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Annual Report-—1933

It has been stated in previous annual reports that the health of
a community cannot be accurately measured by vital statistics,
although they may be used as a helpful guide to progress. Atten-
tion has been directed to the need for examining the figures for a
period of years and not those for any one year, if we are to get a
fair idea of the tendency towards health. The findings of such an
examination are certainly encouraging. The principal death-rates
are reaching a more satisfactory level and certain diseases are
being brought under control. The vital statistics cannot yet be
said to be as low as we would wish but, with one or two exceptions,
they are showing a steady decline. The outstanding exceptions
are the maternal mortality rate and the malignant disease death-
rate. The former may not be increasing, but so far we have failed
to bring about any very definite improvement. The latter, unfor-
tunately, tends to move in an upward direction. It provides the
most urgent single health problem of the present day. While
generally the figures are showing a steady fall, we cannot be certain
that the means employed to safeguard health and which we think
have been mainly responsible for the decline in the rates are the
best available. We cannot be sure that the results obtained have
any satisfactory relation to the expenditure, both public and pri-
vate, incurred. This question is being investigated by a Depart-
mental Committee appointed by the Secretary of State for Scotland
and the report of this enquiry should form interesting reading. A
rapidly growing service like the public health service should be the
subject of fairly frequent review, if efficiency is to be maintained.

Reasonably satisfactory vital statistics may tend to produce a
self-satisfied apathy, and it is a good thing to keep in mind that
these so-called *‘ vital '’ statistics relate mostly to deaths. Their
improvement means that a smaller proportion of individuals ex-
posed to risk have died during the period under review than during
an earlier similar period. That is, of course, very satisfactory,
but vital statistics do not provide us with much information regard-
ing the amount of sickness which prevails in the community. And,
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therefore, that on examining the figures for infant mortality since
the beginning of the present century there has been a very definite
downward tendency. There is no evidence that any particular age
period under one year more than another has contributed towards
the increased rate. Whooping cough, which was rather prevalent
during the late spring, pneumonia and cerebro-spinal meningitis
may be particularly mentioned as infectious diseases partly respon-
sible for the higher mortality, but the greatest part of the increase
is undoubtedly accounted for by the group of congenital causes for
which it is difficult to give any convincing explanation. The infan-
tile death-rate for Scotland as a whole in 1933 was 81 and for the
larger burghs 8g per 1,000 births, so that Dundee’s rate of g8 does
not bear such favourable comparison as in the previous year. Itis
hoped, however, and there is some reason to believe, that the pre-
sent year will show another decline unless some exceptional out-
break of infectious disease occurs to upset calculations.

The tuberculosis death-rate shows a slight increase at .84 per
1,000 population, as compared with .78 in 1932. This increase is
entirely accounted for by the non-pulmonary forms, the rate for
pulmonary tuberculosis actually having fallen. It is doubtful
whether the increase has any statistical significance,

The general death-rate was 14.5 per 1,000 population, as com-

pared with 13.8 in 1932 and 13.9 in 1931. It is, however, lower
than any rate recorded prior to 1931.

The birth-rate was 17.5 per 1,000 as compared with 18.5 per
1,000 in 1932, and 19.5 in 1931.

The administration of these services has been dealt with fairly Msternity
fully in recent annual reports, and it is not proposed to say much i';:'.’;f:;n. and
about them this year. The actual work done in each of the various o
sections is described in detail in the special reports by the respon- Infectiovs
sible medical officers which are included in this volume. Since the a-ﬂﬂ.
Local Government (Scotland) Act of 1929 came into operation, it ﬁ::'::é
has been our endeavour to try to blend these services as much as Services,
Ppossible and to get rid of the so-called ** schemes,’" which, in Dllr\[;::::::llm“
view, tend to pigeon-hole the work. To a very large extent, the "=
object aimed at has been achieved. But there is stil] a good deal to
do. No special development occurred during the year, which calls
for comment. Those engaged in carrying out the work of the
various services are gradually becoming accustomed to the idea,

as also are these members of the public using the services,
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consideration by Dundee Town Council, who have satisfied themi-
selves that by administering Maryfield Hospital under the Local
Government (Scotland) Act, 1929, instead of under the Poor Law
(Scotland) Act, 1845, better use can be made of the beds in that
Institution. It is no longer open only to persons whose names are
on the poor roll, but is open to the public generally.

While formerly at certain times of the year the hospital was
not in full use because it was only open to one section of the popu-
lation, now the beds can be, and are, used to the utmost, The
result i1s that without the addition of a single bed, the hospital
accommodation available to the community has been definitely
increased. That point is mentioned as an illustration of the action
which may be taken other than actual building. It may be pos-
sible to act in other directions. A vigorous campaign against slums
is now in operation, and if brought to a successful issue, it is fair
to assume that treatment at home will become possible for a
number of persons, who, under present conditions, would have to
be treated in hospital. An extension of the facilities for home
nursing might also have a very definite influence on the demand
for hospital treatment, and I am quite sure that were the National
Health Insurance Scheme extended to cover wives and dependents,
and all persons in similar economic circumstances, the hospital
problem would no longer be such a formidable one. Reference
has been made more than once in these reports to the fact that
for financial reasons women and children delay calling in the

;senriccs of a doctor until the last moment. Were medical attention

easily available, earlier treatment would in many cases prevent
the hospital stage being reached. Again, if certain additional
facilities were made available to medical practitioners to assist
them in diagnosis and treatment, the home treatment of a larger
number of persons would become possible, or at any rate the
g::average stay in hospital would be shortened. Such facilities might
include laboratory assistance, consultation with specialists, X-Ray
reports, ete. It is satisfactory to know that a Departmental
Committee is at present considering the whole question of the
health services in Scotland, and until their report is available, it
is wise to proceed cautiously so that any step which may be taken
will not prejudice future action. That does not mean that we are
to do nothing unless we are of opinion that the various institutions
and schemes cannot be improved upon. Such is not the case in
Dundee. Nevertheless, care is taken not to take any action which

will prejudice the general scheme no matter what form it may take.
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of treatment, and payable to the City Collector, or, as will probably be
more convenient in many cases by the collection of weekly payments at
the Public Health Office. The sums so collected will be paid over to
the City Collector at regular intervals to be credited to Maryfield
Hospital. Where Navy, Army or Air Force pensions are available for
the maintenance of patients, the Medical Officer of Health will lodge
claims with the appropriate Department.

2. —PATIENTS ADMITTED DIRECTLY THROUGH THE
PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

For some time to come, this is likely to be a very small group.
Accounts will be rendered by the Public Health Department, or weekly
pasments will be arranged as for Group 1.

3-—0LD AGE AND CONTRIBUTORY PENSIONERS.

A considerable number of patients in Group 1, and perhaps a few
in Group 2, will fall into this category. At present, pensions payable
to patients in Maryfield Hospital are collected on behalf of the patients
and paid into bank by the Public Assistance Department for the credit
of Maryfield Hospital. The responsibility of collecting and accounting
for these pensions will be transferred to the Medical Officer of Health.

Under the present arrangement, the collection of the pensions is
carried out by the staff of the East House, and it is suggested that
this procedure be continued on behalf of the Public Health Department,
the Medical Officer of Health to account to the City Collector for all
pensions collected.

Any pensions collected on behalf of ** other district ' patients
(Group 7) will be credited to the Public Assistance Account, and a
list supplied to the Director of Public Assistance so that he may credit
local authorities concerned.

4—TUBERCULOUS EX-SERVICE PATIENTS.

It is understood that a few such patients may, from time to time,
be under tresament in Maryfield Hospital. The Medical Officer of Health
will submit a six-monthly claim on the prescribed form to the Ministry
of Pensions. This is regularly done for patients in Ashludie Sanatorium
and King's Cross Hospital, and the claim for the period ended 16th May,
1933, included for the first time some patients in Maryfield Hospital.

5—OTHER LOCAL AUTHORITY PATIENTS ADMITTED BY
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT.

Where patients, not being poor law patients, are admitted to Mary-
field Hospital by special arrangement between the Medical Officer of
Health and the Local Authorities concerned, accounts, payable to the
City Collector, will be rendered to the Local Authorities by the Public






3

The matter of collecting contributions towards the cost of
maintenance of patients in Maryvfield Hospital represents another
marked difference between it and the voluntary hospitals. The

- voluntary hospital treats all patients, rich and poor alike, free of

charge, although the patients may be invited to give donations.

- The patients in Maryfield Hospital, although belonging mainly to

the poorest sections of the community, are charged for their
maintenance, the charge made being adjusted according to their
economic circumstances. A necessary préliminary to full co-
operation must be the consideration of this matter, so that what-
ever system is adopted, hospitals—both voluntary and official—

- will be on the same footing. It is somewhat anomalous that

those least able to pay have to meet part, or the whole, of the
cost of their maintenance while others more able to do so, are
treated free or by payment of a voluntary contribution.

Apart from the question of hospital policy, the buildings and

~ equipment at Maryfield sadly need attention. A report, covering
- some essential preliminary alterations, was generally approved of,

and is in the hand of the City Architect, who is preparing plans,
costs, etc, The nurses carry out their duties under exceedingly
difficult circumstances. As the nurse-patient ratio is a very low
one, and as many of the patients are in a more or less helpless
condition, the nurses’ task is not an enviable one. These and

other matters will, [ hope, receive the attention thev need in the
near future.

The staffing of Maryfield Hospital is very low numerically.
This applies to the nursing staff and also to the medical staff—both
visiting and resident. The residential accommodation is fully oc-
cupied and for that reason, the number of resident nurses and
medical officers cannot be added to. In connection with the medical
staff, it might be mentioned that the British Medical Association

- recommend as a standard for hospitals one visiting consultant for

g g R b

H

every 25 beds, and one resident medical officer for every 50 beds.
Maryfield Hospital has a whole time medical officer and two visit.

ing consultants for 324 beds, i.e.: 1 for 108 beds, while it has two

resident medical officers, or 1 to 162 beds. These conditions make

the work of running the hospital extremely difficult.

The position in the other hospitals of the Department is
pretty much the same as last year. The provision of a new kitchen
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i 117 cases were notified during 1933, against 27 in 1932. I dnfiecnssl
:;]anuary and February 1o5 cases were notified, and the remaining

12 cases were notified spasmodically during the subsequent months,

29 cases received hospital treatment—2r1 in Dundee Royal Infir-
‘mary and 8 in King’s Cross Hospital. Only 20 cases occurred in
‘children under 15 years of age. The death-rate for the city during

;193 3 was very much inflated as a consequence of this disease. There
‘were 112 deaths as compared with 24 in 1932 and 44 in 1931.

i

{ The increased prevalence of scarlet fever reported last vear geariot
continued during 1933 and reached epidemic proportions in the F**"
late summer. The number of cases for the year was 1go1, a record
figure. The type of the disease was fairly mild, although towards

f;the end of the year, and during the beginning of the present year
several cases of a more serious type were under treatment. Of the
1,901 cases notified, 583, or 309%, were children under five years of
age; 1,109, or 589, were of school age (5 to 15); and 209, or
119, were adolescents and adults,

The number of cases admitted to hospital during the year was

1,153, or almost 619, of the total notifications. In the following

_ gahle the numbers of admissions are shown according to the size
and the population of the house ~—

‘Rooms Home Hosp.

in  Treated Treated No. of Persons in House.
%nnn Cases Cases 1. 2 3 4 5 8 7 8 .9 16 412 13
1 13 et el CaeRy il e Tt Soleees
' 141 S R T [ e e e e
3 346 — § 83131 65 48 5 4 2 2 — — —
2 722 — 5 5218176139 92 57 a4 18 do 1 —
& 238 = Righ et IR gity R
& 201 ool 6132 35 dw 3w ool LA D =
4 & over 146 g ) e S T TR I i S GO
49 Fr il I A e e S T
Institutions 40 e T R e e M e T R

| B

- On account of the pressure on the hospital accommodation, it

‘was decided in mild uncomplicated cases to restrict the period of
' imspital isolation to 21 days from the onset of illness, After this
| period expired, patients were discharged to their own homes
| Where they were kept under observation by the outdoor nursing
| 8taff or the family doctors. With very few exceptions, all the
| €ases made straightforward progress. During the year there were
| Bnly 42 return cases, and these mostly occurred where the first case
| had been kept in hospital for a protracted period. There were 13

s e
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varied from two hours to eleven days, and in all of them there was
very considerable delay in administering the specific remedy,

819,000 units of diphtheria antitoxin were issued in the course
of the vear to medical practitioners for the treatment and prophy-
laxis of the disease.

In connection with active immunisation against diphtheria,
172 persons were dealt with. Of this number 126 were Schick
negative; 4o were Schick positive, and received three immunising
doses; and 6 children were immunised without previous Schick
testing. In addition to the total of I72 persons, there were 13
defaulters—3 who failed to have the Schick test read ; 4 who were
Schick positive and refused further treatment; 1 who was Schick
positive and only received one immunising dose; and 5 who were
Schick positive and only received two immunising doses.

No case of diphtheria notified during 1933 was known to have
been previously immunised against the disease.

There were 29 cases of enteric fever notified during 1933, asEnteic Fever
compared with 5 cases in 1932. The diagnosis in 26 cases was
confirmed bacteriologically—22 cases suffered from para-typhoid
fever, 3 from typhoid fever, and 1 from both typhoid and para-
typhoid fevers.

The source of infection in these cases could not be definitely
established, but in four cases there was a history of the patients
drinking water from streams, and perhaps on account of the ex-
ceptionally hot and dry summer these may have become polluted
with organic matter. In three cases the only suspicious source of
infection was the consumption of periwinkles,

There were 13 notifications of this disease during 1933, and alirc::_tf“"'“"
cases received treatment in King’s Cross Hospital. There were
1t deaths—8 under 1 year; 1 between 1 and g years; 1 between
5 and 1o years; and 1 adult,

252 cases were notified, and of these 130 received hospitalErysipelas
treatment. g deaths occurred in the course of the year,

I4 cases of dysentery were notified in 1933 — 13 cases OfDysentery
bacillary dysentery, and 1 of amoebic dysentery. 6 cases were
removed to hospital and 8 cases were treated af home, There
were no deaths,
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The Chief Sanitary Inspector in his report, included in this Housing.
volume, gives agyery complete record of the advances achieved in
the housing of the citizens during the year 1933. The report covers
an immense amount of painstaking work on the part of Mr Mitchell
and his staff, and reflects the zeal and enthusiasm they have
brought to bear on the subject. To repeat what has already been
so admirably set forth would be merely redundant.

During the year 1933, 731 new houses were provided in the
city, 606 of these by the Corporation and 125 by private enterprise.
The initial portion of the Fleming Trust Housing Scheme having
been completed in the previous year, no additional houses from this
source were available to swell the total. It appears also that 109
further houses were made available for occupancy as the result of
the conversion of shops into dwelling-houses, the reconstruction or
re-opening of houses and the sub-division of large houses. To
offset these figures, 599 houses were closed or demolished or other-
wise ceased to be dwellings.  There are, therefore, 241 more
houses available for human habitation than in the previous vear,

As | have said in previous reports, however, I regard as of
greater importance than any large increase in the number of
houses, the fact that some hundreds of dwellings which had be-
come a menace to the health of the community have been replaced
by as many of modern construction, so situated as to receive their
share of sunshine and fresh air and affording possibilities for
healthy living.

In September, 1933, | represented a large number of areas
situated in Wards 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 for clearance. The Council
thereafter passed a clearance resolution declaring 57 of these areas
to be clearance areas. The majority of these areas are included
in the densely populated part of the city west of Hilltown, between
Constitution Street on the north and Bell Street on the south,
where some very bad housing conditions prevail,

The reconstruction and modernising of existing houses on a
larger scale than at present has been suggested as an additional
mode of attack on the housing problem, but in Dundee this would
probably be only of limited application. It would be unwise to
fesort to this method unless the modernised property were to have
a life reasonably comparable to that of a new house and would
onform to the bye-laws in operation for new dwelling-houses,
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Cases of overcrowding are constantly being brought to ou
notice, but the means at our disposal of dealing with them are sc
what limited. Overcrowding as a problem is for the most part
coincident with insanitary housing conditions, and could therefore
be abated to a considerable extent by closure and demolition of
slum dwellings and the re-housing of the occupants in houses of
appropriate size. Overcrowding does, however, occur in dv:'elll
ings which are by no means unfit for human habitation, and 1t 15
in these circumstances that further powers are necessary.

At the present time, the Improvement Area under the 1930
Act offers one method of tackling the problem in selected parts of
the city. A local authority may declare an area to be an improve
ment area where they are satisfied that the housing conditions in
that area are injurious or dangerous to the health of the inhabitants
by reason of the disrepair or sanitary defects of dwelling-houses
therein and also by reason either of overcrowding in the area or
of the bad arrangement of the houses or of the narrowness or bad
arrangements of the streets, and that those conditions can be
effectively remedied, without the demolition of all the buildings in
the area, by taking two or more of the following steps:—(1) the
execution of works on, or the demolition or closing of those dwell-
ing-houses which are unfit for human habitation; (2) the demo
lition by the local authority after purchase of buildings consisting
partly of dwelling-houses which are unfit for human habitation anc
cannot at a reasonable expense be rendered so fit; (3) the pur-
chase by the local authority of land for opening out the area and
if any buildings on that land have not previously been demolished,
the demolition of those buildings so far as is necessary; (4)
abatement of overcrowding in the area.

The Government contributes a unit grant not only in respec
of the persons re-housed from houses demolished or closed bu
also for the excess of persons over the standard displaced fror
overcrowded but otherwise good houses. The authority must en:
force bye-laws for preventing and abating overcrowding, but thes
apply only within the limits of the Improvement Area,

The Dundee Town Council has not yet passed an improve
ment resolution. The area in Blackness Road represented in May
1931, for this purpose has since been dealt with otherwise. In th
present year (i.e., 1934) two further areas have been so repré
sented, one at Whorterbank, Lochee, and the other in and aroun
John Street, but no decision has yet been reached by the Coun ok
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The absence of any accepted standard of overcrowding re-
quires to be remedied. Probably the most comprehensive one at
present is that suggested in the draft bye-laws for Improvement
Areas issued by the Department of Health for Scotland, as it pro-
vides not only for a fixed number of persons per room, but also
regulates the floor space per occupant and insists on sex separa-
tion over ten years of age, except in the case of husband and wife.
In any new statute which may be introduced to deal with over-
crowding, I am definitely of the opinion that the child under 10 or
even under 5 years should, except in the matter of sex separation,
be subject to the same standards as the adult for, after all, one of
the main evils of overcrowding is increased liability to spread of
infection, and surely the young child is even more likely to suffer
in this respect than the older person.

It has been suggested in some quarters, and I am inclined to
agree, that the present procedure in dealing with unhealthy areas
is unnecessarily complicated, and that this might in some measure
be overcome by making it obligatory for a local authority to take
only one or more of the steps mentioned above with regard to im-
provement areas. By some such arrangement the machinery for
dealing with the present clearance area and improvement area
would be one and the same, but the means taken to remedy the
situation would vary according to the circumstances. At the same
time, overcrowding could be attacked as an independent problem.

It has been stated more than once at the Housing Committee
that the Public Health Department are too quick in reporting un-
inhabitable houses and unhealthy areas. Suggestions have been
made that the medical officer of health should cease making official
representations until a larger number of new houses had been com.
pleted to serve as alternative accommodation. It is certainly the
case that the provision of a large number of new houses js essential
to the solution to the housing problem, but it seems to me to be
important that members of the Council should have fairly exact
information regarding the number of unfit homes and their situa-
tion in the city. The speed with which these unhealthy dwellings
and areas is dealt with is a matter for the Council and not for the
official. In any case, the medical officer of health is bound by
statute to report houses which, in his opinion, are unfit for human
habitation and areas which he thinks should be dealt with by
clearance or improvement. Section 36 of the Housing (Scotland)
Act, 1930, reads as follows :—
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‘ The medical officer of health of a local authority shall
make an official representation to the authority whenever he
is of opinion that any dwelling-house in their district is unfit
for human habitation, or that any area in their district is an
area which should be dealt with either as a clearance area or

as an improvement area.’’

Details of the food samples examined and inspections made
are contained in the report of the Chief Sanitary Inspector.

No recognised outbreaks of food-poisoning occurred during
the vear, although a few suspicious cases of illness were reported
which proved on investigation to be due to other causes.

The vear’s work under the Public Health ( Meat) Regulations
(Scotland), 1932, is analysed in the tables submitted by the
Superintendent of the Slaughterhouse and included in the statistical
section of this report.

The milk supply of the city has as usual received particular
attention. For information regarding the routine investigations
carried out, reference should be made to the reports of the Chief
Sanitary Inspector and the Veterinary Surgeon. During the year,
77 samples of milk taken in the course of distribution were
bacteriologically examined by Professor Tulloch. An excessive
number of micro-organisms usually indicates that the milk has
become contaminated during production or distribution, and where
such occurs the fact is brought to the notice of the dairyman con-
cerned in order that he may take the necessary steps to prevent
the recurrence of the complaint. Of the 77 samples taken, 48 were
sold as ordinary sweet milk, 14 as Pasteurised, 8 as Grade A
(Tuberculin Tested) and 7 as Certified Milk. Of the 15 samples
of Certified and Grade A (T.T) milk examined, one showed an ex-
cessive b. coli content, while one actually vielded tubercle bacilli.
The necessary action was taken in each case. Two of the
samples of Pasteurised milk were unsatisfactory according to the
official standards. In the case of 48 samples of ordinary sweet
milk—it must be remembered, of course, that some of this has
been pasteurised although not sold under that designation—28
(589%) might be deemed bacteriologically clean since they con:
formed to the standards of b. coli and total bacterial count laid
down for Grade A milk, 10 (219, ) were of doubtful quality, while
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1o (219 ) were definitely unastisfactory. Of 26 specimens of ordi-
nary milk examined for tubercle bacilli, 2 gave positive results.
. There is therefore no improvement to report in the cleanliness of
. the undesignated milk sold in the city, rather is the reverse the
case as evidenced by the increased percentage showing excessive
contamination. On the other hand, the standard reached by the
Certified and Grade A (Tuberculin Tested) milks is remarkably
good on the whole, showing what can be done with proper care
and under the best conditions.

There was in 1933 a slight increase in the number of bacterio- Prcterioloical
 logical examinations carried out on behalf of the department by 3ervices.
Professor Tulloch at University College. The total for the year

was 10,387, as compared with g,g80 in 1932. Professor Tulloch's

report is included elsewhere in this volume, and, as usual, will be

| found well worthy of study. No special comment is necessary

| EXCcept to express once again our warm appreciation of the valu-

able services rendered by him and his staff during the year.

Full details of the shipping activities at the Port of Dundee Fort Sanitary
during the year 1933 and of the routine sanitary inspection of ships tion.
will be found on reference to the report of the Chief Sanitary In-

spector and to Tables XXXVII., XXXVIIIL., and XXXIX.

A feature of the year under review was the absence of infec-
tious disease on board ships in the Port. A number of cases of
venereal disease were reported, and several of these received treat-
ment at the Dundee Centre.

During the year, 1oo vessels arrived from infected ports
abroad, 13 direct and 87 coastwise. Since 1st May, 1933, when
the new Port Sanitary Regulations came into operation, all such
' ships, whether arriving direct or coastwise, have been boarded on
arrival by a medical officer who makes the necessary enquiries as
| to the health conditions on board and carries out such inspections
and medical examinations as are appropriate to the circumstances.
In all, 70 ships were medically inspected, but no cases of infectious
disease and only one of bodily infestation with lice were discovered.

L]

No deratisation certificates were issued under the Regulations,
- but 21 exemption certificates were granted.
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Deaths (all causes) at various age periods, 1933.
Death-rates at various age periods (from all causes) each
year, 1929-1933.

Death-rate (from all causes) each month during the years
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principal Epidemic Diseases.
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Certified causes of death at the various ages under 1 year
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Five-yearly average annual death-rates per 100,000
population from certain of the Infectious Diseases, 1876-
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Five-yearly average annual Case Mortality (per cent.)
from certain Infectious Diseases, 1801-1925, and number
of cases notified and intimated, number of deaths, and
case mortality each year since 1926.

Tables 19, 20, and 21. Malignant Diseases.
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Table 92. Five-yearly average annual Death-rates per 100,001
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rates per 100,000 each year since 1926, from the Respirator
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Pleurisy, Asthma, Laryngitis, etc.).

Table 23. Five-yearly average annual Death-rates per 100,00
population, 1876-1925, and number of Deaths and Death
rates per 100,000 each year since 1926, from Diabete
Mellitus.
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Dundee, 1933.
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Table 368. Vaccination, 1921-1932.

Tables 37, 38, and 39. Port Sanitation.

Table 40. Bacteriological Laboratory, 1625-1933.

Table 41. Disinfection, 1933.

Table 42. Factories, Workshops, and Workplaces, 1933.

Table 43. Dundee Infant Hospital, 1933.

Tables 44, 45, 46, 47, and 48. Venereal Diseases Scheme.

Tables 49, 50, 51, 52, and 53. Unsound Food.

Chart No. 1. Death-rate per 1,000 population, 1884-1933.

Chart No. 2. Infant Mortality, 1884-1933. :

Chart No. 3. Pulmonary Tuberculosis Death-rate per 1,000 popt

lation, 1884-1933.
Chart No. 4. Birth-rate per 1,000 population, 1884-1933.
Chart No. 5. Vital Statistics of the various wards, 1933.
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TABLE L.

AGE and SEX DISTRIBUTION of POPULATION, 1933.

Population (estimated by Registrar-General), 177,177.

Percentage of Males to total population (Census, 1931)
,, Females

EL

Estimated Sex Distribution for 1933-—Males

Females

. 44,99
. 55.1%
... 79,662
... 97,625

Age Percentage to total at all Estimated Age and Sex
o e Female Ml el Roth Bagar,
0-5 9.7 o iy 1,TL7 7,617 15,234
5-10 10.2 8.5 8,114 8,208 16,412
10-15 8.9 7.3 7,080 7,127 14,207
15-25 18.1 17.2 14,399 16,791 31,190
25-35 15.2 15.8 12,002 15,425 27,617
35-45 11.9 13.2 9,487 12,886 22,353
45-55 10.7 11.8° 8,612 11,520 20 032
55-65 9.1 9.9 7,239 9,665 16,904
65-75 4.8 6.1 3,818 5,955 9,773
75-85 1.3 2.2 1,034 2,148 3,182
85 and over 1 3 80 293 373
All Ages 100.0 100.0 79,562 97,626 177,177
TABLE I11.
Estimated Population in various Wards, 1933.
Fopulation Percentage to total Estimated Population
WARD, {Census 19310 Population (Census 1931), for 1933
I. 16,846 8.6 17,009
) 4 & 11,698 6.7 11,871
I11. 16,499 0.4 16,665
IV. 17,428 8.9 17,541
V. 24 720 14.1 24,982
VI. 17,240 9.8 17,363
WEE: . 22,366 12.7 22,501
VIIL. ... 18,976 10.8 19,135
1X. 19,002 10.9 19,312
X. and XI. 10,732 6.1 10,808
Totals 175,585 100.0 177,177
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TABLE IX.

Death-rate in various Wards each year since 1920 from principal
Epidemic Diseases.

Whole W ARDS
Year, City. 1. 1, 1 4, 5. 5. 1. 8. 5. 10&TM
1920 1.06 115 %0 118 .08 8 18 I3 & 1L M
1921 1.08 100 115 104 90 98 158 187 124 104 .87
1922 .80 109 72 88 .7 A5 108 8 084 45 .M
1023 1.17 166 97 1.08 AT 100 148 120 175 112 .88
1934 1.89 1510 B4% 188 154 148 ®87 145 150 1T1 36
1925 1.70 158 180 249 197 57 M0 B 11 .37 o7
1526 g8 S8 72 1% 79 180 160 182 221 170 4§
1827 1.43 2.16 1.25 2,32 L.45 1.13 1.44 1.19 g3 1.78 B4
1928 85 108 86 47 4T 9 68 48 98 AT .00
1929 38 85 4 F R S 48 11 48 38 a0
1950 a8 8 41 05 .84 48 108 89 168 0T AR
1931 84 M, s 48 g5 .86 128 51 - .57 146 4T
1952 .68 A7 68 a2 B 68 98 45 105 8BS 46
*1955 .08 OF . £26 190 444 92 145 98 52 44 130

*More.—Figures are for 18 [afectious Diseases {excluding Infantile Diarrhieal

TABLE X.

Pulmonary Tuberculosis Death-rate in various Wards each
year since 1920,

Whole WARDS
Year. City. 1. 2. 3. 4. 5 [ 7. 8. 9. 10&MN
1820 90 50 18 1m . £1 12 88 98 B8 B
1921 1.00 112 128 1.04 99 80 138 88 113 M B8
1922 98 b5 112 85 & 117 LIE 72 116 9% .BE
1923 B3 1.24 1.05 1.15 82 B9 1.08 (B 12T b3 Ab
1924 85 130 .66 .54 5% 86 118 100 86 .88 4B
1925 A7 M s 11 W 80 112 & .19 106 .56
- 1926 81 0 79 87 32 .3 .56 a7 95 117 54
1907 59 135 58 110 &1 9 77 & 78 130 45
1923 80 4 4T B8 109 100 66 65 83 83 B4
1920 8 .68 81 94 B4 S 9L a 107 108 65
1930 18 1.05 78 70 48 S 48 118 81 T0 .00
1951 .75 N TS, SE . - SRR R - R
1932 61 63 .68 .54 .63 60 40 31 138 52 9
1933 .58 2w A8 63 8T 65T 36 1400 58 . A6
TABLE XI.
- Tuberculosis (all forms) Death-rate in various Wards each
p year since 1920. '
Whaole W ARDBS.
Year. City. 1. 2. 3. (8 5. 6. . g, 9. 10 &1,
1920 1.37 1.02 1.67 1.83 1.06 1.21 1.06 1.08 1.38 137 B8
';.'IMI 1.35 1.82 1.81 1.60 1.30 1] 1.68 1.41 140 1.04 .65
glo22 137 52 144 131 148 151 180 100 168 138 e
ozs 1.48 1056 146 146 120 118 171 134 188 1.8 .8
19 1.23 1.51 B0 188 118 104 1M 140 148 107 4
1925 1.22 137 112 18 1L 08 141 110 L8718 &
1928 112 148 T 118 8 Lie 7y LEL 104 Lk B8
?lm i.18 1.68 1.0% 1.40 A7 1.20 105 BT 1.04 1.38 B
1928 1.0 B8 8BS 122 130 122 .4 92 Lo4 89 .63
ﬁ 1.05 JT 180 120 L 78 108 10 128 135 4
: 1.0 188 LW 76 70 181 80 148 118 2 08
%; 0 g RS o s 488 435 08 vehas e
. B .00 .84 T R R R G .m
1933 B L - B 9 .76 IR i
i
| 3






37

TABLE ‘XTI,

Infant Mortality from various groups of cnuses 1890-94,
and each year from 1913,

Con- Diges. Respira- Infectious All Diber
hE::-I;E: genital tive, tory. Disenses. Cruses. Total,
1890-94 53 a2 44 25 29 183
1913 62 40 28 12 20 162 .
1914 58 33 15 17 18 136
1915 64 a8 58 51 18 209
1916 63 20 15 13 15 126
1917 57 24 24 13 19 137
1918 53 16 24 20 13 126
1919 60 13 30 8 15 126
1920 53 21 36 10 11 181
1921 58 16 19 13 8 114
1922 50 11 27 10 11 109
1923 46 4 21 13 14 98
1924 4 12 25 12 17 120
1925 53 10 35 16 12 1268
1926 58 11 18 4 12 108
1927 50 14 46 17 11 188
1928 45 o 28 9 11 102
1929 48 12 a0 7 & 102
1930 35 7 32 13 6 118
1931 42 7 24 12 i 92
1932 32 7 7 9 7 72
1935 48 9 23 12 £ 98
TABLE XIV.
Infant Mortali ty from all causes at various age periods
since 1916,
DEATH RATES.

T;nder 1 L';r‘ler 1 Under 3 Il'nder?l
Year Births, Week, Month, Months, Year.
1916 ... 3,725 52 49 74 126
1917 .. 2,842 25 42 68 137
1918 ... 2,902 a7 45 65 126
1919 ... 3,466 29 5l 8 126
1920 ... B 0,047 26 41 72 181
1921 ... 4 450 27 47 67 114
o2z ... cix 4,227 26 46 66 109
1o2s ... 4,199 29 44 61 08
1924 ... 3.865 31 48 ] 120
1925 ... 5,694 25 42 65 126
o6 ... i 3,724 35 49 B5 103
o2t ... 7 26 46 70 138
1928 ... i 3,501 23 39 54 102
1929 ... e 3,486 25 40 55 102
1930 ... 3,506 28 46 65 113
1931 ... : 3,431 26 34 a1 92
1932 .. s 3,276 25 Al 41 72

1933 ... 3,009 33 43 9 98
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TABLE XXXI.

PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS—Notifications and Deaths
with corresponding rates per 1,000 population for each
sex cach year since 1915.

NOTIFICATIONS. DEATHS.
Year. Males, Females. Males. Females,
No. Per 1000, No. Per 1000, No. Per 1000. No. Per 1000,
1915 216  2.75 269  2.72 106  1.35 169 1.7
1916 227 2.83 295 2,92 99 1.23 160 1.58
1017 181 2.26 251 2.48 100 1.24 118 1.18
1818 198 2.48 185 1.92 117 1.45 139 1.37
1919 238 2.90 204 1.97 11 1.09 75 .72
1920 223 2.7 200 1.95 a5 1.18 B8 .85
19821 187 2.84 178 1.90 81 1.08 i .92
1922 170 2.23 231 2.41 il ] 8 93 i
1923 149 1.97 160 1.68 73 .98 04 98
1924 135 1.78 160 1.68 Th 98 71 .74
1925 125 1.66 155 1.65 fil 81 a7 A3
1926 135 1.79 173 1.83 67 89 7l ]
1927 147 1,92 141 1.47 76 .99 7 B0
1928 159 2.08 159 1.66 67 .88 71 T4
1928 126 1.70 134 1.44 61 .82 B9 .74
1930 131 1.77 136 1.47 64 87 62 BY
1931 121 1.53 124 1.28 58 .73 T0 T2
1632 112 .41 117 1.20 HH .69 02 .03
1533 143 1.80 112 1.16 o2 i 1 a0 Bl

TABLE XXXII.

Pulmonary Tuberculosis—Deaths in Institutions each year
since 1924,

1924 1925 1926 1927 {928 {920 1930 1931 {1932 {933
Total Deaths from
Polmon. T.B. - 147 148 138 153 138 130 126 {28 107 102
No. of Deaths from
Pulmon. T.B. in
Institutions - 62 65
Percentage of Total
Deaths [rom Pul.
T. B. dying in
Institutions 421 44.6 558 458 53.6 538 508 555 54.2 480

70 74 70 o | a8 49

L |
=
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TABLE XXXVI

VACCINATION—1921-1932.

= : .

= g £ Successfully  Insusceptible  Died before Postponement

_EI'"E Vaccinated 1o Vaccination Conscientions  or unaccounted
Yaar = - E Vaccination Objections for

332 . ; . A

PR bl Wi Tl %)
=RE Per Per Per Per Per
22 No. Cent. No Cent. No. Cent. No. Cent. No. Cent.

1521 4305 115 4 2 + 6 9 B4 395 250 51
1922 42 1193 i3 12 5 333 75 2556 506 24 38
1923 4275 1240 =0 11 ‘2 284 6.6 2567 a0l 173 41
1934 o | 1077 s 16 4 a2 90 227 al'e 205 52
1925 3750 98 257 i 4 306 B2 2270 605 19 4'8
1926 fui: s 1087 o 25 7 kit 81 bt Lot SR 1449 59
1927 3391 12231 -2 44 i4 307 8.5 1933 538 74 21
1928 3585 1198 354 43 1.2 253 1.1 2037 56.8 34 1.5
1929 3598 I8 31 [ 1.7 240 6.7 HM 590 53 1.5
1930 3625 11 306 K 4 260 7.2 2184 60,3 36 1.0
1931 3531 o952 .5 64 1.8 188 Sl 2247 . 637 ) 1.7
1952 311 G 0.5 47 1.4 171 50 2236 fa. 5 53 1.6

TABLE

DETAILS OF

No, of
Arrivals.

From Foreign—
Steamers . 34
Motor Ships ... 12
Coastwise ... k j?ﬂ:::
1019

VESSELS ENTERING THE

XKXXVII

Port Sanitation.

PORT DURING 1933.

No. Inspected by . No No of
Medical Sanitary Reported Orders
Tonnage.  Officer. Inspector. Defective. Issued.
581,197 10 314 181 273
30,644 12
261,209 .. e
879,050 70 326 181 273

TABLE XXXVIII

Port Sanitation.

Principal Foreign Places from which ships arrived and

PORT OR COUNTRY.
lf'llihhlﬁ:l.lcuun. Chittagong, Colombo, ste.) B

E e e s
terdam, (hent and Dunkirk

=
en i
.5.A. and Canada

tic Ports,
rway o
Algeria and Tunis
Lol Il&diu_, etc.
: uss ..,
Other Furopean Ports ..

-Qh.ﬂtrn!ia.

notes of cargoes,
MNao. CARGOES
Jute, Guonies, Linseed, Desiccated Cocoanut.
48  Sugar, Potatoes, Farina Phosphates, Fancy Goods,
A7 Sugar, Milk. Cheese, Fruit, Vepetables, Maoss
Latter, Steel Plates and Tubing,
Yegetables, Iron, and Steel.
Paper, Paper Pulp, Box Boarding.
Flour, Sugar, Pitch, Oclire.
Timber, and Flax.
Paper and Paper Pulp.
Esparto Grass and Phosphates
Sugar and il
Timber and Flax. i y
Fimber, Cork, Pyrites, Phosphates, Oilcake, Grain
and Vepetables,
Sugar,

CELoRERER
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Of the remainder, five were due to Toxic Scarlet Fever, one
to Septic Scarlet Fever, four to Broncho Pneumonia complicating
simple Scarlet Fever, and one as a result of Fulminating Purpura
Haemorrhagica arising during convalescence.

This gives a case mortality of 1.069%.

Epidemic

During the latter six months of the year just completed, Scarlet
Fever was prevalent in the City in epidemic form. The ** admis-
slon wave '’ rose from 3g patients in July to a maximum of 225 in
October, and fell to 146 in December. When the epidemic was at
its height the hospital accommodation was taxed to its utmost, yet
10 deserving case was refused admission. The number of cases
admitted depended, in some measure, on the prevalence of other
infections such as Diphtheria — which takes precedence — and
Broncho Pneumonia. Fortunately, these diseases were rare dur-
ng Autumn and early Winter, so that the extra Wards usually
sccupied by them were available for the treatment of Scarlet
fever patients. Additional accommodation was obtained by the
liversion of a number of Broncho Pneumonia cases to Maryfield
{ospital.

When the admission rate was at its highest we were obliged to
ischarge our uncomplicated convalescents on the 21st day of ill-
fiess; that is, three days earlier than has been our custom.

On discharge, all these patients were advised to report to their
doctor or at the Hospital on the 28th day, when a routine
xamination was made for Albuminuria, Rhinitis, Cervical
denitis, or Otorrhoea, and we are pleased to state that no case
fequired re-admission.

Types of Disease

Of the patients admitted to hospital during the year, six were
Suffering from Toxic Scarlet, while one was of the Septic Type.

e rest were of a simple or average nature but, as stated in our
St annual report, although the Scarlet Fever that occurs in Dun-
is of a simplex type, vet it was not quite so simple as it has
en for the past number of years. Generally speaking, there was
aslight yet appreciable increase in severity of type with complica-
ons far more numerous and of a more varied nature,
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A typical scarlatiniform eruption was present on the trunk
and limbs.

The boy was generally healthy and well nourished, and no
abnormality was discovered in any of the special systems. The
temperature was 10o.6 F., Pulse 124, and Respirations 26 per
minute. Ten c.c.s of Scarlet Fever Antitoxin were given intra-
muscularly on admission, and the temperature returned to normal
in 24 hours with a pluse rate 84. Convalescence was straightfor-
ward and uneventful until the morning of 13th November—the
19th day of illness—when a change was noticed in the patient’s
general condition. He was now dull, apathetic and very pale, and
vas bleeding from the gums. The pulse was slow—60 per minute,
soft and irregular. There was persistent oozing from the gums
and tooth sockets throughout the day, and towards evening large,
irregular, non-tender purpuric haemorrhages appeared on the feet
and round the ankles and elbows with small petechial haemorrhages
the back, chest and abdomen.

The following day he had repeated sharp attacks of epistaxis
and haematemesis, while the cutaneous ecchymosis became more
marked.  There was no haemorrhage from the bowel and no
haematuria. The condition progressed rapidly, and the prognosis
was obviously hopeless. The pulse rate increased to 160 but was
still irregular—the temperature remaining normal. The patient
was now deadly pale and anaemic, but no further haemorrhages
occurred. He became restless and delirious on the 21st day

(November 15th) and remained so until the following day when
he died.

14

g. The total duration of illness was slightly less than four days.

% Unfortunately permission for a post-mortem examination was
not obtained.

The above case is worthy of record because of its rarity
‘especially occurring after a case of simple Scarlet Fever. A few

es, varying in minor details from the foregoing are mentioned
i?literature, but the majority have occurred after cases of Septic
\Scarlet Fever. The condition has been included in our list of com.-
Blications because it is accepted in the text books as such. Yet it
\may be a coincidence only, for it has still to be determined whether
|Purpura arising during convalescence from a specific fever has any
tdirect relation to that fever.
|

1
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Post-Abortal Infection,

There were 15 cases of post-abortal infection admitted dur-
ing the year. The diagnosis was confirmed in 10 of these and two
died. The unaccepted cases were of simple incomplete abortion.

Bacteriological findings were as follows :—

Case  Blood Culture Uterine Culture Result
1. Sterile Haemolytic Streptococci Died
2. do. No growth Died
3 do. Haemolytic Streptococci Recovered
4. do. Staphylococci do.
5 do. Streptococci + Staphylococci do.
6. do. Staphylococei do.
- do. Staphylococci do.
8. do. Streptococci + Colon Bacilli do.
9. do. Staphylococci + Colon Bacilli do.
10. do. Staphylococci + Colon Bacilli do.
Comments

The high mortality amongst cases of Post-Partum infection
calls for comment.

Naturally, the death rate, depending as it does, on the type of
case admitted, must vary from year to year. A number of
patients, although admitted in the very early stages of illness had

- such a virluent infection that no treatment was, or could have been
iuf any avail.  Unfortunately inquiry into the history of others
showed that they had been ill for some time, and on admission were
- found to be suffering from peritonitis and were moribund.
r Along with septicaemia, peritonitis was the most fatal compli-
- cation.
]
It is an accepted fact that delay of operation in any form of
;h;ac:ute peritonitis is dangerous, and in no type is this more evident
than in the Post-Partum variety. Cases of Haemolytic Strepto-
- Coccal Peritonitis do not present the classical sign or subjective
- phenomena of the ordinary acute surgical abdomen, and diagnosis
fls often difficult. Although the prognosis is always grave, yet it
ils by no means hopeless provided simple laparotomy with drainage
tls carried out within 24 hours of the onset. If later than this we
- can hold out very little if any hope of recovery.

-'E
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MARVFIELD HOSPITAL.

REPORT BY Dr ]. B. MACDONALD,
Medical Officer.

During the year 1933, Maryfield Hospital has been gradually
rising to its new status as a general hospital under the Public
Health Department, and there has been harmonious co-operation
‘with increase of work.

On January 1st there were in Hospital 124 men, 1 58 women,
22 boys, and 17 girls; and there were admitted during the year
651 men, 651 women, 160 boys and 180 girls. The total number
of patients treated during the year was 1963.

The Hospital accommodation consists of 328 beds, and the
average daily number of patients was 293. The smallest number
on any one day was 237 and the largest 361.

An analysis of the discharges for the year shows the following
diseases treated and the number of cases of each :—

Bone and Joint,

.............................. 19
Crrenlatorty;. . o iaerals B0 san o Dl el 164
Ductless Glands, I
Infancy and Malformation, .. ... .. .. 22
ShgeNtive, L rLITONs e R e 133
Genfo-Brimaey Rl el o 39
i G e S b SN eme iy AU, 54
' SRESHONS, = sl et oibs AN Y 18
% Lh 21 =LA SR S TR 44
t s Lo o e 145
i SeiulE ThebIlity, i.iioiniim oo SUISDS 126
Pregnancy and Parturition, ... . 44
4 Lol e e TR 267
T i e e Sl Sl swily, . G2
: DI PRI . o i e R A AR L B 161
1 R I 50
} Injuries, 34
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Dr A. R. Moodie, F.R.C.S., Ophthalmic Surgeon, performed
the operation of Enucleation of Eyeball.

The feature of the work in the Gynaecological Department was
the appreciable increase in the number of (iynaecological cases,
The operations performed by Dr R. C. Buist, LL.D., M.D., C. M.,
8.R.C.P., Visiting Gynaecologist, included :—

1 Anterior and Posterior Colpo-Perineorrhaphy.

2 Abdominal Hysterectomies.

1 Cauterisation of Condylomata,

—_

Repair of Cervix.

=

Salpingo-Oéphorectomy.
Several Cases of Curettage.

Over 300 Gynaecological and Surgical examinations were
made during the year by Dr R. C, Buist, Visiting Gynaecologist,
and Mr F. R. Brown, F.R.C.S., Visiting Surgeon.

Excellent work was done during the year by Mr J. M. Laburn,
L.D.S., Visiting Dental Surgeon, who held a weekly dental clinic
ind attended to the teeth and gums of patients.

i The Resident Medical Officers did what minor Surgery was
equired, including lumbar punctures, intravenous work, and in-
%ﬁuns for varicose veins.

|
E * Ultra-violet ray treatment was given to 31 patients.

H During the year contact was established with the panel and
i ivate doctors of patients. On the discharge of a patient a note
*} S sent to the doctor with information regarding the patient’s con-

dition and treatment. Results of clinical and bacteriological in-
estigations were also communicated,

I wish to put on record the valuable and faithful

work done
¥ the Resident Medical Officers,

Routine clinical work, including gastric fractional analysis,

id blood sugar and urea estimations, was done in Hospital ; and
fPecial tests and investigations were carried out by the Bacterio-
gical Department of Dundee Medical School,
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The large number of cases sent to Westgreen from Maryfield
may be partly due to the unwillingness or unpreparedne

ss of prac-
titioners to certify their patients,

Friends of mental patients fre-
quently experience difficulty in appreciating asylums as hospitals
for curative treatment, and certification continues to be regarded
by some as a stigma from which there is no recovery,

A Psychiatric Block at Maryfield with 40 or 50 beds would
ease this situation so far as Dundee js concerned.

At present a mental patient who is noisy cannot be kept for
y length of time at Maryfield, as the other patients who need

the same ward.

The present Observation Wards are two in number—one for
ales and one for females—and each has ten beds.

If we had two wards for the men and two for the women,
uld treat the quiet cases apart from the violent and noisy cas
d do more creative work at Maryfield without certification.

we
s,

J. B. MACDONALD, M.A., M.B.. L.R.C.P.
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(1) Pathologic stresses or bodily ill-health occurring
most frequently in such forms as general delibity, disordered
metabolism and exhaustion, but also in such forms as syphilis,
sepsis and other microbic infections in 109%.

(2) Biologic stresses in 50%, comprising the critical
periods of life in both sexes—the climacteric in 10%, ado-
lescence in 179, and senility in 2R

(3) Psychis stresses in the form of mental perturbations,
such as worry and shock and want of occupation in 369 ; and

(4) Toxic stresses in the form of alcoholic and drug
excesses in 49%.

The types of mental illness among the admissions comprised
mainly the constitutional psychoses, e.g., melancholia in 22 cases,
in 16 of these active suicidal tendencies were manifested, Schizo-
phremia 12, delusional psychoses 31, confusion and delirium 21;
- The psychoneurosis included epilepsy in 5, neurasthenia in 4, and
hysteria in 2. The organic psychoses comprised those of general
Pparalysis 7 cases and cerebral arterio-sclerosis in I case, and the
‘congenital psychoses or amentias were represented bvz morons and
(imbeciles with active psychotic manifestations.

During the past few years a number of mental defectives have
‘been admitted. In most of these, there was also present some mild
form of mental disease. The terms ** mental disease "' and
“‘ mental deficiency " are frequently used, in error, to denote the
Same condition. They are two entirely different conditions.
‘Mental illness or disease is a disorder affecting a mind which pre-
Viously was in a healthy state, and is in the main an eminently
Curable condition. Mental defectives on the other hand are per-
sons who suffer from arrested development of the mind and is a
Permanent condition. Mental defectives are not capable of com-
peting in life with normal persons, they are lacking in self-control
and commonsense. Many have no sense of responsibility and of
social obligation, T bey often have antisocial propensities, so as
10 be a potential menace to the public,

Discharges,

The cases discharged during the vear numbered 76 (42 men
and 34 women). Of these 45 were discharged as recovered, 3o
15 improved and 1 not improved, the recovery rate being 41.6 per
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at all equal terms, and that neurasthenia and the like conditions
epresent minor but often very intractable forms of mental disease,
hough they do not contribute to the officially recognised insane
population. Mental diseases, in short, consists of a collection of
idely differing diseases and conditions. Insanity implies a mental
responsibility which the bulk of the mentally sick never reach.

The study of the signs of mental derangement therefore is of
ense importance to mankind, inasmuch as it leads to the pre-
ention of a disease which robs man of all his highest attainments.
fental illness seldom comes like a thunderbolt out of a clear sky.
The study of mental illness clearly shows that it practically never
levelops in a day; but that, on the contrary, often weeks and
months elapse before the deviation or change from normal mental
tealth is observed, often some accidental circumstance, some
apparently trivial event may be the determining cause of the out-
eak ; but the conditions have been there before, and as in the
Id saying, the new event was but as ** the last straw " that made
e burden intolerable. If the early history of the patient be only
iently and carefully investigated, it will be found that eccentric
aets were performed long before the outbreak of the disease,

Mental illness exists long before the certifiable stage, but un-
ortunately no notice is usually taken of it so long as the person does
t seriously interfere with the social current. But when, for
“@rious reasons, he becomes troublesome or commits an indiscre-
on which affect his own existence or which brings discredit on his
amily and friends he may be declared ** legally ** insane and de-
; ved of his liberty. What the law takes notice of is not whether
fie person is unsound in mind—in the medical sense—but whether
person is insane in conduct or likely to become so. Whatever
person believes, or thinks or feels matters only in the medical
stimation of mental iliness. In the legal sense it is of no conse-
ence, so long as his conduct is not affected thereby. It is for
he says and the way he behaves that a person is certified in-

It is the patient’s lack of self-control and inability to adapt
aself to his environment which is the criterion of admission in
i€ legal sense to a Mental Hospital.

- Thus, what was before medically true, though legally denied,

dmitted only when the preliminary and most curable stage of the
less has passed.,
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In the incipient stage of mental illness the patient is sometimes
lly sensible of entertaining exaggerated and unnatural impres-
sions, he is acutely conscious of the mind dwelling morbidly and
sometimes against his will irresistibly upon certain trains of absurd,
unhealthy, and it may be very impure thoughts, he painfully recog-
nises the fact that insane ideas are struggling to master his reason
and obtain an ascendancy over his judgment.

The difference between sanity and insanity consist in the
degree of self-control exercised. We all have, at some time or
l:her thoughts passing through our minds and feelings agitating
‘us which, if they were expressed and indulged in, would be as wild
and perhaps as frightful in their consequences as those of any
madman. But the person of normal mind represses them and seeks
fresh impressions from without if he find that aid needful. The
man of weak mind, on the other hand, yields to them, meditates on
them, indulges in them, and thus they acquire fresh force, until
he is totally unable to free himself from the thought or subject
‘that haunts him, and he is then insane.

The standard of sanity depends (a) partly on the environ-
ment, which varies not only with every stage of civilisation and
barbarism, but also with each social station and each grade or
hase of education ; what would be natural and commonplace in one

ate of society or in one community would be altogether unuvsual
and peculiar in another.

(b) The standard of sanity depends also on the standard of
the individual. Everyone thinks and acts in his own way, and

thus there is formed a special standard of what may be called
normality, which is made up of habits, social instincts, education,
training and more especially of those moral traits that constitute
what we call character. In these respects the individual must be
measured by the standard of his own personality—he must be
tested by what he ought to be and by what he was in his normal
condition—before any accurate decision can be arrived at in any
ase of suspected mental disorder.

No two persons think, feel or act in the same way; no two
take the same view of any question ; no two can be said to observe
the same object in an identical manner or from the same standpoint,
and this is so because the intellect of each works on different lines
iccording to inherited proclivities, individual experience and edu-
tation. It is this diversity which forms the basis of distinct indi-

:
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The general health of the patients and staff throughout the
vear was better than average, and there were no epidemics or
zymotic disease.

The treatment of the patients has been carried out along the
1sual lines.

The systematic training of the Nursing Stafl has been carried
as in former years. Lectures are given by the Assistant Medical
Officers twice weekly, and practical Ward Demonstrations are
given by the Matron and her Assistants. During the year four
Nurses and two Male Nurses passed the Final Examination of the
Medico-Psychological Association, obtaining certificates for pro-

passed the Preliminary Examination required for the certificate.

I much regret to record the death last October of William
Aitchison after an illness of three months. Aitchison had been in
the service of the Hospital for 29 vears, and latterly acted as
Deputy Head Attendant. He was a highly esteemed member of
our Staff, he was a most conscientious official, full of loyalty to his
superiors and to the Hospital, and his unexpected loss has been
greatly felt by all at Westgreen.

The Artisan Staff bas been [ully occupied by their various
ades, and a suitable amount of work has been done in keeping the
Hospital in good repair.

The usual dances, concerts and cinema entertainments for the
patients were held throughout the winter months. The supply of
Suitable silent films is now nearly exhausted, and 1 have had great
dithculty in procuring a supply for the coming season. | am afraid,
if the difficulty in obtaining supplies continues, this form of enter-
tainment will have to cease. This will be unfortunate because
there are patients who will not come to any other entertainment,
yet take an interest in the cinema and look forward to its fort-
lightly appearance. Meantime both the cost and the labour of
1stalling a sound-reproduction system appears prohibitive.

- | have to express my appreciation and thanks to friends in
BDundee and to the British Red Cross for donations of books to the
lospital,
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In the year 1933, 343 cases of tuberculosis were notified.
255 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis and 88 cases of non-pulmonary
tuberculosis. Of these :—

151 cases were discovered at the Tuberculosis Section.
74 cases were notified by private practitioners.
13 cases were notified from Maryfield Hospital,
61 notifications came from Royal Infirmary.
3 notifications came from Convalescent Home, Barnhill,
2 notifications came from Infant Hospital, Broughty Ferry.
7 notifications came from Medical Officers outside the City.

32 cases came under the notice of the Department through
the Registrar after death had taken place.

Pulmonary Tuberculosis,

During the year 255 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis were
notified. The age and sex of these were as follows :—

Age. Males. Females. Total,
Under 1 year 1 — s |
1- 5 years 5 1 6
5-16 ,, 32 37 69
15-25 ,, 28 28 56
2545 58 32 90
4565 17 13 30
65 years and upwards 2 1 3
Total 143 112 - 255

The following are the particulars as regards housing :—

No. of No. of Total No. of No. of Inmatea
Rooms. Cases. Inmates. por Room.
1 28 106 3.8
2 113 571 2.5
3 48 276 1.9
4 and upwards 17 98 1.4

In 49 cases home conditions were satisfactory.

Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis,

During the year 88 cases of non-pulmonary tuberculosis were
tified, The age and sex of these were as follows ;-
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Of the 105 cases of definite phthisis, 27 were previously noti-
fied and 78 were notified from the clinic for the first time,

The age and sex of these were as follows :(—

Age. Males.  Females. Total.

Under 1 year — —_ —

1- 5 years 2 : 1 3

6-16 ,, 10 12 22

15-26 ,, 16 17 33

2646 27 11 38

45-656 , 6 2 8

65 years and upwards — 1 1

Totals By 61 44 105

3 The attendances at the tuberculosis clinic were as follows :—-
A Insured. Non-Insured. Total.

January ... ... 452 429 881
February . ioe 409 495 904
- March 526 671 1097
- April ... 434 403 837
. May ... 454 529 983
June 403 346 749
- July ... 318 176 404
August Bas s 403 297 700
. September ... 353 320 673
- October 428 387 815
~ November 1. 48 411 516 957
~ Ilecember . » 418 360 T8

—— ——rm e

5039 4829 O868

e

Artificial Sunlight.

- B et TR

- During 1933, 28g patients attended the artificial sunlight
iclinic_ Of these, 142 were males and 147 were females,

-

Males. Females. Total.
. No. of Attendance: ... L 5,499 10 760

- No, of Sessions 5 ) — i = 593

- i gllreul
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ASHLUDIE SANATORIUM.

Report by Dr C. H, IMRIE,

During the year the work of the sanatorium was continued on
the lines of last year. There has been no structural change since
the opening of the New Block in 1932, and the equipment has not
been augmented except in items which were urgently needed.

Admissions and Discharges.

Male Female Children Total
(12 and under)

Edmisgions,. ..o, e O 82 11 186
[Bicharges, .. 77 é 151
|70 e B i e S Bt B 24 10 2 36
i Number of beds occupied on December 31st, 1932, 121

Average residence of Discharges, ... .. . 222.15 days
| Average residence of Deaths, ... .. .. 138.32 days

Highest daily number of patients, ... 125

i.mvest daily number of patients, ... ... ... ... 114

There were 186 admissions as compared with 223 last
Year. The difference between these figures is accounted for by
the number transferred to the sanatorium from King's Cross

Hospital in 1932.

The distribution of the admissions according to age and situa-
| tion of the lesion was as follows :—

Pulmo-  Menin- Abdo- Bone & Non

nary geal minal  Spinal Joint T.B. else Tuber-

\g T.B. T.B. T.B. T.B. T.B. where culous
Under 8§ .. — — — — 2 — 2
$—10, I — —_— — - — I
s, ... I3 -— — 1 - — 2
I=—z0, ... 13 -— 1 I i — I
a5, ... 34 — I — I I 2
PR —10, - ... 22 — - I 1 1 —
w35 ... 27 — — 2 — — 1
40, ... 16 —_ - - - — —_
45, ... 13 = e G =5 — 2
50 8 g s L T e e
L L e e TN
6o, .. 2 — — ra soad sar tis
0 and over, 2 — — o - aly 1

— e e
——
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Treatment.

During the year the facilities for treatment were increased by
the installation of an Ultra-Violet Ray and Radiant Heat unit in
the Theatre Block. The use of Ultra-Violet Ray treatment in
many forms of tuberculosis is a recognised and powerful means
of promoting healing, and the installation has already proved
itself of great value in a variety of cases.

In pulmonary tuberculosis rest in bed for a prolonged period
forms the foundation on which all treatment is based. A certain
number of cases, however, are suitable for more intensive mea-
sures whereby rest may be given to the diseased lung itself,

During the year 14 cases were considered suitable for this type
of treatment, and either Artificial Pneumothorax or Evulsion of the
Phrenic Nerve was performed.

Artificial Pneumothorax,

11 cases commenced. There was definite improvement in
while 3 did not show benefit. In 3 cases the treatment had to be
abandoned from various causes.

To the cases commenced in this and in previous years, 313
refills of air were injected in 21 cases.

Phrenic Evulsion.

The phrenic nerve is one of the factors in maintaining the
expansion of the lung, and removal assists materially in obtaining
d satisfactory collapse in a few selected cases. This measure was
Carried out on 3 cases, one of which showed marked benefit, but
there was little improvement in the remainder.

The injection of gold preparations has been a recognised form
of treatment for a few years, but the value is still uncertain. In
Certain selected cases the injection into the blood of these prepara-
tions seems to have a certain beneficial effect.

In 5 cases this method was employed with marked benefit to
3- The remaining 2 cases were stopped owing to difficulties in
administration. Unfortunately the benefit from such treatment is
ot always sustained,
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VENEREAL DISEASES.

REPORT By Dr C. AVERILL,
Special Medical Officer, Venereal Diseases Scheme.

As in previous years the treatment of Venereal Disease was
carried out at the Public Health Institute, 55 Constitution Road.

The separate clinic formerly held at the Chief Child Welfare
Centre has now been removed to the Public Health Institute and
incorporated with the general V.D. Scheme as there carried out.

The total number of new cases for 1933 was g71, a reduction
of 139 as compared with 1932. They were made up as follows :—

Syphilis Gonorrhoea Other V.D. No. V.D.
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F.
2, ... 116 164 283 205 47 — 178 1y
N 104 131 22§ 163 55 - 88 155
B 1932—Male, ...... 624 1933—Male, ...... 522
Female, ... 486 Female, ... 449
1,110 971

The reduction was chiefly accounted for by the male section.
Much stress cannot be laid upon the decrease. The maintained
higher incidence of gonorrhoea in the female js still satisfactory,
although there were actuall y fewer new cases of female gonorrhoea
reporting throughout the year. There are still, of course, too few
€ases of female gonorrhoea presenting themselves at the clinics for
treatment. The slight reduction in the number of new cases of
8yphilis does not call for comment.

. The following is an analysis of the sources of the new cases
| Féporting :—

'8 Male Female
!Eractitianers, A 69
!ﬁundee Royal Infirmary, ... 27 92 47 of these are from Dr

Fairlie, Gynaecologist,
b

Dundee Royal Infir-

. mary.
Agﬁ;nte-NataI L2 E T 46
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l Syphilis Gonorrhoea Other V.D. Ne V.D.
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. 1
E 1932, ... 5,580 6,493 18,072 7,729 i — B54 949
| 1933, - 5,304 6,018 16,740 7,568 682 5 746 757
1932—Male, ...... 25,293 1g33—Male, ...... 23,472
Female, ... 15,171 Female, ... 14,343
40,464 37,815
The following are the numbers of in-patient days :—
193z—Male, ...... I,242 1933—Male, ...... 1,811
Female, ... 8173 Female, ... 616
E 2,055 2,427

Public Health Institute where there are 1z beds available. Indoor

treatment for female patients is carried out as before at King's
Cross and Maryfield Hospitals.

[ wish again to emphasise the importance to every one of
 patients reporting at the very earliest appearance of any form of

venereal lesion. A study of the complications of the conditions
treated will explain.

i In case of male patients indoor treatment is carried out at the

The number of specimens examined by Professor Tulloch and
his staff on behalf of the V.D. Scheme is herewith appended. To
the staff of the Bacteriological Department | am deeply indebted for
‘much valuable advice and assistance, without which the successful
aﬂrking of the scheme would be well nigh impossible.

The figures of 1932 are given for the sake of comparison :—

1932 1933

asserman Reaction, ............cc.coeeriiveinnnnnne 2,184 1,973
dpecial Wassermann Reaction, ..................... 267 262
sonococcus Complement Fixation Test, ......... 840 642
Dark Ground Examinations, ........................ 49 44
R R e e B 2,388 2,663

5,728 5,574

To the various members of the clinics I have to tender my
incere thanks for their assistance, without which it would have
deen impossible to run the various sections as satisfactorily and
leasantly as they have been throughout the past year.
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AGE PERIODS—Females.

Syphilis.  Gonorrheea. Other V.D. No. V.D.
Under 1 year ... 6 0 0 8
1-5 years 3 1 0 6
5-15 years 13 3 ] 14
15-25 years ... 24 63 0 40
25 years and up 86 96 0 87
Totals il 131 163 0 165
(irand Total e 449
ATTENDANCES.
DUNDEE.—Females.
Syphilis. Gonorrhoea, Other V.D. No. V.D. Total
January ... 409 564 0 48 1,021
February ... 479 547 0 58 1,084
March ... B30 716 0 55 1,401
April s 485 603 ] 64 1,152
May syeie (EIEL 633 0 65 1,249
June ... 459 537 0 49 1,045
July wut RO 433 0 37 799
August ... 307 562 0 56 1,015
September 370 506 0 57 933
October ... 482 680 0 75 1,237
November 547 820 0 58 1,455
December 450 570 0 58 1,078
Totals ... 5,588 78 Bl 0 710 13,469
OTHER AREAS.—Females.

Syphilis. Gonorrhwa. Other V.D. No. V.. Total,

January ... 32 30 0 1 63
February ... 37 23 0 1 61
March 46 34 0 0 80
April 43 30 0 1 74
May 28 13 0 0 41
June 33 33 0 0 66
July 25 26 0 0 51
August ., 34 56 0 0 90
Septem ber 23 30 0 14 67
. October ... 38 46 0 10 94
' November 52 30 0 12 103
. December 39 37 0 8 84
Totals ... 430 397 ] 47 874
Grand Total 6,018 7,568 0 757 14,343

Females, 14,343=37 815,
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PATHOLOGICAL WORK.

Number of Specimens examined :—

Special Gonococcus
Wassermann Wassermann Complement Fixation
Teat: - Teast Test
January ... 130 16 53
February ... o 208 17 69
March Heh i 163 27 44
April o 2 126 12 45
May s e 207 25 65
June 163 27 51
July e i 134 11 51
Angust ... i 237 29 73
September P 130 20 41
October ... o 164 25 57
November s 183 22 59
December i 128 21 44
Totals s 1,973 252 642
Dark Ground Microscopie
Tests. Smears.
January 4 202
February 9 203
March 1 198
April 1 227
May 3 282
June 0 217
July 2 200
August .., 8 323
Beptember 1 181
October... 6 197
November 2 277
December 7 156
Totals 44 2,663
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III. SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS.

(a) Examination of Milk for contamination.
(b) Examination of Milk for grading.

(c) Examination of Milk for tuberculosis.

(d) Examination of Milks for tuberculosis under the Tuber-
culosis Order.

(e) Food-poisoning.

(f) Primary meningitis.

(g) Secondary meningitis.

(h) Cases of meningismus.

(i) Faeces for amoebic dysentery.

(j) Bacillary Dysentery.

(k) Examination of erusts for smallpox.

(1) Leptospirochaetosis.

1 (m) Blood infections in pneumonia and pyrexia of unknown

origin.

(n) Miscellaneous investigations.

I. CoxTROL oF VENEREAL DISEASES.

(a) Control of Syphilis.

1. Microscopical examinations of material to demonstrate
the presence of Treponema Pallidum.

During 1933, 49 examinations were made for the presence of
T. Pallidum in suspected syphilitic sores. This number shows a
slight increase as compared with that of the previous year, but is
too small. It appears probable, therefore, that there is a large
number of cases of this disease whose diagnosis is unnecessarily
delayed. The success of preventive and therapeutic measures in
this, as in most other communicable diseases, is largely dependent
upon early and accurate diagnosis. Delay in diagnosis and treat-
ment means greater danger of spread of the disease, for, with
| modern methods of treatment, the infectivity of a case of syphilis
| #an be markedly reduced in a very short time.

Itis repe,a;:ed and it cannot be sufficiently emphasised that
| the Wassermann Test, reliable though it be, cannot give the

| 8ame unequivocal evidence of syphilitic infection as does the
| demonstration of T. Pallidum in morbid exudates,
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less satisfactory than when active treatment is commenced in the
primary stage of the disease.

To call upon the venereal diseases officers to treat late case
of syphilis in which the diagnosis could have been established with
certainty during the early phases of the infection is to place upor
these officers a burden of work and a responsibility which is quite
unnecessary, and defeats, to a large extent, the object of thi

scheme for the control of Venereal Diseases.

Of the 49 cases examined, 44 were sent by the venereal disease:
officers, and only 5 by private practitioners.

2. Wassermann Reactions.

The improvements in the technique for conducting the Wasser:
man Reaction, elaborated during 1926-27, continue to form the
basis of the routine method of conductnig that test in this labora.
tory, and the experience now obtained shows definitely that these
improvements have greatly enhanced its reliability, and it may be
said that the test now is as reliable as it is possible to make it.

The number of routine tests carried out was 3,715, of whick
2,005 were from the clinic, 383 from other Public Health Insti
tions, 2zog from private practitioners, and 1,118 from institutions
other than those connected with the Department of Public Health

To the total number there must be added 211 tests in which
the material examined was cerebro-spinal fluid, and in such cases
a reinforced method is always employed so that the total o
Qualitative Wassermann Reactions conducted is 3,926 for 1933.

3. Special (Quantitative) Wassermann Tests.

The special quantitative Wassermann reaction, elaborated i
1925, continued in use during 1933 in order to control the treatmer
of cases attending the clinics.

It has proved extremely useful in determining the value @
treatment, in determining the progress of treatment, and in thi
f‘c'“““ ved observation of Wassermann-fast cases. The number ¢
investigations of that nature carried out during the year was 2 |
all but two being from the clinic, so that the grand total of Wasser
mann Reactions for the year under consideration was 4,179, |
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4. Examination of Cerebro-spinal Fluids,

-

During 1933 the complete investigation of cerebro-spinal fluids
from cases of suspected Neuro-syphilis was continued, the exami-
~nation in each instance being as complete as possible. In addition
to the ordinary Wassermann test and re-inforced Wassermann
test, a complete chemical and cytological examination was per-
formed, while the Lange. gold test was employed as a routine. Of
fthe 211 investigations, 11 were carried out on material from
patients at the clinic, and 5 from Maryfield Hospital, while the
rremainder of the specimens were sent by consultant physicians.

: (b) Control of Gonorrhoea.

; One is pleased to note that the interest in this disease is being
‘maintained, for the fact must not be lost sight of that Gonorrhoea
‘may be even a more serious malady than Syphilis.

t

f 1. Misroscopical examination of discharges for the diagnosis
; of, and control of treatment in Gonorrhoea.

- During 1933, 2,958 microscopical examinations of material for

the diagnosis and control of Gonorrhoea were carried out. These
are distributed thus :—

b Discharges, including urine

iL after prostatic massage.
From other Public Health Institutions, .... .. 123

I rom the Clinie, ..ot e 2,697

From Institutions other than those controlled
by the Public Health Department,

- From Private Practitioners,

2. Investigation of cases of Gonorrhoea by the Complement
Fixation Reaction.

From Institutions other than those controlled by the
Public Health Department,

§

- During 1933, 767 Complement Fixations Tests have been
 €arried out with a view to the control of treatment ofr diagnosis of
; rrhoea. They were distributed thus :—

i

!! Cigng L THCEL G e e 642
|l E From other Public Health Institutions, 79
|§ From Private Practitioners, ............ ... 15
i 1

|
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* IMPORTANT.—Please note that a negative swab result
does not exclude diphtheria. The laboratory findings pre-suppose
that the suspicious lesion has been touched with the swab—NOT
ALWAYS POSSIBLE IN CERTAIN TYPES OF DIPH-
THERIA, ESPECIALLY LARYNGEAL DIPHTHERIA,
CLINICALLY SUGGESTIVE cases should be treated without
awaiting result of swab. DELAY IS DANGEROUS."’

2. Virulence Test.

In two previous reports attention was called to recent observa-
tions on the bacteriology of diphtheria, which showed that the
micro-organism could be sub-divided into varieties according to its
behaviour in culture.

From the publications of Professor McLeod, F.R.S., and his
associates, it appeared that one of these varieties exerted a
peculiarly lethal action upon humans, and that cases infected with
this variety of the bacillus were less amenable to serum treatment
than were those in which the infecting bacillus was of another type.

In view of this, every case of diphtheria admitted to King’s
Cross Hospital during the greater part of 1932 and the whole of
1933, has been made the subject of very extended investigation.

This work has been carried out in the labsratory by Dr James
Murray, now lecturer in this department.

As Dr Murray’s observations will later be presented as a
thesis for the degree of Doctor of Medicine, they cannot be given
in extenso in this report. He has, however, kindly furnished the
following notes which make clear the nature of the investigation
which is being conducted by him.

During 1933, Dr Murray continued this investigation of
\diphtheria, and in the course of his work made an exhaustive
|examination of 158 different strains of diphtheria bacilli recovered
from cases in Dundee.

The examination of each strain involved a study of its cultural,
|fermentative and serological characters while, in addition, the
Ivirulence test was performed as a routine.

Q The ﬁndings are of some interest and may be set forth thus,
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In addition to these research observations, 24 routine tests
- have been carried out to determine the virulence of diphtheroid
bacilli present in pharyngeal secretions or ear discharges of con-
valescents and suspected carriers,

(b) Control of Enteric Fever.

During 1933, there was a definite outbreak of enteric fever
in the City, the majority of cases occurring in the four months
period July to October. This coincided with a long period of warm
weather, and it may have been associated with the consumption of
special articles of diet, or the partaking of meals under conditions
that resulted from the unusual climatic conditions,

One special foodstuff that fell under suspicion was shellfish—
notably periwinkles—but although indirect evidence in some cases

did suggest these as a probable infecting agent, direct evidence was
lacking,

In view of the importance of this Dr Leask, Assistant Medical
Officer of Health of the City, is now engaged in conducting a
research in the laboratory on the bacterial flora of these molluscs,
collected from different parts of the beach in the Tay estuary. It
is also proposed to obtain definite information concerning the sur-
vival in them of bacilli of the enteric group and also to determine

the conditions of cooking which will render them safe in this
regard.

1. Widal Reactions,

In all, 228 tests were carried out on 114 specimens of blood
from suspected cases of enteric fever. The duplicate test against

both typhoid and paratyphoid Beta continues to be employed as a
routine.

In 35 instances a positive result was obtained, 11 being from
cases of typhoid, and 24 from paratyphoid beta infections.

: The distribution of the cases in point of time was interesting,
being as follows :—

Typhoid Paratyphoid B,
january—-Mar-:h,

S ey 2 I
PRE-June, TN 4 2 I

b July—September, ... .. . . 4 18
October—Decem ber, 3 4

T1 24
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being taken to prevent further spread of the infection, but, in this
instance, the diagnosis may be made at a period when the infec-
tivity of the case is still minimal.

3- Examinations of Faeces, Urines, etc., from Enteric
Convalescents.

(1.) Faeces.

During 1933, 125 specimens of faeces from convalescents of
enteric fever or from possible carriers of the disease were examined,

the typhoid bacillus found in none, and bacillus paratyphosus beta
in 16.

(ii.) Urines.

During 1933, 84 specimens of urine from convalescents of
enteric fever were made the subject of cultural investigation. Of
these, 20 were positive, the infecting micro-organism in all being
bacillus paratyphosus beta.

None of these became chronic carriers, but the large per-
centage of positive findings is worthy of note, as patients with in-
fective urine are always a greater danger to others than are those
whose intestinal contents alone are infected. The reason for this

is that frequently less care is exercised in the disposal of urine than
of faeces.

Indeed, chronic urinary carriers are in a special sense a
menace to those around them, and one is glad to note that this is
now adequately appreciated.

(¢) Control of Tuberculosis.

_ 329 specimens of sputum were examined from cases in Dundee
during 1933, a figure showing no significant change from that of

Previous years. The percentage of positive findings was 169,
which is much the same as in previous years.

In addition to the investigations conducted on behalf of the
| City Health Authority to assist in the control of touberculosis,
Bumerous specimens of morbid material submitted from patients
in institutions are of such a nature that it is necessary to exclude
tuberculosis. During 1933, 328 such specimens have been investi-
| §ated, comprising :—

|
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(vi.) In 7 patients, examination by blood culture alone was

ccarried out, of which none gave growth of micro-organisms of any
kind.

(vii.) In 24 patients, examination of the uterine discharge
‘was made without blood culture being performed. In this series of
cases there were six of infection with streptococcus haemolyticus,
nine with streptococcus viridans, and the remaining nine gave no
growth of any variety of streptococcus.
|
|
)

These results may be summarised thus :—

Uterine Blood

. — T

Culture Culture
B PALEnts, - b ies. sonitteal et e 74 52
i Streptococcus haemolyticus, ........ .. 25 2
! Streptococens viridans, ................. 22 1
% Mo, streplotacer o e G, BT 49
:

L In addition, complete bacteriological examination of the urine
as

called for in six cases of puerperal sepsis, making the grand
total of such investigations 180,

-

.

LII.—SpECIAL INVESTIGATIONS.

v

- During 1933, 78 specimens of milk were examined to deter-
mine the degree of bacterial contamination, and the presence of
Qrgamsms of faecal origin. Included in this figure are 15 which
were specially examined for grading.

|

" The results of these examinations are as follows :—

}

: 1. Test for presence of B. Coli.

!r Coli test positive in .0o1 c.c. or less—unsatisfactory, ...... 11

|§. Coli test positive in .o1 c.c., negative in .001—doubtful,

[* Coli test positive in 0.1 c.c. , negative in .o1—good,

...... 14
m. Coli test positive in 1 c.c. , Negative in o.1—very good, ... 8
l% Coli test negative in 1 c.c.—excellent, ..................._ 40
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L1
Negative In I €0 v 650 per c.c.—August
Negative in 1 c.C. ......... 2,700 Per c.c.
Negative i T e/e) o000 32,000 per c.c.
Nepative in I cic. ......... 6,900 per c.c.—November
: Negative 1n 1 c.c. ......... 87,000 per c.c.
Posive I0 I € <ieer g,800 per c.c.
Positive in .01 c.c. ......... 3,900 per c.c.

It will be observed that in one instance the content of bacillus
coli was too high, although the total count of micro-organisms was
low—fourth specimen November, 1933. There was also one in-
-stance in which, although the content of colon bacilli was satisfac-

tory—Iless than 1 c.c.—the total count was somewhat high—second
specimen November, 1933.

(¢) Examination of Milk for the Presence of Tubercle
d Bacilli.
During 1933, 28 samples of milk were tested for the presence

jnf tubercle bacilli by the inoculation method. Of these two proved

‘to be tuberculous—a finding that is very similar to those of pre-
- VIOUS years.

(d) Examination of Milks for Tuberculosis under the

T Tuberculosis Order.

-

‘ During 1933, no specimens of milk, or tissue from the udder

Wwere investigated for the presence of tubercle bacilli under the
- Tuberculosis Order.

: (e) Food Poisoning.

During the year under consideration no extensive outbreak of
food poisoning occurred in Dundee. There were, however, two

"SI.IEPCL ted sporadic cases, and one of them proved to be that condi-
tion, the causal organism being the Aertrycke bacillus,

The source of this infection could not be traced and even the

| peccant article of diet remained undetermined.

_,__-__.,_.__..__

It is remarkable that this City escaped sporadic cases of this
condition during 1933 as, while the weather remained warm, a

tonsiderable number of small outbreaks occurred in other centres
‘of population in Scotland.
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(i) Amoebic Dysentery.

Only 1 case of suspected amoebic dysentery occurred in the
City ; complete investigation negatived this diagnosis.

(j) Bacillary Dysentery.

During 1933, as in previous years, cases of bacillary dysen-
tery, due to the mannite fermenting bacilli, have occurred in
‘Dundee, and as before, these have been regarded as ‘' food poison.

"' until laboratory investigation revealed the true character of
the illness.

In the year under consideration I am glad to report that no in-

In all, 77 examinations were carried out in cases of suspected
acillary dysentery during 1933. Of these, 71 were examination
faeces and 6 were agglutination tests with the serum of con-
valescents or contacts.

The cases may be categorised as follows :—

(a) Cases in which the infecting organism belonged to one
of the recognised serological subgroups of the mannite fermenting
dysentery bacilli.

(i.) Two cases in one family in which the causal organism
belonged to the Y subgroup of the Flexneroid bacilli,

(ii.) Three cases in one family in which the causal or-
ganism belonged to the Z subgroup.

(iii.) Five single sporadic cases, the infecting bacilli

being of the following types, V., Z., V.Y., N L WY T

(b) Cases in which the infecting organism had the morpho-
ogical, cultural and fermentative, characters of a Flexner bacillus

ut failed to react with any of the antisera to the various sub.
groups of the organism,

(1.) 3 in one family.
(ii.) 2 in another family,

(i1i.) 2 sporadic,
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(k) Variola Vaccinia Flocculation Reaction,

During 1933 no cases of smallpox occurred in the City, and
we were not called upon to perform this reaction.

[t may be noted, however, that the help of the laboratory has
been requested by other public health authorities to assist in the
investigation of doubtful cases of smallpox. Fortunately only
negative findings were obtained in cases from this part of the
country. Subsequent events proved the cases to have been Vari-
cella.

(1) Leptospirochaetosis.

There were no suspected cases of infection with leptospira
icterohaemorrhagiae during 1933.

(m) Blood Culture in Pyrexia of Unknown Origin.

During 1933 there has been a considerable increase in the
number of blood cultures that have been made to assist in the diag-
nosis of pyrexia of unknown origin. The value of the procedure
both from the standpoint of diagnosis and of prognosis is consider-
able. One is glad to note that it is being used more frequently.

In the period under consideration, in addition to examinations
for the specific organisms of enteric fever and of puerperal sepsis

the procedure of blood culture has been used to investigate 62 cases
of illness.

OFf these 38 failed to show the presence of bacteria in the
circulation, while the organisms present in those which proved
pPositive were as follows :—

V) SLrepEOOSE, .. ...ocviiie i i 14
(ii.) Pneumococci,

---------------------------

(11i.) Staphylococei,

(iv.) b. faecalis alkaligenes, ................. 3
(v.) b. typhosus,

.............................. |

| The last of them was interesting in that enteric fever was not
ISispected, the blood culture was made very early in the illness, and
IWhat was virtually a preclinical diagnosis was thus established,

|
|
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2. Investigation of two cases of suspected anthrax. One of
these proved to be negative and the other positive.

- 3. Three cases of suspected malaria were investigated during
1933-

Tl

4. Material from one case of poliomyelitis was examined,
5- Two cases of infection with the tapeworm taenia medio-
canellata were diagnosed.

6. A suspected case of intestinal myiasis proved of consider-
-i‘ able interest.
i 7- Intwo instances we were called upon to examine the throat
and nose of persons attending surgical patients. This was done
because of the occurrence of one or two cases of sepsis whose
‘origin could not be traced.

i 8. In several instances we were asked to determine the sero-

logical type of the pneumococcus responsible for pleuritis, pneu-
‘monia, etc.

It affords special pleasure to report that Dr Leask, Assistant
M.O.H. of the City, is now engaged in conducting research in this
department during his spare time.

The work of the laboratory on behalf of the Public Health
Authority of the City during 1933 has been very similar to that in
previous years, excepting 1931 and 1932, when, owing to the sur-
}'gey_nf market milk, the volume of work done w

as in excess of
average years.

It has been a very pleasant duty indeed to conduct the work
herein reported, and the success which has attended it

: is due in
‘0o small measure to th

! e ready, willing and helpful co-operation ol
the staff of the Public Health Department, and the hospitals and
\elinics attached thereto,

This co-operation does much to lighten the work, makes it
!:l_tnn: interesting, increases efficiency, and offers educational facili-
Iies to the department and its ancillary clinics,

|
I:

k
|
|
| |
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The detailed reports of the work, including those of the
Medical Officers in charge of the Special Clinics is appended.

Infantile Mortality.

('a] Number of deaths 304

(b) Rate per 1,000 births .. : 08

(c) For classification of deaths in age groups and causes of

death—See Table XII., in the Statistical section of the
Report.

304 deaths of children under one year were noted by the
Maternity Services Scheme, distributed as follows :—

ist 2nd 3rd 4th 1-3 3-6 H-9 9.12
week  week week week  months months months months Total
100 11 10 18 45 a7 41 22 304

Of these 111 were breast fed.
18 were partly breast fed.
23 were mixed feeding (breast and artificial feeding).
75 were artificially fed.
In 50 cases feeding was not commenced due to prematurity.
23 cases were not visited.

4 cases no particulars were obtained.

Regarding the feeding, the ages at which those infants
died were as follows : —

& 5 2 B¢
= = -~ = - 8 = - £ -8
mor- B T R R R S 28
SRLENE NG T S SRS N e
el (e g O b e Ce e
| Braas: % 14 g8 5 8 711 11
| Pastly Hreas: i i 0 1 4 5 0 i 2 18
|Mized . f 1 2 4 4 0 0 L 5 25
| Antificial . 18 i | iy ) 3 I 5
Totals it X3 18 18 2 4 11 is 35 227 50 23 ]

In 227 cases in which particulars were obtained, 54 mothers were
engaged in work outside their own homes ; and 223 were not thus
!angaged.
|
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CLASSIFICATION OF NOTIFICATIONS,
Attendance in relation to notification —

Total Percentage

cises of total

By whom Notified. Notified. Unnotified. Total. attended, births.
FDoctors ... 286 141 427 533 156.6
- Doctor and Midwife 163 — 163 161 4.6
Midwives ... 928 4 932 932 28.2
Mat. Ward D.R.I.... 1,561 2 1,563 1563 45.5
Maryfield Hospital 29 — 29 2 07
Clement Pk. Mat. Home 208 —_ 208 210 6.1
Parents ... 33 — 33 — —
Other Sources ... 73 — 73 et ——
Out of Town ok — 24 24 — —_
Found Dead —_ 1 1 1 -—

3,281 172 3,453 3,429
STILLBIRTHS

171 stillbirths were notified during 1933,

20 of these occurred in the practice of Midwives which were
classified as follows :—

Macerated Complicated Congenital Unclass-

Foetus Labour Deformities ified Taotal
Full time Infants 6 7 1 1 15
Premature Infants 4 =3 1 £ 5

Maternal Mortality,

fa) Number of deaths resulting from miscarriage
or childbirth .. o atiztds gl 25

(b) Number of deaths resulting from Puerperal Sepsis 9

During 1933 an inquiry was made into 48 deaths of women
occurring in childbirth or within 28 days after, or later if illness
eriginated during pregnancy, childbirth or puerperium. 14 of the
\above deaths occurred in women whose homes were outwith the
' Dundee Boundary, but who had been brought into the City for
\Hospital treatment of complications arising during Pregnancy,
\Parturition or Puerperium, and the information regarding these
Cases was sent to the Medical Officers of the districts to which they
belonged.

|
i
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Probably Sudden Heart Failure ; Endocarditis

and Myocarditis (indefinite) ... 1
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 1
Acute Pulmonary Tuberculosis ... 1
Septic Meningitis (undelivered) ... il =l

— 14
() Causes of Death associated with Pregnancy but not with
Parturition : —

Hyperemesis Gravidarum b i
Hyperemesis Gravidarum : Myncardms gl

. M Nl M~ Nt s

Repnrt Under Midwives (Scotland), Act, 1915.

The following is a list of Midwives who, during January,
1933, intimated their intention to practise Midwifery in the
City of Dundee.

I — ww.p-n
i
[ 2]

¢ NAME and ADDRESS. C.M.B. Reg. No. REMARKS.

j Arnott, Miss Jean—36 Dundonald Street . 1,182 Bona fide,
ﬂngus, Mrs. Clementina—86 King St., R 3,057 Bona fide.

~ Anderson, Mrs [sabella D. —197 Princes Strest ., 2,863 Trained.

“;:An:trew.'., Miss Dora B.—+ Boyd Place, Broughty l'err}r 8,253 Trained.

- Bowman, Mrs. Jessie—10 Hilltown T 4,958 Trained.
Bojlﬂ Miss Agnes F.—138 Hilltown ", 8,994 Trained.

~ Brodie, Miss Chrissie,—Craigie Nursing Ilm:ne, 7,947 Trained.

2 Cartmill, Mrs. Ann—11 Gardner Street ... S 3,373 Bona fide.
» Craig, Mrs Margaret—10 Albert Street . : 6,994 Trained.

""D-:':-b!'.nn Mrs Rachel H.—Elmndge, 6 Glamis Drive 4,423 Trained.
UuEus. Miss Mary C.—34 Victoria Street ... 2,567 Trained.
Gonk, Miss Margaret R.—10 Tofthill, Lochee ... 6,221 Trained.
ananﬂ, Miss Eliza—2 Erskine Street 2L i 5,025 Trained.

;Gtmn, Mrs. Sarah—9 Corso Street ... 5,404 Trained.
King, Mrs Ellen—-53!4 Perth Road.. 735 Trained.
Lowe, Mrs. Jane R.—2 Brown Street ... 432 Trained.

Low, Mrs Helen—44 Ann Street ... p 5,186 Trained.
MISBDH. Mrs. Jane—3 Tayview Buﬂdmgs, B.F. 3.122 Bona fide.
:-Neﬂl Miss Jane Y.—12 Brown Constable St. 7. 434 Trained.
Ramsay. Mrs Ann C.—281 Hilltown 733 Trained.

‘Rickard, Mrs Helen—125 Perth Road ... ... 6,453 Trained.
Smith, Mrs. Jamesina—73 Church Street 1,553 Bona fide.

2'_:5h=ﬂﬂ: Miss Jean—77 Albert Street, c/o Macklin ¥, 713 Trained.

' son, Mrs Mary—16 Fleming Gardens, 5. ... 10,225 Trained.
Tulloch, Mrs. Isabella—20 Corso Street . X 6,231 Trained.
.'.Elteman Miss Ethel-——Clement Park “a.tt*rnll:}' Home

; (S.A.H.), Lochee© ... 8,643 Trained.
| BDerbyshire, Miss Ellen C. do. 8,255 Trained.

“Martin, Miss Violet A, M. do. 9.999 Trained.
ipﬂ:l. Miss Sarah E, do. 9.142 Trained.

= (1) In January, 1933, 29 Midwives notified their intention to
practise Midwifery in Dundee. During the year 2 Midwives gave
_notice of their intention to practise in Dundee. One Midwife died
during the year, and one left town.
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Ante-Natal Consultations.

1. Central A.N. Clinic,

REPORT BY MARGARET FAIRLIE, M.B., Ch.B.

1 Weekly Session of 2 Hours.

(a) Total number of Expectant Mothers attending

(b) Total number of attendances

{c) Classified summary of conditions found :—New Cases, 374.

Advice only
Not Pregnant

Conditions due to Pregnancy
Ante-Partum Haemorrhage
Albuminuria ...

Oedema

Hydramnios

Vomiting
Threatened Abortion. ..
Menorrhagia :
Dysmenorrhoea and Sterility

Conditions aggravated by Pregnancy ...

Discharge
Varix

Conditions complicating Pregnancy ...

Contracted Pelvis
Malpresentations
Syphilis
Various

(d) Number of Cases :—

(1) Referred to Ante-natal Ward
(2) Referred to Family Doctor
(3) Treated at Clinic

Post-Natal and Other Consultations.

Post-Natal
Not Pregnant

New Cases,

452
799
324
4
o i8
2
8
i
Z
1
2
1
|
i 8
7
1
20
4
i1
1
4
Re-visits,
10
2
413
425
46
Q
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(d) Number of Cases :—

New Cases. Re-visits,

(1) Referred to Ante-Natal Ward ... i 6
(2) Referred to Family Doctor 0 0
(3) Treated at Clinic T 125

1 Post-Natal Mother attended and received treatment at the Clinic,

Child Welfare Consultations.

Eight weekly sessions of 2 'z hours each were held in Dundee and
Broughty Ferry, with five weekly sessions in Dundee and two in

Lochee for special Ultra Violet Light treatment.

Cases. Attendances.
(1) Under 1 year of age 1408 14,545
(2) Over 1 year of age 1107 18,050
(8) Mothers—A.N. 2 5
P.N. 27 111
2544 32,711

Diseases recorded on admission to the Clinics : —

(1) Children under 1 year of age.

Of the 1,125 children under 1 year of age attending the 6 clinics,
138 (12.269%,) showed no disease or congenital defect. The remaining

987 showed 2,244 diseases or defects, classified as follows :—

Diseases of the Digestive System e

Diseases of the Respiratory System

Diseases of Nutrition :—
Rickets 4
Other disorders of Nutrition 19

Diseases of the Skin

Diseases of the Nervous System
Diseases of the Eye »
Diseases of the Ear, Nose and Throat ...
Congenital Defects

Surgical Conditions

Various

142
273

435
16
40

2244
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(2) Children—(77). _ ;
Dental Caries, 38 ; Alveolar Abscess, 28 ; Tartar, 2:
Periodontitis, 1; Gingivitis, 1 ; Secondary Dentine, 1 :
Stains on the Teeth, 2 : Fractured Tooth, 1; Defective
Enamel, 2 ; Early Eruption, 1.

(3) Babies—(1).

Defective Calcification.

(¢) Number of Dentures supplied, 3
(d) Gross cost of Dentures supplied ... . £10 0s oOd
Sums recovered from patients ws okl 168 0d

(For Dentures supplied previously).
(e) Classified summary of treatment carried out

Advice, 24 ; Extractions (temporary) 13 : (permanent)
170 ;  Fillings (temporary) 47 : (permanent) 6 ;
Treatment of Alveolar Abscess, 51 : Dressings, 54 ;
Acorite and Iodine treatment, 17 - Special gum treat-
ment, 3 ; Brushing and Scaling, 26 Impressions for
Dentures, 4 ; Repairs to Dentures, 2. :

i - B. V.D. Clinic,

1
B

Report by Dora W. Gerrard, M.B., Ch.B.. D P.H

Owing to the small number of genuine V.D. cases attending, this
clinic was discontinued after July, 1933.

Classified summary of conditions :—

NEW (CASES. ATTENDANCES.
5 u , uE
g EE g a BE
i Eal e 8y 4 & B u¥
E : %7 PLd - Z & B e d
| &8 £ gb& g B & b --E;} i
. EE:EEE:-.E S 6 =H =85 8
| Babies ... —— — I3 13 — — — .39 39
ildren —_—— — 2 2 — 28 3 16 47
| Mothers, A N ... — 2 — 2 4 68 17 — 35 53
1 Bles e — — 8 0% _— 280 10 93 383
0 2 0 28 98 8 325 13 183 B27
Classified according to age and sex :—
MALES. FEMALES.
uE J -
§ 4 £ § . i
i = g u:i..,; T o Inug
=k B B 2 E e AT § o
- " - 5 U = B a8 X w B Y L.
E 5§84 28 ¢ REE N
L rh o }FE:E.I_" — — — . | e
-5 years - | 1 = A, €L
B8-15 years 1 1 - — —
15-25 vears —_— = [ 2 3
% years and over - = = —W T e
' Oif0 0 49 0 0 2 0 17 1Ip







149

Day Nurseries.

(a) Number of attendances :—

(1) Under 1 year of age v 2340
(2) Over 1 year of age ... 10,676

(b] Charges made :—
4s. 6d. for 5% day week for each child, with a reduction
of Is. in the case of 2 members of 1 family, and 2s.
a week if 3 members of the same family are attending

at the same time.

Food and Milk,
Number of applications made for food and milk :—

Total applications 790

Applications granted . . 557

Applications disallowed 233
Number of cases who received free food or milk :—

(1) Mothers 34

(2) Children 514

All these cases were certified on medical grounds as requiring
extra food or milk, and all were in necessitous circumstances.

The gross cost of the food supplied was £1368 10s. 3d.

The following milk substitutes were sold at cost price at
the Clinics :—Ostermilk 276 tins ; Allen & Hanbury’s 3
tins ; Benger’'s 1 tin. Total—280 tins—£22 7s. 10d.

Puerperal Sepsis (29 Cases)

P

]
= 3 3
O
| 9@ = =5 =g #&
ho % ol = e Bl BB
E = [-» - =t 0 A - =]
Dioctors ... PENRL A | | 8] | B 1
Midwives 5 E 2 3 1 2
Doctor & Midwife AT 2
Maternity Ward- |
[n-patient ... | 15 3 4 9 5 4
Out-patient... | 3 .. 5 5 S 1
Maternity Home T
Nursing Home |l ST | |
Maryfield
Hospital
Registrar's
Returns

Totals | B 9 20 28 1 21 8












Number of cases of Puerperal Fever and Puerperal Pyrexia
where the Local Authority provided Assi-tance on the
request of the Medical Practitioners for :—

(i) Consultant Service 3
(i) Bacteriological Examinations ... —
(iii) Skilled Nursing at Home —
(iv) Hospital Treatment . 64

Notifications were sent promptly ; and, in the majority of cases
the opportunity of removal to Hospital for treatment was
taken advantage of immediately.

- Ophthalmia Neonatorum,

! :
|

1

!
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] ' w |3 Mat. Hosp, | o .| | g
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bywhmu notified... | 11 6| 4 13 — | — | 14 2| — | 53
i |
?y whom attended | & 19— 9 18 - 2| — | —|— 1|53
Total No. of Births | e |
é attended in 1933 i 533' 932 161 1563 29 210 | — | — 1 3429
i 18 Type of Case Result
{ 3 e
Treatedin = & | 3 sr| o |53 .
Institutions 2 | T e : il e 6| | "
: T g E | Severe | Mild | 228 | Bx (v o I - B I
3 a ;ﬁ ga . E =l % = 0 é
i g's Cross H. ‘IU‘I |
field H. — 15 38 - LR (R a3 — | — ] 3| 50 | 414
Uundee R. In. 5[ |

-1 case of severe type was attended at birth by Maternity Staff.

- Smears were taken in 42 cases. In one the result was positive
for gonocoeci ; 7 were suspicious ; and 34 were negative.

i :
- In 11 cases smears were not taken from the eyes, as 7 were in
hospital ; in 2 the eyes were clear at first visit : one was not visited
‘and one refused.

:

In no case was there any appreciable loss of vision.
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With reference to feeding, the ages at which these infants died
were as follows :

1at 2nd Jrd deh Sth Gith Tth Bih  9-12
Mnth. Mnth. Mnth. Mnth. Mnth. Math, Moth. Mnth. Mnth. TiI. N.V.

Hreast 1 1 1 | 2 0 0 1 1 8
Partly Breast 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 2
Mixed 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 3
Artificial ... 1 1 | 0 1] 2 | 0 4 10
Totals 3 T R et B At g .k 235 2

Of the 23 deaths from infantile diarrhoea in which particulars
were obtained : —

5 occurred in houses of one room, in which there were 17 occupants.

15 occurred in houses of two rooms, in which there were 83
occupants.

I occurred in a house of three rooms, in which there were &
occupants.

I occurred in a house of four rooms, in which there were 5
occupants.

1 occurred in lodgings.

The family history showed that in these families : —
63 were still alive.

38 had died, of which 30 had died in the first year of life.

3 mothers had worked outside their own homes : and
20 were not thus employed.

Educational.

In addition to the usual lectures given to the probationers at
the Day Nurseries, in preparation for the examination for the
Certificate of the National Society of Day Nurseries, one lecture
Was given to Midwives by Professor McGibbon, and a lecture on

Teeth was given to the clinic mothers by one of the lecturers of
the Dundee Dental Health Association.

Sewing Classes were held at three of the Centres. 62 classes were
held, each session lasting about two hours. There were 58 mothers
enrolled and 212 garments were made or altered.
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PRE-SCHOOL AND SCHOOL MEDICAL
SERVICES.

REPORT BY Dr. A. E. KIDD,
Chief School Medical Officer.

DuNDEE,
August, 1934.

I HAVE the honour to submit for information a report on the work
of the Medical Department (Pre School and School Medical
Services) for the year ending 31st July, 1934.

Number of schools under inspection ... 43

Average number of children on roll for the past session ... 29,617

Percentage of average attendance for the whole year = . 90
Staff,

During the past session the following changes in the staff have
taken place :—

Nurse Tulloch resigned her post as Health Visitor and was
succeeded by Nurse Rattray who assumed duty on 15th May, 1934,
after having completed the Health Visitor's Course of Instruction
in Edinburgh.

Dr Darwent resigned in April, 1934, and has been succeeded on
the staff by Dr Imrie, who has taken over the duties of the section

formerly controlled by Dr Darwent.

Summary of Year's Work.

Attendance at Treatment Clinic ... 06,137
Examinations for Attendance Certificates N 28ToR
Routine Examinations in Schools AonE Al
Special Examinations in Schools SR i
Examination as to ** Fitness '’ for Employment ... e 1,208
Nurses' Visits to Schools w902
Doctors’ Visits to Schools i L B03
Attendance at Cleansing Station v ... 4,038

Children inspected before going to Holiday Homes .. .. 1,198
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Sickness among members of the staff has curtailed the number
of visits paid, but every member of the staff has ungrudgingly
toiled to keep the work up to date.

Supervision of Infectious Disease.

- During the past session Scarlet Fever and Measles have caused a
large amount of non-attendance at school.

3479 certificates for exclusion from school on account of
infectious disease were issued during the past session.

The following table gives the incidence, month by month, of
reported cases of infectious disease, in addition to showing the
numbers notified in the age groups of (1) Under one year, (2) I-5
years, and 3 from 5-15 years. : —

Scarlet Whooping Other
i Fever. Diptheria.  Measles., Cough. Mumps. Prnesmonia. Disenses,

A e ek it o SR

5EﬁDJEn;E:J35H":EE:~"“E
1933
August SR - RS R BT U RS | L |
pember 1 80 172 0 40 14 — 1 6 L T 2 — — 5 4 i 40 — { —
putobes. ... 1 133 281 1 919 — =~ 4 2 I — — 10165 8B — — 4
ilmhu-lu521uzmzz—_—~?1|—-42551|4i1I
-_Ilmhc:l?tl-Hlnlﬂ—l11319——3253213—2—
1934
lmnq,..smia?lism&j2535:3_-1419?73101
February 1 65 B 11 I — — 2 513 36 L — 6 B 12 1 - § 1
M...-i?ﬁlfﬁ--llﬂ—-—ﬁﬂ&i!ﬁﬁ—-—!i?MI?i——
L .. 22— DM 3 N 4 B4 — e 9 WA =
lla.y.._ils:te:ﬁmui:rmﬁn-t-&-in41212341
June 6 9 N— B15BI1LIB 3 82 — . 7 447 W — 4 3
July =~ 8 H—=""5 9 M8 6. F 7 — <. 2= 28 44 4 1 1%

'
Cleansing Station,

There have been 4038 attendances at the Cleansing Station
during the past year. It is evident that the facilities offered by this
institution are not generally known, as otherwise more opportunities
would be taken to use the institution and so remove at once an
undesirable bodily condition.

Presence of Parents at Inspection,

During the past year 6547 parents have attended the inspections
of their children. The School Medical Staff would welcome an
increase in the number of parents attending inspections as, if the

nt be not present and the inspecting medical officer discovers
some defect, instead of the parent having the defect explained there
and then, the Health Visitor has to make a special visit to inform
the parent of the defect and deliver any message sent by the doctor,
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As regards the prevalence of nits in the hair in girls one must not
forget that the fashion of short hair is dying out. The hair is now
‘being worn much longer, and we are back to the old trouble of the
‘necessity of frequent inspections at irregular intervals in order to
combat this evil. [f we could get the older girls to take a greater
pride in their personal cleanliness instead of hiding the fact that
they have allowed their hair to become infected, we would go a long
way to solve this ever present problem Owing to sickness among
the nursing staff during the past session there was not so much
time available for visiting in regard to this defect, but with a full
staff one looks forward in the next session to a better condition of

things.

As long as we have with us.the careless and apathetic parents, the
careful parents will have the possibility of infection of their children.
It is in the careful household that infection is often unsuspected and
‘only recognised when the condition is marked, thereafter causing
weeks of patient attention from the mother,

Cleanliness of Body.

Boys and
Boys. % |(Girls. 9% (Gids, 9
Number ex mined ... 4,366 . — 4175 —. 8541 —
Vermin 9 — 7T — 16 —
" Verminmarked .. 169 4 155 4 324 4
R Clean e .. 4225 07 4145 99 8370 99

Percentage for 1924-25. Percentage for 1929-30.

Boys and Girls—Vermin 1 -_—
Vermin marked 6 i

The practice of “dressing up’ the children for Medical Inspection
still continues, although not to the same extent. When one compares
the figures of vermin marked as against vermin noted, one cannot
but suspect that certain children have had extensive preparation
for what some parents regard as an unneccessary ordeal,
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During the past session cases reported by headmasters as requir-
ing feeding have been inspected by the medical staff as to their
suitability for inclusion in the lists of those requiring extra
nourishment

~ Owing to the kindness of a lady in the City, a supply of T.T.
Milk has been sent to the Infant Department of a school for the
past six months Tt is interestinz to report the following remarks
by the doctor who examined the children at the end of the session :

*“ The first infant class have been receiving a cup of milk daily
from February, 1934. On examination these children were all
found satisfactory as regards weight, and were firmer and
healthier than the children who usually enter school.”

Teeth.
Boys and
Boys. 9% Girls. 9 Girls. 9
Number examined ... 4,366 — 4,176 — B8,4641 —
. Perfect G Vg BN - B sl dgpaete g
Sound ik T34 17 650 16 1,384 16
1-4 decayed .., ... 2454 56 2402 57 4,856 57
5 or more decayed ... 964 22 912 22 1876 22
Oral sepsis ... 215 & 195 5 410 5
}
Nose and Throat.
Number examined ... 4368 — 4,176 — Bp541 —
Nose—-
Catarrth ... 378 9 326 3 704 8
Obstruction e 20 - 26 1 46
Other diseases .. 28 1 29 ] 50 1
Throat—
‘a) Tonsils—

Slightly enlarged 689 16 690 17 1,379 16
Much enlarged 174 4 151 4 325 4

(6) Adenoids—
Probably present 190 4 166 4 356 4
Present 40 1 30 1 70
Other diseases 30 1 20 — a0 1






Boys and
Boys. %  Girls. 9% Girs. 9
Number examined ... 3,008 — 2019 . — 5927 —
3 v 2,367 T9 2,181 75 4548 76
6/9-6/12 384 13 471 16 865 15
6/18 or worse 247 8 267 9 514 9
Percentage Percentage
for 1924-25. for 1929.30.
IBoys and Girls—6/6 ... 68 80
6/9-6/12 20 12
6/18 or worse ... 12 8
Ears.
Number examined ... 4366 — 4176 — 85841 —
Ottorrhoea ... 46 1 35 1 81 1
Wax ... 144 3 110 3 254 3
Other diseases HO= Tisnims 13 —
Hearing.
Number examined ... 4,366 — 4175 — 8,641 —
Somewhat deaf 46 1 35 1 81 1
Markedly deaf — - 2 — 2 —
\Speech.
Number examined ... 4,366 — 4,175 — 856541 —
Defective articulation 54 1 3l 1 85 1
Stammer ... 25 1 11 — 36 —
IRetarded Condition.
Number examined ... 4,366 — 4,175 — 3,641 —
“ Retarded ” 11 — 10 — A S
Heart and Circulation.
Number examined ... 4,366 — -4 176 — B4l —
Organic—
Congenital s 6 — 4 — 10 —
Acquired ... 16 — 30 1 46 1
Functional ... 41 1 ¢5 2 106 1
Anaemia i o 438 10 390 o 828 10
Percentage for 1924.25, Percentage for 1920.30.

Poys and girls—Anaemia i o 6 f
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Rickets.
Boys.
Number examined ... 4,366
SHEtE =0 s e U
Marked 33

Boys and Girls—Slight .
Marked

OTHER DISEASES 68

Result.
Number examined ... 4,366
' Fit - e 3,890

Defective (excluding
verminous cases) ... 476

Boys and Girls—Fit
Defective

Special Schools and Classes.
(1) Fasrmuir Special School.

— | 3%

89

11

Physically Defective Children—

On roll, July, 1933 ...
Admitted ...
Left
On roll, July, 1934 ...

(2) Fairmuir Special School

““ Retarded "’ Children—

On roll, July, 1933 ...
Admitted ...
Left
On roll, July, 1934 ...

Boys and
Giels, % Gigls: 9%
4176 — 8541 —
83 2 248 3
14 — 47 1
Percentage Percentage
for 1924.25. for 1929.30.
2 2
3 TH
33 1 101 1
4176 — 8541 —
3,681 88 7571 89
494 12 976 11
Percentage Percentage
for 1924-25. for 1929-30°
91 92
9 8
Boys.  Girls.
125 106
60 41
48 50
137 06
63 39
13 6
16 10
60 36

- Again the accommodation in this school has been utilised to its
fullest extent, Thanks to the district scheme the Health Visitors
Quickly get in touch with any family in which there is a defective
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(3) Blind Institution School.
Blind and Partially Blind Children.
“ Educationally " Blind—

Boys.  Girls.

On roll, July, 1933 ... 16 15
Admitted ... 8 5

Left ... ] 1

On roll, July, 1934 ... 19 19
Other Cases—

On roll, July, 1933 ... 16 B
Admitted ... 2 1
Left 2 1

On roll, July, 1934 ... 16 8

(4) Dudhope Tervace School.

Deaf and Deaf Mute Children—

On roll, July, 1933 ... 40 26
Admitted ... 3 i
Left 6 4

On roll, July, 1934 ... 37 29

(5) Sidlaw School, Auchlerhouse Sanatorium.

Children undergoing Sanatorium treatment.

On roll, July, 1933 ... 12 13
Admitted ... 34 24
Left ... 33 25
On roll, July, 1934 ... 13 12

Arrangements for Physical Training.

During the past session the work of this department has gone
on quietly and cffectively. We have to thank Mr Forbes and the
whole of his staff for their hearty co operation in our work,

Special cases noted in the course of routine inspection are brought
to the notice of the Physical Instructors in order that such cases
may have special attention paid to them in the way of corrective
remedial or breathing exercises,

In one school a special examination was made of every boy or
girl before they took up organised games—this examination brought
to light several interesting points—some of the children required
special remedial exercises, some had such small chest movement
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(3) Ferry Road Clinic.

Ears ... 838
General o 4,036
5,934

Cases sent by Headmaster ... 783
Return Cases ... 452

(4) Lockee Clinic.

Eves 2,431
Ears 1,621
(zeneral 5,064
8,416

Cases sent by Headmasters ... e 1,903
Return Cases ... P

(3) Isles’ Lane Clinic.

Eyes ... -.. 1,268
Ears ... ACTOR [ 2|
General ... b,0b39
7,918

Cases sent by Headmaster. .... v 1,154
Return Cases ... 726

(6) “ Sun” Clinics at Nelson Street
and Lochee Clinie.

Boys Girls Boys and
Girls.
Attendances - - 1808 2,400 4,208
Total 2.5 attendances 389 524 913
Over 5 attendances 1,419 1,876 3,205

Each course of treatment consists of 36 exposures, Commencing
with short exposures, the effect on the child is noted and the
exposures lengthened at such times as are considered to be benefi.
cial to the child, and during the whole course the child is examined
at intervals.
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but intimation of this is given to the Headmaster, and no child is
in attendance at school and clinie without having a card given them
stating the time when they are required to attend for treatment,

Children and Young Persons (Scotland) Act, 1932.

The coming into force of the *“ Bye Laws regarding the Employ-
ment of Children” has increased the work of this department.
Before a child can undertake such work as is permitted by these
bye-laws, a certificate of fitness must be obtained. This certificate
is signed by the headmaster of the school, who states whether or
not in his opinion the child may or may not without detriment to
its general education engage in the proposed occupation This
certificate is also signed by one of the doctors on the staff who
states, after a physical examination, as to the fitness or otherwise
of the child to carry out the proposed employment. These
certificates are then forwarded to the Town Clerk and in cases where
the Corporation are satisfied the necessary permit is then issued.

Cases which are under consideration as to admission to an
approved school are also examined

1,032 boys and 261 girls were examined.

97 boys and 19 girls were refused as unfit for employment, some
on account of age and some on account of ill health.

Summary of Attendance Certificates Granted at Clinics.
Total number of certificates issued ... .. 17,041

() Unfit to attend school—

Four  Three Two One
Weeks. Weeks. Weeks. Week.

Clinic cases ... 5 14 131 1,942
Non-clinic cases ... 222 129 1,378 2772
Total Clinic cases e 2,002
Total Non-Clinic Cases 4,198
— 6,500
(b) Fit to attend School.
Clinic cases ... s LB/BE2
Non-Clinic cases 5,009

— 10,451

——

Total e 17041
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EAR, NOSE, AND THROAT DEPARTMENT.

1933-1934.
New Cases seen 365
Diseases of the Ear—
A.OMS. 16
C.OMS. ... 29
External Otitis 13
Mastoid ...
Inflation ...
Paracentesis
Conservative Treatment 66

Diseases of Nose and Throat—

Nasal Cattarrh 8
Sinus Nasal Suppuration

Other Nasal Conditions 35
Glandular Pharyngitis 2

Operative Treatment—

Tonsils and Adenoids 263
Mastoids ... 2
Septum ... 4
Polypus ... 1
Old Patients examined 204
Negative examinanions 41
Total number of cases examined 559
Average number of cases examined daily ... 13

(Signed) M. ]J. GIBSON,
M.B., F.RCS.E,






179
Holiday Homes.

Holiday Homes we have to thank all those who give so freely of
their time in the organisation of these most admirable institutions.

Without these Holiday Homes the children of the City would fare
ill, as it is only by the opportunity of having a fortnight in the

country that many a child is able to hold on during the winter

On behalf of 1198 children who went to one or other of the
months.

Auchterhouse Holiday Home (Dundee Invalid Aid Society).

St. Leonard’s Home, St. Andrews,
The Armitstead Home, Barnhill.

Comerton Home, Newport.

Marfield Home, Rattray, Blairgowrie, (Dundee Social Union),
have all taken children from the City, and we wish to record the
thanks of these 1,198 children for kindness and care which was

xpended upon them during their stay in these homes.
i “‘Seeing is believing "’ and one certainly has to see children before

d after a holiday to really understand the good that is done
these homes

.
f Again the Pearson Picnics to Tayport gave delight and a day in

‘the open air to many a child.
i

“Toc H” continues its excellent work among retarded boys—In
‘addition to the picnic which is arranged for these lads annually,
this year the members of Toc H have arranged a series of educational
visits on Saturdays. Business establishments, workshops, steam-
ships etc., have all been visited and the working arrangements
Wwere explained to the boys.

The Rotary Club picnic to Cripple and Invalid Children provides

ach year a pleasant and healthful outing to some 70 of these
children,

i
i
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VETERINARY INSPECTION.

RFPORT By Mr HUGH FERRIER. M.R.C.V.S,,
Veterinary Surgeon.

(1) Conditions and Cleanliness of Cattle.

The general conditions and cleanliness of the cattle were very
satisfactory.

(a) The quality of Hay, Straw and Turnips has been excep-
tionally good throughout the year.

(b) Number of diseased cows found totalled 13, all suffering
from Tuberculosis.

(c¢) Disposal of milk from diseased cows :—Either destroyed
or thoroughly boiled before being given to any other
animals,

(2) Inspection of Cattle.

Annual
Average Number of Frequency
Number of Cows  Cows Inspected of Inspection
(a) Registered Dairies, ... 594 3,328 Every Two
(b) Exempted Premises, ... 19 11 Months

(3) Bovine Tuberculosis,

' (a) Total number of cows found Tuberculous on clinical
examination and slaughtered under the T.B,
Crder aberass. il i it S b e 2

(b) Total number of cows found Tuberculous after
tuberculin test, and slaughtered under the T.B.
Order of 1925, ........... e A e R A e ¥ 11

(c) Total number of cows to which the tuberculin test
was applied under Section 22 of the Milk and
Dairies (Scotland) Act, 1914, was 28, all of which
passed the test,
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Meat Inspection at Slaughter-Houses and Dead Meat Market,

During the year 54,682 carcases were inspected,

‘The number of cases of Tuberculosis detected during the year
was 2,642, an increase of 295 cases as compared with 1932.  Of the
‘aforesaid number 893 were cows, an increase of 149 as compared
‘with 1g32.

B e S gt Ty il T -

' The total amount of meat seized under this head during the

year was 189,943 pounds, an increase of 14,569 pounds as com-
‘pared with 1932.

The number of carcases wholly or partially condemned for

luberculosis during each year for the last five years were as
:fullﬂws —

?.t'l:ﬂ.n Bulls Bullocks Heifers Cows  Calves Sheep Pigs  Total

1929 168 1,198 31 609 2 92 2,169
1930 156 1,186 91 678 1 60 2,031
1931 190 1,239 16 618 88 2,151
1932 263 1,223 22 746 1 92 2,347
1933 236 1,399 17 895 2 93 2,642

Other Diseases.

The detections under this head during the year amounted to

1,505, a decrease of 28 cases as compared with 1932. The total

amount of meat seized being 35,763 pounds, a decrease of 5,689
pounds as compared with 1932.

Animals Slaughtered at Public Slaughter-Houses.

The number of detections of disease during the process of

slaughter for the year was 7,652, an increase of 385 cases as com-
pared with 1932.

- Carcases Dressed and Undressed Brought into the Slaughter-
' Houses.

The number of detections of disease in ¢ onsigned carcases dur-
mg the year was 178, a decrease of 64 cases as compared with
1932,

Cattle, Sheep and Pig Organs.

During the year 17,375 cattle, sheep and pig organs were
seized and condemned as compared with 16,480 du

ring 1932, an
increase of Bgs organs for the vear.
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During the year three cows and one heifer were seized in the
- Cattle Market with the owners’ consent as suspicious animals and
~ sent to the Slaughter-House to be slaughtered.

i Throughout the vear licences were eranted for the movement
of 8 Irish cows sold in the Cattle Market.

; Anthrax,

'

There were no cases of this disease during the year.

Swine Fever,

There were no cases of this disease during the year. Two

- visits were made to pigs suspected of Swine Fever, and reported

same to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, but found later
 that the feeding was too strong, and that there was no fever.

One visit was made to 30 pigs which showed no symptoms of
: contagious disease.

Parasitic Mange.

During the year five visits were made to a horse infected with
Parasitic Mange. It was reported to the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries. A Restriction of Movement Notice was served on
the owner preventing the horse from working, and thus coming in

‘contact with other horses. This notice is still in force.

Foot and Mouth Disease,

There has been no outbreak of this disease in the City during
the year.

Importation of Animals Act, 1922,

Under this Order 1,475 Irish and Canadian Cattle were ad.
mitted into the City accompanied by licence, necessitating 137 visits
of inspection, an increase of 196 imported cattle as compared with
1932.

Transit of Animals Order (1927) and Amendment Order of 1931.

Under this Order all railway trucks and road vehicles whether
mechanically propelled or horse-driven, used for the conveyance of
live stock to a market must be washed, scrubbed, thoroughly
cleansed, and thereafter disinfected before leaving the market and
before any other animal, or any fodder or litter, or any other thing
intended to be used for or about animals is placed in it, provided
the Local Authority have such washing facilities or have caused
such facilities to be erected.
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SANITARY DEPARTMENT,
WEesT BELL STREET,

DunbEg, 15t Mav, 1934.

To the Honourable—
The Department of Health for Scotland ; and
the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Councillors—
the Local Authority of the City of Dundee,

(GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit my Annual Report showing
the work of the Sanitary Department during the year 1933. The
Report has been prepared in accordance with the circular of the
Department of Health for Scotland dated 23rd December, 1933,

namely :—

A.—GENERAL SANITATION,

1.—Water Supplies—quality and sufficiency.
2.—Drainage System—efiiciency.

3.—Sewage Purification and Disposal — methods and
efficiency.

4.—Scavenging—methods and efficiency—disposal of refuse.

5.-—Sanitary Conveniences, etc., used in common—Include a
statement as to the number of (a) water-closets ;
(b) dry closets; (c) privy-middens ; and (d) ashpits
m use, shewing for each separately the number
Serving 2, 3, 4, and 5 or more tenants respectively.
Show also the number of houses without inside witer
supply and sink.

6.—Rivers Pollution — presence or absence, nature and
sources,

7-—Offensive Trades—action taken,

B.—(a) Schools: (b) Workshops; (¢) Factories; (d) Com-
mon  Lodging-Houses: and (¢) Burial Grounds—
sanitary condition,

9.—Miscellaneous—anv other sanitary matters calling for
comment.
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2.—Meat—Administration of sections 33 and 43 of the Public
Health (Scotland) Act, 1897, the Public Health (Meat)
Regulations (Scotland), 1932, and the Public Health
(Preservatives, Etc., in Food) Regulations. State the
names and addresses of new slaughter-houses opener
and old slaughter-houses closed during the year.

3.—Miscellaneous—Administration of other Acts, Orders and
Regulations governing the supervision of the food supply,
e.g., the Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act, 1928, the
Imported Food Regulations, and the Public Health (Pre-
servatives, Etc., in Food) Regulations. Include refer-
ence to the sanitary condition of premises where foods
are manufactured, prepared, stored, or exposed for sale
for human consumption.

Introductory.

! The year 1933 can well be termed ““ The Year of Recovery, "’
- bringing in its wake the turning point in the Nation’s finances and
an improvement in the trade aspect of our Country. In Sanitary
d Public Health Services, however, there can be no turning
point or relaxing of efforts for many years yet; the necessity still
remains for much work to be carried out so that improved condi-
tions in Housing, with its attendant drainage, sewerage and refuse
disposal ; Food Supply, including water; the prevention of impuri-
ties being cast into the air we breathe; and the many other inci-
dentals necessary to the well being and healthy living of our popula-
Bion.  There must be no lessening of standard if we are to main-
tain the improvement of health as recognised to-day, and eradicate,
S0 far as humanly possible, Infectious Diseases and the conditions
which lead to them from which we still suffer.

The Housing of the Working Classes for a number of years
back has been a subject to which much time and thought have been
| given.  We, in Dundee, are unfortunately the possessors of a
gacy comprising a slumdom which is not confined to one par-
licular area, relics we ascribe to the lack of visionary power in
those who have gone before us, and to the fact that in olden days
there was no effort made (at least it seems so) towards the erection
of buildings on a systematic and planned basis. Any person who
bwned a piece of ground could, it would appear, set up a building
rrespective whether the proposed building was to discomfort the
0ccupiers of or be a restriction on buildings already existing. Nol
that this state of affairs is confined to Dundee—far from it—but
ﬁe in this City seem to possess slums, or rather shall we say,

TERPETEET

&
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the Scheme which governs the milk supply (so far as standard is
concerned) from the Distributor to the Consumer. Would it be
unreasonable to suggest, therefore, that new Regulations should be

promulgated prescribing a standard of 3.25 per cent. butter fat

in milk?
i

Refuse Storage, Collection and Disposal.—Gradually the in-
sanitary ashpit is being abolished, and in its stead the employ-
ment of suitable galvanised iron dustbins is progressing. The
latter storage vessels are certainly more hygienic, and when in use
prevent the particularly disagreeable smells which pervade the
atmosphere in no uncertain manner during hot weather, with which
we associate ‘‘ the open cesspools of filth ''—as rightly can be
termed the ashpit. The Refuse Destructor Plant has been able to
keep pace with the amount of material available for destruction,
while on the revenue side of this innovation we are glad to note

every opportunity is taken to dispose of ‘‘ rescued * material suit-
able for sale.

The only New Legislation of importance to which reference
might be made as having a bearing on Public Health Services
which came into force during the year was (1) The Rent and
Mortgage Interest Restrictions (Amendment) Act, 1933, and (2)
The Port Sanitary Regulations (Scotland), 1933.

Stafi.

The number and composition of the staff are as follows :—

Chief Sanitary Inspector.

Assistant Chief Sanitary Inspector.
Plumbing Inspector.

Food Inspectors and Sampling Officers.
Indoor Inspector.,

Housing Inspector,

Housing Officers.

District Inspectors.

Port Officer.

District Officers.

Junior District Officers.

Clerk.
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!‘ June ... o e 1.48 inches.

IT- ]uly SR e i i 3.54 inches.

t August 0 83 inches,
September ... 1.52 inches.
October I o o 3.63 inches.
November 2.24 inches.
December 1.30 inches.

—

Total ... 22.84 inches.

J__ Tlis shows an average fall of 1.90 inches per month, as against
2.33 inches of the former year, and 2.63 in 1931,

Public Sewerage of the City.

! Dundee is very happily situated for disposal of its sewage.
It has direct discharge into the tidal waters of the Firth of Tay,
thus obviating the vast expenditure which many inland towns have
to bear when confronted with the problem of sewage disposal.

B The work of constructing and maintaining sewers in the City
is carried out by the Works Department under the City Engineer,
In the past year approximately 5 miles of new sewers were laid
down, making the total length of sewers in the City, 149.695 miles.
jf(n maintenance and repair the sum of £2714 was spent.

During the past few years the City Engineer’'s Department
;:las taken the opportunity to replace existing untrapped gullies
with those of modern design. There are still many old-fashioned
ones, but these are being gradually reduced in number when carry-
-ﬁng out street improvements.  There is active co-operation be-
tween the Works and Sanitary Departments in this connection,
and complaints about offensive old gullies are dealt with so far as
is consistent with economical administration.

- Work on the sanctioned portion of the Downfield Outfall
Sewer is now nearly completed. This section, 3.42 miles in
length, runs from the Estuary to No. 2 Ejector Station, Down-
ﬁeld. The Ejector Station will thus no longer be required, and the
major portion of Downfield will be drained by gravitation. At the
same time, Kingsway Sewer will be relieved of a load equal to the
capacity of the Ejector, and further relief will have been afforded
by Overflows in Forfar Road and Pitkerro Road, thereby provid-
ing additional sewerage for the development of building in the
northern and eastern districts of the city, When the remainder of
Downfield Drainage Scheme is sanctioned, it will be possible to
abandon Ejector Station No. 1, which presently handles the re-
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This total is higher by 377,500 gallons than the figure for the
previous year, and in this reflects the increased demand for water
for industrial purposes and the effect of the long spell of warm
weather experienced during the summer months,

The above total represents a daily consumpt of 51.26 gallons
per head of the population supplied, i.e., 204,000. Of this con-
sumpt per head 13.74 gallons represents water used for trade and
industrial purposes through meter, while the remaining 37.52
gallons represents the average daily consumpt for domestic pur-
poses, unmetered trade consumption, general public health pur-
poses, including street and sewer flushing and leakage. The
average daily consumption per head for domestic purposes
only is approximately 33 gallons. Recent metered observa-
tions of the consumpt for domestic purposes in different parts of
the City show wide variation, the rate varying from over 100 gal-
lons per head per day in some cases to as low as 10 gallons per
head per day in congested localities where facilities for the use of
water are restricted to a single }-inch tap.

The following is a typical chemical analysis of the water sup-
plied from Lintrathen Loch :—

OxeE MiLLioxy Parts oF THIS WATER YIELD :—

Free Ammonia 002
Albuminoid Ammonia .088
Carbonate of Lime, etc. ... 30.00
Chlorine Q.00
Nitrogen, as Nitrates None
Nitrites None
Hardness, in Clark's Degrees ... ... 2 Degrees
Lead or other Poisonous Metals ... None

Domestic Water Supplies—Sinks, Etc,

At 18 properties from which complaints had been received
regarding insufficient supply of water for domestic purposes larger
main service pipes were provided—g2z feet of piping being used
for that purpose.

109 sinks and water supplies were installed in 49 properties.
These were mostly provided in attic flat houses, where the occu-
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outbreaks of disease. Whether petty in character, or created by
careless or wilful tenants who by their mischievousness are a
menace to the health and well-being of the other sections of the
community, it is necessary that steps be taken early for the abate-
ment of the nuisance. Often it is from minor nuisances, hidden
away in some unfrequented corner that the more serious troubles
arise. Thus in all classes of nuisance no time is wasted in having
abatement measures applied, always keeping the view before us of
the potentialities of the undetected and unattended minor defect.

OF the nuisances attended to during the year, I make men-
tion of one or two which I think should be detailed in this Report.

A complaint, which had a sequel from which a moral can be
drawn, came from a tenant in the east end of the town. The
complainer was getting a gas fire installed in one of the bedrooms,
and the plumber, on going under the floor, found about 3 or 4
inches of water. The tenant complained to this Department,
alleging that the bedroom was uninhabitable owing to a damp
smell.  After investigation the Inspecting Officer came to the con-
clusion that it was sub-soil water, and recommended to the agents
that field drain pipes should be laid round the block so that the
water from the surrounding high ground would be caught and
carried to the drain. This was ultimately carried out, but not
before a period of one month had elapsed. Underfloor was then
dry, and no further complaints have been received.

Sequel.—The complainer withheld one quarter’s rent, alleg-
ing that while the water was under the floor the room was un-
inhabitable. The agents sued for the rent in a small debt action,
while the tenant counter-claimed a rebate.  After hearing the
evidence, the Sheriff decided that the tenant’s claim was justified
and awarded a substantial rebate and expenses. He held that the
agents were dilatory in having the necessary work carried out.

Moral.—Get the work done without delay,

Complaints were received from residents in a widespread area
about a very offensive smell. It was also the subject of news-
Paper articles and letters. When the wind was easterly, residents
in Taybank district got it, and when it was westerly it was
Craigiehank'ﬁ turn. After much sniffing and direction finding,
and after many suspected places were visited, the source was
located at premises where imported crude oil residue is distilled
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The want of sufficient public convenience accommodation at
Broughty Ferry and the alleged insanitary state of the beach there
was, inder alia, the subject of a complaint by a holiday-maker to
the Department of Health for Scotland, who submitted the mat-
ter to the Local Authority for their observations. Inquiries were
instituted, and the investigations showed that so far as the com-
plaint related to the beach and sands, there was a small amount of
litter and sea wrack lying at the portion near the Castle, but
which did not constitute justification then for that part of the com-
plaint. Taking into consideration the thousands of people who
frequent this place in the summer months, it is not to be expected
that the beach will present an ideally tidy appearance at all times
of the day. There will always be that class of person who uncon-
 siderately and indiscriminately dumps his refuse (including bottles)
anywhere, with no thought of those who follow him in occupation,
The portion of the complaint dealing with insufficient sanitary ac-
commodation however, was somewhat justifiable.  Even though
there are altogether 27 Water Closets and 4 Urinals on the area
between the Castle Green and Barnhill Golf Course, there is a
demand for a central building where, in addition to the usual
sanitary accommodation, including facilities for personal ablution,
there should also be a first-aid dressing station. The whole sub-
ject as to the development of this area as a recreational centre and
the proposed conveniences to be erected, was placed in the hands
of a Special Committee of the Town Council to consider and
advise comprehensively,

Towards the detection and removal of nuisances, of which
10,288 were discovered, 62,669 visits of inspection were made.

Verminous Houses and Persons.

The long dry summer which we experienced, was the means
of an increased number of complaints being received in connection
with the infestation of houses by bugs. Altogether 235 rooms in
190 houses were dealt with—in 187 cases this was done by means
of spraying the internal walls, woodwork, etc., with a disinfesting
solution, having where necessary the door-facings, skirtings and
picture rails removed and, in addition, the whole of the paper
stripped from the walls. In the other 3 cases fumigation was
carried out within the dwellings by means of Sulphur. There
can be no doubt but that the climatic conditions were very favour-
able to the propagation of this evil-smelling insect.  Unfor-
tunately, infested properties are not confined to one particular
area; the purchase of old furniture, parlicularl:,r pictures, bed-
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' on the site there would be a very considerable loss to the Cor-
f poration.
Ii
§

The Committee unanimously agreed to instruct the
Director of Housing to burn all the old wood and timber from
old properties; and further to instruct the Chief Sanitary In-
spector to treat with ‘ Killo," free of cost, all Corporation
houses infested with bugs and tenanted by unemployed per-
sons.”’

Only in three cases was it necessary to deal with persons
found to be verminous. In each case adequate measures were
taken which ensured a thorough cleansing of their persons and
‘clothing, and in two of the cases disinfestation measures were also
applied to the household furnishings.

Whitewashing and Painting Common Stairs and Passages.

The attention of owners and agents of tenemental properties
was drawn by means of letter intimations in June to the necessity
of taking early measures to ensure the proper cleansing by means
of painting, size colouring or lime-washing of common stairs and
Passages embraced in 887 tenements. The terms of these intima-
tions were in a large number of instances promptly carried out,
while in a few cases, owing to other alterations being contem-
plated, delay was allowed. It was, however, necessary in 37 in-
stances to serve statutory notices in terms of Clause 354 of the
General Police and Improvement Act of 1862 on delinquents who
_f.lan:l failed to take the necessary steps to have the work carried out,
At the end of the year most of the work was either completed or in
progress.

Whitewash brushes numbering 2,608 were given out on loan
to persons of the poorer classes, who were unable to purchase
brushes for themselves, to carry out the annual (and sometimes bi-
annual) whitewashing of some 4,867 rooms. In cases of need
Ochre and Whiting were issued free on the recommendation of the
District Inspectors.

Stables and Piggeries,

Stables.—These premises number 315, and to them 283 visits
of inspection were made.  They were periodically limewashed, and
the removal of manure was regularly conducted,
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GGradually the older schools are being dispensed with, while
the new ones built in the vicinity of new housing schemes are so
constructed and fitted that they may be well termed the acme of
perfection. There is one thing, however, to which we would direct
the attention of the Authorities interested, and that is the common
drinking cup. In its day, and while there was no system available
whereby it could be dispensed with, there was no alternative, but
to-day things are different. The school is the one place where
every endeavour should be made towards the reduction of the
chance of contracting disease and every opportunity should be
taken to take preventive and precautionary measures. In that
ldirectinn alone, there is a sufficiency of reason for the provision

of the latest drinking fountains and the total abolition of the
idrinking cup.

1 Complaints,
1

Complaints received at the office, either personally or hy
letter showed an increase over last year, numbering 4,524 as
;gagainst 3:822 for 1932. Enquiries were instituted by the District
Inspectors, and in those cases where the complaints were justified
':pctinn was taken to have remedial measures applied. In 251 of
the complaints, however, there was no reason for further action by
the Department, these being either of a trivial nature or a result
of neighbours’ quarrels.,

3
]

The nature of complaints received are indeed varied, and
while the Department is not immediately concerned with certain
;E' them, steps are taken so that their cause is removed or relieved
?5 soon as possible. To the Staffs of the Chief Constable and the
Cleansing Superintendent we are indebted for their notification of

Nuisances coming under observation in the course of their duties,

Statutory Intimations or Notices.

Under the Public Health (Scotland) Act of 1897; Local Acts;
‘the Burgh Police (Scotland) Acts, and other Acts which fall to
Ibe given effect to by the Department, 12,287 notices or intimations,
IWritten or verbal, were served upon the proprietors or agents of

IProperty or authors of nuisances. These have received, or are now
iin the course of receiving attention.

No Statutory Notices were authorised by the Public Health
Committee as the Local Authority for service in terms of Section
R0 of the Public Health (Scotland) Act, 18q7, during the vear,
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Water Closets,

358 Water Closets, new and renewed, together with all the
necessary soil, flushing, water, and ventilation pipes, were in-
stalled into 121 properties. This number is 113 more than re-
turned in 1932, when 245 W.C.’s were installed in 82 properties.

155 were installed within dwelling-houses, 23 of these
being renewals ;

191 were provided in tenemental properties in such posi-

tions as staircases, passage, courts, attic fats,
ete.

4 were installed in shops, one of these for females :

5 were installed in workplaces, 2 being new and 3 re-
newals ;

1 was installed in hall; and

2 were installed in a football pavilion.

All these W.C.'s, with the exception of renewals, were in
addition to those already existing at the properties concerned.

At 3 properties, outside Water Closets were abolished and
.C.’s installed into every house, i.e., into 18, 16, and 8 housed
Trespectively. This is certainly the best procedure where it can
e carried out, and is the ideal aimed at, but it is not always pos-

Sible in existing properties to have this done without prohibitive
Structural alterations.

Baths and Lavatory Basins.

1o baths and g lavatory basins, along with hot water installa-
Hons were introduced into 10 different houses.

16 basins have been installed into 5 hairdressing saloons and
4 into workplaces.

In all, 1o baths and 29 basins with all necessary waste, water
and ventilation pipes, have been installed,

Bye-Laws—Drainage and Plumbing Work of Buildings—
Infringements,

~ Four infringements of these Bye-Laws came to our notice
during the year. At one property the waste pipe leading from
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three attic sinks had been connected to a rainwater pipe, which is
not allowed.  After negotiating with the agent of the property,
a separate pipe was provided to carry off the rainwater.

At another property a long length of internal sink waste pipe
had been left unventilated. The occupier, who was also owner,
was notified by letter of the contravention, and after an interview
agreed to provide the ventilation required. The same occurred at -
a third property. A sink had been installed into a shop, but the
waste pipe was left unventilated. The plumber concerned and the
agent of the property were both written to on the subject, and
ultimately a ventilating pipe was provided.

In the fourth case a sink waste pipe had been renewed. This
pipe originally terminated at the top sink and was thus unventi-
lated. The plumber who carried out the renewal left it in a simi-
lar condition, but after being communicated with, together with the
agent of the property, he agreed to complete the work in accor-
dance with the Bye-Laws.

Drainage Tests,
At 6 properties the drainage systems which consisted of fire-
clay pipes and traps, on being smoke tested, were found defective.

At one property the fireclay drain was overhauled and left in a
sound condition, while at the other five the defective sections of the
fireclay drains were replaced by cast-iron drain pipes, traps, and
access fittings. Cast-iron drains were also provided at one work-
place when alterations and improvements on the sanitary arrange-
ments of a section of the premises were carried out. In this con-
nection 378 feet of cast-iron drain and 17 cast-iron traps were
used.

Cast-iron drain pipes, traps and access fittings might with
advantage be much more extensively used in the drainage of pro-
perties than they are meantime. Such drains can be relied upon
to remain sound for an indefinite period, whereas the fireclay type
are liable to be rendered defective from numerous causes.

Washing-Houses.
32 white enamelled fireclay tubs set on iron frames have b
introduced into 14 different washing-houses where previously there

were no fixed tubs; or the existing tubs were dilapidated wooden
fixtures.

One new washing-house was erected and 3 reconstructed. It
2 washmg’-hnuaes gas boilers were installed,
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Second Housing Survey,

The work of re-surveying the city in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Department of Health for Scotland, commenced
during 1932, was completed early in October, and submitted here-

with is a copy of the Report presented to the Local Authority on

16th October, in which is contained all the information required
by the Department :—

Sanitary Department,
West Bell Street, Dundee, 16th Oct., 1933.
Unto the Honourable the Public Health Committee
of the Town Council.

Gentlemen,

In a Circular-Letter of date 2 3rd December, 1932, the Department of Health
for Scotland requested a Statement to be included in the Annual Report of the
Sanitary Inspector, showing :—

* the number of (a) Water Closets; (b) Dry Closets ; (¢) Privy Middens, and
(d) Ashpits in use, showing for each separately the number serving 2, 3, 4 and

3 OF More tenants respectively, also the number of houses without inside water
supply and sink."

The work of surveying the City has now been completed, and the particu-
lars relating thereto are as follows :—
(1) Number of Water Closets in use serving in common :—
2 tenamts 3 tenants 4 tenants

5 or more tenants
$294 2,184 1,913

694

(2) Number of houses without Water Supply and Sink inside house, ... 1,142

(3) Number of (a) Dry Closets serving :—

1 House 2z Houses 3 Houses
bo 4 4
in addition there are four Dry Closets serving premises other than houses.
(b) Privy Middens serving :—1 House,
(c) Ashpits serving :—
2 tenants 3 ilenants 4 tenanis 5 or more tenants
6 5 6 279
In connection with the survey of the City,
n the atiached statement, which, 1 trust, may

It is to be noted that the figures shown
clude such Institutions as the Dundee Roya
ital, Maryfield Hospital, Industrial Schools, ce
ostels and similar Institutions,

I am submitting further details
be of interest.

in relation to population do not
I Infirmary, King's Cross Hos-
rtain Common Lodging Houses,

Also the Areas of the various Parks, Cemeteries, etc., have been corres-
ndingly subtracted from the total acreage of the City,

During the course of this Survey, 38
ade by the Staff of the Department, and the work has called for a great

nt of overtime in the preparation of the details and figures as submitted in

Report. The whole work has been carried through without any addition to
Staff.,

+550 Visits of Inspection have been
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Earth, Closets, Privies, and Privy Middens.

As AT 31st Decemprr, 1933.

NuUMBER oF To Serve.
5| 8 ;
. 9
SITUATION. S E g | %% Persors
E Q - a "g
15 z g
= 3 E ml M. | F.
-3
Dighty Toll House - - 3 3
Old Manse, Mains, - . 3 3
Castle Mains (South House) - 3
Manse Lodege (Old Glamis Rc-m!:l 2
Trottick - 1 2 28 32
Claverhouse Road {Cim:ch lInuae] 1
Harestane Rd. (W. March Cottar House) 1
Magdalene’s Kirkton (Cottar House) 2
Harestane Road (Bleachfield) . 1
South Baldovan Farm - 2 . = 1
East Pitempton - - 1

Pitempton Railway Cutta.ges - -

Fitempton (Baldovan) - ! - -

517 Strathmartine Road - -

Station Cottage, Cox Street -

West Kirkton Cottages, Kirkton Road

Fountainbleau (Hamlet)

Gelly Cottages -

East Lm]ge—M:AIpmc Huad -

Beach Strip Cottage—Coupar-Angus Rd.

Main Imdgc—Cnupur—ﬁngus Rd,

Backhill of Balgay -

King's Cross Cottar House

Hillside Farm =

Blackness Nursery lCnttageJ -

Ninewells (Railway Lnl.tnge] -

Balgay—Mains - -

Bingham Terrace I{Gallﬂwhlll} -

220-222 Arbroath Road . z

399 Arbroath Road (Craigie North I.m:lgc]

Gotterstone Cottar Houses (North) .

do. do. do. (South) -
)

51 Forthill Road (Pullar)
52 de. do. (McQuarrie's Hmiusi
Balgillo Road (Keillor) -

do. do. (Elrick) -

Eust Balgillo Cottar House

do. do. do. do.(Grieve's House
Barnhill Farm (Grieve's House) -

434 King Street, Broughty Ferry -
Arbroath Koad (Linlathen W. Lodge)

el o B B B
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% House under Closing Order.
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So far as Ward 10 is concerned, at the end of the year, the

ashpit, as a means for the storage of refuse, had been completely
dispensed with.

Housing.

No more controversial subject has ever been introduced to the
realms of sanitation than ‘* Housing.’’ It has been the cause of a
great deal of legislation and litigation. Subsidies have been, and
are being, given in aid of it. It has filled columns of the daily and
weekly newspapers with articles and criticisms, and has even

formed the subject of the cartoonists’ humour, a humour which is
“not, however, always kindly,

Yet, despite all the adverse criticisms and ill-timed cries of
““ Enough " from poorly informed and timid economists, Sani-
tarians and Public Health Officials throughout the country still
oursue the task of securing, or rather endeavouring to secure, a
reformation of the conditions under which so many of our fellows
are *‘ existing.” The word ‘‘ existing " is used advisedly, be-
cause the term ‘* living "' could not possibly be applied to many
of the cases which come under our notice. To spend one’s days
in a dark, damp, ill-ventilated house, robbed of the benefits and
leasures of fresh air and sunlight can never be called ** living, "’
and—so long as such conditions continue—we must pursue our
present policy and press for the abolition of slums. ;

Unfortunately, our efforts do not always meet with success.
" many cases owners have to borrow money to repair houses,
which, at the best, are made ‘‘fit” for a few more years, but are
never satisfactory either to owner or tenant and are a constant
source of trouble to officials, As these properties are handed down
from one generation to another, the number of “‘owners’’ or heritors
entitled to a share of the revenue increases along with the burden
of borrowed money, with the result that money which should go
to repair and upkeep is swallowed by the ever increasing demand,

and ultimately the property becomes once more ““ unfit for human
habitation,””

That the problem is still acute, despite the progress that has
' been made, there can be no doubt, and the Government, by the
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appointment of a Scottish Departmental Committee on Housing
has shown that it is fully alive to the urgency of the situation.

The Committee, which includes well-known Social Workers
and Politicians, was appointed to consider and report on:—'‘(a)
What, if any, further steps are necessary or desirable to secure
the maintenance of a proper standard of fitness for human habita-
tion in working-class houses which are neither situate in an area
suitable for clearance under Part 1. of the Housing (Scotland) Act,
1930, nor suitable for demolition under Section 16 of that Act; and
(b) What, if any further steps are necessary or desirable to pro-
mote the supply of houses for the working classes (without public
charge) through the agency of public utility societies or other
bodies subject to similar limitations, operating in particular areas
or otherwise.”’ ' :

This Committee, appointed on 3rd May, 1933, held 14 meet-
ings, heard and considered evidence from many people well known
and well versed in Sanitation, Public Health, Finance, and National
and Local Government Administration. '

Social Worlkers and the Owners of Property were represented,
and the Report of the Committee, published under date 8th Decem-
ber, 1933, is a very full and interesting document.

The recommendations of the Committee would, if they became
law, have a far reaching effect on the future housing accommoda-
tion of the people; and we, who have worked for many years to
achieve an improvement, would see at last a definite step towards
the goal of our ambition, viz., a decent home for every citizen.

Surely it is not too much to hope that the work of the Com-
mittee, backed by the plea of H.R.H. The Prince of Wales, will |
lead to a definite and progressive policy, having for its object the
complete abolition—not merely the transference—of the horrors
and misery caused by overcrowding and residence in slum pro-
perties.

That these two problems are closely connected there can be no
doubt, and while one must readily admit that every overcrowded
house is NOT a slum, many of the slum houses are definitely over=
crowded. These facts were brought forcibly to our notice during
an inspection of the houses, and while overcrowding figures are pro-
vided elsewhere in this Report, no survey of the Housing Position
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would be complete without a reference to the problem. When it is
known that among the houses closed under the Housing (Scotland)
Act, 1930, there were one-roomed houses with 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10
persons respectively, and two-roomed houses containing families
numbering up to 13 persons, it will be realised even by the most
complacent of economists that we have an overcrowding problem,
and that the work of the Sanitary Staff is to a large extent nullified
thereby. How can any treatment for Tuberculosis be effective if
the patient is condemned to live in overcrowded, sun-starved con-
ditions and in close proximity to three or four other persons?

The figures given in our last Annual Report, quoted from the
Registrar General's Census Return, showed that Dundee had a

very grave overcrowding problem indeed, and it is no less acute
now.

Housing Requirements.

In 1930 the Town Council furnished to the Department of
Health for Scotland, the following estimate of the number of
houses likely to be provided by the Local Authori ty within the next
three years :—(a) To be built consequent upon Demolition or Clos-
ing of Houses ; and (b) To abate overcrowding—=>08 annually for
the next three years ; and (c) to be built to meet the normal growth
of the population—j300 annually for the next three years; a total of

3,024 houses to be provided by the Local Authority within three
rs.

At the 315t December, 1933, the following houses had been

rovided by the Local Authority during the period under review,
iz, :— :

ROOMS
Year 2 3 4 Total
1931 144 234 = 378
1932 118 200 -— o8
1933 116 400 0 6ob

1,392

This gives an average of 464 houses per annum over the three
ears, and is only 46.03% of the original figure aimed at.

There were, in addition to the above figure, gg two-roomed
nd 276 three-roomed houses under course of construction at the
nd of December,
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Even if we include this figure we only get a total of 1,767
in place of 3,024 houses estimated, but it must be remembered that
the three years’ period has elapsed, and we are still far behind with
the original programme.

True, the figure for 1933 was an improvement on the totals for
1931 and 1932, but when one bears in mind that there were 766
houses in course of construction at the end of 1932 and that only
606 of these had been completed by the end of 1933, one is inclined
to despair.

This review of our *‘ Three Years Programme ' naturally
leads to a consideration of the

** Five Years Plan "’ ,
which aroused so much discussion, publicity and criticism.

Public opinion in a nebulous way has realised the seriousness
of the problem, and has disposed of the question quite satisfactorily
by emphatically asserting that ‘° Something must be done about
FIERE

From the point of view of those responsible for the adminis-
tration of the Housing and Public Health Acts, the position is not
satisfactory by any means.

Public opinion looks to us to find a solution, and we know how
complex and elusive our problem is.

On the one hand we have the cumulative ill effects arising from
a section of the population being born and bred under sordid and
unhealthy conditions; a state of affairs calling for the utmost |
vigilance and unceasing effort on the part of the health and sani- |
tary services. |

On the other hand we have the helplessness, hopelessness,
inertia and even opposition to change on the part of some of the
slum-dwellers. We are familiar with the objections of owners to
the penal legislation under which their properties are acquired com-
pulsorily at '‘ site value.”” We appreciate the enormous cost of
rehousing at very uneconomic rents, and we fully realise the objec-
tion on the part of ** Suburbia ' to the transplanting of the slum
population in new districts,
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We are faced with a shortage of land within our city boun-
daries, and if we contemplate rehousing upon the outskirts there is
the bogey of means and cost of transport.

Truly the scales are heavily weighted against progress, but
our sense of duty to the public provides a steady impulse to en-
“deavour to surmount all obstacles.

Section 22 (1) of the Housing (Scotland) Act, 1930, requires
* every Local Authority to consider the Housing conditions in
their district in regard to the provision of further Housing Accom-
modation for persons of the working classes, and for that purpose
to review any information brought to their notice as a result of
inspection and survevs made under the Act."’

Sub-Section (2) further states ** every local authority shall, in

the year 1933 and every fifth vear afterwards furnish to the Depart-

ent of Health for Scotland a general statement of the measures

 they propose to take for dealing with Housing Conditions in their

Adistrict and for the further provision of housing accommodation.’’

e Department also prepared a form of statement showing the
particulars to be submitted to them, as follows - —

(1) An estimate of the number of houses required for:—

(a) .Replacing houses unfit for human habitation :
(b) Abatement of overcrowding; and

(¢) Meeting normal growth of population.

2) An estimate of the number of houses likely to be provided by
the Local Authority during the next five years :—

(a) In place of houses Demolished or Closed as unfit ;
(b) To abate overcrowding ; and

(c) To meet the normal growth of population.

In order to assist the Local Authority to make a fair and rea-
sonable estimate for submission to the Department, we carefully
onsidered the problem, under each separate heading, and as a
¥hole ; and guided by the information in our possession, gathered
fom recent surveys and inspections, reported that 5,152 houses
rould be required during the next five years, made up as follows ;—
|

E
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The initial cost may be great, but the results can never be
calculated in mere pounds, shillings and pence. A decently housed,

healthy and happy populace is surely recompense enough for any
financial loss.

From experience already gained it will be generally admitted
that the benefits derived from rehousing the slum dwellers are
neither shadowy nor hypothetical. A Ithough operations have only
been carried out upon a limited scale, they have demonstrated that
in the majority of cases, fully g5 per cent. we would say, improved
environment and conditions have resulted in an uplift for the
families concerned, and it is to the rising generation that we mus#
look for improvement.

The following tables and comments are intended to provide the
members of the Town Council and also those of the community
who have the health and welfare of the citizens generally at heart,
with a record of the work done by the Housing Section of thig
Department during the past year,

It will be seen that since the beginning of 1924, Representa-
tions and Reports to the number of 564 dealing with. 4,947 houses
have been submitted to the Local Authority and that of these 204
dealing with 1,879, or approximately 389 of the total, were sub-
mitted during the year 1933.

TABLE 1.

Shows the number of houses which have been provided by
the Corporation and Private Enterprise during the year 1933 :—

2 3 4 Rooms
Rooms Rooms and over Total

By the Corporation ......o........... 116 400 go bob

By Private Enterprise ............... — 12 113 125

Total™ ... 231
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The Dundee (Small's Wynd) Improvement Scheme, 1928, Confir-
mation Order, 1929, made by the Department of Health
for Scotland under the Housing (Scotland) Act, 1925.

The scheme embraces some 315 houses and 64 other premises,
viz, :—

1 2 3 4 Rooms
Room Rooms Rooms and over Taotal
139 147 26 3 315

The position at the end of 1933 is as follows, viz, :—

Houses still in Occupation :—

1 3 3 4 Rooms
Room Rooms Rooms and over Total
29 27 6 — 62

This shows only 253 houses vacated, slow progress indeed.
Since the Scheme was approved of in 1929, very few repairs have
been effected, and the dwelling houses—considered at that time to
be insanitary and unhealthy—are now mostly hovels.

To re-house the tenants displaced from this scheme the Town
Council approved of plans for the erection of 246 houses at Wester
Clepington, viz. :—

g6 two-roomed houses and
150 three-roomed houses.

These houses are now completed and ready for occupation.
Dare we express the hope that in the next Annual Report we will
be able to write ** Finis '’ across this Scheme.

Housing (Scotland) Act, 1930.

The campaign, initiated by the Medical Officer and myself
under the above Act in 1930 against insanitary houses and areas
in the City is still proceeding, and the results of our efforts, up to
the present, will be found in the following tables :—

Clearance Areas.
(First Instalment. )
The Representations which embraced some 18 Areas in

Wards 1, 4, and 3, involved jo4 dwelling houses and 73 other
premises, viz. :—

1 3 3 4 Rooms
Room Rooms Rooms and over Total

133 148 16 7 304
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VIII.—Estimated Number of Inhabited Houses excluding Institu-
tions and other large establishments within the Burgh
of Dundee as at 3jist December, 1933—corrected (added
to and deducted from). Based on Census Return of 26th
April, 1931, viz. :—46,229 houses,

4 Rooms
1 Room 2 Rooms 3 Rooms and over
Year. Add. Deduct. Add. Deduct. Add. Deduct. Add. Deduct. Total
From Census 6,347 22 252 10,405 7,225 46,229
Return or 13.7% or 48.2% or 22.5% or 15.6%
1931 vew = 27 — 4 .285 — 54 — 309
g3z ... — 105§ 31 — 328 — 8 — 341
33 e — 2I3 — 116 387 — 183 — 241
— 348 31 120 1,001 — 324 — 47,120
Thus giving at 31st Dec., 1933:—
6,002 22,163 11,406 7+549

or 12.749% or 47.04% or 24.20% or 16.029%,

IX.—The Official Return submitted to the Department of Health
for Scotland for the year ended jist Dec., 1933, is i —

Housing (Inspection of District) Regulations (Scotland) 1928

1. Number of dwelling-houses inspected - 1798
2. Number of dwelling-houses which, on inspec-
tion, were considered to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be
unfit for human habitation - - 1484

Housing (Scotland) Act, 1925,

3. Number of cases where intimations were given -
under Section 20 (1) as to insufficient water-

closet accommodation :(— - - These
(a) cases where requirements complied with | provisions
by owners - - - - [ do not apply

(b) cases where works carried out by Local in Burghs.
Authority after failure of owners to do so -
(c) cases still pending - . - J

4, Number of houses of (a) one apartment, and
(b) two apartments, for the erection of which
the consent of the Local Authority has been (a) Nil.

given in terms of Section 111 - - (b) Nil,
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12. Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which closing orders have, in terms of
Section 16 (3), been determined by the
Local Authority following upon the houses
having been rendered fit for human
habitation - - - - Nil.
13. Number of houses in respect of which
advances have been made in terms of Section
34 towards cost of repairs and amount so

advanced - - - - Nil.
*1f permission to reconstruct a building has been granted, the

number of houses existing prior to the reconstruction
should be stated (see in this connection, sub-section (3)
of Section 49 of the Housing (Scotland) Act, 1930).

Note,.—Any general information or observations as to the
character of delects usually found to exist, as to the extent
to which overcrowding was found to prevail and the steps
taken to remedy it, or as to the work of inspection gene-
rally, should be entered in the space below :—

Inadequate lighting and ventilation; dampness in houses;
houses not provided with sinks and inside water supplies; insuffi-
cient water closet accommodation; want of suitable storage for
foodstuffs and fuel; insufficient ashpit or ashbin accommodation ;
lack of facilities for the washing and drying of household and
wearing apparel; and open spaces around buildings restricted.

Overcrowding, unfortunately, is still much in evidence, and the
incidence thereof is not confined to any special district. Endeavour
is made to cope with this situation by persuading the City Factor
and the various House Factors to give larger houses, if at all pos-
sible, to those who are most in need of such accommodation.

The Rent and Mortgage Interest (Restrictions) Acts,
1920 to 1933.
The following tables show the number of applications made under
the Rent and Mortgage Interest (Restrictions) Acts, 1920 to 1933,
and how disposed of .—

BY TENANTS. BY OWNERS.
No of No. of
Year Applications Granted Refused Applications Granted Refused
1920 835 79 5] — hucil -
1921 17 14 3 - — —
1922 2 1 1 — — —
1923 S 3 2 1 1 —
1924 3 2 1 ] s i
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Under the principal Act, an owner was allowed 8% of the
cost of ** structural alterations "' in addition to ordinary rent.
Section 7 of the 1g33 Act lays it down that the Court shall not make
an order against the payment of the charge on the application of a
tenant unless he proves that the work was done without his
written consent. Certain Agents, having received Notices under
the Housing (Scotland) Act, 1930, calling for structural altera-
tions and improvements which would entitle them to charge the
89% have asked the tenants to consent in writing to the work being
carried out, and on refusal have delayed carrying out these works.

Supported by the Town Clerk, our opinion is that the terms of
the Statutes enacted in the interests of Public Health cannot be
thwarted by any tenant refusing to permit the improvements and
alterations deemed necessary by the Local Authority.

This form of stalemate cannot endure, and, if required, it
might be considered expedient to obtain a Court ruling concerning
this proviso in the near future.

Tents and Vans.

Other than the sojournment of amusement caterers with their
tents and vans at pleasure grounds, and the annual carnival on the
ground at the north end of the City promoted by an entertainments
proprietor, it is seldom that this class of dwelling falls to be dealt
with in the area under our jurisdiction.

An encampment in Broughty Ferry during the holiday season
contained at times some twenty tents principally of the small
bivouac variety.  Water supply is available, but the sanitary
accommodation, consisting of a privy, is somewhat antiquated and
at the same time insufficient. Should the intention be to let this
ground each year for the purposes aforementioned, more proper
and permanent conveniences will be insisted on.

Visits numbering 61 were paid to these places throughout the
year.

Housing of Seasonal Outworkers,

A complaint that nuisance was being created at or near the
sewage pumping station, Downfield, by berry pickers, was dealt
with and remedied by the provision of a number of portable closets.
Adequate water supply is available at the Farm Steading.

Otherwise, there were no contraventions of the Bye-Laws
under this heading.
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persons—two persons below the age of 1o years to be counted as
one adult person, while persons of different sexes above the age
of 10 years are not permitted to occupy the same sleeping apart-
ment, except in the case of husband and wife. This scale applied
to dwelling houses is a very moderate one, and in any house where
a family of greater proportion than that allowed under those Bye-
Laws is in occupation, they are indeed living under overcrowded
conditions and in a manner likely to be detrimental to the health
of the inmates. The particulars relating to a few of the cases
reported on during the year are appended herewith.

Case No. 125.—Two-roomed house occupied by husband and
wife, 2 sons aged 124 and 7 years, and 3 daughters aged 14,
11 and g years. Rent 4/11 weekly. Income f2. Cubic feet
required 2,400. Cubic contents of house 1,807. Deficiency,
593 cubic feet. Three of the children suffer from non-pul-
monary tuberculosis. Both parents are also T.B. suspect and
are under observation,

Case No. 161.—One-roomed house occupied by husband, wife and
husband’s mother, 4 sons aged 10, g, 7 and 2 years, and 1
“daughter aged 4 years. Rent £z quarterly. Income £1 12/-.
Cubic feet required 2,400. Cubic contents of house 1,249.
Deficiency 1,151 cubic feet. Overcrowded to the extent of

3 adults. Sex separation impossible. Husband suffers from
T.B.

Case No. 62.—Two-roomed house occupied by husband and wife,
5 sons aged 18, 14, 9, 6 and 4 vears. 5 daughters aged 21,
16, 12, 10 and 1 year. Rent 5/8 weekly. Income f£4 6/-.
Cubic feet required 4,000. Cubic contents of house 2,507.
Deficiency of 1,493 cubic feet. Overcrowded to the extent of
3 adults and 1 juvenile. No means for proper separation of
the sexes.

Case No. 131.—Two-roomed house occupied by husband and wife.
6 sons aged 13, 10, 3}, and 34 years, 15 months and 3 weeks.
3 daughters aged 9, 6 and 5 years. Rent 5/- weekly. In-
come f2. Cubic feet required 3,000. Cubic contents of
house 2,263. Deficiency 737 cubic feeet. Overcrowded to
the extent of 2 adults.

Case No. 23.—One-roomed house occupied by husband and wife.
Twin sons aged 8 years. 4 daughters aged 13, 12, 10 and 7
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Bakehouses.

The following bakehouses are upon the Register :—

Occupied factﬂry bakehouses e - 57
(Included in this number are 7 undergruund]

Occupied workshop bakehouses 30
(Included in this number are 4 undergn:mnd]

Bakehouses empty but fit for occupation ... 2

These premises have been systematically inspected, and to
ensure that they have been kept in a state leaving no room for
complaint 723 visits were paid to them. On 64 occasions it was
necessary to draw the attention of the occupiers to small defi-
ciencies, and in the main remedial measures were soon applied.

The usual limewashing was carried out twice during the year,
in April and October. In certain instances limewashing was de-
layed in the earlier months owing to a threatened labour dispute,
but the work was eventually overtaken. Only in one case was it
necessary in terms of Section gg of the Factory and Workshop Act,
1go1, to serve a notice on the occupier of a bakehouse insisting that
the cleansing of internal walls be carried out. The defects dis-
covered generally consisted of dirty floors, dusty walls, improperly
cleaned utensils, accumulations of refuse under fixed tables and
machinery. [t is found that where dough troughs, tray racks, and
such fittings are of a mobile type, there is little at which one can
cavil; more often than not when floors are dirty it is because of
difficulty of thorough cleansing where fittings are of a fixed nature.
One certificate of suitability was granted by the Local Authority
for the underground factory bakehouse situated at No. 35 Victoria
Road.

The Milk and Dairies (Scotland) Acts; and Orders,

Registers.—At the end of the year the Registers stood as
follows :—

Dairymen or Cow-Keepers ... 35
Retail Purveyors of Milk G
made up as under :—

Purveyors from Shops  Sreg gl
Producers (dairymen or cow -l:eep:-:rs!- 35
Purveyors from vans ... 51
Purveyors resident outwith the Cll‘.}' but registered

to purvey milk within it from vans on streets 25

Purveyors from shops or milkhouses together with
YAns on streets ... 46
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Fish Inspection at the Fish Market, Carolina Port.

Only on four occasions was it necessary for certificates to be
granted where fish were submitted for examination and found to
be unfit for human consumption. The decomposed fish comprised
Halibut, g lbs.; Kippers, 126 lbs.; Shrimps, 21 Ibs.; and White
Fillets, 56 lbs.

Taking into consideration the large amount of fish handled at
this market, it is remarkable that such a small quantity should be
found unfit for food. These premises and method of handling
gave rise to no complaint.

Public Health (Meat) Regulations (Scotland) 1932, Article 15.

Three certificates were granted in terms of the above Regula-
tions to persons who sell or offer or expose for sale meat or meat
food products from a cart or other vehicle, etc., approving of the
accommodation used for the storage of the meat, etc.

Public Slaughter-Houses and Dead Meat Market.

The undernoted figures conclusively prove the undoubted
necessity of a thorough inspection of meat intended for human
consumption. With a system such as prevails in Dundee, i.e., the
*“ Clearing House,”" it is well nigh impossible for tainted or dis-
eased meat to reach the table of the consumer. Under this
arrangement it is compulsory for all meat to be thoroughly ex-
amined before it is allowed out for the purpose of sale by retail.

The meat found to be unfit for human consumption and con-
demned at the Public Slaughter-Houses during the year is as
follows :(—

Number of Animals Weight (in Ibs.)
Class of Wholly Partially of condemned
Animals Slaughtered Condemned Condemned meat and offals
CAtElE 13,714 184 4,778 200,272
Sheep, ..... PR 26,66 31 2,352 2,040
| o S P 3,993 22 285 8,411

There are no Private Slaughter-Houses within the boundaries
of the City.
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consideration should now be given to promulgate Regulations
governing the places where foodstuffs may be stored and requiring
the Registration of such premises with the Local Authority. Were
such an enactment in force, it would be a simple matter to keep
track of these places and at the same time have better and stronger
powers in ensuring that the storage of foodstuffs at all times was
conducted on hygienic lines. ;

Merchandise Marks Act, 1926, and Agricultural Produce (Grading
and Marking) Act, 1928, Etc.

During the vear, 38z visits were paid to shops, etc., through-
out the city to ensure that the marking of the various articles of
produce offered for sale was carried out in accordance with the
many Orders and Regulations made in terms of these Acts.

In one case it was discovered that butter of a Swedish origin
was being wrapped in packets bearing the inscription, ** Danish.”’
The excuse given was to the effect that properly stamped wrappers
were not to hand, and those marked ** Danish '" were used tem-
porarilv.  This practice being in contravention of No. 1 Order,
1932, was immediately stopped and the sale of the butter with-
drawn until properly stamped wrappers were forthcoming from
the Company’s Head Office.

Periodically, tomatoes offered for sale in the open market
place are unticketed, but on approach of the Inspectors little or no
time is lost in having the matter rectified.

Generally, however, the terms of the various Orders have been
carried out in a satisfactory manner.

Rag Flock Acts, 1911-1928,

During the year four samples of Rag Flock were taken in the
premises of bedding factories, etc., and submitted to the Public
Analyst, who reported on the samples as under :—

One sample yielded ... 6.00 parts
One sample yielded ... 8.87 parts
One sample vielded .. 20.59 parts
One sample yielded ... 120.00 parts

In three cases the maximum standard of 30 parts Chlorine per
100,000 parts flock was not exceeded.,
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One sample was certified by the Public Analyst to contain go
parts Chlorine in excess to that allowed. The matter was taken
up with the suppliers who communicated with the manufacturers
on the subject. This firm, whose works are ideally situzted along-
side a river where a plentiful supply of water is available, intimated
that owing to a scarcity at that time of ‘* Linsey *’ Rags (a rag
said to be of a high quality) they were compelled to accept along
with their usual grade, rags of an inferior quality and of foreign
‘origin,

In these circumstances the matter was not reported to the
Procurator Fiscal, but we insisted that the whole consignment of
rags affected be returned to the manufacturers forthwith, and this
was done.

The Public Health (Preservatives, Etc., in Food) Regulations
(Scotland) 1925 to 1927.

MINCE.—24 official samples were purchased during the
year, and of these 6 were found to contain an excess of preserva-
tive to that allowed by the regulations, i.e., 450 parts preservativc
per million parts butcher meat and that only during the months
June, July, August and September.,

In two cases where the excess preservative amounted to only
30 and 38 parts respectively warnings were deemed to be sufficient,
and in the remaining 4 cases, where the amounts varied from 364
parts to 620 parts in excess, Court proceedings were instituted with
results as follows :—

One was fined £1 10s;
Two were each fined £2; and
One was fined £4.

SAUSAGES.—Of the 15 official samples of Sausages sub-
mitted for analysis, 2 (including one Lorne Sausage) were returned
as containing added preservative in excess to that allowed. In
both instances the matter was reported to the Procurator Fiscal
and fines were inflicted on the offenders of £1 and 42 respectively.

We are unwilling to believe that in cases of this description the
addition of excessive quantities of Preservative has been of a de-
liberate nature; rather do we suppose it is more by ignorance of
the article in use that cases of this nature occur, although no
doubt there will always be exceptions to the rule. Nevertheless,
traders must be made to realise that the unrestricted use of pre-
servative is not in the interests of the health of the community, and
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A sample purchased as Ground Cinnamon was returned by the
Analyst as ‘“ Mixed Spices.”” A warning in this case was deemed
sufficient.

Details concerning the samples of sausages and mince returned
as adulterated will be found in the part of this Report headed
*“ The Public Health (Preservatives, Etc., in Food) Regulations
(Scotland), 1925 to 1g27."’

Two test samples of Ground Cinnamon on analysis were found
to be in excess of the arbitrary standard of 2 per cent. of sand or
silicious matter—by g.23 per cent. and 8.g4 per cent. respectively.
On representations by this Department, the sale of the consign-
ment concerned was suspended, and after the retailer had com-
municated with the manufacturers the unsold stock was returned.

A sample of lodine of the type commonly sold amongst the
small traders and put up on an attractive display carton was re-
ported to contain z.20 per cent. W/V of lodine, thus being .23
per cent. Jodine W/V below the B.P. limits of 2.459% to 2.55%. The
matter was taken up with the manufacturers, who investigated the
deficiency which was attributed to evaporation caused by an in-
ferior type of cork used. The remaining bottles of lodine were
returned to the manufacturers.

Margarine, Etc.—426 inspections were made to the various
shops or premises in the City where Margarine, Margarine Cheese,
or Milk Blended Butter were offered for sale.

Wholesale Dealers.—At the end of the year the premises
registered where the business of a Wholesale Dealer in Margarine,
Margarine Cheese, or Milk Blended Butter is carried on numbered

40.

Re-Worked Butter.—Five factories—all duly registered—
where by way of trade, butter is blended or re-worked, were found
to be suitable and satisfactory. Seven samples of Re-Worked
Butter were taken during the year and certified by the Public
Analyst to conform to the Statute.

Methylated Spirits and Cheap Perfumes.

Dundee, like other large cities in Scotland, has its quota of
drinkers of Methylated Spirits or of cheap Perfumes and their
admixture with low-priced wines, commonly known as *‘ Red
Biddy.”" Unquestionably the drinking of this ‘‘ Fire Water "
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Jams and Jellies.—12 samples were examined and found to
conform to the Food Manufacturers' Federation’s Standards.
They also conformed to the Preservatives Regulations.

Sardines and Bristling.—14 samples were examined for Lead
and other metals; only slight traces were found in three of the
samples.

Cream.—6 samples were submitted for analysis; one sample
was found to be artificially coloured with Annatto which was ac-
cordingly reported as a contravention.

Tincture of Iodine.—4 samples. One sample contained only
2.20 per cent. of lodine, which is o.25 per cent. below the B.P.
Standard. This sample was reported deficient.

Rag Flock.—4 samples. One sample contained 120 parts of
Chlorine per 100,000 parts of Flock, being go parts per 100,000
in excess of the maximum amount permitted by the Rag Flock
Act.

Standards and Definition of Food, Etc.

The Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act, 1928, consolidated
the then existing law, but it did not overcome difficulties arising
from the omission of several desirable and necessary provisions in
previous legislation,

Definitions and standards are confined to a few articles
such as Condensed Milk, Dried Milk, Butter and Margarine, but
generally speaking there are no standards for the amounts of
foreign substances frequently found in articles of food.

This matter is at present being considered by a Departmental
Committee appointed by the Minister of Health and the Secretary
of State for Scotland. Their recommendations as to what altera-
tions in the law are advisable are being anxiously awaited by all
connected with the Administration of the Food and Drugs Acts."’

Milk for Bacteriological Examination,

Samples were purchased or taken for Bacteriological exami-
nation as follows :—
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Smoke Nuisance.

46 observations were made of chimneys where excessive
smoke was being emitted into the atmosphere. In 3o cases it was
necessary for warning letters to be sent to the occupiers of the
various factories and premises concerned.

Complaint was made by the occupier of a recently erected
dwelling-house in the Lochee district that smoke from the chimney
of a plant adjoining was entering the house and causing nuisance
therein, Dissatisfied with the progress made by this Department
towards the abatement of the nuisance, the complaint was put into
the hands of the Department of Health for Scotland, and became
the subject of much correspondence.  While the amount and
density of the smoke emitted from this chimney was such that a
charge of nuisance created by excessive smoke emission could not
be laid against it, the position of the chimney was such that with
a wind from a certain direction the smoke found its way into the
house of the complainer. Accordingly we recommended an ex-
tension to the chimney so that the passage of the smoke would
be overhead and not in line with the dwelling. Eventually this was
satisfactorily accomplished, and since that time no further com-
plaints have arisen thereon.

There is no doubt, in these times of enlightenment, that the
nuisance caused by lading the atmosphere with unconsumed carbon
—for that is what smoke is—could in a greater degree be mini-
mised. In manufacturing plants the greater use of appliances now
available for the prevention of smoke and their proper manipula-
tion in an intelligent manner would tend to the reduction of the
smoke pall from this direction.

It is not wholly the works chimney to which we ascribe this
nuisance; in an equal degree at least, it applies also to the chimney
of the dwelling house. Here, however, while proper attention to
stoking would benefit, the question could not be solved this way
even if all householders were to be thoroughly educated in that
direction. Rather does the solution lie in the restriction of the
use of the open fire—or when used the employment of coal which
has formerly been treated by carbonisation or other method—and
the popularising of the use of gas and electrical heating apparatus.
In this direction, so far as the dwelling house is concerned, lies
the ** cure to the disease.’”” When we take into consideration the
fact that coal (or Raw Stone Coal) has been the principal com-
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45 complaints were received at the office during the yvear mainly
in regard to shops being kept open beyond the permitted hours,
and in this respect the business of hairdresser was again to the
fore. With the continued demand and additional features applying
to this class of trade so far as relating to tonsorial efforts in the
feminine section, some of which means the *‘ patient ' or patron
(whichever way you look at it) being in the hands of the hair-
dresser for a few hours at one sitting, it is fairly common for
appointments to be made with clients fixing such times within the
prescribed hours when the shops can remain open, but requiring the
continuation of the work beyond the statutory closing hour behind
closed doors. By Section (2) of the local Barbers’ and Hair-
dressers’ Closing Order the following is enacted :—

** All shops to which this Order applies shall be closed for,
serving customers on the several days of the week at and
after the following hours respectively, viz. —Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, at 8 p.m. ; Wednesday,
weekly half-holiday, at 1 p.m."’

while Section 1 Sub-Section 3 of the Act of 1928 reads, infer alia,

* Nothing in this Act or in any closing order made under
the principal Act shall prevent—

(a) The serving of a customer where it is proved that the
customer was in the shop before the closing hour, or that rea-
sonable grounds existed for believing that the article supplied
after the closing hour to a customer was required in the case
of illness.””

By the latter it is quite in order to serve a customer who was
in the shop prior to the closing hour, but in cases where the service
embraces a period of hours, there can be little doubt that while the
shopkeepers concerned are keeping within the ** letter of the law "’
they are far from maintaining the ‘‘ spirit ** of it. There would
appear, therefore, to be some need for a prescribed measure stat-
ing a period beyond the closing hours when assistants could not be
emploved.

The position in regard to shop assistants’ weekly half-holiday
and evening closing hours during the period at Christmas and
New Year time was again brought to the notice of shopkeepers by
means of a circular letter issued by this Department. In Scotland
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Port Inspection.

During the year ended 31st December, 1933, the number of
ships arriving at the Port was 1019, being an increase over the pre-
vious year of 8o. 326 were from Foreign Ports—23 more than
last year—and to them 642 visits were made. The number of
vessels arriving direct from Foreign Ports was 127, while 199
called at Ports in this Country before arriving at Dundee. 100
vessels were from Infected Ports, 13 direct and 87 indirect.

The cargoes consisted of Jute, Gunnies, Linseed and Oilcake
from India; Esparto Grass, Phosphates, Pyrites, Cork and Oilcake
from Mediterranean Ports; Timber, Flax, Paper, and Slates from
Baltic Ports; Fancy Goods, Fertilizers, Moss Litter, Steel and Iron
Bars and Electric Cables from other Continental Ports ; Foodstuffs,
Pitch, Ochre, etc., from North American Ports; and Crude Oil
and Sugar from West Indies. Two of the sugar cargoes were
old crop, and the bags, in a semi-rotten condition, gave way when
handled. Several large cargoes of Crude Oil arrived during the
year. This Oil is pumped from the ship by way of flexible tubing
fixed to a permanent pipe laid to the works, thus preventing nui-
sance caused by oil escaping on to the surface of the water.

Nuisances.—Inspection of vessels revealed 282 nuisances and
defects, all of which received attention immediately they were
brought to the notice of the Chief Officers concerned. The nature
of the complaints will be found in tabular form at the end of this
Report. There was no outstanding nuisance or defect.

An unusual visitation which caused considerable interest was
the presence of Scorpions on board an Indian Trader. About 20
of these pests were caught and handed over to the University Col-
lege Authorities for research purposes. The holds of this ship
were also heavily infested with cockroaches, but as it was to proceed
direct to Middlesbrough for fumigation no local action was taken.

Deratisation.—Deratisation Exemption Certificates were
1ssued in respect of 21 ships which on inspection were found to be
free of rats, or where the number of rats was kept at a minimum by
efforts of the crew.

The sheds, warehouses and other premises within the Docks
area provide good harbourage and feeding ground for rats, and
only constant action by the responsible staff of the Harbour
Trustees will produce satisfactory results,












