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Such persons have immediately recovered on my de-
siring them to send for their water from the street pumps,
and keeping them on a diet made from that water under
their own eyes. :

I have examined many specimens of water from dif-
ferent lodging-houses, and have found lead in each of
them ; indeed in one specimen, which I have lodged with
the Mayor,* the water looks positively milky from the pre-
gence of Carbonate of Lead.t This water is filtered for the
use of the house, whereby only the thick portion is re-
moved, the soluble part holding salt of Lead in solution
being left for consumption by the inhabitants of the house
—visitors as well as the occupiers themselves.

It is a notorious fact that the water supplied in these
Towns has a peculiar affinity for lead,t which is much in-
creased at this time of year, when a large quantity of
vegetable matter in a state of decay impregnates the water
derived from the springs, and furnishes in abundance the
necessary Carbon to unite with the lead in furnishing that
deadliest of its salts—the Carbonate of Lead.

Plumbers say that an inch leaden tank§ will be eaten
in holes in three years.l&

As weak persons, (especially those who flock to these
towns for health and recovery,) are most amenable to the

 influences of lead, thisisa subject full of deep importance.

The Corporation’s powers are limited to compelling

~ householders to provide tanks; they cannot enforce any
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particular “%kind of tank. May I ask you, Sir, where
ers are to be sought to remedy these evils affecting
an life, to which I have humbly called your attention ?

4 [Here an ““ &e”’ is added. ]

* [Mr. Rock, the late Mayor.]
The authority for this statement is not known. The result

- of Dr. Taylor’s analysis is very different: See Report, p. xix.]

§ [Mr. Rock’s copy has “a thick leaden tank here.”

y ‘ J‘[We have been informed by plumbers both in London and

:.1 tings that such a thing as *an inckh leaden tank’ is never
‘E;-Jtlarlinhoua-es; and no instance of even *“a thick leaden tank

L]

] been ““ eaten in holes in three years” in this place has been
- brought before us.]
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specimens I found some muddy, some greenfrom filthy tanks,
and others positively stinking. All these facts I passed by,
as being of a character [possibly*] dependent on the care
of the householder. DBut I began to find that in cases of
irritative indigestion, or weakness of those organs, that
symptoms grew up and became manifest, which no pre-
vious constitutional condition could account for or explain.
Most of them were accompanied with tenderness of the ab-
domen, pain, heat, coldness of the extremities, constipation
and fever, which convinced me that a metallic poison was
at work. One specimen of water (corresponding with that
I sent to the Water Committee,) I tested, and after evapo-
rating it down, I passed a stream of sulphuretted hydrogen
gas through it, and its characteristic dark color was the
result—indicating lead,

On the 4th of Oectober I was ealled up at 4 a.m. to
visit a gentleman who had colic in a most violent degree
about the navel, and all the symptoms of lead-poisoning.
He had been a dyspeptic for years, and was therefore es-
pecially obnoxious to the poisonous action of lead. He had
in fact all the symptoms of painter’s colic. On the 7th, at
o a.m., he had a second most violent return in an aggra-
vated degree. On the 15th he was again seized in the
same manner with increased ferocity ; again on the 17th,
and on the 21st. The patient’s health was now fairly
broken down, and I, as well as his family, began to feel
great anxiety, and to despair of his life from extreme ex-
haustion. Where to seek for the cause of such renewed
attacks I knew not, till I tested the water he drank. My
conviction was sealed in a minute. This was the water I
analyzed. This gentleman sent for pure water to drink
and to have his food cooked in, and had no further attack,
My patient returned to Town, and consulted a physician
who has the largest practice amongst the aristocracy of
any man in Town, and was met in consultation by another
~most eminent man. Both expressed their conviction that
lead was the cause of the patient’s ill health. A noble

* [This quﬂifj’it;ﬁ word was added by the writer while the
“sheets were passing through the press. ]
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Dr. Taylor’s Report onthe Hastings Water, and that he
has been unable to discover any amount of lead® in the
gamples submitted to him for examination. Under these
eircumstances we should be glad to know where your In-
formant procured the samples of water which he forwarded
for analysis to Dr. R. D. Thomson, and which were found
to be *“ contaminated with a very considerable quantity of
lead, sufficient to produce dangerous disease ¥
If you can obtain for us this information we will pro-
cure samples of water from the same cisterns, and forward
them to Dr. Taylor for examination.
We are, dear Sir, your obedient servants,
W. A. GREENHILL, el
JOHN PENHALL, } g L

To the Town Clerk, Hastings.

No. 24.
Letter from the Town Clerk of Hastings fo Dr. Garrett.

Hastings Local Board of Health,
Town Clerk’s Office, 17th Feb., 1859.

Dear Sir,

The Hastings Local Board of Health have
taken steps to have the water supplied by the Board an-
alyzed by a competent analyst in London, who has reported
~ that he has been unable to discover any amount of lead
- in the samples of water sent, which samples were taken
~ from different lead cisterns within the Borough. It is
- therefore necessary to ascertain where the water was taken
from which you state was analyzed by Dr. Thomson, and
which was found to be contaminated with lead. .I shall

..,.:--f.].-'-. - -

___;-';-'

A % [As this expression has been misunderstood (see the letters
~ marked Nos. 25, 31. pp. 81, 85.) it may be as well to explain that

~ we referred to Dr. Ta:.rﬂx 's words, (p. xix.) * they contain no lead,
- orthe quantity present is too small to be appreciated by the most
- delicate tests.”]
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No. 35.
Letter from Dr. Garrelt to the Mayor of Hastings.

March 1st, 1859,
Dear Sir,

I wish now to conelude this correspondence,
so that you may complete its publication. After writing
you my letter of Deec. 7th, 1858, I received a visit from
the Turncock,* as the only person the Water Committee
could depute to confer with me respecting this most im-
portant affair. As the salubrity of particular dwellings was
concerned in the subject, I at once declined placing such
information in his hands, and in which he concurred ; but I
sent word by him to the Water Committee, that, if any one
of their body would call upon me, 1 would shew him the
specimens of water I had analyzed, tell him where I had
obtained them, and give every information in my power.
This offer, as you know, was never accepted.+ Is it
decent or right that in asserting a great principle I should
be driven to stigmatize certain houses only? Had my
offer been accepted, the truth must have come out. Here
was their dodge. I assert that the leaden tanks are eaten
away rapidly. Who eats them ? The water, clearly.
Will any honest man, then, condemn me for privately

- calling the attention of the Water Committee to such a
terrible circumstance? Do not all these proceedings bear

a construction of an advocacy of leaden tanks and filthy
water, as well as of a medical cabal against a successful
brother? Mark me, as sure as the God of truth and justice

~ is evidenced in a righteous cause, this cabal will fall back
- upon those who seek to persecute me. No, Sir ; there is too
~ much of the medical influence at work. A surgeon in this
- town declared that ‘“ now we have got our Don of a Doctor,

- and we will drive him out of Hastings.”
"ﬂ

lﬂ # [The Manager of the Waterworks,—the same person who was
- deputed to confer with the Committee of the Medico-Chirurgical

=

| ;;ﬂqciety on the same subject. ]

- % [It will be observed that this was before the matter was
- brought before the Society. ]












