An enquiry into the probability and rationality of Mr. Hunter's theory of life,
being the subject of two anatomical lectures delivered before the Royal
College of Surgeons, of London / by John Abernethy.

Contributors

Abernethy, John, 1764-1831.
Royal College of Surgeons of England.
Royal College of Physicians of London

Publication/Creation

London : Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme, and Brown, 1814.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/gkuhebze

Provider

Royal College of Physicians

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by Royal
College of Physicians, London. The original may be consulted at Royal
College of Physicians, London. where the originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection
London NW1 2BE UK

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/










{5





















































































e i

20
ing, as it were, in review, a series of
facts or propositions, and steadily con-
templating them so as to arrange, assort,
or compare them till we form some de-
duction respecting them. This power
seems to belong exclusively o man, and
is the basis of his reasoning faculty,
That mind is the strongest which can
contemplate the greatest number of facts
or prupasitiuns with accuracy; and his
judgments are generally the most correct,
who omits to review none of the facts
belonging to the subject under his con-
sideration. It was this power of mind that
so eminently distinguished Newton from
other men. It was this power that en-
abled him to arrange the whole of a
treatise in his thoughts, before he com-
mitted a single idea to paper. In the

exercise of this power, he was known
occasionally to have passed a night or day
entirely inattentive to surrounding objects.
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from my attending more to his facts and
opinions than to his mode of explaining
them, that 1T have been led to form so
high an estimate of his intellectual p(;wers.
I. can draw no other inferences from the
facts than those which he has drawn,
and therefore am I a convert to his opinions.

I proceed now to consider the struc-
ture and functions of those fibres which
constitute the museles, in order to in-
troduce the discussion of the probability
and rationality of Mr. Hunter's Theory.
as a cause of irritability. Muscular fibres
are soft and readily lacerable in the
dead body, and even during life when
they are in a state of inaction. They
are composed of that insoluble substance
which we meet with in the blood, and

which, from its disposition to concrete in
a fibrous form, is called the fibrous part
of that fluid. The threads and flakes














































































































































































































































