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International Aid

War....earthquake....flood....famine — the
British Red Cross is ever on the alert to
respond to a call for help from a sister
Society.

When catastrophes occur overseas, the
British Red Cross rushes aid. This can be in
the form of money, supplies, or people:
whichever the Red Cross or Red Crescent
Society of the disaster-struck country asks
for as their highest priority. Close links with
overseas sSocieties ensure that aid of a kind
most needed reaches those most in need
without delay.

In addition to emergency disaster relief,
the British Red Cross is increasingly
providing help to overseas Societieson a
more long term basis — aiming at prevention
and development wherever possible.

British Red Cross

9 Grosvenor Crescent
London SWi1X 7EJ
Telephone: 01-235 5454
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Henryr Dunant, a young Swiss
business man, witnessed the Battle
of Solferino in 1859. Deeply moved by
the appalling suffering and the
almost total lack of care for the
wounded of both sides, he proposed
that every country should create a
voluntary agency of trained members
who would care impartially for the
wounded of all sides, under the
protection of international treaty.
This led directly to the founding of
the Red Cross in 1863, and to the
adoption of the Red Cross as an
international symbol of protection.

Today the International Red Cross
Movement is the world's largest
voluntary organisation, with a
worldwide membership close to
250,000,000. Based in Geneva are
the International Committee of the
Red Cross (theI.C.R.C.) and the
League of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies.

Thel.C.R.C.is a non-political
independent humanitarian
institution, whose role is defined in
international law by the Geneva
Conventions. It acts as a neutral
intermediary during international
wars and civil conflicts, providing
protection for civilians, prisoners of
war and the wounded.

The signing of the
First Geneva Convention
on 22nd August 1864

There is a national Red Cross or
Red Crescent Society in almost every
country of the world, each dedicated
to the same humanitarian principles
of impartiality and neutrality. All are
represented in the League, which
co-ordinates the aid they provide to
the victims of natural disasters.

First and foremost, the Red Crossis an
international symbol of protection for the
sick and wounded victims of armed conflict,
enshrined in international Law.

The Red Cross (in some countries the Red
Crescent) is also used by the national
Societies to indicate membership, and to
identify their buildings and vehicles. The
British Red Cross Society uses the emblem
of the Red Cross in this way under the
authority of Act of Parliament.
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