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INTRODUCTION

1952 was a good year. ‘The birth rate, which had been falling steadlly since the paak
Fear 1948, thls year showed a sllght Improvement, and the infantile mortallty rate was only
slightly above the record year 1948, The death raie too was only slightly sbove the record year
which was alsp 19448,

Infectlious disease was at a low level, and although scarlet fever showed a slight increass
Almilar to that of Last year, this was still less then & [Ifth of the peak year 1933, For cthe
fifth year in succession no case of diphtheria occurred In the County. For thé first time since
the epidemic In 1947, no case of poliomyelitis occurred. The number of néw confirmed cases of

1imp fuberculoals however shows no sign of falling the flgure remalning at the post war
level of =& S0% INCrease over pre-war averages; DUt there was a further markKed drop in the number
Of deaths from respiratory tuberculosls, the number belng half that of 13st year and 4 gquarter
of prewar experience.

| The spacial review of the services provided by thé County Council under Part III of the
Hational Health Service (Bcotland) Act. 1847, called for this year by the Secretary of State, 1s

ncluded In this Report. It covers the first five yeara' experience, and sets out the posttion
in detall. With the introduction this year of the new Domestic Help Schems, all the basie
requirements of the Act are now implemented. The Schemes are working well, and 1t can be sald
that the County Council is interprecing 1%s responsibilities as Local Heal th Authoricy in the

| spirit as well &8 the latter of the Act.

| Co-operation with other branches of the Hational Health Service is on an informal

| friendly besis which has proved very satlsfactory in practice. There 1s still, however, an

unduly long waiting period for the aimission of tonsil cases, and in spite of the provision of
additional beds for chronic sick cases, the increasing demand for these still leaves the

~oneé of acute shortage.

_ The scheme of modernisation of Cull-an-Deralch was completed during the year, and the new
snall Eventlde Home at 5t John's Mount, Dunblane, was opencd towards the end of the year. One
further voluntary home wes added to the 11st of those at which assisténce towards the cost of
malntenance of residents may De paid by the County Councll. Tals is a very valuable arrange-
ent, wiilch 1t is hoped will encourage the provislon of further voluntary homes for old people

| the . Hoapital accommodation for chromle sick continued to be provided on Dehalf of
 Hospital Board at the two larger County Counell Homes, an arrangement which is
atlafactory to all eoncerned.
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@ velopeents shich took place during the year, however, should help very consider-
ir the welfare of old people In the ares. Early i1n the year, the Beglonal
initlated a Regiomal Advisory Committes on the Welfare of the Aged. Its purpose
. fully co-ordinated and comprehensive service for old people throughout the Reglom,
8 task has been o prepare & foll survey of the present resources with a detalled
0f the further developments necessary. Towards the end of the year, the County
SpaEnTed 4 meeting of all organigationsg lnterested in the welfare of old people, &t
Oounty 0ld Peopie’s HWelfare Committes was Sel up. e maln purpose of this Commitiee
Stlmilate the fomarion of voluntary local Old Pecple’s Welfare Cormittees throughout the
¥ 8nd already, considerable success has been achleved.
e work of the Children's Department 18 steadily Increasing.  The adminlstrative

ELgement whereby the Children's Departmsnt 1s an integral part of the County Health Department,
_Ben & very satlsfacLory one, with advantages all round.  Increasing attention is being
'paid to the preventive side of child care, work in which the close association of the Children's
Officer with the District Kurse and the School Medical Staff is proving inveluable. Tne figures
Aven In the Report show only the bare bones of the work being dene, and there is no doubt that
Ve years' erperience has amply jJustified the provisions contalned in the Chiidren's Act, 1948.
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ALl the routine work of the general Public Health Service has baen malntalned. Al though
00 progress was made on the proposed Turret Reglonal Water Schame, further extenslons of the
glonal reticulations were made. Jatisfaclory progress was mede with new sewage schemes and
ith improvement of existing schemes. Considerable progress was made with housing, and
{altogether S52 new houses wore completed durlng 1952 by the various housing authorities in the















SPECIAL REVIEW OF SERVICES UNDER PART 111 OF THE
MATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE (SCOTLAND] ACT, 1sa7

e Secretary of State has called for a speclal report thls year on the implementation of
the County Counell's dutles under the Mationsl Health Service (Scotland) Act, 1947, and this Is
set out below Iln the form prescribed by D.H.5 Cireular 58752

i. Adsinistration. The responsibllicies of the County Health Department have bDeen conslderably
widened to cope with the legislstive changes which Cook effech an 5/7/48. As & result, the
Ccounty Health and Welfare Department now includes Oeneral Publle Health, School Health, Welfare,
Children and Sanltary Departments, under the general adsinistrative control of the County 3
Madieal Officer of Health. This arrangément has run very ssoothly and having Deen characCerised
by good Ceam work Throughout, lialson betwsen the different sectlons has presented no difficulty
whaktever. Experience of the last four and a half years has shown that the comblned Department
is a very satisfactory arrangement for this area. Staff detalls are shown in the appendiz.

2, Co-ordination and co-operation with other parts of the National Wealth Service.  Since
Act chose to split che Matlonal Health Service Into three administratively watertight comp ]
ments, some means of co-ordinating effort towards the common goal is ob¥lously essentlal,

formal co-ordinating machinery has 50 far been 58T Up in the arsd. ‘This perhaps Das Dodn
merciful dispensation, since good relationships cannot be Imposed from above. Moo mﬁt -
co-ordinating machinery will be required in order to deal with larges matters of polley in in whi
morfa than one Sectlon of the service 18 Involved, tut in the early stages Individual .nrll'blﬂ
are best dealt with by the establishment of good personal relationships, In which this area
been exceedingly fortanate.

{a) The Executive Council. There Is & direct reletionship between the County Cou
and the Execitive Council whiech Inecludes slx members appolnted by the County Council from C
members of the Fealth snd Wellare CcemlCTee. The [Irst Chalrman of the Exscubive
the late County Clerk. Hls successor [s a general medlcal practitlioneér wio 15 also a
the County Council's Health and Welfare Committee. The Clerk ©o the Executive Councll 1s a
former member of the County Council staff. The County Health Depariment has a leng tradition
of good relatlonship with general medical practitloners, and the County Medical {Irw i
alected member of the Local Medleal Commlttee, of which he acts as Honorary SecPeCary, 5
background 1t will be appreclated that 1t has been easy to secure the fallest mpﬂrﬁn iy
Detween the County Councll and the Exesutive Council. rs

(1) The Reglonal Hospital Board and Boards of Management.  There 18 no dlrect re
ship Detween the Jounty Council and the Reglonal Hospital Board, and ab present mo men
County Health and Welfare Committee 15 also a member of the Board itself. There a
members of the Committes who are alzo members of the various bBoards of Managsment.
Medical Orfficer was a member of the orlginal Board of Management of the Pirmu
Hospl tal 5. Tnls Board Das now Deen reoT@anised to inelude Bridge of Eam

Chalrman of the new Boand 1s a former County Medical Officer. It will be geen, mnm ﬂl 11
4t Board of Managemeni level, the Interest of the County Council as local health authority 1s
indirectly represented. :

Reglonal Boards, by the nature of the task entrasted to them, are naturally lhﬁrﬁﬁ"ﬁ
the maintenance and development of the hospital and speclallst services, both of wnl \
primarily concerned with treatmant. For this they hawe a wealth of speclalist advi
Lo thém, malnly from fell meémbérs of the Hospiltal Board orF Boards of Hanagement.
soclal condltlons which directly affect the work of the Boards, and on the prevan
which ought o be the keystone of the whole Service, s not s0 readily avallable, .'n.qhgﬂ:'.!
Becanse of the wide varlations even within the Feglon, It 15 suggested that md&:wﬂl
find of szome value The advice of the loecal Medical Offlcer of Heelth, preferably s
attendance In an advisory capacify at meetings of the Board and its sppropriate commibee

Relationships with the Semlor Administrative Medieal Officer of the Reglonzl Board,
former Medical Officer of Health of Perth City, and with the other members of the sdminis
ataff both of the Hospltal Board and the Boards of Management have Deen very cordial and °
full co-operation exlsts.

The County Council continued to adalnlster the transferred hospltals for a short
on an agency basis, but the Council continues toprovide a number of services on behalf of
Soard. The Orthopaedic Scheme, which had graduelly been Duilt up over a period of years To
high efficlency continues to be administered within the framework of the County Health Depart-
ment, 88 are the gpeciallst Eye and E.N.T. clinics for coildren, all of whlch are Dased ﬂ the
School (linlc at County Offlices. 'The County Councll contimues to provide on bDshalf of
Reglonal Hosplital Board chronie sick beds st their two Institutions, Strathearn Home.
Juchterarder, and Oull-en-Daraich, Ballinluig boch of mhich have Deen extensively modernised
since 1848. It wIll readlly be appreclated that this arrangement 1s of mutual advantage In
deallng with some of the problems whlch are assoclated with e care of old peopla. A
natal clinic is conducted in Perth on a4 jolnt bDasla Detween the COURCY -'n,d. City and the Rep!
Board. On the other hand, the Board's Area Tuberculosis Physleclan carries out on behalf of
Jounty Council all the wberculosis preventive work. These arrangemenis are discussed ].,u.tlr
*thls Report.

{c) Hospltals, ‘The loss of the hospitals, and particularly the COUnty Fevar ﬂmlmj
15 regretted. Although 1t 1= appreclated that the concentration of all fever cases in the
Reglon Inte one hospital at Dundee has definlte advantages, particularly In freeing hospital 1
accommodation for other deairable purposes, this policy alsp has [ts digadventages. Hﬂm
from this srea have to be transported over very long distances, which relatives find wery in
venlent when visiting  The Medical Orficer of Hedlth, reponsible for all the epldemlologle
fleld work end acting as Consultant In Infectious Disease in his area, has no longer any Deds
under nils control. He l2 therefore no longer In dally touch with the clinical aspects of
irh!l'e:l::wa. dizeass, and has lost the Dase from which much of the epldemiological work was
ormerly done.



‘The two principal hospitals in the area provide the Medical Officer of Health with weekly
discharge llsts of patlents aged 0-1E years and 85 years and over. These 11sCs show the pro-
vislonal disgnosis and where 1t appears appropriate on the imformation avallable, cases are
referred to the Districl Wursea for follow up. It 15 suggested thal more preclse Information,
in the shape of copies of dlscharge reports, would provideé a more zatisfactory Dasls for
selectlon. Direct reference by the hospltals to the District Murses for followup or for soclal
‘Information 15 used only o a very llmited extent.

. At pregent the Local Authority medical staff take no part in hospltal treatment. It has

‘Suggested Lo the Reglonal Hospltal Board that it would be of mutusl edvantage if the

cal Officers could undertake work In the children's wards on an exchange basis

_ As alresdy noted, the County Councll provides on behalf of the Reglonal Hospital Boarg,

chronic slck cagses at 1ts two maln Residential Homes  Both groups of cases, chronle

d residentlal, consist malnly of elderly pecple who do not take Kindly to changes. It is

ntags, therefore, to be able Co transfer cases in Doth directicns within the same

o It 1s unfortimate, however, that & financlal dlstinction must be drawn between the
two Ero and 1t must be very bewlldering Lo an old person to find that when In a slck bed no

i rge is made but when he Decomes g 1itLle betier and is transferred Lo resldential accommoda-

ogr, he has to pay

neral Practlitioners. Although the relaclonship betwsen General Medical

8F8 and the County Health Department 1san excellent one, polnts of contact between the
practitioner and the Medical Officer of Health have been conslderably reduced. The
ItAcTs over the disgnosls and disposal of cases of Infectious dlsease and the old
Officer system gave an intimacy which ls now absent. Practibioners continue to
ificates In mental cages at the instance of the Authorised Offlcers and alss CATY
medlcal visits. ‘The local practiCioners who provide medical care for the chronlc
e bwo County Councll Aomes at the Instance of the Reglional Pospital Board also
Officer of Health in the day o day adminlstratlion of the Homes.

» & Very close sssoclztion between the Ogneral Practizloners and the
since for home Mirsing and midwifery the nurses work directly under the

e family doctor. Apart from ong or [wo lnstances where LU 1s felt that the
Raks moTe use of the services of the District Nurse, Murses and Doctors work

sErict Wursing Service., This ares was fortumate in that prier to the appolnted
£ County was covered by a well organised and efficlent Dstrlet Buraing Service,
£0 undertaking Public Health dutles. By agreements with the tndividual

_And the Federatlon, the general arrangements have contlimued, but the Nurses
Ehe comtrol of the County Medical Officer and the County Superintendent
Since 1948, a number of agreements have lapsed =nd less than Ralf of the
take part in the service.
rict Wurses carry out all nuraing dutles In thelr ares - home nursing, midwifery,
ting, school nursing etc. Two nurses sre stationed al Alyth, Blalrgowrie, Crleff
_the other nurses are in single-nurse dlstricts. Of the 47 nurses In
g.ﬁmr_nn Queen's Nurses, but only a fifth have the Health Visltor Certificate.
befors lomg a combined tralning will become available as It 1s essentlal In an
Ehat the Distriet Nurse should have both the Queen's and the Health Yisitor's

& year, local one day refresher courses are provided for the District Murses, and
-4l In the area have been very genorcus In giving thelr services as lecturers.
. been found most valuable, nol only asameans of keeping the murses up to date,
 welding the servlce together as a smooth workIDg unit.
rags’ mOnthly returns, 1t IS apparent that the case load ls very uneven.
Jus! between Districts should even ocut the work without an Increase In staff
E] me and probably Blalrgowrle where sdditlonmal nurses will be regaired.
i FENgements are In force whereby a nurse from & Lignter district glves
LET ome, and Dlstricts are palred for off duty, and in the majorlty of cases

No maide To the Local Health Authorlty servilces has been issued.  Full

 all these services has been provided to DISCrict Nurses, who each have a

r this purpose, and the information ls kept up to date.  Coples of all Inform

issued Lo Disctrict Murses are also supplied to the general medical practitlonsrs

The Hospital Almoners and Lhe Asslstance Board frequently refer cases Lo the
Tt in practlce 1T has been found that If the doctors and bhe district nurses

srlﬂ. fall publicliy ls asaared.

Staff. This has already been referred to In earlier paragraphs, but & speclal
In ferce In the School Health Service. Tne medical staff of Perth 21ty now
_the routine medical inspectlons ete. in City schools, and for this purpose the medical
£11 ' Bealth of the City acls as Deputy Medical Officer for City Schools. The City
Ing stalf undertake mursing dutles in the City Schools, one Health Visltor Deing seconded to
gut this work along with the County Council's full-time School Nurse.

;_ﬁj Cars of Expectant and Nursing Mothers and of Children under Schoo! Age.

! ~ (a) Expectant and Mursing Mothers. The maln responsibllity for the care of this group

| 13 In the hands of the District Nurses, acting either as mldwives or as Health Visltors,

3 nding on whether the case has been bocked for domicilliary or hospitsl confingsent. Standard
TernItY outfits are issucd through the DIstrict Wurses. Mo speciallst cllinlcs are provided

n the County but sre available either at Perth or Stirling. 1In a few cases, under local

Angement, the District Murse assists the doctor atante-natal sesslons In the doctor's surgery.
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~ Only two of the forty-seven nurses In Districts have not had the Quean's tralnlng and
only Queen's Murses are appolnted for all vacaneies.  The Councy Councll makes per capita pay-
menks To the Queen's Institute In respect of District training.

‘B. Domestic MWelp. For the first few years, the County Council contributed to the c0st of
*mﬂm; 4 domestlic help in suiteble cases, but the County Councll has now adopted the standard
‘scheme for providing domestic help. Mo full Cime Helps are employed, and 1t has not been
Ihmmt te compile a rezlater of part-time helps. Helps are recrulted locally as required,
 throngh the Mstrieoc Murses. 50 far the peeds of sll approved ceses have Déan met, end
¥ & 115C 12 belng complled of women who though not willing to reglster as a part-time
are willing ©o act when requested. The Helps are employed and paid by the County Council,
tl'.i recovery of such portioa of the cost in 4ccoTdance with an agreod geal g e
of cases are elderly persons, & fair proporticn being chronic sick cases awaiting
to hespital. The other maln types of cases are tuberculosls cases and conflnement

'Iniﬂn and lmmunisation. Al our publicley for vaccination and immunfsation 1s
through the District Nurses. Every slx months flgures are obtalned from each

the results tabulated for all districts, expressed as percentages of pre-school children
d and immunised- These lists are then issued to all District Nurses, &nd 1t has been
the competltive element thus Intrdoduced has rendered all other forms of publielty

. The llsts are lssued €o all Zeneral practitloners at the same time.  This Systen
1847, when only approximately S0% of pre-school children were belng Immunised

‘ 1 Within a year the figure had gone up to 75% and has now reached 7% ko
.ﬂ.'lﬂ_ru:ma ‘at sll have occurred In the County for over five years. AC [irst the nurses’
were concenfrafed on imminisation. Last year over B0F of school entrants had Deen

ted, DUt recent figures chow a falling off in the pereentage of childran aged less than

EE: ‘who hul ‘besn vacclnated, and the nurses' efforts heve now been extended to include

g dose of diphtheria prophylactic 1s given to school entranta, and nurses are

It will Ge recalled that In the discusslons on the National Health
&l opinion was s0lld In 1ta advice that the preventlon of tuberculosls
ated from ife treatment This advice was disregarded, with the result that
:umm of Health was Laft responsible for preventicn and aftercars, whilst at the
s clinical fuberculosis ataff end his own clinical opportunities were taken away.
“this area the logical solution was to maintaln the stofus guo as far as possible by
for the Area Tuberculosis Physiclan who had formerly been the Deputy County Medical
the prevantive and aftercare work on belialf of the Hedlcal 0fflcer of
ﬂlll ﬂu rest of nls tubercuiosis work, and this arrsngement was approved by the
and the Reglonal Hospltal Board. The arrangencat has worzed wery well and no
[ 28 the Area Tuberculosis Phnyslelan has had sraining snd experience in Public
ntimie to work well. Wnat will happen should the area Tuberculosis Physiclan
tel training and experience ol the curative slde s ancther matter, and one
to be closely watched should Lt arlae.

‘q,uﬂ €5 this It 15 not poasible to second nurses for full time twberculosls
Hurse undertakes the tuberculosiz work in her own District, reporting
 Tubersulosis Physlclan, snd Murses are kept informed of the progress of
rtained at the perlodical examinations by the Fhyslelan. The

& mainceined by the Medlcal Offlcer of Health Dut al) other records ars
Physiclan. Extra nourisheent, chlefly milk. 1s sapplied at the

fea Phiysiclan, In accordance with a pollcy agreed with the Medlcal Offlicer
&8 are llsted by the District Murse at her first visit., and she s directly
ding contacts to attend for éxamination, Including tuberculln testing and
where appropriate. Owver the last few years contact =oTzhas been lntensifled
of ower thres contacts per notlfied pulmonary casa are being lnvestigated.

llneas Generally. The District Hurses provide for the care and aftercare of
M‘M ovl homes. Mursing equipment ia provided on loan ITom e sTock held OF
pented from a central stock of speclal items. Cases selected [rom the
ilsts are reported 10 the DISCrict Murses for aftercare and 1t has already
t Ehis apect 0 the service could be Improved.

n’t Infectious Diseases. There 13 now no Fever Hospltal within the ares. Most of
iy cases go to Dundee, but the Kinross cages g0 to Dunfermlline and the Western District
_©o 8Eirling.  The incldence of infectious disease has been low during the period and
les have cccurred so that the new hospltal arTan@ements sfill have to be tested. ALl
st3 foT admisslon have so far Dean met.
Hotification of infecticus disease 15 wall carrled out in this area except that the
Iplng cough flgurea are llkely to be sn underestimate. Information of hospltal adelsslons
recelved dally. Most of the laDOPATOTY examinations are carrled out &t Dundes, but
_m from the district around Perth are mainly dealt with at the laboratory at Parth

HMental Heal th
(1} Adainistration

(8) The Health snd Welfars Committee ls responsible to the County Counell for the
tal Health Service
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{b) Mo separate stall 15 employed. ALl the Medical Officers taxe part in the service.
The tao School Medleal Orficers do much of the ssgertalmment of mentsl handicap in school
children, but the County Hedleal Officer usually deals with pre-school cases, and lormal
carcificacions, the second certilicate belng obtalned the family doctor. ‘There are nlne
aily snorizea Officers, statlioned convenlently throu L the County. All except me havehad
conslderable experlance of the work, and the oné recently appointed has had & legal tralning.
Tiere are no Peychilatrle Soclal Workers, Mental Health Workers, and there are no Occupatlion
Cenires.

(¢} Tne advice of the Reglonal Hospital Board Speclallsts In mental 11lness and mental
deflclency 15 freely avallable at thelr Clinies. ‘The new Cllnle conducted Dy the speclalist in
Mental Deflclency has proved o R0st valuable adjuncet To the service. Patlents on trial Iroa
Hental Hoaplcals, or on licence frem Institutions for Hental Defectives are normally supervised
oy e County Hedical Officer sid Welfare Staff, and on occaslan by Discrict NuFses.

50 far 1t hes not proved possible to provide a ¢hild Ouldance Clinic which is badly needed
in tnis ares. A saall number of cases have been provided for at Clinies cutwith the Qounty.

(d) S0 far no dutles heve been delegated to Voluntary Asageclations, and (e) no arrenge
ments have been made for the training of atafl.

[if)] MAccount of work undertaken in the community.

(2] The prevenclve aspect of mental health, for ressons already mentioned, iz 1ittle
devaloped The general advice of the District Marse, who ls nowadays in contact at some Clme or
other with most of the famliles in her dlgtrict, and the timely provision of domestic help may be
playing & part.  KEnown cases of mental 111 health or deficlency ars however kept under review
by the medlecal staff, the District Wurses or the suthorised 0fflcers acting as Kelfare Officers.
In particular elderiy senile cases are regulariy vwiaslted by the District Murses.

(o) Under the Lunacy Act &ll the STATULOTY Qutles are carrled ocut. The mithorlsed
Orricers arrange for certiflication and removal ©o hospltal. They report on the home clroum-
stances of patients belng considered for Liberatlon on trial or for Boarding-out and they carry
out subsequant supervision.  Since e Authorised Offlcers also act as Welfare Officers, Chey
are able to make errengements for the care of property Delonpging fo patlents admlcted to hospleal,
and Lo glve advice regardlng services avallable to patlents residing At homé or UNJdAT cara
outwl th hospltals. The Wel fare Department undertakes The paynent of malntenance allowances and
the provision of clothing on behalf of the Reglonal Hospltal Board in respect of patlents for
whom the Board 1s responsible.

(c) Under the Mental Deficlency Acts sll the staff of the Department co-operate Lo
ascortalning defectives requlring attention. The District Hurses are instructed 0 Teport to
the County Medieal Offlcer all pre-school children on thelr Child Welfare llsts who are not
Raking normal progress, and these cases are followed up by the medical staff.  School children,
reported by doctors, teachers, or found at routine inspection to be backward are also dealt with
by the medlcal stafll and advice ls glven on thelr educational needs. I reported as lnedicable,
subsequent follow up 1ls carrled out by the Distriet Murses, Wel fars Offlcers and Hedlcal SCarff
&5 may be approprlace. Boarded-out cercified cases are visited quarterly, usually by the local
medical practitioners, and at leest half yearly by the Aothorised Officers & number of these
cazes are viszlted ragulacly by the District Hurses. . i

Where a patient's own homeé clircumsteances ars regarded as unsultable, guardlens are found.
These are umually chosen from persons w0 have previcusly successfully acted as geardlans. or
who, after investigation 0y the Authorlsed Orficers, are oconsldered To De sultable.  Knerever
possible, defectives are placed in rural communities, often on small fams or smallheldings,
WHETE Chay <ol Dé USelully anployed within thelr capabllitles oo ocutside or domestle work.  The
angunt of the maintenance allowance varies according to the ciroumstances, snd pockat maney is
glven In the majorlty of cases. Clothing 1s provided as required, and if necessary bedding 1s
alzo supplled. '3

In a scattered area sueh as thls, 1t 18 not considersd practicable to provide ocoupation
CENLres, and no home teaching 1s avellable. ‘The County Council [s however, willing to conslder
cages sultable for tralning, and has agreed to provide training for one case. 0

(iii] General

¥o part of the Act has proved so difflcult o Implement as the sections dealing with
Mental Health. The ismedlate =nd uTgent problems, such &3 certification snd removal to
hospltal, have presented no great diffisulcy, ut in & sense these represant the fallures of the
Hental Heal th Progremme, where prevention especlally 18 hedged round with difficulties. This
service has ©o De carried out in close gpllaboretlon with the School Health and Welflare mﬂﬂi
ind L& herefore obwiously a fleld for Local Health Authoritles.  Staflf, tralned partloularly
In prevention, is wirtoallynon-existent, and it Ls apparent that the whole question of theMental
Health Service will hawve to be reviewed and addiclonal authoritacive goldance given to Local
Health mithoritles.

MEDICAL AND NURSING SERV|CES
The general arrangenents have remained unchanged.

It iz & pleasure to acimowledge the following gifts mage by Nursing Associations to the
County Councll during the years Almondbank - cars [unblane - car and fumishings.

During the year houses for District Nurses were in course of erectlon at Einloch
Rannoch, Einross, Kirimichael, Mathill and Thormhill. It i1z proposed to bulld at Aberfoyls,
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8. FRatz and Mice Destruction. Flve ratcatchers are employed working in two SqUadS. All are
| former employees of Che Depertment of Agrlculture and tratned for the work, particularly In safe
| methods of balt laying which ls essentlial where farm or domestlc animals are concarned,
| The stafl have been Kept fully employed on destructlon work and only a llmited smount of

Sirvey work was possible.  Alvogether 556 vislts of inspectlon were made, Of these 157 were
| for survey purposes (141 premises free of rats, 12 Light Infestations, 4 medium infectatims, .

- The remalning 399 visits concerned Local Authority properties, 80; dwelllng houses, 7%
 business or Industriel premises, 57 agricultural properties, 199, In addition 3 hospitals
- were treated for mice infestation at the request of the Reglonal Hospital Board. Approximately
E-W rats and 400 mice were destroyed. Mole catehlng was carrled out om £ occasions - 4 at
farms and 2 at cemeterles.
 In addicion to the above, A1 inspectlions wers carrled out by the Sanitary Stafr during
the year In connection with complaints regarding rat and mice Infestalions,
- Some use of "Warfarin" was made during the year. This substance appesrs to be palnless
has the advantage that rodents do not become *bait shy®. This polson ls much used by

}, but the only polson officlally recommended by the Minlstry of Agriculture 1s Bed Squill,
Chough the County Staff hewe used Warferm experimencally and found It satisfeEctory there
Ars 0 be some doubt as to whether or not 1t has sn effect on other animals.

sinfestations [apart from Rats and Micel. This heading covers the Lreatment of premises
3¢t Infestations which are often troublesome to The occuplers concerned, Buch Infeata=-
@re nowadays fairly easily dealt with due to the gemeral use of D.D.T. or similar
tances which remaln effective for long periods after application. Thls in effect, means
two or three applications at most sufflce for a badly bug-infested house, whereas formerly
‘& house might requiré regular treatment for mOMths on end.  Two ecases of Llce Infestation
in Ewo seéparate hostels where potato workers from Ireland were temporarily housed, and
satisfactorily dealt with. A case of ant infestatlon arose In an Institution where black
made thelr way from bemeath the ground floor of the bullding to several of the dormitories
caused some 1ittle trouble to Che inmates before they were eradicated. The only cese of bug
On Was In a perfectly cledn house, and Lt was suspected that this was brought into the
| several second-hand articles of furniture purchased by the tenant.
_satlsfactory o note that no case 1nvolving premises where food preparation was
curred during the year.
SummAry of the work carrled out s given below: -

Infeatation caused by
Total Yisita
Fleas | Llce | Beetles | aAnts Haod Bed Wasps
: Worm Bags
a 3 £ - 2 1 4 13 20
- - 1 - - - - 1 2
- -] - - - - - 2 g
= = B 1 = - = 1 8
& 2 ] 1 ] 1 4 17 o4

% Inspections were made in connectlon with 916 alleged nuisances. These Included

200 water supplles, 12 stables and byres, 2 deposits of refuse, 4 overcromiing,

« P amoke, 14 burial grownds snd 199 miscellanscus. All muisances round were
recourse ta official notlces.

complaints mosUly concerned sewer chokages, but In a number of cases concernad

due to chokage of field tiles which have not, as Ls commonly supposed, an

A mumber of the complalnts comcerning water suppllies were due Lomalns scraplng

'Tust depositing In household systems. Only & Douses were concerned In Che 27

houses, but each case took a nunber of visits before conditlons were remedied

11 Tequire to be kept under regular observation. One of the smoke mulsances

T : heating system in a workshop whers sswiust and olly waste was Delng burned.
riel ground complaints concerned the actlvitles of moles snd ranblrs.

hting. Thers are now =4 speclal 1ighting districts within the landward County area.
B8 which came into operation gurlng the year were Kinloch Rannoch, Muckhart and

 The total number of 11ghting points Involved is 1045, of which 975 are gas-rllled Cunzsten
lamps, the remaining 70 being mercury vapour lamps.
ALl systems are controlled by time clocks of the Solar Dial type which automatically
change the time of lighting sccording Lo the season of the year, and require 1ittle attention
‘the reaponisible Lighting 0fficer whoss main dutles are the replacement of broken or burnt

uE bulbs, and generally overseeing the running of the Installation, and ehecking upon the times
of 1ighting and extinguishing of the lamps.
K. The 11ghting schemes generally, although probably short of the standard expscted in large
Eowns or cltles, are considered adequate for thelr purpose and are appreciated by the local
Anhab]tants.

12. Complaints. 218 complalnts were received during the year as compared with 187 in 1951, and
Were dealt with satlsfactorily by the District Inspectors without recourse To formal intimations

ey
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