Fortunately there has been a considerable awakening in the minds
of our legislators and it may be that the results of the 1954 Act will
do much to remove further cause for complaint.

The construction of new houses and the closure and demolition
of insanitary dwellings have proceeded during 1954 with increasing
momentum. Whilst 1969 houses were constructed, 656 unfit habitations
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Total number of defects enumerated in Certificates throughout the
year was 5,967,

In five cases, Certificates of Disrepair were issued on the grounds
that the dwelling-houses concerned were (a) not in good and tenantable
repair and (b) in some other respect unfit for human habitation.

No appeal to the Sheriff has so far been made against the issue of
any of the Certificates of Disrepair or of the Certificates of Refusal to
Grant Repair Certificate.

There is still a belief amongst the occupiers of unfit houses that the
issue of a Certificate of Disrepair provides a short-cut to a new house
and many applications were received from tenants throughout the year
where no increased rent either under the 1954 Act or 1920 Act was
being taken or asked for by the proprietor. The administrative work
involved in inspecting the dwellingsand providing what are undoubtedly
useless certificates is considerable.

TEMPORARY HoUSES.—Further complaints were made throughout
the year in respect of damp conditions due to condensation on the
walls and floors of the transitional houses known as the Maycrete
houses. In order to reduce the number of persons residing in the type
of scheme at Cambuslang, 13 families were rehoused but it was found
necessary in order to have a property which was the subject of a
Demolition Order vacated to relet the vacated Maycrete dwellings to
small families from the condemned property who were not eligible for
rehousing on any other grounds.

Burxwoop Camp, CARLUKE.—It was agreed with the Department
of Health last year that certain houses at this former camp were to be
closed as occupiers were rehoused and in this connection 11 of these
dwellings were closed throughout the year.

ACCOMMODATION FOR SEASONAL WORKERS.—66 Inspections were
made of Seasonal Workers accommodation and whilst most of the
premises were found to be in reasonable order a few minor complaints
after being brought to the notice of the employers concerned, were
rectified. : ,

RuraL Housing.—During the year 63 farm servants’ houses and
bothies in rural areas and 7 in non-rural areas were inspected. 23 of
the houses in rural areas and 3 in non-rural areas were found to be in
some respects unfit for human habitation ; 3 and 2 respectively were
without a proper supply of wholesome water introduced into the house ;
and 10 and 4 respectively were without a separate water-closet.
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The Sub-Committee also agreed that, so far as the four areas out-
with the County Special Sewerage and Sewage Disposal District were
concerned, the Health Landward (General Nuisances, etc.) Sub-
Committee should be informed that the Drainage Committee would be
prepared to assist in any way possible in the actual carrying out of the
necessary remedial measures,

Severe flooding of the village of Rosebank by overflowing of the
Banks of the Clyde was the subject of investigation throughout the
year and ultimately a meeting with the Member of Parliament and the
District Council was held at which various officials were present to
ascertain what could be done to rectify the conditions. The problem
is exceedingly difficult and is bound up with general land drainage and
erosion of the banks of the river.

During the year a survey was made, at the request of the Second
District Council, of the Milton Mill Lade, which passes through Lesma-
hagow village. The District Council had hoped that, in the event of the
Milton Mill being converted to eleétricity by the owners, it might be
possible to have the Lade filled in, thus removing an unsightly object
and a danger to children, provided that alternative arrangements could
be made for dealing with the various soil, waste and surface drains
which discharge to the Lade. Many colour tests were carried out and
a complete list of drainage outfalls, together with the properties
affected, was forwarded to the District Council.

8 Baronald Sireet, Farme Cross, Rutherglen—Complaints were
renewed regarding the flooding of the rear entrance of the common
passage and also the sub-floor area of this property. The trouble
mainly arose during the excessive and almost constant rain-storms in
the latter half of the year. Every effort was made to keep the property
free from nuisance conditions, but the final solution to the problem is
one which will have to be considered in relation to the situation of the
property and the drainage of the area generally. This larger question
was still under consideration at the end of the year.

Fennsbank Avenue and St. Stephen's Avenue, Burnside, Rutherghen.—
Theheavy rainfallalsogave rise to complaints from the owner-occupiers
of bungalows in this area. This is a district which was in course of
development privately, prior to 1939. Building has not been re-started
and the present complaints of flooding will probably recur until such
time as the whole area is laid out with streets and sewers, etc., capable
of removing all the surface water from the undeveloped land in the
vicinity. :
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procedure and the property fenced off from public access. The adjacent
public highway indeed had to be closed to traffic. Owing to the owner
being unknown the Sheriff instructed publication in the press to ascer-
tain if any claimant would come forward. This did not materialise and
the County Council was given authority to demolish. The work was
proceeding at the end of the year at an estimated cost of £350.

A number of old insanitary properties from which the occupiers
had been rehoused were demolished during the year and as some of
these were abandoned properties the cost of demolition had to be
borne by the County Council.

It is becoming an increasingly serious liability to the County
Council to incur the expenditure involved in razing to the ground
properties which have been abandoned and have become derelict and

dangerous.

Water Supply

During the year 295 routine samples of water were taken by the
Sanitary staff from public supplies at various places and submitted for
chemical and bacteriological analyses. As a result of complaints and
requests received, a further 38 samples were taken from private supplies
for analysis. Action was taken and advice given where the supplies
were disclosed to be for some reason or another unfit for domestic use.

Complaints from householders in East Kilbride area in respect of
the colour of the water were made but the water in all cases was found
to be free from organic pollution.

Employees of Rolls Royce Factory also complained of the water
supply to the Factory but chemical analysis of samples taken showed
no organic pollution although the bacteriologist’s report showed
rather large numbers of bacteria. Further samples were taken and the
Company advised to have the storage tank cleaned out and supply
pipes scoured.

A scheme for a new and adequate supply for the village of Elsrickle
was proposed and ultimately approved of and when completed should
rectify a long-standing complaint.

Many water supply faults in isolated districts where Springs are in
use were found to be due to the lack of attention to the storage facilities

which very often were found to be in need of cleansing.
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ProsecuTtions.—Court proceedings were instituted against owners
of three properties where nuisance conditions still existed after service
of the Statutory Notice. In two cases the Local Authority carried out
the work under Warrant and in one case the owners, after having the
nuisance removed, were found liable in expenses. The following is a
note of the properties concerned :—

81/87 Main Street, Longriggend—Privy Midden. Nuisance
removed by Local Authority under warrant at cost of £9 3s.

42 Park Street, Cambuslang—Leaky roofs. Nuisance removed
by Local Authority under warrant at cost of £9 13s. 10d.
with £5 5s. expenses.

496 Old Glasgow Road, Uddingston—Defective waste pipe.
Nuisance removed by owner, who was found lable in
expenses, viz. £2 12s. 6d.

Owners' lack of financial resources constitutes the chief obstacle in
having serious conditions speedily abated, particularly in the class of
property which could be dealt with under the Housing Act as unfit for
human habitation if sufficient alternative accommodation were
available. In consequence, many of the repairs carried out can only be
described as ** First Aid ’’ and nuisance conditions tend to recur at
frequent intervals.

Coar Gas EscaPe.—The police at Caldercruix reported during the
year that a family consisting of husband, wife and one child had been
taken out of their house in a state of collapse and certified by their
doctor to be suffering from coal gas poisoning. The Gas Board inves-
tigated the matter and reported that their tests for coal gas were
negative and suggested that the Police call in the Sanitary Inspector
to see if there was an escape of sewer gas. On investigation being made
there was no evidence whatever that sewer gas was the cause of the
illness. In spite of the fact that the door and window had been kept
open prior to inspection a distinct though slight gas odour was eman-
ating from a hole in the floor under the waste sink. The air entering at
this place was subsequently tested by the County Chemist drawing it
through a palladium chloride tube and it was estimated that the amount
of Carbon monoxide was -01 per cent. by volume. The Chemist informed
the Gas Manager who admitted that the tests used by his staff were not
so sensitive and agreed to use the palladium chloride test in future.
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However, there is increasing evidence of more serious interest

being taken by the public and this was, toa great extent, the cause
of the setting up by the Government of the Committee of enquiry
known as “ The Beaver Committee "’ which submitted its report
during the year and which has been, in the main, accepted by the
Government.

This report makes certain recommendations which are all com-

mendable and which should be embodied in appropriate legislation
as soon as is possible.

The recommendations are as follows -—

(1) Subject to certain exceptions the emission of dark smoke from
any chimney should be prohibited by law.

(2) The use of efficient grit and dust arresting plant should be
obligatory in new industrial installations which burn pulverised
fuel, or solid fuel in any form at a maximum rate of 10 tons an
hour or more. It should be the duty of the owner or occupier of
premises on which any such installation, new or existing, is
situated, to take measurements of grit emission and to inform
the local authority of the results if so required. In other in-
dustrial installations fired by solid fuel, all reasonably practic-
able steps should be taken to prevent the emission of grit and
dust.

(3) In the case of certain industrial processes in which the pre-
vention of dark smoke, grit or harmful gases presents special
technical difficulties, responsibility for ensuring that the best
practicable means of prevention are used at all times should be
vested in the Alkali Inspectorate, and the provisions of the -
Alkali Acts should be extended accordingly.

(4) The provisions now in force under a number of local Acts for
regulating the design of new industrial furnaces should be
included in general legislation.

(5) The law for the control of smoke from railways, and of pollution
from colliery spoilbanks, should be brought up to date and
strengthened. Responsibility for enforcement should rest with
the local authorities.

(6) Local Authorities should have power under general legislation
by means of Orders requiring confirmation by the appropriate
Ministers to establish (1) smokeless zones in which the emission
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ALUMINIUM WORKS, BaILLIESTON.—Despite the measures pre-
viously taken to minimise smoke and fume emission from the smelting
furnace of these Works, observations showed that these measures were
not entirely successful. This was particularly noticeable when an oily
consignment of aluminium scrap was being smelted or during certain
atmospheric conditions. Opportunity, however, during the year was
taken to improve the fitting and sealing of the iron fire-doors, and the
iron canopy over the furnaces was extended to draw up, into the
chimney, smoke escaping when the doors were opened. A baffle-plate
grit and soot arrestor was installed in the chimney and the grit and
soot were delivered by a chute into a bag at floor level. Examination
of the contents of the grit collector showed that large quantities of
soot and grit were being prevented from escaping into the atmos-
phere, and whilst to this extent there was improvement during the
year, under certain weather conditions or the smelting of oily types of
scrap some cause for complaint is still liable to arise.

CLyDES MiLL Powgr StaTion, CamBusLaNG.—Complaint of smoke
and grit pollution from this large Power Station was investigated and
it was found that a certain degree of grit pollution did take place and
affect houses situated on the North bank of the River Clyde at Carmyle.
This matter was taken up with the responsible Electricity Authority.

CLYDESDALE STEEL AND TuBE Works, Mossenp.—Complaint
made against the emission of smoke and soot from these Works was
investigated and from observations over a period no serious nuisance
conditions could be detected although at certain times during the
weekly cleaning process of the producer gas mains, etc., by means of
steam jet and compressed air, nuisance conditions are liable to arise.
Prior warning, however, is given to the nearby tenants liable to be
affected and everything possible is done to minimise the nuisances.

BurNiNG SpoILBINGS.—In a mining county these are always with
us and cause endless negotiations and effort in having measures taken
to minimise the serious nuisance conditions caused thereby.

Marked improvement, I am glad to say, has now been shown in the
pollution caused by the burning bings at High Blantyre which for a
number of years gave the Department and the National Coal Board
grave concern. Whilst there is still an amount of smoke and fume
emission during certain weather conditions, the improvement is such
that serious complaint does not now arise.
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Disinfection of Houses

The Scheme, introduced in October, 1953, whereby all houses
formerly occupied by Tuberculosis patients were to be disinfected
before re-occupation was continued during the year. All windows, and
chimney vents of each apartment are completely sealed and the
disinfection is carried out by spraying with a solution of Formaldehyde
and finally with Ammonia as the neutralising agent. The scheme
originally was meant to cover only such County Council houses as
were vacated and to take the place of the costly redecoration work
which was formerly carried out, but the operations have now been
extended to cover also privately-owned houses. The total number of
houses disinfected during the year was 177 comprising 78 Local
Authority houses and 99 privately-owned houses. In addition the
Police Office at Strathaven and 8 Tuberc:ulosis Wards at Law Hospital
were also disinfected.

The work of disinfection is carried out by the Disinfestation
Officers and the cost involved approximates to £3 per house.

Private Streets

The problem of maintenance of private streets is one which is
increasing in difficulty year by year. Financial difficulties of owners
fronting or abutting such streets are in many cases such that the ex-
penditure involved in bringing these streets up to Highways standard
cannot be met, with the result that some slight patching up of the
surface defects merely delays the time when a further approach has
to be made to the owners.

I can only once more express the view that the time is fast approach-
ing when legislation will require to be introduced to permit of assistance
being provided to such owners to enable the streets to be brought up
to Highways standard and assumed as public highways thereafter.

There have been several instances brought to light recently where
adjacent developers require to use a portion of private roadway to
gain access to and from a site and it seems harsh that the fronting
owners through no fault of their own should be asked to pay for the
damage caused by this additional and probably excessive traffic before
the roadway can be made up and taken over.
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The Local Authority Slaughterhouses at Bellshill, Strathaven,
Shotts, Larkhall and Carluke continue to be maintained in good order.

Regular inspections required to be made, even at off duty times, to
the Knackery at Omoa. Complaints of obnoxious odours from these
Works arose from the residents of Newarthill and were generally experi-
enced in the evening hours. This is probably caused by the shift changing
and certain carelessness on the part of the employees and the manage-
ment in allowing concentrators to be left open or the chlorine deodor-
ising plant mmoperative. Whilst this type of work must by its nature
create smells, there is no doubt, with careful conduct and constant
supervision, subject to the provision of satisfactory fume treatment,
that nuisance conditions should be reduced to a minimum. In this
latter regard the older section of these works is still to be so provided
and the management have been advised that this must be done.
General improvement to the existing drainage disposal system was
also under consideration at the end of the year and, if provided, will, I
have no doubt, assist in improving the emission of offensive odours.

During the year the Slaughterhouse Act, 1954, received Royal
Assent and came into operation on 5th July.

The Act is essentially a complete Slaughterhouse Code repealing
the older statutes dealing with slaughterhouses, and giving all the

powers immediately necessary to ensure adequate slaughterhouse
service.

SECTION 9—REGISTRATION IN RESPECT OF PRIVATE SLAUGHTER-
HOUSES.—This section prohibits the use of premises as a private
slaughterhouse unless the person who uses them is registered with the
local anthority, and provides for the granting of registration and the
issue of certificates accordingly.

This system of registration replaces the annual licensing system of
Section 33 of the Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1897. As the period of
registration is not limited by the statute there is an onus on local
authorities to maintain a regular inspection of all private slaughter-
houses in operation and to ensure that the conditions there are such as
to justify the continuance of registration.

Pigstyes
Regular inspections of pigstyes within the County were made
throughout the year and, whilst conditions found at the larger piggeries
were mostly satisfactory, some of the smaller piggeries were far from
ideal either in respect of cleanliness, or structurally, particularly those
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In a number of other cases, some more recently registered, the
question of the disconformity of the premises will be dealt with when-
ever surveys of the various farms concerned can be completed.

Where the County Council consider that conditions are unsatis-
factory, and there is little apparent attempt on the part of the dairy-
man to improve, the question of revocation of registration is considered
as a last resort. Action of this kind is not always confirmed in Court,
however, as the following case will show.

Several farms were visited by the Committee in 1953, and in one
case they noted the poor methods of the farmer and the general
condition of the premises.

After a series of unsatisfactory milk samples in this case, the
Committee agreed on 20/1/54 to revoke the Standard Licence held by
the farmer and later in the year also revoked his Certificate of Registra-
tion under the Milk and Dairies (Scotland) Act, 1914. The Committes
held that (a) the farmer was unsuitable to carry on the trade of a
dairyman ; and (&) the premises had become unsuitable to the purposes
of the trade of a dairyman. A report on the defective condition of the
byre and dairy had been before the Committee when these decisions were
made.

The farmer appealed to the Sheriff to order restoration of the
Certificate of Registration and before the case was called m Court he
carried out the necessary repairs to the premises, although not in what
could be termed a thoroughly tradesmanlike manner.

In his Interlocutor the Sheriff ordered the Council to restore the
Certificate of Registration and in making this decision he stressed the
paramount importance of the question of ““ producing satisfactory
milk.” He stated that the Local Authority had submitted little
admissable evidence to show that the milk was bad. With regard to
the premises, as these were now in good condition, no case could be
made out on their account.

Adverse decisions of this kind against the Local Authornty's
opinion might encourage a spirit of disregard for the Dairy Byelaws,
etc., but it would be quite wrong to allow the result of such a case to
lead to less positive action in dealing with unsatisfactory premises not
up to the standard of Dairy Byelaw requirements.

In two cases where premises were unsatisfactory, applications for
registration were refused.
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Ice-Cream

TThe fn]%nwing table shows the position in respect of premises
registered in accordance with the requirements of the Ice-Cream
(Scotland) Regulations, 1948,

: Premises Vehicles
Number of certificates of registration in

force at 31st December, 1954 128 120
Number of applications for registration
considered during 1954 :—

(i) Number granted ... 10 25
(ii) Number refused ... Nil Nil
(1) Number withdrawn by applicant Nil Nil
Number of certificates of registration
cancelled during 1954 ... 7 23
Exempted Premises 256 -
Biggar (Burgh) ... 3 —
Lanark (Burgh) ... 10 —_

A report was received from the Department of Health on the result
of their Inspector's visits to 81 registered premises during 1953 and
1954. The report reminded the Local Authority of their powers to
refuse registration of premises where these do not satisfy certain con-
ditions, but also pointed out that the interpretation of these conditions
was left to the discretion of the Local Authority. The memorandum
on this subject, issued in 1948 by the Department of Health, was
intended for the guidance of Local Authorities, and it stressed that ice-
cream be manufactured in premises specifically set apart for that
purpose. The premises required to be well lit and ventilated, capable
of being kept clean and free from dust, and provided with hot and cold
water, and washing troughs for the cleaning and scalding of equipment.
Premises should not communicate directly with a dwelling-house, nor
with any room containing articles which are strong smelling, dirty, or
dusty.

In the present report it is stated that the majority of ice-cream
manufacturing premises in the County of Lanark conform to the
spirit of these suggestions, but that some latitude has been allowed in
certain outstanding cases. These number 11 and endeavour is being
made to have certain inadequacies made good.

It is the responsibility of the County Sanitary Inspector to see that
premises and fixed equipment are suitable for the manufacture,
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owing to the prorogation of Parliament. It is, however, being again
actively considered and it is hoped that 1955 will find it approved and
placed on the Statute Book. The provisions of the Bill are such that
considerable benefit and improvement should result from the powers
provided to the Local Authority in respect of the storage, handling
and transit of food. Draft Food Hygiene Regulations under the Act
have also been the subject of consideration by an appropriate Com-
mittee of the Department of Health and these Regulations now await
the approval of the Food and Drugs Bill,

Every effort was made by the staff during normal inspections of all
food shops and canteens to impress upon the management of these
places that every care must be taken in the handling of foodstuffs,
particular stress being laid on the washing of hands and the covering
of foodstuffs to prevent contamination.

Street Traders

Whilst there are no regulations in the County of Lanark governing
the licensing of street traders except in the specified instances of milk
retailers and ice-cream vendors, such Regulations do operate in the
City of Glasgow. Many of the applicants in the City store their vehicles
and unsold goods in premises within the County and I am requested
to certify the suitability of such premises before licences are granted.
Thirty-two such inspections were made during the year, 31 of which
disclosed the premises to be satisfactory whilst one was reported as
unsuitable.

Such control is, in my opinion, a sound measure in protecting the
health of the community.

Unsound Food and Food Inspection

During the year there were 2,335 inspections of shops and other
premises where foodstuffs were stored, and seizures amounting to
13,292 Ibs. of foodstuffs were made by the Sanitary staff.

Most of the meat was sent to a knackery for the extraction of fats,
etc., and a quantity was salvaged for pig feeding. The remainder of
the foodstuffs was buried or burned.

1
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Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949

The prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949, requires occupiers
and owners of land and premises, other than of agricultural land, to

notify the Local Authority in writing of the presence of rats and mice
in substantial numbers.

The Act places upon every-Local Authority the following duties at
(i) to inspect its district ;
(ii) to destroy rats and mice on its own properties :
(i) to enforce the duties of occupiers and owners, and for these

purposes gives powers of entry and authority to serve
notices requiring treatment to be carried out.

Many investigations were conducted during the year in connection
with the infestation by rats of various premises throughout the County
and the total number of premises dealt with by our Rodent Control
Operators was 7756.

The number of trapping operations was 966 and gassing was carried
out on 381 occasions. The total of actual and estimated number of rats
(including litters) destroyed was 9,952 in addition to 2,009 mice.

The control of the organisation in respect of rat disinfestation is in
the hands of the County Sanitary Inspector. The district staffs make
the necessary preliminary inspections in relation to infestation of all
properties within the County and obtain the services of one or more of
the four Rodent Control Operatives employed by the Department if
and when conditions warrant this. Inspections are carried out by the
Sanitary Staff on a routine basis and are not restricted entirely to
inspections on complaint. Regular disinfestation work is carried out
to all departmental property, i.e., refuse coups, sewage works, canteens,
slanghterhouses, etc.

The service of the Rodent Control Operatives is given on a payment
basis and the only occasion on which payment is not enforced is where
disinfestation measures are being carried out at abandoned properties
or in dwelling-houses, etc., where there is no known owner or where
the financial circumstances of the owner or occupier warrant the
provision of the service free of charge.

No legal proceedings were taken under the Act during the year. In
every instance where intimation was made to responsible owners and
occupiers ready consent was given by the responsible individuals in
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cleansing in itself remains a delegated function of the District Councils,
in respect of administration within their respective areas, other
executive and financial control is governed by the County Council
through the Special Districts Committee.

Prior to 1943, when there were 62 Special Scavenging Districts,
each one was administered and operated as a circumscribed and self-
contained entity entirely independent of its neighbours and with no
connection therewith except in some cases the fortuitous fact that it
was operated by the same District Council, being in a Scavenging
District within the same District Council Area. By this system each
Special District was as foreign to its neighbours as if there was no
community of interests as integral parts of the County for other major
purposes.

In the last five years there have been many changes for the better,
The formation of the County Special Scavenging District in place of
the former separate districts; the introduction of a direct labour
service in many districts, thus dispensing with the former contract
service ; the introduction of a better type of refuse collection vehicle
and the back door collecting system operating in almost all parts of
the County.

All these improvements have of course, given rise to many other
problems, e.g., the provision of satisfactory welfare, canteen and
washing facilities for the employees.

Cleansing is one of the most important public services and it
continues to expand in the County year by year. To maintain this
service at a high level the Sanitary staff now require to devote more
time to Cleansing and, with his other multifarious duties, the Sanitary
Inspector’s day is indeed full and varied. However, it will be seen
from the figures disclosed in this report that the statistics of the
service must be collated and examined constantly if efficient and
effective control is to be maintained.

Responsible as the Public Cleansing Service is for the collection
and disposal of the daily wastes of the household, shop, office and
factory, it must operate efficiently with the minimum of disorganisation
in adverse weather conditions in order to satisfy the needs of every
member of the public, and create a solid foundation upon which the
County Council can establish an efficient service covering the health
and well-being of the community. Dustbins must be emptied regularly
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Ice-CrEAM.—There are now only 3 registered Ice-Cream premises
within the Burgh, 2 for manufacture and sale, and 1 for sale only.
Regular routine inspections were made throughout the year, and the
premises were found to be maintained in a clean and satisfactory
manner.

PusLic CoNVEYANCES.—No complaint was to be found in the stan-
dard of cleanliness in the public service vehicles plying in this area.

TeEnTs AND VAns.—No cases involving tents and vans were met with
in the area of the Burgh during the year.

ScAVENGING.—The collection of refuse within the Burgh continued
to be satisfactorily carried out by a staff in the direct employment of
the Town Council, the refuse being disposed of in a coup at Oxgate.

Complaint was again made during the year by the farmer whose
land adjoins the refuse coup regarding the depositing on the coup of
sheep offal from the slaughterhouse. The cause of the trouble can be
attributed in the first instance to the slaughterhouse employees who, by
their apparent carelessness, allow such material to find its way into the
portable tank which is kept for the removal of liquid waste from the
slaughterhouse. On the other hand, the scavenging employees, who
remove and empty the tank daily, have instructions that, should any
pieces of offal be found in the tank, they will ensure that they are
properly buried. It seems clear that this part of the contract is not
always being adhered to.

The foreman contractor at the slaughterhouse was advised of the
serious nature of the complaint, and took it upon himself to ensure that
there would be no further cause forcomplaint. The scavenging employees
were also re-instructed regarding their duties in this respect, and, from
then till the end of the year, no further complaint had arisen.

The public conveniences in the Burgh were maintained n a satis-
factory manner during the year.

Uxsounp Foop.—Several inspections of food in the shops in the
Burgh were carried out during the year and a total of 67 1bs. seized as
unsound. Such items were removed and buried in the refuse coup.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PEsTS AcT.—The services of the County
Ratcatcher were utilised wherever necessary, in private dwellings and
at the refuse coup at Oxgate, all with satisfactory results.






