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15-second facts {No. 18 in a series)

GAMBLING AND THE BRITISH

You know your patients best, not as statistics,
but as human beings. But how do they live
when compared to the population as a whole ?
We thought you might be interested in some
broad statistical facts about how people are
living in Britain today. Let’s see where they
place their bets.

A Horses carry the largest propartion of the
nation's hopes and shirts : annual turnover
on harserace betting amounts to £885
million. Maost punters, howewver, stay away
from the racecourses, where the bookies’
turnowver isonly £112 million, and the
Tote £31 million.

The dogs carry another £225 million
turnowver, £69 million of which goes thraugh
the windows of the Tote. Another £50
million is gambled on other chance results
including tennis, boxing, and even elections |

Poals coupons carry £121 million worth of
postal orders : the Government collect
£37% million in duty.

Gaming clubs between them turn over
£675 million, bingo another £75 million,
and 37,991 fruit machines turn over £35
million—nearly £1,000 a year each,

The total annual national gambling turnover, as
estimated in 1968, amounted to the staggering
sum of £2,066 million in a year,

Source: Churches” Council on Gambling, 1968,
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