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15-second facts (Mo. 15 in a series)

MONEY AND THE BRITISH

You know your patients best, not as statistics, but
as human beings. But how do they live when
compared to the population as a whola? We
thought you might be interested in some broad
statistical facts about how pecple are living in
Britain to-day. Let's see how they spemd el
money.

A The average family's weekly expenditure is
£24.18 6d. Of this, 26.4% goes on food, Mext
most important items in the family budget ane
transport and vahicles, totalling 13.1%.
Housing comeas next at 12.7%.

Clathing accounts for 8 9% of household
expenditure : fuel, light, and power for 6.2%.
Butluxuries are abviously valued more highly ;
1obacco and alcohol run away with 9.3%.

All other purchases together, including
durable household goods, take another 14%.
And 9.4% is spent on miscellaneous things like
entertainment, postal services, hairdressing,
laundry, hotel and holiday expenses, and a
hundred and one other items—including
pockat money for the kids

Notofficially classed as ‘expenditure’ (though
heads of most housshaolds would probably
disagree) are other weekly outgoings such as
income tax, betting payments, life assurance
premiums, and o forth, These average
E£7.6.0d weekly.

The estimated average amount of currency in
circulation with the public during 1968 was
£2.838 million, Not surprisingly, Christmas raised
the average, December's total being £2.979
million.

Source: WMS0. Publications




TO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION
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