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COUNTY OF ARGYLL

Annual Report of Medical Officer of Health

for Year ending 3lst December 1953,

Vital Statistics.

The mid-year population of Argyll, according to the Registrar-
Oeneral's estimate was 60,116, The mid-year estimate for 1951, was
61,487 : the Census figure - 1951; April Bth - was 63,270.

The distribution of the population in the County between Burghs and
Landward area is shown in the following table,

Table 1.

Arza Populaticon
Campbeltown Burgh 7,247
Duncon " 5,520
Inveraray . 537
Lochgilphead " 1,239
Oban " &,087
Tcbermory ¥ 708
County Landward ik, 781

Whole County 60,116

Births. Registered live births in Argyll County in 1953, corrected for
mother's residence, numbered 916 (L6B males, LLE females).

There were LB illepitimate births.

The birth rate was 15,2 per 1,000: in 1952 it was 15.5. The general
birth rate in Scotland in 1953 was 17.8.

There were 18 still-births during the year, a rate of 19 per 1,000
total births., The still-birth rate in Scotland as a whole in 1953 was 25.

The following table gives the number of births by Burghs and Landward
Area:

Table 2,

Births
¥ale|Female| Total

Campbeltowm Burgh | 77 68 | 1LS

Area

Dunoeon " &3 63 | 126
Inveraray . 3 7 10
Lochgilphead " T 15 22
Oban i sL| L7 | 101
Tobermory n =t T 12

Landward County 259| 241 | s00
Total County L68| Lh8 | 916

Deaths./
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Deathe by Burghs snd Landwerd area are given in the fnllmnﬂg

table:

In the course of 1953 the Registrar-General published his detailed
analysis of the information about Argyll obtained in the 1951 Census.
There had been no census in 1941, and compariscn of the 1951 figures with

Table 3.
Frrn . Deaths
Hale|Female |Total

Campbeltown Burgh | L3 L7 50
Dunocn 1 69 8L | 153
Inveraray “ h 7 11
Lochgilphead " & 1k 20
Oban Al 34 30 69
Tobermory U 10 g 15
Landward County 2701 253 | 523

Total County Lhi] bLbo | BEL

those of 1931 shows scme marked changes over the 20 years,

Tables, made up from the Registrar-General's figeres, and giving the

principal population figures for the County are given below:

Table l.

Increase

Y Pop;il:atiun Fopulation ﬂecggase

931 1951 PercE"tage
£ 1931
Argyll (whole County) 63,050 63,361 |+ 0.5¢2
Small Burghs 23,045 25,763 | + 11.7%
Landward Mainland 30,18% 29,2 - 2.L%
Landward Insular 9,765 8,156 L= 16.52
Campbeltown B. 6,309 7,172 + 13,68
% Dunoon E. &,780 9,540 + 13,29
‘E Inveraray B. hss 03 | + 10.57
Lochgilphead B. 97k 1,229 | + 26.2%
3 Oban B. 5,759 6,226 | + 8.0%
Tobermory B. 772 693 | - 10.2%
Worth Lorn 5,176 L,102 | - 20.52
South Lorn L, 265 L,287 | + 0.5%
B B d-hrgyl 25 | 5,k [ = LiE
gﬁ Kintyre 8,000 | 5,005 | - L.0%
3 Cowal 7,003 7,961 | + 13.7%
Ardnamurchan 2,108 1,779 | = 15.56%
Mull 2,388 1,961 | - 17.9%
EE Tiree & Coll P L7 1,u298 | - 19,L8
EE Jura & Colonsay © £20 Ug6® | = 20.08
HI Islay L, 8L L,270 | - 1L.1%

¢ Two islands taken together as they constitute together
a Landward District.

separated.

See later table for island figures
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Table 5.
oy b A
A Percentage | Percentage | Percentage
of loc of loca in
Fopulation | Fopulation area
in arei in in ared 1mn in
1931 [ 1951 (1931 1951 [ 1931 | 1951
Argyll (Vhole County) 22,1 {22,y |65y ] 63.5] 12.5 | k.1
Small Burghs 23,1 122.8[65.2]63.8]11.7 |13.L
Landward Mainland ) 21,6 [ 22.1| 65.5 [ 63.61 12,9 [ 1L.3
=LgﬂFuﬁrﬂ Tnsular ) 22.5 62 .0} 15,5
Campbeltown 26,9 | 26.7 |61.9]| 6L.0| 9.2] 5.3
%% Duncen 17.9 | 21.5 [67.7] 61.3 | L. L | 17.2
2 [Toveraray 17.8 | 17.3 | 70.1] 71.h | 12,1 | 11.3
~ | Lochgilphead 22.8|2h.B|62.2] 62.1] 15,0 13.1
d [Oban 22.3 | 20.6 | 66,3 | 67.2| 9.L]12.2
& [Tobermory 32,1 [ 20.0 [ G2.1| 63.3 | 15.5 | 16.7
T
Hnrthl-arn 2.3'1'6‘ lgi? 'E'?lz '6‘6'-!4 .'?IE ]--.]'1-"..:J
E South Lorn 17.5 | 25.0 [70.h ] 61.6] 12,1 ] 13.L
Mid-Argyll 18.9 | 19.7 | 67.1] 67.1| 1L.0 | 13.2
g'ﬁ Kintyre 26,7 | 2h.0 | 63.3] 63.5] 10.0 | 12.5
=| Cowal 19.6 | 21,7 | 66,9 61,5 13.5 | 14,8
Ardnamurchan 15.3 | 23.6 | 62.9] 61.6] 17.8 14.8
g 11l 20.8 | 20.0 | 6L.5 | 8.2 | 1L.7 | 15.8
~| Tiree & Coll 22,5 59.4 18,1
|§ Jura & Colonsay 18,0 | 24,8 | 66,0 59.5 ] 16,0] 15.7 |
Isla;r 23.7 E.’i-h 62.7 | 62.1 l_]'i-é' 1111-5

Table 6.
Population changes in Islands, 1931-19%51,
Population | Population | Increase
i 1931 1951 Decrgase
Islay L, 570 L, 267 - 14,19
Mull 2,503 2,L20 - 16.1%
Tiree 1,LL8 1,216 - 16.0%
Seil 367 287 - 21.8%
Jura 364 258 - 29,1%
Coll 322 210 - 3kL.B%
Luing 312 219 - 29.8%
Lismore 280 151 - 31.8%
Gigha 240 150 - 20.08%
Cclonsay 232 227 - 2.1%
Iona il 173 + 22.7%
Kerrera 79 &0 - 2L.0%
Easdale 78 23 - 70.5%

It will be seen that, while the population of

the County as a whole

has, if anything, risen slightly, within the County the Burghs have gained
substantially, while the Landward areas, except some adjacent to prowing

Burghs, have lost.

The loss is, as we have learned to expect, most
marked in the remoter, especially insular areas.

A separate table shows

the changes in the populations of the inhabited islands, between 1931 and

1951, (Table 6).
In/
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In regard to population structure, it will be seen that in Argyll,
ag & whole, as elsevhere indeed in the United Kingdom, the proportion of
the population constituted by persons of 65 years and clder has risen
noticeably in the last 20 years: and there is every reason to expect, as
the Royal Commizsicn on Population, as well as the Eeveridge Heport
clearly pointed out, that in the next 20 years the rise will be still
more noticeable. This increased proportion is due, of course, to a
nupber of factors, falling birthrate, and emigration, as well as the
better expectation of life of individugls in consequence of improved
standards of working and living environment, and of the greater efficacy
of modern medical and surgical treatments.

This change in pepulation structure confrents the community with an
increased responsibility in the provision of adequate maintenance of
persons past working age, and has led to a clearer recognition, in late
yeara, of the community's task in the alleviation - where alleviation is
feasible - of the hardships caused by the infirmities of e¢ld age. This
Uproblem” is now-a-days constantly being brought to our attentien. It
is important, in this matter, toc keep & sense of proportion, and not to
imagine that, so far as care of individuals in distress goes, the problem
is worse than in fact it is. As a national economic question, it is ne
doubt true that the financing of pension schemes to give "adeguate"
pensions will present increasing difficulties; but relief of physical
disabilities and the provision of one or other form of househcld or
institutional help will not, in terms of money, put any crushing burden
on Local Authorities. Argyll's annual expenses in Part III
Accommodation, and in Domestic Help for old persons, amounted, in 1953 to
Elh,ﬂﬂh.l?. 7. In addition to this, from the national standpoint, there
are the expenses of maintaining old people in hospitals, and the pension
provisions of the National Insurance system.

Demographers label old people - together with other "non-productive"
fractions of the community - as the "burden of dependency", but this is a
misleading description. A great many old people, even if of pensionable
age, have, in the past, in most cases, done years of useful work and have
built up, implicitly if not explicitly, means for their own support.

And thereafter many of them continue for years to play a very useful and
walcome part in the life of the community and the family. Furthermore,
we must be on our guard against talking as if all, or most, elderly
people were decrepit. The Standing Medical Advisory Committee in its
recent report on the “Ageing Population" estimated that in an average
population only about 5% of old people needed Yplaces" in hospitals and
institutions. The rest are in their homes.

These homes are not, however, always suitable. Heal poverty, in
the sense of actual want and malnutrition, is now broadly almost entirely
confined to a section of the elderly population. Moreover, any town
population can show a quite surprising number of old people virtually
marconed, for life, in upstairs flats because, by reascn of heart trouble,
arthritis, giddiness or other disability they cannot "manage" the stairs.
This last is the sort of problem which a Housing Authority, taking its
duties to the health and welfare of the community and of individuals
seriously, should, and can, often alleviate. Rural areas have their own
peculiar difficulties, often contributed to, or created by, dispersal,
isolation, and poor housing. Are we, in Argyll - I am thinking of the
Burghs as well as the Landward areas - doing all we could do in this
field?

Local Authorities have, of course, statutory duties in regard to old
people needing care and attention, short of hospital treatment. It is
not a field for officious stendardised procedures, since individual human
needs, feelings and circumstances are of ipportance in our ideology.
Success will be best achieved by a morimum flexibility and variety of
method. Voluntary bodies, with their more personal touch can do a great
deal, and co-operation between a voluntary body and a Local Authority may
be very valuable and effective. Ve, in Argyll, are feeling our way
rather cautiously (and wisely so, I think) towards suitable selutions
within our eapaecity.

The/
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The loss of population from the remoter areas of the Highlands, shown
clearly by the new Census figures, is, of course, no new development. it
is true that we may say that the population of the County, as a whole, has
not fallen in the last 20 years: but within the County the concentration
towards the Burghs is well marked. Ue have, however, practically no
infermaticn about movements within the County and between the County and
regions furth of Argyll. But comparison of the informaticn about
birthplaces of the inhabitants in 1931 and in 1951 gives us a pointer,

In 1531, 3B8% of the populaticn of the County was found to have been born
outside Argyll (32.1% elsewhere in Scotland, 5.8% cutside Scotland). 1In
1951, the proportion born outside Argyll was Lb2% (3L.2% elsewhere in
Scotland, 7.7% outside Scotland). The difference of L amounts to about
2,500 people. The fall in our landward population in these 20 years is
rather over 2,000, and I do not think we should be far wrong in assuming
= though the facts I have given do not prove it - that the people who have
left the remoter areas are net the pecple in the main who have augmented
the Burgh populations. At the same time, however, it would not be
reasonable to expect, or even to hope, that all persons born in Argyll
should stay there.

Should anything - can anything - be done about this rural
depopulation? If yes, the Local Authorities must surely pley an
important part in doing it. They should have a peculiarly good
knowledge of the special circumstances and potentialities of particular
areas, and they have a moral duty, which their natural patriotism, as
well as their interest in rateable values, will strengthen, to do
everything they can to promote the best use of their own territory by
their own people. Is there, perhaps, something we can do to encourage
people, especially younger people, to make their homes in the rural parts
of the County, without expecting them to tolerate unreascnable hardships
and risks? It is not merely a question of providing a good house., Is
there a reasonsble livelihood, affording the standards of 1ife that we
now-a-days consider essential?

We are all familiar with the stock topics of this debate - housing,
communications, freights, electric power, forestry, and so forth. The
ground has been traversed again and again, and we have had plenty of time,
and material, to make up our minds. It should be said, however, that
even if we come to the conclusion that there is not an adequate livelihood
even for present numbers, that is not a justification for a merely
negative attitude to the whole problem. Sugpestions for at least
mitigating the impoverishment and depopulation that is going on have been
made often enough. Can we honestly say that such suggestions as have
been effered have been seriously considered? The West Highland Survey of
Dr. Fraser Darling and his coadjutors goes into great detail in all
aspects of the problem, and indicates & number of hopeful lines of
development in certain areas. The Report has apparently been pigeon
holed at St. Andrew's House, perhaps pending the Reporting of the Crofting
Commission: but are his suggestions not worth pursuing? If they are not,
should we not try to find ocut why not?

Another line of attack has been promoting light industries. Can
these do something to help? luch work has been put into pilot schemes by
private individuals and public bedies, and their efforts are wvaluable both
as a present solution of some local difficulties, and as an indication of
future pessibilities. Forestry has, of course, comc to be an integral
part of our normal economy, though some of the Forestry communities raise
their owm special difficwltiecs: but Forestry, in addition to providing
full-time employment, can also, it is said, uffer part-time (winter) work
which can be combined with summer crafting in suitable localities. This
kind of part-time work may be valusble. But light industries, intended
to give part-time supplementary employment to crofting communities, do
not seem to me to have a very stable future. If good wages are worth
while part-time, they will be more so whole-time, and my expectation would
be that the part-time agricultural work on the croft, being hard, usually,
and not particularly rewarding in meney terms, would tend to be ncglected.
I think we must face the fact that a cash income, not a produce income, is
becoming more and more essentiel, even in the remotest areas, There are,
admittedly, /
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I turn now to two specific envirommental features of the daily 1life
of the Argyll communities on which the 1951 Census report throws new
light. An important part of the 1951 Census enquiries were those made
in each household regarding home conditions - the availability of piped
water, the provision of water closets, sinks, etc. As in 1%31, too,
data in regard to rooms and numbers per room - primarily to elicit
information about overcrowding - were again obtained in 1951. Ve had
cbtained some infermation about covercrowding from our 193¢ Housing
Survey: but we did not, at that time, collect together and centralise
information sbout house sanitation. Thus the 1951 Census figures on
this subject are important as being the only swmmary of figures that we
hawe for the County as a whole. I have, moreover, through the kindness
of the Registrar-General, had these figures broken down by Hegistration
Districts, of which, there are 62 in the County. Space precludes my
setting out all the details in extense, but I give, further on, a table
(Table 7) showing the number of houses in each registration district
which do not have the most fundamental amenityof the fiwve taken into
account - namely a piped water supply. Ve should be grateful to the
Registrar-General for giving us this information which is undoubtedly of
importance. We are, ourselves, at the present time, endeavouring to get
simplified "Heuwsing Survey" data of much the same sort in one or tuo
localities in Argyll: and the forthecoming Rents and Repairs Bill may
involve further enquiries in this field.

First then in regard to eize of houses.

In 1931, in Argyll as a whole, 1,392 persons (2.L% of all persons
living in private houses) were living in (627) one-room houses
(786 persons in (300) houses in Burghs, 606 persons in (327) houses in
the landward area).

In the same year, 13,066 persons (22,27 of all the persons living in
private houses) were living in (38L3) two-room houses in the County (560%)
persons in (1500) two-room houses in Burghs, 7LS7 persons in (2343) two-
room houses in the landward area).

In 1951, in the County as a whole, 515 persons (0.9%) were living in
(256) one-room houses (328 in (152) one-room houses in Burghs, 187 in
(10L) one-room houses in the landward area).

In the same year, 7,360 persons (12.9%) were living in (28L5) two-
room houses (3713 in (1l403) two-room houses in Burghs, 3,647 in (1L42)
two=room houses in the landward area,

These figures show a substantial improvement.

In regard to OVERCROWDING, this, of course, is a phenomencn which
varies a2 pood deal from year to year and even from month to month: and one
house may vary from ancther a great deal in the degree of harm that may
arise from overcrowding it. It would be almost, but not quite, fair, to
2ay that only in unfit and poor houses where there are children or young
persons is overcrowding a serious matter, urgently calling for remedy by
the Housing Authority.

The 1951 Census shows 7.6% of the population (5¢ of the Burgh
populations, 7% of the landward) - about li,300 people in all - living
more than two to 2 room. In 1931 the corresponding fipure for the County
was 168% (10,620 persons) - 23.1% of the Burgh populations, 15.2% of the
landward. Our County Housing Survey of 1936, though not complete,
suggested that about 25% of the one-room and of the two-room houses in the
County were overcrowded: and that the percentage of houses overcrowded was
worst (about 11%) in Islay, Kintyre, and North Lorn.

In regard to household sanitation and amenitics, the Registrar-General
in this, his first, survey in this field, claszifies provisicn undar five
heads - (i) piped water, (ii) proper cooking facilities, (iii) a kitchen
sink, (iv) a W.C,, and (v) a fixed bath.

A1/
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Districts on Mainland and Islands is given below -

Table 7.

Census 1251. Figures from Registrar-General rcgarling amenities in
houses in frgyll, by Registration Districts.

Tetal }[-?I.JEE!" Hovses
Division | Registration District [‘WMReF|WABAOUE (0,4 Fercentages

Pipec |y o,

Houses Hagﬁr

{a} (b) (a) | (b)
Kilmallie Lh 33 3, | 758 [75%
Ardgour & Kingairloch 59 13 2y | 229 |lag
Strontian 85 38 38 L5F | h5%
Acharacle 108 e L7 | Log !hL3%
W. Ardnamurchan 87 2l 28 | 20% | 32%
Morvern 138 23 1 _155 23%
21| a7k | o202 | 33% ] 308
Kinlochleven 206 1 5 1% | 245
Glencoe & Ballachulich 325 78 09 2L% | 28%
Duror g2 20 | il 24% | h1%
Appin L3 | 25 58 | 17% | Lo% |
LORN Lismore 71 52 £l 3% | T6%
Ardchattan 180 T 63 26% | 35%
Glenorchy & Inishail 15 33 37 | 238 | 25%
é&%é:&f%&
Muckairn 36l hé &7 13% | 183
Kilchrenan & Dalavich 110 5], - 258 | 152 | 23%
Kilmore & Kilbride ¢ Loy 30 Lk 7% | 1%
Kilninver 28 1 2 | 7%
Kilmelfort L7 g 10 | 19% [ 21%
Kilbrandon & Kilchattan | 203 | 126 10 | 625 | 69%

161 | 233 | 288 | 208! 298]

Total houses 2835 | 663 | 830 | 23% IJCF
Craignish T 13 | 177 | 22¢
Kilmartin 125 13 L8 1 20% | 38%
Glassary 128 | k3 | 56 | 33 | L3%
Lochgilphead # 138 35 36 8% | 62
Minard 184 57 65 | 31% | 35%

MR ARG, Inveraray ¢ 106 Lo 52 38% | S0%
North Knapdsle 128 22 30 | 17% | 2Le
South Knapdale a1 i 12 10% | 15%
Kilberry 63 7 18 | 1i% | 29%

Total houses 1313 247 330 19% | 253
Tarbert i Lg2 21 19 h% | L
Kilealmonell S0 L 1 IE | 168
Skipness £ 12 18 20% | 30%
Saddell 207 20 37 o | 18%

KINTYRE Killean & Kilchenzie 192 31 Lo | 153 | 28
Gigha & Cara 55 2h 34 hige | TO%
Campbeltown $ 362 b0 92 17% | 25%
Seuthend 124 16 2l 13% | 204

Total houses 1581 188 291 125 | 18%
Strachur/
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Total |Houses Houses
number |Without| ...~ . | Percentages
Division Registration District of Ei ﬂg e
Houses| (a) {b) (a) | (b)
Strachur 146 13 15 9% | 108
Strathlachlan 62 13 15 21z | 24z
Kilmerich L9 15 19 30% | 36%
Lochgoilhead 171 5 7 3| LE
Kilmn LL7 23 28 5% | 6%
COWAL Dunoon # 799 N 18 £ | 2%
Inverchaclain 30 1} 1 3% 34
Colintraive 51 [} g 16% | 188
Kilmedan 69 11 17 165 | 2L%
Kilfinan 19 35 L5 8% | 10%
Total houses 2208 | 128 17L o% | 8%
_
Fortnahaven 100 73 79 73% | 79%
Kilchoman 223 79 g2 253 | L1g
Kilmeny 15l 63 71 hoi | hég
ISLAY ete, | Bowmore 355 93 103 268 | 308
Kildalton & Oa 329 [0 [ 195 | 26%
Jura 76 22 33 08 | L3z
Colonsay & Oronsay 67 10 12 15% | 18%
Total houses 1300 Lok LE3 31% | 37%
Kilninian & Kilmore 99 Ll L& hig | hés
Tobermory # 1l 1 2 7% | 142
Salen 130 18 26 1h% | 20%
MULL Ulva 30 13 15 L3¢ | 508
Torosay 56 17 21 ot | 371¢
Kinlochspelvie 29 5 g 17% | 317
Kilfinichen & Kilvickeon| 230 119 127 525 55%
ey Total houses ShA 21 26 36% | L23
TIREE 382 221 2658 cis | 702
S i
COLL 70 20 21 297 | 307
== =

¥ Burgh figures not included,

These figures are not impressive. There is nc lack of Aects of
Parliament enabling Local Authorities, in various ways, to promote the
abolition, or at least amelicration, of such disagreeable, if not
positively unhealthy, conditions. And in 1953-L yet another Act, in part
directed to this end, is being added to the Statute Beok. If improvement
in this field is desirable - and surely it is - on grounds of health,
ought we not, perhaps, to try to do rather mere than we are doing, diffieult
though it may be?

We may look with pride at the unusually high proportion of very old
people in this County, and we may notice, with some gratification, that our
freedom from epidemics compares satisfactorily with the records of other
areas, and we may think that the bad effect of poor housing on health is
perhaps liable to be exagperated. But we must alse remember that our
infant mortality rate, and our tuberculosis rate, has not compared so
favourably with those of other rural areas.

I admit that an attempt to prove a direct correlation between these
two rates and our bad housing, besides being exceedingly laborious, would
also probably be unsuccessful. In human bionomics complicating facters,
(5
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often essentially irrelevant, usually prevent the esteblishment of a clear
correlation: and the final statistical statement of probability will
contain so large an element of uncertainty as to be, for practical purposes,
unprefitable. But in this matter, it appears to me that whatever
mathematical expression of probability or improbability might emerge from
such an exercise, common sense tells us that it would be a thoroughly good
thing drastically to reduce the number of insanitary or "subsanitary"
pccupied houses in this County. It is too easy in this matter to adopt,
through long familiarity (I know this for myself at least) an attitude of
resigned fortitude - to the sufferings of others.

The problem of insanitary housing is now among the most urgent health
guestions in the County and it is one in which we must take a sustained,
comprehensive and active interest: this we shall have to do in any case if
wa are to operate the new Rent and Repairs Act, effuctively.

hs part of the general approach toc this question, these figures from
the Registrar Oeneral should be of intereat., They are of course founded
primarily on the statements of the house occupants themselves, and they may
be thought for that reason not to be altogether reliable. As anyone whe
has had any experience of standardised questionnaires knows, a surprising
number of cases always comes to light in the course of the enquiry which
are difficult to fit into pre-determined categories. It is of interest
that in cne area where recently a deor-to-door survey was carried out with
reference to the nature of the water supply, the figure for houses without
water was found in fact to be substantially greater than the total number
of such houses recorded for that area by the Registrar General in 1951,

As a further means of illuminating the background to this problem in
Argyll, I have been preparing from my records a review of the proportion
of first allocations of new County Council houses in recent years made to
applicants classified in the 'Points' lists as living in 'Unfit' houses.
In a review made in this way there are bound to be uncertainties due to
inaccuracies of descripticn or of classification: and results stated in
numerical form are bound to be misleading if important qualifying
considerations are not kept constantly in mind - such as, for instance,
that, in modern housing legislation, the occupancy of an unfit house is
not ﬂm only kind of walid claim fer rehousing. I have thercfore not
thought it appropriate to inelude in this report the schedules, summaries
and tentative conclusicns of this review. I hepe before long 'Ln submit
thies review to the County Council. Meanwhile I shall only say that I am
rather disturbed by the picture which is beginning to emerge.

The new Rent and Repairs Act will bring us to close guarters with this
problem. The key as I see it to the whole situation is to keep clearly in
mind the essential principle that the prime object of local authority housing,
as of other branches of health and environmental services, is the improvement
and the maintenance as improved, of the health of the community. In
comparing alternative proposals, whether in rehousing, in water supplies,
in drainage or anything else where a health issue arises it is important
firet te attempt to gauge the benefits in health to be expected from each
alternative. When these comparisons have been made, it is ressonable,
then, to proceed to the secondary steps - what, for instance, we may
nuna:l.dar a reasonable expense for the health benefits which we new anvisage,
To do all this will almost always mcan a laborious collection of data from
individual houses: but if the necessary compariscns cannot be made without
these data, then the laboriocus collection of them must be undertaken, and
the necessary comparisons must be made, befor:c scund decisions ean be
reached. And when decisions are made, they should be made on the basis
of the data.

To say that in these questions it is health considerations that are
of paramount importance is to say that other committees, besides the Health
Committee, exercise important Health functions, The eriginal Health
Committee of the County Council dealt with Housing and Water Suppliss as
wg}l as straight Health questions. But, as the increasing responsibilities
o
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of the Council, and the increasing wvolume of business, made the Health
Committee's agenda more and more unwieldy, it became neceessary to form

ad hec Housing and Water Committees, I have the impressioen that one
result of this has been a certain tendency in these Committees to lose
sight of the fact that it is in its functiens primarily a Health Committee
and not a "business" committee. It is salutary, in the midst of
difficulties and perplexities, to keep this pguiding prineciple firmly in
view. I believe, as I have suggested above, that there should be a
greater degree of integration, or at least of coherence, in the policies
of the various Committees which handle Health issues.

Care of Mothers and Yeung Children (under Scheol Age).

(a) Mothers.

Some general practitioners arrange clinic sessions for their
patients: but even in the Burghs in Argyll it has been found that
additional Local Authority clinics for expectant mothers do not
receive sufficient support to justify continuance. Such clinics
would be difficult to arrange, and would tend to cause fricticn
with local practitioners, whose supervision is normally very

adequate .
(b) Children.

The baby clinics at Campbeltowm and Duncon have been maintained,
but with these exceptions individual pre-schoel child welfare is,
and in an area such as this, must be, in the hands of the local
general practitiener.

(c¢) Dental Serwvice.

Mo specific arrangements for dental servieces to mothers and
young children have hitherto been made by the County Council.
But recently arrangements were made with a dental surgecn in Islay,
and another in Moull, for part-time dental supervision of school
children. This could possibly, when the arrangements are running
smoothly, be extended to expectant mothers and young children, but
as under the National Health Service mothers and young children
already receive free dental treatment, without the basic charge,
such an arrangement is less urgently necessary in areas where any
dental surgeon already practices. It is proposed however to
appoint a County dental officer to provide a service primarily for
school children. In areas with existing practising dental surgeons
it may be advisable for the Health Autherity to make similar

arrangements with these dentists as was done in the Islands of Islay
and Mull.

Midwifery.

The County District Murse Midwives attended 299 births at home in
1553, This is 8 more than in 1952. The recent increase in the maternity
grant for confinements at heme from the National Insurance Fund may
substantially inerease the number of home confinements. It is too carly
as yet to attempt to gauge what this increase may be.

Confinements at home constituted 32% of all confinements occurring
in or transferable to, Argyll,

Of the confinements in hospitals etc. L79 took place in hospitals in
the County (13L in Glencoe, 179 in Craigard, Campbeltown, 166 in Struan
Lodge, Duncon) and 120 in hospitals or institutions furth of Argyil.

The provision of apparatus for amalgesia remains at 11 machines.
Some doctors use their own. In 1953 an apparatus was transferred to
Ar?pnmurnhan from Benderloch (in which area now an apparatus can casily
be
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be borrowed from Oban or Taynuilt for the very few home maternity cases
which oceur there).

Health ‘lfj,ﬂiﬁ' e

Statistics of visits are piven in Form H.5.15. There i= a
considerable overlap between the wvisit fipures piven under Ante-natal
visits in the Domiciliary Midwifery section, and those given under
"Expectant Mothers" in the Health Visiting section.

Health visiting in Rural areas is necessarily a matter largely of
co-operation between the District Nurse and the Doetor, and of the
inmitiative of the Murse herself, rather than an activity centrally
supervised and directed, In the matter of infectious disease and Schoel
Health however the School Mediesd Qfficer and I and my staff are in
constant contact with the Districts. Co-gperation between Nurses and
general practitioners, the Tuberculosis Physician and Sanatorium, and my
department, needs some further development and I hope to make progress
in this field this year so that each Department dealing with some aspect
of Tubsrculosis cases may have up-to-date information as to what the
others have ascertained, or are doing, or propose to do. This is not
very easy in a "Highlands and Islands" area under the new Health Service
arrangement,. In addition to this I should like to have a definite and
workable procedure also in the follow up of B,.C.G. vaccinated cases, and
in the rapid testing of econtacts of known tuberculous cases, But it
will be realised that it is no easy matter either to take a specialised
investigating service to remote areas, or to bring inhabitants of remote
areas to a centre for investigation.

Home sing.

73,00l visits to 6,169 cases were recorded in 1953. A large
proportion I think of the home nursing is of elderly people but I have
not yet found it possible to obtain valid figures as to the exact
Egggﬂrtiana in the various Wursing Districts and in the County as a

E .

Domestic Help.

The Clerks to the Ddstrict Councils and the Councils themsslves
continue to give invaluable service in investigating and meeting local
spplications., This year's returns show that about 50% of the cases
helped were old people. The total cost of the service in 1953 has
been £5,003:13: 9 - money well spent, I am quite convinced.

A table (8) showing the numbers of cases helped and the financial
details by districts is attached.

Vaccination and Immunisation.

With rather more difficulty than I expected, I have succeeded in
obtaining what I think are fairly complete figures about Vaccinations
and Impanisations.,

Table
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Table
District P‘rﬂ-EEhm:rl Sﬂhﬂﬂl

Immunised| % [Vaccinated Immunised| % |Vaccinated| %
Oban 263 | 6B.L 286 7h.5 99l |71.3 glls 67«7
Dunoon LL& B3.8 k31 81.0 1262 |77.2 1132 6943
Campbeltovm 58 10.9 gl 171 10k |T1.7 1010 69,0
Ardnamurchan Lo 32.8 ol bls.2 153 |67.7 158 69,9
Cowal L3 | Bs.7 335 66,2 727 |93.8 566 |73.0
Kintyre 256 | 61.5 291 6949 609 |8L.1 576  |19.5
Lorn 393 | 73.1 31 57 .9 953 |92.8 898 BT .5
Mid-Argyll ME [ T35 355 B2.6 813 |87.3 31 |79.1
Islay 108 C5e3 91 k6.6 500 [72.2 365 52 7
Juﬁgiﬂﬂghg 36 |100.0 36 ]100.0 55 |98.2 3L 6047
Mull 129 | 67.5 123 6l b 266 |85.5 237 76,2
Coll & Tiree 53 L9 .5 56 E2.3 183 |8L4.0 128 56,9

2558 61,7 2L50 61,7 7570 (80.5 £785 72.1
Total number of school children 5L00

Total number of pre-school children

Prevention of Illness, Care and After Care,

3582

I have already mentiened the difficult situation in scattered rural
areas in regard to Tuberculosis control, where a number of agencies or

individuals are now concerned, none of whom can be dispensed with and

between whem there is not always rapid exchange of information as to

It is essential however that a good working
arrangement should be arrived at, and I am going into the whole question

recent developments.

now .

Control of Infectious Disease.

There were no serious epidemics in 1953.

The deubts which I

expressed in my report for 1952 about the possibility of an inadequate
margin of empty beds in Infectious Disease Hoszpitals, to cope with any
sudden outbreaks of infectious disease, have not been realised, and I am
grateful teo the Regional Hespital Board for meeting me in this matter.
The demand in Argyll for hospital beds for general cases, for

tuberculosis, and perhaps most of all for elderly sick people, must I

know make the deliberate retention of empty beds seem a rather heartless

thing,

But some margin, particularly in the epidemic season (early

spring) is really essential, though I would not press for more than the
minimum required for safety.

Tuberculosis.,

Motifications in 1953 were:-

Respiratory

- 3k (18 males; 16 females)(85 in 1952)

Hon-respiratory -

The/

7 { 3 males;

j females)(1S in 1952)
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The age distribution of this year's notifications was:-

Table 10,
Respiratory |MNen-Respiratory
Age Group Tuberculesis |Tuberculesis

Male |Female| Male |Female
Under 5 years 1 - E =

g - 15 years 1 g 2 1
15 - 25 years L b - =
25 - U5 years 3 3 1 3
L5 - 65 years 3 3 = Z
65 and over - 1 Z 5
e - =
| Totals 18 16 3 l |

There were 19 deaths from Tuberculosis, % males and 10 females, a
rate of .32 per 1,000 persons in the County. Last year's rate was
0.23, and that of 1951, O.Lli. The tuberculosis death rate for Scotland
ag a whole in 1953 was 0,26 (respiratory only 0,23).

: Of the 19 deaths, & were first notified as tuberculous cases within
12 months of death.

Mental Health Services.

The arrangements in force are working in a satisfactory manner.
The help we receive at all times from the Superintendent and staff at
tha Argyll & Bute Hospital iz invaluable. TWe alse have a debt of
gratitude to acknowledge to other Hospitals, Clinies and advisers
outslde Argyll, for the help they give us in spscial cases, since we
hava no standing organisation of our own for dealing with these,

HBurseries and Child Minders Regulaticn Act.

There are no Local Autherity or Voluntary Nurseries registered in
Argyll, and no registered "Child Minders",

School Health Service,

The usual Annual Report, covering the year up te 3lst July 1553
was sent to the Department of Health on 1st December 1953,

A part-time school dental service was started in Islay, by
arrangement with the dental surgeon practising there. He also visits
Jura and Colonsay. A similar service was commenced in Mull, but
unfortunately the dental surgeon concernsed decided to give up practice
there, I hope to carry out similar aprangements with his successor
(if there should be ens).

& County Dental Officer has not yet been appeinted.
Port Health Administration.
There has been nothing of active interest to record in this sphere.

Food Supply.

The County Sanitary Inspector's Report covers the chief items of
importance in regard to routine work.

There/
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There have been no outbreaks of milk borne disease, or of food
peisoning, of any note.

During 1953 only one Milk Officer has been in the employment of
the County Council. T am glad to say that it has now been decided to
remedy a state of affairs which made it guite impossible that even the
statutory tests of 'desipgnated' milk preducers, let alone tests,
advice and supervision to any producer requiring these, should be
provided for.

Elagggjerhouses.

The sudden announcement by the Mindistry of Food of its intenticn
to abandon the staffing and cperation of slaughterhouses raises serious
problems and seems peculiarly precipitate (though possibly in the long
run desirable) when consideration of slaughterhouse requirements
generally for Scotland is under discussion in an interdepartmental
Committee. It seems a pity to abandon the present organisation before
we have made up our minds as to what arrangements we need, or want, for
the future. The step being taken by the Ministry will force Local
Authorities to take over a set-up which the existence of this Committee
shows to have being regarded, at least in some quarters, as unsatisfactory.

Naticnal Assistance Act.

"Part ITII" Accommodation is provided in Oban (Dalintart), in Islay
(Gortanvogie) and at Campbeltown (Witchburn House) - all premises under
the contreol of the Regional Hoszpital Board. It is difficult to say
whether or not this accommodation is really adequate. FRequests for
Part III accommodation for elderly persons would probably be greater if
there were more accormodation available, in different areas. Such
additional places will be provided when the Eventide Home in Oban is
opened, and if and when the County Council's proposed arrangement with
the Glaspow and West of Scotland Convalescent Seaside Home in Duncon
comes into operation. It will readily be understood however that
Part III residential accommodation for old people in, say, Oban or
Campbeltown iz not a very satisfactory solution for an elderly and
infirm resident of Ardnamurchan or Tiree. Removal to a far distant
town, where the old person may have no friends, would in such a case
be ne kindness, and might even be a death sentence - and this is no
mere figure of speech. So that the location of the plages, as well
as their number, is important.

As the County Council recovers, or can recover, the cost of such
accermodation in proportion to resources, this service is not at all
likely to be exploited, though there will always be a deficit of some
magnitude since it is usually persons with very small incomes and/er
in receipt of National Assistance who make use of it. It is in fact
in the accommodation of more or leas helpless, bedridden old people -
whe are by definition the responsibility of the Regional Hospital Board
= that the greatest difficulties arise. There are already waiting
Lists of such persons and the lists would probably be longer if the
hope of early accommodation were more substantial. Meanwhile, these
pecple are being attended to, with greater or less difficulty, by
relatives and neighbours, and by the County's District Nurses and Home
Helps. Although in many cases the need for institutional care
develops slowly, in others it arises urgently and suddsnly: and I
cannot speak too highly of the readiness of the Board's Doctors,
Matrons and staff to meke every effort to cope with such emergencies.
But it is clear that adequate accommodation is not at present available,
and that in mesting these emergencies the staff concerned do more than
should really be expected of them.

Lastly, temporary accommodation which (Section 21, 1(b) it is the
duty of Local Authorities to provide "for persons who are in urgent need
thereof, /
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thereof, being need arising in circumstances which could not reasonably
have been foreseen ......". Thig is the "fire or flood" type of case,
These cases crop up each winter: the County has no temporary
accommodation, and it is quite astonishing what an amount of time it
takes to make even the sketchiest arrangements to glleviate the
gituaticn when an emergency arises. The sort of case I have in mind
is perhaps that of a tinker family suddenly deprived, by a gale, of
their tent, and the situation being complicated by their having several
children, cne of whom is on the peint of being discharged from hospital
after pneumonia.

The sclution in one such case was to arrange for the family to be
provided with a new tent., Section 21 parapraph 2 states that "in the
exercise of the duty of providing (temporary or permanent)
~ accommodation the Local Authority shall have regard to the welfare of

guch PETSONS ..s..s and in particular to the need for providing
accommodation of different descriptions suited to differesnt
descriptions of such persons" (a provision which it might be thought
would justify the County Council in providing a tent). But Section
21, paragraph U prohibits this sclution by laying it down that
"jlccommodation provided by a Local Authority ...... shall be provided
in premises managed by the Authority, or ...... by another Local
MAuthority as may be agreed. Since then the County Council could
hardly be said to "manage"™ a tent and therefore could not legally pay
for one, it was finelly found pessible to have the tent prowvided by
;gﬂ generosity of the Soldiers', Sailors' and Airmen's Benevolent

ciety.

This prolonged struggle well illustrates how restricted in fact
i= the local Authority's ability to give real help in such cases, so
long as it does not have permanent "managed" premises of its own,

Yet it is obviously quite uneconomic for the County Council of Argyll
to have such "managed" premises dotted about the County - they would
be empty 99 days out of a hundred, or else would be permanently
occeupied by persons removed from scme of the many hopelessly
insanitary dwellings that continue to be occupied (and even to change
hands by purchase) in the County and Burghs - in which latter case of
course they would cease to be available for temporary use in an
emergency. The Act says that "it shall be the duty of every Local
Authority" to provide such temporary accommodation. In practice
however it is - it was in the case I have mentioned, at least so far
as the County was concerncd - impossible.

Hursing Homes Registration.

There are no registered nursing homes in Argyll.
Health Education.

Ho organised campaign has been undertaken in 1953.
General Sanitation.

I have already in the earlier part of this report made some
observations on Housing, Sewerage, and Water Services.

A hitherto comparatively miner question which is beginning to
assume greater proportions, is the guestion of the control of camping
and caravan sites. This is an economical and admirsble form of
holiday and one which deserves every encouragement. Eut there are
certain obvious dangers when popular camping sites are close to
existing houses, or in water supply areas, and we must I think begin
to consider seriously whether any new precautionary measures are
desirable and practicable, and whether any new byelaw provision of
powers is called for.













Water ileg

A% the end of the year the new water supply schemss for Carradale,
Dervaig and Campbeltown-lMachrihanish were completed and in cperation
and the pipe line on the Connel-Benderloch scheme was extended fo
Keill Crofts. The Furnace-Crarae scheme is well advanced, the pipe
Line from the intake to Minard and through Furnace Village being now
completed, and a start has also been made on the Muasdale-Glenbarr
scheme, Additional works at the Portnahaven scheme (installation of
pumps) and Tayvallich (installation of filters) were completed by the
end of the year excert for some minor items,

The water supplies for two housing schemes - Craignure and Saddell -
which hawve dewveloped into Rural Water Schemes, are nearing the campletion
stage and the water suppliea at four housing scheme =zites - Cullipesl,
Kilmartin, Dalmally and Appin - have been completed, Four private water
supplies were taken over by the County Council during the year = Clachan
and Whitchouse, Kintyre, Newton-Leanoch and Avdgour,

Works of improvement were carried eut at existing publie supplies
aa follows:=

Balvicar:= Scraping of main completed.,

Imnellan:- Filters cleaned, and pipe line throughout the
village scoured,

Lochgoilhead:~ Section of 2" main rencwed.

Sandbank:- Extension to filter house and installatien of new
filtering plant completed,

Tarbert:- Storage tank cleancd,

Zighmabruaich-Kames:- Filter sand replaced.
Iagmuilt:- lajor leak apd several minor leaks located and

Extensive damage was caused to the reservolr at Ballachulish during
the severe thurnderstorm at the end of May and emergency repairs had to
be carried out to keep the supply functioning. A scheme for a new
intake cn the River Laroch, and storage tank, to link up with the existing
water main is being considered as against the reinstatement of the existing
supply which would be very costly.

A scrious shortape of water to Dunstaffnage Village cccurred towards
the end of the year and much difficulidy was experienced in tracing the
leaks which ware the cause of the trouble, The coommumnication pipes
throughout the village are in a bad state due to corrosion and complaints
are conatantly being received from houscholders regarding the poor supply
to their houses,

Water Sampling.

Twenty-three chemical snd 17 bacteriological semples of watoer woerc
token in ecommecticn with new Bural Water Supply Schemes and existing
public supplies and 11 chemical and & bactericlogical samples were taken
in connection with proposed now supplies for private houses and existing
private supplies where the guality of the water was in deubt.

In addition to the abeve, 23 chemical amd 16 bacteriological samples
wore taken at farms where new water supplics were introduced under the
Agricultural (Miscellancous Provisions) Act.

Az a result of the completion of the new Rural Water Schemes and
the advantage taken of the improvement grants available under the Housing
{E?ntlmﬂ} Acts, 1950/52 and the various schemes of assistance operated
by,
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by the Dopartment of Agriculture, thore has agein been a substantial
increase during the year in the number of houses provided with inside
vobor supplics and sanitery facilities,

Dreinago,

No now Specinl Drainage Districts were formed during the year but a
scheme has beon proposed for the formation of a Specinl Sewerage District
to inelude the waricus County Housing Schemes not already in Special
Drainage Districts and to be knowm as The County of Lrpyll (Miscellancous
Arces) Special Sewerage District with cffect from the 16th May, 1954. The
mmber of Special Drainage Districts ot present in the County iz 1k.

Schames for the instellation of sewers- in the three new districts
formed last year for Carradale, Carnech and Dervaig have been approved bub
the work of laying the sewers has not yet started. Scwerage facilities
ars very mich needed in these districts and particularly at Cernoch where
improvements to houses are being held up because of the difficulty in
disposing of drainage. The high coot of providing sewerage schemes for
these amall and low rated villages iz a strong deterrent against the
formation of special districts but on the other hand the lack of sewerage
facilitiea, especially in the more congested villages, i= deterring progress
in the medernisation of the houses,

Kiilmartin is a case in point, Here most of the householders have
bought their houses and many would like to instal mederm conveniences but
awing to ﬂraina.go difficulties they have had to be discouraged. The houses
are built in rows with little or no ground attached where it might be
possible to deal with the drainage from each house individually by the
installation of septic tanks and soeksways. A proposal to form the village
into a Bpecial Drainage District has been deferred meantime because of the
‘high cest and low rateable value of the subjects.

Scavenging.

The Special Scovenging District which was formed last year at Appin
has bacn dizsolved, thereby reducing the mumber of districts in the County
to 19, Censideration is beding piven to the formation of a combined Special
District for Bunessan, Craipnure, Dervaig and Salen in Mull, Salen is
already a Scavenging District and the proposal is to form districts at
Bunessan, Craignurc and Dervaig and to carbine the four districts for
rating purposes,

The acheme proposed for the collection of refuse in the Mull of Kintyre
i= now apreed and should come inte operstion en the 16th Mey, 1934, The
geheme hae been mede possible by the co-operation of the Burgh of
Campbeltown in undertaking the work of collecting the refuse from oll the
villages in the area and at a most reasonable cost., In addition to the
districts already being scavenged - Carradale and Machrihanish-Stewarton-
Drumlemble = the following villages will alse benefit unfer the new scheme -
Torrisdale, S2addell, Peninver and Glerramskill in East Kintyre; Southend in
South Hintyre, and Dunmore, Auchaleek, Kilmichael, Kilkenzie, Bellochantuy,
Glenbarr, Clencreggan, Muasdale, Killean and Tayinloan in West Kintyre.

Food ics,

In the supervision of food supplies many visits were made to various
types of foodshops and premizes whore foodstuffs and stored or prepared for
sale, While conditions, particularly in regard to back-shops, were not
all that could be desired, only in one case was the condition of cleanliness
really bad. The difficulty with the back-shops is the limited accommodation
and in many instances, particularly in the Burgh shops, it would be
imposzible to extend the premises due to site congestion.

The advent of clectricity to some of the rural areas has resulted in
the installation of refrigerators in many of the shops and hotels in the
landward area and during the year guite a number of shopkeepers have bBeen
replacing existing refrigeraters with larger and more modern types.

Visits/
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Visits were also made to various foodshops, hotel and restaurant
kitchens and private slaughterhouses during an official wisit by
M, A, Ritchie, Chief Feod Hygienic Officer, Department of Health.

Moat Inspection.

There are L public slaughterhouses in the County and 14 licensees of
private slaughterhouses - 7 in Islay, 4 in Tiree and 1 cach in Lismore
and Lochaline, heold permits from the Ministry of Food to slaughter sheep,
Detention duties at the public slaughterhouses sre carried out by the
slaughterhouae managers and Local Veterinsry Surreons are appointed to
act as Moat Imapectors. In Islay detenticon duties are carried out by
the Divisicnal Sanitary Inspector and the Locel Veterinary Surgeon acts
as Meat Inspector, Specified days and hours for slaughtering werc fixed
for the private slaughterhouzes and the conditions were fulfilled.

The following tabular statement shows the murber of animals slaughtered
and the woight of meat condemmod ot the public alaughterhousesn:-

Campbeliown FPublic Slaughterhouse,

T Number of Animals Weight (in 1bs,) |
R ] T TR of Comomer.
Cattle 710 18 - 14337
Sheep 3072 11 - L350
Calves 2829 [ - 31
Pigs 37 3 - 551
Totals 6648 38 - 15649
—
Dunoon Public Slaughterhousc,
Number of Animals _| Weight (in 1bs.)
0 B B ] ey
Cottle f38 3 13 1357
Bheep .02 - - 858
Calves 122 - = =
Pigs 65 = - GO
Totels 43,28 3 13 i 12855
S S S S S S
Oban Public Slauphterhouse.
X Mumber of Animals | Weight (in lbs,)
Class of Animal[ gy oo cﬂi«ﬁ_ﬁ E:ﬂf;iﬁ “E:i S‘_Tg-;ﬂf‘f:is
Cattle 968 17 33 17457
Sheep 517 42 22’ 1039
Colves 400 5 b 67k
Pigs 262 1 3 252
Totals 6808 65 62 221,22
_ e e e e e ——
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One Certificatc of Approval was issucd in terms of the Public Health
(Meat) Regulations (Scotland) 1932 in respect of premises used for the
storage of meat,

Slaughter of Animals (Seotland) Act, 1928,

Seventecn opplications for renewsl of Slaughterers' Licences were
reccived during the year and all were granted, Three new applicationa
for licences were also received, and the capabilities of the applicants
being adequately vouched for in each case, licences were granted.

Insourdl Food,

A total of 2 tons 13 cwts, O grs, 7 lbs., 5 oz=., of foodstuffs was
condemmed as unfit for human consumption during the year in terms of
Bection 43 of the Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1897. The foodstuffs
were condennod during the course of inspections to shops and on exemination
at the request of shopkeepers, The following table shows the type and
weight of foodstuffs condemned:-

s v [ Tons | Cwts wg;fﬂt 1bs. |ozs.
Tinned Meat 1 2 3 10 L
Tirned Vegetables - 2 X 1 8
Fresh Meat - 2 - 3 -
Tinned Soup = 1 1 10 =
Timmed Fruit and Juices - 8 2 9 5
Tinned Ham - - 1 2 8
Tinned Fish - - 1 22 -
Tinned Cream - - - - 10
Tinned Millk - - 3 2 12
Bananas - - 1 20 -
Butter - - - 15 -
Jam amd Syrup = = i ik -
Eggs - - 2 17 =
Sugar = 12 = = =
Cereal - - - 5 =
Honey - - - 1 8
Cheeac - - = - 8
Sauces - - - 12 8
Apple Puddings - - G 5 =
Coffea - - - - 10

Totals 2 13 = 7 5
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Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act.

Thirty-seven formal and 190 informal samples were taken during the
Fear and submitted to the County Analyst for examination and the
following table shows the nature of' the articles procured and the resulis
of the analyses:-

Teis Eanpied Gsmii%fiﬁlﬁenuhm Genuif*::m%it Gemiine ki
Elancmange 3 e = e 3
Butter 1 - - = 1
Bicarbonate of Soda 2 - - - 2
Coffee 2 i = o 2
Coffec Extract 1 - - - 1
Cornflour 1 - - = i
Chocolate Spread 2 - - - 2
Custard Powder 2 = = = o
Coolcing Fat 2 - = = 2
Dripping 3 | = = - 3
Figh Faste 1 E - - - 4
French Dressing 1 ! - = - 1
Honey 3 = - = 3
Ice Cream 23 2 9 ' 25
Iced Lolly 1 - : 7 1
Milk 67 8 15 b X
Mince 5 1 - - 6
Meat Paste 5 - = - 2
Marparine 2 - - - 2
Oatmeal 1 = = 2 1
Sandwich Spread . 1 - - - 4
Sausage 35 3 3 - Ly
Strawberries 1 " » 3 1

(Canned)
Table Jelly 3 - = = 3
Tomato Ketchup 1 - - = 1
Tomato Soup Mix 1 - - - 1
[ Unsweetened (Ginger) 1 o = - 1
Conecentrate

Vinegar 1 - - = 1
Whiaky 1 - 15 - 16
Totals 173 17 33 L 227

In/
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In additien to the samples procursd under the Food and Drugs Act,
584 samples of milk submitted for bacteriological examination were alszo
examined for butter fat combent and 12 or 2+1% were found to contain
less than 5% butter fat, The average butter fat content was 3+41%.

Three of the non-genuine formal samples of milk were first offences
and the vendors were given a warning and subsegquent samples obtained from
them were fourd to be satisfactory., The producer-retailer from whom the
fourth non-genuine milk sample was obtained asked for "appeal to the cow"
samples to be teken and in taking individual samples from the 12 cows in
the herd it was found that the milk of two cows wes deficient in beth
milk fat and solids-not-fot and the milk of three was deficient in solidz-
not={at, Three of the cows concerned were dizposed of and the remaining
two wore retained for the faymer's own use. Subsegquent samples were
found to be satisfactory,

The wvendors of the non-germine informal samples were warnad and
further samples obtained from them were found satisfactory. Appeal to
the cow samples were also taken st two farms in comnection with two
unsatisfactory informal milk samples, At one farm it was found that out
of the 15 cows in the herd, two were giving milk deficient both in milk
fat and solids-not-fat and the milk of 10 cows wes deficient in szolids-
not=fat, The average milk fat was 3+33% and the average solids-not-fat
8:08. At the other farm the avernge solids-not-fnt of the 1L cows in
the herd was 8+L6%.

The Public Health (Preservatives etc, in Food) Repulations,

Particulars of the samples teken under the above rejulations are
included under "Food ond Drugs". Opportunity was taken during the course
of sampling to sec that the recquirements of the Regulations as to the
labelling of foodstuffs containing preservatives werc being observed.
There were no contraventions.

The Tabelling of Food Order.

The examinotion of tinned foods ete, was also carried out during the
course of food inspections and sampling duties for comtroventicns of the
' above Order, No irregularities were detocted, nor were any contraventions

of the Order reported to this Department.
Milk and Dairies.

The number of registered deiry premises at the end of the year was ns
follows: -

Registered and Provisionally Registered Producers = 420
Registercd milkshops and retailers only - 28

Fifteen registercd producers were romoved from the register and & new
reglatrations were granted in respect of premises in - Ardnamprchan - 1;
Islay = {; Kintyre - 1; Mid-Argyll - 2 and Mull = 1, The producers
removed from the register had ceased to produce milk for sale or had given
up their farms, Stoady progress wes maintained during the year in the
testing of caotile under the Attested Herds Scheme and practically 100% of
the dairy herds in the County are now Attested,

During tho year works of reconstructicn and improvement were carried
out et 16 existing byres and dairy premisecs to bring them up to Byelaw
standards and the number of premises reconstructed in eermection with
new registrations was €. In addition minor improvements were carried
out at other farms, and major improvement works sre in progress at 1

preoducers' premises,
The/
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The following table shows the mumber of registered and exempted
premizes and the mumber of milk cows in the various districts of the

County: -
ke lio. Producers ~ No, of Milk Cows |
District Regiztered | Exempted R;ﬂ.:i:’-;‘:d E‘::E:zi
A“'ﬂrﬂm’ﬁcwhﬁ i 21 7 254, L6
Cowal 28 8 T 60
Islay G0 & 1601 Ll
Kintyre 222 3 6273 14
South Lomm 26 12 522 78
Mid-Argyll 28 9 550 Bk
_ﬁ;:i;;:u and 15 9 221 L3
Totals L20 56 10168 e

In all, about 800 routine inspections of registered dairies,
exclusive of visits in connection with sampling, were carried out by the
Divisional Banitary Inspectors and Milk Oflicer,

The mumber of producers reported for wwsatisfactory milk supplies
under the Scottish Milk Testing Scheme was leass than in the previous year,
This was fortunate in more ways than one and particularly from the staffing
point of wiew, It is part of the Milk Officer's dutlies to wisit the
farmers reported for uwnsatisfactory milk supplies in order to investigate
the complaints and the time zpent in checking the condition of utensils
and milicing methods generally is considerable, With only onc Milk Officer
to cover the whole County it iz impossible for her to investigate each
complaint promptly as she may be in another part of the County on similar,
or just as important, duties. This County is much too large and widely
scattered for one Milk Officer and during the year she has had to spend
mich of her time trevelling thousands of milecs in an endeavour to give
cach district some supervision. If the service is to attain any degree
of succeas it is essential that there should be two Milk Officers at least.
One is required for Kintyre alone where there are over 200 dairy farms,
including 151 ferms where Tuberculin Tested Milk iz produced.

Forty samplezs of school milk were obbained by the Milk Off'icer during
the yeoer and submitted for bacteriological examination., The results were

aa follows:=-
T Mo, Samplos
Type of Milk oo THakiatactory | Unsabisfactory
Pastourised 20 19 :
Tuberculin Tested | 16 15 -
Tuberculin i'rcstmi i i <
(Pastourised)
Totals 40 36 b
b=

The number of samples taken is a considerable drop from the previous
yeor's Pigures amd herc agein the lack of an adeguete staff of Milk
Officcrs is to blama,

M/
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Twelve new Tuberculin Tested Milk Licences and one Pasteuriser's
Liconce wore iassued Suring the year, snd eipght Tubereulin Teated Milk
Liconces and one Standard Milk Licerce were withdrawn wherse the licence
holders had either given up their farms or had gone over to beef production.
The number of licences in foree at the end of the year was as follows:=-

No, Licences
; ; 2 Producers' Licences i
Designation Deslers - Torth endl Mia- il g Total
Liconces | Cowal |[Izlay|Kintyre South I Arevil! Coll [Produccors

Ceptified 5 1 - o = = = 1

Tuberculin Tested g 17 25 151 14 7 1 214
| Etm - - - 1 - - - 4
| Pasteurized 6 - - i 1 1 - %
[ Tuberculin Tested - i 3 5 7 2 _ 3
| (Pasteurised)
1 Totnls 27 18 2L 153 15 &8 i 219
f———— - ———— - " T

The mumbor of milk samplcs obtained from producers in the County ond
submitted for bacteriolopical examination was 428, This is a considerablc
drep in mumbors compared with previeus years, iiost of the samples wore
taker by the one and only Milk Officer on the staff and considering the wide
and scatbored nature of the County, the large number of designated farms to be
sampled, and the time she hos to devote to investigating unsatisfactory
gamples and paying routine visits, the number is remarkably good, and she
has had to work meny houra of overtime to cbtain them. The results of
the exomination of the samples are given in the following table:-

: No. Samples : A i
Designation z : "f_lff :lb Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory
Certified 7 L 3
Tuberculin Tested 364 287 Wil
Standard - - E:
Pastourised b 29 5
Tuberculin Tested
(Bastourised) a3 23
Totals 428 33 85
Frmmeee—r ™ =TT SR TS LITEET T T ETET

Tho number of producers from whom throe consecutive unsatisfactory
samples werce obbained was six, In cach cnse it wos decided to takeo &
further sample as progresaive improvement was being shown and the fourth
sgnple in each cose pnssced the test successfully, At tvo of the farms
concorned, the trouble waa traced to Mastitis, and at another ithe water
gupply was at fault., Vhen an unsatisfactory seaple is reported the Milk
Officer visits the farm immedistoly to investigobe and every effort is made
to trace the cousc of the trouble, Somatimes aeveral visits and
experimontal somples hawve to be taken before the trouble is located. Moot
farmers are only toe willing te co-operate and te act on any adviee given
and appreciate the services renderaed,

Bamplea of designated milks were also obbained from retailers' premises
and submitted for bastoericleogical examination, OF the LB samples taken,
31 wore Pasteurisod, 12 were Tubsrculin Tested end 5 were Tubcreulin Tested
(Pa]f;;wim}. One of the Posteurised Milks and 2 of the Tuberculin Tested
Mi
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Milks failed to comply with the reguired bacteriological standards,

Fifty-four non-designated milk samples were examined bacteriologically
and 38 or 7O% complied with the stenderd for Tuberculin Tested Milk,

Ice Cream (Scotland) Regulations, 1948,

The position regerding the number of registered premises and wehicles
at the end of the year waz as follows: -

Premises Vehicles

No, of Registrations granted in 1953 10 2
lio. of Registrations cancelled in 1953 = =
No. of Regiztrations in Force 38 L

Visite of inspection to the muber of 73 were made to premises where
ice cream is marufacturcd and/er sold, No serious contraventions of the
Hegulations were cbscrved and the few minor irregularities which were
discovered werc rectified by the dealers,

Samples of ice cream taken for chemical analysis are included under
Food and Drugs, In addition, 22 samples were procured for bacteriological
examination and 4 were found to be unsatisfactery. HRepeat samples were
taken and these were found satisfactory,

Factorios Act,

There are 100 non-mechanical amd 144 mechanical factoriss on the
register and a number of wisita of inapcction were carried out during the
year under this heading, Tour writton notices were zent to owmners or
occuplera in respect of the Tollowing unsatisfactory conditions = wont of
cleanliness = 1:; wunsultsble and defective conveniences - 2; and
insuflicient sanitary accommodation = 1,

QifTensive Trodes,

There ore no offensive trades in the County other than the public
slaughterhouses in Cmopbeltown, Dunoon, Oban and Islay and the private
slaughterhouses, The structural condition and ley-out of the publie
alaughterhouses leaves much to be deaired but despite these handicaps the
premises are maintoined in & reasonably clean condition,

Housing,

The mmbor of new houses erected by the Local Authority for general
needs and occupied during the year wms 66, comprising 32 three-apartment
and 34 four-apartment houses (ineluding 12 Agricultural Weorkers' houses).
The total mmber of houses built by the Local Authority since 1939 to the
end of the year is 735, comprising 299 temporsry houses and 436 permanent
(}13 nen=-traditional and 123 troditional) houses, The Locaol Authority
have alse aprroved of proposals for the reconstruction of old proportics
which they hawe acquired in Ballachulizh and Drumlemble, . The Ballachulish
scheme consists of the reconstruction of 24 heuses into two-apariment housecs
with bathrooms and seulleries and the Drumlemble scheme will provide &
two—apartment houses snd 10 three-apartment houses with bathrooms and
aculleries,

The mumber of new houses erected and completed during the year by
private persons was 19 comprising 3 of threc-spertments, 13 of four-
apartments and 2 of five-apartments and 1 over five-apartmonts. In
addition, 88 four-spartment houses ond 3 five-apartment houses were
completed and occupicd by the Forestry Comissicn.

Over/
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Over 500 visits of enquiry were made in comnection with applicaticns
for the temency of new County Council houses and County Council houses
which had become vacant during the year, The wisit=s were made to
ascertain the housing corditions of the spplicants and to assess points
to each applicant under the County Council's Points Scheme., MNumerous
visits of inspection were also made in commection with complaints received
from persons regarding their housing conditions. Many of the houses
inspected were in the unf'it category and from the economic point of view,
not repairable, and no substantial headway will bte made in the elimination
of these insanitary and uninhebitsble houses until a concentrated effort
is made to re-house the occupiers,

Housi Scotland) Act, 1 - Infit Houses,

During the year 28 houses were represented to the County Council for
Demolition or Closing Orders. Twenty-ceven of the houses= concerned were
vacated by successful applicants for County Council Houses and the

: house was vacant. After consideration it was agreed to serve
Demolition Orders on 15 houses, Closing Orders on 9 houses, and to accept
undertekings in respect of three houses to allow the owners to submit
Proposals for the reconstruction of the houses, It was agreed not to
take any action in respect of the remaining house,

Housing (Scotland) Acts, 1950/52 - Immrovement Grants.

Sixty=-five applications for "improvement" grants werc received
during the year and of these, 56 were approved, 2 were refused, 6 were
withdrawn end consideration was eontinued in one case to allow the
applicant to aubmit amended provesals, Works were completed on 23 houses

! the year and the total omount of grant money paid to the applicants
m 1319i 3! ?ﬂ--

The total number of applications received for grants zinee the
comencement of the Act i= 163, of which 117 have been approved, 17
rofusaed, 21 withdrawvn and 0 have not yet been started or are still under
eonsideration. Improvements have been completed at 49 houses amd the
total amount of grant meney paid in respect of these houses is £12,484,12/-,

Housing (Scotland) Act, 1952 = Section 103,

Two applications for financial assistance for the ercction of houses
for Agricultural Workers were received and approved and onc housc was
completed and occupled at the end of the year.

Building Byelaws,

Applications dealt with under the County Building Byelaws numbered
206 and the total ramber of visits of inspection carried out in
connection therewith, including the smoke-testing of drains and visits
made in regard to Byclaw cnguiries which did not result in applications
being made, was owver 500,

The following statement shows the nmumber of new houses approwved
(excluding County Council houses), the nature of the works proposed to
be carried cut in respect of existing houses and buildings, and the
mmﬂaarf of houses involved (houses improved with the aid of a grant
under,
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under the Housing (Scotlend) Acts 1950/52 included):-

Fo. of Houses
Nature of Building e Totals
3 Avnts.|L Apts.|5 Apts, 5 Apts,

New Houses: -

Private Houses ... ... 10 16 1 1 23

Forceiry Commission G - I 1 - b

Ministry of Works .. ... - L = - L

Lighthouse Commissioners.. - [ - - £
Conversion of House to 2 Houscs - 3 2 - 8
Converaicn of House to 3 Houses 3 - - - 3
Conversion of House to L Houscs 2 2 - - L
Convert Building to form House - 1 1 - 2
Convert 2 Houses t0 1.. ... - - = 1 1
Temporary Houscs e ataa 3 B - - 14

T, - - - - 2

Provision of Sanitary

Improvements.. ... e - - - - L7
Provizion of Sanitary Improve-

ments with Additions ... - - - - 61
Additions only, .. bas - - - - - 16
Other Works to Dwellinghouses - - - - i2
Brection of Public Toilcts... - = =, - 2
Works to Busincss Premises... - - - - 5

Tonts, Vans and Shods ctc.

Viasits of inspection to the nmumber of 73 were made to the verious
Workmen's Cawmps, Forestry Commission Hostelas, Tisber Workera' Huts and
Holiday Camps throughout the County.

Conditions generally, both in repard to the accommodaticon provided
and standard of cleanliness, werc satisfactory at the Forestry Commizsion
liostels and Worlmen's Camps, The Timber Workers are usually accommodated
in small huts singly or in pairs where they slecp, cook and dine but they
sgem to prefer it this vay., The camps are usually of fairly short
duration and the mmber of men accommodated at each camp ranges from 3 to 9,
Two and threc apartmoent huts are provided for marricd men and their families
and apart from cocking facilities and sometimes o sink with water laid on
the accommodation is rough and ready,

One Hollday Camp where therc wms a loack of sufficient sanitoation and
ne proper wabker supply and the conditions were not suitable for o lerpe
camp was vizitod on several occasions, The canp is situated just beyond
the boundary of Dmuphr.-ltmm. With tlic co-oporation of the ommer of the
lond, comping on this site iz now prohibited and the Town Council of
ﬂ..l:rgpbal'hm are endesvouring to find a more suitable site,

The popular holidsy camping site at Ganavan Sands has W.C.
accomnodation provided for males and fomales and water laid on to stand-
pipes at sdvantageous points, The cxisting facilities, however, arc
quite inadequate during peak periods when there is as many as 65-70
Soara
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caravans and 50 tents on the site with an estimated population of
300 perscons,

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949,

There are no Hat Extermination Officers on the County staffl. The
work is carried out by the Sanitary Inspecteors but their duties are
mainly confined to investigating complaintz of infestation and the survey
of food shops and other premizes where infeztations are most likely to
ooccur, Direct actlon, however, was taken by the Sanitary Inspectors at
two refuse dunpa controlled by the Local Authority. The dumps concerned
are at Inveraray and Kinlochleven, In both instances Sorexa bait
containing Warfarin was used with good results, and an estimsted kill of
100=150 rats was cobtained at Inveraray and the kill at Kinlechleven, where
the infestation was sewverc, was at lcast a 100 rats. Two aschools wers
also located by the Banitary Inapectors and complete clcarances were
obtained,

Sevoral complaintz of infestationz were received and these were
investigated and the occupiers advised regarding treatment. The total
number of visits of inspection carried out was 63 and the premises concerncd
wore = 17 dwallinghcuses; 34 business promises; 3 agriculturel subjecta
end 9 Local Authcority premises. Excluding the refuse dumps the mumber of
premises found te be infosted wes 12 dwellinghouses; 9 business premises,

3 farms and 2 echocls, Successful clearances were obtained at 2 premises
ineduwding refuse dunps,

Five inspoctions were carried cut under the Prevention of Damage by
Pents (Application to Shipping) Order, 1951 and in cach case treatment was
found wnnecessary,

Fertilismers and Fecdline Stuffs Act.

No samples wore procurcd durding the year and thore wore ne requests
from purchasers to take samples of fertilisers or feoeding stuffs for

analysis,

Infectious Discascs,

Visit=s of cnguiry and for the disinfcction of houses were carried out
in comnection with 39 cases of infectious discasc as Tollows - Scarlet
Pever = 16; Tuberculosi=s - 20; Mumps - 1; Chickenpox - 1 and Suspected
Diphtheria - 1,

Compensation for the destruction of mattresses and bedding was pald
in three instances.

Nuisances

The misances dealt with were of the usual type, namcly - choked and
defective drains, dofective water supply pipes, accumilations of refuse,
dirty houses and disrepair in houses, Twenty-nine written intimations of
muisencos were served and others were dealt with wverbally. It was not
found necessary fo serve statutory notices in torms of Section 20 of
the Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1897,

One complaint concerned the pelluticon of the Machrihanish Water by
water pumped from the cosl mine at Machrihanish, The water pumped from
the mine contained a great cuantity of fine matter in suspension, consisting
mainly of coal dust and drcss and large guantities of it were being
deposited at various places on the bed and banks of the Machrihanish Wateor.
A settling tank has been installed as an experiment to allow most of the
suspended matter to scttle out before the water is discharged into the burn,
The miisance is being kept under observation.

Furial Grounds.
Extensions/


















