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VETERINARY SERVICES.

REPORT BY COUNTY VETERINARY INSPECTOR ON THE OPERATION
OF THE MILK AND DAIRIES (SCOTLAND) ACT, 1914.

In reviewing the work done in carrving out the requirements in terms of
the above Act during 1920, very little more can be said than was done in the
previoug Report for 1928. Ae will be seen, when the detailed statement of the
visits to the distriets and burghs is examined, there is very little difference in
the number of visits paid to the dairy farms. A slightly larger number of cows
has been examined although fewer visits have been made, the resson for the
difference being that farms have been visited on which a larger number of
cows has been kept. It will be noted that fewer visits have been made in the
Deer District, the reason for the decrease being that the roads were venderad
impassable for a considerable time just when the bulk of the visits were due to
be made.

The season during which the cows were housed seemed to be very short in
1929 ae no routine farm-to-farm inspection conld be carried ont after the first
week in May, and only a herd here and there was housed before the first weelk
in November.

Much time waz wasted during the month of October in futile visits to farms
where the cows were found to be at grass, when one wonld normally have expected
to find them indoors. In spite of the many hindrances encountered, most of
the dairy farms were visited once, and in the case of the Burghs, three visits
were made, bat it is obvious that no improvements in the dairy inspection ean
be obtained when a prolonged snowstorm or a fine autumn ean render o onee
yearly inspection impossible.

Improvement can only be obtained by more frequent inspection, and that
can only be carried out if some additional help is given. A county of 2,000
square miles cannot be adequately supervised by one imspector, the distances
to be covered preclude the possibility. One inspection is not enough.  All the
herds should be inspected at least twice during the autumn and winter months,
when there is the greatest possibility of disease amongst the animals, and the
greatest need for grooming and attention to the hygienic side of the dairving
industry. An attempt should also be made to inspect at least some of the herds
in the summer months, and as routine inspection is precluded on acconnt of the
cows being torned oot to grass immedistely milking is finished, an inspector
would have to be domiciled in the neighbourhood of a district in which a large
number of dairy farms iz situated, so that he might be able to make evening
visits and yet keep the travelling expenses at a reasonably low figure in pro-
portion to the work done,

Besides the more frequent inspection of registered dairy farms, an attempt
ought also to be made to ingpect all cows and premises from which milk is soli.
There are many such in the neighbourhood of emall country villages which have
been neglected up to date, and yet there iz perhaps more real need for the
regular inspection of these unregistered sellers of milk than of the large dairy
farmer., The registered dairy farmer has made a stndy of his frade, amd
dairying is his means of livelihood, and he knows it is only by kecping a good
elasgs of cow free from dizease and by attending to the hygienic side of hiz trade
that he can hope to sell his milk. He also knows that his premises and cows are
liable to inspection at any time. These unregistered sellers of milk, on the
other hand, very often have no idea of milk hygiene, no knowledge of when a
cow is diseaged, and even when they do know their cow iz unhealthy, have not
the meang to dispose of her and replace her with a healthy one. Very often
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