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OBSERVATIONS.

e =

.

LETTERS furnish the unsullied memo-
rials of truth, and impart to successive
generations the perfect records of know-
ledge. It is the felicity of literature to
improve, in proportion to its cultivation,
the general condition of the human race;
to soften the ferocities of savage life, and
to encourage a fraternal intercourse a-
midst the clash of arms and the shouts
of war. Even in the slow, and otherwise
almost imperceptible progression of arts
and science, from their origin in remote
and barbarous times to the invention of
PrintinGg, these effects are evident; and
whenever a chance and imperfect ray of
B
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learning enlightened the desolation and
ignorance in which Europe for many
ages was sunk, the increased prosperity
and happiness of its inhabitants was the
constant result.

From the discovery of Printing, an
event most extensive in its beneficial in-
fluence, the progress of literature becomes
infinitely more interesting; and its opera-
tion on the social and political state of
nations more decided. The knowledge
which this art widely diffused was the
means of detecting errors that time had
consecrated ; and trying, at the bar of
reason, systems that had governed opi-
nion for centuries. The boundaries of
science were enlarged, taste was cor-
rected, and the judgment matured, by
its bringing into action a greater por-
tion of human intellect:* by giving

* In the long period of darkness and barbarism that
followed close on the fall of the Roman empire, and conti-
nued until the energies of the human mind were aroused



7

« scope and verge enough’ to this di-
vina particulam aurcee, this spark of celes-
tial fire, discoveries were made that will
benefit mankind to the latest hour of
time; and works were produced that
will instruct, and charm, as long as
the privilege of understanding them re-
mains.

Yer the advance of knowledge did not
bear an exact proportion to the facility
which Printing afforded to the expansion

by a concurrence of causes, among which the invention of
Printing was not the least efficient, it is easy to imagine,
without violating the bounds of reason and probability,
that many ¢ hearts pregnant with celestial fire, mute in-
glorious Miltons,” might bave existed, who, under more
favorable circumstances, would have ‘¢ wak'd to extacy
the living lyre ;" that minds such as Galileo’s, Harvey’s,
and Newton's, but for the impenetrable darkness that
surrounded them, would have explained the economy
of pature, and unfolded the laws of the universe: that
other Titians, Raphaels, and Michael Angelos, had their
latent powers been fostered by congenial times, would
have taught the marble to breathe, or animated the
canvas.

B 2
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of opinion, and the promulgation of dis-
covery. Man, just awakened from the
long sleep of intellect, did not instantly
understand how to use, to advantage, his
native powers. The press was originally
employed on books that are now not
looked into, but as specimens of the first
effort of the art: but, by degrees, it be-
came occupied by works of taste, science,
and genius. By the time two centuries
had elapsed, printed books were accumu-
lated into libraries of such extent, that it
became essential to class and arrange
them; to point them out in catalogues,
or describe them in histories of litera-
ture.

Tre first, and indeed many of the
works written with the intent of render-
ing intelligible these immense deposito-
ries of learning, were of a very general
nature. Not a few, however, have been
appropriated to particular branches of
science: and among these, several have
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appeared on the continent of Europe,
the object of which has been to give a
view of the progress of medical litera-
ture, by forming descriptive and scien-
tific catalogues of medical books; and
by arranging the materials of those
books under distinct heads, to afford the
student, the practitioner, or the writer,
an exact and expeditious reference. .

Ir health be a blessing, a regular and
clear arrangement of the vast mass of
materials that afford instruction for its
preservation or restoration, will be a de-
sideratum in which the whole of the
human race must be interested.

By extensive and perspicuous views of
the science, by giving general informa-
tion through individual reference to every
interesting fact, the compilers of Biblio-
thecas have endeavored to render the ac-
quisition of knowledge easy to the prac-
titioner: while, through the same me-
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dium, those who look not merely to the
laboratory or the sick chamber, have been
gratified by illustrations of ingenious
theory, by accounts of the structure and
functions of animal bodies as a branch of
natural history; and by details of the
progress of medical literature, neither
totally deficient in critical acumen, nor
uninteresting to the philosophical in-
quirer into the powers of the human
mind.

Ix every attempt, however, to execute
these great works, on any principle, the
labors of Englishmen have occupied so
small a share of attention, that it may
truly be considered that scarcely an effort
has hitherto been made to arrange and
describe the medical literature of the

British Empare.

Ir the continental Bibliothecas are not
confined to the works of any individual
eountry, but attempt to give a view of
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those of all times and places, it is a
defect in the comprehensive and stupen-
dous project, that has necessarily caused
the indigenous literature of every country
to be left imperfectly described.

Trose who are acquainted with the
genius and talents of Haller, and the
persevering industry of Ploucquet, as ma-
nifested in their Bibliothecas, will admire
the ability with which those works are
executed; yet, with respect to English
books, it must be admitted they are al-
ways jejune, and often incorrect. In the
ten quarto volumes of Ploucquet, the re-
ferences to English books are too few in
number to do any manner of justice to
the subject; and an examination of the
Bibliothecas of Haller, those astonishing
monuments of human knowledge as well
as human labor, will excite surprize,
when in them it is discovered how little
he was acquainted with the works of
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Englishmen, especially those written in
the English language. :

THESE remarks are not made with a
view to depreciate the talents, or under-
rate the industry of those writers; but to
shew that profound erudition and unwea-
ried application are not equal to an exact
description of the native literature of a
foreign country.

IT becomes then almost a self-evident
proposition, that the Bibliothecas of the
indigenous literature of any country
should not be left in the hands of a
foreigner.

SEVERAL years have now elapsed since
the author of these ‘¢ Observations,” im-
pressed with this idea, began to make
collections for a Bibliographia Medicince
Britannicee, in which it was his desire to
unite the precision of a Catalogue rai-
sonnée, the convenience of a concordance
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of facts and opinions, an historical sketch
of the progress of the medical art in the
British Empire, and biographical recol-
lections of writers who have become
conspicuous by their theories, the con-
troversies in which they bave been en-
gaged, by their having melicrated the
practice, or by their discoveries extended
the boundaries of medical science.

More than half a century has passed
away since Dr. Edward Milward* pro-
jected a plan to which this bears some
resemblance.

* In 1740 Dr. Milward published a letter, in which he
called upon all orders of learned men to assist him with
materials for writing a history of the progress of medicine
in England. In this letter he makes many ingenious,
profound, and learned observations on the subject; and
points out numerous heads of inquiry, which plainly shew
how well he was qualified for the execution of the design.
But his design differed essentially from this: it did not
comprehend a Bibliographia, which is here the primary
object. To this letter is acknowledged, with gratitude,
many obligations. While its extensive view of the sub-
Ject; the research it points out, and the investigations it
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Amone the causes that occasioned the
failure of his design, an inquiry made
with some diligence, has led to a belief
that a singular apathy which then per-
vaded the study of nature and the pur-
suit of medical science, was the most
decisive. Perhaps this is a more aus-
picious @ra. 'LThe present times are dis-
tinguished by the general diffusion of a
spirit of literary investigation, by a de-
sire to trace the current of opinion as
it flows from age to age, and to elucidate
the latent sources from whence know-
ledge has arisen. On this character for

leads to, almost occasion despair, the information it gives
materially assists in conquering the difficulty. The more
recent attempt of Dr. Aikin, as explained in his ¢ Spe-
cimen of the Medical Biography of Great Britain,” had
it been executed to the full extent of his first views,
might at least have anticipated the biographical part of
this work. The medical faculty has still to regret, that
a person so eminently qualified for the undertaking should
have been induced, from any want of encouragement, to
abandon his original design, and be content with the
publication of a part of his collections in a thin octavo

volume.
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disquisition and inquiry principally is
founded the hope and the expectation
of success.

THE amor patrie readily suggests that
it would have been grateful to English-
men, at any period, to have seen another
wreath of intellect embellish the genius
of their native soil: but a concurrence
of peculiar circumstances was required
to make the public feel, that the science
of medicine could add one more or-
nament to the literary character of a
country, already adorned by the immor-
tal works of Shakspear, Milton, and
Newton. Can the liberal sentiments,
the knowledge, the justice, and the taste
of the present age, allow a fastidious
exclusion of the labors of Harvey, Sy-
denham, Cullen, Hunter, Monro, Dar-
win, &c. from the temple of British
worthies ?— Greece, in her brightest day
of mental illumination, would have deified
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the discoverer of the CIRCULATION OF THE
BLOOD.

How easy would it be to produce a train
of facts that would exalt the medical
character of the DBritish nation to the
highest point in the scale of intellectual
excellence. Classical learning, science,
and elegant literature, have adorned it
in no common degree; and the nu-
merous works which bear ample testi-
mony to the truth of this eulogium, pre-
sent a system of anatomical and physio-
logical learning, profound investigation,
accurate arrangement, ingenious theory,
and rational practice, equal, perhaps su-
perior, to that of any other country.

Tue facility which Bibliothecas give
to scientific investigation is sufficiently
marked to have excited general appro-
bation and support; and to have received
the sanction of every profession. But in
none of the professions is the utility of
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these compilations more decided than
in that of medicine, where the facts are
so numerous, and so loosely connected.
There is then no hesitation respecting
their general usefulness; but there may
be some doubt as to the propriety of
forming a Bibliotheca of the medical
literature of any individual country.

IT has been before observed, that the
extensive designs of the existing Biblio-
thecas have rendered them very unfaith-
ful pictures of indigenous literature:
especially has that of Britain been neg-
lected, either from ignorance of its stores,
or from the limited capacity of man;
for even German industry has been ex-
hausted before it reached this mine.*
That it has been neglected is certain;
and that it deserves serious attention,
perhaps, will appear from a perusal of

* A recent publication on the history of medicine is a
striking instance of the superficial knowledge the conti-
nental writers have of the medical literature of England,
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the following outline, within which is
¢ollected a part of the materials that
the industry, the talents, and the genius
of this country have, in the course of
many ages, accumulated to a degree of
magnitude that requires elucidation by
arrangement and analysis.

Tue collecting widely dispersed ma-
terials, many of which are, though of
intrinsic excellence, only to be found
by the most diligent search in private
libraries; and the arrangement and dis-
posal of those materials, in such a manner
as to render them of easy access, con-
stitute two species of exertion equally
essential in the compilation of a Bib-

liographia.

In collecting the subjects of the
Bibliographia Medicinee Britannice, nei-
ther time nor labor have been spared.
And in forming its plan of arrangement
much reflection has been employed to
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make it adequately perspicuous, at the
same time that particular attention and
deference have been given to the great
works of Haller and Ploucquet.

~ Ir in these works little can be found
that will give information on individual
articles in British literature, yet the ar-
rangement employed in them has not
been, even partially rejected, without he-
sitation and doubt. The high character
stamped by public opinion on these
works, and their internal excellence,
almost make them models for imitation
so sacred, that to deviate from them will
be considered as wandering from the
path of scientific truth. i

THouGH one general principle of order
must pervade all works of this kind, yet
in the subordinate parts of the design
there may be much variety of disposition.
And, it is here, perhaps, that the British
Bibliographia has most deviated; for its
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author believed that disposal of its sub-
ordinate parts was most excellent, which
best described with natural ease and
perspicuity the various branches of the
profession, keeping them at once distinct,
and yet having in view a general chain
of connexion.

In the Bibliograplia Medicine Bri-
tannice it is intended to give a view
of the progress of medical literature in
the British empire, by forming a Cata-
logue raisonnie of its medical works, be-
ginning with the earliest printed books,
and ending with the year 1800: and by
a scientific classification of these works,
with an analytical arrangement of the
materials which they contain, to furnish
a comprehensive concordance of theo-
retical and practical knowledge.

Tre method purposed to be pursued
in describing the books of which the Bib-
liographia is to consist, will give, first, a
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description of the volume, comprehend-
ing the title, size, place, date, number
of pages, plates, and other peculiarities ;
principes and opfimee editions: second-
ly, an analytical view of the contents,
with critical remarks, practical obser-
vations, and biographical notices of the
author. An endeavor will also be made
to give the anonymous and pseudony-
mous productions to their real writers.

IT is designed to precede this by an
historical memoir, giving a detail of the
progress of the medical art in Britain,
from the earliest period to the present
time.

Th1s introductory memoir will touch,
perhaps slightly, but it is hoped with
precision, on the state of ' medicine among
ithe antient Britons, particularly noticing
the practice of it by the Druids; the
state of medical science under the Ro-
mans in Britain; under the Saxons, the

c
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Danes, and the Normans. On the pro-
gress of the art from the Norman con-
quest to the time of Linacre, and the
founding of the College of Physicians:
a period in which lived Joannes Egidius ;
Richardus, Gilbertus, and Alphredus An-
glicus; Nicolas Ferenham, Hugh de Eve-
sham, Roger Franks, John Estwode,
William Grisaunt, Bartholomew Glan-
ville, William de Holme, Simon Breodun,
John Ardern, Henry Daniel, Richard
Kennet, Nicolas Hortesham, John Mar-
felde, and John of Gaddesden; men of
eminence and high repute in their pro-
fession as practitioners; and as authors
neither devoid of ingenuity nor industry.
The Rosa Anglica, the laborious work de
Rerum Proprietatibus, and the chirur-
gical treatises of John Ardern remain
as testimonies at least of their industry,
and to elucidate the state of science im
that rude age.

Wit the memoirs and biographical
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notices of these persons, will be con-
nected a particular investigation of the
practice of physic and surgery by the
monks and other ecclesiastics, and an
inquiry into the losses that the science
has sustained by the destruction of MSS.
at the Reformation.

Tre period succeeding to this will be
contained between the founding of the
college, and the discovery, or demon-
stration of the Circulation of the Blood.
Linacre, Caius, Ellyot, Turner, the author
of the first English herbal, Moffit, Goul-
ston, Clowes, Woodhall, &c. adorned this
period. Learned and ingenious as these
men were, a perfect devotion to the
Galenic theory effectually prevented in
them much advance in science. But
though their time was principally em-
"ployed in translating and commenting on
the works of their master, or in defend-
ing the newly recognized rights of the
regulars, they were of service to the

c 2
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science of medicine, by encouraging a
taste for antient literature and classical
learning.

Tue 2ra of Harvey presents a variety
of interesting circumstances. British me-
dicine began then to assume a scientific
form. His discovery called forth new
views, and infused fresh energies into the
human mind. Led on by his example,
and guided by his genius, the structure
and functions of animal bodies were in-
vestigated with unwearied assiduity, and
the most profound arcana of nature al-
most developed. The merit of Harvey,
with Englishmen at least, will not be
confined to the dicovery of the circula-
tion. The origin of a school of ana-
tomy, in this country, is to be dated
from his studies and discoveries; and ex-
periments on generation, have not,
perhaps, by any subsequent enquirer,
been pursued with more science, inge-
nuity, and effect than in his Ewercita-
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tiones de Generatione Ammalium. The
institution of the Royal Society still
further encouraged the cultivation of
anatomy and general science; and its
great work, the Philosophical Transac-
tions, will claim particular attention, as
the immense depository of facts in every
province of natural history. It was in
this national work that Lower, Needham,
Thurston, Mayow, Willis, Ridley, and
Boyle, first made the learned world
acquainted with their discoveries.

Rarip as this view of the progress of
the medical art in the British empire is
intended to be, still many other circum-
stances will be noticed with all the con-
ciseness the nature of the undertaking
admits. Among these the practice of
alchymy, the rosycrutian visions, the in-
termixture of astrology with the practice
of physic, and various other empyrical
delusions, will be attentively investigated.
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THE inénrpuratinn of the surgeons of
London, establishment of anatomical and
chirurgical lectures at Surgeons Hall; at
the College of Physicians; the Harveian
oration; and the rise and establishment of
a medical school at Edinburgh, will not
pass without remark.

A~oruer part of the inquiry will
comprehend the disputes between the
galenists and the chemists; the attempt
to establish a society of chemical phy-
sicians, in opposition to the college ; the
legal investigation of the claims of the
licentiates; and the endowment of hos-
pitals in London, Edinburgh, Dublin,
and the provincial towns; with an ex-
amination of the effect they have had in
improving the theory and practice of
physic and surgery.

- In the history of medicine there is
no part more interesting than that which
endeavors to extricate the origin of certain
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diseases from the obscurity in which time
has involved them. An eflort will be
made to elucidate the first appearance of
Siphilis and Variola in Britain, and to as-
certain the origin of Rachitis and the
Sudor Anglicanus; with a detail of the
various periods in which contagious Ca-
tarrh, under the popular term influenza,
has occurred. This disorder, from its pe-
riodical returns, from the extent of its
influence, and from the rapidity of its
course, affords some of the most remark~
able and curious facts in the history of
diseases.

THE appearance and progress of Pestis
at various periods, and the opinions res-
pecting its contagious or non-contagious
nature; the properties of contagion in
general; the attempts made to correct
or destroy it; and the conduct of the
legislature respecting those attempts, with
the establishment and utility of quaran-
tine, will have an attention given to them
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proportioned to their weight and conse-
quence.

TuE first appearance of scurvy in the
British Navy, and the management that
has almost eftected its annihilation :
Chirurgia infusoria et transfusoria: the
introduction of Mercury, and the contro-
versy on the use of crude quicksilver as
a panacea: the first use of Cinchona, and
how far and how early the English con-
tributed to investigate its properties, and
establish its use in opposition to art and
prejudice : progress and improvement of
surgery : the discovery and history of
British mineral waters: practice of the
obstetric art, its gradual improvement,
and of the efforts made to retain it in
the hands of females: empirical attempts
to dissolve the calculus of the human
bladder, the countenance those attempts
received from the legislature, and the
consequent controversy : the introduc-
tion of Small-pox inoculation; discovery
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of the properties of the Cow-pock, and
Vaccination, with the dispute concerning
its utility, will likewise be comprized in
this inquiry.

BrograrHIiCcAL accounts of authors
unnoticed by Friend and Aikin will claim
particular attention; a constant reference
will be had to the contemporary state of
the art in other countries: and the me-
moir will conclude with a view of the
progress of Botany, Chemistry, Electri-
city, and Galvanism in England, as con-
nected with the science of medicine.

NorwiTusTanping the subjects of this
introductory Memoir are so diversified,
and its views so extensive, it is expected,
with some confidence, that the materials
which compose it may be compressed to
such a degree as not to occupy too much
space in the work, and yet be rendered
perspicuous, by a constant and clear
reference to the contemporary state of
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to the corresponding classes and sections

of the Bibliographia.

In arranging the body of the work
much difficulty has been encountered,
and many doubts have arisen, succeeded
by as many alterations: but, after fre-
quent reflection, it has been determined
to form it into classes and sections, ac-
cording to the following distribution.

Ix the disposal of these classes and
sections two principles have been kept
in view. The first of these regards the
order in which it seems rational that the
science of medicine should he studied.
The classes begin with that which con-
tains the works describing the structure
and functions of the animal machine.
The second class comprizes those which
treat on the substances employed on the
cure of diseases, their matural history,
and the methods of preparing them for
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medical purposes; with other works di-
rectly connected with the theory and
practice of pharmacy. The student being
thus put in possession of the means of
understanding the structure and func-
tions of the body, and made acquainted
with the substances used for correcting
its deviations from health; the third
class teaches the nature and quality of
morbid actions, and the method of using,
for the purpose of restoring health, those
substances, the natural and pharmacutical
pmperi:ies of which he had been taught,
by the second class, to understand. 'The
remaining classes apply to particular de-
partments of the profession, or com-
prehend such adjuncts, as every intelli-
gent member of the medical faculty feels
the propriety of inquiring into.

Unpker the second principle, an effort
has been constantly and steadily made to
preserve a natural connexion in the dis~
tribution of diseases. In consonance to
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this principle, the species of the genus
Febris have been placed in the same
section; exanthemata have been kept dis-
tinct from chronic diseases of the skin.
Diseases of the brain and nervous system,
of the chest, and of the digesting organs,
&c. have each a separate section allotted
to them. To the section employed on
poisons, it may be objected, that it does
not comprehend what the discriminating
language of the present day denominates
morbid poisons. In truth, under the
term morbid poisons such a train of
frequent and formidable diseases occur,
and upon which so much has been writ-
ten, that it was found expedient to give
them separate sections, as in Siphilis,
Rabies, Variola, &c. and to confine the
term poisons, to an older, though not
an obsolete, signification.

Gumpep by these principles, subject,
however, to be corrected by liberal sug-
gestions, and candid criticism, the classes
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SecrioN 1.— Fever. Continued, inter=
mittent, and hectic.

SectioN 2.— Exanthemata. Variola,
Varicella, Rubeola, Scarlatina, Erysipe-
las, Miliaria, Urticaria, Pemphigus, Pestis, -
Aptha, and Variola Vaccina.

SecrioN 3.— Diseases of the Brain and
Nervous System. Paralysis, Apoplexia,
Epilepsia, Catalepsia, Chorea, Hysteria,
Hypochondriasis, Oneirodynia, Mania,
Melancholia, Trismus, Tetanus, &c.

SecrioN 4.— Diseases of the Chest and
Respiring Organs. Phthisis Pulmonalis,
Asthma, Angina pectoris, Catarrh simple
and contagious, Pneumonic inflammation,
Dyspnea, Pertussis, &c.

SecTioN 5.—Diseases of the Digesting
Organs. Cholera, Diarrheea, Dysentery,
Obstipatio, Dyspepsia, Diseases of the
Mouth and Fauces, constricted (Isepha-
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vus, Hemorrhois, Scirrhus Rectum, in-
flammatory affections of the Viscera, and
Vermes.

-~ Secrion 6.— Diseases of the Heart and
circulating System. Aneurism, Palpita-
tio, Ossification, Polypus, &c.

Seewion 7.—Diseases of the Liver and
its appendages. lcterus, Hepatitis, Bi-
liary concretions, &c.

Secrion 8.—Diseases of the Urinary
Organs. Calculus, Diabetis, Nephritis,
&ec.

SECTION 9.—Ds:"opsy.

SectionN 10.—Gout, Rheumatism, Scia-
tica.

SEcTION 11.—Diseases of the Eye, the
Ear, and the Organ of Smell.
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SecrioN 12.— Natural history, struc-
ture and diseases of the Teeth.

SectioN 13.—Chronic Diseases of the
Skin. Elephantiasis, Lepra, Psora, Her-
pes, Tinea Capitis, &c.

SECTION 14.—Scrophula.

SECTION 15.—Scurvy.

Secrion 16.— Cancer.

SecTION 17.==Siphilis.

SecTioN 18.— Rabies.

SEcTION 19.— Poisons. Animal, Ve-
getable, and Mineral.

CLASS 1IV.

Nasﬂagy.
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private health; revivification, and the
humane society; various branches of
medical police; and the conduct of the
faculty as evidences in courts of justice,
&ec.

CLASS X.

Histories of Medicine, Medical Biography,
Charters and Disputes respecting Pri-
vileges, Patent Medicines, and Empiri-
cisim, &Jc.

CLASS XI.
Veterinaria.

CLASS XII.
Experimental Philosophy.

Erectricity, Magnetism, Galvanism,
Meteorology, and Natural History, as far
as connected with the theory and prac-
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tice of medicine, will be comprized in
this class.

- CLASS XIII.
Miascellanea.

From the multitude of books which
treat generally on the subject of medi-
cine, in the form of systems; or as com-
prehending a variety of subjects in the
same volume, and Collections, Reviews,
Journals, Transactions, &c. an extensive
class, under the title Miscellanea, became
unavoidable,

— e

In addition to the books specified in
the preceding arrangement, it is intended
to attach to each class or section, a re-
ference to the loose and fugitive ma-
terials found in Transactions, Essays,
Journals, Reviews, &c. with the title
Collectanea.

b2
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Amoxe the objects of a Prospectus, the
time of publication, the form, the extent,
and the price of a work, have been con-
sidered as the most important. If the
author of the Bibliographia Medicince
Britannice were able to speak explicitly
to all these points, it would give him
much satisfaction. He is enabled to
state generally, however, that the work
is so far advanced, that the historical
Introduction, and some of the classes
are so nearly finished, as to insure their
being soon put to the press, if due con-
sideration should warrant the publication
of it in parts. But on this subject he
holds it right to state, that his own opi-
nion is entirely at variance with that of
several friends, in whose judgment he
has, however, great confidence: and that
unless he can bring his sentiments to
agree with theirs, not any part of the
work will be printed until the whole is
compleated.
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Tue daily accumulation of new mate-
rials, the opening of additional and un-
expected sources of information, and the
more enlarged views that constant ap-
plication and employment on the subject
give, must, unavoidably, during the pro-
gress of a work, render its extent, in a
measure, indefinite. It has been stated*
that this would, probably, be comprized
in four or five octavo volumes. It is still
expected that it will not extend beyond
that number; but no positive assurance
of this can be given: neither is it unal-
terably determined that the form will not
be quarto.

In the progress of a work of such
magnitude, so difficult in its arrange-
ment, so complex in its parts, so various
in its subjects, and so imperiously de-
manding accuracy in dates, names, and
references, as the Bibliographia of the
books of a science in which so much

* Med, and Phys, Jour,
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has been written, that its printed works
are multiplied beyond the conception of
those who have not industriously made
the inquiry, it will surely be admitted,
that many accidental difficulties, and
unforeseen hindrances may arise, to ren-
der indeterminate the period of its final
completion.

Smourp it then become a question,
why a view of the work has been laid
before the public, when it is not suf-
ficiently advanced to answer explicitly
every inquiry; the author has only to
reply, that this has been done with the
prospect of gaining information and in-
struction from liberal criticism, while
that work is yet in a state to be cor-
rected by the illumination that may thus
be brought to bear upon it. He has
not enough confidence in his own pow-
ers, to suppose that his is the best of all
possible designs, that his arrangement is
sufficiently comprehensive, and perfectly
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lucid : that he has neither attempted too
much, nor effected too little. He has
many doubts which he hopes thus to
have solved; many wishes for informa-
tion which he expects thus to have com-
pletely gratified.

Ir on the general structure and dispo-
sition of the parts of the Bibliographia
Medicinee Britannicee, the author is soli-
citous to have the opinion and advice of
his brethren, he also is anxious to have it
understood that the work will not be a
mere catalogue of names; that it is his
object to give in it as compleat a view
of the rise and progress of British Medi-
cine, in all its ramifications and depen-
dencies, as the limited range of his ac-
quirements admit. It is his desire to
trace to its source every discovery, to
elucidate every theory, and to investi-
gate every interesting controversy: to
point out hypothetical aberrations of opi-
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nion, and duly estimate the sound reason
and rational principles that have restored
the misguided intellect to the genuine
paths of science. It will be to him a
felicity that will soften the toil, and
lighten the labor, if he can rescue indi-
vidual merit from obscurity, and render
the aggregate excellencies of his country-
men sufficiently conspicuous, to raise the
medical character of the empire to its
proper station in the ranks of science.

But here it may be allowed, without
imputed affectation, to pause on the exe-
cution of so vast a design; to contem-
plate, with almost fearful apprehension,
the wild chaos of jarring opinions that
bewilder the imagination, and disturb the
judgment; or to shrink from the abyss
of research, inevitably connected with
the prosecution of the work.

FroM among the multitude of books
that present for examination, it will be



45

an arduous task to discriminate and se-

lect; to award to each its due portion of
attention ; to explain their opinions, and
state their facts: to ascertain the disco-
veries they claim, and elucidate the the-
ories they support. But a still more
difficult, delicate, and dangerous point
it will be, to appreciate merit; to touch
on defects without offensive criticism :
to apportion praise and censure without
raising resentment.  Fully aware of the
impossibility of altogether avoiding ob-
servations that may displease, the author
is solicitous to deprecate anger, by assert-
ing the spirit of candor and justice, by
which he will anxiously endeavor to
govern his animadversions.

WHaEeN he is compelled, by the nature
of his plan, to speak of the works of
writers still living, he hopes to be be-
lieved when he affirms, that the narrow-
ness of party, the preference of system,
or the attachment to a school, will not
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influence his remarks: that when he
differs in opinion, as at times he must, he
trusts it will be done without asperity ;
and that when he attempts to argue,
it will not be for vicfory, but for TruTH.

FINIS.

To men so well informed as those of the
medical profession of the British Empire,
it seems umnecessary to mention the diffi-
culties encountered, and the time and la-
bor required, in compiling a moderately
correct Bibliotheca of its medical books ;
or to point out any particular objects of
inquary.

Anxious, however, to make the Biblio-
graphia Medicine Britannice, worthy a



47

subject so interesting to the medical fa-
culty, Mr. Royston requests, that those
gentlemen who are disposed to assist his
design, will direct a part of their inquiries
to the early times of medical history in
this country, comprehending, perhaps, all
that period between the landing of the
Romans and the founding of the College
of Physicians in London; to Theses writ-
ten by Englishmen at foreign universities
soon after the revival of lhiterature; {o
scarce books and MSS. to the first ap-
pearance of particular diseases i Great
Britain; and to biographical notices of
professional men, whose lastory has es-
caped the attention, or has not fallen
within the plan of Freind and Aikin.
Convinced that a Bibliographia Medicinz
Britannicee 7s @ NATIONAL WORK, in which
every member of the medical faculty of
the British Empire is interested, not only
on the principle of scientific improve-
ment, but from a spirit of PATRIOTISM ;
Mr. Royston has no reluctance to solicit



48

assistance, no hesitation in believing that
assistance will be cheerfully given.

Those gentlemen who have the means
and the inclination to supply him with
information, either by a relation of facts,
description of books, anecdotes, biographi-
cal and historical reports, or by critical
remarks on his plan, are requested to
transmit their communications fto fus re-
sidence in Princes Street, Cavendish
Square, London; or to Mr. Callow,
Medical Bookseller, Crown Court, Soho.

e ———— e ———————
Hayden, Printer, Brydges Street, Covent Garden




