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OTHIN G can be more
evidently clear, and deci-

five, than, that the qualifica-
tions of profeflional men, can
be beft underftood and explained
by fuch, as are in the fame habits
and purfuits of life, and that
hence the medical charaéer,
B3 with
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with refpect to its duty and of-
fice, as well as fcientific preten-
{ions, may be difcufled with
mofl propriety, by thofe that
are educated in, and attached
to, that line of life,

The firft, and moft obvious

quality, neceffary to form a true
chara¢ter of this denomination,
muft be, area/ and native at-
tachment, to the ftudy and pur-
{fuit of it. This, mufl of necef-
fity conflitute, and make,gthe
ground work of every fuccefsful
cfiort, torender it either reput-
able, or, compleat, and that can
- make it, either of eftimation, or
ornamental in, fociety. It muft
not depend, upon occafional cir-

cumf{tances

/
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cumiftances in life, to call forth
and exert this principle, but 1t
mufl be, an undeviating perma-
nent difpofition, for confidering
and exercifing its funtion, upon
all occafions, and, be always
prefent, and influence: the fa-
culties, and attention, of the
mind. A great charater, may
be formed, either for the fenate
or the field, from local and oc-
cafional circumftances, inde-
pendant of any native, or even
acquired pif—inciple, of this kind,
and great, as well, as very {uc-
cefsful efforts, may be made,
from enthufiafm, excited, upon
important occafions, which do
not require the habit of accu-
rate attention, or delicate re-

B4 gard,
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gard, tothe rules of fcience and
deliberation.  The obje&s in
either of thefe purfuits, are not,
either fo variable, nor under
fuch changeable influence, as
the human body, in refpe¢t to
health, and they are more per-
manent, in their nature, as well
as lefs deviating, from known
laws and maxims. |

It 1s neceflary to obferve, that
this attachment, which is a
very effential part of the medical
chara&er, fhould evidence it-
felf, in early life, and thould in
courfe, be the inducements, of
leading men, to habits of fre-
quent confideration, from fen(a-

tions of pleafure, arifing, from
the
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the view, and juft eftimation of
{o fine and, magnificent a ftruc=
ture, as the human frame is,
acd which, from the variety and
delicacy of its parts, and the na~
ture of their funétions, difpofe,
to a fearful complication of dz/-
eafe; the accurate attention to
which, muft originate from a
fettled and fixed principle of at-
tachment, to its different dutics

and f{ituations.

To this firft fundamental
principle, neceffary to confti-
tute a chara&ter, we muft con-
join, another, of equal import-
ance, both to reputation and
fuccefs. Thisis Philanthropy;
and this alfo, muil be equally,

native,
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native, original, and undeviat-
ing. ' The fituation ‘of ‘man-
kind, under the influence of
difeafe, is, in every  point of
ViEw, perteCtly compaflionable ;
but thefe fenfations, will plead
in vain, unlefs the heart, from
whence they' fheuld originate,
i1s made of tender and fufcepti-
ble materials, and make up a
real, and not an affiined, part of
the medical chara&er. The
want of this radical principle,
has occafioned many thoufand
operations, that might have
been avoided, with fuccefs, to
the patient; and there would
have been no occafion to deve-
lope, many thoufand cafes, the
confequence of which mode of

treat-
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treatment, have ended in the
mifery and, deftruction of num-
bers.  The abfence of this qua-
lity, has led many to neglect the
moft material parts of the me-
dical character, and alfo tomif-
conceive, ;and invert the cha-
racter, as well as the difpofition
of others, and, alfo, to render
thefe attentions and duties trou-
blefome, which would other-
wife be a matter of amufement
and  pleafure. . We hear con-
{tant complaints of the difficul-
ty of pleafing, and of fatisfying
people, in a ftate of indifpefi-
tion, without either confidering
our own incapacity of doing,
cither.  Philanthropy, which
1s only another word for huma-

| nity,
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nity, will imprefs us very dif-
tinctly, with fenfations and
1deas, in favor of the patient, or,
at leaft, in an indulgent allow-
ance for this ftate of faculty.
Thofe affairs of attention and
care, that are always accepta-
ble, and pleafing, to an agitated
ftate of mind and, bodily pow-
ers, which medical men, of
every denomination, ought to
pofiefs, will be a grateful and
happy refource, that can never
be abfent, under the influence
of this principle. All our in-
difcretions. and improprieties,
muit, in this fituation, meet
with a fympathetic confidera-
tion, and imprefs_ a pleafin g idea
for exerting ourfelves, in an at-

tention.
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tention to frequent and vigilant
attendance, and reconcile us to
the aflurance and belief, that
our duty, to the afflicted, does
not refide entirely in, profe/fion=
al alts.

The prefence and exertion of
this principle, which is confi-
dered, as perfectly effential, in
the compofition of a medical
chara&er, leads on, and con-
nects with it another, quality,
of great efteem, and highly
material.  This is a mild de-
portment, or gentlenefs of
manners. To be always mild
and complacent, eafy and tran-
quil, 1s a pofieflion neceflary
to imprefs upon the mind of

the
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the patient, an idea, that our
prefence’ is agreeable, and, our
being in the poflefion of this
power, we have a ‘'means, of
communicating it to, others,
to a very fenfible degree, and
often to the radical benefit, of
the afli¢ted. It would appear,
very admiflible, in conformity,
to the limited and confined 1deas
of mankind, that this qualifica-
tion was the moft importantofall
others, tho’ in fact it, is only an
appendage, tothat of the preced-
ing one. Though we have great
authority, to affure us, that it 1s
the firft, and of the higheft ori-
gin, fince a very great Philofo-
her declares, that, ¢ zhe wif-

dom which is from above, s
gentle,”
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gentley” alluding, to the im-
preflions, which it makes, as
being perfectly conciliating.
This is native {enfibility, heigh-
tened and improved by . that
delicacy of manners, which,
arifes from a knowledge of {o-
ciety, and juft views of its
wants and neceffities. We are,
from hence excited, to a careful
attention to thes fituation, and
wants of others, in this line
of life, as well as 1n every other,
and, to thofe objects that are
ufually efteemed, pleafing, It
18 this tendernefs and {enfibility,
that {weetens all the a&tions of
life, and gives a true tafte and
relith, to the minute duties of
humanity. Under the influ-

€ncc



.
ence of this fentiment and ha-
bit, the voice and manners, will
always be adapted, and ready,
to exercife the tender and {ym-
pathetic offices, in an attention,
to the wants and difficulties of
the patient, which are con-
ftantly numerous and frequent-
ly, very diftrefling. Every
thing that is foft and pleafing
to the eye, or that delights the
¢ar, in the exterior frame of
natural works, will be produ-
ced, in real fenfation, by the
demeanour of a well polifhed
mind, which has for its object,
the conciliation and efteem of
others. ‘This defirable and
beauteous quality, is the only

{fuccelsful antidote, to harfhnefs
and
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and to, feverity, to pride,and to
rrogance. It happily fup-
prefles, the native turbulence
of the human heart, and, it is
literally that part of our con-
ftitution, which leads us to
with-hold our giving inquie-
tude, or pain, to our fellow
creatures; and,. indeed this idea
fhould imprefs us, in refpect to
every inferior {peciesof the cre-
ation, efpecially in matters that
relate to exiftence, and life.
Our feelings and pafiions are
called forth and agitated, in a
peculiar way, by thofe we fee,
in the various fituations of ill-
health. Compaffion excites us to
reliecve them. Gentlenefs and
&r@earancc, prevents us from

#: retaliating
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retaliating any thing we find of-
fenfive ; tendernefs reftrains, and
forbids every angry pafifion, and
candour, the fuggeftions of
malignity. Sympathy, difpofes
to prevent, cenfure, and is
fraught with indulgence. Gen-
tienefs, tenderly corre&ts what-
ever 1s offenfive, 1n our natural
difpofition, and by a conftant
train of humane attentions,
tries, to alleviate the feverity of
common mifery. It is unlike
other good qualities, called forth
only, on peculiar emergencies,
forits office is, as permanent, as
the hand that gave it, and its
influence, as lafting and, as ex-
tenfive, as the ills that {furround
us. We are, todiftinguifh this

quali-
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qualification, which muft be
native and pure, from that ar-
tificial courtefy, that fmooth-
nefs of manners, which is ex-
hibited in the circle of high
life, and, the fuperficial accom-
plithments of a frivolous age,
which is frequently difcovered,
and is equally empty and vi-
cious ; which fhough pofiefied
fometimes in a very eminent
degree, leads neither to good
thoughts, nor virtuous a&ions.
It is worthy of notice, the re-
gard and attention, which is
paid, even, to an aflumed cha-
racter, of this kind, and this is
one evidence, with many others,
tiat might be adduced, of the
great. efteem, mankind retain,

Ca2 for
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for virtue and goodnefs, the
very f{emblance of which, is
cagerly purfued, without any
tafte for the reality. For to
render f{ociety agreeable, and
pleafing, it 1s indi{penfible to
appear, in this likenefs, and, In
this cafe, the thadow is adored,
while the fubftance is wanting..
In the common intercourfe of
human life, this quality 1s ne-
ceffary to gain the efteem, and
engage the affeCtions, of others,
but, in the medical line, an
in thofe inftances, when it 1
fought, it is peculiarly happy
and therefore to poflefs the ac-
cent and manncrs of gentlenefs
and humanity, is univerfally,
indifpenfible. This eafy, af-
fable,
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fable, mildnefs of temper,
which originates from, and is,
the effe@ of principle, the
beauteous emanation of a good
beart, muft be confidered, as
it really is, an effential part of
the medical chara&er. It muft,
therefore, have its feat in the
native compofition, and like
every other good quality, refide
in the mind, and have its feat
in the heart. It cannot there-
fore, in its nature, be occafion-
‘al and temporary, but conftant,
and always influence, both in
fentiment and a&ion. It 1s
not to be learned, in the fchool
of the world, where focial 1n-
tercourfe, fo inceflantly difco-
vers, an endlefs rotation of eva-

C 3 nefcent
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nefcent fathions. Scenes of ce-
remonious vanity, {pectacles of
pomp, and forms of infidious
politenefs. It is from this
fource only, that can originate
thofe marks of kind attention,
which flow warm and unadul-
terated, from the heart, and a=
lone can render the polithed
and refined inftances of good
breeding, truly pleafing. Pure
gentle manners, are not formed
by any other rules, than thofe
of upright intentions, and un-
diffembled integrity, one par-
ticle of which, is of more real
eftimation and value, in the
juit {cale of reafon, than all the
modes, which caprice, or fa-
thion, can invent, or impole.
Original
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Original good nature, and
benevolence, is a farther ingre-
dient, to compleat this cha-
racter. There is always, a real
unaffeéted civility, arifing from
this quality, which has no de-
ception. The charm of ge-
nuine kindnefs and benignity,
{peaks irrefiftibly, and is inva-
riably, the fame, becaufe found-
ed in fincerity and truth. This,
indeed, like true gentlenefs, is
much more readily underftood,
than defined ; as it does not .
refide in the tone of the voice,
the gefture of the features, the
movements of the body, or the
acts of the hand, but, 1s found-
ed in a juft and adequate {enfe
of what we owe to the common

Cy4 nature
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































