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International Committee of the Red Cross

EDITORIAL

THE INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS DIVISION:

Delegates in the forefront
of multilateral diplomacy

New challenges

ince the end of the Ciold War, the exireme
violence unbeashed in numerous conflicls has
testified to complete disregard for the most
glementary principles of inlernational human-
itarian law

The increasing use of aid to pursue
political objectives is undermining the
newtrality of humanitarian work.

The mubiphcity of players now prasant on
the operational scene is giving rise fo new
neads in terms of coordination

Multilateral mobilization

In onder to hall the erosion of human
valugs, a conscious commitment of Siates to
that effect is urgently reguired. “To respect and
ensure respect”is a fundamental obligation of
Stales, which furthermore have undertakan o
act in cooperation with the UN when sanious
violations occur. A constant reminder must be
given of hat obligation, particularly at
international conberances.

Representing the ICRC in the great fora of
multilateral diplomacy — the United Nations
General Assembly, the Economic and Social
Council, the Commission on Human Rights,
the General Assembly of the Organization of
American States (0AS), Ministerial Conles-
gnces and Summits of the Orpanization of
Alrican Unity (OAL), Conferences of Ministers
of the Organization of the Iskamic Conference
(DIC) and of the League of Arab States (LAS),
Ministerial Conferences and Summits of the
Mon-Aligned Movement (NAM), the Parlia
mentary Assembly of the Council of Europe,
and the IPU Inter-Parliamentary Conference —
delegates of the International Organizations
Division (10D} are working to heighten fhat
indispensable humanitarian awareness in
circles of political responsibility.

That work may fake various forms: first
will come hilateral discussions, then the

distribution af documents
and, whenever feasible and
appropriate, the issuing of
slalements.

As part of this peneral
mobilization, the 10D is
Closaly involved in the pre
parations for the Conference
for the Protection of War
Victims, which the Swiss
Government is convening in
Ganeva at the end of August

Dperational coordination

Wilh more and more people and
organizations becoming involved in humani-
{arian work, coordination sysiems have had to
be sel up wilhin the United Nations. 10D
delegates, frequently assisled by colleagues
with specialized knowledge of the various
geographical regions, regularly lake part in
meelings of the Interagency Standing Com
mittee and its numerous working groups; the
ICRC has observer siatus al meetings of the
Committee

In this mullidisciplinary context, the
institution’s representatives try fo meet such
challenges as reconciling the ICRC's indis-
pensable independence with e need [or
consuliations, the neutrality of humanitarian
work wilh the political support that work
requires, and the imQividual nature and
purpose of each organization with a mubua
adherence (o a certain number of fundamenta
principles

Setting the course for action

The “humanitarian envirgnment™ is devel
oping 5o rapidly that continual adjustments
have to be made. Yei the numerous appeals
lor aid force the ICRC to act al once, leaving
foo litlhe time 1o stand back and consider

After leading the Mew York oe 5
became head of the intermational Organizations Division in Awgust 1992

since the 10D frequenily attends various
fora where mainstream ideas are discussed
and takes parl in numerous Symposia,
seminars and round tables, another of ifs
[asks 15 t0 help with this essential process of
laEHEmamry thought and analysis within {he

Structural flexibility

As a unit of the Depariment of Operations
the 100, which also lakes part in senior
management meetings of the Depariment of
Principles, Law and Helations with he
Movement, deals with cerain spheres of
activity, notably human rights, in Geneva
itsell (see Dominique Borel's anicke). Forlu-
nately the Division, with its highly mobile
delegaies, can count on reliable support in the
field: firsily, the important delegation in Mew
York (soe the article by ils head, Peter Kiing),
then delegates in Addis Ababa, Cairo and

adh, all threg of whom liaise with the
regional organizations (se2 Zidane Meribdu-
te's article) and, finally, the regional delaga-
tions whose services are a vital link in
mobilizing suppart for the IGRC'S wark.

Jean-Paul Fallet




COOPERATION BETWEEN
THE ICRC AND THE
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
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THE INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS DIVISION
AND HUMAN RIGHTS

League of Arab States
Ihe ICAC also cox

Zidane Meriboute
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