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COUNTY OF ARGYLL

Annual Report of Madical Officer of Health
for Year ending 31st Docember 1952.

Tital Statistics

The mid-year population of Argyll in 1962, according to the Registrar-
Gensral's sstimate, was 61,487, The estimate for mid-year 1551 was 64,055,
The census of 1951 (midnight April Bth) gave a figure of 63,270. The 1951
oensus gave m figure of 63,050,

The distributiom of the populatiom in 1952, between the Burghs and the
landward areas is shown in the table bhelow -

Burgh FPopulation
Campbeltown 7,544
Dunecon 9,667
Inveraray 507
Lochgilphead 1,228
Oban j 6,068

| Tobermary 718
Landward areas 36,068
Total 61,487

Births. The registered births in Argyll County in 1552, correeted for
mothars! rasidence, mumbered 951 - 485 males, 4606 femn_es.

There were 55 illegitimate births. The mimber of stillbirths,
corrected for mothers' residence, wns 30. The table below gives the number
of births in 1952 by Burghs and Landward areas.

o | Births
Male |Female| Totel
Campbeltown Ta BE | 158
Dunoon 67 67 | 134
Inveraray 4 i 12
Locheilphead B 11 19
Oban 435 45 Bo
Tobermory 8 ) 13
Landward 282 244 | 528
Tatal ﬁﬁ? 466 951

The birth rate at 15.5 per 1,000 shows a slight inocrease over that for
1951 (15.3).

Deaths ./
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The introduction of such a comprehensive service was a bold and
ocuragecus step to take and no matter how muoh thought was given te the
framing of the Service diffioulties and problems were bound to arise in
the initial stages.

Actually in Argyll the principles of a National Health Service had
to scme extent been in operation for many years. The existence of the
Highlends and Islands Madical Services Fund, the appointment of medical
practitioners by the County Counedll to many of the single preactices areas
in the County, the ambulance services provided by the Loeal Authority and
the arrangements mode for the air embulance service ond the use of
lifetoats of the R.N.L.I. by the Depurtment of Health ond the County
Council can be regarded to some extent as the forerunner of the Hational
Service now in being.

The arrangements made by the Education Authority for the examination
and treatment of school children and those made by the Local Authorlty
for the troatment and ndmission of cnses to voluntary hospitals end the
olinice and hospitals of the Glonsgow Corporation wore to a great extent
simiiar te the comprehensive sorvico now catnblished but they differed in
ona respect boeeuse in these doys the Medical Qfficer of Foalth was
reaponsible for and administered thesc servicos as a whole and was kopt
aware of everything that wos heppening and eould reetify eny faults or
amplify any servico as it became ncoossary.

In thosa doys the Medionl 0fficer of Hoelth wos in comstont and direot
sontact with modienl prectitioners and could bring sny problems which they
had before the Local futhority and moke representotions on behalf of the
proctitioners should this bo nccessary.

This link with the medierl practitlcners hes te o grent oxtent boen
lost and many of them haove expreszed thelr regrot thot this should be so.
In o Highland Courty such cs Argy'l it is necesscry on mony ococslons for
the Medical Officer of Health to give some nssistance to his colleoagues
and this is still wvery willingly pgiven and appreciated. Much mssistonce
ig nlso glven in return by the proctitioners but the systom whereby they
receivad soms romuneration from the Loonl Authority for acting in the
copaoity of Loonl Medicnl Officor for the Medical Officer of Herlth hns
baon lost ond a return to this method of ndmindistering Public Henlth would
be welocemed.

Generally spenking the Notionnl Health Service is working in a
sptisfactory manner but where separcte bodiez are responsible for different
parts of a hoalth service there is o tendonoy for scme difficulty in
administration te nrise os the outlook of the different bodies mny vory.
For example the views of the Looal Authority ond the Mediccl Officer of
Health regarding the isclotion of cases of infectious disease moy oconflict
with those of a Regionnl Hospital Board or Board of Munagement who are
Inclined to view amn empty bod in an Isolotion Hospital as uneconomie and
g0 tend to admit other types of cases which leaves an insufficient number
of beds owailable for the isclation and treatment of infectious disense
when 1t breaks out.

Co-ordinnting Committees may in theory appear to be o means of sclving
these difficultics but in practice they gencrally achieve 1little or nothing.
Co=ordination betwoen the offiecials responsible for the Sorvices can achieve
a great desl tut so much copends on porsonalities broakdowns can toke place
and at times problems may arise which ecan only be solved by arbitration ot
o point where the warlous branches of the Service havo n common lewvel.

The co-ordinntion with other parts of the Hoalth Service where this is
necessary is to all intents and murposes satlisfactory but the Medical
Officar of Henlth is not so owere of what is hoppening as he was prieor to
July 1948.

The fight apgainst Tobereulosis is to some axtent split inte two camps
and the curatiwve side tends to roceive more sttention than that of
preventlion and thers is room for improvement in the lisison between the
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Regicnal Hospital Board on the one hand and the Health Authority on the
other. For example scme consultation on the use of beds for T.B. oases
in Isolation Hospitals should take place so that the Health Authority can
be satisfied that the apread of infection can be prevented or controlled
if the necessity arises. The Loeal Authority should be advised of the
admiaslion and discharge of patients from a Sanatorium so that they ean
advise their distriet murses or health wvisitors ond keep their records

in order.

The Medical Officer of Henlth is interested in the tuberculosis
gervios and in the problems which foee the tuberculosis officera. Thers
should be regular consultation on these matters and full co-operation om
both sides.

The medical practitioners and distriet nurses work well topether and
the Medliecal Officer of Health and his staff are working in complete hormony
with this service. The only improvement in such a service is to bring
back as far as possible the contact botween the practitioner and the
Health Department which wos for so many years an excellent feature of the
medical services in Highland Counties. It may woll be that the solution
lies in the Medioal Officer of Health mcting in some capacity for the
Begional Hospital Board and becoming the fooal point round which all the
gervices in an aren would hinge. The Medicnl Officer of Heslth would
then in his administrative copacity in his mres be the responsible porson
for co-ordinating and administering the servicesz on behalf of the Reglonal
Hospitel Board.

With regard to the steps taken to inform general proctitioncrs and the
piblic about the services nvellable this is done by direct conbtoct, by
lettor end by eiroulars. In rural areca the practitioner is in touch with
most members of the community ond they seck his adviec., Where the
proctitioner is in deubt about nony motter he comminicates with the Medienl
Officer of Hoalth who coan advise and nssist him in any mattor. There 1s
no indication that the knowledge of the services avallable is lacking or
thet they are not being utillsed.

The work of the Children's Officer should not be n sepnrate service
in itself tut should be rllied to the Henlth and Welfore Sorvices of which
it, in reality, forms a part.

Joint use of Stoff,

The only work done for the Local Authority on a part=-time besis is
whore one of the medienl practitioners in the Burghs of Duncon cnd
Campbeltown sots as deputy in the Burgh concerned.

General practltionors may carry out such dutiea as giving re-inforcing
doses in connection with the immunisation of scheol children agoinst
Diphtherin or in wocinating members of the public apgainst Smallpox during
opidemios. They may clso coarry out such investigations in comnection with
infectious discaso as may be necessary. For their duties they recelve
poyment either by foe or om a sessionnl bosia.

The Locnl Authority havwe arrangements made with the Reglonnl Hospital
Board in respecet of the examination by specinlists of Blind Persons and
co=operate with speeinlists in connection with the cxnmination of school
and pre-school children in respect of Bar, Nose and Throct conditions and
defective vision.

In this comnection it would be preforable if the arrcngoments for
ottendence at clinics or hospitals of school children were made by the
Henlth Depnrtment of the Loesl Authority in consultation with the Regionnl
Hospitel Boords and Boards of Manapement ns the difficulties of transport
end the necessary arrangements nre understood and con best bo adjusted by
those who have a lnmowlodge of the whole aren and can co-ordinate the
transport to the best adwantage with o minimum eost to the Authority ond o
minimm smount of inconvenionce to the parents end childrom.

The/
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The Loeal Authority came to an arrangement with the Argyll Branech of
the Scottish Branch of the British Red Cross Sceoiety for the supply from
their Loan Dapots of such appliances and egquipment for which the Health
Authority are responsible. This service was established by the British
Red Cross Soclety prior to July 1948 and it was felt that in such a County
a3 Argyrll the help of such an organisation would be most acceptable. The
service has been running very smoothly end much ecredit is due to the
waluntary workers organlsing it.

In Argyll the Madical Officer of Heelth is o member of the Loecel
¥edical Commitbes ond also o member of the Argyll and Bute Executive
Councll and this has given him the necessary beockground and kmowledge of
the work which is being deme, It alsc establishes an oxeellient liaiseon
between the Health Authority, the Exceoutive Couneclil and the modiocal
practitioners. In view of this one wondors whother the Medical Officer
of Health should not be on ex officio member of the Excoutive Council.

Being a member of the Obon Hospitals Board of Mansgement has also
greatly helped to co-ordinate thi=s part with other parts of the Heclth
Service.

In conclusion I would say that with some minor adjustments and with
game goodwill on oll sides the Health Services can be mode to functicon in
a very satisfoctory mannor, Somo investigontion should howewer be mode to
gee that there is no cverlopping ond that the services of one scotion of
the Health SBervice are not operating to the detriment of the other end
that each is dolng its fair share and not deoing what should be done by the
other,

Cara of Exputnnt and Mursing Mothors and children under school cge.

(o) Expectant and Wursing Mothers.

In a scnttered County aroa it is not practiocblo to institute
olinios. Even in the burghe there is no great scope, without
obvlous conflict with ths leenl practitioners, whose supervision of
maternity cases we have no recsen te think Is inndeguate. A
considernsble proportion of wisits by district murscs are to
expectant mothors.

(b) Child Welfore,

The weekly clinle ot Compbeltown and the fortnipghtly one at Duncon
have been maintained. (The nttendonce figures have been given on
Health Services Form 15).

Pericdic visits are paid by speoialists to certain burghs in the
County as part of the Regional Board Specialist Services, and
arrangements are maude particularly, though not exclusively, in
conmection with the School Medicel Serwvice for childrem requiring
gpeoial examinations to be seen by these Specinlists. As arrangements
are olsg made direct between general praootitioners and the Hospital
Service for special examinotions of this kind the information I have
1s somewhot incomplete. In o predominantly rural "Fighland and
Igland" nrea such as this it is necessary to leave in the hands of
general practitioners o number of funetliong which in o large town may
without objection be organised by the Loeal Health Authority.

(e) Premoture Infants.

This iz pnother aphere which the nature of n County aren mnkes it
necessary to leave to be denlt with by the general practitioner, the
distriet mirse, and the Locnl Hospdtalsz.

(d) Supplies of Welfare Foods nre hold by the District Marses, Their
proper distribution rests with the Distriet Nurse, with whem of ceurse
the loeal general practitioner or proctitioners co-cperate.

e
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(e) Dentnl Core is in the County at present provided entirely by privote
practitioners. I om ot present enpgaged, ln consultation with the
Direotor of Eduentien and eertain dentsl strgeons in the County, in
considering o scheme for part-time schoeol dentel work for tho County
to be done by privote proctitioners., It must be borne in mind that
most dentists in country aroas, es.g. Isloy, Mull, would not without
renson complain thot the possibility of their making o decent
liwelihood in their area would be tcken awny if the County supplied
dentol services through its own visiting County dental surgoons.

It is no oxaggerction to say thoat such emorcachment on thesc prootlces
{which nre not to any oxtent oxpansible) might result in the Dental
Surgeon giving up proctice and sc in large arcas becoming doprived of
the general dental services which thay now enjoy.

Demiciliory Midwlfory.

Domiciliary midwifery is earrizd cut by the Distriet Nurses (who cre
also Midwives, Henlth Visitors ond School Wurses). All thelr domiciliory
work i3 carried out in conjunction with the loerl genernl proctitioners,
and the returns shew that in the great mejority of cases thoe proctiticner
iz present at births ot home. Moternity outfits are supplied by the County
as reguired. "Antenatol supervision" is primarily a mattor - in domiciliary
cases - for the genorpl procotiticnor. There are wirtuelly no coses in
Argyll now=a=days where a mother arronges to have her boby at home without
the core of the penercl proctiticner.

The 1952 Annuel Heport ferm gives the number of enses in which
analposios were administered. In this commection I would point out thot
even minor clterations in Form E.S. 15 such as those under (e) and (f) in
the Domleilinry midwifery seotion, (Administration of Annlgesics) should
1f possible bs cnnounced beferghend in order that mirsee, who, with their
mltiplicity of functions in rural arens, have alrendy sufficient difficulty
in sorting out their activities for record purposcs, moy at the beginning
of the year lmow what questions they are geing to be asked at the ends In
the present inatonce, the revised form of (e) and (f) in this section was
firat Imown when your H.8. 15 for 1952 arrived here, by which time the
ciroulars to murses had alrendy been prepered: in any cmse during 1952 nurses
had not been sware, so for as I know, that this particular differentiation
of thoir cases was to be asked for. As I assumc the questions will remain
in the same form noxt year, I have issued a nete to the rurses to let them
know for 1958 recoords.

The mumber of midwiwvos in priwvote proctiocs in the County is small.
While no orrangemonts oxiat for notive supervision of these, my cequainteneo
with the doctors working in the County would bring to my notice at once any
need for more active intervontion.

There is no special solection of women for confinement in hospital on
gocial grounds, except by the genernl practitioners (who can in my opinien
be relied on to koep the requircments of commen sense in mind in this
comnection).

I do not consider that in the cirocumstances outlined above Refresher
Courses for midwives con be snid to be urgently desirable. The maximum
mumber of cnses nttended by any one of tho County midwives in the lest year
= with the exception of Obon, whore there is no maternity hospital near at
hond and there are two DMastrict Marse Midwives, who attendod 43 cnses -
was 12 (Bowmore, Islay). Both these figures are much above the average
for the County Nurses as n wholae,

There are nnturally no arrengements for training pupll midwives.

Henlth Vis iﬂEE'

The District Furses are notified in the uaual way of now arrivals in the
County reported from other Heclth Authorities - infants, expectant mothers,
contaots of tuberculosis, T.Bs cases and contacts of other infectious diseasc
elsewhore,/
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alsewhere. 'here appropriste the local practitioner is also informed.

In partioular cases, a household may be visited by one of my staff, either
medical or sanitary. Much of the hemlth wisiting is arranged by thea
Distriot Nurse herself, on the basis of her own knowledge of the distriot
(usually very thorough) or on informetion supplied by the local deector, or
othars.

One or two District Burses whe did not possess the Health Visitor's
Cartificate have applied for leawe to take this training. Thie winter cne
nurse is talking the course. TUnfortunately the County Council have not felt
able to do more in these cases than give the nurses leave without pay for
this purpose. A relief nurse has of course to be employed in their absence.

Home Mursing.

In Argyll, all home mursing is naturally and inevitably carried out in
olose co-operatiom with general practiticners, and it would be unwise for
the County Medioal staff to endeavour to make contact with hospitals direct,
1.8: to the exeluslon of the general practitioner. A great deal of the
home mursing, particularly in the more rural areas, is of elderly people,
but the records aweileble to me at present do not enable me te give specifie
figures for the proportion which these constitute.

Most nurses find that a good many patients come to their houss (or
lodgings) for minor attention, advioce etc. Those murses who, owing to the
absence of, or delay in bullding of, n murse's house, live in lodgings
(which ineidentally are herd to got where one of the chief summeor industries
is in taking "Boarders") find this kind of demand wery cwiward to mest
gatisfactorily. The County has of ocourse a Building prograrmme which
provides for nurses' houses, but in a mmmber of ceses, for one reason or
another, there has been delay in getting tho nurse's heouse sompletod.

Domestic Help.

In this County, the Clerks to the DMatriet Counecils arrcnge for domestic
help in suitable cmses brought to their notice by practitioncrs, nurses, the
gmeral publis, or the Madioal Officer of Health. Looal knowledge of
suitable persons te empley for pert-time or vhele-time worlk, as Heme Helps,
and of conditions in the homc to be sorved, is possessod by or available to
Distriot Clerks, which the Medicnl Officer of Henlth would find it difficult
to come by, The administration of tho sorvice is however under the general
supervision of the Medioml Officer of Health.

Of the oases helped 3B% were "aged ond infirm"™: 9% were helped on
account of confinement.

Vaocination and Immunisation.

It 18 part of the routine dutics of all distriot murses to promoto
100 vaocinotion end immunisetion in their distriots, in ecc-operntion with
the general proctitionor or practitioners in their areens. In rural
districts where prectitioners end murses know every family, something
approaching 100% protestion ie achicved. It is in the Burghe that for
obvious reasoms the personnl contact and pressurs iz less effectiwe.
Inguiries which I mede in 1952 suggest that o spooinl check of children ste.
by my staff from birth enrds ete. over the last few years might, with the
help of general practitioners hawe pood results, and I have this in hond at
the moment.

The chief influemce inh the more rural counties in seourding a high lewel
of protectiomn is undoubtedly the gemeral practitionor. I am wory doubtful
if any specific publicity campoign, in Argyll, by the local Henlth Authority,
would Be of much walue. It would be diffioult to carry out without
nppearing to cast quito unjustified reflections on a good number of dootors
who hawe in fact anchieved practicnlly 100 immamisation agninet smallpox and
diphtherin nmong their pre-scheool ohildren.

Whooping/






-B-

Whooping oough immnisation is likely to be difficult to meke widespread.
It has not of recent years been a serious disease in the County though two

deaths of young children from it are recorded this year, and attempts %o
represent it pg a derious danger, on a par with smallpox and diphtherias,
would I am afraid be viewed with some sceptlelsm generally.

Prevention, Care and Af'ter Care.

I do not quite know what the right solution is though I am inelined to
think that the administraticn of the Tuberculosis Serviece zheuld be in the
hands of the medical officer of health even although the Sanstoria romain
with the Regional Hospital Boards, This would help to unify the servioce
and prevent it falling into scparate sections with little or ne co-ordination
betwean them. It would once again bring the medigal officer of health
directly into ocntact with the general prectitioner whe would be in
somiinicetion with him in connection with the ndmission of cases for
sanatorium treatment, with the domieilisry trestment ond after care of
patients and with the preventive side of the work which is so apt to be
forgotten and which is by flar the most impertant aspeet in the fight against
this disense.

The Distriot Furses oconcern themselwes with cases in their homes, working
under the gemeral superwvision of the goneral practitionors.

The County Council "Tuberculosis Scheme", under which certain items of
oxtra nourishmont are provided by the County on the recommendetien of the
general practitioner ia in exdstonce but is not therspentionlly ef great
effeotiveness, It serves to improve the diet of known onses or in ocses
whose finaneial position is unsotisfactory. I have ne deubt that sush extre
nourlshment woeuld be ns voluable in mumerous other nen-tuboreoulous eoses,
partioularly of elderly poorly off and infirm persons. Domestic holp is
difficult to obtain for tubsroulous houscholds.

Control of Infectious Disemsc.

There have boen no sorious opidemics in 1852, Yotification has on the
whole been satlsfpotory. Troatment and iselation raises o gquestieon which
in this area will require some serious consideration. Sinee the infootious
diseases hospitols were token out of the hands of the Local Authorities, it
has become mich more 4iffieult to find pccommodation for hospital isolatien
of infectious ocnses in opidemics. Tho scorlet fever going on at present
(February=March 1953) is o cnse in point. While I recopnise that to the
Heglonal Boards, the spectacle, or evon the thought, of beds standing empty
must be painful, it oan never be possible to dezl with a sudden epidemio if
the mejority of the beds in infoctious diseasecs hospitals are kept occupled.
The poliey has been introduced in recent years of filling up veecant I.D.
hospital beds with tuberculous patients. The result is that whoen o disease
like asearlet fever or measles brecke out, neither the staffing, nor the
number of beds, of the I.D. Hospitals are sufficiontly expansible to moet
the event: Searlet fever is not, it is true, now a serious discase except
in a very smell peroontago of cases but it 1s still viewed in the Highlanda
with deeply rooted fear. It hes, too, certain potentinl dangers - in mild
oase8 ps mich as in sovere onsos = and if an epidomic cannet be sontrolled by
isolation, it is lnevitable that there will be eases of complicntionsz, and
widesprond and prolonged school absence follows, together with some publie
dissatisfaction with the incbility of the '"Authorities' to scoure adequnte
iseletion. This publie apprehension - or misapprehension- may be to some
extent unjustified or et lecst miadireected, but it exists, and it is
diffieult for n health suthority te keep the confidence of the loecal
population if it pays no attention to alarm that certainly exists. I could
not feel satisfied with my ability to deal with the epidemicleogical side of
infectious dizsense without more say in the availability of hospitel
accommodation. At pregent, as often ms mot, I should like to put cortain
children in hospital but am eomplotely prowented bocmuse tho Hespital tell
me that they simply "havo no beds". To bo told, cs I sometimes am in these
circumstances, that I can send an Obon ohild to Lochgilphood or to Glasgow is
n
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not particularly consoling. To the persons concermed, an inconvenience of
this magnitude is as intolersble as the inability to deal with the matter
locally.

Tubereulosis.
Notifientions in 1582 were:=

Respiretory tubsroulosis 85 (38 males, 47 females)
Non-respiratory tubsrculosis 15 (11 males, 4 females)

The age distribution of these notifications was as follows;=-

-

Age group Falmonary ]'-:m-l’ulmﬂnﬁl'}"_'
Under 5 1 3
Between 5§ & 15 15 &
Between 15 & 45 51 B
Between 45 & 65 16 -

Over E5 3 1

Total 85 15

s o s e

The age distribution of the lmown ocases of Tuberoulosis in the County
was as follows:=-

Aga group Pulmonary |Non=Fulmonary
Undar 5 1 2
Between £ & 15 a7 18
Between 15 & 45 274 43
Betwoon 45 & 65 81 10
Over 65 11 ' 2]

Total | 394 | 79

There were 16 deaths from tuberculosis, 11 males and 5 females, a rate
of 025 per 1,000. Last year!s rate was 0.44 per 1,000. The previous
lowest annuel rote wne 0.31 in 1944, When munmbers are so small altegether,
such a lowering in the rate must be regarded with reserve until it has been
shown, over a period bf years, te be really signifieant. It is however an
encouraging sign.

Of the 16 deaths, 5§ wore only notified as tuberculous cases within
throe momths of death.

Montal Health.

Tho arrangemonts in fores are working in o sotisfactory manner snd the
help given by the Medical Superintendont snd tho staff of the Argyll & Bute
Hental Hospital at thelr elinies and at othor times is muoh apprecisted.

Yurserios and Child Minders Regnlation Act.

There are no mirseries and no recognised ohild minders in Argyll.
Schoo
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School Health Sarvica.

A separate report on this Service is prepared and submitted anrmally.
My last report for the year up to 31/7/52 was sent to the Department of
Health in December 19562, I have nothing which I nsed to add to this now,
save that arrangements for a possible school demtal service are under
digoussion, as indicated in that part of the report dealing with dental ocara,

Fort Health Administration.

items of work under this heading are few and far between. Ocoasionally
medical attention for crews, or skeleton crews of ships leid up off the
Argyll (Clydeside) coast, has to be arranged for., Senitary inspectors
oooasionally undertake rat control enguiries om ships in ome or other of the
pmall portsa. I am not nltogothor satisfied that the permenent berthing of
osoupied housebeats ete. in the Crinan Canal and elsewhere may net one dey
call for review.

Food Supply.

The County Sanltary Inspector's report covers the chief items of day to
day work importance in this field.

1. M1k officers. The County Council employ two millk officers, one of whom
ragigned lagt yenr but hos agreed to carry on ponding a decision by the County
Council regarding a successor. I consider the woerk done by these two
officers os wvonluable ond indeed essentiml. I nead cnly compare the number

of mllk producers and demlers in Argyll, and the area over which they are
spread, with the numbers and areas in other counties of whieh I hawvo
information, to indicote that the Arpyll milk officers work oxcecdingly hard.
The stomdard of milk production has risen of lato years in a most crediteble
way, end it will be exceedingly disappointing if fineneinl oconsiderations

lead to the curtsiling - indeed to the failure to expand - of this supervisery
servica.

2. M1X produoction. A recent evietion order, due %o be enforeed in May 1954,
ageinst & milk producer who supplies milk over a large area in Mull, and in
favour of a proprietor who proposes to use the farm as o "Beef-ronch", has
drovm public attention te a possible futuro dewvelopment in farming in this
area which might lend to o serious restriction of milk supplies in some
localitiess As I sce it the ever rising stendards of hygionie practioce
demanded in milk production, while praiseworthy themselwes, tend to
discournge farmers in the less highly dewveloped areas from bringing their
premiges up to the necessary stondard te qunlify for speeicnl desipgnetion
lloences. If, as appoars to be happoning new, an adegunte, nlternative,
inducemant to produce beef cattle 1z offered te them, they will tond to
abandon milk production on on adequote soale, and o distriet may find itself
foced with the possibility of losing its supply.

In this general sonnection T might petheps draw your attention to a
development in the retnil distribution of mill: which has boon brought te my
notlce in the past yenr. With the rising cost of bottles, of motors, petrol,
and of wnges, milk dealers ore beooming more unwilling to burden themselves
with the lobour of distribution of milk to individuols, and the time may come
before long when householders goenerally will howe to eolloet their milk
themselves, even in o fuirly populous willage, from s centrel point. This is
of oourse not o development which affecots milk slone btut in o community where
in & number of households all responsible membors of the household moy be out
at work during the day, tho absence of a dally milk delivery may become o
serious Inconvenience, Where most other foodstufla are concerned, the faot
thet they moy be delivered onee woekly, in o largor gquantity, mades the
delivery much less uncconomic, but by its very noture milk must in almost all
cages bo deolivered in o small quontity, and dadly, and it is not difficult te
soe the distributors! point of wiow.

S« Ment. A speciel covered lorry has been brought into use in Oban for the
distribution of ment. Elscwhere the meat distribution is ressonably
satisfoctory.

4./







4. Foodshops, Hostaurants, Cofes. 1In n County liko Argyll where the summar
tourist traffic iz important, comstant watch on premises where food is sold
or preparad is necessary. In goneral the standards in Argyll are

satisfaoctory, though there is certainly room for improvement here and there.

6. Food polsenine. There were no outbresks of food peisoning of any
importance in 1952.

Wational Assistence Act 1948,

Part 111 acocmmodation is available to the County at (1) Dalintari
Hospital, Oban: (2) Gortanvoggie House, Islay and (3) Viitehburn House,
Campbeltowmn. Thase institutions being under the contrel of the Regional
Hospital Board, it is not always sasy to obtain accommodation when it is
wanted, sinee the need crises only vecasienally, though when it does 1t is
ngually sudden and urgent. I lmow the difficulties such sudden demands may
cause to an institution whioh will ususlly be used for its other purposes at
all times to its full capacity, and I appreciate the invariable courtesy and
helpfulness uf the staffs of these institutions even when faoed with the most
umweloome prospects of extreme and unsuitable overcrowding.

In o County such ns this it is hardly possible to have ony stoanding
organisation for the welfare of disabled persons apsrt from the uwsual social
gervioes which are nvailable. Prismte practitioners and hospital specisliats
do mmuoch, in an inconspicuous way, to find sultable jobs for persons
ineapacitated by injury or by, for instance, n tuberculous history,

The County Council combributes to, but does not itsell run,; twe old
peoples homes in Argyll = in Campbelteem cnd Duneon. An owventide homo ia
to be opemed in Oban before long, bty tho ¥orth Argyll Eventide Home
Asaoclation. My staff scc these promises from time to time and I am
consulted on points of design, safety moasures, ndministration, cte.
whore necessary.

There were no compulsory removals under Sectiom 47 in 1952,

Nursing Homes Registrotion.

Thore are none in Argyll. Cne or two bonrding howses, whioh specirlise
in boerding old people, hove ceonsionnlly aspired te the title, and have baen
inapected, but though the necoommedation hos usually been satisfactory for
boarding, it has not moritod the technienl designoation of nursing homo, and
the owmers have beun notified aceerdingly.

Henlth Education.

‘No erganised campoign hes been undertoken in 1952. The Counoil recently
considered the matter end decided (and I om in agreement with them) that in
Argyl]l campaigns of this noture would not be justified.

General Senitation.

Housing. Continued progress hos been made in the erection of houses in the
Londward area of the County. fficulties in obtaining sultoble sites
oontinue to cocur and ground suitable for building on is difficult to find
near willages where mony of the houses erc required.

The problem of obteining water supplics in plooss where houses aore
required but whore ne rural water supply scheme is in being or may not be
undertaken for some yenrs to come, is presenting a problom.

There are many places where houses are required in which there will
naver be a rural water scheme and smnll water supplies must of nocessity be
introduceds These need not be costly and could if necessary supply other
houses in the proximity. Theso supplies should aualify for grant in the
unsual way and it 1s to be hoped that progress along these lines may take plaoce.

The high cost of bullding creates a problem in rural areas as tho rontals


















Water Supplies,

The Rural Water Supply Schemes at Portnahaven, Cairndow, Kilmichael-
Glassary, Tayvallich, Connel-Benderloch (part scheme), Craipnure (Temporary)
and Peninver were completed during the year, and at the end of the yeer the
achemes at Carradale and Derveig were well advanced and nearing completicn
and pipe laying was in preogress at the Furnace-Craras Scheme.

The water supplies at three housing schemss - Appin, Filwmelford and
Kilmore = wyere also completed and the water supply for the Cullipool houses
is nearing the completion stage,

Works of improvement were carried out at existing supplies as follows: -

i . Mecdernisation and repair of pressure filters and
treatment plant.
Bovmore, General repairs, new ring mains, scraping of main from intake
to village and the supply ougmented by taking in additional springe.

Balvicar, HNew intake provided to augment the existing supply and
seraping of main in progress,

Dalmally, Two additional storage tenks instelled,

Inmallan, Slow zend filters repaired and cleaned ocut, new ring main and
pame geraving of main pipe carried out,

Kilmin, Scraping of main,

Port Charlotte. Springs cleaned out and supply temporarily augmented
by water punped from adjacent burn,

Sandbank. Modernisation and repair of pressure filters and exbtension
to filter house in progress.
Toymuilt,  New ring main,

Tighnabrusich and Kames, Slow sand filters cleanad cut and defective
Pittings replaced, new ring main and extension laid to Wharf Cottage
and Fier,

Tarbert. Slow sand filters cleaned out and walls and floers of
filters waterproofed and main scraped from filter to pier.

Water Sampling,

Twenty-five chemical and 24 bacteriological samples of water were taken
in comnection with new Rural Water Supply Schemes and existing public supplies
and 16 chemical and 9 bacteriological samples were taken in connection with
proposed new gupplies and existing private supplics where the guality eof the
water was in doubt.

In addition to the above 31 chemical and 21 bacteriological samples were
taken at farms where new water supplies were introduced under the
Agricultural (Miscellaneous Provisions) dct,

The mmber of houses provided with inside water supplies amd sanitary
facilities has becn very substantially increased during the year as a result
ef the completion of the new Rural Water Schemes and by the advambope talken
of the improvement grants awvailable under the Housing (Seotlaind) act, 1950
and the varions schemes of assistance cperzted by the Department of
Agrieulture,

Droinage.
Three new Special Drainage Districts were formed during the year at
Carradale, Carmoch, Glencoe and Dervaig, Hull, and the Ardrishaig Special
Drainage District was extended to include the new County Council houses at

Glﬂ'lf}?ﬁ Distillery. There are now {14 Special Drainage Diastriects in the
County,
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County but sewerage schemes hawve still to be provided for the new districts.
Sewerage facilities are much needed at Carnmoch where many of the houses have
been equipped with sanitary facilitiea and others.are in the course of being so
equipped and it is becoming impracticable in view of the close proximity of the
housez to instal individunl septie tonls and soskawaya, The same applies to
other compact aillages in the County where there are public water supplies but
no sewerage facilities, The cost of providing sewerage schemes for these amall
communities is prohibitive even with the 2id of a grant, and there is little
Frospect of providing schemes for these small places unless grants are
substantially increased and a flat rate for drainege adophbed,

Sea 5

The number of Bpecial Scavenging Districts in the County has been increased
to 20 during the year by the formation of three new districts at Cullipool,
Appin and North Connel-Benderlech. A contractor has still 4o be cbtained for
the collection of refuse in Cullipeol and it has not been possible to meke o
collection in Appin owing to the difficulty of obtaining a site for a refuse
dump, Beavenging in the North Cormel district is carried ocut by a local
contractor who has alse provided a dump on his ovm ground,

Proposals for the formation of a Speecial Secavenging District for Toymudlt
are alao being considered but there has been some dolsy in finelising the scheme
because off the difficulty of obteining a site for a refuse dump,

' The scheme proposed for the collection of refuse in the Mull of Kintyre and
of which mention wos made in my Armmal Report for 1951 has advanced a stage
further, An offer haz now been reccived fram the Burgh of Cempbeltown for the
collection of refuse from all the existing Special Diatricts in the area and also
from the amoll commnities lying in between which are not et present serviced.
The cogt of the extendsd scheme under the new offer will be approximately the
seme as the present corbined costs of the existing Special Districts and it is
to be hoped that the Burgh's offer will be accopted and the scheme put into
cperation at an sarly date,

The refuse collected at Innellan, Sendbank and Kilmm is now removed to the
refuse destructor in the Burgh of Duncon.

Food Supply.

Inspections were made to all Butchers' and Fishmengers' shops in the Burghs
and Landward area of the County at the request of the Health and Welfare
Committee and a deotailed report was made out for each shop., Altogcther 68
Butchera' and 18 Fishmongers' shops were visited and the following is a brief
report on the generzl conditions found o= regards construction of premises,
aleanliness, probection of foodstuffs from contemination ete.

Construction and Cleanliness. The majority of the shops in the Burghs,

» particularly the front shops, have been modernised and in some shops a
voary high standerd of hygplenic censtruction has been cbioined with the
provision of tiled walls, terrezszo floors and marble ard ferrazzo topped
counters and disploy windows, In the Lendvord area the shops generally
wera not up to the stanlard obtainced in the Burghs but some of the shops
in the more populous villapes cormare with the best of the Burgh shops.
In the poorer type of shop the walls were woodlined, floors and counters
etc, were of wood and the only signs of modermisetion were marble tops
to the windows and counters, The construction in 6 shops in the Burghs
and 411 shops in the Londvwnrd area wms of & wvery poor standard,

The back shops were penerally not up to the standsard of the frent
shepas and in meny cases were congested ond untidy due to the rather
limited accommodatien, The ventilation and natural lighting in some of
the back premises were slsc not 211 that could be desired, but owing to
site congestion it would be impossible in meny cescs to carry out
improverents or extensiens to the back shops,

The frent shops both in the Burghs ard Landward area were on the
whole meintained in a clean condition and only in one shop were conditions

really/
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really bad, The same could not be said for the back premises which
wore inelined te be wntidy due mainly to insdequate atorage space,
The personal clemnliness of the shopkeepera and staf{ wos good and
all, with one exception wore clean overalis,

Frotection of Mesat from Contamination. Fourteen shops were without cold
stores or refrigerators and in five fishmongers' shops ice boxes only
were in nse, Where eold stores or refriperctors were instelled the
meat was usually placed in the cold stores overnight and only the meat
required for the day's noeds vas brought ocut for hanging end display in
the shepa, Only one shop hal s eold store large enough to hang whole
beaf carcpses, In the other shops the carcases were ususlly himg and
stored in the front shops where they wore cxposed to dust and to the
touch and breath of customers. It was noted, however, that there is now
lezss usc mede of the well rails on the customers' side of the counter for
hanging earcases ond joints but this may be due to rotioning,

Fish was displayed in open windows and on tables in thc shops where
1% was exposed to contaminstion from dust, flies and the breath of
eusteomars, In one shop, hovewver, vhere fruit and wegetables were alse
sold, the fish was displeyed in glass covered dishes,

Duel businesses were cairied on in 19 shops - 12 proccr-butchers;
4 fruiterer-butchers; 1 bubtcher-fishmonger; 1 fruiterer-fishmenger and
in one butcher's shop electrical egquipment wos zold and displayed in
the window, The dual businesses were confined to separate sides of
the shop, but in some instances, where conditions were cramped, articles
comnected with one side of the business overflowsd into the other.

On the whole the £y nulssnee was not sericus and it was the commen
practice with the shopkeepers to spray their premises with an insecticide
after the meat had been stored away for the night, The importance of
keeping their premises as fly-free as possible wmg stressed with the
shopkeepers

-

ties for Wes and Sterilis . Twelve shops hed mo sinks
inatalled and ne woter supply laid on to the promises. ALl the other
ghops had o sink and cold water tap at leest, and 71 had also facilities
for hot water but only in L5 shops were the hot water supplies adequate.

Sanitg accommodation. Forty-four shops with their own W.Cs., 29 sharing

W.Cs. with of shops and houses and 13 with no sanitary conveniences.
In 2 shops separate acconmodation was provided for male and fomale
empleyees.

Ablution facilities for Staff. Only 8 shops had separate wash-hand basins
for the use of the staff. In the cther shops the ainkes used for shop
purpceses wers also used by the staff for personal washing and 9 shops
had no facilities,

Cloakroom jocammodation, No spscinl provision wes made for coats amnd hats
end with fow exceptions thesz articles were hung on hooks fitted up
in the back shops,

Rat Proofi of Premises, Ho serious infestotions were disoovered but in
some of the older typo of shopa there was ovidence that rats had at
some time or other inmvaded the premises, Complete reconstruction of

theat promises would be necessary to moke them rat proof, The more TEw
end modernised shops were adequately protected =against the entry of rats.

The general impressicn grined was thot most shopleepers vere desirous of

having up=-to-date promises and would fake the cpportunity to improve their shops
whenever circumstances permitted.

The condition of other foodshops were noted during the course of sanpling

under the Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Aot and on other official businesa.
Visits were also made to various focdshops, hotel and restaurant kitchens during
an official visit by Mr. A. Bitchie, Chief Food Hygicme 0fficer, Department of
Health for Scotland.

Mica
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Meat Tnspection.

There ere 4 publie slaughterhouses in the County and 14 licensees of private
slaughterhouses - 7 in Islay, 4 in Tiree and 1 each in Cell, Lismorc and Lochaline,
hold permits from the Ministry of Food to slaughter sheep, Detention work at
the public slaughterhouses is earried out by the slaughterhouse menngers and the
Divisicnal Sanitary Inspectors attend at the private slaughterhouses, and a= in
previous years Local Veterinery Surgeons are appointed to act as lieat Inspectors.

One Certificate of Approval wms iasued in respect of premises used for the
storage of meat in terms of the Publie Heslth (Ment) Repulations (Scotlad) 1932,

The follewing tabular statement shews the murber of animels alaughtered and

the weight of meat condenmed at the public slaughterhouses: -
Campbeltowm Public Slaughterhouse,

lumber of Animals Weight (in lvs,)
e el Slaughtered EEE;‘;% I;;rﬁiﬂmla }.EEE& Ejﬁzﬁﬂé?mi‘ﬁs
Cattle 59 19 . 13472
Sheep 2951 22 § 1458
Calves 2693 5 g 270
Pige L3 2 iy 266
Totals Bl 48 15466
_
Dunoon Public Slaughterhouse.
Class of Animal ﬁmwrfwﬁwﬂl%wuﬂl e R ’
e Go-rﬂur@r:d Gmldmh:nr:g e b”i
Cattle 83l - & 7062
Sheep 5217 6 - £90
Calves 80 - e z
Pigs 25 - 1 9
Totals 1156 5 7 7764

Oban Public S8laughterhouse

Mhamber of fadmals Weicht 1 1bg.
Class of Animal I ETNAT, oi‘ncogﬁ’-;;m )
Slaughtered | . £ 1 Meat ond Offn
Cenderned | Condemned

Cattle g78 15 20 15048
Sheep 5lidi3 s 6 187
Calves 493 5 1 L |
Pigs 116 1 = 286
Totals 7030 L5 27 17559
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Food and Drugs (idulteration) hct,

Pifteen formal and 89 informal samples were takon during the year and
submitted to the County Analysts= for examination and the following table
ahows the nature of the articles procured and the resultz of anslyses:-

Informal Formal

Articles Sempled [To o 0o T Not Gemmine | Cermine | lot Genuine | Lov218

Blancmango
Coflee
Cornflour
Custard Powder
Cocking Fat
Uripping
Drinking
Chocolate
Tirnned Fruit
Fizh Paste
Fruit Pudding
Bpiled Gammon
Grapefruit Juice
Honey
Ice Cream 1
Icing Sugar
Jam
Marzipan
Mile 2
Hince
Meat Paste
Mincemeat
Oatmenl
Rum
Saus=age
Sponge
Table Jelly
Tea
Tapioca
Vegetable Soup
Whisky

Totals
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In addition to the sarples of milk procured under the Food and Drugs let,
626 samples of milk sulmitted for bacteriological examination were also examined
for butter fat comtent and 9 or 1:4% were found to contain less then 3% butter
fat. The lowest butter fat content was 2-817.

The non-gemuine formal sample of milk, taken in the course of delivery, was
procured at the end of the year and wae reported to the Proourstor Fiscal. The
vendors of the non-genuine informal semples were verned and further samples
obtained from them were found satisfsctory,

Public Health !Pr.wasswatives etc, in anﬁ.} Regulations.

Particulars of the samples taken under the above Repulations core included
under "Food and Drugs". Inspecticns were alse carried out in regard to the
labelling of foodstuffs comtaining preservatives.

Milk and Deirdics.

The mumber of registered dediry premises at the end of the year wae os
follows: -

Registered and Provigionally Registered Producers - 429
Registered Milkshops and Retailers only - 23

Forty/
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Forty-three registered producers were removed from the register and 9 new
registrations were granted, The mejority of the preducers removed from the
register were only retailing a few pints of milk cccasionally to neighbours and
to visitors during the summer months and the remainder had given up milk
production. The new registrations were granted in respect of premises in
Qowad — 1; Ielay - L; Kinkyre - 1; South Lorn - 2 and North Loxrn - 1. The
estimated mmber of milk cows in registered and provisicnally registered dairy
byres was 8,500 and more than 90% of the dairy herds are Attested,

Three new dairies (dry) were registered during the year and one existing
dairy was removed from the register en the dairyman giving up business. One
of the new dairymen is installing a pasteurising plant with a view to
obtaining & Pasteuriser's Licence. Three applications for the registration
of milk vans and five applicetions for the sole of bottled milk only were

granted,

The rmumber of exempted premises wms reduced to 65 as a result of 2 survey
- which disclosed that many of the exempted dairymen were only producing milk for
thelr own use and calf reering, The premises laft on the list consist of
hotels where milk is produced =solely for hotel purposes, presdses on the
islands and in remote areas where milk is sold in small quantities to a few
neighbours and enployees and cccasionally to visitors during the swmer months,

The munber of existing premises extensively reconstructed and brought up
to modern standards during the yesar was 12 and the mumber of premises
reconstructed in cormection with new registraotions was 11 ineluding 3 milkshops,
Mincr structural improvements were also carried ocut ot many other dairy farms.

The mumber of routine inspections of registered and exempted dairy farms
and milkshops etc. carried out by the Divisional Sanitary Inspectors and Milk
' Officers, exclusive of visits in commection with sampling, was 915. This is
& considerable reduction on the previous year's wvisits due mainly to the
abasnce fram duty of the Kintyre Milk Officer for fully five months of the

year through ill-health,

The Kintyre Milk Officer tendered her resignation towards the end of the
year but agreed o continue her services until a new appointment wis mado. It
is essential that a Milk Officer should be re-appointed for Kintyre if adequate
gupervision of the dairy farms is to be maointained, There are 148 producers
of Tuberculin Tested Milk and B84 non desipnated milk preducers in the district
and it would be utterly imposaible for the Divisional Sonitery Inspecter to
cope with the work carried out by the Milk Officer in addition to his many
other statubory duties, and his duties as Sanitary Inspecter for the Burgh of
Campbaltown.

School Millc,
Beventy somples of achoel milk were obtained by the M1k Officers during

the year and submitted for bactericlogicsl swmmination, The results were as
follows: -

S s;ﬂf"ﬁ ﬁ&cﬁm Unsat?gémto:y
Tuberculin Tested | L7 38 3
Pasteurised 23 18 5

Totals 70 56 14

The milk fat content in all but ocne of the samples was sbove 3%, It is
impessible to take samples of the milk supplied to the more remote schools Tor
bactericlogical examination because of the delay in geltting the semples to the
la‘bcravﬁg?ry in Glasgow and in some instances the samples referred to chove
arTi
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arrived at the laboratory over 24 hours after the time of preduction. In
Kintyre where there iz an air service, the time table does not suit school
milk sampling and the sampling of milk retailers' supplics, The samples
have to be deliwvered at the Pareels Office in Campbeliowm before 11 a.m,
otherwise they miss the plane for thet day snd it iz impeossible to get samples
from the landvward achools to the Parcels Office by that time as the miik is
not delivered to the schools until 10 a.m, or after,

Milk (Special Designations)(Seotland) Oxder, 1951,

Fourteen new Tuberculin Tested Milk Licences and cne Certified X
Licence vere issued during the year and the number of licences in force at the
end of the year wans as follows: -

No. of Licences
1 ot Li
Desipration Dealers' ijlcer"m;‘:cenfgs T ] Totel
Licencesfl Cowall IslaylKintyre el cuut:: h: Lemn| Coll Producers
Certified 5 1 = - = ~ - 1
Tuberculin Tested 9 16 19 148 ;. 16 3 211
/| Standard - - 1 1 - - - 2
| Pasteurised 5 - - 1 - 1 - 2
[ Tuberculin Tested B R i g i 5 i i 5
| (Pesteuriscd)
Totals 26 N 17 | 20 150 9 17 3 216
|==m"‘= - e s ==

The mumber of milk samples obtained from producers in the County amd
submitted for bactericlogical examination was 373. This is a considerzsble drop
in mumbers compared with the previous yeer and was meinly due to the sbaence
from duty of the Kintyre Milk 0fficer for nearly six momths of the year due to

ill=-health, The results of the cccomination of the samples are given in the
following tabla: -
Ho, Sample :
Designation cmﬁ% ¥ | satisfactory | Unsatisfactory
Certified 2 2 -
Tuberculin Tested 327 21 86
Standard 1 1 -
Pasteurised 25 25 -
[ Tuberculin Tested i " 7
(Pasteurised)
Totals 373 287 a6

There wos no c¢ase in which a producer's milk failed to pass the test on

three consecutive cccasions,

Banples of desipgnnbed milks were also obbtained from retailers' premises
and submitied for bactericlogical examinatieon, Off the 42 samples taken 3 were
FPosteurised milks and 8 wers Tuberculin Tested milks., Eight of the Pasteurised
milks and 2 of the Tuberculin Tested mills feiled to comply with the required
bhactericlogical stendard.

One hundred and ten non-dcsignated milk samples were examined
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hacteriologicelly snd 76 or 69% comrlied with the sbondord for Tubereulin Tested

Ice Cream (Bcotlond) Nepulations, 1948,

The position regerding premises and wehicles ot the end of the year was
as folleows:-
Promises Vehicles

No, of Registrations granted in 1952 8 -
No., of Registrations cancelled in 4952 - - -

No., of Registraticns in force at the
end of 1952 29 2

Visits of inspection to the mmber of 79 were mode to premises vhere ice oream
is mamifactured and/or sold and it wes found nccessory in five instances to bring
to the notice of dealers certain irregulerities which have since been rectified,

Samples of ice cream token for chemical snmalysis are included under Food
ard Drugs, In additien 32 samples wore prooured for bactericlogicsl
sxamination and 11 were found to be unsatisfactory, 2 by reason of 2 high
bacterdial count, 5 by reason of B, Coli and L by reason of a hirsh bacterial
count and B, Colli, The unsatisfactory sample= were obtained from 7 dealers
who were notified of the results, Heopeat sarples were taken and in four cases
it was necessery to take o second repeat sample before the desired improvement
was obtained,

Pactories Act.

There are 101 non-mechanical and 138 mechanical factories em the register
and the mmber of visits of inepection carried ocut during the year under this
heading was 357. Five written notices were sent to owners or occupiers in
raspect of the following unsctisfactory conditions - wvont of cleanliness - 2
unsuitable or defective senitexy cawendences = 2; and insufficient senitary
apccommeodetion - 1,

Offenaive Trodes.

There are no offenagive trades in the County other than the publie
slaughterhouses in Campbeltown, Dunoon, Islay and Oban and the private
slampghtarhouaes and these are conducted in a antisfactory manner,

HCHJ.S i- !'; a

The mmber of new heuses erected by the Loeal futhority for general needs
and oecupied during the yeer was 92 comprising 42 of three apartments end 50 of
four apartments (ineluding 12 Sgricultural Workers' houses) and the following
table show= the mmber and types of Local Authority houses erected and ocoupied
since 1939 to the end of 1952:-

= Tyoe of Houses =
Size of Heousze Treditional 0o d!mfﬂr]it Swedish| il ler] Blackburm|Totals |
5 Apartments 299 L& - - - 20 20 385
L. Apartments - L2 122 | 18 56 1 2y 276
5 Apartments - - - 8 - - - 8
Totals 299 88 122 26 56 L1 Ly 669
—_—

The mmiber of new houses erected and completed during the year by priwvate
par:v;fmm was 9 comprising 5 of three apartments, 5 of four apertments and {1 of
£1
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five apartments, In addition 106 houses of four apartments and 2 houses of
five apartments were completed by the Forestry Commission and 1 house of four
apartments was completed by the North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board.

The mumber of visits of inspectiom carried out in connection with the
allocation of tenants for County Council houses was 554k, The inspections
were made to ascertain the housing conditions of the applicants and to allocate
points to each applicant under the County Council's Points Scheme, Lists
gshowing the applicants in order of priority in accordence with the Points
Becheme were preopared and sulmitted to the District Committees for their
information.

* Humercas complaints received from persons regarding their housing
conditions were slso inwvestipgated, The houses concerned were mainly in the
unfit category, lacking sanitary comveniences and in a general state of
dilapidation, and nothing short of corplete reconsiruction at great expense
would be regquired to make thom £it for habitation. The rents of these old
houses range from £2 to £10 per annum and meny of the occupants carmot afford
the rentals of new houses which are high in comparison, amd they therefore do
net apply for new houses when they are pdvertised., It would appear that these
eld unfit houses st remain until something can be done to provide the eccupiers
with other accamodation at = ront they can afford.

Housing (Scotland) dct, 1950 - Unfit Houses.

the year 32 houses were represented to the County Counecil for
Demolition or Closing Orders, Twendty-nine of the houses concerned were vacated
by successful applicants for Council houses and the remaining three houses were
vacant., After consideration it was agreed to serve Demolition Orders on 17
houseg and Closing Orders on 11 houses, and to defer consideration on the
remaining L. houses in order to allow the owmers time to submit propesals for
the future use of the houses,

Housing EEcatlaui! Act, 1950 = Improvement Grants,

Thirty—-five applications for "improvement" grants were received during
the year and of these, 25 were approved, 5 were refused, 3 were withdramm and
consideration was continued in 2 eases to allew the applicants to submit
amended proposals, Works were carpleted on 21 houses during the year and the
total smount of grant money paid to the apvlicants was £5062.

The total mumber of applications received for grants since the commencement
of the Aet i=s 9B, of which 71 have been approved, 16 refused, 7 withdrawm and
2 are still under consideration, Improvements howve been completed at 26 houses
and the amount of grant moeney paid relative to these is £6038. 3. 3d.

H jeultural Population)(Sceotland) Act, 1938.

The twro houses referred to in my Annuel Report for 1951 were completed
ani occupied during the year. No new applications were received during the

year,

Building Byelaws.

Lpplications received under the County Building Byelaws rumbered 188 and
the total mumber of wvisits of inspection carried out under the Byelaws
‘including the smoke testing of drains was 286,

The following statement shows the number of new houses approved {amlw_ling
County Council houses), the nature of the works proposed to be carried out in
respect of existing houses and buildings, and the mumber of houses involved,
(Houses/
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(Houses improved with the aid of a grant under the Housing (Scotland) Act,
1950 included): -

lumber of Houses
3 Apts. | & Apts. | 5 hpts=.

Nature of Puilding Over Totals

New Houses -
Private Persone ... ik
Forestyy Comnission “ne
Department of Apriculture
Hyiro-Electric Board ...
Conversion of hounse to 2 hounses
Conversion of house to & houzes
Conversion of building to house
Conversion of shop to house
Provision of sanitary
inprwc;mmﬁa (Dwelling
Provision of sonitary
improvements and additions

5§ On
| B i IO s ot LT
L ]
et e W N L T

I 1 F= g 1

| FE I (R e T (-

[}
1
1
I
un
-

to Dwelling houses. , i - - - - 50
Provision of additions only

(bedrooms, kitehens ete,) - - - - 9
Other works to dwelling houszes = = - - 3
Hew Hostel for Worlmen n - - - - 1
H!H Pllbuh‘.l HE'L'LE -ww 'R ' i} Lox L) 2
Alteratiens including sanitary

improvements to publie

tuildings and business

P‘mﬂﬂﬂ - mm - oW KR — - - - 22

fents, Vans and Sheds ate,

Visits of inspection were made to the various worlmen's camps, Forestry
Comml=sion Hostels and Tinber Workers' huts throughout the County.  Lltopether
51 wiaits of inspection were made and conditions generally were found to be
reasomably good both in regerd to the accomnodation provided and the standard of

8 maintained, Suitable sanitary accommodation was provided at three
timber workers" camps where the facilitiecs were Tound to be insdequate,

The cnly large camping site in the County where tents and caravens are
parmitted has W.C. accommodation provided for males and females, a vater supply

1add on to stand-pipes and arvancements made for the disposal of refuse,

Frevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1940,

At the end of 1951 the remainingz Bodent Oporator employed by the County
Council resigned and it was decided not to make any new aprpointments, Throughout
the year the work wes carried on by the Sanitary Inspectors but their duties were
mainly confined to inwestigating complaints of infestations end the survey of

food sheps,

Direct action however was talken by the Sanitary Inspectors at two refuse
dumps controlled by the Local Authority. The dump at Imnellan, which was
discontinued when the refuse was removed to Dunoon, was trested with Screxa 5
bait containing 5% Warfarin, Excellent results were obtained and it was
estimated that several hundreds of rats were destroyed. Gassing was corried
out at the Kinlochleven dump and although only 4 rats were seen there would be
many more destroyed in their burrows. Similar treatment wms carried cut at
the Inveraray Burgh refuse dump and while few rats were secen it is possible
that the nmumber of rats gassed in thelr burrows would be considerable,

Fourteen complainte of infestetion were received and thess were inveatigated

and/


















