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PATRICE O'CONNOR, THE MURDERED MAXN.

EXNGRATED FROM AN ORIGINAL DRAWING BY A GENTLEMAN, R. 8. Esg.,, EMPLOTED IX
HER MAJESTY'S CUSTOMS FOR MANY YEARB WITH ME. O'CONNOR.












]

dispose of the business, Manning and his wife leaving Taunten and comi
London, whers, in a few weeks, they opened a beer-shop in the vicinity of the }fm“kg:b{
road; but this lasted a very short time, and the place was abruptly closed up by
Mra. Manning nh&t:ﬂnﬂmff,. taking with her the greater part of the property. was
done at the wish of the deceased, Patrick 0'Connor, who had prepared a home for Bra.
Manning at another Part:af the metropolis. Manning traced her, through the cabman who
had driven her to (’Connor’s house. They made up matters, and remained for some time
in apartments, and eventually took possession of the house where the murder was after-
w:g'!dﬂ -cnrr&lmltmd,

aria Manning’s maiden name was De Roux. She is a native of Lausanne, in Switzerland,
and inherited some small patrimony from her parents, both of whom are deceased. A.hzﬁzﬁi
years since she served in the family of Sir Lawrence Palk, at Haldon House, Devonshire, as
maid to Lady Palk; and while travelling to and fro with this family it is E%W she made
the acquaintance of Manning, who was at that time a guard on the Great Western Railway.
At the decease of Lady Palk, in the year 184, she obtained a situation as maid to Lady Blan-
tyre, the second daughter of the Duchess of Sutherland. She came to reside with her lad
ship at Stafford House, in July, 1846, and accompanied her to Scotland in the autumn of the
same vear. While attending her ladyship on a brief continental tour, before proceeding to
Scotland, she met with the deceased, O’Connor, who seems to have been struck with her ap-
pearance and manners—so much 8o as to have offered her marriage. In the eatly part of the
season 1847 she returned to town with Lady Blantyre, and it appears was frequently visited
at Stafford House by both Manning and 0’Connor, the latter of whom appeared to entertain .
a very warm affection for her. Manning, however, seems to have been the most favoured
suitor, and on the 27th of May, 1847, she was married to him at St. James's Church, Piccadilly,
After her marriage she accompanied Manning into Devonshire for a week or ten days; and
then, retomming to Stafford House, went with Lm{ Blantyre to the Continent a second time,
one motive for her doing so being, as it is alleged, the opportunity it afforded of arranging her
own affairs abroad previously to settling down to married life in England.

On her return from the Continent she went to reside with her huspand in lodgings at 2,
Church-street, Paddington, Manning still filling the situation of guard on the Great Weatern
Railway. We should here state, that it is believed, Manning, in prosecuting his addresses,
succeeded in persuading Maria De Roux that he was entitled to property under his mother's
will, amounting to between £600 and £700. This was of course only a fiction ; but so deeply
did he lay his schemes that he actually drew up a will, which has been found among the
E:;l ers in his wife's possession, by which he bequeathed this property to his “ very dear and

ved wife,” to the exclusion of all other claimants, appointing her executor, conjointly
with Henry Poole, recently convicted of the mail robberies on the Great Western Railway,
who is one of the subscribing witnesses to the deed. There does not appear to be the least
reason to believe that Manning had any property himsalf, but with the money he obtained
from his wife, very shortly after their marriage, he took the public-hounse at Taunton. )

Patrick O'Connor, the wretched wictim, first arrived in London from Ireland in
February, 1832, or at least early in the spring of that year. He had a letter of in-
troduction from his brother, now priest of the rich parish of Templemore, near Thurles,
county of Tipperary, to a gentleman of influence, living at the time in chambers in the
Temple. The gentleman in question is a uative of Ireland, and a friend of the murdered
man's brother, the Reverend Father (O'Connor. The gentleman received O'Connor
kindly for his reverend brother's sake, and asked him what were his views, and the nature
of the situation he was seeking for. (¥Connor said he wished to enter the police, and the
gentleman, to forward his views, gave him a letter to Mr. Mayne, one of the pelice commis-
sioners. It is probable the letter was never delivered by O'Connor, for a few days after he
had received it he changed his mind and said he would not become “ a thief taker.”

In about six weeks his first introduction he called on the |fnzrn'claltmll.ll.. and, much to
the latter’s surprise, he produced a £30 note, and requested the gentleman to take care of it
for him. The gentleman took charge of the note, and knowing O'Connor’s poverty, uga;lﬁ
enquired how he became possessed of it. The latter said his mother had sent him £15, wit
which he had purchnsed contraband tobacco and cigars, and trading surreptitio in them,
had amasted the amount of the £50 note. The gentleman at the time beli the story
to be trie, and as O'Connor was then endeavouring to obtain a situation in the Excise,
he told him ironically that his practical knowledge of smuggling would, no doubt, if known
to the Excise commissioners, prove a great recommendation in his favour. Before the close
of the year 1832, Patrick ("'Connor had placed in the gentleman's hands no less altogether
than £184, £100 of which the gentleman invested in the funds at O'Connor’s request.  This
rapid accumulation of money excited the gentleman’s surprise, and almost his suspicions that
everything was not right. {n the winter 1852-33 O'Connor obtained, through the influence
of+the late Bishop of Llandaff, we believe, the situation of tide-waiter in the port of London.
In the meantime he had been, bit by bit, withdrawing from the gentleman’s hands the £84
not invested, and got back the last of it to buy a bed, which he said he was obliged to take
abont with him from one ship to another in the Thames, in the discharge of his new duties.

He had hardly been installed in his situation of tide-waiter, when he sent an attorney s
letter to the gentleman, demanding payment of the whole sum. of £184,. The gentleman
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other part, “and e him to drink large quantities of brandy when he comes, and
hten him wrll about the cholers,” for me as well as for his Irinted about
g:%ﬁng some I;ltgplﬁ-lng drink into the brandy, e <

Coroner : you ever see any weapons in the house?—Witness: No: : recollect.
Manning asking me this question, “ Have you ever had, or fired off, an .i:.' hu:;’[md what
sort of a weapon it was? I said I had not had one, but I had secen one fired off in seme.

wents on natural philosophy that I bad attended. He asked me if it made any noise.
1 told him [ thought not; but it was some years sincs I Liad seen the e By

A Juror: Did he ever ask you to procure him any drugs?—Witness: Never,

Coroner : You said he asked you what were the most stupifying drogs?—Witness: Yea
He once asked me whether chloroform and laudanum were not used as stupifying
and 1 told him that they were. I had no ension of his having any design in
of this. On one occasion he said to me, *For God’s sake, never marry a foreigner; for if you
do, she will be the ruin of you.” Some time before I left him he wanted to get me out of his
house; and so did his wife also. I asked him for my bill, and they would hardly ever give it
me. It was sent home to my ts with an overcharge, and I told them not to pay it. I
afterwards a proper bill, with a reduction. I left town a fortnight ago last .
and for eight days before that I had been living at Mr. Bainbridge's, the broker,

Other witnesses having proved the purchase of some lime, and also of ashovel, the nquest
was again adjourned; and after a lengthened invant‘ﬁﬁan, on the 26th of the
wmmud a verdict, * That the deceased was Patrick O’Connor, and that he had besn

¥ murdered by Frederick George Manning and Maria his wife.”

PURSUIT AND CAPTURE OF THE MURDERERS.

It having been saspected that the Mannings were endeavouring to leave England in the
Victoria, a vessel bound for New York, application was made to the authorities of the
dockyard at Portsmouth, and Admiral Capel forthwith ordered the Fire Queen, Government
steamer, to get up her steam and proceed in chase of the Fictorie. The vessel left
at hﬂf-guat eight ma., and continued stern chase, hailing every light they saw. At
length they observed a large ship, and after chasing her for about five miles the Fire Queen
came alongside, but only to the disappoiutment of the officers, for the vessel turned out to be
a Prussian man-of-war. The Fire Queen then, at two o'clock on Tuesday morning, hailed a
ship about ten miles this side of St. Catherine's, andl she turned out to be the Fi ;
they made asignal for her to stop, as they wanted to board her. The Fictoria hove to, an
Captain Huntley, of the Fire Queen, Langley, Thornton, and a local officer nlmed'l.m
went on board. They had a private interview with the captain, and he informed the '.
that thers were two persons on board named Manning, but he did not know who they were.
After abont one hour and a half search they found the berth, in which were two fernales
sleeping, and were at once convinced that they were not the persons they were in search
of. There were upwards of 270 emigrants on board. The Fire Queen returned to

APPREHENSION OF MARIA MANNING.

-Maria Manning wasarrested in Edinburgh, with a large amount of property belonging to the
deceased, ("Connor, in her possession. On leaving Minver-place, she took in the cab with her
three large boxes and a carpet bag. She first directed the cabman to drive to the I..nn.deﬁ
Bridge station of the South-Eastern Railway ; having arrived there, she desired him to ;
a porter belonging to therailway, whom she requested to obtain some tacks in order to fasten
some direetion-cards ( which in the course of the jowmney she had purchased, and on which
she had written the assumed name of “Mra. Smith") upon her boxes. This was done as
directed, and twoof the boxes, by the woman's desire, were conveyed into the luggage-office,,
with directions that they were to be taken care of until called for. The woman then re-
entered the cab and was driven to the Londow and North-Western: Railway station, were
she alighted. _

“These circumstances having been communicated to Mr. Haynes, the superintendent of the
detective police, that officer, at an early hour on Monday morning, the 20th of August, pro-
ceeded to the terminus of the South- ern Railway, where: he fortunately found the boxes
exactly as described, no inq%ir:,r having been made for them since they were deposited, on the
Monday week previously. The suspicions: entertained by Mr. Haynes now ripened into car-
tainties, and he at once sought an interview with the secretary to the company, to whom hie
explained the whole matter, and urged the necessity of examining the contents of the
boxes. Mr. Herbert conferred with two or three of the directors “.l-m happened to be at the'
station, and the Commissioners of Police having backed Mr. Haynes's application by a ra@lwt.l
to the same effect, the boxes were conveyed to the secretary’s office, and there forced open. The
first glance at each disclosed & quantity of femule wearing-apparel, which, upon examination,
proved to be marked with the name of “Maria Roux,” the maiden name of Mrs, Manning,
















































































































































































































