A key to physic, and the occult sciences : opening to mental view, the
system and order of the interior and exterior heavens; the analogy betwixt
angels, and spirits of men; and the sympathy between celestial and
terrestrial bodies, from whence is deduced an obvious discrimination of
future events, in the motions and position of the luminaries, planets, and
stars; the universal spirit and economy of nature, in the production of all
things; the principles of etherial, and atmospherical influx, in constituting
the proper recipient of life; the active and passive tinctures requisite in the
generation of men and brutes; and the foundation and necessity of that
invisible agitation of matter, which stimulates and impels every living
creature in the act of begetting its like; the properties of vegetable, mineral
and animal magnetism: the fundamental causes and qualities, visible or
occult, of all diseases, both of mind and body, and the simple modes
prescribed by nature for their prevention and cure : to which are added,
lunar tables, calculated from sidereal motion; exhibiting upon the most
simple, yet unerring construction, the actual moment of the crisis of every
disease, and the consequent termination thereof, whether for life or death:
the whole forming an interesting supplement to Culpeper's family
physician, and display of the occult sciences ; published for the good of all
/ by E. Sibly.

Contributors

Sibly, E. (Ebenezer), 1751-1800.
Royal College of Physicians of London

Publication/Creation
London : G. Jones, 1821.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/b4p2s5tk

Provider

Royal College of Physicians

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by Royal
College of Physicians, London. The original may be consulted at Royal
College of Physicians, London. where the originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.


http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org


















Digitized by the Internet Archive
In 2016 |

https://archive.org/details/b28407568






Efopees e-'/f"r‘;.}/fr‘r*:‘r’

A e R — — = — e e —~

’z’u;.r‘.-;".r’rf.-'f.r..:"' X{f)}’f;‘f";yﬂyf';’fffff 'KAI(:’.‘. ()f{f{/f P

-r-') = ==
/r"?("f‘r‘f"e”? ],



L EY 6 PHYSIC

AND THE

OCCULT SCIENCES

OPENING TO MENTAL VIEW,

TheSYSTEMand ORDER of theInteriorand Exterior HEAVENS ;

The ANALOGY betwixt ANGELS and the SPIRITS of MEN;
AND THE

SYMPATHY between CELESTIAL and TERRESTRIAL BODIES.

FROM WHENCE IS DEDUCED,

- An obvious Difcrimination of Future Events, in the Motions and Pofitions of the Luminaries,
Planets, and Stars; the Univerfal Spirit and Fconomy of Nature in the Produftion of all
Things ; the Principles of ethereal and atmofperical Influx, in conftituting the proper Recipi-
ent of Life; the active and paffive Tinétures requifite in the Generation of Men and Brutes ;
the Properties of V egetable, Mineral,and ANIMAL MAGNETISM; the fundamental Caufes
and Qualities, vifible or occult, of all DISEASES, both of Mind and Body; and the fimple
Modes prefcribed by NATURE for their Prevention and Cure,

TO WHICH ARE ADDED,

LUNAR TABLES, calculated from Sidereal Motion; exhibiting, upon the moft fimple yet unerring
Conftruétion, the aftual Moment of the Crisis of every Disease, and the confequent Termination

ther=of, whether for L1IFE or DEATH,

THE WHOLE FORMING

An interefting Supplement to CULPEPER's FAMILY PHYSICIAN, and Difplay of the OCCULT ~
SCIENCES. Publithed for the good of all who fearch after Truth and Wifdom ; to preferve all the
Bleflings of Health and Life ; and to give toallthe Knowledge of Primitive Phyfic, and the Art of Healing.
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A

KEY 17 PHYSIC

AND THE

OCCULT BSCIENCES,

ISDOM is the Light of Reafon, and the Bond of Peace. It aflimilates
Man to God, and elevates his mind above unworthy purfuits. It is the
principal excellence which diftinguithes him from brutes, and the chief
ornament that dignifies his character, Whatever is found in Wifdom’s laws
defies the mouldering hand of Time, and ranks with immortality. Hence it is
that a thirft after knowledge is natural to man; and, if the cares and follies of this
world could be eftranged from his concerns, his defire of information would be
infeparable from his exiftence. Ignorance and Superftition may be confidered
as the curfe of God, which chains its votaries to unworthy objeéts ; whilft, on the
contrary, Wifdom and Underftanding provide us with wings, whereby to foar above
the earth; to contemplate the works of creation ; to difcern the myfieries of divi-
nity, and converfe with angels.

The beautiful defeription given by Solomon of his acquirements in wifdom, is
Inghly deferving the attention of all men ; but particularly of thofe who profefs
the feience of phyfic, and the cure of fouls. I prayed, fays Solomon, and under-
Sranding was given me ; I called upon God, and the spirit of wifdom came to-me.
All good things came with her, and innumerable riches in her hand. Wifd. vii. 7, 11.
What greater reward could any one defire? And though the intelleétual faculties
of all men are not alike firong and apt for occult {peculations ; yet it is manifeft
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2 A KEY TO PHYSIC

that all” perfons are capable of deriving great improvement from reading; and,
that it is not fo much the want of natural ability, as of indufiry and application,
that fo many men difgrace the image of the Deity, and degrade the venerable pro-
feflions of Divinity, Phyfic, and Law.,

It rarely happens that the want of intelleét, or natural endowments of the mind,
are the rocks on which men {plit in their profeffional charaéter. Indocile and
unapt indeed muft that man be, whom education, experience, obfervation, read-
ing, or enquiry, will not fet generally right in his progrefs through life. Yet,
without indufiry, and an anxious defire of knowledge and improvement, neither
education, nor all the advantages of natural ability, can fave us from the wreck of
error, or the difgrace of ignorance. Obftinate men, though of the firft capacity in
the world, are a forlorn hope, and often irrecoverably loft, by unadvifedly pur-
[uing the phantom of their own brain; whilft others, enriched by diguity of fenfe,
and qualified by depth of underftanding to form the brighteft charaéters amongft
fociety, furrender up their talents for difcernment and enquiry, and content them-
felves with taking upon truft whatever they fee or hear ; particularly in the prac-
tice of phyfic, in the law, and in the church. The mifchiefs attendant on this ge-
neral conduct of mankind, are great and many ; for by thus implicitly fubfcribing
to the vague notions, and falfe doétrines, of others; by fhutting their eyes againft
the light of reafon and enquiry, and refufing to receive the conviétion of their own
fenfes, they transfer error from one generation to another, until the unlettered
multitude, dazzled by the {plendid ignorance of the learned few, become difeiples
to their miftakes, and make error and enthufiafm an hereditary difeafe.

Hence, then, we fee the neceflity of confulting our own reafon, and employing
our own underftanding, in the diferimination of all our temporal and eiernal af-
fairs; and of ating and judging for ourfelves on all occafions which immediately
regard our health, our happinefs, or our life ; and under all thofe afiflions and
misfortunes wherewith we firuggle in this world, in our paffage to a better; to one
more glorious and permanent; the ultimate end and reward of all our labours !
Our fenfes, on thefe oceafions, are ever ready to fupport our endeavours, and per-
form their office; and it is unqueftionably the duty of all men to exercife, to im-
prove, and employ them. Yet it is aftonithing in general to fee how diftruftful
we are of thofe very faculties Nature has given us for our guide, and how fondly
we fubmit to the opinions of others, whofe nerves cannot feel for us, and whofe
judgment is often founded upon erroneous principles, and fometimes on no prinei-
ples at all. This, however, is a conduét by no means fitted to the dignity and office

affigned to man; who, being placed at the head of all Ged’s works upon earth,
walking



AND THE OCCULT SCIENCES. 3

walking in his image, and exercifing dominion over his creatures, is bound to im-
prove that intelleét of reafon and underftanding, whereby he is to govern and di-
reét them, according to the diftates of truth, of juftice, and of mercy. For this
purpofe he ought, like Solomon, to ftudy the occult properties and qualities of all
things: “from the cedar-tree that is in Lebanon, even unto the hyffop that {pring-
eth out of the wall ;” with whatever relates to a proper knowledge of himfelf, ““and
of lLeafis, and of fowls, and of creeping things, and of fithes”—not to worfhip the
fun, nor the moon, nor the ftars, nor any of the hoft of heaven; but to confider, to
admire, and to inveftigate their charaélers, fixed by the hand of God for figns and
for feafons, and for days and years. They, in fui, contain no more than what
every man ought to be acquainted with, to the beft of his abilities ; becaufe they
lead to a comprehenfive idea of thofe occult caufes and effeéls, which aét the moft,
though they are the leaft feen; and whereby the human underftanding is 'emight-
ened and improved, and the mind enriched with thofe divine precepts, which lead
to a manifeftation of that FIRST and Omnipotent CAUSE to whofe power all
fecond caufes are fubfervient, and operate but as the agents of his Will ; and under
whofe provident care and fufferance we fee, feel, move, fpeak, and have our being !
The ten thoufand bleflings which refult from this ftudy, are found in our enquiries
after truth, and the myfleries which {urround us ; of the aftonifhing {ympathy
and antipathy betwixt heavenly and earthly {ubfiances : of the wonderful harmony
and confiruétion of the celeftial bodies; of the nature and qualities of our own
exiftence, and the propagation of our fpecies; of the occult properties implanted in
all created beings ; and the end for which they are and were created !

To fuch enquiries all men are alike competent, and may boaft the fame preten-
fions, unlefs obftinacy or indelence be fubftituted to prevent them. Thereiscertainly
implanted in the buman mind, a power which perceives truth, and commands
belief, 1n all the oceult properties of nature, not by the force of argument, nor learn-
ing, nor {cience ; but by an inftantaneous, infiinétive, and irrefiftible, impulfe, de-
rived neither from education nor from habit, but from the peculiar gift of Provi-
dence, aéting independently of our will, whenever thefe objeéts are prefented, bear-
ing evidence of their reality, even when the pride of our external deportment, and
our very words, affeét to deny them, This is an intelle€tual fenfation, which, I
will venture to affirm, is felt more or lefs by all mankind; and I know the hearts of
all my readers, if not their tongues, will admit the faét. It is therefore evident that
the humble cottager, the claflical curate, the regular phyfician, and the village doc-
tor, fiand on the fame levelin this refpeét. The ftudy of Nature’s laws, of the oc-
cult properties in medicine, and in the frame and temperature of our bodies, is no

lefs
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lefs fimple, than important to our welfare; and without knowing thefe, we know
nothing that ean place us beyond the fagacity of the brute creation, We can nei-
ther forefee danger nor fhun it when it is near—we are fubject to mifguided treat-
ment, and miftake, in our medical applications, and advice—we receive intuitive
figns and tokens of misfortune or advantage, without knowing how to benefit by
the admonition.—In fhort, without this {tudy, our enquiries are vain—our percep-
tions are clouded—our views limited, and all our purfuits are vanity, vexation, and
difappointment. The weaknefs of our reafon, and the avocations arifing from the
infirmities and neceflities of our fituations, require the moft powerful inftruétions,
and the cleareft perceptions of heavenly and earthly things, for the prefervation of
our {ouls and bodies, and for the illumination of our minds; advantages that can
in no wife be more completely obtained than by an intimate acquaintanee with the
Occult Sciences ; or, in other words, by a contemplation

OF GOD.

THOUGH God has given us no innate ideas of himfelf, yet, having furnifhed us
with thofe faculties our minds are endowed with, he hath not left himfelf without
a witnels; fince we have {fenfe, perception, and realon, and cannot want a clear
proof of him, as long as we carry any thought of ourfelves about us. To fhow,
therefore, that we are capable of knowing, that is, being certain, that there is a
God ; and how we may come by this certainty, 1 think we need go no farther than
ourfelves, and that undoubted knowledge we have of our own exiftence. T think
it is beyond queftion, that man has a clear perception of his own being: he knows
certainly that he exifts, and that he is fomething. In the next place, man knows,
by an intuitive certainty, that bare nothing can no more produce any real being,
than it can be equal to two right angles, If, therefore, we know there is fome real
being, it is an evident demonfiration, that from eternity there has been fomething;
fince what was not from eternity had a beginning ; and what had-a beginning muft
be produced by fomething elfe. Next it is evident, that what has its being from
another muft alfo have all that which is in and belongs to its being from another
too; all the powers it has muft be owing to, and received from, the fame fource.
This eternal fource of all being, muft be alfo the fource and original of all power;
and fo this eternal being muft be alfo the moft powerful.

Again, man finds in himfelf perception and knowledge : we are certain then that
there is not only fome being, but fome knowing intelligent being, in the world,
There was a time when there was no knowing being, or elfe there has been a know-

ing
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ing being from eternity. If it be faid, there was a time when that eternal being
had no knowledge ; I reply, that then it is impoflible there thould have ever been
any knowledge; it being as impoflible that things wholly void of knowledge, and
operating blindly, and without any perception, {hould produce a knowing being,
as it is impofiible that a triangle fhould' make itfelf three angles bigger than two
right ones. Thus, from the confideration of ourfelves, and what we infallibly find
in our own conftitutions, our reafon leads us to the knowledge of this certain and
evident truth, that there is an eternal, moft powerful, and knowing, being, which
whether any one will call Gop, it matters not, The thing is evident; and from
thisidea, duly eonfidered, will eafily be deduced all thofe other attributes we ought
to afcribe to this eternal Being.

From what has been faid, it is plain that we have a more certain knowledge of
the exiftence of a God than of any thing our fenfes have not immediately difcovered
to us. Nay, I prefume I may fay, that we more certainly know that there is a
God than that there is any thing elfe without us. When I fay, we know, 1 mean,
there is fuch a knowledge within our reach, which we cannot mifs, if we will but
apply our minds to that, as we do to other enquiries.

It being then unavoidable for all rational creatures to conclude, that fomething
has exifted from eternity, let us next fee what kind of thing that mufi be. There
are but two forts of beings in the world, that man knows or conceives : fuch as are
purely material without fenfe or perception; and fenfible perceiving beings, {uch
as we find ourfelves to be. Thefe two forts we fhall call cogitative and incogitative
beings ; which, to our prefent purpofe, are better than material and imwmaterial,

If then there muft be fomething eternal, it is very obvious to reafon, that it muft
neceflarily be a eogitative being; becaufe it is as impoflible to conceive that bare
incogitative matter fhould ever produce a thinking intelligent being, as that nothing
of itfelf thould produce matter. Let us fuppofe any parcel of matter eternal, we
thall find it in itfelf unable to produce any thing. Let us {fuppofe its parts firmly
at reft together ; if there were no other being in the world, muft it not eternally re-
main fo, a dead unaétive lump? is it pofiible to.conceive that it can add motion to
itlelf, or produce any thing? Matter then, by its own firength, cannot produce in
itfelf fo much as motion. The motion it has, muft alfo be from eternity, or elfe
added to matter by fome other being, more powerful than matter. But let us fup-
pofe motion eternal too ; yet matter, incogitative matter, and motion, could never
produce thought. Knowledge will fiill be as far beyond the power of nothing to
preduce. = Divide matter into as minute parts as you.will, vary its figure and
motion as much. as youn pleafe, it will operate no otherwife upon other bodies
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