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TO THE PRESIDENT AND FELLOWS OF THE ROYAL

COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.

GENTLEMEN,

My attention having been directed,
during the earlier part of my life, to
the practice, and during a long period
of time, to the preparation, of Medi-
cine, I beg your permission to submit
to you the following observations, in
the hope that they may not be with-
out effect in the treatment of disease.

The Materia Medica is presented
to the physician by the hand of the
pharmaceutical chemist, both in its
natural and its artificial state,

The natural, takes precedence of
the artificial, being the medicine
which a merciful Providence gives us
to heal our sickness: and to obtain
which, manipulation need only be
employed, as I conceive, to separate
the remedial agents from their various
admixtures.

The artificial state, is the work of
chemistry, as usually now conducted ;

proceeding by effecting the separation
of the base of the medicine, from the
combinations in which it is naturally
held.

Far from adopting this view of the
subject, it has been my endeavour,
generally speaking, to maintain the
combinations which nature has formed,
and with few exceptions, when sepa-
ration becomes necessary, to effect
the re-combination of the separated
matter.

At the outset of modern chemistry,
the base of a thing so essential to life,
as atmospheric air, was seized upon
with avidity ; but in its application as
a remedy for disease, vital air has not
been found to be even a substitute,
much less an improvement, on pure
atmospheric air, as it is given us in
its just proportions by the Divine
Artificer. :

In the decomposition of the various


















