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If you want to make a real difference today,
please give £5 to the Red Cross.

Dear Friend,

Over the past year, hardly a month has gone by without the Red Cross being called upon to help
N the wake of a major crisis — devastating natural disasters like the cyclones which hit Bangladesh
last Novernber and Myanmar (Burmal) in May, or the earthquake which shook China shortly after,

With your help, the Red Cross has been able to respond immediiately to these and many other
emergencies — helping countless numbers of vulnerable people caught up in crisis both here in the
UK and all over the world. Inevitably, this is putting extra pressure on our limited resources.

It is for this reason that | am writing to you now. Could you give £5 to ensure we can
respond when we are needed?

I'would not ask for your support if the need were not so great and our work so extensive. In the
last year, | have seen for myself the full impact of three years of British Red Cross work in the Aceh
region of Indonesia — one of the areas worst hit by the 2004 earthquake and tsunami, where in some
areas almost half the houses were badly damaged or destroyed. The land there is completely flat,
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and you can all too easily imagine the ocean simply rolling in unobstructed, leaving many with no
nope and no means of escape.

Today, there are new houses everywhere — pastel-colourad, sturdy and beaytiful. | visited a small
estate of about 200 houses we built for the most vulnerable - those whose land was destroyed, or
those who owned no land at all, or those children orphaned by the tsunami. | met young Nazir who,
now aged 15, lost both his parents and his brother and sister on that dreadful day. He now lives with
his remaining sister, and they were to receive the keys to the 100,000th house built in Aceh province
- one of the 2,200 built by our very own British Red Cross team.

it was wonderful to witness first-hand the work of the Red Crass not only in Indonesia, but also in
S Lanka and the Maldives. We have achieved something very special, with infinite care and
incredible passion, rebuilding homes and livelihoods for people whose lives were torn apart and who

were left with nothing.

| am confident that if you too could see the difference the Red Cross has made for
survivors of the tsunami and other terrible disasters around the world, you would not
hesitate to show your compassion by making a donation to contribute to our work today.

We have also made an enomous difference in Bangladesh, one of the most disaster-prone and
densaly populated countries in the world. The combination of these two factors means that when
natural disasters do occur, they have the most devastating effect — and when they do, we are quick
to respond. But even more importantly, the British Red Cross has been working hard for over ten
years to lessen the impact of disaster and reduce the vulnerability of communities.

This has meant building ten cyclone shelters in the areas most likely to be affected, as well as
wiorking in particular with wormen and children to make sure that when the next disaster hits — which
it will - even the most vulnerable members of the community can get themselves and their families
to safety.

Our volunteers have already seen the results of this programme with their own eyes: Cyclone
Sidr, which hit Bangladesh last November, claimed over 3,300 lives, while a cyclone in 1991 of the
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To keep our costs to a minimum please:




