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formity with that adopted by the Registrar-General of England ;
and hence, the Bills of Glasgow are now comparable, in every
particular, with those of the English metropolis.

While the Authorities thus owe a debt of gratitude to the
Gentleman who so ably arranges and classifies the multifarious
Returns which are put every month into his hands, it must
not be forgotten, that similar obligations are likewise due to
the Medical Gentlemen who have so kindly and so ably assisted
in the Reform of our Medical Statistics. During the last
twelve months a very important addition, too, was made to
these monthly movements of our population, in the shape of
Meteorological Tables, which were gratuitously drawn up by
Dr. R. D. TaoMsoN, from data furnmished him by several
scientific parties in this City and neighbourhood ; and although
these important alternations of the atmosphere, so intimately
connected as they are with the state of health, have been for
a few months in abeyance, on account of Dr. THOMSON having
lately gone to reside in London, it is satisfactory to know, that
they will be again continued this year by Dr. ANDERSON, the
newly-elected Professor of Chemistry in our University.

With these prefatory remarks, let us at once proceed to state
the leading results of last year's Tables; and first, let us turn
as usual to the Tables of

MORTALITY.

From the Table of 1852, it will be observed, that the
Burials in Glasgow and Suburbs amount to 11,691—the deaths
being 10,675, and the still-born 1016,—showing a decrease in
the burials of 1851 of 138, and of deaths of 71. The
rate of burials to the assumed population in 1852, being
370,000, is as 1 to 31.64, and the rate of deaths is as 1 to
34.66. Such is the figure of this year's mortality, founded
on a certain, but necessarily assumed, increase of population,
and which increase has been made, not as formerly, on
a progressive annual 3% per centage of the population,
but on the known increase of the number of separate
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dwellings, as furnished to me by our intelligent Surveyor,
Mr. DoNALDEON.

While the foregoing results might probably be deemed suffi-
ciently accurate for all practical purposes, still, as we have
this year data of a far more specific kind within our reach, for
arriving at the more correct annual figure of Glasgow Mor-
tality, we have resolved to take advantage of the circumstances
in which we are at present placed to accomplish this desirable
object. By the Census Returns we find that the population,
within the boundaries of our Bill, amounted in 1851, to
360,138; and we find during the last three years, of which
1851 forms the mean, that the whole deaths were as follows :—
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Or exhibiting a mean of mortality of 10,299. It hence
appears, that the real average figure of mortality in Glasgow
in proportion to the living, is as 1 to 34.8.

If it be recollected, what we formerly stated with regard
to the deaths in other large towns, not only in England but
on the Continent, it is quite plain, that were we to exclude our
great infantile mortality from our calculation (which we much
fear arises more from moral than from physical causes), we
would arrive at the to us important fact, that there are few
places to be found in any quarter of the globe, where an adult
population has a better chance of long life than in the City of
Glasgow. *

This important characteristic of our City we endeavoured to
show last year by a Table, which was constructed to exhibit at
a glance the precise proportion which the deaths at each parti-
cular age, during 1851, bore to the living at the same age on
the day of the Census. And, in order now to bring out these
important facts more correctly, we here present a similar Table,
founded upon the mean of the deaths at all ages, for the last

* See Report 1851, page 9, for Rates of Mortality in England and on the
Continent.
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is consolatory to think, that these figures indicate an improve-
ment in the health of children, when compared with last year,
—the per centage of deaths being then to the whole mortality
50.85, or to the living 1.52 per cent.

Since the publication of our last year’s Report—in which we
reiterated the melancholy fact of the then increasing mortality
among our infant population—we have studied, with some
care and no little interest, the valuable Statistical Tables
illustrative of the City of Boston, in the United States, pre-
pared by M. Lemmuel Stuttuck; and in these we find that
there, as in our own City, the deaths, up to 1845, under
five years of age, had been progressively on the increase.
For example,—During the years 1811-1820, the deaths under
five years were 33.64 per cent. of the whole deaths; in
1821-30, 37.04 per cent.; in 1831-40, 43.13 per cent.; and
in 184145, no less than 46.62 per cent. This alarming in-
crease of infantile mortality having there excited great attention,
an attempt was made to investigate its canse. On examining
the records, it was very soon discovered that it was among the
children of the labouring classes that the mortality mainly
existed ; and, as in Boston, the Roman Catholic portion of the
population belong principally to that class, and are, moreover,
interred in burying-grounds apart from Protestants, an inquiry
was thus easily instituted whether mortality pressed upon them
with greater force than upon others. The result of the investi-
gation was, that of the 1987 Catholic burials, during the years
1833 to 1838, comprising 1028 males and 958 females, 61.39
per cent. were under five years of age. The still-born during
the same period and in the same class, not included in the above,
was 125, or 5.77 per cent, of the whole burials. Again, during
the year 1838, there were 439 burials, of whom 303, or 171
males and 132 females, were under five, and 136, or 57 males
and 79 females, were over five. This was a mortality among
those under five of 75 per cent. of the whole male deaths, and
60 per cent. of the whole female deaths. An almost similar
result followed the investigation into the years 1841-45, con-
nected with this class of the population, the proportion of
deaths under five to the whole deaths being 61.66 per cent.!
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As there exists in Glasgow a population similarly circum-
stanced to that of Boston, in belonging chiefly to the labouring
classes, and having likewise separate and distinet cemeteries, I
thought it might be useful as well as instructive to discover
whether or not the same results were to be found amongst us as
in America. In selecting this class of our citizens, let it not
be once imagined that we have done so from any wish to foster
prejudice ; on the contrary, it is rather in the hope that their
peculiar condition should excite sympathy. As Mr. Stuttuck
has said of the Catholics of Boston, I may also repeat of the
same body in Glasgow—that they are the only parties, unfor-
tunately, who can be selected as a distinet class, and that they
are mentioned only to show the influence of circumstances ;
while it may fairly be presumed that any other classes, similarly
selected, would show the same results. Let us see, then, how
this matter stands in Glasgow.

By referring to the Mortality Bills of the year, it will be
found that there were buried in the two cemeteries belonging
exclusively to the Catholics, 1869 persons; and, deducting
therefrom the still-born, amounting to 95, there remains 1774
deaths to be accounted for. On analysing the ages of these
deaths, we find that there were 948 under five years of age,
which shows the mortality among the children of this class to
have been 53.43 per cent. of the whole deaths connected with
these burying-grounds. Although this figure does not express
so high an infantile mortality as in Boston, among this parti-
cular class of citizens, it nevertheless exhibits that among the
children of the labouring Catholics, there exists the elements
of a greater mortality among the young, than throughout
the children of the whole community. The whole mortality
of the city and suburbs, under five years, to the whole deaths,
being this year 47 per cent., whereas the infantile mortality
among the class who bury in the Catholic cemeteries, is 53.43
per cent. of the whole deaths.

While the above high figure of infantile mortality among
this class of our citizens is sufficiently sad to contemplate, it is
still sadder to know that it arises, in some degree, from unjusti-
fiable carelessness. For, on looking narrowly into the causes



9

of deaths connected with the burials of children in St. Mary's
and Dalbeth Cemeteries, we find that out of the 968 who had
died under five years of age, not fewer than 257 had been cut off by
small-pox, being 3.4 of the whole infantile deaths arising from all
other diseases, and 45.5 per cent. of the whole deaths from gmall-
pox throughout the entire City and Suburbs.® Here, indeed, is
a state of things brought out, to which publie attention ought
to be immediately directed, in order that measures may be
adopted to save the innocent victims of such gross neglect.
Why is it that Roman Catholic parents in Glasgow should be
less disposed to avail themselves of that safeguard against
infant death and infant disfiguration, than they do in Paris,
where, out of a population of a million, not more than 364 died
of small-pox in 18517

But of these 364, only 143 were under five years of age, or
only about one-half of the children that were buried from the
effects of this disease in the Roman Catholic Cemeteries of
Glasgow ; while the respective deaths from all diseases were—
Paris 27,585 ; Catholic Cemeteries 1,774! It may be interest-
ing to some to mention that the ages of the whole of those dying
of small-pox in Paris were as follows :—1"rom birth to 5 years—
143; from 5 to 15—17; from 15 to 55—204. This shows
that mfant vaccination is sedulously attended to in the French
capital.

How long this erying evil, which may be well termed the
“ Murder of the Innocents,” will remain unmitigated in this
City, it is impossible to say; but assuredly there is no field
of inquiry more needful to be entered on by the philosophical
and the philanthropic, than that of our great infantile mortality.

With a view of better illustrating the health in different
places, and comparing these with one another, we have con-
structed the following Table, in which we have divided the
living and the deaths of the several populations into three divi-
sions, which may be termed the dependent, the productive, and
the aged. That is to say, the first class in all the places men-
tioned being represented by those under 15; the second class

* In addition to those who died of small-pox under five years, there were 19 who
died above that age—making in all 276.

B
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The English figures have been extracted from the
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trar-Geeneral’s Eighth Annual Report, and are applicable
to the years 1838-44. Those of America for the years 184445,

and those of Glasgow for the years 1850-53

being from 15 to 60; and the last class being from 60 and
egis

upwards.

R

th care the foregoing Table, it will be at
once seen where the greatest mortality really exists; and it also
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will show what to us at least must be a source of comfort, that
Glasgow, in spite of its low average age at death, is in a far
more favourable position in regard to health than many of the
places mentioned on all ages, excepting those under 15.

There is another peculiarity connected with the Mortality
Bills of Glasgow, which, for some years, has also attracted my
attention, I mean the large figure of still-born—a peculiarity
which, it is to be feared, arises, like that of infantile death,
more from moral than physical caunscs. On consulting the
Tables for the last ten years prior to 1852, I find that there has
been no less than an annual average of 824.2 inserted among
the list of burials as still-born, and which, when compared
with the average of deaths during the same period, shows
these to have been as 1 to every 13 deaths. This is indeed a
large figure; but restricting our inquiry to the last three years,
we find it to be still greater. The following is the number :—

1850, . . . 984, o0r1 for every 963 deaths.
AHSL, e i OBS. o L% a3 o
1721 AR SRt 1 e (S RS |1/ S

or, on an average of three years, 1 still-born to 10 deaths.

I am aware that, for the purpose of throwing the best light
on this peculiarity of our Mortality Bills, it would have been
more satisfactory to have compared the still-born with the
living births, rather than with the deaths; but, unfortunately
for Glasgow, we have no account of births upon which any
reliance can be placed. In the absence of such a record, however,
it may perhaps be remembered, that last year we arrived, by
several calculations, at the probability of there being then about
13,000 births within the four parishes of which our statistical
bounds are composed. On this assumption, therefore, the still-
born, on the average of the last three years to the mean births
of the same period, have been as 1 to 12.

With a view of seeing whether this figure of still-born coin-
cided in any degree with that of London, Liverpool, and Man-
chester, I lately addressed a letter to the Registrar-General of
England on the subject, and I had for answer that no note is
taken of the still-born in England. In the absence of all record
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of such matters in our own country, I naturally turned to the
statistics of France, and here I found the following results, which
are certainly curious :—

Throughout the whole of France, in 1850, the still-

born to the deaths were as . " ; . 1to 31.28
In Paris alone, the still-born to the deaths were as 1 to 10.69
Throughout the whole of France, the still-born to

the living births were as 3 : . 1todly
In Paris alone, the still-born to the lwmg births as 1 to 12.6

It appears, therefore, that Glasgow, during the last three
years, has had a greater proportion of still-born, when compared
with either deaths or births, than even the French capital has
exhibited, and three times as many, in proportion to the deaths
and births throughout the whole of France. We think that,
had we been able to procure reliable data for the whole of
England and Wales, and for Scotland, that similar differences
would have been shown as existing between the large cities,
and the country at large. This is indeed a curious subject,
and is well worthy of the investigation of the medical and
moral inquirer.

In looking into the Mortality Bill of Paris, I find that the
deaths occurring in that city are given under the following
heads :—Those dying at home—in the General Hospitals—in
the Military Hospitals—in Prisons—and those found drowned
in the river, or dead on the streets,—the two last being always
exposed for identification at the Morgue. Observing, from a
late discussion, that the

DROWNINGS IN THE CLYDE,

within the boundaries of the City, had created some interest, it
occurred to me that a correct statement of the Accidents and
Deaths arising from the River, might be no uninteresting addi-
tion to the Mortality Bill of Glasgow ; while the amount of
these might form some comparison with those occurring in
the French Capital, which in point of situation is somewhat
similar to our own City, with about three times as many inhabi-
tants as Glasgow. The following Table was therefore con-
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structed, from returns kindly made me by Dr. David Gibson,
the Secretary of the Humane Society, and Mr. Macfarlane,
Superintendent of Police at the Harbour :

TABLE OF AcCCIDENTS, SuICIDES, &c., WHICH HAVE OCCURRED CONNECTED WITH
tue River CLyDE, FroM RUTHERGLEN Bripe 1o THE WEsT END OF THE
HARBOUK OF GiLAsGow, rroy lst JANUARY TILL 31sT DECEMBER, 1852,

|

2|2 E !g || =

3 E-E -g __lg P | é
. § 22| =|&|= 'E
i e _I_-__--._-

| |

Between Rutherglen and : | -
Victoria Bridges, ........ | 30131180 5 .l 16 | 47 | 13

Victoria Bridge and West) | Lt |
End of Har Dur,.........}i 612 | 43| 15 | 28 ?H! 8
}99 33 (93|20 | 44 125| 27

e |

From the above Table it appears, that out of the 132 cases
of accidents and attempts at suicide, there were 93 saved, and
39 drowned ; and, in addition to these, there were found
drowned 20—making the whole drowned in the River to be
59. Of the 33 attempts at suicide, consisting of 14 males and
19 females, 9 males and 17 females were saved, and only 5
males and 2 females drowned.

In order, however, to institute a proper comparison between
Glasgow and Paris, I found that those who had died on the
streets, or were drowned in our canals, were awanting. I
therefore applied to owr excellent Superintendent of Police, Mr.
Smart, for information on the subject, and the following is his
Return, which we have thrown into the annexed—

TaeLE oF ALL Persoxs who HaveE BEEN Fouxp DEAp on THE STREETS, OR
wHo Diep Ovur ofF Doors, WiTHIN THE BouNDs oF THE MUNICIPALITY OF
GLASGOW, DURING THE Y EAR 1852 :—

DREOWNED.
Males, | Females. —— | Dlied on Streets| Total.

Canals, | Kelvin,
Eastern District,.........| 5 1 4 4
Western Do. ......... 7 2 o 2 4 9
Houtherm Do. ......... 4 3 T T
Central Do. ......... - 19 5 10 14 24
ad 11 13 2 20 44
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Taking, then, those who have been drowned in the Clyde,
within the Municipality, and adding them to those found dead
on the streets, and drowned in the Canals and Kelvin, we have a
gross of 103—in precisely similar circumstances to those exposed
for identification at the Parisian Morgue. From the Annuaire,
which T have just received, 1 find that, in 1851, there were
placed in the Morgue 296 males and 39 females, making a total
of 335—which, contrasted with the whole deaths in the French
Capital for the same year, being 27,585, gives 1 to 82.3; and
applying the same rule to Glasgow, where the deaths by
drowning, &c., amount to 103, and contrasting them with the
whole deaths, amounting to 10,675, the result 1s 1 to 103.3; or
contrasted with the population, they show—Paris, 1 out of 3000;
Glasgow, 1 out of 3600.

With respect to the Tables of

DISEASES,

Annexed to the Mortality Bill of 1852, it is perhaps only
necessary to state that, with the exception of Typhus Fever
having for a few weeks lately been more than usually prevalent,
but which has now happily subsided, the other Epidemic
Diseases have been proportionally less. The whole deaths from
Typhus during the year, have been 504, which, when compared
with 1851, show an increase of 122. It will be observed from
the following Table, that the Infectious Diseases causing death
to the young, have, with the exception of Scarlatina, been less
than during the preceding twelve months :—

Years. | Small-Pox. | Measles. | Hooping Cough. | Scarlatina.
18561... 618 461 793 165
1852... 534 241 639 481

The Mortality Bill of 1852 again exhibits a most striking
decrease in what may be called



15
INTRAMURAL BURIALS.

During the last year, the reduction of Burials within the City
Church-yards amounts to no less than 784 ; and it seems now
plain that these will, every succeeding year, exhibit a growing
taste on the part of the living to imitate the civilized nations of
antiquity, by carrying forth their dead beyond the boundaries of
the City. Within these six months, the Catholics have shown
an excellent example in this respect, by having opened up a
Cemetery at Dalbeth, which makes now twenty-two places of
sepulture connected with our Bills of Mortality.

In connection with the Mortality Bill for this year, I have
much pleasure in stating that a very considerable reduction has
taken place in

PAUPER BURIALS.

The following is a comparative view of this very important
proof of the improved condition of the poor population, for the
last two years :—

1851. 1852,
Ciby Famsh, . 5 .. 1513° . i . 1297
Barony, e <000 LB L e TT9
Eorbals, . O T R 68
27 P R e ) L 1 e RS R |
Infirmary; . W0l 2%y ity 278

2802 2603

—

The above figures show a reduction of 199 in one year, or
about 7.1 per cent.

In looking at the Tables of

BIRTHS5,

It 1s perhaps scarcely necessary to repeat, that the figures
therein given are of but little value to the Statist, except as a
means of comparing Glasgow in the past year with Glasgow in
the present. This will appear palpable, when it is stated that
while, according to the present population, there could not have
been fewer than 13,000 births last year in the city, the whole
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that appear on the face of the Parochial and Catholic Registers,
are only 7,920. In the former there are 3,806, and in the
latter 4,114.%* With regard to the Table of

MARRIAGES,

Although not quite correct, it is far more so than the other.
We shall give a tabular view of both Births and Marriages,
during the last five years, for future reference :—

Years. Births. Marriages.
1SRN RGN BTG Ha S LT e
IBEBC L e KL o G080 S0 diee J b DBl
18500 .08 . BBa0RR ol e B8
1 12 o 5, s = . 7 .
pb-ty R SRR - () IO SR =i L)

It may, perhaps, be in the recollection of some, when
last year commenting on the Mortality Tables, I then threw
out the idea that, from all the concurrent circumstances con-
nected with the social condition of Glasgow, the coming
twelve months would be illustrative of the existence of greater
health and greater social comfort among the inhabitants;
and it is satisfactory to find that these anticipations have been
realised. To be convinced that Glasgow, during the last year,
has been particularly healthy, requires only a glance at the
ratio of the deaths to the population; and that it has also
improved in its social as well as physical condition, the follow-
ing facts, selected from many others in our possession, will
best 1illustrate,

The first fact I find is another increase in the consumpt of
fresh butcher meat in Glasgow over that of even the great
consumpt of the year 1851. The following is a statement of
the number of cattle slanghtered in our abattoirs during the
two years respectively :—

1851. 1852,
Oepnciouita ey - SRR C o L3R
Oalwes DR ©, e . 3.8687
Sheep, .00t &1 O TREBEL S0 800205
Liambg, < oo 04880 s 0 L 4R268
GORER: o bl s R st s o f Lorus oo 35
3 P T 1 - 1 SRS IR R 11

* On this subject see Report for 1851, page 15.
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It here appears that there has been an increase of Oxen of
1,669, of Sheep of 7,616, and of Pigs of 55; while there has
been a decrease of 776 Calves, 2,247 Lambs, and 12 Goats.®
While these figures of themselves at once exhibit that there
must have been a great increase in the number of pounds
weight of fresh butcher meat going into consumption they do
not, however, fully bring out the extent of that increase.
In addition to the number slaughtered must also be added the
annually increasing weight, not only of the Oxen, but of
the Sheep brought to market. The folly of supposing that
the number of cattle slaughtered represents the quantity of
food consumed, has led several Statists into serious errors, and
to conclusions altogether fallacious.

The second fact that we would allude to, is the increase in
the consumption of

TEA, SUGAR, AND MOLASSES,

Taken out of Bond at the Ports of the Clyde and Leith for
home consumption, as published in the very able and instruc-
tive Circular of Messrs. W. Connal & Co., and of which the
following is an abstract :—

1851. 1852, Increase.
Tea, . . . 2448902 lbs. 2,570,744 1bs. 121,842 1bs.
BUgAr. . 37,595 tons 41,664 tons 4.069 tons
Molasses, . . 19,672 tons 20,506 tons 834 tons

The next facts we would adduce in support of our social
progress, are the comparative position of

THE CUSTOM DUTIES AND POST-OFFICE,
DuriNGg THE YEARS 1850, 1851, axn 1852,

The following is the amount of Custom Duties collected,
and Ships registered (Glasgow property) :—

WNo. of Ships
Duties Paid. Registered. Tonnage.
Year, 1850, . . . . £645669 512 140,741
S i e S e 503 145,684
»  ABO3 . .. . . 653283 500 156,064

* This is by no means the only butcher meat consumed by the inhabitants of
Glasgow. In last Report, we showed that, in 1851, not less than 44,347,520 1bs, of
fresh and salted provisions were brought into Glasgow.,

C
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Although there is a slight falling off in the Customs for the
last year, when compared with 1851, it is attributed, not to a
reduction of the consumpt of the articles on which duties are
leviable, but to the reduction of the duties on Sugar and
Molasses.

The following is a statement of the number of Letters deli-
vered by the Glasgow Post-Office, during one week, ending
21st July, in these respective years :—

In 1BRAENEat S o st i e s ST e
S 2 o M S R I © L A I -
B 1 e Bl N St i e [ L

But if we make the comparison between the week at the close
of December, we find the number to stand thus :—

On wels dn Dec, 18H 0 N aay s o 145600,
» SRS LRI SRR S T [T

Money Orders issued and paid during the quarters ending
30th June, 1850, 1851, and 1852, are as follows :—

1850,—Issued, . . . 16,708 £29752 9 0
(o8 PR N B 33851 0 2

34,295 £63,603 9 2
1851 —Issned, . . . 17,648 £31,267 10 1
B T 34174 3 6

35,570 £65441 13 7
1852,—Issued, . . . 18,014 £32.413 10 11
RORRE - [ R 37,638 13 3

37,408 £70,052 4 2

- ———m— s
e

Perhaps there is no better proof can be adduced of the regularly
increasing social progress of the people, than the advancing state
of the Post-Office; and if arguments were awanting to prove
the necessity of erecting forthwith a building capable of carry-
ing on the husiness of this important establishment with com-
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fort to the officers and to the inhabitants of this great and grow-
ing city, it would be found in the above comparative figures.
In these figures we find, that through the Post-Office of Gilasgow
there are at present no less than 27,740 letters delivered
daily, while there are on an average no less than 478 money
transactions made daily. The increase of letters daily delivered,
between 1850 and 1852, being 9,156, and of money orders
41 daily. It is to be hoped that no such parsimony as that
which was so lately followed in the erection of our Custom-
House, and which is found already unfit for the present business
of the Port, will be pursued in our proposed new Post-Office.

The next fact illustrative of our City’s social progress, may
be drawn from the operations and condition of

THE NATIONAL SAVINGS BANK.

For here we find that, in spite of all the Emigration from our
City, whereby an unusual sum was withdrawn from the Bank by
old depositors, the increase at the credit of the depositors was, on
the 2d November last, £56,832 11s.; while, although 7,477
old depositors closed their accounts, there were 9,067 new ones
to take their place. The following is a comparative view of the
working of the establishment during the last three years:—

1850, 1851, 1852,
Amount ofi\Deposits, - | £235,591 10 1 | £260,712 3 0 | £257,796 IGI 5
- Payments, - 198,021 10 8| 202,045 6 9| 216,744 19 0
Interest added, - - - 12,615 13 1 14,057 19 1 15,780 13 7
Transactions, - - - - 103,756 109,363 119,836
Total Depositors, - - 27,650 29,548 41,809
Total Funds, - - - - | £457,586 7 8 | £517,620 13 4 | £565,601 2 10

The last fact I shall at present adduce, in illustration of the
improving social position of Glasgow, may be gathered from
the annual reducing









22

BANKRUPTCIES

Connected with Glasgow have decreased by twenty, compared
with the year 1851.

MonTa. 1841. | 1851. | 1852,
January, . . .| @ 4 12
Febroary, . . . 7 10 11
Marehy o v s 8 9 10

APEHS N s e 7 9
M ekl o ) 10 9
dane =Sl 9 6 12
July. Uebloaes SalsE] 11 10
Anpngh, et Gl 3L 8 7

September, . .| 12 4 6
g October, . . . 5 16 4
November, . .| 17 5
December, . .| 15 16 3

114 |11s 98

The following Table, like that of last year, gives the occu-
pations of the various Bankrupts :—

PRroFEssIoNs. 1841 1 1851.| 1852. ProressioNs. 1841. 1851.[ 1852,
!

Accountants,........... 1 2 ht furwa:d, 36| 37| 41
Auctioneer, .............]| 1 Hars ealer, .. 1
Architect,............... 1 Ironfounders,. ......... 2 1 1
Builders,.............. 2 5 | Imnmongers,........ S ] 2
Brnﬂcfuunders, 1 1 || Jewellers,... 2 ¥ 2
Brewer,... IpRie ks 1 Joiners,... b lies S 1 2
Balers. 0 o 1 3 | Manufacturera., ........ 18 | 16 i
Commission Agents,..] & | 12| 10 | Merchants,............. 19 | 16 8
Currier - 1 | Musm-sellers.,. 2
Cotton hrukerﬂ, 2 || Optician,... 1
Calico Printers, ....... G 1 2 | Pianoforte Maker, 1
Clothier... 1 || Printers,... ol Wit 1
Contracl;ﬂrs,. e P 2 6 || Painters,.... 1
{Jalenderera,_,,,________ 1 2 || Ropemaker, .. 1
Coal Dealers,... 1 1 || Stationers & Bookbds,| 6 1
Cardmakers,.... 1 1 || Smiths,............ 1 1
Coach Pmprmtm-s, 1 1 || Bhoemakers,............| 1 1 3
Cabinetmaker, .... 1 || Stock Bruker&, ......... 2 3
Clarver and Gil-:ler,... 1 F Soapmakers, ... : 4
Drapers,.. ; 2 3 Saddler, . o 1
Druggmm,, o b [ - 1 1 || Ship Lhandl:ar, 1
7 oo R e 2 || Tobacconists,... 1 1
Drysalters,... 2 1 || Tailors, .. 2 1
Earthenware Mercht.| 1 Tea Merchants., 2
Engineers,... G 2 || Victuallersf Grueers, 81 20 6
Fleshers, .. L] i 3 1 || Writers, .. (h 1 9
Grain Ii'lnmhant:s, 3 1 2 Wine & SplﬂtME‘rE]w i 6| 13
Hatter,... e ] L) Warehouseman,... 1

Carried forward,...| 36 | 37 | 41 114 | 118 | 98
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In bringing these rather desultory remarks to a

CONCLUBSION,

I may perhaps be allowed to suggest, that although Glasgow,
for these some years back, has given the most ample and
striking proofs of physical, social, moral, and commenrcial pro-
gress that can be found anywhere—some of which proofs it has
been my own happiness from time to time to bring under your
notice—still it should never be forgotten, that there is yet much
to be done in the way of further improving the circumstances
and condition of many of her citizens. From what we see
around us, there is little doubt that during the last twelve
months the great majority of those engaged in commercial and
manufacturing pursuits have been generally successful; that
the labouring man has been constantly employed, and well
remunerated for his labour; and that while the wages of the
latter have been high, his food, and even luxuries, have been
moderate in price; that, in short, there has been, on all
men and on all things, the palpable impress of a prosperity
such as has rarely pervaded, at any one time, the various classes
of the community. There is no doubt, too, that, emanating
from these circumstances, the figure of Glasgow Mortality has
been this year somewhat reduced ; but, with all its diminution,
it is still much above that of many other cities. And although
our city has been for some time little afflicted with any very
destructive epidemic, it must be recollected that there never-
theless still lurks, amid many of the dank and dismal recesses
of our densely-crowded habitations, the ready materials, if not
for occasioning, at least for disseminating disease and death.
According to certain Statists, the proportion constantly sick
in a population, is double the annual proportion per cent.
which the deaths bear to the living. Assuming this formula,
the proportion per cent. of the deaths in Glasgow, for
the average of the last three years, was 2.86, which being
doubled is 5.72 ; and 5.72 per cent. of 360,138, the amount of
the mean of the population, would show that there has been
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constantly sick in the City and Suburbs, about 20,600.% Al-
though I am inclined to believe that this is a very exaggerated
figure of sickness, especially in a city where infantile death is
so prevalent, and where, consequently, the days of sickness
must be quickly and fatally terminated, still T have no doubt
there are always many amongst us who are laid on beds
of distress, but whose numbers might be diminished through
means within our reach.t But, it may be asked, how is this
evil, which presses so peculiarly on the labouring portion of
the community, to be mitigated? Why, by as far and as fast
as possible getting rid of the already known causes which
create and perpetuate diseases. 'While, therefore, it is the duty
of every citizen to aid in any good work which may tend
to the amelioration of the great family of which he forms a
component part, it is the peculiar province of you, my Lord
and Gentlemen, who have been called to rule over this com-
munity, to carry the benevolent will of the people into execu-
tion. Endeavour, then, as the guardians of the public weal,
to remove, as you have been so worthily doing, those plague-
spots from the older part of the Town, which have so long
proved the haunts of the idle and the profligate, and also
from henceforth to prevent new localities from becoming the
dens of similar demoralization. Try, by every means in your
power, to open up densely-peopled quarters to more light and
air than they now possess, and to preserve open spaces in
the Suburbs, capable of ere long becoming the lungs of a

* The caleulation made by certain Insurance Offices in England connected with
sickness, is as follows :—
% At 21 years of age, term of sickness during year, 4 days 16 minutes.
At 30 - . 1 week, 5 hours, and 3 minutes.
At 60 " o 2 weeks, 2 days, 9 hours, and 34 minutes.”
By consulting the Table of the living in Glasgow, it will be easy to see at least how
sickness, according to this formula, is likely to affect those at these ages.

+ Dr. Lyon Playfair, in a late investigation into the great mortality of Lancashire,
states, that in that county there were at that period 398,000 cases of sickness, and
14,000 deaths, which mizht have been prevented. Of these deaths, 11,000 were adults,
engaged in profitable labour. * The annual slaughter from typhus alone,™ he says,
“in England and Wales, is greater than the loss sustained by the Allied Armies at
Waterloo ! What would be thought of a war, in which 5000 of the able-bodied men
in one county fell every year in battle ® And yet this is only one-half of the number

P

annually slanghtered in the county of Lancaster by removealle epidemies !



























