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The Englith Phyfician Enlarged. 191

Time.} They flower in the Summer months, and therein
give their feed.

Government and Virtues.] Mercury, they [ay, owns the
herb, but I rather think it is Venus’s, and I am pretty con-
fident of it too, for I never heard that Mercury ever minded
womens bufine(s fo much: I believe he minds his tudy more.
The decoction of the leaves of Mercury, or the juice thereof
in broth, or drank with a little fugar put to it, purgeth cho-
leric and waterifh humours.  Hippocrates commended it
wonderfully for womens difeales, and applied to the fecret
parts, to eale the pains of the mother ; and ufed the decoc-
tion of it, both to procure womens courfes, and to expel the
after-birth ; and gave the decoétion thereof with mirrh or
pepper, or ufed to apply the leaves outwardly againlt the
flranguary and difeafes of the reins and bladder. He ufed it
alfo for fore and watering eyes, and for the deafnefs and
pains ia the ears, by droppiag the juice thereof into them, and
bathing them afterwards in white wine. The deco®ion
thereof made with water and a cock chicken, is a moft fafe
medicine againft the lot fits of agues. It alfo cleanfeth the
breaft and luags of phlegm, but a litde offendeth the fto-
mach. The juice or diftilled water fouffed up into the no-
ftrils, purgeth the head and eyes of catarrahs and rheums.
Some ufe te drink two or three ounces of the diftilled water,
with a little fugar put to it, in the morning faiing, to open
and purge the body of grofs, vifccus, and melancholy hu-
mours. It 1s wonderful (1f it be not tabulous ) which Diofco-

rides and Theophraflus do relate of it, viz. That if w

‘ : omen
ufe thefe herbs either inwardly or outwardly, for three days

mgethcﬁr after conception, and their couries be patit, they
ﬂ-J_aH bring forth male or female children, according to that
kind of herb they ufe. Matthiolus fuith, that the (sed both

of the male and female Mercury boiled with wormwood and

drank, cureth the yellow jaundice in a {peedy manner. The
leaves or the juice rubbed upon warts, taketh them away.
‘The juice mingled with {ome vinegar, helpeth all running
fcabs, tetters, ringworms, and the itch. Galen faith, that
being applied in manner of a poultice to any [welling or
inflammation, it digefteth “the {welling, and allayeth the
anflammation, and is therefore given in clylters to evacuate
from the belly offenfive humours. Tl Dog  Mercury
although it be lefs ufed, yet may ferve ia the (ame manuc;
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