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pR/ NELATON AND THE SIAMESE

TWINS.

/Tae celebrated Dr. Nelaton is said to be
hout to perform an cperation which may
gtill further increaze his fame, and will cer-
tainly extend hi= notoriety.  After yeara of
indissoluble union, the Stamese twina have
agreed £o separate, especially as the bond
which keeps them together is merely a ma-
terinl one, and they bave already found
themselves «differing very widely in matters
of taste and opinion.

For nearly sixty years Chang and Eng (for
these are the namea of the brothers) have
beén living curicsities, exciting the wonder
of everybody within the circle of their
acquaintance ; and, after having displayed
their extraordinary uoity to thousands of
amazed spectatons, they wish to be reduced to
the condition of ordinary mortals, and assert
theie personal independence. They first
appeared in Europe under the direction of
Captain Bunker, who brought them from
their native place and made & lucrative busi-
ness of the exhibition. Afterh acquired
a moderate competence, they emigrated to
North Carcling, where they purchased land
and engaged the affeetions of two ladics
(sisters), to whom they were married i
cuch of them has been 1 1 with a
of nine children. It has en o geod
years for them to grow so tired of each
other's gociety as to undergo the only method
wh renders separakion possible ; and,
thongh they consulted some eminent medical
men geveral years ago on the subject, the
attempt was considered to be so '
gerons that Chang resolut opposed 1t
He is mow anxious for thejexperiment to
be tried, the more so ns the brothers have
had a very serious dis ment for the last
five years, during which :.‘-of Tiave o

ne to the length of declining to
cach other ary mord than was al
necessary., It must surely be only
symbolical story which represents them ns
differing on the subject of the American
war, one having entire sympathy with the
Bouth and the other as enthusiastically
gspousing the North; but, whate may
be the canse of their differences (and it is
probable that many of us would be a little
tired of such a union), they are about to
move abont the: world as simple instead of
compennd human quantities, if the skilfol
French surgeon can effect the cancelment
of their long partnership,
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the French centre of defence on the German
frontier betweoen the Meuse and the Rhine,
It in in every respect a fortress, and ages of
engineering gkill have made it what it is,
In the time of the Romans it was the centra
of six great military roads, and it is now ong
of the keys of France ; its arsenals and ay
monries, always busy, are just now
full swing with preparing the muni

of war, OnBept. 17 seventy-one womg
thirty-two soldiers wers emplayed, i

the workshops of tha :wenn{ in
cartridges for tha new chassepot

little before two o'elock in th

Efteen of them were killed ;

wounded by a terrific explosio

which i= entirely unkeown.

exeeed the horor of the &g

mangled bodies of the
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CLERICAL LUKEWARMMNESS.
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A Narpative of Captivity in dbrlamm.u with some Aceount of the
{ate Emperor Theadare, his l:',‘a'trl-!.l'jl' and Peopls. By HESRY
Braxc, i.D, M.R.C.8.E, F.ABL, &e {I.l'l.l)' on special ducy
in Aby Baind London : Bmith, Elder, and Co.

The quarrel with the late I‘Impera-r of Abyssinia and the l‘x].’lP-

n inta that country to punish him for his conduct to th
iptives 8o long detained by him, have given oeeasion for a good
deal of what may be called “opcasional literature”—that is,

books compiled to satisfy the curicsity excited by the 1:")-';\,“10“.‘

ion known as Abyssinia, and the eventa of which it has recently
the theatra, But perhaps tha hest uork on the su
has yet eeen the light, or ikely to do so, £

put d by Dr. Blane, Hiaff Assistant Sargeon to her Majes

Bombay army, who, having been appainted to accompany Mr.

Rassam on his mission to King Theodore, and shared the captivity

of those he went to aid in setting at J1hl‘rl3‘ had excellent oppor-

tunities of making himeelf acquainted with the conntry, ths Kin
the people, and taa manners of Aby rainia ; and he has also th
literary skill necessary to turn those up;tmr.uu.mu to account.

The result is, as we have , one of the best; if not the

very best, bouk on the eub ct that has yet been  wWristen.

Much of the matter contained in the volume, though curious

and interesting enough in itself, will not throw much light on the

paint that possesses the prreatest degree of attraction for readers
while the subject is yet fresh in pﬂbIH‘ recollection, That point
wi take to be the 111} and character of the remarkable man who
ran 8o singular a career, attaloed to such high placs, did so many

heroie deeds, perpetrated eo much crueley, and perished so |

miserably, and yet not unworthily., 1t is around Theodore himsel
that the intereet excited by omr dearly-bought knowledge uf
Abyssinia centres; and in Dr. Blanc's pagea we have ampla
materials for forming a judgment of his character.
a comparatively humble, though not, as has been stated, ignoble
(for his father was a noble and his uncle s raler in the land),
Theadors won his way to empire by indomitable courage, resolu-
tion, and perseverance, coupled with considerable military skill and
tact in managing men, But, like many other pereopages in history,

tter fitced for the struggle upward than for governing |

bimsell with prudence, diseretion, snd well-balanced judgment
when the height of power was attained. O these traita, the anoals
of conguest and empire afford many examples, and Theodors

would appear to be cnly one other specimen of the order of men |

who are moderate, absiemions, and self-controlled in youth and
while ascanding the ladder of fortune, but who giv loose to their
passions in prosperity and power, and degenerate into auspicious
and cruel tyrants when age or adversity comes npon them. Of this
order of men were Tiberins in the West and Anrungeebe in the
FEast. Theodore of Abyssinia bare a strong resemblancs to the
second Roman and the Inst (and greatest) Mogul Emperor ; and of
all shree, and many others besi it may ba said, had the
“ cantions, prudent sclf-contrel” that is * wisdom's root™ but
governod their conduct, what different namea they would have
left: to other times.
Leaving asid

devoted to finding thal
with n guotation

Monarch. Dr. B

The carcer of Theodore may be divided into three very d
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Old English Wild Flowers.
¢ other portions of Dr. Blanc's book, not because |

they lnck interest, but becanse our spaca will not permit of our |
even indicating their nature—the reader will not regret the time |

which extends [I’DI!I 1855 to 1EG0— lhuu s wedll mu 'h |

It eesms to us that whether we say respublics in eelarid
or ecclesia iR rnpm!l ied (pheases which express more ‘han
many lines of writing would do), you must have your Sate
machinery, or machinery for rights, separate from your Chush
or machinery for ideals, in practice if not in naos,
We bel this order of things to be of necessary consequencs
from certain facts which are clearly natural,

There is another sense, still, in which such a Wtopia wounld b
impracticable, It presupposes that men and women should always
ba living wnder high pressure. Impossible, wo Ay and un.
desirable if it were possible. Howewver, there is more in the book
fo sympathise with than to quarrel with ; and, much as we dislika
some parta of it, we thank Mr, Buskin for Llnv:ng written it, We
particularly object to the charge of deliberate equivocation brought
againat My, Mill on 134, It eeems to us thas the very
phraseclogy of the passage decisively clears Mr, ALill ; and that, in
any case, Mr. Ruskin is rude and wrong,

Unexpected Pleasures; ory, Left dlone in the Holidays,
Grorce CorrLes, Author of “ The Little Captain,” &e,
burgh : W. P. Nimmo,

llent little boy's book, tha title of which explaing itself,

Young Archy I)n-:gl a8 is, for many reasoms, laft alone at thae

Christmas holidays, and the many adventures which befall him ara

ample compensation for the loss of home or his schoolfellows'

Amongst other things, he saves the life of a charming

little girl, who proves to be, ke. He meets with plenty of society,
from a lively lord down to o still more lively proprietor of
dancing dogs, and an engine-driver, Thess common rank cha-
ragters are really good ukulchea, and the general effoct, with
the local gentry and the nice young lady, very plensing and natural,
i liktle book is lively thronghout, and will teach boysa great
deal of good without seeming to do so, ‘That is the thing too often

By M,
Edin-

Earthquakes and Velcanoes :
Probable Cowses. By M
Nelaon and Son,

their History, Pheaomena, and
x60o Poxror, FR.BE. London: T,
wnd handsome volume, is as much as the great
multitude of readers need know about earthguakes and voleanoes,
It is not addressed to the learned world, but is written by a member
of it, who is careful to tell whers more extensive information may
be found, if the present becomes insufficient. After a brief account,
which ia nf‘\.ﬂs-'m]_', little more than a eatalogus, of earthgnakes in
early ages, the big events of more modern times, and wp to the
prn:.-msLdu_-,' are given at length, and, of courss, have fascinating
interest. The whole range of voleanoes then have thair torn, and
the volume closes with some careful inguiries and explanations
concerning these two mighty phencmens of Nature, All is given
in perfectly plain language, and the very large number of well-
npa makes the whole volume guite clear and
distinet to the non-selentific reader.

To be found by the Wagside, Fields,
Hedgerows, Rivers, Hoorlands, Meadows, Mountains, and Sea-
shore, By J. T. BURoEss, Author of * Angling,” &e, With
numerons [llustrations. London: Frederick Warne and Co,

is n |Jlms1nr, huic volume {oa' all who du‘llg‘lal. Iu pa'uqn to
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