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‘The world holds you in great efti-
mation for the many humane and
judicious obfervations with which
your work abounds, and I am happy
ta give every teftimony of my re-
oard for that merit, which, whilft _I
defpair of attaining, I cannot but
acknowledge and admire,

You juftly obferve, that Inocula-
tion cannot become materially be-
neficial till 1t 1s rendered univerfal,
alledging that as many die annually
of the natural Small Pox now, as be-
fore this practice was introduced ;
a melancholy circumftance! and
which demands the attention of
every thinking man in this kingdom.

As the ftate will derive the greateft
advantages from Inoculation, it
ought from true policy ever to pro-

mote and encourage that praltice.
For
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For this laudable purpofe, pre-
miums and honorary diftin¢tions
fhould be conferred on all thofe
who in an eminent degree contri-
bute to its advancement. Thofe
gentlemen of the profeffion who in-
‘oculate the greateft numbers, par-
ticularly of" the poor, in a given
time, fhould be rewarded for their
humane efforts to extend the ufe
of this happy difcovery, by which
you affert they may fave more lives
than by all their other endeavours. -

In the Roman ftate, the man who
preferved the life of onze of his fel-
low citizens, was entitled to a civic
crown. Your inftru@ions’ in the
Small Pox alone, if duly attended
to, will fave thoufands, a circum--
ftance which muft afford a heart-:
felt fatisfaction far beyond the pof-

feflion of any honorary reward.
B2 ¢¢ One
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* One felf-approving hour whole yéars
‘¢ out-weighs,

“ Of ftupid ftarérs, and of loud huzzas;

“ All fame is foreign, but of true defert,

¢ Plays round the head, but comes not to
¢¢ the heart.”

Thefe lines, Sir, were written
by Mr. Pope, when he was con-
templating —not the characéters of
heroes, who meditate the deftruc-
tion of the human f{pecies, but of
public benefactors, men whofe views
like your’s, were direted to the
prefervation and happinefs of their
fellow-citizens. Nozu tu corpus eras
jeug peclore.

In an Effay publithed not long
fince, I obferved, that every ab{-
cels which is the crifis of a fever
arifing from an internal diforder,
ought by all means to be encou-

raged
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raged *. This do&trine is agreeabfc '
to the fundamental principles of
aur art, and I am much inclined to
think the variolous ab{cefs ﬂught to
be treated in the fime manner with
other impoftumations 4. General
affertions, it may be faid, thould be
received with fome allowance and
exceptions, and that we fhould hear
what may be urged on both fides of
every queftion, befcre we attempt to

form any determinate judgement..

* Dr. Sydenham, in" his chapter on acute
difeafes, fays, ¢ Reafon di&ates, if IJud- e
I‘léht, that a difeafe is nothing elfe but Na-

ture’s endeavour to thruft forth with all her

might, the murhi-ﬁc matter, for the health of
the patient.”

t+ Dr. Miad fays, < This BENatioR
holds good in all kind of abfcefles, that the
more the puftules tend to fuppuration, the
%reater are the hopes of recovery; and there+
ore when that does not go on according ta
our wifhes, all poffible means are to be ufed
to throw the marbiﬁc humour on.the fkin."
MEeaD on the Small Pox.

2 Many
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Many practitioners affert, that the
variolous fever is a fever fiz generis,
and ought to be treated in a pecu-
liar manner ; that it fthould be at-
tacked with repellents, and every
attempt fhould be made by evacu-
ations, to diminith and {ubdue
its influence. This do&rine of
revulfion, when reduced to prac-
tice, is deemed very pernicious,
and I believe it will be found much
fafer in general to affift, than to re-
tard the efforts of the conftitution.
Ab extra intus redire malum eff.

There 1s a confiderable difference
in opinion betwixt * Baron Dzmfdale
and you, on the fubject of prepara-
tion and the fubfequent treatment
of this diftemper. As my fenti-
ments happen to correfpond in ge-
neral with your’s, I have feleCted

#* On Inoculation,
many
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many paflages from your book in
fupport of them. The Baron writes
- in favour of a different practice, and
his works being much read and
efteemed, I have thought fit to
make feveral quotations from them
alfo, that a true and candid judg-
ment may be formed. ,
Freedom of difcuffion is very
allowable, when i1t does not arife
from malicious or envious mo-
tives, but from a regard for truth.
The opinions and pra&ice, not the
man, are the proper objeéts of li-
terary inyeftigation.
I fhall now proceed to make
fome curfory obfervations on the
procefs preparatory to Inoculation.
When the praétice of Inoculation
was firft introduced into this king-
dom, preparation was never omitted,
and it feemed only a proper and ne-

B 4 ceflary
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ceflary caution on entering upon a:
new and fingular operation. Pre-
paration being made, the mildnefs.
of the difeafe which followed, was
fuppofed by many to be not lefs
owing to the medicines than to the
mode of introducing the variolous-
poifon into the {fyftem. Some years
elapfed before any one ventured to
inoculate without this previous ce-
remony, and when it began to be
omitted (whether by accident or
defign, is immaterial) the practice
was found to. be quite as fuccefsful
as before. People fet themf{elves ta
confider what was meant by prepa~
ration, and they doubted if it could

be neceflary to prepare thofe who
were in perfe¢t health *. In the

* The worft confequences have been known
to proceed from the attempts of people to
make themfelves better than well ; we there-
fore fhould not prefumptuoudly trifle with a
good conflitution,

next.
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next place they reflected, that thofe
who were materially difordered,
could not be cured and made fit
fubje@s for Inoculation in fo fhort
a time as that ufually allotted for
this purpofe. It was alfo remarked,
that perfons who contradted the
Small Pox whilft they had other
difeafes upon them, underwent the
diftemper as well as if they had been
free from every fort of complaint;
which circumftance greatly dimi-
nithed the importance of the pre-
paratory procefs, and brought it at
length into difrepute. The pradtice,
at this time, was principally in the
hands of the furgeons, who thought
little or no preparation neceflary,
or medicine, during the difeafe -,
You,

t Dr. Mead {ays, it is proper to mention,

that this artificial difeafe is ufually fo mild,
that
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You, 8ir, affert, that ¢ They
know very little of the matter who
impute the fuccefs of modern Ino-
culators to any f{uperior fkill, ei-
ther in preparing the patient, or
communicating the difcafe. Some
of them indeed, from a fordid defire
of engrofiing the whole praétice to
themfelves, pretend to have extra-
ordinary fecrets or noftrums *, for

tlﬁlat it {carce requires any help from: medi-
cines 3 an opinion which is very generally cre- -
dited at this day.

* Dr. Black fays, in his Obfervations Me-
dical and Political, * Some prefcribe elabo-
rate and complicated preparation by diet, mer-
curials and purges, previous to inferting the
variolous infection. Dr. Gatti, who wrote
a fenfible treatife on this fubjet remarks, and

I believe juftly, that the more fimplicity is

ufed in transfering the difeafe artificially, the
practice and public benefit are likely to be
more univerfal. Several of our European
Inoculators often, with officious induftry, ex-
ercife a fuperfluous preparatory parade of pro-
feflional and fcientific craft: young children
efpecially, may difpenfe with many of thefe
redundant ceremonies.”

preparing
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preparing perfons for Inoculation,

which never fail of fuccefs. But
~ this is only a pretence to blind the
ignorant and inattentive. Common
fenfe and prudence alone are {uffi-
cient both in the choice of the {ub-
ject and management of the ope-
ration. Whoever is poffefled of
thefe, may perform this office for
his children whenever he pleafes,
provided they be in a good ftate of
health.”

The Barcn, on the other hand,
¢ recommends to his patients who
are in high health, to abftain from
all animal food, including broths,
alfo burtter and cheefe, and from all
fermented liquors, excepting fmall
beer, which is allowed fparingly,
~and from all f{pices, and whatever
poflefles a manifeft heating quality.
The diet is to confift of pudding,
gruel, fago, milk, rice milk, fruit

pics,
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pies, greens, roots, and vegetables
of all the kinds in feafon, prepared
or raw. Eggs, though not to be
eaten alone, are allowed in puddings,
and butter in pie cruft, and patients
are adviled to be careful not to
over-load their ftomachs, even with

this kind of food.”

After proceeding in this manner
about g or 10 days before the opera-
tion, they are directed to take ¢ three
dofes of the following powder, ei-
ther made into pills, or mixed with
a little {yrup or jelly, at bed-time;
and a dofe of Glauber’s falts diffolved
in thin water gruel, each fucceed-
ing morning. The powder 1s com-
pofed of eight grains of calomel;
the fame quantity of the compound
powder of crabs claws, and one-
eighth part of a grain of emetic
tartar.” '

Baron -
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. The Baron na;wz'z‘/lﬁmzdz}zg aflerts,
P- 82, “'"That alteration which aps
pears moft likely to be made, i in
fhortening the time of Preparation s
for as I have often been obliged to
inoculate without Ay, and have 4].
ways had the Jame fuccefs, it has in-
clined me to think, that much, if
not the whole. of this procefs may
be difpenfed with; -€xcept in very
full habits, of where other parti~
cular circumftances May require it,
But in all thefe cales from the in-
Adertion of the matter to the time of
the - eruptive complaints, ~the i
tients have been kept to a clofe ob-
fervance of diet, and. the ufe of the
prepa:ratéry medicines, Proportioned
as well as T ¢oulg to their condi.
‘tions, for Idurft pet by way of ex-
periment difpens with the ufe of

C meafureg
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meafures that had been hitherto fo
fuccefsful.”

You fay, ¢ There is reafon to
fear Inoculation will be far from
being general as long as the practice
continues in the hands of the fa-
culty. Your obfervation may be
juft, yet I cannot help thinking the
faculty ought to have a preference
. this bufinefs. Suppofe, Sir, apo-
thecarics were paid properly for
their vifits, (like the reft ‘of the
profcfiion) inftead of their medi-
cines, that there might be no in-
ducement to give more than was

really necefiary for their patients, -

would not this cbviate every ob-
_jf;c‘ftlon?

The Circaffien mothers, Dr. Mead
obferves, Wwcre ufed to inoculate
their own children. In the Eaft-

Indies

g
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Indies the whole bufinefs is con-
‘du@ed by the Bramins, and with
the greateft {uccefs *,

Perfonsaredailyinoculatedin every
part of this kingdom, without any
preparation. A very eminent prac-
titioner has frequently affured me,
that he never knew Inoculation do
otherwife than well, except where
the patients had been previoufly
lowered, or during the diftemper,
the ill confequences of which I
have frequently feen and lamented.
- Four children were inoculated for-
merly at my houfe, and were under
the infpetion of an eminent phy-
fician ; they were treated in this

* They order their patients to abftain for
one month before Inoculation, from -fifh,
milk, and a kind of butter made of buffalo’s

milk : this is the invariable and only pre-
paratory regimen.

C 2 manner,
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manner, and all had a narrow ef-
cape +. '

I fuffered much uneafinefs on
account of the method in which
they were treated, and I find I am
not fingular in my obje&tions to
this practice, for you fay, ¢ you have
known children to appeafe the anx-
icty of their parents, bled, bliftered
and purged, during the fever which
preceded the eruption of the Small
Pox, to fuch a degree, that nature"
was not only difturbed in her ope-
ration, but rendered unable to fup-
port the puftules after they were

+ The fpots under the fkin, at firft were few
in number, the contagion fpreading from cell
to cell, till they became infinite, yet made
no approach to the furface. 1 think that
if the fever had been higher, a few puftules
would have been thrown out at once upon
the fkin, and the patients greatly re-

lieved.
out;
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out; fo that the f)atient, exhaufted
by mere evacuations, f{unk under
the difeafe.” _

Baron Dimfdale fays, page 33,
¢« T he feverith fymptomns are for. the
moft part fo mild as feldom to re-
quire any medicinal affitance, ex-
cept a repetition of the {fame medi-
cine that was dire@ed on the fecond
night { after the operation; and on
the following morning this laxa-
tive draught. Infufion of {ena two
ounces, manna half an ounce,. tinc-
ture of jalap two drams. Thefe are
given as {oon as- the eruptive {ymp-
toms are perceivable, if they feem
to indicate any uncommon degree
of vehemence.” :

I have known fuch a draught give:
more than a dozen ftools, and weaken

} Calomel and compound powder ‘of crabs
claws, of each three grains, emetic tartar.
7o of a grain,

C3 the
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the patient exceédingly, and be-

ing continued, reduce him to an
hectic ftate.

Many families, I am informed,
to avoid the expence of employing
the profeflion, have followed your
advice, and inoculated their chil-
-dren with the greateft fuccefs. There
certainly is not a duty more incum-
bent on them than this which fo
immediately concerns the preferva-
tion of their offspring. They do
not {cruple to give medicines on
{feveral other occafions that are
more ferious; they adminifter re-
medies for the diforders of the
ftomach and bowels, and other com-
plaints to which children are con-
tinually fubjec; why then fhould
they not inoculate them alfo ? I

doubt net they will adopt the prac-
tice














































































































































