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THE HEALING

[he matiquity of the healing to bo obialned at the great aacred clty
ga, the Holy Oity of Eridu, is alearly sstablished by the refersnceas

1t, oot by namebut by laference, In the Habylonlan apla.

Ia the later tableta of the Eple, beginning with the ith, we flind

the hero Gilgameas | t-'; mﬁ = ) or Bimrod, asufferiag froa m
& \ B |

terrible dissnse, ovidently leproay, and in great fear of death. In
his trouble he sadeavours to find oae Prozm whos ho can lsarn the asoret
of lsmortality, and is told that thers is only one beimg who can reven]
this to him, namely Pir-naplstl ( *f’T '*W'k:ﬂ HF— ,' the Chaldean Moah,
who has been teanslated by the god Bel after the Deluge, and who dwalle
in the "holy land of Chaldes, the region at the mouth of tha rivers,”
that is, the region on which the holy eaity of Eridu was sltuated.

Ha tharefore resolves to go to thls systerious reglon whish lies
I‘J&_-,-'nrﬂ the sea or Dosan ';_-'i:;:':' tha specanl doginlon of Ea, and to lsarn
from Lthe g e the gecret of lmmortalify. It ia & journsy of great leajth
aod diffioulty, and tha waters of the Ogcean onlled "the waters of Death®
{ TFTwe oide pi[L mle muil) none csn oross oxeept in the spirit after
death. fie ia told that the only ona who has orossed the waters is the
Suf-god; #ho each day aaile acroes thea, _ _log from them and returning
to thea. Hore we hove a mythological ldea similar to that of the voy-
age of the bgypiian BEu eugh day moross the Jeleatial Ocean.

e is however told that he may posaibly be conveyad to the mystioml
rogion where the immortal sages Pir Naplatim dwells, if he cam ioduos the
boat-zan or Perry-mao, Ardi-Ea or Azil Ba ﬂ:i "iff : %ﬂ:b
Es malahi]) whose name means the Man or Servaot of Ea, snd in whom we may

anpher form of the semi-diviee being, Adsps, "the all wiss




ori#,” the Babylonian who was the god of sallors and FPishermen, %o carry
him scross.

ie gonnsotlon ia eaxtremoly interssting, as it provas the groat
antiquity of the school of healing of Ea at Eridu, for recent discoveriess
at Hippuer of tablets of the deluge story amd the Epis, dnted in the relgns
of the Kings of the first Babylonian dynasty, ; 200, ahow that the
bpio was drawn up at that time, and the engraved gems and seals, dating

>
) i

cetweean B.C. E5D0 and shew that it is contesporary with the sarlisat

days of Semitis Babylonian literaturs, ss that the antiquity of the sehool
of" Eridu is beyond doubt.

hé mythologloal matter in the Epi g of little impartancs Lo tha

gubjoct of the h story of medicine, but thers is & valuvable sestion de-

voted to the method by which Gilgemes was cured of hiz diseass.

The sage Pir-napistim is moved to syspathy by the terribls affliction
af :'ilt_.':i'.'i’li*. and sndeavours to hoal hi=; and as in |-"ir—."'i-L;-!|:|l;.i.:r. we mAY 380
8 roflection of the god Em, wo have s desaription of the healing methoda
of aridu, He firat sends him into & desp elesp. "Tha life thou seckest
thou wilt obtain Sleep.” "The desp sleep laosts six days and saven
'ﬂ-t;"'-t.ﬂ--' Apd again "Sleep haz fallen on hiz like a storm.® e now aome
to a most valosble passags. The sage Pir Naplstim doss not undartake the
oures himself, but delegates it to his wife, a Paot whioh pojtts to the
sxiatence in bridu of bealing priesiesses or witch dostors, = oustom which
oo doubt gave rise Lo the belief in goddesses of healing, such as DasKina

the wifa of

Ea, and Gula his daughter.
'a now Come Lo A al'.lst'.-".l.'.-"_'.'_-.r sagpical seramonial.

o

Pir Hapistl spake tohis wife, saying,

Opk al the gréat man (hero) who dealrss 1ifs. Sleep like a storm-
glowd has overoome him." Hia wifs said te Pir-Haplisti. "That he may bea
shanged let him sat of the Magieo food. Lot him then roturn by the way

he omme \(restored) to health {subzi)




Lot him go forth from the gate that he may return %o his lapd."®

" ) G )
I afl"'liction \rRgEet) of

Tha the man is evil in thy nlghi.' sald Pir-

naplatim. "Cook the uqsutnhln food ikpc ., méans "o mess of TULUL]EIEH"].
and p]qu it ma hig head.®

And by day, as he slept on the aig f his ship, she ocooked the food
and placed it at his head. hnd by day as he slept on his ship. first shs

sopoked hia food, the meas of vegetableas. jegondly she peeled the harbs.

Thirdly she soialansd 1%. fuu";hl; ahe made bright his bowl. PiP{ay

then the Shiba plant (the plant of Old Age) she added. Sixthly ahe bolled
the mesa of magic food. Seventhly suddenly ths man swoke and he ate the
magle fond.

This food called TU or TUN 5 2 magioc witohes' broth, which gaused
the =an ln a trance to awoke.

This passags would ssem to indicate that many of the ocuress in the
Babylonian temples, esspesially at Eridu, wers offected by the preparation
of magisal potions whisch thes patienta partook of on waking.

The cure is only partially conplets, and Ple-naplsti now directs
Arad-Ea or as we may conjecturs, Adepm, ito ilake and purify him.

He gald to Arad=Ea, "The man thou heasi brought to me, hiz face ls
govered with sores. The uloers on his skin destroy the beauty of his
body. Take hiz, Arad-Ea, aod cerry him to the washiog pluce aod wash
hia sores in the water that hé# may becoms purse as anaw, and that his body
zay become failr, and the halr :-”L.-‘L'l;: *hair® not head dress) of hie
hasd bs roestorad. And replace the garment that covers his body. Lt
the zea carry asmy the sruption of his akin. lhen he may jouroey to hia
clty. Then he may také his way on his jourasy."

Thas description of the disease, brief as it ia, psints alzost direct-
ly to that of leproay, espocially as the exolusion from his ocity is re-
farred to, as wall asz ithe glving of new olothea.

Frop “he above detanils r':]L‘]—l—:'L}_'l from the Delugs tablet, it appesars that
N
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waking.

The final purifieation was by

a washing pluge on the sacred guay.

i elckn

In the cape of Gilgazes, hi:

tha 511"1.. of "immaortal ]'i.!""rln,,i ahiakh only

the godn or by possesaling "the

la Habréas teadition,wne denied

WHE:
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1d be obtained by the gift of
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which like the Tree of Life




appliod t: Kina thes wife of En. The wee of these spithets Lhat

womsen took a considerabls part in the mediocal treatlment of the alek. it

intereetiog to notles that in the medical magic of Csylon naarly all

the treatment ia parforsed by women.
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