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by ordinary men, to form and collect together. Sufficient,
however, combined with its portrait on the title-page, we will
extract, to give the enguiring and eurious reader a description
of so remarkable a human Heteradelph, that, in the language
of the advertisement, **it is the first instanee on record,” and,
withal, for a Double-Boy, a beautiful child.

Dr. Kahn thus opens the descriptive portion of his Lecture:—

“ GewtLEMEN — My object in this Lecture is to draw
your attention to one of the most extraordinary phenomena
which nature has, in modern times, made us :L;;(ju.'tiu'll:ti Willle
A few years ago we should have spoken of it as a freak of
Nature, and called it, in scientific language, a lusus naturce ;
but modern science has shewn us, that phenomena are pre-
sented to our notice in the varied and ever-changing panorama
of organie life, and are as much the result of a fixed and
immutable law, as the revolving of a planet, the appearance
of an eclipse, or the reverberations of a thunder-peal. True,
these curiosities may only now and then turn up—to use a
homely phrase—just as a ecmet may appear but onee in a
dozen centuries; but they are still no less the result of law.
To the superficial thinker, and the man whao neve - thinks at
all, this may appear strange ; and ever and anon t. e guestion
will be propounded,—~ITow can it happen that a p..enomenon
appearing but onee in a hundred years ean be the result of a
law which is continually in operat ?  To explain this,
then, will be my business in this diseourse.

I shall bring before you a child—or rather two children
Llended most mysteriously together presenting an appearance
whieh has rarely been witnessed. The one child is (e
all its parts—well developed, admirable in its proportions,
of the male sex, and in perfect health, Attached to it, how-
ever, at the chest, is another child, also male, united most
curiously and most mysteriously with its fellow, the lower
part of its body perfect in every respect, the arms in a rudi-
mentary condition, and the head entirely absent, one head
and neck serving for both, There are, as you will observe,
two bodies placed exactly opposite to one another, connected
at the sterna, and the viscera of the trunk apparently per-
fectly distinet. This extraordinary monstrosity was born in
this country on the 4th of June 1855. The parents are per-
fectly healthy, nothing unusual being observed in either.
This is their ninth child, all the rest being quite normal. I
must beg to be excused mentioning names, the parents
having an objection to their's being made public,
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The term used by scientific men to deseribe twins thus united, is
o[phia, and a classification of them has been attempted by dividing
them into three distinet geners :—

1. Omeadelphia.—In this case, the two individuals are com ased of
parts perfectly similar to each other.

11. Heteradelphia —A veion of two dissimilar individuals.
111, Enadelphia. One infant enclosed within anothes

Several cases ape on record, in medical and seientific jo nals, illus-

trating each of these three peeuliarities, though very ravely in eed has
life becn pre 1 case befor ua is, therefore, the more remark-
able, as the A is in perfect health. The variety to be met with in the

firs sa divisions is very g One of the best illustrations
h we have seen in modern timea 35 that of the well-known Slamese
4 in London in 1829, Here were two individuals, at that
s, both nearly of the s stature, the intelligence of
different, havin tics, and yet united hya
ginons band ¢ i are delicate material in-
: by sidp—sl
mast of the function
Other cnses b : milar kind. DBuffon and Adelon re-
cord examples. jan sisters, named Judith and Ellen, united
in a similar mavner, veached the adult age; and two females, Rit
n 1820; Haller also relates cas
What s very in hose ‘cases 1%, that the sexual o
though well developed, are sin Union of twins, the point of junction
ng other parts of the body, have been frequently observed: for
cxample, they may be united by the back of the by the forehead,
by the face, breast, abdomen, back, in fact, at almost évery part of the
external surface of the hod
The second of the divitions, namely, that which I described under the
name Heferadelphia, is n most interesting one, and it is to that which the
child under consideration belongs. T
Hiliare, and it has reference to that peeuliar kind of monstrosity in w
one infant is fally developed and perfeet, and another, o part of ano
is found adhering to it, somewh ter the manner of a parasite. Indi-
als of this character very rarcly indeed are born alive, or if so, gene-
¥ very shortly after birth, The reason of this, is, probably, that
the partially-developed child is eo formed that it eannot survive, and its
death s speedily followed by th demise of its more perfect companion.
It the case befove us, however, there is no reason why the adult state
should not be reached, It differs from wost others of the kind, in the

name we owe to Geoffiey St




