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COUNTY COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF LANARK

ANNUAL REPORT

COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Introduction to the Report of Health Conditions in the County
during the year 1950

Statistics.—The health conditions in the County as evidenced
by the vital statistics were well maintained. The death rate was 11-3
per 1,000 of the population.

The infantile mortality rate was 41 per 1,000 births—the lowest
ever recorded. This rate has shown a steady decline for the last 60
years but the present figure, good as it is, is one which must give rise
to no complacency.

The maternal mortality was 1-72 per 1,000 live births—again a
good figure although it was lower (1-67) in 1948,

Infectious Diseases.—In the field of infectious diseases there was
a considerable increase in the number of cases of dysentery. This
disease is increasing in numbers all over the country and unfortunately
is not one which is easily susceptible to any known method of control :
it can be controlled, however, by individuals themselves adopting
the most scrupulous attention to ordinary hygiene and particularly
to washing of hands.

The position with regard to diphtheria is extremely satisfactory,
the total number of notifications received was 78, but of these only 3
were proved to be diphtheria. None of the 3 was immunised. There
was one death. It is very much to be hoped that parents will realise
that this figure is achieved only by reason of the Immunisation Cam-
paign. When incidence is low parents are apt to forget the dangers
of this disease and therefore fail to have their children immunised.
Should such indifference prevail it can be prophesied that we shall
have an increase in our figures in subsequent years and accordingly
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every responsible person should do his or her utmost in an endeavour
to have all children in the County immunised.

Acute anterior poliomyelitis in this year showed its second greatest
incidence, namely 91 notifications with 62 confirmed cases. We
still do not know as much as we would like about this disease. There
15 as yet no specific treatment for the acute stage and there is no
specific preventive procedure known. That being so we are thrown
back on general measures which are in themselves extremely simple.
Their very simplicity makes parents and young adults doubt their
efficacy but I would assure them that this is unfortunate because if
these simple precautions are strictly carried out any individual is
much less likely (1) to become a victim, and (2) if he does become a
victim is much less likely to be paralysed, and (3) if he is a victim with
paralysis is likely to have less paralysis. The simple measures are
stated in the report. (Page 27).

The other incident which caused a considerable amount of appre-
hension in the minds of the public and work in the Health Department
was the occurence in March of the cases of smallpox in Glasgow. One
case occurred in a hospital in this area and vaccination clinics were
opened in a large number of centres in the County and the public
demand was so great that a total of 42,149 were vaccinated by members
of my staff and 48,870 were vaccinated by medical practitioners—a
total of 91,019. The conditions were such that vaccination was not
generally stressed but no person who desired to be vaccinated was
refused. It was particularly gratifying to know that in that large
number of vaccinations, many of which were primary in persons over
infant age, no untoward result whatsoever came to the notice of this
Department. .

It should be noted that for the first time whooping cough was mad
compulsorily notifiable as from 1st January, 1950. There were 1,042
notifications.

Maternity and Child Welfare.—Gas and Air Analgesia is in
increasing demand by patients and it is interesting to note that in
the domiciliary midwifery cases 58 per cent of the mothers availed
themselves of this.

It cannot be too strongly stressed if this scheme is to be a success
that mothers must, while yet in the antenatal period, have demon-
strated to them the use of the apparatus. This arrangement is in force
in this County and has probably been largely responsible for the
increased demand.
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Tuberculosis.—It is gratifying to notice that during this year
there was a very considerable reduction in the number of cases
coming te our notice. It is to be hoped that we have now got
over the peak and that the reduction will be maintained. The non-
pulmonary figure has continued steadily to fall since 1946 and this
year is no exception,

B.C.G.—It is of interest to note that B.C.G. vaccination is getting
under way in this County. That the numbers are such as they are is
largely owing to the lack of adequate isolation facilities such as we
will have when the Preventorium is established. As isolation mean-
time rests within the family it is not easy to increase the numbers
rapidly.

Domestic Help Scheme.—We have not during this year reached,
it would appear, the end of the upward trend in our figures. This
scheme is extremely popular and is meeting a great social need. It
may well be that one Supervisor and an Assistant looking after so
many cases in this widely-scattered county is inadequate and con-
sideration will soon require to be given to the appointment of an
additional Assistant Supervisor.

It is a matter requiring elucidation that as shown in the body
of the report only one-fifth of the women confined in their own homes
made application for the service.

Home Nursing.—As a result of the National Health Service Act
there has not been the increase in the demand for domiciliary nursing
that was anticipated. The arrangements in the County where this
service is given by the existing Nursing Associations has proved, to
date, very successful and the co-operation between the Local Health
Authority and Voluntary Associations is excellent. It would, in my
view, be a great pity if such an arrangement were to cease.

Health Education.—The work in connection with Health Educa-
tion has, as will be seen, been very considerably extended. It is to be
regretted that at many of the lectures—both those given under the
auspices of the Scottish Council for Health Education and those by
myself and members of my staff—the attendances are still disappoint-
ing. When talking to a preformed audience the response is rather
better—hence our concentration generally on this type of audience.
Where attendances are small, the lack of numbers is generally com-
pensated by keenness and interest on the part of the audience and
many questions are asked; in many cases very interesting dis-
cussions have frequently resulted.
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On the afternoon of Friday, 31st March, 1950, I was informed
by the Medical Superintendent of Hairmyres Hospital that a patient—
a known contact—who had been removed to Hairmyres on Monday,
27th March, had on Friday, 31st March, been confirmed as a case of
haemorrhagic smallpox. I immediately called at the hospital and
obtained a list of all members of the staff—nursing, domestic and
other—who did not live in the hospital. Through the kind co-
operation of the Secretary of the Hospital Management Board a list
was compiled very quickly and by 6 p.m. I had it in my office. The
names of those persons—amounting to 330—living in the landward
part of the County were given to the appropriate Assistant Medical
Officers of Health who endeavoured that night to visit them and to
impress on them the need for submitting all members of the family
for vaccination at the earliest possible moment. This visitation was
carried on until 11.30 p.m. The names of employees living in areas
outwith the County were intimated at once to the respective Medical
Officers of Health.

Vaccination Centres were arranged in East Kilbride, Cambuslang,
Blantyre, Larkhall and Cadzow and were open from Saturday, lst
April, 1950. Those contacts living in the scattered areas—and they
were literally from all parts of the County—were contacted and
vaccinated in their own homes by a Medical Officer.

On the morning of Saturday, 1st April, 1950, I attended, with the
Chief Administrative Medical Officer of the Western Regional Hospital
Board and the Deputy Medical Officer of Health, Glasgow, a meeting
at which there was a very full discussion as to the further action to be
taken in view of the potentially very dangerous position. It was
agreed that hospital accommodation would be made available for
the reception of smallpox cases.

In view of the difficulty of ascertaining the names of all friends
and relatives and out-clinic patients who had visited Hairmyres
Hospital during the relevant period, namely, since 27th March, I
thought it wise to ask the B.B.C. to broadcast on the evening of
saturday an appeal that such people should get into touch with their
Medical Officer of Health without delay.

Main vaccination clinics were established at East Kilbride, Blan-
tyre, Cambuslang, Bellshill, Larkhall and Shotts, but it was also found
necessary to open clinics at Strathaven, Lanark, Tannochside, Udding-
ston and Bishopbriggs.
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The total number of cases ending fatally was 5, giving a death
rate of 8-06 per cent of the total confirmed cases. The fatal cases
were all males and with one exception were between the ages of 1-15
years.

Of the 58 confirmed cases removed to hospital, 51 were admitted
to Strathclyde Hospital, Motherwell, 3 to Roadmeetings Hospital, 1 to
Hairmyres Hospital, and 2 to Belvidere Hospital, Glasgow. One case
in the post-acute stage was admitted directly to Stonehouse Hospital.

Of the remaining 4 cases, 3 were detected in the late stage of the
disease and required out-patient treatment only. The other case was
not notified until after death had occurred.

In the 29 cases admitted to hospital and proved not to be suffering
from poliomyelitis, the diagnosis was revised as follows :—clinically
negative, 11 ; tubercular meningitis, 1; dysentery, 2; sprain of
shoulder, 1; cellulitis of arm, 1; benign lymphocytic meningitis, 1 ;
cervical adenitis, 1 ; sub-arachnoid haemorrhage, 1 ; acute arthritis,
1; pneumonia, 2; influenza, 1; bronchitis, 1; gastro enteritis, 1 ;
urticaria, 1 ; tonsillitis, 3.

As stated in the introduction to this report, there is no specific
preventive procedure known and we are therefore thrown back on
general measures which are extremely simple. They are :—

1. Hands should be washed frequently, and especially before
preparing or taking any food and after attending to toilet
either of person or of children.

2. No child should be allowed to over exert itself, particularly
in the hot sun. Adequate rest should be enforced and
should be taken in well-ventilated rooms.

3. Parents should do everything in their power to maintain
the health of their children. In particular, mothers of
small children should take full advantage of the vitamin
products supplied by the Ministry of Food.

4. All precautions should be taken to prevent attracting flies
and all food (including milk and fruit) should be kept
covered and not left on dressers, tables, etc.

5. Crowded places should be avoided and travelling in public
vehicles curtailed to the minimum. In times of undue
prevalence parents should ask themselves, particularly
if they are taking children with them, “ Is our journey
really necessary ? "'
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MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES.

Lunatic Poor.

Throughout the year, the Authorised Officers dealt with 225 cases
who required to be admitted to Hartwood Mental Hospital. Of this
number, 90 entered on a voluntary basis and did not require certifi-
cation. The total number given here has not to be taken as the actual
- number of admissions to Hartwood Mental Hospital during the year,
as under the new Regulations, patients may be admitted at the
instance of friends, quite apart from reference to a Local Authority.

Throughout the year, 17 patients were liberated on probation from
Hartwood Mental Hospital, and the supervision and visitation of such
cases were undertaken. Five cases were placed under guardianship
throughout the year, having previously had a term of probation.
In many instances reports were given to the Medical Superintendent
of Hartwood Mental Hospital on home conditions of patients, in order
to enable him to decide on the question of liberation on probation of
patients, or to ensure that on their discharge the patients had a proper
home to which to go.

Mental Defective Cases.

In terms of Sections 56 and 57 of the Education (Scotland) Act,
1946, intimation was received from the Education -Authority of 20
cases. In two cases, intimation should have been sent to West Lothian
County and one case was already in an Institution and merely required
re-certification. In the remaining 17 cases, each home was visited and
reported upon with the result that, in three cases, admission to a
Mental Institution was effected, in four cases, the names were placed
on the Waiting List and in 10 cases no action was taken, as the parents
decided to be responsible for the proper care and maintenance of the
children. In addition to the three admissions mentioned above, 10
other cases were admitted to a Certified Institution throughout the
year. The number of admissions, however, obtained does not keep
pace with the number of applications received throughout the year
with the result that there is always a Waiting List and, no matter what
is accomplished, it never grows less.

Special reports on home conditions were supplied to the General
Board of Control at their request in 101 cases, while Special Reports
were submitted on cases, where, owing to some circumstance or another,
a special review of the cases was taken by the General Board of control.
The normal visitation and supervision of Boarded-out Mental Defectives
in the County was also carried out throughout the year.
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The distribution of the practising midwives according to the District
Council Areas is as follows :—

Number MNumber
District Council of District Council of
Area. Midwives. Area. Midwives,
No. I 3 MNo. VII ... 9
No. II 7 No. VIII 8
Mo, IIT ... 9 No. IX ... 19
No. IV ... 10 Lanark Burgh ... 3
1o 0 A i 8 Biggar Burgh ... 3
MedE Bl o 15 Resident outwith County 17

Change of Address.—The changes of address of four midwives were
notified to the Board.

Inspection of Midwives.—The routine inspection of midwives
resident in the County numbered 213. In addition, 203 special inspec-
tions were made.

Attendance at Confinemenis—The number of births notified as
having been attended by certified midwives was 2,384, which represents
39-09, of the total births.

Attendance by Ungualified Persons.—There were no cases of attend-
ance by an unqualified person.

Infantile Deaths.—The total number of infantile deaths was 233.
In 131 cases the deaths occurred in infants during the first 14 days,
52 of these occurred in domiciliary cases under the Domiciliary Mid-
wifery Scheme and 76 attended by midwives in Institutions and 3
other domiciliary cases attended by midwives. The causes of death
were as follows :—Prematurity 77 ; Injury at birth 8 ; Atelectasis 15 ;
Congenital malformation 7; Congenital heart 7; Atrophy 2;
Pneumonia 2 ; Cerebral Haemorrhage 3 ; other causes 10.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum and Discharging Eyes.—The total number of
cases was 92 ; 63 occurred in cases under the Domiciliary Midwifery
Service and 29 cases attended by midwives in institutions.

Puerperal Fever and Pyrexta.—The total number of cases was 39
and 22 occurred among domiciliary cases under the Domiciliary Mid-
wifery Service and 17 attended by midwives in institutions.
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TABLE I.—NUMBER OF SETS OF PLANS LODGED DURING THE YEAR
1950, IN ACCORDANCE WITH BYE-Laws 41 axp 51, CLASSIFIED
ACCORDING TO THE NATURE OF THE BUILDINGS SET FORTH IN

PLANS.
NEW BuiLDINGS ALTERATIONS AND 'J
i- Agri-
ParisH Houses Public cultural Houses Public cultural
and Fac- Build- Build- Others and  Fac- Build- Buoild- O
Shops tories ings  ings 1 Shops tories ings ings
*x
Avondale 8 —_ 2 G G 19 2 2 4
Biggar T -— —_ — — 1 4 - - =
Blantyre ... 1 = 1 2 13 6 3 1 1
Bothwell ... o 12 (i} T 4 45 31 i 2 3
Cadder b 10 L] — T 35 18 2 3 1
Cambuslang 3 4 1 2 27 14 — 3 —_—
Cambusnethan 4 2 - (1] 10 7 3 1 L
Carluke i 3 2 1 il 9 20 2 2 1
Carmichael ... 2 - - — 2 + . — —
Carmunnock 3 — — 3 9 4 — — .
Carnwath 3 2 2 11 4 17 1 —_— 41
Carstairs 2 — —_ 3 4 i} — — —
Coulter — — - -— - —_ - = =
Covington and
Thankerton — — — 1 - 2 _— —— —
Crawford ... s — — — 7 + 11 — 1 —
Crawfordjohn R — — — 1 1 — — —_ 1
Dalser{ 3 — 2 3 20 19 1 1 1
Dalziel 2 - S el 1 = e 1 =
Dolphinton — = =L -= == _ — — 1
Douglas 1 —- - - 1 (5} 13 — 3 —_
Dunsyre e — — —- - s e — - ——
East Kilbride 11 ] 1 11 13 14 -_ —_— 1
Glassford ... 3 —_ — 1 2 3 —_ | 2
Glasgow — - =  — 18 5 - = —
Hamilton ... 2 o - fi 4 8 e — 1
Lamington and ;
wﬂﬂﬂt] s ]. ! ! — — — —_— —— o = 2. ——
Lanark 3 1 1 4 i b 1 1 _—
Liberton ... 1 = = 1 = 4 i B -
Lesmahagow b 2 — 11 22 21 3 4 8
Mew Monkland 4 1 1 2 (i 12 1 3 &
Old Monkland b 2 2 3 &0 24 3 3 2
Pettinain ... — — —_ 1 2 2 _— — 1
Rutherglen ... 1 2 -— — 20 11 3 — —_—
Shotts o 7 3 3 4 17 11 1 —_ 1
Stonehouse ... 1 1 — 2 a ! 1 —_ -
Symington ... = — —— 1 1 7 — —
Walston e — - - 1 — 4 - — —_
Wiston and Roberton 1 —_— — — — 3 — —— —
Total e 106 44 24 112 366 338 a2 32 36

1 Includes canteens, 5; clubrooms, 3; coffee stall, 1; electrical sub-stations, 5; fl
station, 1 ; football pavilions, 2 ; gas meter house, 1 ; grandstand, 1 ; greenhouses, 11 ; hostel,
lavatories, 4; lock-ups, 3; memorial, 1; offices, 6; packing sheds, 3; private garages, 2
pumphouse, 1; restaurant, 1; shelters, 5; showroom, 1; stadium, 1; stores, 28; surgery,
switch gear house, 1; toolsheds, 7; and washhouse, 1. ;
o h;ﬂlnc.ludes plans for additions to dwelling-houses. In this way 33 apartments were added

SE8.

t Includes canteen, 1 ; clubrooms, 6 ; electrical sub-station, 1; hall, 1 ; hobbies workshop,
hotels, 2; lavatory, 1; licensed premises, 9; offices, 8 ; pithead baths, 1; private garages,
sports pavilions, 2 ; stores, 3: and surgery, 1.
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Housing (Scotland) Act, 1925

In terms of Section 111 of the above Act, 3 applications were
received for the erection of houses of less than three-apartments,
viz.—(1) 8 houses of two-apartments at Thornhill, Blantyre, for the
County Council ; (2) 10 houses of two-apartments at Harthill Mains,
Harthill, for the Scottish Special Housing Association Ltd.; and
(3) 3 houses of two-apartments at Limekilns 3rd Development, East
Kilbride, for East Kilbride Development Corporation. The applications
were recommended for approval, since the intention in each case is to
provide housing accommodation for aged persons.

Housing (Financial Provisions) {Scﬁﬂand} Act, 1946

1,471 houses erected by the Local Authority, and 229 houses by
the Scottish Special Housing Association Ltd., were inspected and
reported on to the County Clerk as completed and eligible for grant,
said houses complying with the requirements of the Department of
Health for Scotland.

Housing {Rural Workers) Acts, 1926-1938
Building operations in connection with alterations and improve-
ments to 7 houses for the accommodation of agricultural workers or
others whose economic position is substantially the same as such
workers, were satisfactorily completed during the year, and reported
on to the County Clerk with a view to the issue of Certificates “ B "
to the respective owners.

Building Licensing Regulations
388 applications for licences were received during the year, and
229 licences, amounting to £115,521, granted, including 22 licences for
the erection of new houses at a cost of £38,052. The properties referred
to in the applications were inspected, circumstances investigated, and
reports forwarded to the County Clerk for consideration by the
appropriate Committee,

Housing (Scotland) Act, 1949

This Act became Law on 30th July, 1949, and in terms of Section 9
thereof the Local Authority are empowered to make grants to private
persons for the provision of dwellings by means of the conversion of
houses or other buildings, or the improvement of existing dwellings,
provided that after completion of the works, the dwellings will provide
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Private SuppLIES.—Cathkin Mill Cottages, Rutherglen, 5;
Springs at New Lanark, 2 ; Turdees Farm, Salsburgh, 3 ; Kates Well,
Shottskirk ; Starryshaw Farm, Shotts ; Brow Farm, Winterhill Farm
and Spoutscross Farm, Newmains ; Wintermuir Farm, West Lindsay-
land Farm and Duncryne, Biggar; Carlinside Farm, Nemphlar ;
Sheilloan Farm, Drumclog; Burn Farm, Carnduff and Tetherings
Farm, Strathaven; Brackenhill Farm, Meikle Earnock, Blantyre-
ferme No. 3 Colliery ; Curlingmire Farm, Auldhouse ; River Medwyn ;
Springhill, Libberton; North Lodge, Thankerton; West Badallan
Farm, Fauldhouse.

Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act, 1928

During the year 116 formal, 2,341 informal and 24 privately
received samples were examined, a total of 2,481 as against 2,047
last year.

The privately received samples were Butter, 7; Margarine, 7 ;
Cheese, 4 ; Jam, 3 ; Certified Milk, 1 ; Sweet Milk, 1 ; and Oatmeal, 1.

The sweet milk was deficient by 10-3 per cent. milk fat and the
certified milk was contaminated with blood.

e

e —

Number adulterated
or otherwise giving
Number Examined rise to irregularity
Article Formal Informal Formal Informal
Sweet Milk 44 480 10 54
T.T. Milk 8 816 3 30
Mince ... o 24 206 1 31
Slice Sausage 7 116 1 6
Link Sausage 1 54 1 3
Whisky ... . 39 1 3 e
Standard Milk ... e — 19 — —
Pasteurised Milk — 324 - 8
Ice-Cream e e -- 111 - - -—
Sausage Meat ... — 2 — —

and one sample each of the following :—Meat Improver, Vinegar,
Mixed Spice, Camphorated Oil, Cream, Meat Roll.
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Ice-CREAM.—During the year 291 samples of ice-cream were
purchased from vendors throughout the County. These were submitted
to bacteriological and chemical examination. Where the bacterial
count was considered unsatisfactory return visits were made to the
premises concerned and the makers advised as to the adoption of more
hygienic methods in the production and to the need for thoroughly
washing before sterilisation of all equipment used in the manufacture
of ice-cream. This in many cases resulted in a marked improvement
in the bacteriological content of the ice-cream produced but, unfor-
tunately, this improvement was not always maintained. -

BuTTER.—Attention continues to be given to the proper sepmtuan,
of butter from margarine and the statutory labelling of the latte: ;';:
commodity insisted upon on all visits to grocer's shops. A sample of
butter was procured for analysis and was found to be genuine. ]

MarGARINE.—Labelling and wrapping of margarine to comply w
the Margarine Regulations continues to receive attention. Durmg he
year it has been observed that practically no bulk margarine is n-:e
offered for sale in the shops. Any margarine offered is pre-packed anc E:
properly wrapped and labelled either as standard or special.

Whisky.—48 samples of whisky were procured during the year
and of these 5 were found to be adulterated by the admixture of water
to beyond 35 degrees u.p. In one instance the deficiency was so sm f
that legal proceedings were not instituted but a cautionary letter
sent by the County Clerk. In 3 cases successful legal proceedi
followed while in the fifth case the publican was found not gui
owing to a legal technicality in the framing of the charge.

MiLk (SpeEciaL DESIGNATIONS) ORDERS (SCOTLAND).—AIll des
nated milk being delivered to distributors’ premises in the County
continues to be regularly and systematically supervised and sampled.
In this way 1,071 samples were procured, all of which were examil
bacteriologically and chemically. Where any sample procured fails
comply with the regulations a note of the producer concerned is pa
to the Milk Officers so that they may investigate the conditions
production at the farm concerned. During the year the number of
depots where milk is pasteurised has increased to 10 and there i
possibility in the very near future of a further increase in this numh
As recommended by the Department of Health in Edinburgh each of

these depots is visited and inspected regularly every fortnight and
samples of their incoming and processed milk are taken. The resulti



107

of the processed milk have in the majority of instances proved to be
satisfactory. Occasionally we do find that coliform bacilli are detected
in the Pasteurised Milk. This, generally speaking, can be traced to the
practice of hand discing bottles. The results of all samples taken are
communicated to the depots concerned and all unsatisfactory samples
are notified every month to the Department of Health.

CorTROL OF MILK TO ScHOOL CHILDREN.—AII distributors supplying
milk to schools whose premises are situated within the County are
visited regularly and their incoming supplies sampled. An effort is
also made to check up on their outgoing supplies by obtaining samples
of their milk at the various schools supplied by each. In this way
172 samples were procured at distributors’ premises and 140 bottles
were obtained from schools throughout the County.

Under the supply of dinners to school children it should be men-
tioned that periodical inspections are made of the various cooking
centres and certain samples of the food stuffs to be prepared are taken
for examination. At these inspections attention is always directed to
the hygienic handling of all food stuffs and advice given as to the best
methods of washing and sterilising the various utensils used. Generally
speaking, these cooking depots are found to be clean and well organised.

Pubric HEALTH (PRESERVATIVES, ETC., IN Foop) REGULATIONS
(ScotLaND), 1925.—507 samples of mince, sausage, sausage meat, etc.,
have been obtained during the year. These have all been examined for
the presence of preservative. In 27 samples of mince and 9 of sausage
it was found that excessive amounts of preservative had been used.
In all cases the vendors concerned were notified and cautioned and at
a later date official samples were procured. As a result 9 official samples
were found to contain excessive amounts of preservative and legal
proceedings followed. In every case the vendor pled guilty and fines
imposed ranged from £1 to £5.

MEeaT AND OTHER Foobps.—At all inspections of shops attention is
directed to the detection of any unsound food. This has resulted in
the necessity to condemn a considerable amount of tinned goods.
Where any such are detected a condemnation certificate is issued to
the shop-keeper and the offending articles removed for destruction.
During the year no case of any serious food poisoning has been detected;
nevertheless there is, in my opinion, an urgent need for a campaign for
food hygiene generally throughout the County. This is especially true
in cases of many smaller traders.
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LaBELLING OF Foop OrDER.—AL all inspections in shops attention
is given to the statutory requirements of this order and, generally
speaking, it has been found to be well complied with.

Merchandise Marks Act, 1926

The requirements of this Act continue to receive the attention of
this department during our routine visits to shops.

Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act, 1926

During the year 6 samples were obtained under this Act and these 1
were submitted to the Agricultural Analyst and found to comply with

the guarantee.
Shops Act, 1912-1934

The Food and Drugs Inspectorate continue to carry out the work
under the above acts as in previous years. It was observed that street
trading by mobile vans continues to increase throughout the year.
Some of these mobile vehicles were second-hand motor vehicles which
had been reconstructed to act as travelling shops. Many of such
vehicles were entirely unsatisfactory and the owners were advised
accordingly. At the same time a request was made to the Food
Executive Officer that Trading Licences should not be issued to any
vendor for a mobile shop until such time as the intended vehicle had
been inspected by this department.

TapLE D.—SuHowiING INsPEcTIONS, ViIsITS To SHops, ETC., AND
CONTRAVENTIONS IN THE CoUNTY IN 1950.

Inspections to localities ... PO 1 |
Visits to shops, etc. e 447

Contraventions.

Failure to close: Weekly Half-Holiday and under
Closing Orders

Sale of non-exempted goods

Street Trading

Failure to give assistants afternoon off weekly o

Failure to give assistants proper intervals for meals ...

Employing young persons over 16 years and under 18
years more than 48 hours per week

Failure to exhibit notices in terms of Act

ol ol

el |
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MEAT INSPECTION—SLAUGHTERHOUSES etc.

As General Superintendent of Abattoirs and County Meat Inspector,
I have to submit the following report for the year 1950 :—

It will be observed from Table I, that the total number of animals
slaughtered at the various abattoirs was 48,082, out of which 9,891
animals were found to contain disease in some form.

Of the 9,891, there were 502 carcases totally or partially condemned
and 9,389 carcases found with local conditions in which organs only
were condemned, these combined being 20-57 per cent. of the total
animals slaughtered, as compared with 17-53 per cent. the previous

year.

Of the 8,532 cattle slaughtered at the various abattoirs, 2 sent in
by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries under the Tuberculosis
Order, were totally condemned.

Tables IT. and III. show in detail, for each slaughterhouse, the class
of animal slaughtered and the extent to which disease was prevalent,
both in abattoirs and private slaughterhouses throughout the district.

Table 1V. shows the number of organs and the diseases for which
they were condemned in those cases where organs only were condemned
in abattoirs.

ALFRED NiMmo.
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Burghs of Lanark and Biggar.

Below are tables showing in detail the class and number of animals
slaughtered and the amount of disease detected at the above places.
It has been arranged to carry on the work of meat inspection at these
places in conjunction with the County staff by the appointment of
the officials who carried out the work for these burghs previous to the
County taking over the responsibility. It might be said that, mean-
time, nothing has been changed there, except that the returns are
directed to the County Public Health Department, Hamilton. They
are given here, and show in detail the exact position at these places.

Generally speaking, my opinion is that the arrangements under the
Local Government Act, so far as slaughterhouses are concerned in
these small burghs, where administration is in the hands of the Burgh
authority and meat inspection in the hands of the County authority,
make it difficult to organise and carry out the work satisfactorily.

The amount of imported Meat condemned for Bone Taint was
688 1bs. Nineteen 6-1b. tins, making a total of 114 lbs., of Corned Meat,
were also condemned at Lanark Slaughterhouse.

The amount of Meat and Organs condemned was, Meat, 41,643 Ibs.;
Organs, 43,490 Ibs.

The following amounts for Biggar Slaughterhouse were also
condemned :—Corned Meat, twelve 6-1b. tins, amounting to 72 Ibs.

The amount of Meat and Organs condemned was, Meat, 7,596 lbs.;
Organs, 8,665 lbs. (Relates to period 13/6/50 to 31/12/50. Previous
part of the year’s records destroyed by fire.)

LANARK—

Carcases condemned wholly or partially.
Carcases in which the Organs only were condemned.
Animals Slaughtered

Tuberculosis. Other Diseases.
Carcases: Carcases,

Class. Number Organs Organs
Whally. Partially. only. Whaolly., Partially. only.
Cows ... 1,058 17 1 201 55 18 406
Heifers ... 421 7 - 13 10 2 168
Bulls ety AL — — 7 — — 42
Bullocks ... 305 1 — 25 2 o 259
E;lf-rw;s ... 5,459 3 — G 51 - 50
... 6,018 — — — 56 15 1,274
Swine ... 65 — - - 1 1 28
Total ... 13,457 28 1 252 175 36 2,227
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Diseasep Uppers.—It will be observed that the total number of
cows slaughtered was 4,452. Of these, 54 were totally condemned
on account of generalised tuberculosis, 1 of which showed evidence
of tubercle in the udder. There were 88 cows partially condemned
on account of various forms of localised tuberculosis, and of these
9 had udders affected. In addition to the foregoing, there were 1,570
cows in which the disease was so localised that organs only were
condemned. Of the total cows slaughtered, 2,459 cases of indurated
udder or other forms of chronic mammitis were found. Many of these
cases might be called doubtful tubercle in the absence of microscopic
examinations,

Of the 1,897 heifers slaughtered, 17 were totally condemned and 11
partially condemned. Two congenital cases of tuberculosis were
reported to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, who trace the
sellers through the market or other information supplied, and thereby
find the mothers of the calves.

In dealing with emergency cases, all animals are prohibited from
entering public abattoirs or private slaughterhouses unless accom-
panied by a veterinary certificate certifying that the animal is not
suffering from a contagious disease, as scheduled under the Contagious
Diseases (Animals) Act, except in cases of accident or consequent

upun calving.
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The visits to private slaughterhouses and other places, outside
abattoirs, were as follows :—

Private slaughterhouses 10
Butcher's shops, vans, stores, ete. ... 3,010

Public Health (Meat Inspection) Regulations (Scotland),
1932, Article 15.

One permit for meat stores was dealt with during the year.

Licences had to be obtained from the Bacon Development Board
to slaughter pigs at Carluke and Strathaven Slaughterhouses under
the Bacon Industries Act, 1938-1939, for the manufacture of bacon.
Under the Bacon Development Board it is necessary that the Board
should have control of the bacon from the source up to the manufacture
of bacon, and Carluke and Strathaven are the only districts in which
there is sufficient demand for a small factory.

CoLp StoRrRES.—There are 178 cold stores, the cooling arrangements
of which are—ice, 14 ; mechanical, 164. In other parts of the County
the registration has not yet been arranged, but the necessary attention
has been given to all under Section 43 of the Public Health (Scotland)
Act, 1897, and the new Meat Regulations, with satisfactory results,

During the year a large number of inspections were made to cold
stores, and, generally speaking, their contents were found sound and
the apartments kept in a satisfactory condition.

UnsouNp MEAT.—At abattoirs and private slaughterhouses all
condemnations have been carried out with owner’s consent. The total
weight of meat condemned outside the abattoirs (includinz private
slaughterhouse, fleshers’ shops and farms where special permits for
slaughtering were authorised) amounted to 2,644 lbs. of Bone Taint,
and 64 tins of Corned Meat, weight being 384 lbs. The total weight
of meat condemned at our abattoirs was 88,078 lbs., and weight of
organs condemned was 152,256 lbs. All condemned meat is the
property of the Ministry of Food.

Periodic visits were made to the Special Schools, advice given re-
garding the butchermeat supplies, and reports made on inspections.
Generally speaking, supplies were found satisfactory, so far as the sound-
ness of the meat was concerned. Supplies are similar to the ordinary
meat ration allowances under Food Control.
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Staffing

RETIRAL.—I have to record the retiral at the commencement of
the year of Mr. John Finnie from the position of County Sanitary
Inspector.

Mr. Finnie had completed a long and valued service to the County
of Lanark, being employed in the Public Health Department for about
50 years. He commenced in the Department in the year 1900 and
progressed throughout the various grades of advancement as Clerk,
Assistant Sanitary Inspector, Divisional Sanitary Inspector, Senior
Assistant County Sanitary Inspector and finally in 1943 was appointed
County Sanitary Inspector. Mr. Finnie initiated reforms in many
matters pertaining to the service and retired with the knowledge that
the progress in environmental sanitation during his term of office had
been considerable.

StaFF.—Resulting on Mr. Finnie's retiral and on my succession to
the post of County Sanitary Inspector certain re-organisation of the
staff was necessary and the following further senior appointments were
made during the year, viz..—

Mr. A. O. Jennings, Rivers Pollution Inspector, was appointed as
Depute County Sanitary Inspector and Mr. George Buttle, former
Divisional Sanitary Inspector at Blantyre, was promoted to the
position of Senior Assistant County Sanitary Inspector, taking over
the duties of Rivers Pollution Inspector formerly carried out by
Mr. Jennings.

Introductory

The multifarious duties of the Sanitary Inspector and the many
and onerous statutory responsibilities on which he is required to
deliberate and act are not, I think, fully appreciated by the general
public. Which of these many duties is the most important is a question
difficult of decision but as HousING is of such import, affecting as it
does practically everyone, it is the subject which naturally takes
precedence in Annual Surveys such as is covered by official reports of
this nature. Housing in relation to Public Health, therefore, takes its
place in the forefront of this report.

Housing

The administrative procedure during the year 1950 in regard to
Housing is summarised in the following tabular statement and sub-
sequent paragraphs :—
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present state of overcrowding and the replacement of insanitary
dwellings. The Cambuslang Enquiry had a successful outcome and the
Compulsory Purchase Order was confirmed as craved but the decision
in regard to the Carluke Enquiry had not been intimated at the end
of the year.

SLuMm CLEARANCE.—There 1s considerable continuing deterioration
in the fabric of many privately-owned rented dwelling-houses in the
County of Lanark due largely to the serious lack of proper maintenance
over a prolonged period. This has resulted in many houses being now
listed for further action under the Housing Act when alternative
accommodation becomes available.

It has also led to the abandonment by their owners of a number
of properties and a position has now been arrived at with such
properties where the Sanitary Inspector is powerless to have carried
out the necessary repairy, which are required to retain these houses
in a reasonable state of repair. Further decay goes on and the living
conditions of the occupiers become so serious that constant complaint
is made to the central department in an endeavour to obtain priority
in rehousing.

During the year a further survey of houses considered to be unfit
for human habitation was made and this disclosed that within the
County there could be listed 5,688 houses in this category and that of
this number 2,937 were in such a condition as to warrant priority
attention, the occupying familes rehoused and the dwelling-houses
closed for further habitation.

Three Representations under Section 16 (1) of the Housing
(Scotland) Act, 1930, involving four dwelling-houses, were submitted
to the County Council that the dwellings referred to were unfit for
human habitation and Demolition Orders were made in respect of two
of the dwellings at 500/502 Hamilton Road, Broomhouse.

The dwelling-house at 34 Union Street, Stonehouse, the subject of
a previous Closing Order, was repaired and on the application of the

owner during the year the County Council determined the Closing
Order.

VoLunTArRY CLosurES.—In an endeavour to reduce the number of
occupied uninhabitable houses and where it was agreed by consent
with the County Factor that certain families would be rehoused the
owners of the dwelling-houses affected were requested to give an
undertaking to voluntarily close such houses when these were vacated.
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thwarting the Local Authority’s performance of their duty but was
trying to assist them by leaving them free to proceed according to
their own judgment upon an orderly plan with no need to be hampered
or deflected by pressure or agitation from individual occupiers of particular

properties.

RuraL Housing.—During the year 88 farm servants’ houses and
bothies in rural areas and 29 in non-rural areas were inspected.
Thirty-four of the houses in rural areas and 14 in non-rural areas were
found to be in some respects unfit for human habitation ; 31 and 3
respectively were without a proper supply of wholesome water intro-
duced into the house; and 53 and 8 respectively were without a
separate water closet. One farm worker's bothy was the subject of
Representation under the Housing Act and an undertaking was given
by the owner that the bothy would not again be used for human
habitation.

ACCOMMODATION FOR SEASONAL WoRKERS.—The total intimations
received from employers as to the number of workers proposed to be
employed was 8 and 6 applications by farmers for the approval of the
Local Authority with regard to accommodation were also received
during the year.

Visits of inspection were made where seasonal workers were accom-
modated, the workers being mainly engaged with potato crops.
Conditions were generally found to be satisfactory.

RENT AND MORTGAGE INTEREST RESTRICTIONS AcTs, 1920-1939.—
The number of applications by tenants for a certificate of the Local
Authority as to the insanitary state of repair of their dwellings was 130.
In every instance a careful inspection of the premises was made and a
report submitted for the consideration of the Committee. Including
applications still to be dealt with from the preceding year, certificates
were granted in 90 cases, 17 refused and 58 continued,

There were 6 continued cases where houses have been vacated and
closed since applications were made for Certificates,

Intimation was sent to the owner of each dwelling, giving details
of the defects found, and, in many cases, repairs were immediately
carried out.

APPLICATIONS BY LANDLORDS.—Applications were received from
owners of 12 houses in respect of which certificates had previously been
granted to the tenants, requesting a report of the Local Authority to
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involve an assessment of 1s. 1d. per £ on the valuation of the County.
This expenditure is equal to £1 6s. per house per year—or 6d. per week
—surely a most moderate charge for the collection and disposal of all
household refuse, largely on a twice-weekly basis from individual
houses and thrice-weekly from tenemental properties.

NeEw Town.—Unfortunately the work of the Cleansing Staff
to-day is greatly complicated by the lack of planning in the lay-out of
housing schemes and other buildings. Cul-de-sacs, narrow streets,
lack of suitable access roads add considerably to the difficulties of the
staff and the cost of the service.

In this connection certain criticism was made of the preliminary
proposed lay-outs of East Kilbride Development Corporation during
the year in particular regard to :—

(1) the siting for the temporary storage of the refuse, i.e., bins ;
and

(2) convenience of access for the collection of the refuse.

[t was pointed out to the East Kilbride Development Corporation
thatin certain parts of the schemes envisaged, long traverses would be
necessary to remove the dustbin from the point of storage to the
removal vehicle and elimination of this fault could be attained by a
closer study of the requirements of such an essential service as the
collection of household refuse and it was suggested that it should be a
stne qua non in East Kilbride that every consideration be given to the
hygienic storage and economical collection of the household refuse
from the New Town and that unnecessary cul-de-sacs should be
dispensed with and suitable access roadways provided. It is to be
hoped that such points will be given the attention which they deserve
in the preparation of all future lay-outs for East Kilbride and indeed
for all Housing Schemes within the County.

ProvisioN oF DusTBINS.—During the year 152 Notices in terms
of Section 23 of the Burgh Police (Scotland) Act, 1903, were served on
owners of tenement houses within the County Special Scavenging
District requiring them to provide proper covered galvanised-iron
dustbins of specified cubic capacity. Owing to the difficulty of supplies,
however, a considerable period elapses before the necessary receptacles
are provided and in several cases the matter was reported to the
Committee with a view to proceedings, in terms of Section 24 of the
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Act, being instituted, but it was not found necessary to take legal
action, as the required dustbins were duly supplied.

SALVAGE.—From the commencement of our operations in July,
1940, to December, 1950, the amount and value of materials collected
were as follows :—Waste paper, 11,436 tons valued at £69,456, other
material totalling 31,730 tons valued at £48,730, giving a total of all
material—43,166 tons valued at £118,186.

Although one district in the County where facilities were available
to stock the material continued the salvage collection of waste paper
and showed an income of £1,099 for this year, it has to be recorded that
during 1950 the quantity of salvaged material collected dropped
considerably owing to the bottom falling out of the market for the sale
of waste paper and the resultant destruction of stocks on hand. It
is, therefore, not to be wondered at that there has recently been some
bewilderment on the part of many people in regard to the present
waste paper situation. Only a year ago considerable stocks had been
built up but there was no available outlet and merchants declined to
accept further supplies with the result that many tons of baled waste
paper were destroyed. Now the Local Authorities are again requested
to reintroduce collection services. It is to be hoped that the re-
organisation of such collections will suffice to recoup the effort of the
Local Authorities. Whilst special collections with separate vehicles
are not envisaged by the County Council the collection of waste paper
is being stepped up and the provision of trailers to be attached to the
scavenging vehicles has been agreed to. It is expected that the amount
of waste paper collected in this manner will increase from month to
month and permit the County Council to take a high place in the
Waste Paper Recovery Campaign for 1951.

The collection of kitchen waste throughout the year within the
Sixth District Council Area, however, has been most successful as
shown by the collection of 1,086 tons of this material with a value of
£2,941.

Nuisances

The number of inspections made for the detection of nuisances was
51,982 and the number of nuisances recorded was 1,865, comprising
chiefly of leaky roofs, damp walls, worn and holed floors and choked
drains. Many of the defects are recurring and can be attributed to thz
poor state of the properties in general.
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Intimations under Section 19 of the Public Health Act were issued
to authors of nuisances in 1,033 cases, and in many instances the cause
of complaint was removed within a reasonable period. Where the
Intimation had no attention, Statutory Notices under Section 20
of the Act were served and these numbered 262.

ProsecuTions.—Court proceedings were instituted against the
owners of eight properties where nuisance conditions still existed after
service of the Statutory Notices. In four of the cases the Respondents,
after having the nuisances removed, were found liable in expenses.
The remaining cases were still being dealt with at the end of the year.

UNFENCED MINE SHAFTS.—Intimations were received in the course
of the year from H.M. Inspector of Mines of the abandonment of
certain mines, and calling the attention of the Local Authority to the
provisions of Section 26 of the Coal Mines Act, 1911, requiring every
shaft and outlet to be kept surrounded by a structure of a permanent
character sufficient to prevent accidents, and making failure to comply
with the requirements a nuisance within the meaning of Section 16
of the Public Health Act. The matter was taken up with the various
owners and in most cases the necessary precautions have been taken.

Atmospheric Pollution

BurNING MINERAL REFUSE BinGg.—During the year the General
Nuisances Committee were compelled to deal with the National Coal
Board in regard to nuisance conditions arising from a burning mineral
refuse bing at Blantyre. Meetings were held with the Coal Board
officials in an endeavour to solve the difficult problem of extinguishing
the fire and removing the serious smoke and fumes emission nuisance
affecting occupiers of adjacent houses, and the National Coal Board
officials were requested to consider the suggestion made by the
Committee to cut off a large section of the bing which did not appear
to be affected before the fire extended closer to the dwelling-houses.
The proposal was turned down on grounds of cost. The National Coal
Board did, however, agree to set up a series of water sprays which were
to be operated continuously over the bing. This was done but despite
these efforts the fire had extended nearer to the dwellings and the
conditions at the end of the year were in no way improved.

The remedy for this type of nuisance has, I am afraid, not yet been
devised. Certain facts are known, however, such as (a) combustion
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cannot take place in the absence of oxygen ; and (h) water in massive
quantities will extinguish a fire but it must be applied to every burning
point. If the quantity of water falls short of requirements it merely
produces steam and steam in a burning bing readily combines with the
carbon of coal and produces water gas which is highly inflammable and
the net result of ineffective application of water is to feed the fire ;
(¢) the method of dealing with this nuisance which promises most
success is blanketing with some inert material applied in a fairly
divided condition, preferably soil or sand.

Experience to date would appear to indicate that the latter method
is the best means of abating the nuisance in theory and practice. It is,
however, only an ameliorative measure and the nuisance conditions
will recur from time to time until the fire has burnt itself out.

The nuisance was still receiving the attention of the Department
at the end of the year.

CArRMYLE IroN Works.—The atmospheric pollution from these
Iron Works has been the cause of complaint for a number of years and
there has been considerable investigation into the matter. It is a most
complex problem due to the variety of sources of pollution, e.g., dust
from the handling of the ore; sulphur dioxide from the Sintering
Plant ; escape of “ green” gas from the Coke Oven Plant; and
sulphuretted hydrogen from the “ shock cooling” plant. Various
determinations require to be made to enable the degree of pollution to
be ascertained and this necessitates the setting up of apparatus and
the taking of observations over an extended period so that factual
data can be obtained. Permission was granted to set up an observation
station during the year and it is hoped to gather the required informa-
tion as to the sources and degree of pollution in this district and
ultimately to decide whether sufficiently practicable measures are
being taken to prevent nuisance conditions arising from these works.

GriT AND Dust EmissioN—CARDOWAN COLLIERY, STEPPS.—
Complaint arising in previous years in regard to the excessive grit
emission from Cardowan Colliery boilers chimney affecting the adjoin-
ing Housing Scheme resulted in a series of surveys being carried out
to obtain data as requested by the National Coal Board officials to
ascertain that the grit nuisance was indeed caused by the operations at
Cardowan Colliery. Bottles for the collection of atmospheric pollution
deposits were set down at five different stations at varying distances
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and situations from the Colliery and observations of meteorological
conditions taken during six different monthly periods. The results as
shown in the graph embodied in this report disclosed that Cardowan
Colliery was the source of the pollution complained of.

The graph, I think, speaks for itself and intimation of the results
with copies of the graph were sent to the National Coal Board for the
information and attention of the responsible officials. Remedial
measures were being considered at the end of the year. (See Graph A).

SHOTTS POWER STATION, SHOTTS.—Similar investigations were
made at Shotts on complaint from adjacent owners of property that
serious grit emission was arising from Shotts Power Station and the
graph of results obtained from the atmospheric pollution deposit bottles
set down at different stations is also embodied in this report. The
results in this instance were also supplied to the National Coal Board
officials and again intimation has been received that appropriate
measures to eliminate the nuisance conditions are being taken. (See
Graph B.)

Dust FroM SETTLING Ponbps, KINGSHILL COLLIERY, ALLANTON.—
A somewhat unusual complaint was made during the year of dust
emission affecting nearby dwelling-houses from the accumulations of
coal-washing deposits at Kingshill Colliery, Allanton.

After meetings with Coal Board officials and consultations with
representatives of the West of Scotland Agricultural College it was
agreed that in an endeavour to form at least surface consolidation of
the fine washery silt accumulation, the residue from the water softening
plant would be sprayed over the top and sides of the accumulation of
washer deposit and later certain types of trees as recommended by the
College experts would be planted on the bing. The weather throughout
the latter part of the year was so inclement, however, that the hoped
for success of this experiment was not forthcoming, the carbonate
of lime sprayed over the silt being rapidly washed away. The experi-
ment is to be continued and it is hoped that more successful results
will be obtained.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.—Various factory chimneys were kept under
observation at different periods in regard to smoke pollution. In
almost all of these cases inferior fuel was given as the excuse in addition
to inefficient boiler firing for the emission of dense volumes of smoke
into the atmosphere. In two instances, on the suggestion of the
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strongly alkaline with a suspended solids content of over 200 parts per
100,000. Plans have been approved by the City Engineer for pre-
cipitation tanks at this mill, the effluent from which will discharge to
the sewer as at present.

SAND-wASHING.—New sand-washing machinery was introduced at
Gartverrie Sand Quarry during the year, the main feature of which is
the recovery of sand which was running to waste in the settling pond
along with impurities washed from the sand. Many teething troubles
have been experienced with the new installation. A new pond for the
settlement of solids was provided during the year.

A sand-washing plant was installed at Mauldslie by Wilmae
Concrete Company in March of this year. Inadequate provision was
made for the settlement of the waste material from this plant with the
result that serious pollution of the River Clyde occurred. Samples of
the effluent were taken and the suspended solids content of these
varied from 476 to 2,976 parts per 100,000. The matter was reported
to the County Clerk and submitted to the appropriate Committee.
Plans were submitted showing proposals for the treatment of the waste
water from the sand-washing plant, etc., and to form a closed circuit.
A temporary settling pond has been provided pending the construction
of brick settlement tanks.

NEwWHOUSE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE.—The discharge of oil, iron and
chromium from a section of this estate to the O"Wood Burn was
investigated and dealt with. The iron and chromium pollution has
been eliminated and measures are being considered to prevent oil
reaching the stream from any part of the estate.

SoLip MaTTER PoLLUTION.—A number of complaints were received
during the year of the depositing of household and other refuse in
streams. Cautionary notices were posted at a number of places and in
some instances the deposited debris was removed at the instance of
this department.

SEWAGE PoLrLuTioN.—Complaints as to the pollution of streams
by sewage discharges were investigated and dealt with., Samples of
effluents for chemical analysis were taken from a number of sewage
purification works throughout the County, the results of which were
communicated to the County Drainage, &c., Engineer.

Hamiiton BurclH SEWAGE PUrIFIcATION WoRrKSs.—Complaint was
made during the year of the pollution of the River Clyde below

K
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Bothwell Bridge by the discharge of digested sludge from the Hamilton
Burgh Sewage Purification Works where no provision is made for the
storage of this material. The matter was reported to the County Clerk
who communicated with the Town Clerk on the subject.

DewsHILL CoTTAGES.—The effluent from the septic tank dealing
with the sewage from the 20 houses here passes to the Dewshill ditch.
This ditch, which also takes sewage from neighbouring farms, is at
present by-passing Forrestburn Reservoir, a source of water supply
for parts of West Lothian. It is now the intention of the West Lothian
County Council to feed the water from the ditch to the reservoir and
complaint has been made regarding the unsatisfactory effluent from
the Dewshill Cottages septic tank. A series of samples have been taken
from the ditch and, while the ditch below the outfall from the tank
is sewage-polluted, sufficient purification takes place in its course that
at the point where it passes the reservoir intake it is, according to
river pollution prevention standards, a clean stream. The matter was
still the subject of negotiation at the close of the year.

CARBARNS SEWAGE PURIFICATION WORKS—CYANIDE POLLUTION.—
Complaint was received that a large number of fish had been killed in
the River Clyde below the outfall from the Burgh of Motherwell and
Wishaw Sewage Purification Works. Investigation elicited the infor-
mation that the cause of the pollution was the discharge to the sewer
of a quantity of spent cyanide from a works within the burgh.
Instructions have been issued by Burgh officials to the owners of works
within the Burgh who use cyanide, on the neutralising treatment
necessary before it is discharged to the sewer. Samples taken period-
ically have indicated that this is being carried out in a satisfactory
MAanner.

WHiNNEY BurN.—Complaint was made by Messrs. John Williams
(Wishaw) Ltd., Excelsior Iron & Steel Works, that the Whinney Burn
was being polluted by the discharge of crude sewage from water
closets in the Netherton Works of Messrs. Bone, Connell & Baxter Ltd.,
within the Burgh of Motherwell and Wishaw. After protracted
negotiations a sewer within the Burgh was extended to provide a
convenient connection to which the water closet drain has now been
connected.

Fly Repression

All dustbin shelters, privies, privy middens, etc., were disinfested
on two occasions during the year to prevent the breeding of flies and,
whilst the results of this work cannot be estimated, it is undoubtedly

Kl
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a measure of protection of the public, the benefit of which must not be
assessed against the modest expenditure,

Private Streets

Many private streets throughout the County are in an unsatisfactory
state of repair and, while negotiations are proceeding with the
responsible owners in 13 instances, difficulty is being experienced in
having the required work carried out owing to the financial position of
many of the fronting and abutting owners responsible.

Public Conveniences

The provision of public conveniences throughout the County was
held up during the year owing to the restriction of capital expenditure
by the Department of Health. However, certain schemes for the
construction of conveniences were submitted to the County Council
by the various District Councils and an endeavour was made to
prepare a priority grouping of these proposals in the hope that the
Department of Health might grant that a certain proportion be
proceeded with.

The preparation of such a priority grouping was placed on the
County Sanitary Inspector and a somewhat onerous task it proved to
be. However, after much discussion a proposal was ultimately agreed
to and the Department sanctioned three schemes to be proceeded with
during the year 1950-51 with the proviso that three additional schemes
might also be allowed.

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949

The statutory provisions for the destruction of rats and mice
contained in the Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act of 1919 were replaced
by the relative provisions of the Prevention of Damage by Pests Act,
1949, which came into operation on 31st March of this year. As from
that date the Local Authority were recognised as the administrators
under Section 2 of the Act with the general duty of taking such steps
as might be necessary to secure as far as practicable that their district
is kept free from rats and mice.

Many investigations were conducted during the year in connection
with the infestation by rats of various premises throughout the County,
and the total number of premises dealt with by our Rodent Control
Operatives was 735,
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Unsound Food and Food Inspection

During the year there were 1,865 inspections of shops and other
premises where foodstuffs were stored and seizures, amounting to
8,022 lbs. of foodstuffs, were made by the Sanitary Staff. :

Most of the meat was sent to a knackery for the extraction of fats,
etc., and a quantity was salvaged for pig feeding. The remainder of
the foodstuffs was buried or burned.

Food Hygiene

. The hygienic handling of food is a subject which has within recent
years been causing some concern to all persons associated with the
health of public communities, Strict observance of the rules of cleanli-
ness throughout all the processes of food handling is an essential if we
are to avoid the contamination of food by disease-producing germs,
the cause of food poisoning outbreaks. No factors associated with food
production and sale, i.e., Persons, Foodstuffs, Equipment, Premises,
Vermin Control, etc., must be neglected.

A Catering Trade Working Party appointed in November, 1948,
has still to issue its report and recommendations as to the precautions
considered necessary and desirable for securing the observance of
sanitary and cleanly conditions in the Catering Trade and it is hoped
that some progress designed to provide more hygienic conditions in all
catering premises will be formulated.

Pigstyes

Regular inspections of pigstyes were made during the year, and,
with a few exceptions, the premises were found to be kept in satis-
factory order and free from nuisance conditions. In one instance,
however, where an old piggery was found to be in a foul and dilapidated
condition the aid of the Public Health Act had to be invoked before
the pig keeper finally disposed of his stocks.

Twenty plans were approved of during the year for the construction
of new piggeries and three plans showing extensions to existing
premises. Two applications for permission to erect pigstyes were
refused owing to the proximity of the proposed structures to adjoining
dwelling-houses.
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BURGH OF BIGGAR

Sanitary Inspector’s Annual Report for 1950

HousinGg.—The erection of new permanent houses proceeded more
or less to schedule and by the end of the year 12 houses were nearing
completion. No new houses were occupied during the year.

SLuM CLEARANCE.—The question of unfit houses was gone into
during the year and, in an effort to have the position regularised, a
list was prepared showing those houses which had been closed prior
to the War and were again occupied, together with those houses which
were considered in such a state as to warrant closure. This information
was submitted to the Town Council with a view to having these cases
considered when new houses were being allocated.

No Representations under the Housing Acts were made during
the year.

InsaNiTARY DWELLINGS.—No improvements were carried out
during the year.

SEAsONAL WoORKERS™ AccOMMODATION.—No applications from
employers or farmers were received during the year.

RENT AND MORTGAGE INTEREST RESTRICTIONS AcTs.—No applica-
tions for certificates under the above Acts were received during the year.

DrAINAGE.—Complaint was received that the effluent from the
Sewage Purification Works was causing pollution of the Biggar Water,
thereby rendering it unsuitable as a cattle watering stream. The
complaint was investigated and samples were taken from the Biggar
Burn, the Biggar Water and a small tributary of the Biggar Water, as
well as the effluent from the works complained of. It was ascertained
that while the sample of the effluent from the works did not reach the
standard recommended by the Royal Commission on Sewage Disposal
it was not the sole cause of the pollution complained of. It was found
that the condition of the Biggar Water deteriorated to some extent
below the junction of the tributary referred to. The cause of this was
traced to the discharge to the water-course of the drainage from the
house, byre and other buildings of a farm. Advice was given to the


















