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BY HIS EXCELLENCY,

HENRY J. GARDNER,

GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS,

FOR A DAY OF

PUBLIC THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE.

As States are but aggregates of individuals, (o concentrate the powers and render uniforim the action of society,
the impulses of human nature attach to them, and it is meet that the instinets of a people’s gratitude shonld firul
expression through their instrumentality. At this season, when the teeming ecarth returns an almost unparalleled
reward to the wearied reapers ; when Massachusetts hos been preserved from that pestilence that God has permitted
to decimate other portions of our land ; when the horvors of war demand of us only the deepest sympathy with those
who suffer them ; when Heaven has filled our enp as individuals and as a8 Nation with sueh unnumbered blessings,
it is fitting that the song of Thanksgiving, the notes of Praise, and the words of grateful Prayer, should ascend to
the Giver of every gooml.

I do, thevefore, with the advice and consent of the Conneil, appoint THURSDAY, the TWENTY-NINTTH
DAY OF ROVEMBER next, as aday of Public Thanksgiving, Praise and Prayver. The Citizens of our Common-
wealth ave requested to then assemble in their several places of religions worship, to meditate npon-thie blessings and
miereles of the closing year, and W unite in prayer and praise to their Greacions Author. Tt is proper shat the day be
devoted, among other things, in the langoage of the Constitution of Massachusetts, to * sincerity, zood humoer, and
all the social affections and generous sentiments among the people.”  Let the great primary relations of Kindved and
home be strengthened, and the recollections of youth freshened, and the paternal hearth witness in the children’s
return a realigation of the parent’s instructions and prayers.

st us be grateful  that the great forees of oir, lond and se . have been 20 balaneed and 1ii.-']rlr.-1'1]. and the vieissi-
tudes of day and night, the rain and the sun, so tempered, that health has blessed our people, and plenty owr fields:
That the skill of the artisan, the coterprise of the fishermun, and the perils of those who go down upon the
greal waters, have been erowned with abundant sueeess ; That eur nation has been preserved in external and interna!
peace, and its eitizens have enjoyed, in such full measure, domestic and soeial happiness; That we can point to the
splendor of the memories of that nation’s past, and to the grandear of its future hopes, whose destiny it is vouchsafied
us to advanee and to share; That the Churel, the Bible and the School have been blessed in their Imh' work of
warming the hearts, quickening the affections, and enlightening the intellects of our people,

On this day let us thank God, with reverential joy, ns those who believe in the |.|'|-:E]|r|111'11um-u::J' good over evil, and
with generons hopes, as those assured of the eternal victory of trath over ercor. And let us also pray, that the holy
religion of our fithers may not be sapped by the infidelities and rationalism, born of this too material and philo-
sophical age; That the humbler vietues, the simpler clements of character, morality, sineerity, prodence, mmL-r;m-
desives and the morve quiet enjoyments amd ambitions of life, may be cultivated and prevail among our people; That
in the hardy soil of New Eugland, and amid the restless aclivity of onr |_H'|:||r|1'1 the more Fencrous charities and nobler
philanthrophies may still take root, blossom and bear frait ; That while to us, asa nation, temporal blessings have been
grauted in such afflucut store, spiritual riches may accompany and hallow thew ; That vital "Jll'ihiiiltii_‘llﬁ may nore
and more exhibit its power to eorveet the errors and to control the passions of mankind ; That the approaching
winter may be tempered to the poor and friendless; Thot o those whom God has given abundanee may alse be
vouchsaled hearts willing and desivous of bestowing freely upon the needy and destitute ; That God would be
araciously pleased in His wizsdom to vestore those vights amd that freslom toany of His people who may have been
.[g-],l-]\.'-l{ ot them '.-_‘. freand or |!|_I. violenee : And that onr nation iy become o viehteous nation, our |:|,';|E:|||,- I Iml:p
people, and our land o land of temperance, freedom, picty and peace.

iven al the Couneil Chamber, in IBoston, this twwenty=third day of fhetober, in the wear of onr Lord one
thowsand eight huadred ond fiftg-fice, and of the Tndependence of the Ealted States the vightieth,

HENRY J. GARDNER.

By his exeellency the Governor, with Iliu-{
& advice of the Couneil. !

EPHRAIM M. WRIGHT, Secrelary.
God save.the Commonwealth of Massachusetts!

WILEILM WHITE, FRISTI




