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PREFATORY ADVERTISEMENT.

T O his laborious undertaking, now completed, the Pub-

lifher begs leave to prefix fome explanations and ac-
knowledgements, which concern himfelf and his fubfcri-
bers, as well as the perfons to whom he has been obliged

for affiftance.

His original idea was merely to give an account of the
town of Mottram in Longdendale, and the fingular coun-
try around it, with which he has much perfonal acquain-
tance, and where he enjoys a circle of valuable friends.
At the urgent folicitation of fome Lancafhire gentlemen,
he was induced to enlarge his plan, and to make Man-
chefter the centre of a defcriptive work, the circumference
of which gradually extended itfelf further and further. .
With, perhaps, too little refle&ion, he fuffered himfelf to
be engaged in a defign of a magnitude and importance
that involved him in toil and expence, the idea of which,
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", et TREFATORY ADVERTISEMENT.

had he forefeen their extent, would probably have deter-
red him from the profecution of it. And notwithftand-
ing he was fo fortunate as to obtain the co-operation of a
gentleman of acknowledged abilities for fuch a work, and
with whofe exertions he doubts not that the public will be
as well fatisfied as he himfelf is, vet the difficulties and
difappointments he has met with in the progrefs of the
bufinefs, particularly in colle&ing the neceflary materials,
have frequently brought him to the verge of repenting
his temerity. But the tafk is now finithed ; and he flat-
ters himfelf he fhall not be miftaken in the expeétations

he forms of its being thought worthy of the public fup-
P‘Grt-

As he has received no fubfcriptions in advance, and as
original fubfcribers have been left perfeély at liberty to
withdraw their names if they fhould think proper, he con-
ceives no blame can attach to him for having raifed the
price, in proportion as the value of the work itfelf rofe in
fair eftimation, from the additional decorations and advan-
tages beftowed upon it. He is confident that its cheap-
nefs at the prefent price will be apparent to all who are
capable of forming a juft comparifon between it and other

works



PREFATORY ADVERTISEMENT. v

works of a fimilar kind, and of eftimating the coft of the

paper, print, and plates.

In deference to the opinion of fome of his beft friends,
though confiderably againft his own inclination, he was
induced to throw out a propofal for gentlemen refiding
within the limits of the plan to contribute plates reprefent-
ing views of their own houfes, or fuch other obje&s as
they might fix upon—a circumftance by no means unu-
fual in topographical works. Left it fhould be thought
that the Publifher lies under obligations which he has not
incurred, or that the numerous views he has given were
intended to be gratuitoufly prefented to the public, it is
incumbent upon him to fay, that all the acknowledge-
ments he has to make on this head are for zwo plates alone,
a part of the expence of which has been handfomely re-

paid him, one by a peer, the other by a commoner.

An account of the principal ancient families within the
diftri& defcribed, was an original part of the defign ; but
it was foon found that the compafs of the work would not
admit fuch notices, however abbreviated, without exclu-
ding circumftances more univerfally interefting, relative.

to
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to the prefent flate of fo very commercial a tra® ; whence

that part of the plan was neceflarily relinquifhed.

After the work was fully planned, a great number of
papers were circulated, containing heads of inquiry, which
it was hoped gentlemen in their feveral towns and parifhes
would take the pains to an{fwer. But though many ex-
pe&ations of this kind were given, in few inftances com-
paratively were they fulfilled ; which the Publifher can
only attribute to the more important engagements which
the arduous circumiftances of the times occafioned.
He “has, however, his warm thanks to return to many
for their wvaluable communications; and fhould have

to more, by name, had they not chofen to remain con-~

cealed.

Among thofe to whom he may venture publicly to.

mention his obligations, are

Fofeph Pickford, Efy. of Royton-hall, who has not only
contributed much information from his own knowledge,
but with great liberality permitted him to make ufe of the
manufcript colle&ions of the late Thomas Percival, Efq.

and
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and prefented him with the plans of Bu&on Calftle, Caftle
Shaw, Caftle Croft, and Caftle Steads.

Thomas Pennant, Efg. of Dawning, fo well known by
his valuable writings, who befides allowing the moit copious
tranfcriptions from his printed works, favoured the Pub-
lither with a manufcript tour acrofs the county of Lancaf-
ter, from which much ufeful matter has been derived,

particularly relative to the hundreds of Leyland and
Blackburn.

My. Fofeph Booth of Manchefter, for his readinefs in
anfwering various queries, and his many kind offices in
promoting the fuccefs of the work.

Dr. Percival of the fame place, for the communication
of various papers, as well as for many judicious hints and

remarks towards the execution of the defign,

It is proper alfo to acknowledge, that a great part of
the hiftory of the trade and manufadtures of Manchefter
has been taken from the printed account of the fame by
My. Fames Opden, improved by his written communica-
tions ; and that this intelligent perfon has been employed

2 by



viii PREFATORY ADVERTISEMENT.

by the Publifher in the colle&ion of materials refpe&ing
{feveral of the manufa&uring towns in the north-eaftern
part of Lancafhire.

Tbomas Butterworth Bayley, Efy. of Hope; Fobn Legh,
Lfg. of Bedford-fquare, London ; ebn Entwifiley Efg. of
Foxholes ; Nicholas Afbton, Efg. of Woolton-hall; Thomas
Walker, Ef7. of Manchelter; Mr. Archdeacon Travis ; the
Rev. Mr. Lyon, of Preftwich; have afforded various afhif-
tance and encouragement to the work.

The account of Leeds has been principally drawn up
from the eommunications of the Rev. Mr. Wood 3 and that
of Sheflield from thofe of the Rev. Mr. Naylor.

Some other acknowledgements by name are made un-
der the articles to which they belong. Among the favours
which muft remain anonymous, the Publifher cannot but
diftinguifh thofe of the writers concerning the tenures and
charters of Liverpool, and the improvements of Chat and
Trafford Moffes, and the Staffordfhire Potteries, as pecu-

tarly entitled to his grateful remembrance. -
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On the whole, the Publifher is fatisfied that he may
offer this work, whatever be its defefs and inequalities,
as containing a fund of new and authentic information,
drawn either from perfonal obfervation or from the beft
and moft refpe&able fources, relative to fome of the moit
interefting objeés this kingdmﬁ affords ; and thus, with
thanks to his friends and fubfcribers, he difmifles it with
honeft hopes of the public approbation and encourage-
ment.

JOHN STOCKDALE.
Fune 4, 1795,

Explanation of the Frentifpiece and Figacite.

THE group of females in the frontifpiece reprefents Aericuliare, Induffry, Plenty and Commorce,
allegorical perfonages peculiarly connefted with the diftriét which forms the fubje@t of the
work, The Ship in the back-ground alludes to the port of Liverpool. The Cupids {porting
above, exprefs the joy and fatisfaftion refulting from fuch an affociation.

The Vignette in the title page, exhibiting an arch thrown acrofs an arm of the fea, under which &
fleet of merchant fhips is paffing in full fail, while a veflel nearly as large fails over the aquedu&
sbove, is a kind of vifionary anticipation of the future wonders of canal-navigation, probably not

* agreater advance from its prefent ftate, than the aqueduct at Barton-bridge was, from that in
avhich it was found by Brindley.

b LIST
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* The value and utility of this map, as weil for the direftion of the reader, as for gentlemen tra-

velling that country, is felf-evident.

+ The approbation which the plan of Manchefter and Salford by Mr. Laurent has met with, in-
duced the publifher to purchafe the plates, for the benefit of thofe of his fubfcribers who are not ajrcad}r
in poffeflion of that performance. It was very extraordinary that a foreigner, without knowledge
of the language, or previous acquaintance with the country, fhould be able, dy Lir eye alone,
without the affiftance of any inftrument (as was verified by the public teftimony of the furveyors
and architects of Manchefter) during the moft rigorous feafon of the vear, to furvey, in lefs than

two months, two towns of fome miles in circumference, with all their intricate communications.
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R RO D-UC T 1 O'N.

THE circle of country which it is the objeét of the

prefent work to defcribe, forms a confiderable part
of the north-weftern quarter of England. Juft approach-
ing the Irifh fea to the weft, it firetches on the eaft
acrofs the ridge of hills which perpendicularly divides the
north of England into two portions, and projeéts fome
way into the plain beyond; and extending northwards
to the edge of thofe hilly and barren parts which com-
pofe a great thare of the northern extremity of the king-
dom, it encroaches fouthwards on the limits of the mid-

land counties.

On taking our central ftation at Manchefter, a grand
{cenery of ftrongly contrafted ranges of land prefents it-
felf. Weftward, a long level plain, broken by a few

B {cattered
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fcattered eminences, partitioned, for the moft part, inter
green and woody inclofures, yet fprinkled with large
patches of bare and brown morafs, affords to the eye an-
interminable profpe&, expanding: from fide to fide, and
embracing almoft the whole county of Chefter, and: the-
broadeft and beft cultivated portion of that of Lancafter..
Northward, the view 1s foon bounded by a mountainous-
ridge of moderate elevation, beyond which lies another tra&
of vale, which is at length loft amidft hills and moors.
Southward, a rich and varied country extends for many
miles, bounded in the diftant horizon by lofty hills in
Staffordfhire and Chefhire. The country to the eaft is
compofgd of a vaft tra& of that chain of mountains which,
defcending from Scotland, runs like a back-bone through
all the north of England, till it terminates.in the Peak of
Derbyfhire and the moorlands of Stafford(hire, both'with-
in the limits of our circle. This rugged region, firetch-
ing many miles from eaft to weft, includes a confufed
aflemblage of high barren moors, lofty eminences, and
interjacent vales, each watered and fertilized by its wind--
ing ftream. Its eaftern edge declines fuddenly in the
beautiful and highly-cultured plain of Yorkihire and Der-
bythire. :

1 | Such
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‘Such is the general face and fituation of the extenfive
tra& over which we are about to travel ;—confiderably
mterefting merely as a portion of the furface of our ifland,
and as poflefling a great variety of natural and artificial
produéts of the earth. But it is principally as a manu-
facturing diftri& that it merits the diftin@ion of being
made the fubje& of -a particular furvey; and in this re-
fpe& it may confidently challenge any other tra& of equal
extent within the limits of Great Britain (the vicinity of
the metropolis, perhaps, excepted) to exhibit the fame

number of objeéts of national importance.

The centre we have chofen 1s that of the corvon manu-
fallure; a branch of commerce, the rapid and prodigious
increafe of which is, perhaps, abfolutely unparalleled in
the annals of trading nations. Manchefter is, as it were,
the heart of this vaft fyftem, the circulating branches of
which fpread all around it, though to different diftances.
To the north-weftern and weftern points it is moft widely
diffufed, having in thofe parts eftablithed wvarious head-
quarters, which are each the centres to their leffer circles.
Bolton, Blackburn, Wigan, and feveral other Lancafhire
towns, are ftations of this kind; and the whole inter-

B »~ 1-'&11ing
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vening country takes it charafter from its relation to them.
Stockport to the fouth, and Afhton to the eaft, of Man-
chefter, are fimilar appendages to this trade ; and its in-
fluence 1s fpread, more or lefs, over the greateft part of
Lancafhire, and the north-caftern portion of Chefhire.
Under the general head of the cotton manufa&ure may
be comprized a variety of fabrics not ftriétly belonging to

it, but accompanying it, and in like manner centering in

Manchefter and its viuinit}*.

To the north-eaft and eaft the cotton trade is foon en-
trenched upon by the woollen manufalture, an obje&,
likewife, of vaft importance, which extends through great
pait of the Weft Riding of Yorkfhire, and fills its moft
bleak and fterile tra&s with population and opulence.
This has not any one common centre, but the towns of
Leeds, Halifax, Bradford, Wakefield, Huddersfield, Sad-
dleworth, and Rochdale, are each centres of particular
branches and varieties of the woollen manufaéure. This
trade, though of older ftanding and {lower advance than
the cotton trade, and likewife rivalled in other parts of
the kingdom, has, neverthelefs, experienced a very rapid
increafe in late years. It would feem as if a hilly coun-

4 | try
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try was peculiarly adapted to it, fince it almoft ceafes
where Yorkfhire defcends into the plain.

Southward of the limits of the clothing trade, our cir-
cle comprehends the town of Sheffield, fo famous for its
cutlery and bardware. Pafling into Derbyfhire it includes
all the mining and mineral country of the Peak, and ex-
tends to the commercial town of Chefterfield. Stafford-
fhire, befides other branches of manufaéure, affords a
moft curious and valuable one, the poszery, which may be
faid, as a national obje&, to be the creation of a few
years paft, produced by a fortunate combination of chy-
mical {kill with tafte in the fine arts. This county allo
participates with Chethire in the fpinning and winding of
Jfilk, which is carried on to a moderate extent in feveral
places. Chefhire poffefies another article of great impor-
tance to the national revenues,—the /a/;, which is ob-

tained in inexhauftible abundance from its rock-pits and

fprings.

Though the cotton-trade peculiarly characterifes Lan-
cathire as a commercial county, yet it has other confi-
derable branches of manufadture ; as that of fai/-c/oth and

coarfe
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coarfe linens, of nails, of watch tools and movements, of
caft-plate and common glafs. Its great port of Liverpool, -
the fecond for extent of bufinefs in the kingdom, and that
which has received the moft rapid increafe, is alfo within

our limits ; as 1s, likewife, the ancient port of Chefter.

This general furvey of our ground, will, it is prefumed,
amply juftify the choice of ‘Manchefter as a grand centre
from whence to take a tour, moft peculiarly interefting
to thofe who wifh for information refpeéting the commerce
and manufactures of this ifland. It now remains to give
fome account of the method propofed to be followed in

arranging the materials of the enfuing work.

We begin with breaking this large {pace into its geo-
graphical divifions. As the greater part of Lancafbire,
and a fill larger proportion of Chefbire, are comprehended
within our bounds, it has been thought proper to give an
entire general defeription of thefe two counties. Their
limits, divifions, face of country, foil, climate, courfe of
rivers, agriculture, and produétions, are treated of in a
fummary way, and every circumftance of importance by
which they are chara&erifed is noted. Though a much

{maller
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fimaller portion of. Derbyfbire belongs to our plan, yet, as
the whole county is not very extenfive, and as the two
hundreds with which we are concerned are by much the
moft remarkable for their appearance and produéts, we
have alfo extended our general defcription through the
whole of it. Yorfbire being geographically divided into
Three Ridings, of which a part of the Weft alone comes
within our circle, we have given a general account of that
Riding alone.. Of Sraffordfbire the northern extremity
only is defcribed in this general manner. Thefe feveral
territorial defcriptions are terminated by a particular ac-
count of. the whole fyftem of canal and river navigation
which extends through and mutually conneés thefe dif-
tri&ts, and which cannot be properly underitood without
tracing the feveral trunks and communicating branches

from county to county, difregarding all artificial bounda-
ries..

The main body of the work then fucceeds, confifting
of the defcription of particular places. Beginning with
our centre, we proceed through all the principal towns
and villages in the fame order in which the counties have

been treated of. Details are given,- as accurate as our

mate-
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materials could fupply, (in the colle&ion of which neither
pains nor expenfe have been fpared) of population, govern-
ment, inftitutions public and private, trade, manufac-
tures, and all that is important in the prefent flate of a
place, not, however, entirely difregarding narrations of
paft times, when they appeared interefting. The very
different degree in which our inquiries have produced
the defired information at different places, has prevented
fuch a proportional adjuftment of fpace to the accounts
oiven of them, as their refpetive importance would feem
always to require ; but we truft it will be found, that
few matters of real utility have been pafled over without
fome adequate degree of notice. It i1s hoped that the
number of maps and plans for illuftration, which, befides
the numerous views for ornament, have been allotted to
this work, will materially aid the information it 1s intend-

ed to convey,

DESCRIP-
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DESCRIPTION

OF THE

COUNTRY ROUND MANCHESTER..

I. LANCASHIRE in general.

-

ANCASHIR.E is bounded on its whole fouthern fide by Chcﬂﬂm?

the river Merfey marking the divifion from the fea as far as Stock-
port, and the Tame, for the remainder. Its whole eaftern fide joins
to Yorkthire, by a very irregular boundary line, not' naturally marked,
but for the moft part following a mountainous chain. To the north it
is bounded by Weftmoreland ; and to the weft, by the Irifh fea, and by
a fmall part of Cumberland, which touches its north-weftern extremity.

It is an extenfive trat of country, of very unequal dimenfions in its
different parts. The fouthern part, as far the middle, and fomewhat
beyond, forms a quadrangular portion, keeping a pretty uniform breadth
from the confines of Yﬁrkﬂlirc to the fea. The county then narrows
fuddenly, by the encroachment of Yorkfhire, {fo that the remaining
portion, as far as the limits of Weftmoreland, has an inconfiderable
breadth. A third portion is quite detached from the reft by an arm of
the fea, and is a roundith tradt, lying to the north-weft of the whole

C main
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.main part of the county. A line drawn from the northern extremity of
this detached part, to the Merfey, would meafure full 70 miles ; but
the length of the county, exclufi ve of this part, is about g4.. The me-
dium breadth of its fouthern portion is 40 miles. Mr. Yates, the au-
thor of the Lancathire map by furvey, gives the county the following
dimenfions : greateft length 74 miles, breadth 44}, circumference
(crofling the Ribble at its mouth) 342 miles; finface 1765 {quare

miles, or 1,129,600 ftatute acres,

Face of the country.—The fouthern part of Lancathire is a tract of
mearly level land extending from the high country of Yorkfhire to the
fea. Through the eaftern part of this tract various rivers and ftreams
take their winding courfe, finally terminating in the Merfey. A num-
ber of mofles, or peat-bogs, are found in various parts, fome of great
extent. 'Thefe become more numerous on approaching the fea-coaft,
which throughout this county is univerfally low and flat. On advan-
cing a little northerly, a ridge of hills, connected with the great York-
fhire chain, makesa deep inroad, extending from eaft to weft as far as
the centre of the county, and appearing in detached eminences pretty
far to the weft. Behind this firft ridge is an interval of level country ;
~ and then commences another hilly trat, running along the borders of
Yorkfhire, and pufhing more or lefs into Lancathire, but every where
leaving a fpace of flat land between it and the fea. This fpace is,
however, more and more narrowed on proceeding northwards, till at
the Weftmoreland border it is reduced toa very fmall breadth. On the
whole, if a line were drawn from Lancafter to Prefton, and thence
through Manchefter, to Afhton-under-line, it would leave the hil]j-
country to the caft, and the level to the weft,

Ax
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As to the detached part or diftrict of Furnefs, itis throughout an
frregular and romantic mixture of hills, narrow vales, lakes, and
ftreams, the mountains being moft wild and lofty on the Cumberland
border. But its fouthern extremity, which projeéts into he fea, con-
tains a confiderable tract of level land, fronted by the fingular bow-like
ifle of Walney, which is of the fame nature.

RIVERS.
‘The Merfey will be traced among the rivers of Chefhire.

The Irwell.—This may be confidered as the principal river of -the
fouth-eaftern part of the county, as it unites all the reft, and is the only
one navigable. 'The Irwell may be traced up to the moors near the
Yorkfhire border about the parallel of Haflingden. From an union of
ftreams in that quarter, a rivulet is formed, which runs through the
manor of Tottington to Bury, a little bclow which, receiving the
Roch, it turns weftward ; but foon, mecting with a ftream coming
from Bolton,. it is bent in an acute angle fouth-caftwards, and takes its
courfe to Manchefter, Here, after receiving the Irk and the Medlock,
its direction is again changed wefterly, and proceeding through Barton,
‘where it is croffed by the Duke of Bridgewater’s canal, it mixes at
length with the Merfey below FElixton. Itis made navigable from
Manchefter to its junction:with the Merfey, and thence to the fea,

The Roch, rifing out of the bordering ridge of hills called Black-
ftone-edge, and uniting feveral ftreams from both fides as it flows,.
pafles Rochdale, and joins the Irwell near Radcliff,

Gz The
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The ftreams which compofe the 7% come principally from Royton
and Oldham, It takes a fhort courfe to empty itfelf into the Irwell
at Manchefter,

The Medlack coming out of Yorkthire has alfo a branch from Old-
ham, and terminates in the fame manner as the former.

The Douglas, taking its rife from the neighbourhood of Rivington
Pike, runs fift fouthwards to Wigan, where, receiving other ftreams
from the fouth, it is forced to a north-wefterly direction ; and after
being augmented by the Eller-brook from Ormikirk, and the united
Yarrow and Loftock rivulets from Chorley and Cuerden, it empties
itfelf into the broad ecftuary of the Ribble at Much-hool. It is made
navigable from Wigan.

The Darwent, {pringing from among the hills about Over Darwent
and Rofendale, runs a little to the fouth of Blackburn, receiving a
ftream from that town, and then winds away to the weft, and mixes

with the Ribble at Walton-le-dale.

The Ribble, the principal river of the middle of Lancafhire, and
which makes the feparation between its broader and narrower portion,
rifes in the Weft Riding of Yorkfhire, and flowing fouthwards between
the noted mountains Ingleborough and Penigent, paffes Settle and Bol-
ton, and reaches the confines of Lancafhire above Clitheroe, becoming
for a fhort {pace the boundary line. Then, receiving from the north-
weft the Hodder, (a Yorkfhire ftream, which alfo ferves fome way for
a boundary) and the Calder, from the eaft, it holds on a wefterly courfe,
winding through a rich vale, by Ribchefler, to Walton near Prefton,

where



OF LANCASHIRE. 13

where it is joined by the Darwent. Immediately below Penwortham
it widens into a fhallow and broad eftuary, which makes a great gap
.in the fea-coaft line of the county, but is unfit for the navigation of
veflels of any burthen. The Ribble, at fome periods a very inconfi-
derable ftream, in time of floods brings down vaft quantities of water,
and with great impetuofity.

The Calder rifes from the moors on the barders near Colne, and

running wefterly, joins the Ribble near Whalley.

The Hyer unites the ftreams of the country between the Ribble and
Lune. It takes its rife from the wild country of Wyerfdale, on the
Yorkfhire border, and running fouth-weft to Garftang, receives many
ftreams from the eaft and fouth, which turn it due weft ; when pafling
near Poulton, it bends northerly, expanding into a fort of bafon called
‘Wyer-water, and again contracting, enters the fea by a narrow chan-
nel, which has depth of water enough to afford entrance and fafe har-

‘bour to thips of burthen,

"The Loyne or Lune, {pringing fromthe fells of Weftmoreland, holds
a direct fouthern courfe to Kirkby-Lonfdale, below which town it ar-
:ri\re;s at the Lancathire border, and running fouth-weflerly, receivesthe
‘Greta and the Wenning out of Yorkfhire, and flowing through a
«delightfully romantic dale, reaches Lancafter. Hence it becomes na-
wvigable for thips, though veffels of confiderable burthen cannot with-
-out difficulty come nearer the town than two miles. It expands below
Lancafter into a bafon, and enters the fea at Sunderland Point,

The



8 GENERAL ACCOUNT

‘The diftrit of Furnefs is too fmall to afford rivers of any confe-
quence. The Winfler, which makes its feparation from Weftmoreland
on the eaft, empties into.the mouth of the Kenn The waters of the
lake of Winder-meer are difcharged by the Leven, which, meeting
with thofe from Conifton-meer, difcharged by the Crake, forms with
it Leven-water, a fmall eftuary fordable at low water. 'The Duddon,
which {eparates Furnefs from Cumberland, widens, below Broughton,

into a fimilar eftuary, called’ Duddeon-water:

LAKES

IWinander-meer, or iWindér-meer, in'Furnefs, is the moft extenfive piece
of water in England, being about ten miles in ]ength, thuugh no whene
one in breadth; its direction running north and fouth. Its general
depth in the middle is go feet, but oppofite to Ecclefrig crag it 1s 222
feet, the bottom fmooth horizontal flate rocks. Before ftorms it has a
current in the oppofite direction from whence the wind comes. The
divifion of the counties of Weftmoreland and Lancafter paffes through
the northern part of this lake, but the fouthern is all in- Lancathire.
Its ilands or holms, however, all belong to Weftmoreland. Winder-
meer is a capital object to thofe who make the tour of the northern.

lakes, and affords many ftriking points of profpeét.

Conifion-water is about- half the fize of the former. It is fituated
in Furnefs, parallel to Winder-meer, and a few miles diftant from it,
Between the two lies another fmall-meer, called Eaffhwaite-water.

SOTIL.

‘The foil of the county is very various, though the changes are not

{o rapid as in fome other parts. The greateft portion of the diftrict be-
2 tween
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tween the Ribble and Merfey has at the furface a fandy loam, well
fitted for the production of moft cultivated vegetables, The fubftra-
tum is generally red rtock or clay marl. There is alfo a black fandy
Joam, fomewhat different from the above, the fubftratum of which
is white fand, under which is clay, and then marl. There are like-
wife tracts of white fand lands, and a few pebbly gravel lands. Some
{tiff land is met with, but no obdurate clay. The vales are generally
fertile ; but the foil becomes more barren on approaching the hills,
-which are moftly compofed of moor-land in a ftate of nature, over-
qun with heath and wild plants,

Moaffes.—Lancafhire abounds in thofe bogs or moraffes which bear
the provincial name.of moffes. Some of .thefe are large tracts of land,
-and by their brown and fterile appearance greatly deform the face of
the country. They confift of a fpungy foil, compofed evidently of the
roots of decayed vegetables intermixed with a rotten mould of the fame
origin. This matter is of a light colour and texture near the furface,
but becomes darker and heavier on defcending, and is converted into
the fubftance called turf or peat, which is ufed as a fuel, and fome-
times contains {o much bituminous matter as to flame at a candle.
This kind of {oil is feveral feet in depth, and contains in many parts large
trees buried, and preferved from putrefaction by exclufion of the air,
They are of different colours and very inflammable, but often fo found
as to be capable of being worked into furniture. On penetrating quite
through the mofs-earth, fand or clay, the common foil of the country, is
met with. Hence there can be little reafon to doubt that thefe tracts were
once foreft-land, which being neglected, and fuffered to be inundated,
at length became bogs. The trees that grew on them were overthrown,
and then covered by the rank vegetation. As plants died, others fuc-

ceeded,
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ceeded, and. thus an artificial foil was produced, which continually-
increafed. Some of thefe moffes now nife {everal feet above the level
of the furrounding country. They are covered with a variety of plants
proper to them ; as all the tribes of heath, bilberry, cranberry, crow-
berry, Andromeda polifolia, Lancafhire afphodel, fun-dew, cotton
grafs, and the fragrant Myrica Gale, or bog-myrtle. In dry weather,
the upper cruft of turf will bear the foot, but for a large {pace round
the ground fhakes with the tread, and horfes or cattle cannot venture
upon it. In wet {eafons ﬂ;lf.‘ mofles are impaffable, and fo {fwollen in
their fubftance as fometimes to conceal objeéts from the oppofite fides
which are vifible in dry feafons. Some of them are partially drained
by deep ditches, which difcharge a water deeply tinctured with brown,
and unfit for ufe. Were it not for fuch drains, they would probably
fometimes {well to burfting, as Solway-mofs in Cumberland fome years.
ago did, and as Chat-mofs, one of the largeft in Lancathire, is record-
¢d to have done in the age preceding Camden, when it difgorged into
the Merfey, and by its black contents killed the fith for a large fpace..
Good land is continually gained from the edges of the mofles, after the
peat is cut away for fuel. By marling, the remaining boggy earth is
made folid, and the land proves extremely fertile. It is fcarcely to be
doubted that the whole of them may in time be reclaimed by means
of effeGtual draining; though at prefent the great depth of the l-.::-nfe
bog in their central parts offers a formidable obftacle.

The quantity of wafte lands in Lancathire is great. Mr. Yates cal-
culated that the mofs-lands amount to 26,500 acres, the moors,
marfhes, and commons, to 482,000 ; making together 508,500 acres.
Much of this is incapable of tillage, but might be improved by draining,
planting, and various other modes.

1 MANURES.



OF LANCASHIRE. 1y
MANURES.

The chief manure of the county is marl, which is found in moft
parts of it, and of various qualities, adapted to different foils. 'T'o
the ftiff clay lands, the blue or reddifh flate marl, full of calcareous
earth, is moft effectual ; but to the light fand lands, the ftrong clayey
marl is beft fuited. By its means, fome of the barren fandy heaths
have been rendered productive, but at a confiderable expence, fince
it is neceflary to lay on fo much as to give a new flaple to the foil.
Near the fea, fea-flutch is ufed for a manure, and in fome places a fand
full of fea-fhells is found, which anf{wers inftead of marl. Lime is
occafionally ufed ; and the neighbourhood of towns is fupplied with va-
rious articles of manure from the refufe of manufactures.

CLIMATE.

It is commonly obferved that the whole weftern fide of the kingdom
is more fubject to rain than the caftern, the evident caufe of which is,
that it firft receives the clouds from the Atlantic ocean, by which this
ifland is principally watered. The fituation of Lancathire in a peculiar
manner expofes it to the operation of this general caufe, as the hills
which form its line of feparation from Yorkfhire arreft the clouds in
their progrefs, and caufe them to depofite their contents : hence, the
quantity of rain that falls is augmented in proportion to the nearnefs
of the hills. Thus at Townley it was found by obfervation, that 42
inches of rain fell annually at a medium, whereas at Manchefter only
33 fell. This wetnefs of the climate is unfortunate to the growth of
corn and the ripening of fruit, but it is ferviceable to pafturage, and
produces an almoft perpetual verdure in the fields. The frofls, too,

are lefs {evere and lafting than on the eaftern fide of the hills, and cat-

D tle
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tle in common years can be kept abroad all the winter.. On the whole;.
the climate, though unpleafant, is not unfalubrious, or unfavourable to
the wants of man, efpecially fince the culture of potatoes has fecured
a quantity of food not much liable to injury from the weather. The
healthinefs of the county is thewn in the appc;irancc of the inhabitants,
who are, in general, a tall, florid, and comely race. Serofulous affec-
tions, indeed, are common among thofe who inhabit the wetteft parts,.
and live poorly ; and confumptions arifing from this caufe are very
frequent.

FRODUCTIONGS

The grain principally cultivated is oats, which, when ground to:
meal, is the principal food of the labouring clafs, efpecially in the
northern and eaftern parts of the county, A good deal of barley, and:
fome wheat, is grown in Low Furnefs, the Filde, and in the fouth-
weftern parts of the county ; but, on the whole, it is fuppofed that
Lancathire does not raife more than one quarter of the grain it con-
fumes. The lands near the great towns are chiefly employed in pafturage ;.
and at a greater diftance, a large portion of the ground is in pafturage and:
meadow. A great number of cows are kept near the towns for the pur-
pofe of fupplying them with milk and butter. Confiderable quantities.
of cheefe are alfo made in fome parts,. of which the moft in repute is.
that from the neighbourhood of Leigh and Newborough, which is.
mild and rich, and particularly valued for toafting. Buttermilk is a.
great article of food among the poor in this county, cither mixed with,

oatmeal or potatoes, or drank at meals with water.

That ineftimable root, the potatoe, was long an article of common:
diet in Lancailiire and Chethire, before it was known. otherwife than

s
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as a garden vegetable in moft other parts of the kingdom; and thefe
«counties are ftill peculiarly celebrated for the fineft and moft produétive
kinds. The beft in this county are fuppofed to grow in the light fandy
doil of fome of the fea-coaft parifhes, elpecially the Meales near Orm-
fkirk. It is imagined that they were originally introduced into thefe parts
- from Ireland, where Sir Walter Raleigh, who brought them from
America, had cultivated them; but at prefent large quantities are fent
from the Lancafhire ports to Dublin,

With refpe to woods, it is with difficulty that trees of any kind
«can be reared near the fea on account of the violence of the weftern
winds. In Furnefs many acres of coppice wood are cut down in rota-
tion every 15 years, and burned irito charcoal for the ufe of the fmelt-
- ang furnaces. Towards the centre of the county are fome thriving
woods with good timber; a confiderable quantity is alfo grownin
hedge rows; but on the whole, the growth of timber trees is on the
decline; except in plantations about gentlemens’ feats. Of late years,
the alder has become an article of confequence, both on account of the
peculiar fitnefs of its food for making {mooth poles for hanging cotton
syarn to dry, as for its bark which is ufed for dying, and fells at nearly
1d. per pound. Alders are planted on the loofe grounds on the fide
-of the Duke of Bridgewater’s canal by way of fecuring the banks,
and have proved in other refpeéts a valuable plantation. Oficrs are
found to be a very valuable production on accouht of the demand for

ghem in making hampers, &c.

Lancafhire is poffefled of a peculiar breed of horned cattle, which
forms a vartety of the Lincolnfhire, being of fmaller fize, with wide
dpreading horns and ftraight backs. Their bair is finely curled, and

D 2 the
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the elegance and regularity of their fhape render this the moft beauti--
ful race of cattle this kingdﬂm produces, The tract adjacent-to Gars.
ftang is the principal feat of this breed.

But few fheep are kept in. the fouthern part of the county, except:
thofe purchafed by butchers, or fed by gentlemen on their grounds.
In the northern parts, fheep are bred and kept upon the moors and
meuntains. ‘There is alfo a breed called the Warton or Silver-dale
theep, which is much efteemed for the flavour of its fleth, finenefs of:

wool, and tendency to fatten.

A greater number of horfes has been bred of late years than formerly,
owing to the increafed demand ; but much attention has not been paid
to the breed. Strong horfes are moft in ufe for ordinary purpofes.
The ftock of {wine is generally purchafed from herds brought out of

the neighbouring counties, or from Wales and Ireland..

That beautiful fith, the Charr, (Umé/a) which is a native of the
lakes of the northern and mountainous parts of Europe, is found alfo.
in Winder-meer and Conifton-water. Mr. Pennant fays, that the
largeft and moft beautiful fpecimens of this fith which he ever faw
were taken in Winder-meer, and fent him under the names of cafe charr,
gelt charr, and red charr.  On the clofeft examination he could not dif-
cover any {pecific differences between thefe, and therefore confiders them
as a variety of the fame fpecies. There is, however, a- remarkable
difference in their time of fpawning. The cafe charr {pawns about.
Michaelmas, and chiefly in the river Brathy, which, uniting with ano-
ther called the Rowthay, falls into the northern end of the lake. The
Brathy has a black rocky bottom; that of the Rowthay is bright fand,.

and.
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and the charr are never obferved to enter it,. Some of them, however,
fpawn in the lake, but only in its ftony parts. They are fuppefed to
be in perfection about May, and continue fo all the fummer, yet are
rarely caught after April. The red charr {pawns from the beginning of
January to the end of March. They are never known to afcend the
rivers, but lie in thofe parts of the lake where the bottom is- {inooth
and fandy, and the water warmeft. They are taken in the greateft
plenty from the end of September to the end of November, and are
much more efteemed for eating than the former. The Conifton charr
are reckoned very fine, and are fithed later than thofe of Winder-meer,.
and continue longer in the {pring..

Salmon are found in all the Lancafhire rivers. Smelts, called here
fparlings, come in: great fhoals up the Merfey to {pawn in the fpring,
but not as long as there is any fnow water in the river. They are re-
markably large and fine there. 'The graining is a fith {uppofed peculiar
to the Merfey ; it much refembles a dace, but is more {lender, with a.
ftraighter back.

MINERALS.

The moft valuable mineral production of Lancafhire is coal, the
great plenty of which has been a confiderable encouragement to the fet-
tlement of manufactures in the county. They abound moft in the two
fouthern hundreds of Weft Derby and Salford, and the adjacent eaftern
one of Blackburn. 'The trals containing them run from the north-
eaft to the fouth-weft. None are met with north of the Ribble; and
all the fea-coaft parts northwards are fupplied by means of the river
Douglas, which carries the coals from the neighbourhood of Wigan to
the-mouth- of the Ribble. The kinds of coal are as various, as the

quantity
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is abundant, ‘The greater part are quick-burning, not caking or turn-
ing to cinders, but leaving a light white afh ; there are, however,
coals of a different quality, excellent for the fmith’s ufe. One of the
moft noted fpecies of coal is that termed cannel, or kennel, which
looks almoft like pure bitumen, is highly inflammable, {plits with a
fine polithed furface not {oiling the fingers, and is occafionally
wrought into figures and toys. It burns rapidly when ftirred, yielding
a bright flame, and crackling ; but if left to itklf, it folders together,
and keeps in a {fmothering fire for a long time. ‘The Lancafhire coals
are chiefly ufed in the county and the adjacent parts of Chefhire; but
fome are exported from Liverpool, and this quantity is increafed fince

the canal from that port to Wigan has afforded a more copious fupply.

There are quarries of ftone of diflerent kinds in various parts of the
county. Near Lancafter is an extenfive quarry of free-ftone which ad-
mits of a fine polith. The town is built of it. Flags and grey {lates
are dug at Holland near Wigan. The beft fcythe ftones are got at
Rainsford, and alfo fine pipe clay. Lime-ftone is found in abundance
in the northern and north-eaftern diftriéts ; but no calcareous earth, ex-
cept in marl, is met with towards the fouthern parts, a fmall quantity
of lime-ftone pebbles upon the banks of the Merfey excepted. There
are few other mineral producions, except in the detached diftrict of
Furnefs. ‘This is properly a mineral tract. Its lower parts yield quan-
tities of iron ftone, which is partly {melted upon the fpot, partly ex-
ported. In the hilly parts arc mines of copper and lead ; and there
are quarries of fine blue flate, which is a confiderable article of expor-
tation. At Anglezark, a little to the caft of Chorley, is a lead mine
at prefent worked, though to a fmall extent. It is the only mine in
England known to yield that curious mincral the Aecrated Barytes, of

3 which
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which a particular account is given in a paper by Mr, James Watt,
jun. printed in the 3d vol. of the Manchefler Tranfaitions.

PEOPERTY.

Since the introduction” of manufactures, property has become more
minutely divided. But there remain proprietors who hold very exten-
five p'oﬂ'eiﬁons ; and the remark of Camden, of the number of ancient
families which bear the names of the places where they refide, is ftill
applicable to this county. The yeomanry, formerly numerous and
Efpe&ablc,_ have greatly diminifhed of late, many of them having en-
tered into trade: but in their ftead, a number of fmall proprietors
have been introduced, whofe chief fubfiftence depends upon manufac-
tures, but who have purchafed land round their houfes, which they
cultivate by way of convenience and variety.

In moft townfhips there is one farm, flill diftinguifhed by the name
of the Old Hall, or manor-houfe (the former refidence of the great
proprietor of the diftrict), which is of larger extent than any of the
neighbouririg farms ; few of them, however, exceed 6oo flatute
acres ; and many donot reach 200. 'The more general fize of farms is

from so down to 20 acres, or even as much only as will keep a horfe

or cow..

But few open or common fields are now remaining, the inconveni-
encies attending them having caufed great exertions to effect a divifion
of property, fo that each individual might have his grounds contiguous,
and cultivate them after his own method. The enclofures are in gene-
ral very fmall, fo as to occafion much lofs of ground in hedges and
fences, and in fome meafure to obftruct the free action of the fun and

air.
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air, In the lands of large proprietors, however, this fault is amending.
There can be no doubt that in this county, inclofure has increafed popu-

Jation.

CIVIL awnp ECCLESIASTICAT DIVISIONS.

The people of Lancafhire were comprehended under the Roman de-
nomination of Brigantes, which included the inhabitants of all the
northern part of England. In like manner they comprized part of the
Saxon kingdom of Northumberland. The diftri¢t was named by the
Saxons Loakaflerfcyre. It had its particular lords under the Norman
government, and gave the title of earl to Edmund, younger fon of
Henry 1IL ; a fucceflor of whom was created duke by Edward 1IL.
On his death without iffue male, the fame king created John of Gaunt,
his fourth fon, (who had married the heirefs of the laft poffefior) duke
of Lancafter, and advanced the county to the dignity of a palatinate in
his favour. The patent for this purpofe grants to the duke his court of
chancery to be held within the county, his juftices for holding the pleas
of .the crown and all other pleas relating to common law, and finally,
¢ all other liberties and royalties relating to a county palatine, as freely
and fully as the earl of Chefter is known to enjoy them within the
county of Chefter.” John of Gaunt was fucceeded in his dukedom by
his fon Henry of Bolingbroke, who afterwards afcended the threne un-
der the title of Henry IV. ‘This king, by authority of parliament,
fecured to his heirs the pafleflion of ‘this inheritance, with all its rights
and liberties, in the fame manner as he received it before he came to
the crown. Henry V. annexed to this duchy the great eftates which
fcll to him in right of his mother, daughter and co-heirefs of Hum-
phrey Bohun, earl of Hereford. Since that time, the duchy of Lan-
«affer, comprehending, befides the county of Lancadter, great eftates
18



OF LANCASHIRE. - 23

in various parts of the kingdom, has fubfilted, as a feparate pofleflion
belonging to the kings of England, having its own chancellor, attor-
ney, receivers, and other officers, 'The law offices for the county pa-
latine are held at Prefton.

With refpect to common judicial adminiftration, Lancafhire is a part
of the northern circuit, and the aflizes for the county are held twice a

year at the county-town, Lancafter.

Lancathire fends 14 members to parliament, provides 800 men to
the national militia, and pays only five parts out of the 513 of the
land-tax of England.

The county is divided into fix hundreds, viz. thofe of Salford,
Weft Derby, Leyland, Blackburne, Amoundernefs, aand Lonfdale,
They are fubdivided into the following townfhips :

SaLrForDp Hundred *

Mzanchefter, Barton, Crompton,

Salford, Pendleton, Afhton,

Stretiord, Pendlebury, Hundersfield,
Withington, Urmfion, Cafileton,

Heaton Norris, Flixton, Spotland,

Chorlton Row, Preftwich, Butterworth,

Reddifh, Pilkington, Bolton with hamlets,
Cheetham, . Oldham, Turton with Long-
Worlley, Royton, worth,

Clifton, Chadderton, Edgzworthwith hamlets,

* Pays v'o% of the county rates ; raifes 293 militia men.
E Harwood,
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Harwood with hamlets, Hulton parva, Heaton, Herwich, and
Blackrod with Afpull, — middle, Halliwell,
Rivington, Loftock,and Weft Haughton, Radcliffe,

Anglezark, " Farnworth, Rumfworth, Bury with hamlets,
Hulton magna, and Kerfley, Tottington,

WesT Dersy Hundred.*®

Wigan, Parr, Woolfton and Poolton,
Ince and Pemberton, Sutton, Rixton and Glafsbrook,
Holland and Dalton, Widnes and Appleton, Leigh and Pennington,
Hindley and Abram, Bold, Atherton,
Billinge, Orrell, and Cuerdley and Crouton, Wefl Leigh,
Winfianley, Ditton and Penketh, Bedford,
Haigh, Sankey, Aftley,
Winwick and Hulme, = Walton and Fazakerley, Tildefley with Shacker-
Newton, Formby, ley,
Lowton and Kenyon, Derby, Childwall,
Haydock and Gol-  Liverpool, Hale and Halewood,
hourne, Kirkdale, Great Woolton,
Afhton in Mackerfield, Bootle and Linacre, Little Woolton,
Culcheth, Everton, Wavertree,
Southworth, Croft, Mid- Ormikirk, Speak,
dleton, and Arbury,  Burfchough, Garfion,
Prefcott, Latham, Allerton,
Whifion, Scarifbrick, Huyton and Robey,
Rainhill, Bickerfieth and Skelmerf- Knowf{ley,
Ecclefion, dale, Tarbock,
Rainford, Warrington, Halliall,
Windle, Burtonwood, Melling,

* Pays s of the county rates; raifes 202 militia men.
I Down



Down Holland,

Lydiate,

Maghull,

Sephton, Netherton,and
Lunt,

Leyland,

Euxton,

Hoghton, = Withnall,
Wheelton, and Hea-
Lo

Clayton, Cuerden, and
W hittle inthe W oods,

Crofton and Rufford,

Tarleton, Much Hoole,
and Little Hoole,

Mawdefley, Brifpham,

Blackburne,
Mearley,
Altham,
Downham,
Clitheroe,
Chatburne,
Worfton,
Church,

# Pays 125 of the county rates; raifes 44 militia men.
t Pays +'% of the county rates ; raifes 123 militia men,

Ince, Blundell, and Lit-
tle Croiby,
Thornton and Great Grof-

by,
Litherland, Ayntree, Or-

Leviranp Hundred *

Heiketh, and Becon-
fall,
Bretherton and Ulvef-
walton,
Standith with Langtree,
Copulland Worthington,
Heath Charnock,
Anderton,
Charnock Richard,
Skevington, and Walfh
Whittle,

and

BracksurNE Hundred

Cliviger,

Haflingden,
Ofbaldeciton,
Balderftone,

Cuerdale,

Simonfione,

Little Harwood,

Great & Little Pendleton,

E 2
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rett, and Ford, .
Aughton,
North Mealcs, Crotby,
and Birkdale,
Altcar.

Duxbury and Adling-
ton,

Penwortham and Hut-
ton,

Longton,

Farrington and Howick,

Ecclefion and Hefkin,

Wrightington and Par-
bold,

Bindle,

Chorley.

Hapton,
Burnley,
Padiham,
Samlefbury,
Livefay with Tockholes,
Ofwaldtwifle,
Aighton, Bailey,

Chaidgley,

and

Sailibury,
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Sailfbury,

Hunicoat,

Chipping,

Brerecliff with Extwifle,

Great Harwood,

Billington,

Clayton in le moors,

Nether Darwen,

Thornley with Wheat-
.ll.':_‘f_-,.

Rifhtﬁ:n,

Foulrigg,

Pleafington,

Mellor with Ecclefhill,

Marf{den,
Over Darwen,

Whilpfhire with Dink-

ley,
Clayton in le dale,

Witwall,
Colne,
Worfihorne,
Dutton,

Mitton, Henthorne and

Colecotes,
Read,

Ribchefter with Dil-

worth,

Witton,
Twifton,
‘Whalley,
Walton in le dale,
Bolland Foreft,
Pendle Foreft,
Ightenhill Park,
Heyhoufes,
Trawden,
Roflendale,

0Old Accrington,
New Accrington,

AMOUNDERNEss Hundred.*

Prefton,

Barton,

Broughton,

Lea,

Athton,

Fifthwick,

Grimfargh with Brock
holes,

Rabbleton,

Haighton,

Elfton,

Alfton with Hotherfall,

Goofnargh,

Whittingham,
Garftang,
Catterall,
Bilfborough,
Claughton,

Kirkham,

Wefiby with Plumpton,

Clifton,

Newton with Scales,

Freckleton,
Warton,

Brining with Kellamergh,

Ribby with Wrea,

Weeton with Preefe,

Medlargh with We-

tham,
Newtham,
Trayles,

Great and Liitle Single-

ton,
Wood Plumpton,
Lythom,

Greenhalgh with Thif-

leton,
Elfwick,

Poulton,

* Pays +% of the county rates ; raifes 64 militia men.

4

Thornton,



Thornton,

Marton,

Hardhorn with Newton,

Carleton,

Little Ecclefion with
Larbreck,

Lancafier,

Caton with Claughton,

Middleton,

Tatham with Ireby,

Leek,

Skirton,

Whittington,

Ellell,

Urfwick,

Burrow,

Slyne with Heft,

Kirby Ircleth,

Pennington,

Leefe,

Poulton, Bare and Tor-
ritholme,

Scotforth,

Great Ecclefion,

Infkip with Sowerby,
Bifpham with Norbreck,
Layton with Warbreck,
Hambleton,

Stalmin with Staynall,

LowNspALe Hundred ®

Ulverfione,

Carnforth
wick,

Aldingham,

Holker,

Nether Kellett,

Buck with Aldcliffe,

Warton,

Causfield,

Tunfiall,

Melling with Wreaton,

Wrea,

Wennington,

and Burn-

Arkholme with Cawood,
Hornby,

Heaton with Oxcliffe,
Bolton,
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Preefall with Hackinfall,
Upper Rawcliffe,
Outer Rawcliffe,
Myerfcough Foreft,
Bleadale Forefi.

Dalton with Hutton,

Halton,

Overton,

Yealand with Silverdale,

Greflingham,

Afhton,

Thurnham,

Farleton,

Dalton with Furnefs,

Heyfham,

Alithwaite lower,
upper,

Broughton,

Cockerham,

Overkellet,

Quarmoor,

Wryerfdale,

* Pays yvv of the county rates ; raifes 74 militia men.

With
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With refpect to ecclefiaftical jurifdiction, Lancafhire is part of the

diocefe of Chefter, and is divided in the following manner :

ARCHDEACONRY OF CHESTER.

Parith Churches.
A fhton-under-line, R.

Bury, R.

Bolton le moors, V.

Dean, V.

Eccles, V.

Flixton, Cur.
Middleton, R.

Deaxry of MANCHESTER.

Chapels, &c.

Hey or Lees,
Mofley,

Stayley-bridge,

St. John's Bury,

Heywood,
Huln:ﬂﬁlbc,
Edenfield,
Little Bolton,
Blackroad,
Bradfhaw,
Turton,
Walmfley,
Rivington,

Horwich,

Welt Houghton,

- =

Ellenbrook,

Patrons,

E. of Stamford,
Redétor of Afhton.
Ditto.

_E. of Stamford.

E. of Derby.

Redtor of Bury.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Bithop of Cheficr.

G. Gartfide, Efy,

V. of Bolton.

Ditto.

M. Green, Efq.

V. of Bolton.

Inhabitants.

The King.

V. of Dean.

Ditto.

The King.

D. of Bridgewater.

Preb. Flixton.

Ld. Sufheld.

W. Egerton, Efy.
Cockey,

T, R R T S "

__t L R .
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Parifti Churches.

Manchefier, Coll. ch.

—=—, 5t. Anne’s, K.
i Sti- JG]'II]TE, RI
——, St. Mary's, R.

-0, St. Paul’s, Cur.
*

Radcliffe, R.
Prefiwich with 0Old-
bham, R.

Chapels, &c.
Cockey,

- - -

Ardwick,

Birch,

Blakeley,
C€holerton or Chorlton,
Denton,
Didibury,

Gofton or Gorton,
Heaton Norris,
Newton,

Salford,

Stretford,

Oldham St. Mary, P.

Ringley,
Shaw,
Unfworth,
Royton,
Hollingwood,
Oldham chap.

31
Patrons.
R. of Middleton.
Warden, by the king ;
4 fellows and 2 chap
lains, by the College.
B. of Chefier.
Manchefter College.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
J. Dickenfon, Efg.
Manchefier College.
Ditto.
Ld. Grey de Wilton.
W. Broom, Efy.
Manchefier College..
Ditto.
Ditto.
J. Gore Booth, Efg.
Manchefter College.
Ld. Grey de Wilton.
Rev. James Lyon.

R. of Preftwich, Bury,
and Middleton.

Ditto,

R. of Prefiwich..

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.
Rochdale,

* Other churches have been erefed or are now erecting in Manchelter.



32
Parifh Churches,
Rochdale, V.

Aughton, R.
Childwall, V,

Hallfal, R,

Huyton, V.
Leigh, V,

Northmeols, R.
Ormfkirk, V.

Prefcott, V.

Chapels, &c.

- —_ -

Rochdale,
Friarmere,
Hundersfield,
Littleborough,
Milnrow,
Todmerden,
Whitworth,

Deanry of WARRINGTON.

- - -

Hale,
Garfion,

L]

Maghull,
Melling,

- - -

[ 2o

Aftley,
Atherton or Chowbent,

- - -

Latham dom. chap.
Skelmerfdale,

St. Helen's in Windle,

Farnworth,

GENERAL ACCOUNT

Patrons,
Archb. Canterbury.

V. Rochdale.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

T. Plumbe, Efy.

B. of Chefier.

J. Blackburne, Efg.

Heirs of Topham Beau-
clerk, Efq.

C. Mordaunt, Efg.

R. of Halfall.

Ditto.

Ld. Sephton.

Starkey and Gwillim.

Inhabitants.

—— Gwillim, Efy.

Rev. J. Baldwin.

E. of Derby.

R. W. Bootle, Efg.

V. of Ormikirk.

King's Coll, Camb.

V. of Prefcott.

Ditto.

Rainford,



Parifh Churches.

Sephton, R.

Walton, R.

il A

Liverpool two medie-
ties, R. (St. Peterand
5t. Nicholas.)

Warrington, R.

Wigan, R,

Winwick, R.

Chapels, &c, "
Rainford,

Sankey,

Crofby Magna,

Formby,
Toxteth Park,

- Kirkby,

Weft Derby,
Richmond,

St. George's, Liverpool,
St. Paul’s, ditto,

St. Thomas's, ditto,
Altcar cur,

Burtonwood,
Hollinfare,

Trinity, Warrington,

Billinge,

- St. George’s Wigan,

Hindley,
Holland,
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Patrons.
V. of Prefcott.
R. V. Atherton Gwil-

lym, Efg.
R. of Sephton.

R. of Walton.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Corporation of Liverp.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

E. of Sephton.

R. V. A. Gwillym, Efq.
R. of Warrington.
Ditto.

T. Legh, of Lyme, Efqg.
Sir H. Bridgeman.

R. of Wigan.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

E. of Derby.

* Other churches have fince been ere@ed in Liverpool,

F

Afhton,
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Pariflh Churches.

Blackburne, V.

Whalley, V.

Chapels, &c.
Afhton,
Newchurch,,
Lowton,

Newton,

Deaxry of BLACKBURNE.

Balderfion,

Darwen,

Harwood,

Lango,

Law or Lowchurch, or
Walton in le Dale,

Samlefbury.

Tockholes,

Accrington,

Altham,

Burnley,

Cafile, demeolith-
ed (the profits givento
Whitwell.)

Churchkirk,

Clithero,

Colne,

Downham,

Haflingden,

Goodfhaw (under Haf-
lingden,)

Holme (under Burnley,)

GENERAL ACCOUNT

Patrons,.
R. of Winwick.
R. of Winwick.
Ditto.
T. Legh, Efy.

Arch. Canterb.

V. of Blackburne.
Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Archb. Canterb.

V. of Whalley,
Afheton Curzon, Efq.
E. Townley, Efq.

L

A. Curzon, Efg.
Ditto.

V. of Whalley.
A. Curzon, Efg.
Biito.

V. of Whalley.

Ditto.
Marfden
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Parith Churches. Chapels, 8. Patrons.
Marfden (under Colne,) V. of Whalley.

Newchurch in Pendle, A. Curzon, Eig.
Newchurch in Rofen-

dale, V. of Whalley.
Padiham, Legendre Starkie, Efq.
Whitwell, V. of Whalley.

Deaxry of LEYLAND,

Crofton, R. and V. - - - Rev. Dr. Mafier.

Beconfall, R. of Crofton,
Chorley, : Ditto.
Rufforth, Ditto.
Tarleton, T. Legh, Efq.
Brindle, R. - - - D. of Devonfhire.
Ecclefton, R. - - - R. Whitehead, Efy.
Douglas, R. of Ecclefion.
Leyland, V. - - - Rev. T. Baldwin.
Euxton, V. of Leyland.
Heapy, Ditto.
Hoole, R. - - - Mr. Barton of Ormikirk.
Penwortham, perp. cur, - - - Mr. Barton of Penwors
tham.
Longton, Ditto.
Standifh, R, - - - Mr. Standifh,
Copull, S. Crooke, Efg.

ARCHDEACONRY OF RICHMOND.
DeaNrY of AMOUNDERNESS.

Chipping, R. and V. - - - B. of Chefler.

Garftang, V. - - - Trudtees of Mr. Pedder,
F 2 Gar-

wl
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Parith Churches.

Kirkham, V.

Cockerham, V.

Bifpham, perp. cur.

Lancafter, V.

Lytham, perp. cur.

Poulton, V.
Prefton, V.

GENERAL ACCOUNT

Chapels, &c.
Garftang,
Pilling,
Goofenargh,
Hambleton,
Lund,

Ribbey with Wray,
Singleton,

Warton,
Whitechapel,
Ellell,

Shirehead,

Admarth,

Caton (Lonfdale deanry)
Greflingham (ditto)

St. John, Lancafter,
Littledale (under Caton)
Overton,

Poulton,

Stalmin,

Wryrefdale,

Broughton,
St. Laurence, (domeft.)
5t. George, Prefton,

Patrons.
V. of Garftang.
G. Hornby, Efq.

Chrift Ch. Coll. Oxon.

V. of Kirkham.
Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Mr. Shaw.

V. of Kirkham."
Ditto.

F. Charteris, Efq.
V. of Cockerham.
Ditto.

B. Hefketh, Efg.
Dr. Marton.

V. of Lancafter.
Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.
Inhabitants.

V. of Lancafier.
Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Prior. of Durham.
R. Hefketh, Efg.
Sir H, Hoghton.
Ditto.

Mr. Shuttleworth.
V. of Prefion.

Grimfargh,



Parith Churches.

Ribchefter,

St.Michael'sonWyre, V.

Chapels, c.
Grimfargh;
Longridge.

Stidd,

Copp,
Wood Plumpton,
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Patrons.
V. of Prefion.

B. of Chefier.

Sir H. Hoghton.

V. of Ribchefter.
Mr. Swainfon.

V. of St. Michael's.
Ditto.

Deawry of Furness and CARTMELL.

Aldingham, R,

Dalton, V.

Cartmell, perp. cur.

Coulton, perp. cur.

Hawkfhead, perp. cur.

Kirkby Irelith, V.

- et -

Dendron,

Irelith,

Ramfide,
‘Walney (ifland)
Cartmell Fell,
Flookborough,
Lindall,
Staveley,

Field Broughton,

- - =

Tinfthwait or Finfth-
wait,
Rufland,

Satterthwaite,

The King.

R. of Aldingham.
The King.

V. of Dalton.
Ditto.

Ditto.

B. of Chefier.

L. Geo. Cavendifh.
Ditto. -

Ditto.

Ditto.

Cur. of Cartmell.
Inhabitants and owners

paying falary.

Cur. of Coulton.
Ditto.

The King.

Land Owners.

Dean and Ch. York.

Broughton,
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Parith Churches. Chapels, &c. Patrons.,
: Broughton, Efther Sawrey.
Seathwaite and Dunner-
dale, W. Penny, Efq.
Woodland, Y L Land Owners,
Pennington, perp. .cur. - - - The King.
Ulverfion, perp. cur - - - W. Bradyll, Efg.
Blawith, Ditto.
Conifton, Inhabitants.
Lowick, W. F. Blencowe, Efq.
‘Torver, Cur. of Ulverfion.
Uriwick, V. = - . Inhabitants,

Deavry of Kirkey LoNsDALE.

Claughton, R. - - - T. Legh, Efq.
‘Tatham, R. - - ~ Fr. Charteris, Efy.
Tatham Fell, R. of Tatham.
Whittington, R. - - - Rev. G. Hornby.
Melling, V. - - - The King.
Archolm, V. of Melling,
Hornby, F. Charteris, Efy.
Tunftall, V. : - - - Heirs of Mrs. Borret,
Leck, V. of Tunitall.

Deaxry of Ricumono.

Rolton in the Sands, V. - - - B. of Chefier.
Over Kellet, Mr. Leapor and Inhab.

11. General
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1I.—General Aecount of CHESHIRE.

CﬂfESHIRE is bounded by Lancafhire on the whole northern fide,

except a fmall point to the north-eaft where it touches Yorkfhire ;
by Derbyfhire and Staffordfhire on the eaft ; by Shropfhire and a de-
tached part of Flintfhire on the fouth ; by Denbighthire and the reft of
Flintthire on the weft, touching al{o upon the Irith fea at its north-weft-
€rn extremity..

'The form of this county is diftinguifhed by two horns or projections
running eaft and weft from its northern fide ; one of which is made by
the hundred of Wirral lying between the eftuaries of the Merfey and
Dee, the other by a part of Macclesfield hundred, pufhing out between
Derbyfhire and Yorkfhire. A line drawn from the extremities of thefe
two projections, meafures 58 miles; but the extent of the county
from eaft to weft acrofs its middle, does not exceed 40 miles. Its
greateft extent from north to fouth is about 3o miles. It contains
about 1040 fquare miles, or 665,600 acres, |

Face of the Country.—Chefhire is for the moft part a flat country,
whence it has obtained the name of the Zale Royal of England, though
this name properly refers to its central part, in which was fituated the
Abbey of Vale Royal, founded by Edward I. ‘The principal hilly
part is on the eaftern border, where a chain of hills, fome of them
of conifderahle height, runs along its confines with Derbythire
and the north of Staffordfhire, and joins the mountainous diflricts of
thofe counties; There is likewife a lower and narrower chain of emi-

2 NENCes,
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nences, which beginning at Helfby and Overton, near Frodfham, in
bold promontories above the Merfey, runs fouthward acrofs the foreft of
Delamere, to Tarporley, ftartsup in the infulated rock of Beefton, and
again appearing in the wooded Broxton hills, at length finks in the
vale of the Dee on the borders of Denbighthire. About a mile to the
fouth of Altringham rifes an elevated tract of ground called Bowden
downs, which extends to a confiderable diftance from eaft to weft. Its
weftern extremity is covered with the wood of Dunham park. Bow-
den church is fituated on the {fummit of this trac, from whence there
is a mofl extenfive view of a large part of Chethire and the fouthemn
part of Lancafthire. In various other parts the furface is varied by ri-
fings and depreflions ; but the general character is unanimated flatnefs.
Four-fifths of the county are probably not elevated more than from 100

to zoo feet above the level of the fea.

Many f{treams wind through its levels, moft of which take their
courfe northwards to join the great bordering river, the Merfey. This
we fhall firfl trace.

RIVERS

The Merfey takes its origin from a conflux of fmall ftreams near the
junction of Chefhire with Derbyfhire and Yorkfhire, and firft forms
the eaftern limit of the eaftern horn of Chefhire, under the name of the
Etherow river.  'When arrived at the place where the Goyt meets it
coming from the fouth, they together, taking a middle direction, flow
acrofs the root of the horn (as it may be termed) and reach Stockport.
Here the Tame, which may be reckoned the other parent of the Merfey,
and which forms the weftern limit of the eaftern hom, falls in.
From this junction, the Merfey, under its proper name, forms the

4 boundary
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boundary between Lancafhire and Chethire quite to the fea. It takes
a very winding courfe, receiving continual acceffions, of which the
principal are the river Irwell out of Lancathire, and the Bollin from
Chethire, both which join it on its way to Warrington. Below this
town it foon widens, having a large fhallow channel, full at tide time,
but exhibiting little except bare fand at low water. Oppofite Runcorn
it is fuddenly contracted by a tongue of land from the Lancafhire fide,
forming Runcorn Gap. It then fpreads again, and foon receives the
large addition of the Weaver from the heart of Chefhire. With this
it fwells into a broad eftuary, and taking a north-weftern courfe, dif-
embogues into the Irifh channel below Liverpool.

The Goyt rifes ncar the place where the road from Macclesfield to
Buxton croffes the limits of the county, and it forms the boundary be-
tween Chefhire and Derbyfhire till it meets the Etherow river near Chad-
kirk, as before defcribed. The united ftreams keep the name of Goyt
till they reach the Merfey at Stockport.

The Bolliz rifes in the hilly moors to the {fouth of Macclesfield, and
pafling that town, takes a north-weft courfe through Preftbury and Wil-
moflow, and joins the Merfey below Warburton.

“The Dane rifes near the junétion of Derbyfhire and Staffordfhire
with Chefhire, and forming for fome way the limit between the two
laft counties, flows wefterly by Congleton and Holms-chapel, to Mid-
dlewich, where it receives the Wheelock from the fouth. It then,
turning northerly, paffes Davenham in its courfe to Northwich, where
it falls into the Weaver.

G The
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The Wheelock, rifing near Lawton on the borders of Staffordfhire,
flows a little to the fouth of Sandbach in its courfe to join the Dane at
Middlewich.

The Weaver, the principal river of the middle of Chefhire, rifes on
the edge of Shropfhire, and holding a courfe almoft direcly north,
paffes Namptwich to Northwich, where, receiving the Dane, it turns
wefterly, and in a very winding courfe, flows to Frodfham-bridge, be-
low which it mixes with the Merfey.

The Dee, coming from Denbighthire, rcaches the border of Che-
thire in the fouth-weft, and forming for fome way the limit of the two
counties, pafles between Holt and Farndon, and runs directly north to
Chefter. From this city it tumns weftward ; and after flowing fome
miles in an artificial channel formed by embankment, at length fpreads
into a broad eftuary {eparating Flintfhire from the hundred of Wirral,

and empties into the Irith fea.

There are in various parts of Chefhire fmall lakes or meers, of
which the principal are Budworth-meer, Rofthern-meer, Meer-meer,
and Tatton-meer, all in Bucklow hundred, fome meers on Delamere
foreft, Comber-meer in Namptwich hundred, and Bar-meer not far from
Malpas. Several of thefe are of confiderable depth, and well furnithed
with fith.

The propertion of cultivated to wafle land has been ftated as fol-

fows :

Arable,
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: Acres.
Arable, meadow, pafture, &c. about - - - 615,000
Wafte lands, heaths, commons, greens, woods, - 30,000
Peat bogs and moffes, - - " - - - 20,000
Common fields, probably lefs than - - - 1,000

Sea fands within the eftuary of the Dee, - L - 10,000

676,000

——

5 0] L.

There are a great variety of foils in Chefhire ; clay, fand, black
moor or peat; marl and gravel, in various intermixed proportions,
abound in different parts of the county. 'The three firft, however,
form the moft predominant parts in the generally prevailing foils, and
of thefe the largeft proportion is a ftrong retentive clay. The fub-
ftratum is generally rammel or clay, marl, fand, gravel, orred rock ;
but moft commonly one of the two former, viz. clay or marl. The
numerous moffes, marfhy meadows, and peat bogs, which abound in
different parts of the county, feem fufficiently to prove, that either clay,

marl, or fome other unctuous earth, is very generally at no great depth
- below the furface,

STATE or PROPERTY axp FARMS.
There are in Chefhire many very confiderable eftates poffefled by

gentlemen who have refidencies within the county ; and, indeed, it has
been obferved, that no county in England has preferved more of the
race of its ancient gentry. The number of proprictors of land, poi-
fefling from 500 to 1000/, per annum rent, are alfo many., But the

race of yeomanry is fuppofed to be much diminithed ; another fpecics
G 2 of
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of freeholder, however, has increafed in thofe parts bordering on Lan-
cathire and Yorkfhire, where a number of {fmall farms have been pur-
chafed by the manufacturers of cotton, &c. The tenure is almoft uni-
verfally frechold. There are fome few copyholds, or what may be
called cuftomary freeholds, paying fines and rents certain, in Maccles-
field, Halton, and one or two other manors. The land is occupied in.
farms of various extent; fome may contain 00 acres and upwards ;.
there are few, however, of more than 300 acres ; though the practice
(but too fr{:qucntly a pernicious onc} of laying farms together, feems
to be increafing.  On the whole, it is probable that there is at leaft one
farmer to every eighty ftatute acres.

AGRICULTURE. ano PRODUCTS.

About three-fourths of the county is paftured or mown ; the other
fourth is ploughed. The land' is generally ploughed in rotation. The
ufual courfe for ftiff clayey land is to plough four years; firft, oats;
fecond, fallow for wheat; third, wheat; fourth, oats; and then laid
down with cloveror grafs-feeds, or both, and paftured five or fix years
before it is again broken into tillage. Sandy land is ploughed only. three
years, and frequently bears a crop every year.

The Manures are, marl, lime, farm-yard dung, and various Kinds:
of compoft. On the eaftern part of the country, lime is chiefly ufed ;
and on the weft and fouth, marl is the moft general manure, of which
there are various forts, viz. the clay marl, the blue {late marl, the red
flate marl, ftone marls, &c: The clay marl is fuppofed to prevail
moft. The quantity of marl ufed, varies according to its quality, and
the quality and nature of the foil on which it is laid. The quantity is

from one to two roods, ecach rood being feventy-two folid yards and
[ upwards,
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upwards, on an acre; the expence of it filled into the cart is about
two-pence a yard. Marl is generally laid upon the turf, and after 'the
froft has had its effe€t upon it, it is fometimes harrowed before the
field is broken up. When lime is ufed, it is commonly mixed with
gutter clods, fcourings of ditches, or foil ; and laid on the land for
barley. Farm-yard dung is frequently mixed with the foil off the
fides of lanes, with furrows drawn from between the butts of paf-
ture land, with gutter clods, ditchings, &c. and to thefe, marl or
lime are fometimes added. Sand is frequently ufed as manure on. {uff
lands with great fuccefs.

Foul or dirtied falt is a moft excellent manure, either for pafture land’
or fallows, when properly incorporated with foil, or other fubftances ;
and it is.much to be regretted, that fo Jarge a quantity. as 7 or 800 tons
annually, in Chefhire alone, fhould be loft to the community. The
heavy duty laid upon refufe, or dirtied falt, almoft totally prevents its

ufe for manure..

The markets for the overplus' grain grown in Chethire are chiefly:
Manchefter, Stockport, and Macclesfield. The oats are generally firfl
ground into meal, which is made into bread or cakes, and confumed in:
the N. E. of Chethire and fouth of Lancafhire.

Green crops, as winter food for cattle, are very little cultivated : there:
are, however, very confiderable quantities of potatoes and carrots,
grown on the north fide of the county, which arc chiefly intended for.
the fupply of the Lancafhire markets.

Potatoes
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Potatoes are cultivated in the parith of Frodfham, with as much
fuccefs, and probably to as great an extent, as in any other parifh in
the kingdom. It is eftimated, that not lefs than 100,000 bufhels of
golb. weight, have annually, for fome years paft, been grown in this
parith ; and a ready fale has generally been found for them, owing to
the great demand for this root in Lancafhire, and to an eafy and cheap
communication with Liverpool, by means of the river Merfey, and
with Manchefter, by the duke of Bridgewater’s canal. In years of
plenty, when the market is overitocked with potatoes, and the price is
fo low as one fhilling per bufhel, confiderable quantities have been
given to different kinds of ftock, viz. to feeding cattle, milch cows,
horfes and hogs.

Dairies and catile.—~The moft noted part for the production of cheefe
is faid to lie in the neighbourhood of the Wiches, efpecially Namptwich,
where the foil is more clayey than in other parts ; but there is more or
lefs made in every part of the county. The beft Chefhire cheefes run
from 6o to 140 pounds weight. Their excellence depends partly on
the fize, and partly on various mice and minute circumftances in the
making, only to be learned by experience, and which conftitute the
art of the very able and careful dairy-women of this county. The
cheefe is generally made with two meals milk, and that in dairies
where two cheefes are made in a day. In the beginning and end of
the feafon, three, four, and even five or fix meals are kept for the fame
cheefe. The proportion of cream withheld from the milk before it is
put together, wvaries ; but the general cuftom in the beft dairies is to
take out about a pint of cream when two meal cheefes are made, from
the night’s milk of twenty cows. The principal late improvement in

3 cheefe-
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cheefe-making has been the mode of preparing the feep or rennet, by
infufing all the maw-fkins at once, and faturating the ftrained liquor with
“falt. The colouring of cheefe is Spanifh amotta. On the dairy farms
ene woman fervant is generally kept to every ten cows, who is employ-
ed in winter in {pinning and other houfchold bufinefs, but in milking
is affifted by all the other fervants of the farm. The cheefe is chiefly
fold in London, being exported from Chefter, Frodtham-bridge, and
Warrington. The Liverpool merchants buy fome. A good deal is
difpofed of to country dealers in Yorkfhire and Lancafhire, and fome
goes into Scotland. The cattle in Chefhire are probably kept to a
greater age than in moft other counties ; for as the chief object with the
farmers is their milk, when they meet with a good milker, they gene-
sally keep it till very old. The proper feafon for calving is reckoned to
be from the beginning of March to the beginning of May ; and du-
ﬂng thefe months more veal is probably fed in Chefhire than in any’
other county, though generally killed young in order to fpare the milk.
As cows are kept chiefly for milking, and very few are fed, the far-
mers are lefs attentive to the beauty of their cattle than in many other
counties, though they begin to be more curious in their breeds than.
formerly.

 Horfes, fheep, [fwine.—The horfes employed in hufbandry are gene-
rally of the flrong black kind, the beft of which are purchafed in Der-
byfhire. The breed of the county is nothing remarkable, but has been
improved by mixtures with the Leicefterfhire kinds. Few fheep are
kept on the farms ; what are kept, the farmers chiefly purchafe in the
neighbouring counties, Each common or wafle maintains a few ; but
on Delamere foreft great numbers are kept, which are fmall, and of a

fine-wooled kind. This breed has been lately improved by crofles
with
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with the Herefordthire, The breed of hogs ufually kept is a mixture
between the long and fhort-eared.

Woods and Timber —~Chefhire is in general a very woody county.
It is probably owing to this circumftance, and to the large fupply of
hides from the manufacturing towns of Lancathire, that great numbers
of tanners are fettled in it, particularly in the middle and north parts,
Befides the hides of cattle flaughtered at home, they have a large fup-
ply from Ireland. The oak bark, in order to prepare it for ufe, was
formerly univﬁ*rfal]y, and is now by many tanners, ground down by a
heavy ftone wheel turned by a horfe. Inftead of this, feveral now ufe
caft-iron cylinders, between which the bark is paffed, and is thus more
completely ground with lefs labour. Some experiments were lately
made by an ingenious tanner in Afhley with the twigs and ends of the
boughs of oak asa fubftitute for the bark. His fuccefs has been fuch
as to convince him that leather may be tanned with them almoft equally
well as with the bark. The leather prepared in Chethire is principally
confumed in the circumjacent parts, and very little of it is exported.
Befides the common ufe of it in fhoes, boots, faddlery, &c. a very
confiderable quantity is employed in the machinery of the cotton ma-
nufactory, for ftraps, coverings for the rollers, &c.

Some of the largeft oaks in the kingdom grow in Lord Stamford’s
park at Dunham. There are fingle trees elfewhere larger than any
here, but no where fo many large trees together. At Morley near
Wilmflow a remarkable oak was felled in {pring 1793. The princi-
pal trunk rofe above fix yards from the ground, and there gave off four
large branches at nearly equal diftances, each itfelf being a large tree.

All together contained about 470 feet of timber, The trunk immedi-
ately
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ately above the ground was 41 feet in circumference; at four yards
height, 32 feet. It was hollow, and its cavity would eafily admit
fix or eight people.

MINERALS.

The mineral product for which Chefhire is moft remarkable is its
falt, with which it is ftored in inexhauftible quantities. The particu-
lars refpecting this article will hereafter be mentioned more minutely.
It is enough here to obferve, that it is found in the two flates of folid
rock, and brine fprings. The firft is obtained only at Northwich,
where large quantities are raifed, part of which is refined on the fpot,
and part exported in its rough ftate. Brine {prings are met with in fec-
veral places in the county, and the falt is procured from them by boiling.
The average quantity of falt made annually in Chethire is upwards of
74,000 tons, of which, as well as of the unrefined rock falt, a great
proportion is exported abroad, forming a very beneficial article of com-
merce. That confumed at home pays a large fum to the public re-

VEnuc.

Coals are procured in confiderable quantity in the north-eaftern part
of the county near Poynton. They are fmall and of a foldering qua-
lity. Some are alfo got in the hundred of Wirrall,

Quarries of ftone of various kinds are wrought in different parts.
Slate and flags are got at Kerridge on the hills near Macclesfield, Stone
for building is procured from the eaftern hills, alfo at Millington near
Bucklow-hill, at Hill-cliff near Warrington, at Hefswell near Park-
gate, and in many other places. It has been remarked, that almoft

every village on the north fide of Chefhire is fituated upon a bed of,
H red
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red rock, which in many parts lies bare. Mill-ftones are got on Mole-
cop, which are {ent to various parts of the country.

At Newbold Aftbury, about three miles from Congleton, at the edge
of Mole-cop, laige quantities of lime-ftone are dug. It is burned
wupon the fpot, the coal for the purpofe being procured from Stafford-
fhire, at the diftance of about three miles. ‘This lime-ftone is heavier
than that of Buxton, and when bumt has more of a grey ath colour,
It has lately come into very general ufe as a manure, and many farmers.
upon comparifon prefer it to the Buxton lime. It is longer in break-
ing down, but fwells more, and is thought to be more durable in effeét.
Its price is about 5id. per bufhel,

About five miles to the north-weft of Maeclesfield is an elevated
tract of ground called Alderley-edge. Some ftone ufed for building
and other purpofes is got here ; and both copper and lead ore have been
found, the former in pretty confiderable quantity. ‘The ore lies near
to the {urface, but is of too poor a quality to pay the expence of get-
ting and fmelting. It was attempted to be worked many years ago,

and the attempt was not long fince renewed, but without fuccefs.

CIVIL awp ECCLESIASTICAL STATE.

This county is one of thofe which in the time of the Romans was
inhabited by the people named Cornavii. By the Saxons it was termed
Cefirefcyre ; and its modern appellation is the County Palatine of Chef-
ter. The reafon of the title Palatine was, that the earls of Chefter
enjoyed palatine jurifdiction ; that is, the inhabitants were tenants in
chief to them alone, and they to the king. The courts of law were
held in their name ; and they had a fort of miniature parliament at

; which

B
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which their great tenants or barons, and their vaffals, attended. The
fucceflion of earls becoming extinét in the reign of Henry III. the
king made his eldeft fon earl of Chefter, which title has ever fince
been attached to the eldeft fons of the crown.

The jurifdition of the county palatine extends as well over the
county of the city of Chefter, as over the county of Chefter. The
Chief Juftice of Chefter has the fame jurifdiction over the courts of the
city, as the Chief Juftice of the King’s Bench has over the different
courts of the kingdom at large ; and iffues writs of latitat and certiorari
into the city, the latterof which writs removes indiétments and plaints
into the county-palatine court before the Chief Juftice. His determina-
tions have the fame weight and effe@t as thofe of the Chief Juftice of
the King’s Bench, and are impeachable only in the fame way. The
exchequer court of the county-palatine is a court of equity ; and the
decrees of the chamberlain or his vice-chamberlain are only fubje@ to
revifion and appeal in the Houfe of Lords. In this court is alfo a
Baron, anfwering to the Remembrancer in the Court of Exchequer
above; alfo a Seal-keeper, Filazer, Examiner, Cryer, &c. Its fit-
tings, which were till lately held twice a year, are now only held once,

Chefhire is divided into feven hundreds, exclufive of the city of
Chefter, which isa county of itfelf. It contains one city and 11 mar-
ket towns; fends four members to parliament; pays feven parts out
of 513 of the Englith land-tax, and furnifhes 560 men to the national
militia. Each hundred has two fubdivifions, for each of which there
are two high conftables. The following is a lift of townthips, vills,
and places contained in each hundred.

H 2 Mac-
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Bredbury,

Brinnington,

Bromhall,

Cheadle,

Duckinfield,

Difley and Standley,

Etchels,

Godley,

Hyde,

Hatterfley,

Hollinworth,

Marple,

Matley,

Mottram, in Longden-
dale,

Norbury,

Northenden,

Newton,

Offerton,

Romiley,

Stayley,

Agden,

Altrincham,

Athley,

Afhton fuper Merfey,
Baguley,

MaccrLEsFIELD Hundred.

Stockport,

Tintwiftle,

Taxall,

Torkington,

Werneth,

Yeardley cum Whaley,

Adlington,

Alderley Superior,

Alderley Inferior,

Birtles,

Bollin Fee,

Bollington,

Bofley,

Butley cum Newton,

Capefthorne,

Chelford cum Old Wi-
thington,

Chorley,

Eaton,

Falibroome,

Gawlworth,

Buckrow Hundred.

Bexton,
Bollington,
Bowden,
Carrington,
Cogfhul,

Hurdsfield,
Henbury cum Pexall,
Kettlethulme,
Marton,
Macclesfield,
Mottram Andrew,
Poynton,
Pownall Fee,
Preftbury,
Pott Shrigley,
Rainow,
Rode, vulgo North Rode,
Snelfon,
Sutton Downes cum
Wincle,
Siddington,
Somerford Booth,
Tytherington,
Ubpton,
Warford Magna,
Withington Inferior.

Dunham Maffey,

Hale,

Knutsford Inferior,

Knutsford Superior,

Legh, vuigo High Legh,
Marfion,



Marfton,
Marthall,
Warford,
Mere,
Millington,
Mobberly,
Ollerton,
Partington,
Peover Superior,

cum Little

Peover Inferior,
Pickmeir,
Plumbley,
Rofthern,
Sale,

Tabley Superior,
Tabley Inferior,
Tatton,
Timperley,
Toft,
Warburton,

Artclid,

Buglawton,

Bradwell,

Brereton cum Smeth-
wick,

Congleton,

Cotton,

Davenport,

OF CHESHIRE.

Wincham,

Acton Grange,

Afton juxta Sutton,

Afton Grange,

Afion juxta Budworth,

Anderton,

Barnton,

Batherton,

Budworth, wulo Great
Budworth,

Clifton, alias Rock Sa-
vage,

Cumberbach,

Darefbury,

Dutton,

Groppenhall,

Halton,

Hatton,

Hull and Appleton,

Kekewick,

NorTawicy Hundred.

Elton,

Goofirey cum Barnfhaw,
Hulme and Walfield,
Church Hulme,

Church Lawton,
Kermincham,

Moreton cum Alcomlow,
Mofebarrow cum Parme,
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Lymme,
Little Leigh,
Latchford,
Marbury,
Middleton Grange,
Moore,
Newton prope Daref

bury,
Norton,
Prefton,
Runcorn,
Stockham,
Stretton,
Sutton,
Thelwall,
Walton Inferior,
Walton Superior,
Wefion,
Whitley Inferior,
Whitley Superior.

Mofion,
Newbold Afibury,
Odd Rode,
Smallwood,
Summerford cum Rad-
nor,

Sandbach,
Sprofion,

Swettenham,
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Swettenham, Hulfe, Nether Peover,
Twemlow, Lach Dennis, TRawenferoft,

Tetton, Lees, Rudheath Lordfhip,
Warminftham, Leftwich, Shipbrooke, '
Weelock, Loftock Gralam, Shurlach cum Bradford,
Allowfiock, Kinderton cum Hulme,  Stanthorne,

Byley cum Yatehoude, Middlewich, Stubs and Lach,
Birches, Minthull Vernon, Sutton,

Bofiock, Moulton, Wharton,

Clive, Newhall, Whatcroft,

Cranage, Newton, Witton cum Twam-
Croxton, Northwich, hroke,

Davenham, Occlefton, Wimboldfley. _

Eyton prope Davenham,

Alpraham,

Beefion,

Bunbury,
Budworth,
Cﬂ.h’ﬂlﬂj.’,

Eaton cum Rufhten,
Heighton,
Idenfhall,

Merton,

Over cum Darnhald,
Oulton Lowe,
Peckforton,

Ridley,

Spurfiow,

Epprssury Hundred.

Tarporley,
Tiverton,
Tilfion Fernal,
Utkinton,
Wardle,
Weever,
Wettenhall,
Alvanley,
Afhton,

Adton,

Burton,

Bridge Trafford,
Barrow Magna,
Barrow Parva,

2

Bruen Stapleford,
Cuddington,
Crowton,

Clotton Hoofield,
Cafile Northwich,
Dunham,
Duddon,

Elton,

Frodfham,
Hapsford,
Heltby,

Horton cum Pecle,
Hockenhull,
IHartford,

Kel@all,



Kelfall,

Ince,
Kingfley,
Manley,
Mouldiwortlr,
Newton,

Aé&on,
Alfager,
Alvanderfion,

Afton juxta Mondrum,

Aufierton,
Baddington,,
Barthomley,
Betchton,

Brindley,

Burland,
Cholmondefton,
Church Coppenhall,
Monks Coppenhall,
Crewe,

Edlafton,
Faddiley,
Haflington,

Haffall,

Henhull,
Hurlefton,
Leighton,

OF CHESHIRE.

Norley,

Oulton, alias Oufion,
Tarvin,

‘Thornton,
Wallerfcoat,

Namerwicu Hundred.

Minfhull,
Namptwich,
Poole,

Stoake,
Willafton,
Wiftafton,
Worlefton,
Wolftanwood,
Audlem,
Baddiley,
Bridgemere,
Basford,
Batherton,
Blackenhall,
Eromhall,
Buerton,
Checkley cum Wrinehill,
Chorley,
Chorlton,
Coole Pilate,
Dodcot cum Wilkefley,
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Waverham cum Mil-
ton,
Walaton, alias Willing-
- ton,
Wimbelds Trafford,
Winnington.

Dodington,

Hankilow,.

Hatherton,

Hough,

Hunfierfton,

Lea,

Marbury cum Quoifley,
Newhall,

Norbury,

Rope,

Shavington cum Grefiy,
Sound,

Stapeley,

Titley,

Walgherton,

Wefion,

Wybunbury,
Wirefwall,

Wrenbury,

Woodcott.

Broxtox



Aldford,
Alderfey,
Agden,
Barton,
Bulkeley,
Burwardfley,
Broxton,
Bickley,
Bickerton,
Bradley,
Chowley,
Coddington,
Chidlow,
Cuddington,
Chorlton,

Church Shocklach,

Caldecot,

Cholmondeley,

Crewe,
Carden,
Clutton,
Edge,
Edgerley,
Egerton,
Farndon,
Grafton,
Handley,
Hampton,

BroxTon Hundred.

Horton,

IHarthill,

Duckington,

Larckton,

Macefen,

Malpas,

Newton juxta Malpas,

0l1d Caiile,

Overton,

Stockton,

Shocklach Owiat,

Stretton,

Tufhingham cum Grind-
ley,

Tilfton,

Wigland,

Wighalgh,

Boughton,

Buerton,

Bach,

Coghull,

Chrifileton Parva,

Church Chrifileton,

Row Chriftleton,

Claverton,

Cotton,

Cofton Edmunds,

Churton Heath,

GENERAL ACCOUNT

Dodlefion,

Ecclefton,

Eaton,

Golborn David,

Golborn Bellow,

Hoole,

Huxley,

Hatton,

Kinnerton,

Lea and Newbold,

Lach,

Mofton,

Marl{ion,

Newton juxta Suxton,

Newton juxta Tattens
hall,

Pickton,

Poulton,

Pulford,

Sutton,

Stapleford,

Saighton,

Trafford,

Tattenhall,

Upton,

Wervin,

Waverton,

Wirras

A R,



Backford,

Bromborow,

Burton,

Blacon cum Crabhall,

‘Capenhurft,

Childer Thornton,

Croughton,

Chorlton,

Eaftham cum Plimyard,

Hooton cum Ranacre,

Lea,

Ledtham,

Leighton,

Mollington Banifter,

Mollington Torrett,

Nefle,

Nefton Magna,

Nefton Parva cum Har-
greave,

Poole Superior,

Poole Inferior,

Puddington,

Raby,

Rough Shotwick,

OF

WirraLr Hundred.

Saughall Magna cum
Woodbank, '

Saughall Parva,

Shotwick,

Stanmey Magna,

Stanney Parva,

Stoake,

Sutton Magna,

Sutton Parva,

Thornton Mayes,

Whitby,

Willafion,

Arrow,

Brimftage,

Bebbington Superior,

Bebbington Inferior,

Barnfton,

Biditon com Lifcard,

Caldey
Grange,

Magna, or

Caldey Parva,
Claughton cum Grange,
Frankby,

Grealby,

CHESHIRE.
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Gayton,

Hetwall cum Oldfield,
Irby,

Knoftorum,

Kirkby cum Wallafey,
Lifcard,

Landican,

Moreton,

Meols Magna,

Meols Parva,

Newton cum Larton,
Oxton,

Poulton cum Seacombe,
Poulton cum Spittle,
Prenton,

Penneiby,

Saughall Maffie,
Storeton,

Thurftafion,
Thingwall,
Tranmore,

Upton,

Wefikirby.
Woodchurch,

In the affeffments for county rates, when the whole fum to be raifed

1s £.1000 the fallawing proportions are levied on each hundred :

Mac-
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Macclesfield Hundred, - - .

Bucklow ditto,
Northwich ditto,
Eddifbury ditto,
Namptwich ditto,
Broxton ditto, -
Wirrall ditto, -

- - - -

:{_'.
- 166

- - 141

- - I2d

- 108

- 168

- - 150

Nl

ECCLESIASTICAL DIVISION.

5l
B
15 .5
15 4
g 2
14 7
o s
I2 1L

The county of Chefter is contained within the diocefe of the fame

name, which was erected into a bifhopric by Henry VIII. in the yeax
1541, and belongs to the province of York.

conries, thofe of Chefter and Richmond.

It contains two archdea-

Chethire is entirely within

the former. It is fubdivided into the following deanries and parifhes =

Parifli Churches.

St. Mary on the Hill,
Chefier, R.

St. Ofwald, Chefier, V.

St. Peter, Chefier, perp.

Cur.

Trimty Chefler, R.

Deaxnry of CHESTER.

Chapels, &c.

Bruera, or Church on
the Heath,

St. Bridget's Chefier, R.

St. John Baptift, Chefter,
V.

FPatrons..

M. Wilbraham.
D. and Ch. of Chelier.

B. of Chefier.

E. of Derby.

B. of Chefter.

T. Adams, Efg.

Little



Parifh Churches,

Barrow, R.
Chriftleton, R.
Dodlefion, R.
Ecclefion, R.
Plenifton, perp. cur.
Pulford, R.
Tarvin, V.

Thornton, R.
Tarporley, R.
Waverton, R.

Afhton upon Merfey, R.

Bowden, V,

Budworth, V.

OF CHESHIRE.

Chapels, &c.
Little St. John's, Chefier,
cur.
St. Martin, Chefter, R.
St.  Michael, Chefier,
cur. p.

St. Olave, Chefter, cur.

Hargrave,

Farndon, P.

Gilden Sutton, cur. p.
Ince, p.

Deaxry of Fropsuam.

Carrington,

Ringey,

Little Leigh,
Iz
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Patrons.

Corp. of Chefier.
B. of Chefier.

Ditto.

Ihtto.

E. Cholmondeley.

Sir R. Moftyn.

D. and Ch. Chefter.

Ld. Grofvenor.

Sir H. Bridgman.

Sir P. Warburton.

Preb. of Tarvin in
Litchf. Cath.

Truftees.

T. Hill, Efg.

J. Arden, Efg.

‘Bithop of Chefier.

Ld. Grofvenor.
Sir J. Stanley.
R. Hill Waring, Efq.

Rev. W. Johnfon.

B. of Chefier.

E. of Stamford.

J. Crewe, Efg.

Chrift Ch. Oxon.

V. of Budworth.
Nether
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Parith Chusches. Chapels, &c. Patrons,

Nether Peover, Sir J. Fl. Leycefier,
Nether Whitley, dom. Sir J. Chetwode.
Whitton P. Northwich, Sir J. F. Leycefier.

Frodfham, V., - - - Chrifi Ch. Oxon.
Alvandley, J. Arden, Efy.
Grappenhall, R. - - - Rev, P. Halficad.
Latchford, R. of Grappenhall,
Lymme, R. (two me- - - - Sir P. Warburton.
dieties) - - - Egerton Leigh.

Warburton, fupplied by
the Reftor of one

mediety,
‘Runcorn, Y. - - ~ Chrift Ch. Oxon..

Afion, H. Harvey Afton, Efy,

Darcfbury, P,

Halton, J. Chefhyre, Efg..

Thelwall, P. E. Pickering, Efg,.
Rofihern, V. - - - Ld. Vernon..

High Leigh, (domett.)

Knutsford, V. Lords of four adjacent

Manors.

Over Peover, Sir H. Mainwaring,
Waverham, V. ' - - - B. of Chefier.
Whitegate, R. - - - Mr. Cholmondeley.

Deanry of MaccLESFIELD.

Alderley, R. - - - G. Hartley, Efq.
Cheadle, R. - - - 5. Buck, Efq.
Gawlfworth, R. - - - Mis. Parrott.

Mob-



= Parifh Churches.
Mobberley, K.
Mottram, R.

Northenden, R,
Prefibury, V.

Stockport, K.

Taxall, R.
Wilmflow, R.

OF CHESHIRE.

Chapels, &c.

Woodliead,
Adlington, dom.
Bofley, P.
Capefihorn, C,
Chelford, P.
Foreft Chap..
Macclesfield, P.
Chrift Church, Macclef-
field,
Marton,
Pott Chap.
Poynton,
Rainow,
Wincle;
Saltersford,
Siddington.
Chadkirk,
Difley,.
Norbury,
Marple,
St. Peter, Stockport,

G1
Patrons,
T. Mallory.
B. of Chefter.

Ditto.

D. and Ch. Chefter.

C. Legh, Efq.

Mrs. Legh.

V. of Prefibury.

D. Davenport, Efy.
Mr. Parker.

E. of Derby.

Mayor of Macclesfield,

W. Roe, Efg.

D. Davenport, Efq.
P. Downes, Efi:
Sir G. Warren.

V. of Preftbury.
Ditto.

Ditto.

D. Davenport, Eiq;
Mary Prefcott.

R. of Stockpert.

T. Legh, Efg.
Ditto.

R. of Stockport.
Rev. H. O. Wright,
Rev. J. Swain.
Gilb. Berresford, Efy.

Deawny
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Deanny of Marsaxy Wicn, alias NaMprwIcH.

Parith Churclies.,
Adon, V.

Audlem, R.
Baddiley, R.
Barthumley, R.

Coppenhall, R.

Namptiwich, R.
Wibunbury, V.
Wifiafton, R.

Aldford, R.

Malpas, (two portions)
Tattenhall, K.
Tylfion, R.

i

Chapels, &c.

Burleydam,
Wrenbury,
Hailington,

Church Minfhull, P.

Bunbury, cur.

Burwardfley, chap. fto
Bunbury,

Marbury, fupplied by the
R. of Whitchurch,

Deaxry of Marpas.

Patrons,
Wilbrah. Tollemache,
Efq.
Sir R. 5. Cotton.
V. of Acton.
Rev. W. Wickited.
Sir H. Mainwaring.
E. Mainwaring, Efy.
Sir T. Broughton.
B. of Litchf. and Cov.
T. Brooke, Efy.
J. Crewe, Efy.
B. of Litchf, and Cov.
P. Walthall, Efg.
Comp. of Haberdathers,
London.

Ld. Grofvenor.
W. Drake, Efq.
B. of Chefier.

Ld. Cholmondeley.

DEeANRY



Parilh Churches.

.. Coddington, R.

Handley, R.

Afbury, R..

- Brereton, R.
Davenham, R.
Sandbach, V.

Swetenham, R..
Warmingham, R.
Lawton, R.
Middlewich, V.
Over, V.

Whitegate, alias New-
church, V,

Bebington, R
Backford, V.
Eaftham, V.

OF CIIESHIRE.

Deaxry of BaNcor.

Chapels, &c.

Harthill, cur. p.
Shocklach, p.

Deasry of MipprLEwICH.

Congleton,
Little Budworth, cur. p.

Goofirey, ch. p. }
Holms-chapel,

- =a -

- - -

Wetenhall, p.

= - -

Deanry of WIRRALL.

Patrons.
D. and Ch. Chetier.
Ditto.
W. Drake, Efq.
T. Pulefton, Eff.

P. Brooke, Efy.
Corp. of Congleton,
B. of Chefter.

Sir Lifter Holt.

T. Brock, Efq.
Mary Haddon.

V. of Sandbach. (@

Ab. Painter.

Ph. Egerton, Eig.
J. Lawton, Efq.
If. Wood, Efg.

B. of Chefier.

; V. of Over.

Mr. Cholmondeley.

Rev. 5. Jackfon.

B. of Chefier.

D. and Ch. Chefter.
Hefwall,
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Parifh Churches. Chapels, &c.
Hefwall, R. 4 2 :
Weft Kirkby, R. - 2 -
Nefton, V. . - £
Woodchurch, R. = - =
Thuritafton, R. = L i
Wallifey, R. Med. - - -

Biditon cum Ford,
Birkenhead, Ch. to Bid-
fton

Bromborow,

?

Burton, cur.

Over Church in Upton,
cur.

Shotwick, cur.

Stoke, cur.

Patrons,
R. Davenport, Efg.
D. and Ch. Cheiter,
Ditto.
Crookhall.
D. and Ch. Chefter.,
B. of Chefter.
Ditto.

R. P. Price, Efg.

D. and Ch. Chefter.

Maft. of Hofp. of St.
John Bapt. Litchf,

Rev. S. Jackfon.

D. and Ch. Chefter.
Sir T. C. Bunbury.

MI. DERBY=
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IIL—~PERBYSHIRE ir General®

DERBI‘IS'HIRE is bounded to the north by Yorkfhire and part

of Chefhire, the river Etherow being its feparation from the lat-
ter; to the weft, by Chefhire and Staffordthire, its limits almoft all
the way being the Goyt, and the Dove and Trent; to the fouth and
fouth-caft by Leicefterfhire; and to the caft by Nottinghamfhire. It
is fituated nearly in the middle of the ifland, at an equal diftance from
the eaft and weft feas. Its principal extent is almoft directly from
north to fouth, in which direction it meafures about g5 miles. Its
greateft breadth is at the northern extremity, where it meafures about
33 miles, from which it contracts, though irregularly, on advancing
towards the fouthern, where it is very narrow. A portion of this ex-
tremity is infulated by Leicefterthire, The county is eftimated to con-
tain 720,640 acres.

Face of the Country.—A confiderable part of the county is diftin-

- guifhed from the reft by being a mountainous tract, and one of the

moft celebrated of the kind in England. From necarly the middle
of Derbyfhire, that chain of hills arifes, which ftretching northwards,
is continued in a greater or lefs breadth quite to the borders of Scotland,
and forms a natural boundary between the caft and weft fides of the
northern part of the kingdom. Its courfe in this county is inclining a
little to the weft. It {preads as it advances northerly, and at length
fills up the whole of the north-weft angle, alfo overflowing a little, as
it were, towards the eaftern parts. The hills are at firft of {mall eleva-

* For the general and particular accounts of Derbyfhire we are much indebted to the
Rev, Mr. Pilkington's accurate and valuable hiftory of that county.

K tion ;
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tion ; but being in. their progrefs piled upon one another, they form:
very elevated ground in the tract called the High Peak, though with-
out any eminences which can rank among the loftieft mountains even:
of this ifland. The two moft diftinguithed heights in the Peak are.
Ax-edge on the limits of the county near Buxton, and Kinder-fcout, in.
the centre of the north-weft angle. The former. was calculated by Mr..
Whitehurft to be about 210c feet higher than the town of Derby, and
1000 feet above the valley in which Buxton-hall ftands. Kinder-feout:
has not been meafured ; but as it overlooks all the furrounding emi--
nences, it is fuppofed to have a ftill greater elevation. The fuperior
height of thefe two points is further confirmed by the obfervation that
clouds reft on them when they pafs over the intermediate high grounds..

"The High Peak is a region of bleak barren heights and long-extended:
moors, interfperfed with deep narrow vallies, through which the fmall:
ftreams take” their courfe. Some of thefe offer agreeable profpeéts of
fertility ; but on the whole, the tract is one of the leaft pleafing, being
deftitute of moft of the romantic beauties of other mountainous coun--
trics. It contains feveral natural curiofties, fuch as deep caverns and
apertures in the ground, which have had their full fhare of admiration
under the name of the Wonders of the Peak: they will hereafter be
more particularly mentioned, ‘The tract called the Low Peak, lying
near the centre of the county, likewife contains Lills of various height
and extent, affording large profpects into the neighbouring counties..
The caft fide of the county has alfoa high ridge extending from Hard-.
wick in a northern direCtion to the Yorkfhire border. The louthern
part of Derbyfhire is for the moft part a pleafant and fertile country,
rot diftinguithed in.its appearance from the other midland counties.

The
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‘The banks of the Trent are a range of low meadows, fubjet to inun-
«dations.

RIVERS.

The principal river of this county is the Derwent. It rifes from
the junction of warious rills out of the High Peak, which appear in
one ftream near Hatherfage. 'Taking a fouthern courfe a little inclining
to the eaft, it paffes through Chat{worth park, below which it receives
the /7ye coming down from Buxton and Bakewell. It flows through
the romantic dale of Matlock, and at length reaches Derby, having {o
far divided the county into an eaftern and weftern part nearly equal in
‘«dimenfions. From Derby it fuddenly turns more to the caft, and mixes
with the Trent on the Leicefterfhire border near Wilne. It is made
navigable from Derby to the Trent. The current of the Derwent is
rapid, and the temperature of its waters has been obferved to be warmer
than that of rivers in general, which may be afcribed to the mixture of
warm fprings. It frequently in the fummer raifes the thermometer to

66 degrees,

The Dove, rifing a little to the fouth of Buxton, on the Stafford-
thire limit, holds a courfe nearly parallel to the Derwent, ferving for
the boundary of the two counties all the way to its juncion with the
“Trent a little below Burton. 1In its tract it paffes through the very ro-

smantic Dove dale. It is augmented by many little ftreams -on the fouth-
weftern fide of Derbyfhire.

The Trent itfelf holds but a fhort pat of its courfe through this
county. Coming out of Staffordfhire, it reaches the border of Derby-
dhire at its fouth-weftern point.  After making the boundary for fome

K 2 miles,
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miles, atits junction with the Dove it enters the county, and paffing
from weft to eaft acrofs its narroweft part, it reaches the Leicefterfhize
border. It there becomes again the boundary, till it enters Notting-
hamfthire. It is navigable during all this courfe.

The Errewayb, rifing about the middle of the eaftern border, runs
fouthward, forming the boundary between Derbyfhire and Nottingham-.
fhire till its junction with the Trent.

The Rother, taking its rife to the fouth of Chefterfield, paffes that
town, and holds a north-eaftern courfe till it enters Yorkthire.

CLIMATE.

The mountainous part of Derbyfhire is diftinguithed from the reft
by the greater quantity of rain which falls in it. At Chatfworth,
which is by no means the higheft part, about 33 inches of. rain have
been found to fall annually at a medium. The High Peak is peculiarly
liable to very violent ftorms, in which the rain defcends in torrents, fo
as frequently to occafion great-ravages in the lands: it is alfo fubject
to very high winds. Thefe caufes, together with the elevation of the
country, render it cold ; {fo that vegetation is backward and unkindly.
Some kinds of grain will not grow at all in the Peak, and others
feldom ripen till very late in the year. The atmofphere is, however,
pure and hcalihiul, and che higher fituations are generally free from
epidemic difeafes, though agues and fevers fometimes prevail in the
vallics. One difeafe is, however, endemic in thefe parts, and even as
far fouth as Derby, which is the bronchocele or Derby-neck: it is an
enlargement of the glands of the throat, and is a degree of the fame
difeafe that is known in the Alps, and in fome other mountainous traéls,

SOIL,
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SOI L.

The moft commeon foil in Derbyfhire is a reddifh clay or marl. The
fouthern part of this county is in general compofed of it, with little or
no ftone beneath the furface. 'This foil alfo appears on the north-weit
fide of the county. Its quality is very various in different fituations,
in fome containing much calcareous earth, in.others notatall eﬁ'erw:fcing
with acids. Its colouring principle is iron. That large tract of coun-
try which produces coal, is covered with a clay of various colours,
black, grey, brown, and yellow ; efpecially the laft. It is in fome
places mixed with a large proportion of fand. This kind of foil is
alfo found in fome parts where grit-ftone is met with ; but there it is
fmqurntfyl of a black colour and bituminous quality. On the eaft moor,
and in the northern extremity of the county, are large tracts of land
confifting of this foil. That in the lime-flone country on the north-
eaft fide is of a brown colour and loofer texture. Small trats of gra-
vel or fand are interfperfed through the marl difiri¢. In the north
part of the county are peat bogs, fome upon the higheft mountains, in
which trees have been found nearly perfect. The foil in the vallies
near the banks of the larger rivers is very different from that of the ad-
jacent parts, and has been evidently altered by the depofitions from in-

undations.

PRODUCE.

The fouthern parts of this country are nearly equally divided betwesn
paﬂure‘and tillage. The banks of the Dove are chiefly occupied hy
dairy farms. On the eaftern fide of the county, tillage chiefly prevails,
The midland tracts have a mixture of pafture and arable according to

the foil and fituation, and large improvements are carrying on upon the
Moors
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moors of this diftrict. In the High Peak the ground is chiefly do-
voted to the raifing and feeding of cattle, very little corn befides black
coats being grown, On the whole, Derbyfhire is more of a gmzing
and dairying than a corn country. “The grain princi pall}r cultivated is
‘barley, of which much is grown for the {fupply of the breweries at
Burton. Of the whole produce, calculated at gooo quarters annually,.
about half is fuppofed to be exported to the neighbouring counties,
fome in the ftate of malt. The produce of wheat is fcarcely equal to
the confumption ; that of beans and oats about anfwers the home de-
mand. Of cheele, nearly 2000 tons are thought to be annually ex-
ported to London and feveral fea-ports on the eaft coaft. Its quality is
mild, and its tafte refembles the Gloucefterthire.

An uncommon f{pecies of culture, in which about 200 acres of this
<ounty are employed, is that of camomile. A loamy {oil is chofen for
the purpofe, in which, after proper preparation, flips from the roots of
an old plantation are fet about the end of March. The collection of
the flowers begins in September, and continues in fucceflion till
ftopt by the frofts. The plants ufually ftand three years, of which the
firlt affords the fmalleft, the fecond the beft and largeft produce. A
dry year is moft favourable to them. When the flowers are gathered,
they are carefully dried in a kiln or on a heated floor, packed in bags,
and fold to perfons in the neighbourhood, who fend moft of them to
the druggifts in London. The produce and price are {ubject to great
wvariation ; but on an average the former may be reckoned at four cwt.

an acre, the latter at four pounds per cwt.

The horfcs of Derbyfhire are of very different breeds in the fouthern
and northern parts. In the former they are of the ftrong and heavy
kind F
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kind ; but in the latter, light and flender. They are much employed.
in the Peak for carrying lime-ftone on their backs, and fhow great agi-
lity in afcending and defcending the fteep mountains..

The neat cattle are almoft univerfally horned, and rather large and
handfome. The cows are diftinguifhed for their beautiful (hapes, and
have the property of becoming fat in a fhort time. Their yield of
milk is but moderate. Notwithitanding the numbers bred here, many
are brought every year from Yorkfhire and Lancathire, and fold to the-

Derbyfhire graziers.

The fheep on the Leicefterfhire border refemble thofe of that county
in weight and fize. They diminifh on proceeding northwards ; and in:
the High Peak weigh from 14 to 17 pounds per quarter, thofe on grit-
ftone land being three pounds lighter than thofe on lime-ftone. But the
difference in their fleeces is more remarkable, thofe of the grit-ftone
theep being much lighter and thinner than of the others. There are
now few or no goats kept in Derbyfhire, though once they were com-
mon. Other animals, tame and wild, offer nothing remarkable.

SUBTERRANEOUS GEOGRAPHY.

This may in ‘general be confidered as dividing the county into the

three diftinclions of lime-ftone, coal, and grit-ftone land.

Lime-flone.—The moft extenfive tract of this land is fituated on the
north-weft fide of the county. Its northern extremity is at Caftleton :
its weftern line runs along the weft fide of Peak Foreft to Buxton,
thence, keeping aleng the eaft fide of Ax-edge, it proceeds to the head

of the Dove, and fcllows the boundary of the counties about 12 miles,.
3 and.
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and croffing the river, extends a few miles into Staffordthire. The
meft fouthern point in which it appears in Derbyfhire is about
two miles north of Afhborne. Hence, its limit runs eaftward in a line
by Wirkfworth as far as Matlock : its courfe then points northward,
extending on the eaft fide of Winfter, Bakewell, Stony-Middleton, and
‘Bradwell, to its termination in the valley of Edale. Befides this large
tract of lime-ftone, there is a fmaller one on the eaft fide of the county,
forming the ridge already mentioned from near Hardwick, through Bol-
fover and Barlborough to the border of the county. ‘This lime-ftone
tract {preads eaftwards into Nottinghamfhire, and northwards, auite
through Yorkfhire, with little interruption, as far as Tinmouth-caftle
in Northumberland. There are likewife feveral detached beds of lime-
ftone in other parts of Derbyfhire, but none exceeding two miles in

length or breadth.

Coal.—The principal coal country begins a little north-caft of Derby,
at Stanton, Dale, and Morley. It runs on the weft fide of Morley and
Belper, and appears again at Lea, Athover parith, Dronfield parith,
and fo to the Yorkfhire border. This tract of coal is faid to extend,
under the name of the great northern rake, quite to the border of Scot-
land, being only interrupted by a lime-ftone bed of threc miles in
breadth near Ferrybridge in Yorkfhire, Coal has alfo been found at
Chinley hills near Chapel-le-frith, in the neighbourhood of Buxton, |
and at various places in the fouthern extremity of the county,

Grit-flone.~This occupies a much greater extent than the two former
divifions, particularly the north and north-weft extremity of the county,
and the tra¢t lying between the principal beds of coal and lime-ftone,

of which diftrit the caft moor forms the moft confiderable part.
This
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This laft extends, with various breadth, almoft as far fouth as Derby. .
Small beds of grit-ftone appear alfo in a few other parts.

Gypfum or Plafler-flone.—This fubftance, which is found in nearly
a ftrait line acrofs the kingdom, appears in Derbyfhire at feveral places,
particularly at Chellafton, Afton, and Elvafton, three contiguous pa-
rithes, about five miles fouth-eaft of Derby. It lies about eight yards
beneath the furface, and is found, not in regular layers, but in large
lumps or blocks indented together, but which may be eafily feparated.
The thicknefs of the beds is from two to four yards.

It has been already obferved, that a confiderable tract in the fouthern
part contains no beds of ftone of whatever kind near the furface. If a
line be drawn from Afhborne .thmugh Derby to the Nottinghamfhire
border, it will have fuch a tract to the fouth, with the exception of a
few places mentioned above.

CAVERNS anp SUBTERRANEOUS PASSAGES,

The frata of diffe it kinds of ftone, or meafures as they are here
termed, differ in refpect to arrangement, thicknefs, and inclination, in
the feveral parts of the mountainous tracts of Derbyfhire. It often
happens that thefe meafures are broken, in confequence of which clefts
and chafms are formed in the earth. 'Thefe are extremely various
in figure and fize, and are more frequent in fome parts than in others.
‘The moft remarkable which has been difcovered in the clefts of the
lime-ftone, is fituated at Caftleton, and known by the name of

-, Peak’s-hole.~1t is fituated in a deep and narrow recefs of the valley
in which the town ftands, -On each fide and near the end of this re-
. 1. cefs,
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cefs, two large faces of rock are feen rifing to a great height, At the
foot of the rock the mouth of the cavern opens: it is about 14 yards
high and 40 wide; the arch at the entrance is regularly formed, and ex.
tends nearly 300 feet in a direct line: this part is tolerably light, and is
inhabited by a number of poor people who manufature pack-thread.
They have built {fmall dwellings in this fpacious vault, where they are
fheltered from the extremes both of heat and cold. Beyond the firft
turning the ground gently declines, and the path is made wet by drop-
pings from the roof. At the diftance of 130 yards from the entrance;
all further progrefs was formerly ftopped by a projection of the rock,
but a paffage is now opened through it. The cavern, which has been
gradually contracting, aj_apr:ars about 20 yards from hence to be ens
tirely clofed ; ‘but on anear approach, a low paffage under the rock, al-
moft full of water, is difcovered. The opening juft admits a {mall
boat, but the paffenger muft lic almoft flat while it is pufhed under the
rock. On landing, he finds himfelf in a cavern more fpacious than the
former, faid to be 70 yards wide, and 4o high, but totally dark. A
path on its right fide leads up a fteep afcent to the top of a rock ; ano-
ther declines and leads to a much lower and narrower part. The whole
length of the fubterrancan paffage is faid to be 750 yards, and attempts
have been made by blafting the rock to extend it further in order to
communicate with another cavern, but without fuccefs. A ftream of
water runs through the whole length, which muft be croffed feveral

times, and after heavy rains is fo much {welled as to cut off accefs to
the further parts.

Poole’s-hole is a cavern formed in the lime-ftone, and fituated a
fhort diftance from Buxton, Its entrance is low and narrow, requi-
ring a perfon to ftoop confiderably. Afier proceeding 20 or 30 yards
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in this pofture, youopen into a fpacious and lofty cavern, the roof and
fides of which are covered with ftalaétitical incruftations, called here
water-icle. Large piles and maffes of the fame fubftance appear on
the floor, which are continually receiving increafe from the droppings
of water loaded with calcareous matter, and put on various fingular
figures. The cavern, after contracting ata large water-icle called the
flitch of bacon, enlarges again, and continues of the fame dimenfions
till you come to Mary queen of Scots’ pillar, whichis a large column
of ftalactite. It is not eafy to go farther. The path has hitherto lain
along the fide and fome height from the bottom of the cavern. On
defcending to examine the interior extremity, the bottom is at firft to-
]cr;ibl}r even, but after 20 yards it rifes with a perpendicular afcent to
the height of 8o yards. On returning by the bottom, you pafs under
the queen of Scots’ pillar, and view various other incruftations, fome
of extraordinary fize and form. ‘The whole length of the cavity is
faid to be 560 yards.

Elden-hole, fituated in Peak-foreft, is alfo a cleft in a lime-ftone mea-
fure. Its entrance is Perpendicular. It is a deep chalm extending
lengthwife in the diretion of north-weft and fouth-caft. Near the fur-
face it is about 10 yards wide and 30 long; bu it gradually contraéts,
and at the depth of go feet is very much confined. At this place is a
projection of the rock, and behind it a fmall cave admitting the light.
Miners and other perfons have defcended much below this, and found
various other chinks and caverns lined with ftalactite. At a vaft depth
water has been found, and there is fome reafon to believe that this is
part of a fubterraneous river which appears in the mouth of the cavern
at Caftleton.  All the ground between Perry-foot and Caftleton abounds
i clefts and caverns, a feries of which reaches from the neighbourhood

L a3 of
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of Peak’s-hole nearly to Elden-hole, = Thefe have been difcovered by
miners in finking their fhafts, and purfued under ground to a great

extent,

There are other fubterraneous caverns and paffages near Eyam, par-
ticularly Charlefworth and Bamforth-hole. The latter is a feries of
ftala@itical caverns of confiderable extent,

MINES ano MINERALS.

Lead.—Lead mines in Derby(hire are of great antiquity, undoubted
proof exifting that they were worked in the time of the Romans.
They may be traced from the Saxon and Norman eras down through
fucceflive periods to the prefent time. The extent to which the bufi-
nefs has been carried on at different periods cannot with certainty be de-
termined ; but the produce of the mines during the laft century has un-
doubtedly been very confiderable. At prefent, lead ore is found in va-
rious parts of the country. Indeed, it has been difcovered in different
quantity throughout all the tract of lime-ftone land ; but it is met with
in the greateft abundance about ten miles to the north and fouth of the

river Wye,

Veing of lead ore, on account of their pofition in the earth, are diftin-
guithed by the different names of pige, rake, and flat works. A pipe-
worli lies between two meafures of lime-ftone regularly extending above
and bclow. It confifts of feveral lines or branches running nearly parallek
to each other, which have a general communication by means of flen-
der threads, or leadings, as they are called by the miners. The rock is
fometimes pierced through by thefe leadings, which it is thought right i

to follow, as they often conduét to a freth range. Should no ore be
4 found
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found on fuch a purfuit, the breadth of the work is afcertained: its
length is indeterminate, depending much upon the dipping of the mea-
fures. If this be great, it begins to decline, or cannot be purfued fur-
ther on account of water. The rake-vein is found in the chafms or
clefts of the lime-ftone, and confequently breaks through the meafures
and finks into the earth. It fometimes penetrates 150 or 200 yards,
generally in a {lanting dire€tion ; and it has been followed to the dil-
tance of four miles from the place where it was firlt difcovered. The
flat-work refembles the pipe, but has no leader or ftem like that, It
fpreads wider, and feldom extends above 100 yards. It is alfo found

near the furfaceand in the folid rock, and is very weak and poor, being

feldom thicker than a man’s finger. -

The veins of lead ore are generally enclofed in a yellow, red, or
black foil, and are firmly connected with cauk, {par, or fome other
mineral. Their direCtion is not uniform. The pipes, never penetra-
ting the meafures, follow the dip-' of the country in which they are
found. The rakes run {till more varioufly ; in the High Peak, gene-
rally pointing eaft and weft ; in the wapentake of Wirkfworth, north
and fouth. Sometimes two veins cut cach other at right angles : fome-
times the pipe and rake unite and run together a fhort way, becoming
ftronger and richer. It is difficult to determine which of thefe two
veins is moft common, or moft productive; the pipe, however, feem

moft gencrally valuable.

Veins are difcovered various ways ; fometimes by attention to the
nature of the ground, which leads the experienced miner to makea
fearch by boring ; often by accidents laying open fome branch which

rifes to-day. 'The more the branches which accompany a vein, the
richer
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richer it is, and when they begin to diminifh, it becomes poorer. Alfo,
for the moft part, a vein is impoverithed when it runs in fuch a direc-
tion as to receive over it a greater number of meafures. In working
mines, a principal point is to free them from water ; the moft common
and effectual method of doing which is to drive a fough or level from
the bottom of fome neighbouring valley, as far as the works; where
this cannot be done, pumps muft be employed, which are either worked
by a water wheel, or by a fire engine. Mines are freed from bad air by
the introduction of a pipe down the fhaft to the work, whence it is
extended along the roof of the gallery. The circulation this occafions

proves an effectual remedy.

There are numerous and various regulations refpecting the rights of
miners, and the dues payable for the ore, in different parts of the mi-
ning country. The principal tract containing lead is called the King’s-
Jield,  Under this denomination nearly the whole wapentake of Wirk{-
worth is comprized, as well as part of the High Peak., The mineral
duties of the King’s-ficld have been from time immemorial let on leafe,
The prefent farmer of thofe in the High Peak is the duke of Devon-
fhire ; and of thofe in the wapentake of Wirk{worth is Mrs., Rolles.
They have each a fteward and bar-mafters in the diftricts they hold of
the crown. The fteward prefides as judge in the Barmote courts, and
with twenty-four jurymen determines all difputes refpecting the working
of mines. The courts are held twice a year ; thofe of the High Peak at
Money-afh, and thofe of the wapentake at Wirkfworth. The princi-
pal office of the bar-mafter is putting miners in poffeflion of the veins
they have difcovered, and collecting the proportion of ore due to the
leflee.  When a miner has found a new vein of ore in the King’s-field,
yruvidcd it be not in an orchard, garden, or high-road, he may obtain

an
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an exclufive title to it on application to the bar-mafter. The method of
giving pofleflion is, in the prefence of two jurymen, marking out in a
" pipe or rake work two meares of ground, each containing 29 yards ;
and in a flat work 14 yards {quare. But if a miner neglect to avail
bimfelf of his difcovery beyond a limited time, he may be deprived of
the vein of which he has received poffeflion, and the bar-mafter may
difpofe of it to another adventurer. As to the other part of the bar-
mafter’s office, that of fuperintending the meafurement of the ore, and
taking the dues of the leflee or lord of the manor, it is attended with
fome difficulty from the variety of the claims, which differ greatly in
different places. In general, a thirteenth of the ore is the due in the
King’s-ficld, but a twenty-fifth only is taken. Befides this, there is a
due for tithe. In mines that are private property, fuch tolls are paid as

the parties agree upon.

The miner having fatisfied the feveral claims, proceeds to difpofe of
his ore to the merchant or {melter. There are four denominations of ore ;
the largeft and beft fort is called Bing ; the next in fize and almoft
equal in quality is named Pefey ; the third is Smitham, which pafles
through the fieve in wathing ; the fourth, which is caught by a very
flow ftream of water, and is as fine as flour, 1is ftiled Belland : it 1s in-
ferior to all the reft on account of the admixture of foreign particles.
All the ore as it comes from the mine is beaten into pieces and wathed
before it is fold. ‘This bufinefs is performed by women, who can earn

about 6d. per day.

Smelting furnaces are of two kinds, the hearth and cupola. The
hearth confifts of large rough ftones placed fo as to form an obleng ca-
vity about two feet wide and deep, and 14 long, into which fuel and

| ore
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ore are put in alternate layers; the heat is raifed by means of a lai'gc
pair of bellows worked by a water wheel. . The fuel is wood and coal.
‘The lead procured this way is very foft, pure, and duéile, but a con-
fiderable quantity of metal remains‘in the flags. Thefe are, therefore,
fmelted over again with a more intenfe fire of coke ; but the mn::talipm-
duced is inferior in quality to the former. At prefent, a fmall propor-
tion of ore is fmelted this way, only two hearth furnaces remaining
in Derbyfhire. 'The cupola, introduced about fifty years fince, is of an
oblong form, refembling a long, but not very deep, cheft, the top and
bottom of which area little concave. 'The fire being placed at one end,
and a chimney at the other, the flame is drawn over the ore placed at
the bottom, and by its reverberation fmelts it without any contact ‘of

the fuel.

The lead when fmelted is poured into moulds of various fizes, ac-
cording to the different markets for which it is intended, Hull, Baw-
try, or London. Two of the blocks make a pig. Some of it, how-
ever, is firft rolled into fheets at works erected for the purpofe near the
furnaces. A confiderable quantity is alfo converted into red-lead. This
procefs is performed in a kind of oven, the floor of which is divided
into three parts. 'The middle of thefe contains the metal, and the two
others, the fire. ‘The flame being reverberated on the metal, converts
it to a calx or powder ; which, on being a fecond time expofed to the

action of the fire, acquiresa red colour.

Attempts were made fome years ago to extract filver from the lead ;
but no fuch work now exiits in Dﬁrb}rfhirc. The fLIIPImr driven off
from the ore in fmelting is collected at two furnaces,

The
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The annual produce of lead from the Derbyfhire mines is not ex-
actly afcertained, but may be eftimated at an average of betyeen 5 and
6oco tons. It is generally thought to be on the decline, fome of the
richeft mines being cither exhaufted, or become more difficult to work ;
but on the other hand, from the improvements in the art of fmcliing,
and the more cffectual methods employed to clear the mines of water by
new levels and improved fire engines, advantages have been gained that
may, perhaps, fupply the deficiency.

Iron.—The ore of this metal occurs throughout all that tract in
which coal has been difcovered, Chinley-hills excepted. ‘The depth at
which it lies from the furface is extremely various. Frequently, from
the great dipping of the meafures, it baffits out to-day. In this cafe, a
hole is made like the fhaft of a coal-pit. This is gradually enlarged
on going deeper, fo as toaflume the form of a bell. It is feldom funk
lower than 18 yards ; after which frefh ground is broken and a new pit
funk: by this means the lower beds are mixed with the foil near the
furface, fo as to injure the land greatly ; whence it is not thought worth
while to dig for iron ore unlefs the beds are very valuable. Their thick-
‘nels varies from two to 12 inches. The moft valuable beds which have
yet been difcovered are in Morley-park near Heage, at Wingerworth,
Chefterfield, and Stavely. At all thefe places furnaces are built; thefe
are of a circular or conical form, having the fire with a blaft at the bot-
tom. When the furnace is prepared and duly feafoned, the procefs of
fmelting begins. Fuel, ore, and flux, in alternate layers, are continu-
ally put in day and night, and the fire is not {fuffered to go out till the
furnace wants repair, which is frequently a period of fome years. ‘The
fuel is generally coke, though charcoal has been ufed. Lime-ftone is

the univerfal flux. The ore undergoes the previous preparation of
M being
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being burned in the open air in beds, firft with coke, then with coal
flack ; it is then brokeu into fmall pieces and fcreened. The procefs:
of fmelting takes different times according to the fize of the furnace
and other circumftances. Different forts of iron are produced by vary-~
ing the proportions of ore, flux, and fuel. The metal firlt obtained
is brittle and void of due malleability. Ta give it this property it is
carried to the forge, and wrought into bars. The quantity of iron

produced in this county amounts fo about 5600 tons.

Calamine.—The value of this mineral, which is an ore of zinc, has.
but lately been attended to in this county. The chief places in which:
it 1s difcovered, are Caftleton, Cromford, Bonfall, and Wirkfworth..
[t occurs at various depths, but is generally found near a wvein of lead.
ore. ‘The two minerals are fometimes mixed, or run a confiderable
way by the fide of each other; but more commonly, one ceafes where
the other begins, and a good vein of both is never found in the fame
place. Calamine generally lies in a bed of yellow or reddifh brown:
clay. The beds refemble pipe works, and confift of lumps of various
fizes and fhapes : their direction is the fame with the dip of the mea-~

fures.

The calamine is firlt wafhed in a current, and then again in fieves in:

a veflel of water, and all the foreign matters, as fpar, cauk, and lead.
ore are picked out from it. It is next calcined in a reverberatory fur-.
nace, after which it is again picked, ground to a fine powder, and
wafhed. ‘The quantity of calamine at prefent annually produced in
Derbyfhire is about 500 tons. Its value in its crude ftate is from 35 to
40 thillings per ton ; in its prepared ftate, five or fix guineas. Itis in--
ferior in value to the calamine of Mendip in Somerfetthire. Blend or
black
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black jack, alfo got in Derbythire, is another ore of zinc, lefs valuable
than calamine,

Copper.—This metal has hitherto been found only in fmall quantity
in Derbyihire. Confiderable pieces detached from any vein are fre-
quently met with at Matlock and Bonfall. A flender vein of ore was
difcovered fome years fince at Great Roch Dale, between Tidefwell and
Buxton; and another lately near Chapel-le-frith; but neither is worked.

Coal Mines,—The tra&t of country producing coal has already been
mentioned, It is got in great abundance in Derbyfhire. Coal is met
with at various depths, and in fome places feveral beds are pafled by
one fhaft, but the upper ones are thin and foft, and feldom worked.
Befides the home confumption of coal, which is very great, a confide-
rable quantity is conveyed by the Errewath canal into Leicefterfhire,
and by the Chefterfield, into Nottinghamfhire and Lincolnfhire. Large
quantities alfo go to Shefficld from Dronfield parifh.

Plafler-fione.—The moft valuable kind of this fubftance was got at
Elvafton, but the pits are now clofed. That of Chellafton, though
neither of a fine colour nor texture, is equally ufeful for common pur-
pofes. About 8oo tons are got annually from thefe pits, of which
500 are fent by the canal into Staffordfhire to the potteries, where it is
ufed for the formation of moulds. A confiderable quantity is allo.
ufed for laying floors in buildings. For both thefe purpofes a previous
«<alcination is neceffary, after which the addition of water makes it fet
firm and folid. In its native ftate, this fubftance is called gypfum
and alabafter, and when wrought, takesa high polith, and is ufed for
wrnamental works. The calcined gypfum is ufed for all the purpofes of

M 2 plafter
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plafter of Paris, and is fometimes mixed with lime in making the fines
kinds of mortar.

Lime-flone.—The extent of country which yields this ftone has been:
already mentioned. Its qualities are various. At Buxton, Peak-foreft,
and Stony-Middleton,, it is of a light grey, and when burned is mucly
ufed in agriculture.  For this purpofe much is difpofed of in the nor-
thern part of the county, and alfo in Chefhire and Lancafhire. = At
Crich are feveral kilns, which burn a lime remarkably white, and much
valued for ceilings and other ornamental purpofes.  This lime-ftone is.
free from metallic particles, and forms a manure for cold lands, whiclt
is reckoned to bring the crops a fortnight forwarder than that which is
darker-coloured. At Ticknal and Kniveton the lime-ftone is very dark;
and fets very flrongly. That of the latter place is thought nearly
equally to the lime of Barrow in Leicefterfhire.. At Hopton is a kind
of a light colour, hard, and abounding with {fma]l fragments of entro-
chi. It is much ufed. for hearths, chimney-pieces, floors, and ftairs

cafes. On Braflington moor a fpecies of a fimilar nature, but fuperior>
quality, has been difcovered.

Marble is found in various parts of the High and Low Peak*: itis
either black or mottled grey. The black abounds chiefly at Afhford ;
it may be had in large blocks, and.is in general very black, clefe, folid,
and capable of a high polith. The mottled grey is found in many
places, but particularly near Money-ath. It has- a great diverfity of
thades, but may be diftinguithed into two kinds; that with a lightith
grey ground, and that with a light blueith ground. The latter is ren-
dered very beautiful by the purple veins that fpread over its furface.

But the chief ornament of the grey marble is the vaft quantity of en-

trochi
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trochi that it contains, the tranfverfe and longitudinal fections producing
an incredible variéty of forms. In general',- the more fuperficial the
beds of marble, the lighter 1ts colour, and the more abundant the en-
trochi.

-

Water-icle or Stalaélite is very common in the Peak, and of a great
variety of colours. They are polithed and ufed for making ornaments
of various figures ; as are likewife the zranfparent calcareous fpars, of
the rhombic kind.

Porcelain Clay, of a delicate white and very fine texture, has been
got from a lead mine near Braflington. What is now dug, is {ent to
the Staffordthire potteries. Pipe-clay is got at Bolfover, where pipes
are made with it, and both it and potter’s clay are found in various other
parts. Rotten-flone is met with near Bakewell, and is much ufed by
the lapidaries of Derby.

Slate.of a grey colouris got in Chinley-hills,. and at Hayfield, .and is
much ufed for covering houfes in that neighbourhood.

Chert is found in ftrata, and may be feen running through the rocks
in the Peak. A large quantity of it is carried from the neighbourhood
of Bakewell into =taffordthire and Yorkthize, where it is ufed in the
manufacturc of earthen ware. Seme kinds of it'are made into mill-

{tones.

Mior-fiene is found in the north-weft part of the county, and the eaft

moor. Mill-ftones are made of it on Kinder-fcout, and in the parifh
of
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of Eyam. Free-flone is found in various places, and fome of the finef}
houfes in Derbyfhire have been built with it.

A fpecies of pyrites got near Dronfield is ufed for the production of
copperas, but in no great quantity.

Black wad.—This earth, which on analyfis is found to be chiefly
compofed of iron and manganefe, is met with principally at Elton near
Winfter. After calcination it is ufed as an oil colour in houfe and fhip
painting. It is chiefly employed for the latter purpofe, and thereis a
confiderable demand for it in the royal navy.

Medicinal Waters.—Derbyfhire abounds beyond moft counties with
mineral and medicinal waters ; they are of various kinds, warm, cold,
faline, calcareous, fulphureous, and chalybcate. Some of the moft
noted, which come within the limits of this work, will be particula-

rized hereafter.

CIVIL avp ECCLESIASTICAL DIVISION.

In the Roman times, Derbythire formed part of the country of the
Coritani ; in the Saxon, part of the kingdom of Mercia. It is divi-
ded into fix hundreds ; the names of which are,

High Peak hundred, in the north-wett,
Scar/dale hundred, in the north-eaft.
Wirkfworth wapentake, in the weft.
Appletree bundred, in the wefl.
Morleflon bundred, in the eaft.
Repington bundred, in the fouth.

Thefe are faid to contain 11 market towns, and about 440 hamlets.
2 The

Lo
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The number of inhabitants in the year 1788, from the moft accurate
inquiry that could be made, was 124,465 ; of houfes, 25,642. An
eftimate made in the late reign reckons the inhabitants at 126,900, but
there are good grounds for fufpecting its accuracy, as population feems
in moft parts to have Eeen increafing. Derbyfhire pays fix parts of
the land-tax, and provides 560 men to the national militia.

Some remains of the ancient civil policy of the county ftill appear,
the court of the duchy of Lancafter, and the Peverel court, being of
this kind. The honor of Tutbury and the hundred of Appletree be-
long to the former; and courts are regularly held, called three weeks
eourts, for the honor, at Tutbury, and for the hundred, at Sudbury.
The Peverel courts are held at Basford near Nottingham. A confidera-
ble number of townfhips belong to each of thefe. The courts of High
Peak and the wapentake of Wirk{worth have already been mentioned,
. as regulating the mineral concerns of thofe parts. With refpeét to its

common judicature, Derbythire is included in the midland circuit.

Derby, the capital, is the only parliamentary borough in the county.

It fends two members to parliament, and the county two. more.

In its ecclefiaftical concerns, it formsa part of the diocefe of Litch-
ficld and Coventry, and is divided into one archdeaconry, and five

deanries, which are the following :

ARCHDEACONRY OF DERBY.

Deanry of Aftborne.,
— of Caftiliar.
———of Cheflerfield.
| Deanry
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Deanry of Derby.
rgf Rf_ﬁfﬂgmﬂ.

Its parochial chuirches, from the beft inquiry, -amount to 116; ite
chapels, of which two are extra-parochial, to 71. There are 39 meet-
ing-houfes of different denominations of Diffenters.

IV =—General
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IV.—General Account of the WEST-RIDING or
| YORKSHIRE.

THE great county of York is divided into three diftricts called

Ridings, the Eaft, Weft, and North, of which the two latter
have each the magnitude of a large county. A confiderable part of the
Weft-Riding coming within the limits of the prefent undertaking, it
has been thought proper to prefix to the account of the particular places,
a general defcription of the diftrict itfelf.

“The Weft-Riding of Yorkfbire is bounded to the north by the North-
Riding, the river Ure making part of the divifion ; to the eaft, by the
Ainfty Liberty, and by the Eaft-Riding, the rivers Wharf and Oufe be-
ing the limits, and alfo by the counties of Lincoln and Nottingham ;
to the fouth, by Derbyfhire and Chefhire; to the weft, by Lanca-
fhire and Weftmoreland. Its length, if meafured from north-weft to
fouth-caft, exceeds go miles, upon an average breadth of about 40. It
i:*; computed to contain 2450 fquare miles, or 1,568,000 flatute

aACrcs,

RIV ERS,

A number of rivers take their courfe through it, the principal of
which terminate in the Oufe.

N The
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The Nidd, rifing in Nidderdale or Netherdale foreft, paffes Paitley-
bridge, Ripley, and Knarefborough, and joins the Oufe a few miles
above York.

The Wharf takes its rife in Langfterdale Chace, and pafling by
Otley, Harewood, Wetherby, and Tadcafter, empties into the Oufe
ncar Cawood.

The Aire deriving its fources from about Malham moor, flows near
Skipton and Keighley ; thence to Leeds, below which it is joined by
the Calder, and they pafs on together by Ferry-bridge and Snaith, to
the Oufe near Howden.

The Calder rifes in the hills on the Lancafhire border, weft of Hali-
fax, and after receiving the Co/n from Huddersficld, flows by Wake-
field to its junction with the Aire.

The Don or Dun rifes near the Chefhire border weft of Penifton,
which place it paffes, and being augmented by many fmall fireams
from the Derbyfhire border, flows to Shefficld, where it receives the

Sheaf. Thefe together run by Rotherham and Doncaflter to meet the
Oufe a little above its opening into the Humber.

'The Ribble coming down by Settle, and joined by the Hodder from
Bolland foreft, takes its courfe weftward into Lancafhire.

'I.‘hf:i'-:: numerous rivers beftow beauty and feﬂiiity on the wales
through which they flow, and afford, along with the navigable canals,
the
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the advantage of water carriage to the bufy manufa@uring towns on
their banks,

FACE'OF THE COUNTRY.

The face of the country is in many parts ftrongly irregular. In the
weftern and northern divifions a confiderable portion is hilly and moun.

tainous, but interfeted with numerous vales rich in the fineft grafs.

The hills of Ingleborough, Whernfide, and Penigent, to the north and
north-weft of Settle, rank among the higheft mountains of South-Bri-
tain. In their neighbourhood are various caverns and other natural cu-
riofities belonging to.a mountainous country. One of the moft noted
of thefe is Malham-cove, a kind of amphitheatre of fmooth perpendi-
cular lime-ftone, 288 feet high in the centre from its fummit to its bafe.
On the top of the moor on which the cove is fituated is an elevated lake
called Malbam-tarn, of clear and very cold water, abounding in trout.
It difcharges itfelf by a fubterrancous paflage into the river Aire, of
which it forms the head. Gordal-fear in its neighbourhood forms a
deep and romantic bed for the river, through which it rolls in a grand
cafcade, over-hung by rugged rocks above 1oo feet high, projecting
above their bafes till they almoft meet at top.  Near Chape/-in-the-dale,
on the north fide of Ingleborough, are other remarkable pits or caverns,
containing within them pools of water and cafcades, giving birth to
~ fubterraneous ftreams which at length burft out to day. 'The river Rib-
ble near its erigin in thefe parts tumbles into a deep cavern, and is loft
in the bowels of the mountains for three miles, when it emerges and
makes its way to Settle. Many other romantic feenes are met with in
this part of the diftrict, which is a favourite fpot for botanifts on ac-
count of the number of rare and curious plants it contains.

N 2z The
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The greater part of the Riding, however, is a flat country, with
ne other elevations than fuch as ferve to vary the profpect. Towards
the border of Lincolnfhire, and the lower part of the Oufe, are large
tracts of marfh, which have been drained by canals and dykes, firft
made in the reign of Charles I.  Hatfield moor or chace, and Thorne

wafte, contain the principal part of thefe lands.

The whole cultivated part of the Riding is almoft completely en-
clofed with ftone dikes and hedges, kept in excellent order ; and there
are few open fields, except where the land is common or wafte.

SOIL.

The nature of the foil in this extenfive tradt differs greatly. There
are all kinds, from deep ftrong clay, and rich fertile loam, to the pooreit
peat carth, and it is not afcertained which fort prevails moft. Much
ground, originally barren, has been rendered productive by vicinity to
great towns, and fuperior culture. In general, it may be faid that a large
proportion is of a quality favourable to the purpofes of hufbandry. By
a calculation made, it, however, appears, that the wafte lands in this
Riding amount to 405,272 acres, of which it is computed that 265,000
are capable of cultivation, or of being turned into pafture, while the
reft are incapable of improvement, except by planting,

CLIMATE.

The climate is, in general, moderate. The mountainous parts in

the weft are colder and more fubject to rain than the others. 'The moft
eaftern parts are fomewhat damp and fubject to fogs from their low
fitvation near the great rivers, and they are lefs healthy,

The
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AGRIGULTURE.

The hufbandry of the Weft-Riding is very different in different parts ;
in general, it may be diftributed into the following {yftems. 1ft. The
pafture lands, where grafs is the chief object, and cultivation by the
plough is only a fecondary concern. The parts of the Riding in which
this fyftem prevails are, at leaft, one-third of the whole. From Ripley
to the weftern extremity almoft all the good land is in grafs, and corn
is raifed only upon the inferior foils, and in fo fmall a quantity, that a
ftack of corn is a rare object. Upon the higher grounds in thefe parrs
are immenfe tracts of wafte, which are generally common among the
adjacent pofleflors, and are paftured by them with cattle and fheep.
Some of them are ftinted paftures, but the greater part are under no li-
mitation, and in confequence, the ground is exhaufted and the ftock

poor.

adly. The lands adjoining the manufacturing towns. The greateft
part of thefe are occupied by perfons who do not follow farming
as a bufinefs, but regard it only as a matter of convenience. The
manufacturer has his enclofures, in which he keeps milch cows for the
fupport of his family, and horfes for the conveyance of his goods.
Much ground under thefe circumftances is not kept under the plough,
yet more corn comparatively is raifed than in the divifion before de-

{cribed.

3dly. The parts in which tillage is principally attended to, and grafs
is confidered only in connexion with the beft corn-hufbandry. If a
line be run from Ripley fouthward by Leeds, Wakefield, and Barn{-
ley, to Rotherham, the greateft part eaftwards of it, to the banks of

the
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the Oufe, is employed in raifing corn. About Boroughbridge, We-
therby, and Selby, one half of the fields is ‘under the plough ; further
{fouth, about Pontefra¢t, Barnfley, and Rotherham, two-thirds; and
to the eaftward of Doncafter, to Thorn and Snaith, three-fourths.
There is not much wafte in this divifion, and what there is appears ca-
pable of great improvement.

athly. The common fields. Thefe are fcattered over the whole of
the laft divifion, but are moft numerous in the country to the eaftward
of the great north road, from Doncafter to Boroughbridge. In all
thefe there is room for much {ubftantial improvement by better modes
of culture.

sthly. The moors. Thefe, befides the large tracs in the firft divi-
fion, moftly lie in the fouth-weft parts of the Riding, above Penifton
and Shefficld. Upon them fheep are chiefly bred, which are fold to
the graziers in the lower parts. A great part of them is common.

STATE OF PROPERTY.

A confiderable part of the landed property of the Weft-Riding is in
the hands of fmall frecholders and copyholders ; but there are likewife
a great number of extenfive proprictors. Few of the latter refide upon
their eftates, at leaft for a confiderable part of the year, and the ma-
nagement of them is chiefly committed to ftewards and faGors. The
greater part of the farms are comparatively fmall ; many on the arable
lands under go acres, and none above 300 ; and they are ftill fmaller in
the grafs divifion. Moft of the land is fet without leafe, or the occu-
piers are removeable at fix months warning—a practice very difcoura-

ging
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ging to improvements in agriculture. Some of the proprietors who
are fenfible of this, grant leafes from three to twenty-one years.

MANURES.

Befides thofe in common ufe in other parts, the farmers employ
ground bones, horn fhavings, and rape duft.

PRODUCTS.

The corn raifed is of all kinds according to the foil ; but the whole
quantity grown in the Weft-Riding is much fhort of the confumption.
‘Fowards the banks of the Oufe a good deal of flax is grown. The
turnip hufbandry prevails over a great part of the Riding, but the
mode of cultivation would admit of improvement. The artificial
graffes are laid down with red and white clover, fain-foin, and hay
feeds. Winter tares are fown in many parts. Pontefract has long been
famous for the culture of liquorice, A great deal of oak and ath wood
is grown in the Riding, which meets with a ready fale at the towns.

Not many horfes are bred except in the eaftern parts. Thofe in the
weftern are generally fmall, but hardy, and capable of undergoing great
fatigue. Of neat cattle there are four differént breeds. 1. The fhort-
horned kind, which principally prevail on the eaft fide of the Riding,
and are diftinguifhed by the name of the Durham, Holdemnefs, or
Dutch breed. 2. The long-homed or Craven breed, either bred and
fed in the weftern parts, or brought from the neighbouring part of
Lancathire. 'Thefe are a hardy kind, and fit to endure the viciffitudes
of a wet climate. 3. A crofs between the two former breeds, whicl

makes the beft kind of all. A great number of milch cows of this.
I kind.
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kind are kept about Nidderdale, and are both ufeful and handfome.
4. Scotch cattle, which are bruught in great numbers into the county
to be fed, and produce the beft beef in the markets. The graziers in
Craven are very large dealers in this branch of bufinefs.

Of fheep there are a great many kinds both bred and fed; but that
which appears to have been the native breed is met with upon the moors
in the weftern part of the Riding, and is ufu:;lll:,r called the Penifton
breed, from the name of the market town where they are fold. They
are horned, light in the fore-quarter, and well adapted for fecking
their living in a hilly country. When fat, they weigh from 14lb. to
15lb. per quarter. They are a hardy kind of fheep, and when brought
down to the lower paftures fatten kindly, and prove excellent mutton.
Wool of all forts meets with a ready fale in confequence of the manu.

factures of the county.
MINERALS.

Coals are cheap and plentiful throughout moft parts of the Riding,
an advantage ineftimable to a manufacturing diftrict.  Stone for build-

ing and various other purpofes is every where at hand in the hilly parts.

There are {everal mineral waters in this Riding, of which the moft
noted is the fulphurcous water of Harrowgate, much reforted to in cu-
taneous and cacheétical complaints, and ufed both for drinking and

bathing. There is alfo a chalybeate {pring at the fame place, and ano-
ther at Thorpe Arch in confiderable repute. At Knarefborough is a

noted petrifying fpring called the dropping well ; and near Settle is one
of the moft remarkable ebbing and flowing wells in the kingdom.

CIVIL
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CIVIL anxp ECCLESIASTICAL DIVISION.

The Weft-Riding of Yorkthire is for the moft part divided into Wa-
pentakes, but alfo contains fome detached diftriéts. The names of the
divifions are as follows :

Agbrigg Wapentake, Skyrack Wapentake, Liberty of Cawood,
Barkfion Afh ditte, Staincliffe ditto, - Wiftow, and Ottley,
~ Claro ditto, Staincrofs ditto, Liberty of Rippon,
Ewerofs ditto, Strafforth and Tickhil Doncafter Soke,
Morley ditto, ditta, Leeds Borough.

Ofgoldnefs ditto,

- Within thefe limits are contained twenty-nine market-towns, and five

.

parliamentary boroughs,

Ecclefiaftically, this Riding is within the province and diocefe of
York, and forms an archdeaconry, called the

ARCHDEACONRY OF YORK, or WEST-RIDING,
divided into the following deanries :

Craven,

Doncafter,

Pontefract,

City of York and Ainity, (not in this Riding.)

Rippon, within the Archdeaconry of Cleveland, is a peculiar jurif-
«diction. -

Q : V.—G:*ﬁ}mf
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V.—General Account of the NoRTHERN PArT oF
STAFFORDSHIRE.

THE northern portion of the county of Stafford forms a broad angle,

of which the eaftern fide joins to Derbythire, and the weftern to
Chefhire. The greater part of it confifts of a tract called the Moor-
lands, a region in general hilly, fteril, and open, compofing the fouth-
ern extremity of the mountainous ridge which divides the north of
England. Its height is fhown by the number of ftreams which take

their rife in 1t, moit of which flow fouthwards.

RIVERSE.

‘The Trent, generally accounted the third river in England for length
of courfe and quantity of water, rifes near Biddulph towards the Che-
fhire border, out of New-pool, and two fprings flowing from Mole-.
cop, many more little fprings foon contributing to form it intaa ri-
vulet, It paffes not far from Newcaftle, and vifits. Trentham, where
it diftinguithes itfelf by its proper name. Its further courfe paffes.
out of our Eirc:uit, through a great part of Staffordfhire, the fouthern.
end of Derbyfhire, almoft the whole of Nottinghamfhire, and termi-

nates in the Humber.

‘The Churnet, formed by a conflux of two principal branches near
Leck, themfelves compofed of many moorland ftreams, takes a fouth-
eaftern courfe to join the Dove a little to the north of Utoxeter.

Further
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 Further to the north-eaft, the two mountain rivulets, Hamps and
Manifold, come down to the neighbourhood of Wetton, where, on an
extenfive and romantic common, they both fink into the earth, and
rife again conjoined, three miles below, in llam gardens, and foon
empty themfelves into the Dove. This fubterrancous tranfit is defcribed
by that celebrated poet Dr. Darwin, in a paflage glowing with images
of nature and fancy, from which we fhall copy only the natural

P@lﬂf

Where Hamps and Manifeld, their cliffs among,
Each in his flinty channel winds along ;
With lucid lines the dufky moor divides,

Hurrying to intermix their fifter tides.
» * - - ® - - L L 3

* ® * * # ® ¥ "= -

Three thoufand fteps in fparry clefts they ftray,

Or feek thro’ fullen mines their gloomy way ;

On beds of Lava fleep in coral cells,

Or figh o'er jafper fith and agate fhells.

Till where fam'd flam leads his boiling floods

Thro’ flowery meadows and impending woods,
Pleas’d, with light {pring they leave the dreary night,
And 'mid circumfluent furges rife to light ;

Shake their bright locks, the widening vale purfue,
Their fea-green mantles fring'd with pearly dew ;

In playful groups by towering Thorp they move,
Bound o'er the foaming wears, and rufh into the Dove.

Botan, Gard, Part I1.

The Dove rifes near the northernmoft point of the county, in the
very bordering line of Derbyfhire, and flowing fouth-caftwards, makes
the limit of the two counties as far as its junction with the Trent below
Burton. ‘The channel of the Dove has a great declivity, and in many
places tumbles over the rocks in cafcades, Its water has a greyith caft,

] owing
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owing to the particles of limeftone it brings down with it, whereby,
in its flood, it imparts great fertility to the meadows on its banks, fo
as to have given rife to the old proverb,

In April, Dove's flood
Is worth a king's good.

After it has received the Churnet, this colour is almoft wathed away,,

and the meadows below are lefs diftinguifhed for fﬁrtilit}r.

All the above-mentioned rivers {fpring out of the Moorlands ; but
one which has its fource within our circuit, rifes weft of the Trent,
near the Chefhire border : this is the Sow, the head of which is near
Great Madeley, between Betley and Newcaftle. It runs acrofs the
county by Stafford, and mixes with the Trent above Burton.

FACE OF COUNTRY axp SOIL.

'The northern part of Staffordfhire exhibits a variety of country, but
it is chiefly characterized as a hilly tract, with interjacent vales, and
bleak extenfive moors. Its general elevation above the fouthern parts.
of the county may be eftimated at from 100 to 200 yards ; but it has
fome diftinguifhed eminences of much. more confiderable height. The
hill called Bunfler, near Ilam, is calculated to rife 1200 feet above the
level of the Trent; and the Fever hills, and fome of the other moor-.
land peaks, 1500 feet. A pretty extenfive part of the moorlands is
upon 2 lime-ftone bottom. This portion reaches in length from the
Wever hills to Longnor, and in breadth from the Dove to the pa-
rallel of Morredge. In this, the quantity of lime-ftone is inexhaui-
tible, lying in many places in ftrata of immenfe thicknefs. The

Wever
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Wever hills are vaft heaps of this ftone, and are covered with a rich
calcareous, loamy earth, which bears a fine turf, They are enclofed
in large tracts by ftone walls, which are almoft the only boundaries in
this part of the county. The fall even from the foot of thefe hills to
the Dove and Churnet is very great, and thofe rivers are very rapid.
The hill of Bunfler is alfo a caleareous rock, and vaft precipices from
it overhang the Dove. The ridge of this mountain terminates in {fome
places in conical fugar-loaf peaks of bare lime-ftone. Mill-dale, near
Alftonfield on the Dove, is a long narrow glen of great depth, the
fides of which confift of perpendicular lime-ftone precipices, which
nearly equal in height the breadth of the dale. The vale in which
the Manifold runs is extremely romantic, and contains a curious exca-

vation in the fide of a precipice called Thyrfis’s Cavern

The country weft of the lime-ftone is generally fandy or gravelly
clay, or grit-ftone rock, and is the worft part of the moorlands. Its
furface is uneven, and large tracts of wafte land, though on elevated
fituations, are mere peat bogs or moffes. Large quantities of peat are
eut upon Mirredge and Axedge, which is fpongy and retentive of
moifture. The Cloud Heath, High Forefft, Leek Frith, and Mole Cop,
are fimilar pieces of ground. But the fummits of fome of the hills
are rocky cliffs, particularly thofe called Leek rocks or roches, and Ip-
Slome cliff5, which are compofed of huge piles of rugged rocks, heaped
upon ecach other in a tremendous manner. Leek rocks confift of
a coarfe fandy grit; thofe of Ipftones are gravel or fand, and fmall
pebbles cemented together. Many of the cliffs overhang fteep preci-
pices ; and large maffes detached from them are fcattered on the moors
around. To the fouth of thefe, between Oak-moor and Cheadle, are
Commons or waftes, confilting of an immenfe number of rude heaps of

: 3 gravel
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gravel upon an under-ftratum of foft fandy rock, thrown confufedly
together into all forts of fantaftical forms.

Between Mole-cop and Newcaftle the country does not merit the
name of Moorlands, but is various in appearance, divided by quickfet
hedges and trees, and refembling other cultivated tracts. The foil is
generally cold and fhiff. Towards Betley the foil is a mixed gravelly
loam, with an underftratum of fand, gravel, marl, or grit. It pro-
duces fine timber trees, and is equally fit" for pafture and arable. Be-
tween Betley and Newcaltle is a good deal of light land. 'To the
fouth of the road towards Ecclefhall, is a ftronger foil of friable clayey

or marly loam, intermixed with peat and poor land on the eminences.

CLIMATE.

"The climate of the north of Staffordfhire is cold and wet, like that
of the adjacent parts of Derbyfhire and Chefhire ; fnow lies long in the
Moorlands, and the weft wind feldom fails to bring rain.

AGRICULTURE axp PRODUCTS.

The Agriculture of this diftrict is not entitled to particular obferva-
tion. The Moorlands are chiefly devoted to the feeding of fheep and
cattle ; the arable being a {mall proportion, and the grain produced,
almoft folely oats and barley. The principal manure ufed is lime.
The fheep are of two kinds: thofe on the eaft Moorlands are white-
faced and polled, with long or combing wool ; upon the lime-ftone
bottom they are ftrong and heavy, and are thought to be the moft va-
luable breed on wafte land in the county. Thofe upon the waftes in
the weft part of the Moorlands, and on the grit and gravel bottom,

are a much inferior fort, and feem to have originated from the ancient
Moorland
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Moorland breed, continued without attention. They have fome white,
fome grey or dark faces, with legs generally of the fame colour ; fome
are with, and fome without horns ; and their fleeces are too coarfe for
clothing, and too fhort for combing wool. The cattle of the long-horned
kind are of a good fize and form, and thrive better on the fhort grafs of
the lime-ftone hills than might be fuppofed. They are {uperior to the
breeds in the fouthern part of the county. Thofe fed on the Dove
and the other rivers are in high efteem. On the weftern fide a mixture
of arable and pafture prevails, and the products are the ufual ones of
that part of the kingdom.

MINERALS.

The mineral productions of this tra¢t are various and important.
The hill of Mole-cop, of which part is in Chethire, and part in this
county, has been already noticed as yielding ftone of feveral kinds, par-
ticularly excellent mill-ftones. Lime-ftone is common in the Moor-
lands, and alfo on the weftern fide, near Madeley. Great quantities
of lime are burned upon Caldon. Low, and in the neighbourhood of
the Wever-hills.. Clays of various fpecies and colours, fome tenacious,
fome friable, are found in great quantity near Newcaftle, and have
given rife to the potteries of that diftrict, which are of ancient ftand-
ing. Coals abound in moft parts, of which. a fingular kind, called
peacock coal, from the prifmatic colours appearing on its furface, is dug
‘at Handley-green.  This diftrict poffefles the ores of iron, copper, and
lead. Iron-ftone is met with plentifully to the weft of Newcaftle : it
is fmelted at the Madeley furnaces, and yields a cold-fhort metal.,
Lead-ore is got not far from thence, which is ufed at the potteries.. A
copper mine is wrought at Mixon, near Leck ; but the principal in
thefe parts is that at Ecton-hill, in the parith of Wetton,, belonging to

the
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the Duke of Devonfhire. The hill in which the mine is fituated is

conical, and rifes 700 feet above the river Dove which flows at its foot.
Its diameter is about half a mile. The mine was worked in the laft
century, but after fome years was negleted as unprofitable. About
thirty-five years ago it was re-opened by a Cornifh miner, and fome
adventurers at Afhborne took a leafe of it, and expended 13,000/, In
{earching for ore without fuccefs. At length, after making a fhaft 200
yards deep, they came to vaft beds of the ore, which repaid their coft.
The leafe has fince fallen to the Duke, and it is faid to have cleared
annually from 8000 to 10,000/, ; but to be now lefs productive than
formerly. More than 300 perfons, men, women, and children, are
employed in the works ; the men in digging, the women and chil-
dren in breaking and picking the ore. On the oppofite fide of the hill
.a lead mine has been difcovered, which pmmiil't:s to be valuable,

Staffordfhire was part of the country inhabited by the Roman Gvel
aavit, Under the heptarchy it belonged to the Mercian kingdom. It
is now, as to its civil jurifdiction, comprifed within the Oxford circuit ;
and with refpect to its ecclefiaftical, within the diocefe of Litchfie/d and
Coventry. It is divided into five hundreds, of which about half of
that of Totmanflow in the north-eaft, and a fmaller portion of that of
Pyrebill in the north-weft, are included within the limits of this work.

VI.—.Account
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V1.—Aecount of RIVER and CANAL NAVIGATIONS.

TI—IE great advantages accruing to trade from water-carriage have at

all times been well known to commercial nations; and in pro-
portion as this ifland has advanced in manufactures and commerce, '
- plans for connecting the internal parts of the country with the fea-ports
by means of navigations have been encouraged and multiplied. It was
natural, that extending and improving the navigation of rivers thould
be the firlt expedient thought of for this purpofe ; and many projects
of this kind were brought to effect in this kingdom, before the more
expenfive and artificial conftruction of canals was ventured upon. As
our fea-ports are for the moft part fituated at, and indeed formed by,
the mouths of rivers, which nature has made capable of admitting vef-
fels to a certain diftance up their channels ; the extenfion of this natural
navigation by deepening their beds and removing obftacles has gene-
zally been attempted.

The port of Liverpool, at the mouth of the river Merfey, obvioufly
depends for its confequence upon the facility of communication that
«<an be eftablithed with the interior country ; and, on the other hand,
the cheap conveyance of the yarn, cotton, and other raw materials to
Manchefter and its neighbourhood, and of the wrought goods to a
port for exportation, is of cvident importance to the interefts of the
manufacturers. By the affiftance of the tide, which flows with rapidity
up the channel of the Merfley, veflels were enabled, without any arti-
ficial help, to navigate as far as the neighbourhood of Warrington.

P To



106 ACCOUNT OF RIVER AND

To render the higher parts of the river, through its communicating
branch the Irwell, acceflible to veflels as far as Manchefter, was an
improvement, which could not fail of fuggefting itfelf to the cnhght-
ened inhabitants both of Manchefter and Liverpool.

IRWELL awp MERSEY NAVIGATION.

In the year 1720 an A& of Parliament was obtained, empowering
certain perfons in each town (but moft of them refident in Manchefter)
to make navigable the rivers Irwell and Merfey from Livm"pucrl to Man-
chefter—{o the words of the a@ run ; but as it is mentioned in the act,
that the Merfey is already navigable from Liverpool to Bank-key near
Warrington, and asall the ftipulated demand for tonnage 1s confined to
the navigation between that place and Manchefter, it appears that the un-
dertakers meant only to employ themfelves in the improvement of the
upper part of the river. This has been effected by the ufual contri-
vances of wears, locks, &c. and the very winding courfe of the river
has in feveral places been corrected by cuts acrofs the necks of the
principal bends, 'The want of water in droughts, and its too great
abundance in floods, are circumftances under which this, as well as
moft other river-navigations, has laboured. It has been an expenfive
concern, and has, at times, been more burthenfome to its proprietors
than ufeful to the public. At prefent it is managed in a {pirited and.
intelligent manner, and proves an ufeful addition in water-carriage to.

the rival canul-navigmicn._

WEAVER NAVIGATION..

In the fame ycar, 1920, an important acceffion was obtained to the-
internal communications of the port of Liverpool, by an a¢t for making |
navigable
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navigable the river Weaver, from Frodfham bridge, which is near its

conflux with the Merfey, up to Winsford-bridge beyond Northwich.

This aét appointed certain perfons to be undertakers and truftees of
the propofed navigation, with power to borrow a fum of money to be
advanced by other perfons named, at five per cent. intereft, and one
per cent. for the rifk, payable out of the firft rates and duties accruing
from the tonnage. If this fum fhould prove infufficient, the under-
takers were empowered to borrow more, fecured in the like manner.
After all the borrowed money, and all cofts and charges fhould be
fully repaid, the clear produce of the rates and duties was directed to
be applied towards amending and repairing the public bridges in the
county of Chefter, and fuch other public charges as the juftices in quar-
ter feflions fhould appoint; as alfo to the repair of highways leading
from the falt-works to the river, and of other highways in the county.
The fum at firft thought fufficient to complete this work was goool. ;
but in an aé to explain and amend the former, paffed in 1759, it ap-
pears that a debt of 20,000/, had been contracted, the greateft part at
five per cent. and the reft at four and half, fecured by mortgages on the
rates and duties of the navigation. This debt has now for fome years
been paid off, and a large annual balance is produced in favour of the
undertaking. The annual income of the navigation is about 8coo/,
In the year ending April 1794, the amount of cafual profits and whar-
fage was 286/. g5. 7d.; of tonnage, 8736/. g9s. 81d.; and notwith-
ftanding a large fum expended in new improvements, befides the ufual
repairs, there was paid to the County Treafurer for public purpofes
g3000/. The Jength of this navigation is twenty miles. It has a fall
of 45 feet 10 inches, divided between ten locks. The rate of tonnage
dimited by the act is not more than one fhilling per ton for all goods

| what«
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whatfoever, and this is the charge now made for moft goods. There
are about 120 veffels conftantly employed on the navigation, from go
to 100 tons burthen, The kind of goods carried are principally white.
and rock falt downwards ; and coals and fome merchants goods (but
the latter to no confiderable amount) upwards.. The rock falt comes.
from the pits at Northwich ; and its cheap conveyance to Liverpook
has proved of material benefit to that port, by fumifhing a profitable
article for loading or ballaft to outward-bound fhips. The coal is
brought from Lancafhire, and fupplies a large tra¢t of the internal
parts of Chefhire.

The principle upon which this work was undertaken, (almoft the
only one of the kind which can be called a pué/ic work,) and the fuc-
cefs with which it has been attended, feem to entitle it to particular
notice.

DOUGLAS NAVIGATION.

While the Merfey and its communicating rivers were thus objects of’
commercial {peculation, another ftream had its fhare of attention.
The neighbourhood of Wigan is particularly rich in coal, and the little
river Douglas flows from that town to the eftuary of the Ribble, A
year before the above-mentioned aéts were obtained, viz. in 1719, an:
act paffed for making the river Douglas, alias Afland, navigable from
the river Ribble to Wigan. By means of this undertaking (which was
not effected till 1727) the northern parts of Lancathire, and even.
Weftmoreland, which produce no coal of their own, were fupplied
coaft-wife with this neceflary article ; and the lime-ftone and flate of
thofe parts were brought back in return.

i The
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The Douglas navigation has fince been purchafed by the proprietors
of the Leeds and Liverpool canal, who have in part fubftituted an arti-
ficial cut to the natural channel of the river..

AIRE, CALDER, anp DUN NAVIGATIONS..

Confiderably before this period, the clothing country of Yorkfhire
had applied its rivers to the purpofes of water-carriage. An aé for
making navigable the rivers Aire and Calder to Leeds and Wakefield,
pafled in the year 1699, and various extenfions and improvements in
this navigation have been fucceflively made: and in 1725, another river
in the Weft-Riding, the Dun, was made navigable from Doncafter to.
the diftance of two miles from Sheffield..

Various other projects of river navigations were fet on foot during
the firft half of this century in Lancathire and Chefhire, fome of
which, however, were never carried into execution. One of thefe
abortive fchemes was that of making navigable Woriley brook, to its.
junction with the Trwell, for which an act was obtained in 1737. It
is worth mentioning only as the parent in defign of the duke of Bridge-
water’s firft canal..

SANKEY CANAL.

But an undertaking particularly deferving of notice took place in the
year 1755, which, underthe general powers of an act for making na-.
vigable a river, in reality gave rife to the firft canal-navigation made in.
England. In that year an act pafled, by which certain undertakers were:
authorized to make Sankey brook or river navigable from the Merfey,.

which it joins about two milcs below Warrington, up its three branches ;.
ViZ..
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viz. to Boardman's ftone bridge near St. Helen's, on the fouth branch ;
to Gerrard’s bridge on the middle branch ; and to Penny bridge on the
north branch.  From Sankey bridges to the ftone bridge next above the
mouth of Holme-mill-brook, was to be a new canal not communica-
ting with Sankey brook. The owners of Sankey quays upon the old
natural navigation of the brook from the Merfey were not to be preju-
diced by the erection of quays or warchoufes interfering with them.
The new navigation was to be entirely free and open upon the payment
of ten-pence per ton tonnage to the undertakers. They were empow-
ered to extend the navigation 8co yards from the three bridges before-
mentioned, as they found it convenient.

In a fubfequent act granted in the year 1761, it is fpecified in the
preamble, that the navigation is completed from the loweft lock on San-
key brook to Gerrard’s bridge and Penny’s bridge; but that in neap
tides the navigation is rendered impracticable for want of water in the
brook. ‘The undertakers are therefore empowered to make a canal to
be begun within 250 yards from the loweft lock, and carried to the
Merfey at a place called Fiddler’s ferry. This new part is about one
mile and three quarters in length ; and in confideration of it the under-
takers are empowered to levy two-pence per ton more tonnage. The

diftarice above the three bridges to which they are allowed to extend

the navigation, is enlarged to 2000 yards.

The prefent ftate of the canal is as follows :—It runs entirely fepa-
rate from Sankey brook, except croffing and mixing with it in one
place about two miles from Sankey bridges. Its length from Fiddler’s
ferry to the place where it feparates into three branches is 9] miles.
From thence it is carried to Penny bridge and Gerrard’s bridge without

going
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going further ; but from Boardman’s b ride it runs nearly to the limits
of 2000 yards, making the whole diftance from the Merfey 112 miles..
There are eight fingle and two double locks upon the canal, and the
fall of water is about 60 feet. The chief article carried upon it is
coal, of which, in the year 1771, by an account given in to Parlia-
ment, there were taken to Livcrpo::ul 45,568 tons, and to Warrington;
Northwich, and other places, 44,152 tons.  There are, befides, {late
brought down, and corn, deal balk, paving and lime-ftone carried up.

This navigation is never obftructed by floods, and feldom for any

Iength of time by froft ; upon an average perhaps about a week every
winter. The higheft {pring tides rife within a foot of the level of the
€anal at the loweft lock. Loaded veflels are generally neaped about

three days, but unloaded, can pafs to or from the river at every tide.

The old lock by which it at firft communicated with Sankey brook.
ftill remains, but is feldom ufed, unlefs when a number of veflels are
about entering from the Merfey at once, in which cafe fome of the

hindmoft fometimes fail for Sankey brook in order to get before the

others..

This canal has proved very beneficial both to the public and the un=
dertakers. Some of the firlt collieries upon its banks are worked ot,
but others have been opened. Its bufinefs has been increafed by the
large copper-works belonging to the Anglefea company, ereéted on one
ef its branches, and by the plate-glafs manufacory and other works
founded near it, in the neighbourhood of the populous town. of St.
Helen’s.. Its original {furveyor was Mr. John Eyes..

Dvxe:
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Duvke or BRIDGEWATER’s CANALS.

Thofe magnificent plans which have rendered the name of the Duke
of Bridgewater {o celebrated in the hiftory of canal-navigation, com-
menced in the years 1758 and 1759, when adts were paffed enabling
him, firft, to carry a canal from Worfley to Salford, and alfoto Hollin-
ferry on the Irwell ; and fEt:undI}r, to deviate from that courfe, and
carry his canal from Worfley acrofs the river Irwell to Manchefter,
through the townfhip of Stretford. Poflefling an extenfive property
at and near Worfley, rich in coals, which could not by land carriage
be conveyed to Manchefter fo advantageoufly as thofe from the pits on
the other fide of that town, the Duke was naturally led to confider of
a better mode of conveyance. The formerly projected, but unexe-
cuted, fcheme of making navigable Worfley brook to the Irwell, evi-
dently fuggefted the defign; but the original and commanding abilities
of his engineer, that wonderful felf-inftructed genius Fames Brindley,
pointed out a much more eligible mode of effecting his purpofe, than
by means of the waters of a winding brook, fubject to the extremes of

overflow and drou ght.

This firlt undertaking was marked with the features of greatnefs.
At its upper extremity in Worfley it buries itfelf in a hill, which it
enters by an arched paffage, partly bricked, and partly formed by the
folid rock, wide enough for the admiffion of long flat-bottomed boats,
which are towed by means of hand-rails on each fide. This Paﬁitgt
penetrates near three quarters of a mile before it reaches the firft coal-
works. It there divides into two channels, one of which goes 500
yards to the right, and the other as far to the left, and may be conti-

nued
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nued at pleafure. In the paffage at certain diftances air funnels are cut
through the rock, iffuing perpendicularly at the top of the hill. 'The
arch at the entrance is about fix feet wide and about five in height from
the furface of the water. [t widens within, {o that in fome places the
boats may pafs each other. To this fubterrancous canal the coals are
brought from the pits within the bowels of the hill in low waggons
helding about a ton each, which, as the work is on the defcent, are
eafily puthed or pulled by a man along a railed way to a ftage over the
canal, whence they are fhot into one of the boats. Thefe boats hold
feven or eight tons, and feveral of them being linked together, are eafily
drawn out by the help of the rail to the mouth of the fubterrancous pai-
fage, where a large bafon is made, ferving as a dock. From hence
they are fent along the canal to Manchefter, in ftrings drawn by a horfe

or two mules.

It was the principle of this, as it has been that of all Mr. Brindley’s
canals, to keep on the level as much as poflible ; whence it has been
neceflary to carry them over the roads or ftreams upon arches after the
manner of an aqueduct, and to fill up vallies by artificial mounds for
their conveyance, as well as to cut down or bore through hills. The
moft firiking of all the aqueduct works is in this firft canal, where it
paffes over the navigable river Irwell at Barton bridge. The aqueduct
begins upwards of 200 yards from the river, which runs in a valley.
Over the river itfelf it is conveyed by a ftone bridge of great ftrength
and thicknefs, confifting of three arches, the centre one fixty-three feet
wide and thirty-eight feet above the furface of the water, admitting
the largeft barges navigating the Irwell, to go through it with mafts
and fails ftanding. The fpectator was, therefore, here gratified with
the extraordinary fight, neverbefore beheld in this country, of one vef-

Q_ fel
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fel failing over the top of another ; and thofe who had at firft ridiculed
the attempt, as equivalent to building a caftle in the air, were obliged
to join in admiration of the wonderful abilities of the engineer, from
whofe creative genius there was fearcely any thing within the reach of
poflibility which might not be expected. This work is not the proper
place for details of thofe admirable contrivanees, in which every depart-
ment in the making of his canals have abounded. They have intro-
duced numerous improvements into the practice of fimilar works, and
have received many additions from other ingenious perfons, among
whom the duke of Bridgewater’s fteward, Mr. Gilbert, merits a dif-
tinguithed place.

This canal, after pafling Barton bridge, was conveyed on the level,
with great labour and expenfe, in a circuitous tra&t of nine miles, to
Caftlefield adjacent to Manchefter. The moft remarkable part of its
courfe is that where it croffes the low grounds near Stretford upon a
vaft mound of earth, of great length, the conftruction of which exer-
cifed all the inventive powers of the conductor. At its termination it is
fed by the river Medlock, and in order to keep up the water to a proper
height, and prevent a fuperabundance of it in time of floods, a large
circular wear is -conftru¢ted, having in its centre an aperture, or fwal-
low, which conveys the fuperfluous water by a fubterranean paffage into
the brook below. Another wear of a fimilar kind is formed at Corn-
brook, three miles further. By the act for making this canal, the
Duke was limited to a rate of tonnage not exceeding twoand fix-pence
per ton, and was bound to fell his coals at Manchefter and Salford for
no more than four-pence per hundred. On the execution of the under-
taking, the poor of thofe towns were benefited by a reduction in the
price of coals of one half of what they before paid, and vaft quantities

I were
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were taken away by them from the wharf in Cafllefield, in wheel-bar-
rows, at three-pence halfpenny per hundred. i

But before this firft defign was completed, a much greater and more
important plan had opened itfelf to the Duke: which was an extenfion of
his canal by a branch which, rtlnﬁing through Chefhire parallel to the
river Merfey, thould at length terminate in that river below the limits of
its artificial navigation, and thus afford a new and rival water-carriage
from Manchefter and its vicinity to Liverpool. The execution of this
bold idea was authorifed by an a& of parliament obtained in 1761,
which enabled the duke of Bridgewater to make a canal from Longford-
bridge in the townfhip of Stretford, to the river Merfey, at a place
called the Hempftones in the townfhip of Halton. It was oppofed,
but ineffe@ually, by the proprictors of the old river-navigation, on
‘which its operation could not but be highly injurious, however benefi-
cial it might be to the public. This canal, which is more than twenty-
nine miles in length to its termination at Runcorn-gap, (which place
was preferred to the Hempftones on account of the fuperior advantage
it offered in entering the mouth of the canal at neap tides) was finifhed
in five years. It is carried acrofs the Merfey by an aquedué-bridge
fimilar to that over the Irwell at Barton, but lower, as the Merfey is
not mwigable in that part. Further on, it alfo crofles the {fmall river
Bollin, which, running in a tract of low meadows, has made a mound
in that part neceflary for the conveyance of the canal, of a height,
breadth, and length, that forms a fpectacle truly ftupendous. The
principle of keeping the: level has been rigoroufly purfued, in defiance
of expenfe and difficulty, for the whole length of the canal, till it is
brought in full view of the Merfey at Runcorn. There it is precipi-
tately lowered ninety-five feet in a chain of locks, of admirable con-

Q 2 ftruction,
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ftruction, furnithed at different heights with capacious refervoirs of
water, in order to fupply the wafte incurred by the paflage of veflels.

When the duke of Bridgewater undertook this great defign, the price
of carriage on the river-navigation was twelve fhillings the ton from
Manchefter to Liverpool, while that of land-carriage was forty fhillings
the ton. 'The Duke’s charge on his canal was limited ro fix fhillings,
and together with this vaft fuperiority in cheapnefs,. it had all the {peed
and regularity of land-carriage. The articles conveyed by it were
likewife much more numerous than thofe by the river-navigation: be-
fides manufactured goods and their raw materials, coals from the Duke’s
own pits were depofited in yards at various parts of the canal, for the
fupply of Chefhire; lime, manure, and building materials were car-
ried from place to place; and the markets of Manchefter obtained a
fupply of provifions from diftri¢ts too remote for the ordinary land
conveyances. A branch of ufeful and profitable carriage hitherto
fcarcely known in England, was alfo undertaken, which was that of
paffengers.  DBoats on the model of the Dutch treckfchuyts, but more
agreeable and capacious, were fet up, which at very reafonable rates and
with great convenience carried numbers of perfons daily between Man-
chefter and the principal extent of the canal. All thefe objeéts of
traffic on the new canal became more and more confiderable with the
increafing trade of Lancathire ; but other circumftances alfo greatly

npcratcd in its favour.

TRENT axp MERSEY COMMUNICATION.

There is a period in which the mind of man, rouzed to attend to
any particular fubject, whether of art, fcience, or regulation, is irre-

fiftibly
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fiftibly impelled to proceed in its career ; and this crifis was now arrived
with refpect to the internal communication between the different parts

of this kingdom by means of navigable canals,

As early as the year 1755, the corporation of Liverpool, (which,
perhaps, has diftinguithed itfelf beyond any other fimilar body in the
kingdom for a liberal and fpirited attention to commercial improvement)
employed two perfons, Mr. Taylor of Manchefter, and Mr. Eyes of
Liverpool, to take furveys with a view of determining the practicabi-
]it}; of joining the river Trent with the Weaver or Merfey, and thus
opening an inland communication between the great fea-ports of Liver-

pool and Hull. It was propofed that this navigation fhould go thrnugh

- the counties of Nottingham, Derby, Stafford, and Chefter ; and on an

accurate furvey the defign was reported to be practicable. The late
Mr. Hardman, an intelligent merchant of Liverpool, and one of its
reprefentatives in parliament, was the chief promoter of this furvey.
Another furvey, under the patronage of the prefent marquis of Staf-
ford, and the late lord Anfon, was made in 1758 by Mr. Brindley,

and afterwards revifed by him and Mr. Smeaton jointly ; and their

hpiuions were equally in favour of the projected undertaking. An

union with the river Severn and port of Briftol alfo became part of the

defign, which thus embraced the vaft idea of connecting almoft all

the midland counties of England with each other, and with the diffe-

rent feas, h'}' a chain of water communication. In the two plans of-
fered to the public for effecting this purpofe, one of the principal dif-
ferences confifted in the manner of communicating with the Merfey.
One propofed doing this by terminating the canal in the navigable river
Weaver at Winsford-bridge : - the other, by terminating it in the duke
of Bridgewater’s canal at Prefton-brook. The latter, which was Mr.

4 Brindley’s
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Brindley’s plan, was preferred, apparently on reafonable grounds, as it
afforded a dire®@ communication with Manchefter, without the inter-’
vention of a fingle lock. In December 1765, a numerous meeting of
land-owners and perfons concerned in trade held at Wolfeley-bridge in
Staffordfhire, agreed upon an application to parliament for leave to
bring in a bill for making a navigable canal from the river T'rent near
Wilden-ferry in Derbyfhire, to the river Merfey near Runcorn-gap ;
and the bill was accordingly brought in and paffed in 1766.

GRAND TRUNK CANAL.

This canal which, by its planner, was ingenioufly termed the grand
trunk, (in allufion to the main arterj of the body from whence branches
are fent off for the nourithment of the diftant parts) and which is com-
monly known by the name of the Staffordfbire canal, takes its courle from
north-weft to fouth-eafl, acrofs the county of Chefter, and thence acrofs
Staffordfhire beyond its middle, when, turning fhort in a north-eaftern
direction parallel to the Trent, it accompanies that river into Derby-
fhire, and enters it near the place where the high road from Derby to
Leicefter crofles the Trent over a bridge, fubftituted to the former Wil-
den-ferry. In length it is ninety-three miles. Its fall of water from
its greateft elevation at Harecaftle-hill, is 326 feet on the northern fide,
and 316 on the fouthern ; the former effected by thirty-five locks, the
latter by forty. Six of the moft fouthern locks are fourteen feet wide,
adapted to the navigation of large barges, and one of the northern is
of the fame width. The common dimenfions of the canal are twenty-
nine feet breadth at the top, fixteen at the bottom, and the depth four
feet and a half; but in the part from Wilden te Burton, and from Mid-
dlewich to Prefton-on-the-hill, it is thirty-one feet broad at the top,

eighteen
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eighteen at the butm}n, and five and half deep. ‘The canal is carried
over the Dove in an aqueduct of twenty-three arches, the ground being
raifed to a confiderable height for the fpace of a mile and two furlongs.
Over the Trent it is carried by an aqueduct of fix arches of twenty-
one feet fpan each ; and over the Dane, on three arches of 20 feet {pan.
There are befides near 160 lefler aqueducts and culverts for the convey-
ance of brooks and fmall ftreams. The cart brid ges ereted over it are
109 ; the foot bridges eleven.

For the fake of preferving a level as much as poffible, the hills and
elevated grounds in the courfe of the canal have been pierced by five
tunnels. Of thefe, that through the mountain at Harecaflle is the
principal, and has proved a work of vaft labour and expenfe, in con-
fequence of unforefeen difficulties. Its length is 2880 yards, with a
width of nine feet, and a height of twelve, lined and arched with
brick ; and it runs more than feventy yards below the furface of the
earth. The other tunnels are at Hermitage, 130 yards ; at Baraton, in
Grtat Budworth parith, 560 yards; at Saltenford in the fame parifh,
gso yards ; and at Preffon-on-the-bill, 1241 yards. Each of thefe is
feventeen feet four inches high, and thirteen feet fix inches wide. The
boats employed upon the canal carry about twenty-five tons, and are
drawn by one horfe. The tonnage paid to the proprictors for the
liberty of navigating is three-halfpence per mile.  This great work
was br.gun on July 17th, 1766. It was carricd on with great {pirit
by Mr. Brindley while he lived, and was finifhed by his brother-in-
law, Mr. Henfhall, who put the laft hand to it in May 1777.

Soon after this canal was undertaken, Mr. Brindley planned and
exccuted a canal from the Grand Trunk at Haywood, to the river Severn

ncar
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near Bewdley ; thus completing the communication between the three
principal ports of the kingdom, (after London) thofe of Briftol, Li-
verpool, and Hull, and all the inland country lying between them.

As the Staffordfhire canal, or Grand Trunk, has a peculiar connec-
tion with the country which is comprized within the circuit of this
work, it will be proper to ftate the chief fources of employment which
it was expected to open, and the greater part of which have in effeét
accrued to it.  They may be diftributed into three heads : 1ft. Natural
products of the adjacent traéts of country.—a2dly. Produéts of culti-
vation and manufacture.—3dly. Imported raw materials and objects of

gcncml commerce.

From Northwich to Lawton in Chefhire lies a vaft bed of rock falt,
eftimated at forty yards in thicknefs, which, befide being purified for
home and foreign confumption, might, were liberty obtained for fuch
ufe, be employed to great advantage in “agriculture and feveral of the
arts depending on chymiftry. At prefent, indeed, the Weaver naviga-
tion conveys to Liverpocl all the rock falt wanted at that port ; but the
pofleffion of fuch a ftore on the banks of this canal may reafonably be

accounted an advantage for futurity.

The hill called Mole or Mow-cop near Lawton, contains feveral
ufeful kinds of flone enumerated in the general account of Chethire.
‘Thefe are already carried to great diftances by land-carriage, and of courfe
muft be conveyed by the much cheaper medium of canal-navigation to
the various parts near its courfe. Several other valuable fpecies of ftone
are met with near the canal ; as a fine free-ftone near Wolfeley-bridge,
and near Burton upon Trent ; a whole mountain of lime-ftone near the

termination
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mination of the canal, on which the village of Breden in Leicefterfhire
is built; lime-ftone quarries of note at Tickenhall in Derbyfhire, and
at Barrow in Leiceflerfhire ; gypfum or alabafter at Clay-hill. At
~ Rudgeley is found the curious kind of coal called cannel, as well as other
fpecies of coal ; and it is fuppofed that a {ubterrancous can:l, like that
~ of the duke of Bridgewater at Worfley, might be carried to the under-
ftrata of the mines, at the fame time laying them dry, and affording a
conveyance for their contents. Marl in large quantitics would be thrown
out in digging the canal, ar!ul might eafily be procured clofe to its banks ;
whence this, as well as other manures, will be cheaply conveyed along

the courfe of the navigation to the lands which want it.

That kind of iron ore which is called iron ftene, proper for making
~ cold-fhort iron, is contained abundantly in many parts of the country
through which the canal runs. This has been found of great ufe for
mixing with the red iron ore of Cumberland, in manufacturing the beft
tough iron, and has been conveyed by land-carriage to the Weaver in
large quantities, in order to be fhipped for the north for that purpofe.
It is to be prefumed that greater quantities of it will be fent by the
cheaper ccnve}'an.ce of the canal. Various other mineral products from
~ diftri¢ts more remote may probably find their way to this navigation,
which will carry them to works where they may be ufefully employed.

- With refpeét to the products of culture, corn deferves the firft confi-
deration. 'The mutual advantage of conveying the products of the
‘agricultural counties to the markets of the manufacturing tgwns, which
can only be fed by means of diftant {upplies, and are enabled to pay
the beft prices, is obvious; and a cheap conveyance of the fuperfluity
of plentiful years to the fea-ports for exportation is alfo a matter of

v R great
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great confequence to the farmer. The Staffordfhire and duke of Bridge-
water’s canal have derived a large fhare of their employment from the
tranfport of articles of provifion, fome of which have been carried in
quantities beyond all previous calculation. Timber growing in the in-

g, cord-wood for char-

terior country, efpecially oak for fhip-buildin
coal, oak-bark for tanning, madder and woad for dying, muft alfo
from certain diftances be brought to the canal for conveyance to the
places of demand. The cheefe of Chefhire deftined for the fupply of
Lancathire, as well as part of that intended for London, will naturally
go by this road; as well as the manufactured fakh of that county for
the ufe of the inland diftricts.

Of manufactures properly fo called, the pottery wares, bricks, tiles,
&c. of Burflem and the other villages in Staffordfhire employed in that
trade, being commodities of great weight in proportion to their value,
will moft certainly take the benefit of a canal running through the midft
of them, and communicating with fuch an extenfive tract of country
as well as with the fea-ports. The fame may be faid in fome degree of
the heavy metallic manufaétures carried on to fuch prodigious extent in
Birmingham, Walfall, Wolverhampton, Dudley, &c. from whence
the grand trunk receives communicating branches. The manufactures
of Manchefter rather concern the duke of Bridgewater’s and the other
Lancafhire navigations; but thofe of Derby, Nottingham, and Lei-
cefter will find their cheapeft conveyance to Liverpool along the grand
trunk. ‘The ale of Burton, fo much valued for exportation, may alfo

be fent to Liverpoel by its means, as it bas been to Hull by the Trent.

As to raw materials for the fupply of manufaltures, the flint ftones
and pipe-clay brought from vaft diftances coaft-wife to the ports for the

ufe
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ufe of the Staffordfhire potteries, and to which, from their fmall value,
the price of carriage is of peculiar confequence, cannot but afford an
abundant fource of employment to the canal, to the mutual benefit of
the carriers and manufacturers. Birmingham and its neighbourhood
will alfo receive part of their fupply of metals by the fame conveyance.
Of other imported goods, fir timber for building, mahogany for cabi-
net work, wine, fpirits, and heavy groceries, will be fent from the
feazports to the interior country along this and its communicating

canals.

To this view of the expeted and experienced benefits arifing to the
undertakers of this great {cheme of inland navigation, and to the pub-
lic, it is proper to add, that the {yftem of communication has fince
been rendered more complete by the junction of a branch pafling from
the great trunk to Coventry, with another proceeding from Oxford di-
rectly northwards through Oxfordfhire and Warwickthire. Thus the
firlt of our rivers, the Thames, and the firft of our ports, that of the
metropolis, have been added to the comprehenfive chain of canal-navi-
gation ; and it cannot be doubted that fuch an acceflion muft be felt
through every part of it. We fhall now return to the limits of our own

“circle, to mark all the undertakings of this kind within its boundaries
which fucceeded thofe of the duke of Bridgewater and of the Staf-
fordfhire company.

‘LEEDS anp LIVERPOOL CANAL.

A navigation between the eaftern and weftern feas by means of the
rivers Aire and Ribble, had for many years been thought of as a prac-
ticable and ufeful work, and fome endeavours had been ufed to draw
the public attention to it, but ineffectually. At length, the fuccefs of

- R 2 the
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the duke of Bridgewater’s canals excited Mr. Longbotham in 1767 to
conceive the defign of making a communication between Leeds and the
port of Liverpool by fimilar means ; and having made a furvey of the
interjacent country, with plans and eftimates of the propofed work, he
produced them before various public meetings in Yorkfhire and Lan-
cafhire, at which they were approved. Mr. Brindley was called in to
determine on the {cheme ; and after furveying all the tract pointed out
by Mr. Longbotham, he made his report in its favour at two numerous
meetings held at Bradford and at Liverpool in December 1768, The
plan was there adopted, and an act for carrying it into execution was
obtained in the beginning of 1770, and the work was begun in the lat-
ter end of the fame year.

This defign was the greateft and moft adventurous that had then, or
has fince, been undertaken. The great direct diftance between the two
extremities, much augmented by the very winding courfe which the
nature of the country demanded ; together with the high elevation of the
tract on the borders of the two counties, which the moft circuitous
courfe could only in part avoid ; rendered the work fo difficult and ex-
penfive, that nothing but the extraordinary zeal with which fchemes of
this kind now began to be purfued, could have {timulated the perfons
concerned to put it into execution, The whole length of the courle
from Leeds to Liverpool is 107 miles and three quarters : the fall from -
the central level is on the Lancafhire fide 525 feet; on the Yorkfhire, 446
feet. Its courfe is {cen on the map. It may in general be remarked, that on
the Liverpool fide after making alarge circuit round Ormfkirk, it croffes
the river Douglas, and proceeding north-eafterly, runs for fome miles
parallel and ncar to the Ribble, then follows the courfe of the Lanca-
thire Calder, which it croffes and re-croffes, till it arrives at its head in

2 the
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the great bafon of Fouridge, near Pendle-hill and the town of Colne.
Thence, declining on the Leeds fide, it runs north-eaftward to the
banks of the Aire near Gargrave, which river it croffes, and afterwards
clofely accompanies in its whole courfe to Leeds, pafling the towns of
Skipton and Bingley. Of the two fide-branches, that to Wigan is
upwards of feven miles and a half, with a fall of thirty-fix feet ; that
to Bradford is a lictle more than three miles, with a fall of eighty-feven

feet fix inches.

On a curfory furvey of the tra&t of country through which this canal
pafles, it will probably appear not extremely inviting to fuch an under-
taking upon the whole; it is but lightly peopled ; and though the great
towns at the oppofite extremities abound in objects of commercial im-

portance, yet their connection with each other is not very intimate,

- mor does it feem likely to be much promoted by fuch a circuitous com-

munication. Coal and lime-ftone are the chief natural products of

the intermediate country ; and as the diftri¢ts abounding in the one often

. want the other, a confiderable tranfport of thefe articles on the canal

may be expelted, as well as of other ufeful kinds of ftone found in
quarries near its ‘courfe. That confiderable benefits will accrue to the
the country, from the canal, cannot be doubted ; in particular, agricul-
tural improvements of its wafte and barren tracts by means of the cafier

conveyance of lime and other manures may certainly be expected.

That part of the canal which goes from Liverpool to the Douglas,
and thence, by a collateral branch (fubftituted to the old Douglas na-
vigation) to Wigan, was finifhed with great celerity, and has proved of
great advantage to the proprietors, and to the town of Liverpool, by
the new and plentiful fupply of coals it has brought, which have caufed

a con-
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a confiderable exportation of that commodity from thence. The part
adjacent to Lecdswas likewife foon finifhed to the extent of feveral
miles. By anotheract paffed in 1783, liberty was obtained by the propric-
tors to purchafe the Douglas river-navigation ; and by a third in 1790,
a power was given to raife an additional fum of money, and alfo to

make a variation in the courfe of the canal.

A further and much more confiderable varation in the courfe of
the canal, projecied in confequence of the interference of the new
Lancafter canal, was permitted by an act paffed in May 1794. By this
a deviation begins from Barrowford in the townfhip of Whalley, and
taking a more fouthern line than the former, pafles through Burnley,
Accrington, Blackburn, Chorley, Adlington, Blackrod, Weft Hough-
ton, Ince, and fo to Wigan. This line will form a longer and more
circuitous courfe, but will go through the centre of a country full of

manufactures, and abounding in coal.

CHESTERFIELD CANAL.

In 1769 Mr. Brindley furveyed the courfe of an intended canal from
the town of Chefterfield to the river Trent; and in 1770 an aét was
obtained for putting his plan into execution. The traét of the canal
is by Stavely forge and coal-works, to Harthill, which it penctrates by
a tunnel, thence to Workfop, to Retford, where it croffes the Idle,
and at length to the Trent, which it enters at Stockwith, a little below
Gainfborough. Its whole length is forty-fix miles: its rife from Chef-
terfield to Norwood is forty-five feet, and its fall from thence to the
Trent 335 feet, for which it has fixty-five locks. The tunnel at Nor-
wood through Harthill is 2850 yards; and that at Drake-hole 153
yards, ‘The canal was completed fo as to be navigated in 1776 ; but

the
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the expenfe of the work, amounting to 60,000/. was fo much beyond
the eftimate, that fhares felk to a very d-:prtciated value ; and though
they have lately recmfercd themfelves confiderably, they are ftill below
par. 'The principal trade on the canal is the conveyance of coal, got
near Chefterfield, and fent to Workfop and Retford, and by the Trent
to Gainfborough and Lincoln. Lead is the next valuable article, of
which a large quantity, the produce of the Derbyfhire mines, is ex-
ported by its means. Wrought iron, pottery, and a few manufactured
goods arealfo carried downwards upon it. 'The carriage upwards con-
fifts in large quantities of corn, lime, timber, groceries, &c.

CHESTER CANAL.

The ancient port of Chefter had long feen her younger rival, Liver-
pool, opening new fources to herextenfive traffic, without any exertion
to obtain a fhare in fimilar benefits. But in the years 1767, 1769, and
1770, the courfe of a canal from thence to the midland parts of the
county was furveyed by different engineers, and after an unfuccefsful
attempt in 1769, an act was obtained in 1772 for making a navigable
canal from Chefter to the towns of Namptwich and Middlewich, but
with the reftriction, that it thould not at the latter town'join tle Grand
Trunk canal, which flows by it. Such a reftri¢tion, the fruit of a
monopolizing fpirit, though a manifelt difadvantage to the fcheme,
did not prevent the execution of a great part of it. The canal to
Namptwich was completed at the unforefeen expenfe of 80,000/, Its
- length is eightcen miles; its rife from Chefter 170 feet ten inches. For
want of money the branch to Middlewich was never cut; and thus
the principal objects of the undertaking, the carriage of falt from that
place to Chelter, and the communication (though not by abfolute junc-

tion)
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ti:m} with the Grand Trunk, being never effeted, the {cheme has
proved more totally abortive than any other in the kingdom. Its em-
ployment, at prefent, is not fufficient to keep it in repair, and fhares
have been fold at one per cent. of the original coft. ‘There is now,
however, fome profpect of connecting it with the eaftern line of the

newly undertaken Shrew{bury canal, which may give an extenfion to its
bufinefs.

HUDDERSFIELD CANAL 1o THE CALDER.

The manufacturing town of Huddersfield has obtained the advantage
of a communication by canal with the river Calder. In r774 an act
paffed enabling Sir John Ramf{den, Bart. (proprietor of the town of
Huddersfield) to make a canal from the Calder at Cooper’s-bridge,
where the river Colne falls into it, to King’s-mill, near the town of
Huddersfield. This has been executed, and is cight miles in length,
with a fall of fifty-fix feet ten inches divided into nine locks. It opens
a communication with Hull and all its affociated rivers and canals, and

its benefits are manifeft.

LANGLEY-BRIDGE, or ERREWASH CANAL.

Another Derbyfhire canal, which it is proper to mention for the fake
of connetion, though out of the limits of our work, is that called
Langley-bridge or Errewafh canal, In 17775 the owners of the ex=
tenfive coal-mines lying in the fouth-caftern part of the county, ob-
tained an act for making a navigable canal from Langley-bridge to the
‘T'rent oppofite to the entrance of the Soar near Sawley-ferry. It be-
gins in the parith of Heanor, and runs very near and parallel to the

little
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little boundary river Errewafh in the greateft part of its courfe, pal-
fing through the above-mentioned collicries. Its length is eleven miles
and a quarter ; its fall, 108 feet eight inches, by means of fourteen
locks. It furnifhes an additional fupply of coals to the diftricts bor-
dering the Trent.

MANCHESTER, BOLTON, axp BURY CANAL,

The vaft extenfion of the Manchefter manufactures after the peace
of 1783, gave rife to various new fchemes of water communication
between the centre of that traffic and its principal ftations in the fur-
rounding country. The firft of thefe was a canal from Manchefter to
Bolton with a branch to Bury, for which an act was obtained in 1791.
It begins on the weftern fide of Manchefter from the river Irwell, to
which it runs nearly parallel in a northerly courfe, crofling it at Clifton,
and again near Little Lever, where its two branches, to Bolton and to
Bury, feparate. Its total length is fifteen miles one furdong, with a
rife of 187 feet. The country with ahich this canal opens a commu-
mication, abounds in coals, together with other mineral products, which
will by its means obtain a cheap and ealy conveyance to the town and
neighbourhood of Manchefter. Mercantile goods, raw and manu-
factured, mﬁ;.r alfo be expected to afford much carriage in this populous
tract of country.

MANCHESTER, ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE, anp OLDHAM.

In 1792 an adt was granted for making a canal from Manchefter to
Afhton-under-Lyne, and to the neighbourhood of Oldham. This
commences from the caft fide of Manchefter, croffes the Medlock, pafies
Fajrfield, and terminates at Afhton-under-Lyne. At Fairfield a branch

5 goes



130 ACCOUNT OF RIVER AND

goes off to the New Mill near Oldham ; from this there is a-cut to Park
Colliery. 'The whole length of the canal. is eleven miles, and its rife
is 152 fect. Coal, lime, lime-ftone, and other minerals, and manure,
are its principal.objects of carriage, ‘The two above-mentioned under-
takings are ncarly completed. A branch is intended.to go from this
canal to Stockport, a town which has hitherto been fomewhat unac--
countably fruftrated of the benefits- of water communication, though-
an extenfion to it was included in the powers firlt granted to the duke
of Bridgewater.

A conne&ion between Manchefter-and Rochdale by canals has: been
a matter of much difcuffion, and different plans have been . propofed,
and met with-their abettors and. opponents. One of thefe was an ex»
tenfion of the Bury canal, the-diftance from which town to Rochdals
is not confiderable : but this plan was given up for a defign of much.

greater magnitude, which, ineffect, is another junction of the eaft and !
weft feas.

ROCHDALE CANAL..

An-at paffed in April 1794 authorizes the opening of a navigation .
from the duke of Bridgewater’s canal at Manchefter, to the Calder na--
vigation-at Sowerby-bridge near Halifax. Beginning from the fouth-.
welt fide of Manchefter, it leaves that town at the north-eaft corner;
and takes its courfe nearly parallel to the Oldham road as far as Failf-
worth. Here it turns direétly north, and proceeds through the tract of.
coal country about Fox Denton, Chaderton, Middleton, and Hop-.
wood, to a fmall diftance to the. eaft of Rochdale, whence it fends offa
fhort branch to that town. Having paffed Littleborough it gains its head
level about Dean-head. It was originally intended to enter the hillat this

place.-
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place by atunnel, but this is now avoided. Hence it proceeds to 'T'odmor-
den, where it turns north-caft to Hebden-bridge, and then bends fome-
awhat to the fouth-eaft, till it reaches the Calder navigation at Sowerby-
bridge, having during the latter part ofits courle clofely accompanied the-
river Calder. Its whole length from one extremity to the other is thirty-
«one miles and a half; thatof two fhort collateral branches, about a mile
:and quarter. From its head level it falls 275 feet on the Halifax fide :
438 feet feven inches, on the Manchefter fide. In order fully to ob-
wviate an objection which was the caufe of a ftrong oppofition to it—the
-danger of cutting off thofe ftreams which feed the river Irk, by which
the {chool-mills at Manchefter are worked, as well as thofe which feed
the mills on the Roach and Calder—great refervoirs have been made in
the hilly country near different parts of its courfe, abundantly fufficient
to fupply all the wafte of locks or leakage, without borrowing from
any of the above-mentioned ftreams. ‘The advantages ftated to be ex-
pected from this defign, are thofe of a complete canal-navigation from
{ea to fea, a communication of import and export between the ports of
Liverpool, Briftol, and Hull, and the populous and manufacturing
towns of Rochdale, Halifax, Oldham, and their vicinities, and a ge-
neral mutual communication between thefe diftrits and all the other
great manufacturing places vifited by the canals with which this-is me-
diately or immediately connected. The work is at this .time carrying
on-with celerity and fuccefs.

HUDDERSFIELD CANAL To ASHTON.

So active was now become the fpirit of adventure, that another-com-
munication between the two feas, pafling through a line of country
domewhat to the fouth of the former, was undertaken. This is the
Huddersfield canal, the act for which pafled in April 1794. Its two

3 3 extremi-
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extremities are the Afhton-under-Lyne eanal on the weftern fide, and
Sir John Ramfden’s canal to the Calder on the eaftern. Its general di-

rection is north-eaft. From Afhton it takes its courfe parallel to the -

‘Tame, often crofling its windings, by Stayley-bridge, and enters York-
fhire in the manufacturing townfhip of Saddleworth. Arriving at its
head level,. it penetrates the high grounds by a tunnél of three miles
in length, paffing beneath Pule Mofs,. and coming out near Mar{den:
thence it proceeds by Slaighthwaite to Huddersfield, clofely accompa-
nying, and often crofling, the Coln. Its extreme length is nineteen
miles and near three quarters ; its fall from the head level is 436 feet on
the Huddersfield fide, and 334 feet eight inches on the Afhton fide,
Scveral of the little brooks in the hills are widened into refervoirs for its.
fupply of water. This navigation claims fimilar advantages with the
Rur_hdalc canal with refpect to general communication ;. and as it paffes
through one of the moft populous tracts of the clothing country, it may:

expect a proportionate fhare of employment in the export and import .

of raw materials, manufactured goods, and other articles. The fup~
ply of lime to the lands in its courfe is alfo likely to be very beneficial:

in promoting agricultural improvements..

PEAK-FOREST CANAL.

Another nﬂw]}'. Pruj-.:ﬂod t‘ili’lEll, called the Pcak-for{:ﬂ, the aét for:

which pafled in March 1794, will augment the communications of the.
preceding navigation, as well as of the general fyftem. It proceeds:
from Milton near Chapel-le-Frith in the Peak of Derbyfhire, and-en.
tering Chethire near. Whalley-bridge (to which a branch is carried)
crofles its eaftern horn by Difley, Marple, Mellor, and Chadkirk, and
joins the Afhton-under-Lyne canal near Dukinfield-bridge. The great
object of this undertaking is to convey at a cheap rate the lime with

which
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CANAL NAVIGATIONS. 133

which that part of the peak is ftored, to all the country of Chefhire,.
Y:mkﬂﬁre,..and Lancathire, with which the canal communicates.

CROMFORD CANAL.

A new canal, which commences within the limits of our circle in.
Derbythire, begins at Cromford, and running fome way parallel to the
Derwent, paffes Critch Frithley, Todmoor, Heage, and Heynor, and
joins the Errewath canal at Langley-bridge. Its total length is about
fourteen miles, of which the firflt eleven are level ;. the latter three have
a fall of about eighty feet. There is a collateral cut to fome. coal-works
upon the level, about three miles in length, Befides feveral {mall tun-
nels, there is one on this canal of about 2000 yards. By this naviga-
tion a water communication is cftablifhed between the centre of Derby-
fhire and the Trent; and the reciprocal conveyance of coal and other
mineral productions, as well as merchant-goods; to the feveral con-
nected parts,. cannot fail of being highly beneficial to the whole trat.
Some of the moft important articles to be expected, are raw materials to,.
“and manufactured goods from, the very extenfive cotton works of Mr..
.Arkwright at Cromford, near. Matlock, and Holme, near Bakewell ;
M. Strutt’s large cotton factory at Belper ; and another at Wirk{worth ;
 the carriage of pigs of lead from different works ; and the bufinefs of
the iron-forge at Critch-chafe on the Derwent..

While thefe additional communications between the eaft and weft
feas, and different parts of the terjacent country, were projecting, a
new and fingular defign was fet on.foot of carrying a canal from Weft.-

moreland to the centre of Lancathire in a line parallel to the fea-coaft..

LANCASTER CANAL..

The Lancafter canal, for which an act was obtained in 1792; com--

~mences at Kendal, having a feeder from a rivulet about a mile beyond:
' 2 the.
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‘the town. It proceeds directly fouthwards, and enters Lancafhire near
Burton, having paffed under ground for about half a mile, near mid-
way. At Borwick, 2 little fouth of Burton, it finks to its mid-level,
which it preferves for more than forty-two miles, making for this pur-
_pofe a very winding courfe, in fome places approaching almoft clofe to
.the {ea-beach. It croffes the Loyne a little above Lancafter in a mag-
“nificent aqueduct, and pafles by the eaft and fouth of that town., At
“Garftang it crofles the Wyre, and having made a bend weftward, by
which it is brought within two miles of Kirkham, it next paffes the
weftern fide of Prefton, and croffes the Ribble. ‘Afeending then through
.a feries of locks, it eroffes the Leeds and Liverpool canal, and reaches
its higheft level, on which it proceeds a little to the eaftward of Chor-
*ley, acrofs the Douglas, through Haigh, (noted for its cannel pits)
and bending to the calt of Wigan, arrives at its termination at Weft
Houghton. The whole of this courfe is feventy-five miles and upwards
of five furlongs. The fall from Kendal to the mid-level is fixty-five
feet ; and the rife from thence on the fouthern fide, 222 feet. A col-
Jateral cut in the néighbourhood of Chorley is near three miles.in length;
and another near Borwick is near two miles and a half.

The principal obje@s of this canal are to make an interchange of
-product between the coal and lime-ftone countries, and to form a com-
.munication between the port of Lancafter and -the interior parts to the
north and fouth. All the country north of Chorley is deftitute of coal,
with which it has hitherto been fupplied either by a burthenfome land-
carriage, or by a coaft-wife navigation by means of the Douglas canal
to the mouth of .the Ribble. The prefent canal, in its tract from Chor-
Jey to Welt-Houghten, paffes through a country replete with inex-

‘hauftible fteres of .coal of various fpecies, On the other hand, the
countrg
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CANAL NAVIGATIONS.. 135

eountry for fixteen miles to the fouth of Kendal is full of lime-ftone,
af which all the northern part of Lancafhire is deftitute.  The port of
Lancafter, having a large importation of cotton.as well as other foreign
merchandize, will be enabled to convey. its commodities on eafy terms
to various populous and manufacturing places in the courfe of this ca-
nal. A confiderable part of this defign is completed..

ELLESMERE CANAL.

We have only one other navigation to mention, the termination of
which is within our boundaries. It forms a direct junction between
the Severn, and the Dee and Merfey, and‘is commonly called the Ellef-
mere canali The adt for it paflfed in April't793. Taking its rife at
Shrewfbury, it firft bends to the north-weft; pafling near Ellefmere
and Chirk, to the river Dec; which it croffes; and then turning
north-eaft, it goes by Ruabon and Wrexham, to the city of Chefter,
which it paffes on the weft' frde, communicating with' the navigable
channel of the Dee. Hence it takes its courfe acrofs the neck of the
peninfula of Wirral, to the eftuary of the Merfey. The whole¢ length
of this intended canal is fifty-five miles and a half; viz. from the Ses
vern to the Dee at Chefter, forty-feven miles ; from the Dee to the
Merfey, about eight miles and a half.  Several collateral branches are
projected, viz. to Llanymynech, ‘ten miles ; to Whitchurch, fixteen
miles fix furlongs ; to Brumbo collieries, three milés ; to Holt, three
miles and a quarter. It will communicate with many extenfive collieries;
lime-ftone, blue flate, and other quarries, iron-works, and léad-mines:
It will connect three confiderable rivers ; the town of Shrewfbury with
the ports of Chefter and Liverpool, and thefe with each other ; and
will provide a large traét of intermediate country, with all the ufual ad-
vantages of an inland navigation, of which it is at prefent deftitute.

of
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Of the vaft and multifarious defigns above defcribed, which a few
Jlate years have {pread over this tract of country, all may be faid to be
in a flate cither of completion or of progrefs, though in different de-
grees.  Of fome, the immediate benefits are fo apparent, that they have
ftimulated the undertakers to the moft vigorous exertions. Others,
which have great difficulties to encounter, and the objets and advan-
tages of which have, perhaps, not been fo decifively confidered, will pro-
bably require many ‘years for their complete execution ; nor is it un-
likely that various deviations from the original plans may be made du-
ring the progrefs of the works. Competitions and interferences have
arifen between the different undertakings, in proportion as the number
of them has increafed, by which the profpects of advantage which at
firft offered themfelves to the projectors have materially altered. In
particular, the moft extenfive of all the defigns, the Leeds and Liver-
pool canal, fince its commencement, has felt the rivalry of two nearer
communications between the eaft and weft feas, and of a readier con-
veyance of coal from the middle to the northern parts of Lancafhire;
.on which account a confiderable variation of its courfe has been pre-

pofed, as already mentioned.

Meantime, the prodigious additions made within a few yearsto the
dyftem of inland navigation, now extended to almoft every corner of
¢he kingdom, cannot but imprefs the mind with magnificent ideas of
the opulence, the fpirit, and the enlarged views which characterize
‘the commercial intereft of this «country. Nothing feems too beld for
it to undertake, too difficult for it to atchieve; and fhould no external
changes produce a durable check to the national profperity, its future
progrefs is beyond the.reach of calculation. Yet experience may teach
ais, that the fpirit of projet and fpeculation is not always the fource

of
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CANAL NAVIGATIONS. 137

of folid advantage, and poflibly the unbounded extenfion of canal na-
vigation may in part have its fource in the paffion for bold and preca-
rious adventure, which fcorns to be limited by reafonable calculations
of pr;:rﬁt. Nothing but highly flourifhing manufactures can repay the
vaft expenfe of thefe defigns., The town of Manchefter, when the
plans now under execution-are finifhed, will probably enjoy more va-
rious water-communications than the moft commercial town of the
Low Countries has ever done. And inftead of cutting them through
level tracts, fo as only to make a wider ditch, its canals are carried
over mountainous diftricts, where the fole method of avoiding the dif-
ficulties of fteep afcent and defcent, has been to bore through the very
heart of hills, and navigate for miles within the bowels of the earth.
At the beginning of this century it was thought a moft arduous tafk to
make a bigh road practicable for carriages over the hills and moors
which feparate Yorkfhire from Lancathire ; and now they are pierced
through by three navigable canals! Long may it remain the centre of a
trade capable of maintaining thefe mighty works !

It has been thought proper to add to this chapter fome plates illuf-
trative of canal navigation, with their explanations, from Mr, Phillips’s
Hiftory of Inland Navigation.

DescrirTION of Plate I which fhews the PLaN, Se. of a Lock for
a CANAL,

The upper water of the canal,
Lower ditto.
Chamber of the lock.
The platforms on which the upper gates arc hung.
7y E. The

POR >

-
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E. The lower ditto, fhewing the manner of conftruction.

F. Sluices through which the water paffes into the chamber, to mife
it equal with the upper level.

G. Paddles in the gates, to reduce the water to the lower level..
There is a chain-bar, run with lead in a courfe of ftone, fet at water

level.

Plate II. thews a defign for an aqueduét which croffes a river the width
of the three centre arches; and, to occupy the remaining {pace ufefully,

the extreme arches are converted into warehoufes.

a. The river. b. Thecanal. ¢. Towing-path. d. Warchoufes.
e. Abed (technically a punn) of clay, to prevent the water weeping
through the arches. f. The canal continued by embankment.

Plate HI. Elevation, &ec. of a bridge.

a. The canal. b. Plan of the foundation. c¢. Towing-path under
the bridge. d. Plan of the fuperftructure. |

Alo, a canal in its courfe often divides lands with which fome com-
munication is neceflary for the purpofes of hufbandry. The eafieft
method is thewn on plate 1V. This is called an accommodation bridge.
It hangs by large hooks and eyes, or hinges, and is worked up and
down with eafe, by means of the balance poles. This view alfo fhews
a towing-path gate, which is ufed for dividing grounds, and is hung

fo as always to fall to.

A bio-
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CANAL NAVIGATIONS. 139

A biographical account of the late celebrated Brindley properly be-
longs to this work, as he was born within the limits of its inquiries ;
but from the intimate connection between his life and the fyftem of
«canal navigation, it is imagined that fuch an account will be read with
more intereft and advantage in this place, than where it would have
come in according to the order of the work.

ACCOUNT or Mr. BRINDLEY.

James BrinpLEY was born at Tunfted in the parith of Worm-
hill, Derbyfhire, in 1716. His father was a fmall frecholder, who
diffipated his property in company and field-amufements, and neglected
his family. In confequence, young Brindley was left deftitute of even
the common rudiments of education, and till the age of feventeen was
cafually employed in ruftic labours. At that period he bound himfelf
apprentice to one Bennet, a mill-wright, at Macclesfield, in Chefhire,
where his mechanical genius prefently developed itfelf. The mafter being
frequently abfent, the apprentice was often left for weeks together to
finifh pieces of work concerning which he had received no inftruétion ;
and Bennet on his return was often greatly aftonithed to fee improve-
ments in various parts of mechanifim of which he had no previous
conception. It was not long before the millers difcovered Brindley’s
merits, and preferred him in the execution of their orders to the mafler
or any other workman. At the expiration of his fervitude, Bennet be-
ing grown igto years, he took the management of the bufinefs upon

Ty himfelf ;
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himfelf ; and by his fkill and induftry contributed to fupport his old

mafter and his family in a comfortable manner.

In procefs of time, Brindley fet up as-a mill-wright on his own ac-
count, and by a number of new and ingenious contrivances greatly im-
proved that branch of mechanics, and acquired a high reputation
in the neighbourhood. His fame extending to a wider circle, he was
employed in 1752 to ereét a water-engine at Clifton, in Lancathire,
for the purpofe of draining fome cozl-mines. Here he gave an eflay of
his abilities in a kind of work for which he was afterwards fo much
diftinguithed, driving a tunnel under ground through a rock nearly 600
yards in length, by which water was bmughf out of the Irwell for the
purpofe of turning a wheel fixed thirty feet below the furface of the
carth. In 1755 he was employed to exccute the larger wheels for a
filk mill at Congleton ; and another perfon, who was engaged to make
other parts of the machinery, and to fuperintend the whole, proving
incapable of completing the wark, the bufinefs was entirely committed
to Brindley ; who not only executed the original plan in a mafterly
manner, but made the addition of many curious and valuable improve-
ments, as well in the conftruction of the engine itfelf, asin the method
of making the wheels and pinions belonging to it. About this time,
too, the mills for grinding flints in the Staffordfhire potteries received

various ufeful improvements from his ingenuity,

In the year 1756 he undertook to erect a fleam-engine upon a new
plan at Newcaftle-under-Line ; and he was for a time very intent upon
a variety of contrivances for improving this ufeful piece of mechanifm.
* But from thefe defigns he was, happily for the public, called away
to take the lead in what the event has proved to be a national con-

1 cexn
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cemn of capital importance—the projecting the fyftem of canal naviga-
tion.— The duke of Bridgewater, who had formed his defign of carry-
ing a canal from his coal-works at Worfley to Manchefter, was in-
duced by the reputation of Mr. Brindley to confult him on the execu-
tion of it; and having the fagacity to perceive, and ftrength of mind
to confide in, the original and:commanding abilities of this felf-taught
genius, he committed to him the management of the arduous undertaking.
The nature and progrefs of this enterprife have already been defcribed ;
it is enough here to mention, that Mr. Brindley, from the very firft,
adopted thofe leading principles in the projecting of thefe works, which
he ever afterwards adhered to, and in which he has been imitated by all
fucceeding artifts. To preferve as much as poflible the level of his
canals, and to avoid the mixture and interference of all natural {ftreams,
were objects at which he conftantly aimed. To accomplifh thefe, no
labour and expenfe was fpared ; and his genius feemed to delight in
overcoming all obftacles to them by the difcovery of new and extra-
ordinary contrivances.

The moft experienced engineers upon former fyftems were amazed
and- confounded at his projects of aqueduct bridges over navigable
rivers, mounds acrofs deep vallies, and fubterraneous tunnels ; nor
could they believe in the practicability of fome of thefe fchemes ull
they faw them effeted. In the execution, the ideas he followed were
all his own ; and the minuteft, as well as the greateft, of the expedi-
ents he employed, bore the ftamp of originality. Every man of ge-
nius is an enthufiatt. Mr. Brindley was an enthufiaft in favour of the
fuperiority of canal navigations above thofe of rivers ; and this triumph
of art over nature led him to view with a fort of contempt the winding
ftream, in which the lover of rural beauty fo much delights. This

{enti-
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fentiment he is {3id tohave exprefled in a ftriking mannet at an exami-
nation before a committee of the Houfe of Commons, when on being
afked, after he had made fome contemptuous remarks relative to rivers,
what he conceived they were created for :—he anfwered, ¢ To feed
** navigable canals.”—A direct rivalry with the navigation of the Ir-
well and Merfey, was the bold enterprize of his firft great canal ; and
fince the fuccefs of that defign, it has become common all over the
kingdom to fec canals accompanying with infulting parallel the courfe
of navigable rivers.

After the fuccefsful execution of the duke of Bridgewater’s canal to
the Merfey, Mr. Brindley was employed in the revived defign of car-
rying a canal from that river to the Trent, through the counties of
Chefter and Stafford. This undertaking commenced in the year 1766 ;
and from the great ideas it opened to the mind of its conductor, of a
fcheme of inland navigation which fhould connect all the internal parts
of England with each other, and with the principal fea-ports, by means
of branches from this main ftem, he gave it the emphatical name of
the Grand Trunk. In executing this, he was called upon to employ
all the refources of his invention, on account of the inequality and va-
rious nature of the ground to be cut through : In particular, the hill of
Harecaftle, which was only to be paffed by a tunnel of great length,
bored through ftrata of different confiftency, and fome of them mere
quickfand, proved to be a moft difficult as well as expenfive obflacle,
which, however, he completely furmounted. While this was carrying
on, a branch from the Grand Trunk to join the Severn near Bewdley
was committed to his management, and was finithed in 1772. He
alfo executed a .canal from Droitwich to the Severn; and he planned
the Coventry canal, and for fome time fuperintended its execution, but

2 an
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on account of fome difference in opinion, he refigned that office. The
Chefterfield canal was the laft undertaking of the kind which he con-
ducted, but he only lived to finith fome miles of it. There was,
however; fcarcely any defign of canal-navigation fet on foot in the
kingdom during the- latter years of his life in which he was not con-
fulted, and the plan of which he did not either entirely form, or revife
and improve. All thefe it is needlefs to enumerate ; but as an inftance
of the vaftnefs of his ideas, it may be mentioned, that on planning a
canal from Liverpool to join that of the duke of Bridgewater at Run-
corn, it was part of his intention to carry it by an aqueduct bridge acrofs
the Merfey, at Runcorn-gap, a place where a tide fometimes rifing
fourteen feet rufhes with great rapidity through a fudden contraction of
~ the channel. As a mechanic and engineer he was likewife confulted on
other occafions ; as with refpect to the draining of the low lands in
different: parts of Lincolnfhire and the ifle of Ely, and to the cleanfing
of the docks of Liverpool from mud. He pointed out a method which
has been fuccefsfully practifed, of building fea-walls without mortar ;
and he was the author.of a very ingenious improvement of the machine
for drawing water out of mines by the contrivance of a lofing and a

gaining bucket,

The intenfity of application which all his various and complicated
employments required, probably fhortened his days ; as the number of
his undertakings, in fome degree, impaired his ufefulnefs.  He fell into
a kind of chronic fever, which, after continuing fome years with little
intermiffion, at length wore out his frame, and put a period to his life
on September 27th, 1772, in the 56th year of his age. He died at
Tumhurft, in Staffordfhire, and was buried at New Chapel in the fame

.ﬂﬂ"u.l'l.{}' P
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In appearance and manners, as well as in acquirements, Mr. Brind-
ley was a mere peafant. Unlettered and rude of fpeech, it was eafier :
for him to devife means for executing a defign, than to communicate
his ideas concerning it to others. Formed by nature for the profel-
fion he aflumed, it was there alone that he was in his proper element ;
and fo occupied was his mind with his bufinefs, that he was incapable
of relaxing in any of the common amufements of life. As he had not
the ideas of other men to affift him, whenever a point of difficulty in
contrivance occurred, it was his cuftom to retire to his bed, where in
perfect folitude he would lie for one, two, or three days, pondering
the matter in his mind, till the requifite expedient had prefented itfelf.
This is that true infpiration, which poets have almoft exclufively ar-
rogated to themfelves, but which men of original genius in every walk
are actuated by, when from the operation of the mind acting upon it-
felf, without the intrufion of foreign notions, they create and invent.
A rcmarkab]}r. retentive memory was one of the effential qualities
which Mr. Brindley brought to his mental operations. 'This enabled
him to execute all the parts of the moft complex machine in due or-
der, without any help of models or drawings, provided he had once
accurately fettled the whole plan in his mind. In his calculations of
the powers of machines, he followed a plan peculiar to himfelf ; but,
indeed, the only one he could follow without inftruction in the rules of
art. He would work the queftion fome time in his head, and then fet
down the refult in figures. Then taking it up in this ftage, he would
again procced by a mental operation to another refult ; and thus he
would go on by {lages till the whole wae finifhed, only making ufe of
figures to mark the feveral refults of his operations. But though, by
the wonderful powers of native genius, he was thus enabled to get over
his want of artificial method to a certain degree, yet there is no doubt,

that

.
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J
that when his concerns became extremely complicated, with accounts
of various kinds to keep, and calculations of all forts to form, he could
not avoid that perplexity and embarrafiment which a readinefs in the
procefies carried on by pen and paper can alone obviate. His eftimates
of expenfe have generally proved wide of reality ; and he {eems to have
been better qualified to be the contriver, than the manager, of a great
defign. His moral qualities were, however, highly refpectable. He
was far above envy and jealoufy, and freely communicated his improve-
ments to perfons capable of receiving and executing them ; taking a
liberal {itisfaction in forming a new generation of engineers able to pro-
ceed with the great plans in the {uccefs of which he was fo deeply in-
terefted. His integrity and regard to the advantage of his employers were
unimpeachable. In fine, the name of Brindley will ever keep a place
among that fmall number of mankind, who form eras in the art or fcience
to which they devote themfelves, by a large and durable extenfion of
their limits.

u PART
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ACCOUNTS OF PARTICULAR PLACES.

lL—LANCASHIRL,

SaALForp HuNDRED.

oA N . C.H E 5 1 'E R,

THIS diftinguithed town, one of the firft with refpe to commer-
cial confequence in England, and the centre of our prefent under-

~ taking, has been dignified by a very learned and ingenious hiftorian of
it‘-s earlieft ftages, the Rev. Mr. Whitaker, The elaborate work of that
writer rather deferves, however, to be confidered as an account of the
flate of this ifland in general, during its early periods, than as the hif-
tory of a fingle town, then of little comparative confequence, and the
principal events of which are rather to be deduced from inference, than
to be laid down from authentic monuments or records. What alone
appears certain is, that the Roman invaders of this country fixed a fta-
tion for a body of troops in a place fince called Caffleficld, to which
they gave the appellation of Mancunium, probably borrowed from a
Uz name
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name given it by the Britith inhabitants of the vicinity ;—that a towmnr
was raifed in the neighbourhood of the flation, probably on the fite of
the prefent Aldporton, where a caftle was built, which had the name of
Mancafile ; and that the ercttion ef a parith church in the Saxon times
drew round it a new town on the banks of the Irwell, the commence-
ment of the prefent Manchefler, and caufed the. old one to.be deferted.
Mr. Whitaker fixes the date of this new town to be A. D. 627.

In the Danifh invafion and conqueft of the kingdom of Northum-.
berland, towards the latter end of the ninth century, Manchefter, in.
common with many other towns, was totally or in great part deftroyed..
At this time it was a borough orcity ; and about gzo it appears, that. Ed-
ward king of the Mercians gave orders for the fortifying of the city of
Manchefter, and placing a garrifon in it. Doomfday book mentions a.
church of St. Mary, and a church of St. Michael, as being in Mam=~
ceftre, which it calls a manor or hundred. In 1301, Thomas Grelle
granted to the burgefles of Manchefter a charter conftituting it a free ba-
rough with certain privileges. This perfon was likewife patron of the
church., In 1313 Jobn de la Warr, knight, was lord of the manor
and patron. ‘The manor-houfe ftood in or near the place where the col-

lege now ftands, and was called Baron’s court, or Baron’s yard.

Thomas lord de la Warr, the laff male heir of that family, who
was firft rector of Manchefter, and then fucceeded to the peerage, pro-
cured a licenfe in the ninth year of Henry V. 1422, for founding a col-
legiate church at Manchefter. The college confifted of a warden and
eight fellows, of whom two were parifh priefts, two canons, and four
deacons, two clerks and fix choriflers. The building of the houfe coft

at that time 3o00c/. and to the value of twelve lordfhips were beftowed by
the
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the founder on the college and to other pious ufes. At that period the
following lift of prices of commodities is given, continuing to the year
1524,

erds V gh el
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About the time of the foundation of the college the prefent fabric of
Chrift’s Church, ufually called the Old Church, appears to have been:
~ ere@ted. Who contributed moft to the building is not certainly known ;
but the names and arms of the Stanleys, Wefts, Radclyffes, Byroms,
and others, witnefs their afliftance. The church is a fine gothic ftruic-
ture, much ornamented with fculpture on the outfide, and enriched with
curious tabernacle-work over the ftalls in the choir ; with feveral cha-
pels within, belonging to confiderable families in the neighbourhood.

Manchefter was now become a place of note. Cambden, fpeaking
of the town in his time, mentions its having been famous in the laft
age for its manufacture of ftuffs, called Manchefter cottons, which were
a {pecies of woollen cloths. It is alfo recorded, that about 1 520 there
were three famous clothiers living in the north country, viz. Cuthbert
of Kendal, Hodge(kins of Halifax, and Martin Brian (fome fay By-
rom) of Manchefler. Each of thefe kept a great number of fervants
at work, fpinners, carders, weavers, fullers, dyers, fhearmen, &ec.
This Martin is alfo related to have given much money towards the

building
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building of a free-fchool at Manchefter ; which inftitution, however,
did not take place till fome time after,

Leland, who travelled through the kingdom in the reign of Henry
VIII. mentions Manceflre as ** the faireft, beft-builded, quickeft, and
““ moft populous town of Lancafhire.,” He fays, “* It has but one
¢ parith church, but that collegiate, and almoft throughout double-
¢ ifled with very hard fquared ftone, There are feveral ftone bridges
¢t in the town, but the beflt, of threec arches, is over the Irwell, di-
¢ viding Manchefter from Salford, which is a large {fuburb to Man.
¢ chefter. On this bridge is a pretty little chapel. The next is the

&

bridge over Hirke (Irk) river, on which the very fair-builded college
#¢ ftands. On this river are divers fair mills that ferve the town. In

#¢ the town are two market-places,

Hugh Oldham, bifhop of Exeter, a native of Oldham in Lanca-
fhire, who died in the year 1519, founded a free grammar-{chool in
Manchefter, and endowed it with certain lands, and a long leafe which
he had purchafed of the corn mills of Manchefter: and in 1524, Hugh
Bexwick, clerk, and Joanna Bexwick, widow, made a full. convey-
ance of the property of the faid mills, lands, and tenements, to truftees
for accomplifhing the fame purpofe. In the ordinances concerning the
{chool, it is dire@ed, that no fcholar or male infant of whatever coun-
try or fhire be refufed admiflion. The choice of the head-mafter and
uther is vefted in the Prefident of Corpus Chrifti Coll. in Oxtord for

the time being, and on his default, in the warden of Manchefter college,

Manchefter having been originally a place of fanct uary, was one of the
cight places to whom this Privilcgf: was confirmed by ftat. 32 Hen, VIII,
5 A, D,
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A. D. 1540; but the next year, the privilege having been found
prejudicial to the ¢ wealth, credit, great occupyings, and good order”
of Manchefter, was transferred to Chefter, which (fays the ftatute)

hdd no fuch trade and merchandize, and had a ftrong goal, and a mayor,
bailiffs, &ec.

Bf an aét of parliament in the firft of Edward VI. the college of
Manchefter was diffolved, and the land and revenues belonging to it were
taken into the king’s hand, and by him demifed to Edward carl of
Derby, who, however, took care to provide three or four minifters to
officiate in the church. Queen Mary refounded the college, and re-
ftored almoft all the lands, the earl of Derby ftill keeping the colle-
giate houfe and fome fmall things. '

A document concerning the trade of Manchefter occurs in an act
pafled fifth and fixth of Edward VI. 1552, entitled, for the true ma-
king of woollen cloth ; in which it is ordered, ¢¢ That all the cottons
 called Manchefier, Lancajfbire, and Chefbire cottons, full wrought
¢ to the fale, fhall be in length twenty-two yards, and contain in
¢ breadth three quarters of a yard in the water, and fhall weigh thirty
““ pound in the piece at the leaft. Alfo, that all other clothes called Maxn-
“ chefler rugs, otherwife named Manchefter frizes, fully wrought for-
*¢ fale, fhall contain in length thirty-fix yards, and in breadth three
“¢ quarters of a yard coming out of the water, and fhall not be ftretched
** on the tenter or otherwife above a nail of a yard in breadth, and
““ being fo fully wrought and well dried, fhall weigh every piece forty-
4% eight pound at the leaft.”—From this it is clear that the Manchefter
cottons at that period were made of wool. An act paffed in 1557 to

amend
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amend the above adt, recites in the {fame terms the Manchefter, Lan-~
cafhire, and Chefhire manufactures.

In the eighth of Q. Elizabeth 1565, an act was paffed refpecting the
fees of the queen’s Aulneger (the officer appointed to examine and fet
the feal to manufactured cloth) for the county of Lancafter. In the
preamble to this act it is recited, ¢ That it has been a practice with
‘¢ divers clothiers inhabiting the faid county, to fend clandeftinely
¢t out of it cottons, frizes, and rugs, without being previoufly fealed

¢ by the queen’s Aulneger, and fometimes counterfeiting and fetting :

*¢ to their clothes feals of their own.” For the prevention of this,
the towns of Manchefier, Rochdale, Bolton, Blackburn, and Bury, are
appointed, wherein the Aulneger is to have his deputies. His fees
are regulated by the ac, and the requifite length, breadth, and weight
of the cottons, rugs, and frizes are determined,

In the twentieth year of Queen Elizabeth, A. D. 1548, a new foun-
dation was given to the college by her Majefty, in which it is incor-
porated by the name of Chriff’s Coll. in Manchefler, and made to con-
fift of one warden pricft, by degrees batchelor of divinity ; four fel-
lows, priefts, batchelors of arts ; two chaplains or vicars ; four finging
men, and four children ; the warden to be appointed by the crown, the
fellows and others to be elected by the warden and fellows. In the
preamble to this foundation, the number of parifhiopers refiding in the
town of Manchefler is afferted to be ten thoufand.

In the year 1603, the town was vifited by a peftilence, of which
upwards of 1000 perfons are faid to have died.

In
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The college having fuffered great lofles from mifmanagement and
ufurpation of its revenues, was re-founded by king Charles L. in the
year 1635. The chief alterations made by this foundation were to
abridge the power of the wardens and augment that of the fellows, and
to confine the power of granting leafes to tenants to twenty-one years,
inftead of three lives as formerly, The fines which accrued for fome
time, were applied to the repairing and beautifying the church, which

had become greatly dilapidated,

At the breaking out of the civil war in 1642, poffeflion was taken of
Manchefter in behalf of the Parliament by the militia of the country,
who were joined by many of the inhabitants and people of the vicinity
and fortifications were thrown up at the end of the ftreets. At this
time the town chiefly confifted of Market-ftreet-lane, Dean’s-gate,
Miln-gate, and a few ftreets about the market-place. In September
1642, the earl of Derby marched from Warrington witha force of about
4000 foot and 3oo horfe, with feven pieces of ordnance, in order tc;
feize upon Manchefter for the King. On being refufed admiffion, he
commenced an affault upon the defenders from Salford and the end of
Dean’s-gate, which proving unfuccefsful, he retired after a few days.
This petty attempt, in which the town is faid to have loft only four
.men killed and as many wounded, cannot but give a contemptible idea
of the ftate of military fkill in this ifland at the commencement of
thofe troubles. In the next year the town was fortified and ftrongly
garrifoned, and it continued in the hands of the Parliament during the

remainder of the war,

By an ordinance of Parliament dated gth December, 1643, it appears

.that Manchefter had for a long time been fuffering under a peftilence,
X fo
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{o that for many months none had been permitted to come in or to go
out. In confequence of this, (the ordinance fays) ¢ moft of the inha-
““ bitants living upon trade are not only ruined in their eftates, but
¢ many families are like to perith for want, who cannot be fufficiently
*¢ relieved by that miferable, wafted country.” On this account the Par-
liament orders that a collection be made for the poor of the faid town
in all the churches and chapels of London and Weftminfter ; the mo-
ney to be tranfmitted to Mr. John Hartley, of Manchefter.

A Defcription of the towns of Manchefler and Salferd annexed to a
plan of the towns taken about 1650, affords the following circumftances
of information. It is to be obferved, however, that the defcription is
written in a very turgid ftyle, abounding in terms of exaggeration.

The people in and about the town are faid to be in general the
moft induftrious in their callings of any in the northern parts of this
kingdom. The town is a mile in length, the ftreets open and clean
kept, and the buildings good. There are four market-places; tweo
market days weekly, and three fairs yearly. ‘The trade is not inferior
to that of many cities in the kingdom, chiefly confifting in weollen
frizes, fuftians, fack-cloths, mingled ftuffs, caps, inkles, tapes, points,
&c. whereby not only the better fort of men are employed, but alfo
the very children by their own labour can maintain themfelves. There
are befides, all kinds of foreign merchandize brought and returned by the
merchants of the town, én‘munting to the fum of many thoufands of
pounds weekly. Thereare in the town forty-eight fubfidy-men, befides
a great number of burgefles ; and four quarter-feffions are held in it.
The town is governed by a fteward, a head-borough, aad two confta-
bles, with a deputy-conftable, and feveral inferior officers ; and great

4 cormens:
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commendation is given to the regular and orderdy manner in which
things are conducted. The parifth is faid to be at leaft twenty-two
miles in compafs, within which are eight chapels; and to contain
above twenty-feven thoufand communicants. ‘This laft number appears
to be totally incredible,

The town was difmantled of its fortificationsin 1652,

Humphrey Chectham, Efg. of Clayton, by his will dated Dec. 16,
1651, founded and endowed an hofpital and library in Manchefter.
The purpofe of the 'hofpital was to maintain and educate forty poor
boys to the age of fourteen, when they were to be bound apprentice or
otherwife provided for. They were to be clected out of various town-
thips named in the will; and it is recommended to the truftees to pur-
chafe the old college for a place of refidence for the children, and for
the ufe of the library. For commencing thelibrary, a thoufand pounds
are bequeathed to be expended in books ; and the refidue of his perfonal
cftate is given for the augmentation of the library. The college was
accordingly purchafed ; and by a charter granted by Charles II. in
1665, the truftees of this noble charity were incorporated into a body
politic.

What the increafe of the town was during the latter part of the laft
century does not appear from any authentic documents ; but probably
it was not very confiderable. From the regifter of the collegiate
church, the average number of burials appears to have been,

From 1580 to 1587 inclufive, 184,
From 1680 to 1687 . 2,86,
From 1720 to 1727 359,
X 2 It
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It was not till 1708 that an a& paffed for the erection of another
church or chapel, St. Ann’s. An account of the inhabitants taken in
1717 ftates them at 8ooo. From that period the increafe has been ra-
pid. An a&t for a third church, St. Mary’s, was obtained in 1753.
In 1757, on account of an application to Parliament in order to exo-
nerate the town from the obligation of grinding its corn at the mills
belonging to the free-fchool, which were now unable to fupply its wants
in a proper manner, two enumerations were made by the oppofite par-
ties, which came within 1000 of each other. The number moft to be
confided in, for Manchefter and Salford conjointly, appears to have
bcc:l 19,839.

In 1773 a furvey of Manchefter was executed with accuracy, which
gave the following refults :

Manchefer. Salford. | Total.

Houfes (inhabited - - 3202 - - 866 - - 4268

Families, - - - - - 317 - -1099 - - 6416

Male inhabitants, = - 710,548 - - 2248 - - 12,796

Female ditto, - = = 11,033 = = 23517 = = 14,450

Both Teges ™ “ 2 s 22,481 = - 4765 - - 27,246
Perfons to a houfe, 6% To a family, 41.

At the fame period, the townthip of Manchefter (detached from the
town) contained 311 houfes, 361 families, 947 males, 958 females ;
total, 1903,

And the whole parith of Manchefter, comprizing thirty-one town-
fhips in a compafs of fixty fquare miles, contained 2371 houfes, 2525
families, 6942 males, 6844 females; total, 13,786 inhabitants,

The
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The whole number, then, of inhabitants in the town, townfhip,
and parith of Manchefter, and in Salford, amounted to 42,927.

At Chriftmas 1788, the numbers by enumeration were, in the town-
thip of Manchefter, 5916 houfes, 8570 families, 42,821 perfons ; in
the townfhip of Salford, about 1260 houfes. The whole number of
people in both towns might then be reckoned at more than 50,000,

.. During the year 1791, the chriftenings in thefe towns amounted to
2960 ; the burials to 2286. Thefe numbers, by the ufual mode of
calculating, will give from fixty-five to feventy-four thoufand inhabi-
tants—an increafe almoft unparalleled !

MHaving thus traced to the prefent period the progrefs of population
in Manchefter, we fhall give a fummary account of that of the trade

L.

and manufactures, by which the population is {upported.

It has been feen that the original trade of this place was in thofe
coarfe woollen fabrics which were eftablifhed in various parts of the
north of England ; but that, as long ago as the middle of laft century,
it was alfo noted for the making of fuftians, mixed ftuffs,,and fmall
wares. An original branch of the trade of Manchefter was leather
laces for women’s boddice, fhoe ties, and points for other ufes, which
were tagged like laces, and fold under the general denomination of
Congleton points. 'Thefe were flips of leather dyed various colours.
Upon the introduction of Dutch looms, woven laces were fubftituted
to thefe, and tagged in like manner. Inkle, tapes, and filleting,
which had before been madein frames or fingle looms, were now like-

2 Vlic
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wife wrought in thefe new engines ; and coarfe felts were made for
country wear, but none of finer quality. Bolfters, bed-ticks, linen-
girth-web, and boot-firaps were manufactured here as early as 1700 ;
but the weft of England has long out-rivalled Manchefter in ticks and
webs, though it keeps its fuperiority in woollen webs. Sixty years
fince, upon the decline of ticks, the manufacturers in that branch took
more to the making of coarfe checks, ftriped hollands, and hooping,
and fome yellow canvas was then made. At the fame time the filk
branch was attempted in cherry-derrys and thread fatins. Fuftians were
manufactured about Bolton, Leigh, and the places adjacent ; but Bolton
was the principal market for them, where they were bought in the grey
by the Manchefter chapmen, who finifhed and fold them in the coun-
try. The fuftians were made as early as the middle of laft century, when
Mr. Cheetham, who founded the blue-coat hofpital, was the principal
buyer at Bolton. When he had made his markets, the remainder was
purchafed by a Mr. Cooke, a much lefs honourable dealer, who took the
advantage of calling the pieces what length he pleafed, and giving his
own price. The Manchefter traders went regularly on market days to
buy pieces of fuftian of the weaver; each weaver then procuring yarn
or cotton as he could, which fubjected the trade to great inconvenience.
To remedy this, fome of the chapmen furnithed warps and wool to the
weavers, and employed perfons on commiffion to put out ﬁ'ﬂl’PS to the
weavers. They alfo encouraged weavers to fetch them from Man-
chefter, and by prompt payment and good ufage endeavoured to fecure
good workmanthip.

The kinds of fuftian then made were herring-bones, pillows for
pockets and outfide wear, ftrong cotton ribs and barragon, broad-raced
lin thickfets and tufts, [dyed, with whited diapers, ftriped dimities,

and
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and lining jeans. Cotton thickfets were made fometimes, but as fre-
quently dropped for want of proper finithing. Tufts were much in
demand at that time, and reached their full perfection, in refpeét to
the price. The Irith were particularly fond of them, till fome of the
leading people there found means to get them out of ufe. When tufts
ceafed to be in demand, more figured goods were made for whiting,
and a grcatér variety of patterns attempted, by weavers, who had looms
ready mounted for the former purpofes. Butas figures made with
treadles are confined to a fcanty range, beyond which they grow too
complicated, the workmen had recourfe to the ufe of draw-boys, which,
gave name to 2 new and important branch of trade. Some yard-wides
being made upon this plan were bought up with avidity, and great en-
couragement was given to the moft ingenious weavers, and looms were
mounted for them by their employers at a great expenfe. In the fub-
fequent courle of trade, great ftocks of thefe draw-boys have come to
lic on hand, and the article has met with great checks ; yet the variety
of figures it is capable of exhibiting, the diftin@nefs of quality in the
forts, the many ufes to which it is adapted, and its cheapnefs upon the
whole, have rendered it a flanding branch of trade ; although quilting
with draw-boys upon an improved plan invented above forty years
fince, counterpanes, and the various kinds of corded dimities lately
introduced, have rivalled it.

About the time when draw-boys were firft made, cotton velvers
were attempted, and brought to fome perfection in the manufacturing
part ; and cotton thickfets were well manufactured ; but thefe wanted
the prefent methods of drefling, bleaching, dying, and finithing, to give
them the general perfection they have now obtained.

The
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The manufacturers of check had by this time made great advances,
and introduced new articles ; for as the coarfe and narrow goods were
«<hiefly made for fea ufe, or fent to the plantations abroad, upon the
conclufion of a peace, or a glut of the foreign markets, the demands
tell off ; whence the manufacturers made broader checks, befides the
vard-wides of a finer and better quality, for home confumption. Gowns
{triped acrofs with cotton in a variety of patterns and colours were in-
troduced fixty years ago, and had a confiderable run ; and filk was at
laft fhot with the cotton, which gave them fuperior richnefs, and con-
tributed to greater variety in the patterns. To thefe fucceeded wathing
hollands, all cotton in the warp, which were a valued article, till yarn
was mixed with the warp, and ruined their character. But the methods
of hardening and ftiffening fingle cotton, and the facility with which it
had been wrought in thefe hollands, induced fome capital houfes about
fifty years fince, to undertake the manufacture of flight cotton goods
for the African trade, upon a failure of imports from the Eaft Indies.
In this they fucceeded, and had large demands, though they were
afraid of a ftock, fince the Eaft India Company could command the
article, and fometimes gave them a check. But the Company feem to
have given up the object ; and this branch of trade continued till the
unhappy conteft with America interrupted the intercourfe with Africa.

An application of the lighter open ftriped checks to bed-hangings and
window-curtains forty years fince introduced the making of furniture
checks, which have almoft fet afide the ufe of ftuffs in upholftery.
‘The ufe of foft coloured filk in ftriped gowns was followed by the in-
troduction of it in warps for the feveral fpecies of ginghams, damafks,
morees, &c. The tying and dying of filk handkerchiefs is brought

to great perfection, {0 as to imitate thofe imported from India; and the

variety
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variety of printed handkerchiefs here, both cotton and linen, is fcarcely
to be enumerated,

The perfecting of filk handkerchiefs was owing to Mr. Richard
Meadowcroft, who, in 1470, obferving a poor family, that had ufually
been employed in the tying, deftitute of work, found that the reafon
was, the want of dying them properly. Having a turn to chymiftry,
he made experiments till he produced faft colours in different fhades of
chocolate, and a colour approaching to fcarlet, which he long kept to
him{elf, and eftablithed the article to his own deferved emolument.
The tying is now extended to fine callico, and filk with cotton hand-
kerchiefs.

About the time that filk handkerchiefs began to be tyed for dying,
velverets began to be ftamped with gold fpots and figures by the inge-
nuity of Mr. Mather, who had before that time contrived to get thick
fets dyed of one colour uncut, and after cutting, of another, which
gave a novel appearance to the article. An attempt was made to ftamp
the pile of velvercts in figures by heated rollers, as linfeys and harra-
teens had formerly been done for bed-furniture ; but without fuccefs.
- The ftriping of callicoes by rollers, and printing them with copper-
plates in the rolling-prefs has, however, fucceeded.

The manufacture of hats has been as much improved at Manchefter
as any original branch of its trade. At firft the felt-makers only
wrought the coarfe fheep’s wool, and it was not till about fixty years
fince that they ufed the fine Spanifh, or the goat’s wool from Germany,
or that from the Levant, which is a fpecies of goat’s wool, though
commonly called camel’s hair, or any of the furs called ftuff. The

+ procefs
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procefs of felting coarfe wool is quite different from that of working
thefe finer matters ; being, firlt to put the wool flightly together in a
conical form, and then to boil it with common aftringents of native:
grlnwlh ; whence it is now carried on ‘in the country where fuch mate-
rials are at hand, by undertakers who have the wool from Manchefler,
and bring back the felts to be finifhed : but the manufactory of fine-
hats at Manchefter is now inferior to none ; as the workmen carly began.
to handle the fine wools, ftuffs, and beaver, and are now perfeét in the:
. procefls of working them with beer grounds, fpirits, &c. and are
equally expert in dying and finifhing blacks, while they have a de-.
cided fuperiority in fancy hats, in which they rather lead than follow
the fathion. The linings have been glazed and cut here as long as.
forty years fince, and now ferve other manufatories befides thofe of
Manchefter. The looping is made in the fwivel engines here, andi
other trimmings in the neighbourhood..

To the manufactory of laces, inkles, tapes, and filltting, was carly-
added that of the divers kinds of bindings and worfted fmall wares ;.
but fuch has been the demand for Englith worfted of the beft quality
by the manufacturers of furniture checks and Turkey {tripes, that the
{mall-ware-makers were conftrained to ufe Irith worfted, which, being
cheaper, made them drop the prices: and the competition fince has ra-.
ther been in the cheapnefs than. the goodnefs of the article. Thefe furni--
ture checks have grown into difrepute from the cockling of the worfted.
upon wathing ; and the upholfterers now choofe cotton ftripes made on.
purpofe, or prints with furniture patterns. “White cotton binding, lace:
and fringe for curtains is now an article of extenfive demand. As it
was found that the Dutch enjoyed the manufacture of fine holland

* tapes unrivalled, plans were procured, and ingenious mechanics in-

vited
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vited over to conftruct {wivel engines at a great expenfe, which have
been employed in moft branches of {fmall wares with fuccefs. This
manufaciure alone, however, has not been fufficient to employ large
capitals without the aid of fome other branch, and the fuftian trade
has been added to it, firft as an auxilary, then s a principal.

The former deficiency as to finithing the cotton velvets and thickfets
put the manufacturers upon feveral methods to remedy that defect ; all
which, however, were imperfect, till the prefent mode of drefling
was invented and brought to perfection, which not only contributed to
the eftablithment of thofe articles to which it was applied, but foon
raifed velverets, which were made as a middle fpecies between velvets
and thickfets, to a rivalthip with the former ; and gives to many other
articles, both dyed and white, their higheft degree of perfection. The
fuftian trade has alfo been improved by the addition of velveteens, fif=
teen years fince, approaching nearer to real velvets than the velverets ;
likewife ftrong and fancy cords.

The practice of drefling caufed a revolution in the whole fyftem of
bleaching and dying. Before this time, the lighter drabs and fancy co-
lours might be faid rather to hang on the furface, than to be fixed in
the fubftance of cotton goods. But the neceflity of pafling through
the ordeal of drefling over glowing hot iron, caufed them to employ
more fixed drugs and aftringents, with more powerful menftruums, in
order to difcharge the ruftinefs contraéted by the firc; in all which at-
tempts they .kcpt improving till drefling in the grey took place, and
goods were brought to confiderable perfection by alternate dreffings and
~ bleachings before they were dyed. Notwithftanding this improvement,
the dyers found fufficient {cope for their invention in the variety of pat-

Y z . terns



164 MANCHESTER.

terns they were encouraged to produce for pattern-cards, which now
began to be circulated, not only: threugh thefe kingdoms, but all over
Europe ; and the printing of many articles in the fuftian branch gave a:
greater variety to thefe pattern-cards, while it afforded full employment-
for invention in dying grounds preparatory to them, and fu]luwing.
the prints with other fhades. Thus the art of printing here came to.
rival that of London, and that branch has in great meafure been tranf--
ferred from thence to the town and neighbourhaod of Manchefter..

A perfon to whom thefe improvements have been particularly owing,,
is Mr. John Wilfon of Ainfworth. He was originally a manufacs.
turer-in the fuftian branch in Manchefter; and early engaged in the mas.
king of cotton velvets, which by unwearied efforts he brought to theiry
utmoft. degree of perfection. By attending carefully to the inftrution
and fuperintendance ef weavers, he foon brought that: part of the ma--
nufacture to fuch perfection, that nothing could be added but an alteras
tion of tabbies to Genoa backs, chained or otherwife. The dying and.
drefling, however, were ftill imperfet. Mr. Wilfon ufed. various-
means of rubbing and: bruthing - the piles, clearing off - the. loofe hairs -
with razors, and-then burning them off with fpirits of wine; in which/
operations many others began to engage equally with him. But he firft.
began to dye them himfelf; at-firftin an experimental way at home;,
when firing ofF the pile with hot irons took.place.. Thefe were firfk
ufed upon blacks enly, and were much like the weaver’s drying irons;,
only of a rounder form, and were heated by ftoves ; and the. perfon
who firft employed them was Mr. Whitlow, governor of the houfe of -
corre¢tion. ‘This method faved the expenfe of fpirits, and fucceeded!
equally well.
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Mr. Wilfon having a turn for chymical inquiries, inveftigated the
different known procefles for dying, and found that thofe employed by
the thread dyers were better adapted to fix black upon cotton, than
thofe ufed by the fuftian: dyers. He found frequent wafhing and rin-
cing of great ufe in opening the pile to favour the new method of. dref-
fing. Refolving to give full fcope to his improvements, he took a
houfe and grounds at Ainfworth near Cockey-moor, and commenced a
capital dreffer, bleacher, and dyer, firft and principally of his own
goods, which he brought to fuch high perfection, as to acquire the
higheft character both at London and in foreign markets. Before he
eould bring his plans to full execution, he had perfons articled to him
for feven years, and carefully taught all the various operations in the
different departments ; for none of the workmen previoufly employed
in drefling, bleaching, or dying, would fuit his purpofe, on account of
their attachment to the old metheds. He continued the method of
drefling by hand irons fome time after the prefent one obitained of draw-
ing them over red-hot eylinders, as there was lefs danger of firing or
tearing the pieces ; but he effectually opened and foftened the pile by
repeated operations of various kinds, finifhing it quite upright, with a
- peculiar glofs and brightnefs, infomuch that pattern-card makers could.
at firft fight diftinguifh flips of his working from all others. .

Having fucceeded to his-fatisfaction in dying the other rich colours,
He procured from the Greek dyers of Smyrna the fecret of dying Tur-
key red, which has been defcribed at large in two effays read before the
Philofophical and Literary Society of Manchefier, which he printed and
diftributed among his friends after he had retired from bufinefs. This
red he found required too tedious and expenfive a procefs, lefs fuited to .
manufactured goods, than ‘to cotton in the fkain ; nor even fuited to.

that:



166 MANCHESTER.

that {fpun upon the fingle {pindles then in ufe, though it might be ap-
plicable encugh to that fpun on machines. The character Mr. Wil-
fon’s finithing had acquired was a great recommendation of velverets
when they firft came up, and induced the manufacturers to get moft of
the rich colours dyed by him. He was prevailed upon by much en-
treaty to dye fome drabs, which he performed in fuch perfection, that
the dyers of fancy drabs could only fucceed in proportion as they followed
his procefies. 'The china blues that he dyed upon velvets and velverets

were likewife of his own invention.

Several circumi{tances have occurred to fix the printing bufinefs here.
A principal one was, that cotton greys and callicoes are manufactured
in thefe parts ; whence, by printing here, the former Expl:tnﬁ: of land-
carriage to London is faved, Further, the rent for bleaching grounds
is here lower, and workmen can live cheaper. A fucceflion of capital
artifts were thus induced to come down, who not only inftru¢ted others,
but added to their former experience by printing upon grounds which
the dyers followed with other fhades. Hence there was a communica-
tion of methods and chymical fecrets between printers and dyers, to
the advantage of both parties. Thefe improvements left the London
printers no fuperiority but in light airy patterns, upon which thofe in
Lancafhire are making a confiderable progrefs, while the large capitals
employed in the bufinefs fecure all the improvements that are made.

Muflins have been made to a great extent of late, and many printed
oncs ; hence from a great demand both articles have been too dlightly
made, and have received a check. '

The
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The acquifition of thefe laft branches, with the great increafe of the
export trade, have given fuch employment to large capitals here, that
the interior bufinefs of the country is in great meafure given up to the
‘middle clafs of manufacturers and petty chapmen ; but no exertions of
the mafters or workmen could have anfwered the demands of trade
without the introduction of /pinning machines..

Thefe were firft ufed by the country people on a confined fcale,
twelve fpindles being thought a great matter ; while the awkward pof-
ture required to {pin on them was difcouraging to grown up people,
who faw with furprize children from nine to twelve years of age ma-
nage them with dexterity, whereby plenty was brought into families
'fbrm«trl}" overburthened with children, and the poor weavers were de-
livered from the bondage in which they had lain from the infolence of
fpinners. ‘The following ftate of the cafe will explain this matter.
From the time that the original fyftem in the fuftian branch, of buying
pieces in the grey. from the weaver, was changed, by delivering them out
work, the cuftom of giving them out weft in the cops, which ob--
tained for. a while, grew into difufe, as there was. no detecting the
knavery of fpinners till a piece came in woven ; fo that the practice
was altered, and wool. given with warps, the weaver anfwering for the
fpinning. And the weavers in a fcarcity. of {pinning have fometimes
been paid lefs for the weft than they gave the fpinner, but durft not
‘complain, much lefs abate the {pinner, left their looms thould be un-
employed.. But when fpinning-jennies were introduced, and children .
could work upon them, the cafe was reverfed. .

The plenty of weft  produced by this means gave uneafinels to the
country people, and the weavers were afraid left the manufacturers
3 thould
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qhould demand finer weft woven at the former prices, which occafioned
fome rifings, and the demglition of jennies in fome places by the unin-
formed populace. At length Dorning Rafbotham, Efq. a worthy
‘magiftrate near Bolton, wrote and printed a fenfible addrefs to the
weavers, in order to eonvince them of their own intereft in encouraging
thefe engines, ‘which happily preduced a general acquiefcence in their
ufe to a certain number of {pindles. Thefe were foon multiplied to
three or four times the number ; nor did the invention of mechanics
reft ht:n‘:,. for the demand for twift for warps was greater as weft grew
more plentiful, whence engines were {oon conftructed for this purpofe.

‘The improvements kept increafing, till the capital engines for twilt
were perfected, by which thaufands of pindles are put in motion by
.a water wheel, and managed moftly by children, without confufion
and with lefs wafte of cotton than by the former metheds. But the
carding and flubbing preparatory to twifting required a greater range of
invention. The firfl attempts were in carding engines, which are very
curious, and now brought to a great degree of perfection ; and an en-
gine has been contrived for converting the carded wool to {lubbing,
by drawing it to about the thicknefs of candlewick preparatory to throw-
ing it into twift. When thefe larger machines that moved by water
were firft fet to work, Il’lL‘}F produced fuch excellent twift for warps,
that_they foon out-rivalled the warps made on the larger jennies, which
had yielded good profits to the owners. In confequence of this, ac-
cording to the ufual fhort-fighted policy of narrow-minded and inte-
refted men, the country was excited againft the, wal:cr-machineé, and
fome of them were- demolifhed before protection could be obtained.
Yet a little reflection would have fhown the country people, that if
more warps were made, Ehere would be a greater demand for weft from
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their jennies, and a better price forit. This has fince been fully expe-
rienced in the introdu@ion of muflins ; for no contrivance in the other
machines can make the thread hold when it is fo flack thrown as to fuit
for weft ; nor can it be fuppofed that the attempt would be made, as
the demand for twift for warps will fully employ them. For when
cotton bears a reafonable price, the warps made of this twift will be as
‘cheap as thofe made with yarn, and keep the money at home whicl
ufed to be fent abroad for that article ; there being no comparifon be-
tween yarn and cotton warps in goodnefs. In fact, cotton warps have
lately been introduced to a great extent, where yarn had before been
ufed. As thefe machines are now to be feen by the curious, and {peci-
fications of their conftrution may be had at the Patent office, no deli-
cacy is neceffary in laying defcriptions of them fully before the public.
We fhall, therefore, attempt to give fuch an idea of them as can be
communicated by words, beginning with the machine for carding
cottom.

The {pinners had begun to pick the hufks of cotton feeds from their
wool, and pafs it through a lather of foap, preparatory to carding, be-
fore carding engines were invented ; and upon their iritruduflicn, the
firlt operation was to pick and foap the wool, wring it out well from
 the lather, dry it, then fpread a given quantity upon the feeder of a
carding engine. - This feeder was a coarfe cloth, fewed together at the
ends, and ftrained upon fmall rollers ; upon the cotton ferved by this
feeder, a voller faced with tin punched through like a common grater,
made a flow revolution, pinching up the cotton ; and the feeder, an-
fwering its motion, kept delivering more, while the vacant part of the
cloth coming up was ferved with more cotton. Thus the cotton was
delivered to fets of cylinders with cards mailed upon them ; as many

Z of
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of thefe as had a revolution onward from the feeder, were governed by
one {trap, from the firfk mover, fixed on feveral pullies or whorles upon
the {pindles pafling through the centres of thofe cylinders. Other cy-
linders had a contrary motion, to ftrip the cotton from thofe of the
firlt defcription, delivering it to the next, in the dire&t motion onward
to the largeft cylinder of all, which received the cotton thoroughly
carded by the inverfe and direc revolutions of thefe intermediate cy-
linders.

An invention was neceflary at the end of the motion, to take off the
cardings, which was firft attempted by a fluted roller put in motion by
a ftrap from the inverfe {yftem of cylinders, which prefling upon the
card teeth of the large cylinders, rubbed off the cardings, which fell
into a receptacle below ; but thefe cardings were rubbed too clofe in the
operation, and hence not fo open for the purpofe of {pinning as could
be withed. A moft curious contrivance produced the remedy defired ;
this was effeted by cafting a worm-like or {piral fluxion at the cen-
tre of the great wheel, which was fixed upon the cylinder to be di-
vefted of the cardings ; this fpiral worm worked a fmall wheel upon a
fpindle which governed a tumbler by a crank, and threw a crofs plate
of metal garnithed with fmall teeth againft the cards at intervals, and
took off the carding as open as could be wifhed.

"This contrivanceé Mr. Arkwright claimed as his own invention till a
verdict in the Ki;,lg’s-Bcnch fet afide his claim. This gentleman,
kni ghted in the prefent reign for his ingenuity, is worthy of being ce-
lebrated for his induftry in the early obfervations which he made of
new inventions in carding and fpinning, and his capacity in forming
them into a perfect {yftem in the twift machine, for which he obtained

I a pa-



MANCHESTER. ryr

& patent. But finding feveral improvements not in his firft fpecifica-
tion, he got it extended, and fpecified in particular the above invention
to take off the cardings. Before this time he had fued feveral cotton
fpinners for an invafion of his patent. They joined iffue with him,
and in the event he was non-fuited. On the extenfion of his patent,
eare being taken to fpecify the additional improvements, he inftituted
another fuit for invafion of his patent, and obtained a verdict in the
court of Common Pleas. This occafioned a great alarm among many
who had at a great expenfe erected machines for cotton {pinning, of
whom an acknowledgement of fo much a fpindle was demanded under
the threat of immediate fuit. The perfons concerned got the matter
removed into the court of King’s-bench, where, upon trial, it was
proved that the apparatus above defcribed for taking off the cardings
was a prior invention of an ingenious mechanic, Mr. Heys by name,
in confequence of which a verdict was given againft Mr. Arkwright,
In fa&, the roller upon which Mr. Heys’s {pindle-ftrings ran was im-
mediately adopted after his public exhibition of it; his contrivance alfo
of flipping his handle from a fquare to a round, which checked the
operation of {pinning and pufhing on to an interior contrivance to wind
up the fpin thread, is adopted in the machines for {pinning of twift,
which procefs we thall now defcribe.

"The cotton for this purpofe is of the firft ftaple, but not too long
grained ; being beaten our to open the grain, it is picked very carefully,,
and the ufual procefs purfued to the carding, with this dih‘ﬁlﬁﬂtﬂ, that
inftead of feveral cylinders, there is one only to take cotton wool from
the pincher, and deliver it to a very large one, whence it is reccived by
another, and flript by the tumbler, and carried to the ferver of others.
in rotation, till it rifes from the lafl in a fine well-corded fheet. This.
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is kept from returning to the cylinder by the attendants; and beinfy
gently clofed together, is conducted over a pulley high enough to make
it fall by its own weight, as it is continually detached from the cards.
A deep tin-can is fet under, into which the carded wool coils itfelf,
much refembling the wool drawn from Jerfey combs : many of thefe
tin-cans are in readinefs to replace the filled ones, which are removed to
ferve a machine for roving, as the firft operation of fpinning is called ;
where the cardings of three cans put. together are paffed through rollers
moved by clock-work, which alfo puts in motion fmall circular brufthes
to clear the loofe flying hairs of cotton from the rollers ; thofe deliver
cvery three fleeces of carded cotton fo connected, that when a can is
emptied and another is fupplied, care is taken that two whole fleeces
preferve the continuity of the preparation for twifting, which paffes
from the rollers to {pindles furnifhed with a curious apparatus to give
it a very flight throw and wind it on bobbins in rovings. Thefe un-
dergo feveral courfes of drawing by rollers and throwing, -till it is
wound upon bobbins in an open and even ftate, for the final operation
of fpinning by the machines for making twift.

Thefe machines exhibit in their conftruction an aggregate of clock-
maker’s work and machinery moft wonderful to behold. The cotton
to be fpun is introduced through three fets of rollers, fo governed by
the clock-work, that the fet which firft receives the cotton makes fo
many more revolutions than the next in order, and thefe more than the
laft which feed the fpindles, that it is drawn out confiderably in pafling
through the rollers ; being laftly received by fpindles, which have every
one on the bobbin a fly like that of a flax wheel ; both the flyers and
the bobbin in like manner are loofe on the {pindle, which are whirled
with amazing rapidity ; but every bobbin refting upon a board, is

checked
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checked in its courle, and only can wind up what twift is fpun; and
to avoid the inconvenience of winding it in ridges, as in flax-fpinning,
the board upon which they reft has an alternate motion, which raifes
and deprefles the bobbins, fo that the twift winds to and fro, the whole
length of each bobbin. A confiderable number of fpindles may be
wrought in one twifting frame, but they are connected in fyftems of
four to each fyftem, fo that when a thread breaks, thofe four of the
fyftem to which it belongs may be ftopped, while the others are twift-
ing. ‘This advantage is obtained by lifting that fyftem from the fquare
part of a fpindle, which by a whorl from the machinery governed the
four, to a round part above, which moves without giving motion to
the {yftem, till the thread is again connected with the prepared cotton,
by pinching off what was unfpun, and clapping it to the laft roller,
where it lays hold of the untwifted cotton, when that fet on four is
dropped again upon the {quare of the fpindles, and the twifting goes
on. Children are foon very dexterous at connecting broken ends with
prepared cotton at the rollers, their fmall fingers being more active and
endued with a quicker fenfibility of feeling than thofe of grown perfons;
and it is wonderful to fee with what difpatch they can raife a fyftem,
conne& threads, and drop it again into work almoft inftantaneoufly.

Upon thefe machines twift is made of any finenefs proper for warps ;
but as it is drawn length way of the ftaple, it was not fo proper for
weft ; wherefore on the introduction of fine callicoes and muflins, -
mules were invented, having a name expreflive of their {pecies, being
2 mixed machinery hetween jennies and the machines for twifting, and
adapted to fpin weft as fine as could be defired, by adding to the jen-
mies fuch rollers, governed by clock-maker’s work, as were defcribed
above, only with this difference, that when the threads are drawn ou,

the
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the motion of the rollers is fufpended by an ingenious contrivance, tl%
the weft is hardened and wound up ; in which operation the fpindles
are alternately drawn from: and returned to the feeding rollers, being:
fixed on a moveable frame like thofe of the billies to make cardings
into what are called rovings for the common jennies.

Thefe mules- carry often to a hundred and fifty fpindles, and can be:
fet to draw weft to an exact finenels up to 150 hanks in the pound,,
of which muflin has been made, which for a while had a prompt fale 3,
but the flimfinefs of its fabric has brought the finer forts into difcredit,,
and a ftagnation of trade damped the fale of the reft.

The worfted and woollen: manufactories are alike benefited by im-
provements in carding and {pinning, taken: from the cotton machines,,
and adapted to their particular branches, which improvements make.
the work people uneafy till they experience that an increafed fale of
goods in proportion to improvements finds them employment,. and. that
children, who had nothing to.do before, earn wages by employment at:
the machines, whether employed in {pinning woollen yam, Jerfey or
cotton.  Flax is now attempted by the fame machinery, but the length.
of its ftaple in fine dreffed flax may render it difficult to draw; yet
. the fhort hards dreffed out of it may be {pun this way evener and more-
compact than by the flax wheel, and what was too fhort for making;
yarn before, may now be wrought up, which will be good. economy:
and leffen the imports..

The new-invented {team: engines by a finglt cylinder clofed above,.
puthing over water to an overfhot-wheel, which returns to the re-
{ervoir, fuppofe a common pump-{pring, were a great improvement,,

anck
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and ehmpla.}rtd to advantage as the application of machinery to feveral
branches -of bufinefs was extended. For by this means, there is lefs
occafion for horfes, and any power may be applied by enlarging the
diameter of the cylinders, as one of twenty-four inches will force over
more than fixty gallons at a ftroke. This improvement, which is as
fimple as ingenious, was the invention of a common pump-maker,
Wrigley by name, of this town, who never applied for a patent,
but imparted frecly what he invented to thofe who thought proper to
employ him.* '

Some attempts have been made to work a number of looms together
by machinery. 'The firlt was upon the introduction of fwivel-looms,
above thirty years fince, by Mr. Gartfide, with a capital water-wheel at
his factory near Garret-hall, now a very large one for cotton fpinning
by water. Mr. Whitehead, the chief projector, and a partner, has
there fixed a fteam engine to return the water occafionally, and another
fixed in a cafe of brick on the principle of thofe to quench fire ; upon
the leaft alarm of fire he can {crew on his pipe, fet the engine to work
by the great wheel, and no deficiency of water can occur, the engine
forcing up water from the mill-race, fo that a fingle perfon can fend a
continued ftream of water to any part of the faGory or over it; a con-
trivance worthy to be adopted in all cotton fpinning factories, where
there is a powerful wheel and plenty of water, which is the cafe here
for Mr. Gartfide fpared no coft in his fcheme of working {fwivel-looms

* Raifing water by fteam-engines, and throwing it back into the mill-dam or refervoir
was firlt pradtifed about thirty-feven years fince by the late Mr. Wilkinfon, at Berfham-
furnace, near Wrexham, by an engine of great magnitude which brought up the contents
of the riveras it were at one ftroke. This engine fhook the buildings and ground for a
<onfiderable diftance, and required ten times more fucl than thofe at prefent conftrudted.

. S
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by water, and continued to employ them for a confiderable time to very
little advantage ; for one weaver was neceflary to take care of a loom,
and if the divifion where the fhuttle ranges in any piece was clogged
with knots in the warp or broken ends, the whole of a piece or a great
part of it was liable to be cut down before a loom could be thrown out
of gear; but weavers who work a fwivel-loom by the hand themfelves,
have a facility acquired by habit of checking the motion in fuch cafes,
returning back the fhuttles from a half-fhoot to prevent any misfortune.

Mr. Grimthaw of Gorton attempted the conftruction of machinery
to weave piece goods, in a capital factory at Knott-mill, which was
burnt down before any judgement could be formed how it would have

{fucceeded.

The prodigious extenfion of the feveral branches of the Manchefter
manufactures has likewife greatly increafed the bufinefs eof feveral
trades and manufaCtures conneted with or dependent upon them..
The making of paper at mills in the vicinity has been brought to great:
perfection, and now includes all kinds, from the ftrongeft parcelling
paper to the fineft writing forts, and that on which banker’s bills are:
printed. ‘To the ironmongers fhops, which are greatly increafed of
late, are generally annexed {mithies, where many articles are. made,
even to nails. A confiderable iron foundry is eftablithed in Salford, in.
which are caft moft of the articles wanted in Manchefter and its neigh-
bourhood, confifting chiefly of large caft wheels for the cotton ma-
chines ; cylinders, boilers, and pipes for fteam engines ; caft ovens, and
grates of all fizes, This work belongs to Batemen and Sharrard, gen-
men every way qualified for fo great an undertaking., Mr. Sharrard is
a very ingenious and able engineer, who has improved upon and brought

the
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the fteam engine to great perfection. Mot of thofe that are ufed and fet
up in and about Manchefter are of their make and fitting up. They
are in general of a fmall fize, very compact, ftand in a {mall fpace,
work {fmooth and eafy, and are fcarcely heard in the building where
erected. T]'IE}" are now ufed in cotton mills, and for every purpofe of
the water wheel, where a ftream is not to be got, and for winding up
coals from a great depth in the coal pits, which is performed with a
quicknefs and eafe not to be conceived.

Some few are alfo erected in this neighbourhood by Meflrs. Bolton
and Watts of Birmingham, who have far excelled all others in their
improvement of the fteam engine, for which they have obtained a pa-
tent, that has been the fource of great and deferved emolument. The
boilers are generally of plate iron or copper; but fome few for the
fmaller engines are of caft iron,

There are five other iron foundries in Manchefter, which do a great
deal of bufinefs. In one of them Mr. Alexander Brodie of Carey
Street, London, is concerned, who is well known for his very exten-
five manufactory of gratés and ftoves, as well for kitchens and dining

rooms, as fhips.*

The quantity of pig iron ufed at the different foundries in Manchefter
within thefe few years, has been very great, and is moftly brought (by

* The firms of the iron foundries are,

Bateman and Sharratt ; Salford.

Brodie, M<Niven, and Ormrod ; Manchefter.
Smiths and Co. ditto.

Balfett and Smith, ditte.

Mis. Pheebe Fletcher, ditto.

John Smith, ditto,
Aa canal
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canal carriage) from Boatfield and Co.’s iron furnace, Old Park, near
Coalbrook Dale ; and Mr. Brodie’s furnace, near the Iron Bridge, both
in Shropfhire. }

The tin-plate workers have found additional employment in fur-
nifhing many articles for fpinning machines ; as have alfo the braziers
in cafting wheels for the motion-work of the rollers ufed in them ;
and the clock-makers in cutting them. Harnefs-makers have been
much employed in making bands for carding engines, and large
wheels for the firlt operation of drawing out the cardings, whereby the
confumption of ftrong curried leather has been much increafed.

We fhall conclude this account of the trade of Manchefter with
fome facts to fhow the rapid increafe and prodigious amount of the cot-
ton manufactures of this ifland, extracted from a pamphlet publifhed in
1788, entitled, ** An Important Crifis in the Callico and Muflin Ma-
** nufactory in Great Britain, explained ;" the purpofe of which was
to warn the nation of the bad confequences which would refult from
the rivalry of the Eaft India cotton goods which then began to be pour-
ed into the markets in increafed quantities, and at diminithed prices.

The author afferts, that not above twenty years before the time of
his writing, the whole cotton trade of Great Britain did not return
£ .200,000 to the country for the raw materials, combined with the Ja-
bour of the people; and at that period, before the introduction of the
water machinery and hand engines, the power of the fingle wheel could
not exceed 50,000 fpindles employed in fpinning the cotton wool into
yarn: but at the prefent moment, the power of fpindles thus employed

Amounts
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amounts to two millions; and the grofs return for the raw materials
and labour exceeds feven millions fterling. It was about the year 1784
that the expiration of Sir Richard Arkwright’s patent caufed the erec-
tion of water machines for the {pinning of warps in all' parts of the
country, with which the hand engines for the {pinning ﬁf weft kept
proportion. At the time he wrote he eftimates the number of

Water mills or machines, at - - - - - 143
Mule jennies or machines, confifting of go fpindles

cach, e - - = - - £50
Hand jennies of 8o fpindles each, - - = - 20,070

Of the water mills, 123 are in England, ard nimeteen in Scotland, Of
thofe in England,

Lancathire has - =~ 41 Chelhire, -
Derbyfhire, - = = 22 Staffordfhire,
Nottinghamthire, =~ 17 Weftmorland
Yorkthire, - - - 11 Flintfhire, -

i
L]
By b =] GO

Thefe eftablifhments, when in full work, are eftimated to give em.
ployment to about 26,000 men, 31,000 women, and §3,000 children,
in {pinning alone ; and in all the fubfequent ftages of the manufﬁfture,
the number of perfons employed is eftimated at 133,000 men, 59,000
women, and 48,000 children ; making an aggregate of 159,000 men,
go,000 women, and 101,000 children, in all, 350,000 perfons, em-
ployed in the cotton manufacture.

The increafe of raw material ufed, and goeds made, is fhown in the
following lifts : :

Aaz Cotton
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Cotton wool remaining in the country after exportation, in

1783
1784
178¢
1786 -
1787 -

MANCHESTER,

Grofs value of cotton goods made, in

1783 -
1784 -
1783 -
1786° “a
1787 -

ib
9,546,179
11,280,238
17,992,888
10,151,867
22,600,000

f I
3,200,000
3,950,000
6,000,000
6,500,000
7,500,000

The cotton imported for the manufadtures in 1787 was of the follow-

srowths:

Britith iflands eftimated at

French and Spanifh fettlements

Dutch fettlements
Portuguefe ditto

Eaft Indies, procured from Oftend

Smyrna or Turkey

-

-

-

ib.
6,600,000

6,000,000
1,700,000
2,500,000

100,000
5,700,000

22,600,000

The
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The application of this cotton to the different branches of manufac-
ture was fuppofed by intelligent perfons to have been as follows :

ib.
To the candlewick branch - " - I,$00,000
‘T'o the hofiery ditto Bt =" . 1,500,000
To filk and linen mixtures - - - 2,000,000

To the fuftian branch - - - - 6,000,000

To callicoes and muflins - - 11,6C0,000

22,600,000

'The increafe of value acquired by the raw material in the labour ex-
pendcd upon it in manufacturing, is generally from 1000 to 5000 per
cent. By the dexterity of the fpinners, fpecimens of yarn have been
produced from "Eaft India cotton in which 205 hanks, weighing one
pound, have been drawn out from two pounds of the raw cotton ;
each of thefe hanks meafures 840 yards, and the whole would reach
near 100 miles.

To this fketch of the progrefs of the #rade of Manchefter, it will
be proper to fubjoin fome information refpecting the condition and
manners of its fradefinen, the gradual advances to opulence and luxury,
‘and other circumftances of the domeftic hiftory of the place, which are
in reality fome of the moft curious and ufeful fubjects of fpeculation on
human life. The following facts and obfervations have been commu-
nicated by an accurate and well-informed inquirer.

The trade of Manchefter may be divided into four periods. The
firft is that, when the manufacturers worked hard merely for a liveki-

hood,
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hood, without having accumulated any capital. The fecond is that,
when they had begun to acquire little fortunes, but worked as hard, and
lived in as plain 2 manner as before, increafing their fortunes as well by
cconomy as by moderate gains. The third is that, when luxury began
to appear, and trade was puflhed by fending out riders for orders to every
market town in the kingdom. The fourth is the period in which ex-
penfe and luxury had made a great progrefs, and was fupported by a
trade extended by means of riders and factors through every part of
Eurcpe.

It is not ealy to afcertain when the fecond of thefe periods com-
menced ; but it is probable that few or no capitals of z000/. or 4000/.
acquired by trade, exifted here before 1690. Howeyer, towards the lat-
ter end of the laft century and the beginning of the prefent, the traders
had certainly got money beforehand, and began to build modern brick
houfes, in place of thofe of wood and plafter. For the firft thirty
years of the prefent century, the old eftablifhed houfes confined their
trade to the wholefale dealers in London, Briftol, Norwich, Newcaf-
tle, and thofe who frequented Chefter fair. The profits were thus di-
vided between the manufacturer, the wholefale, and the retail, dealer;
and thofe of the manufacturer were probably (though this is contrary
to the reccived opinion) lefs per cent. upon the bufinefs they did, than
in the prefent times. The improvement of their fortunes was chiefly
owing to their economy in living, the expenfe of which was much
below the intereft of the capital employed. Apprentices at that
time were now and then taken from families which could pay a mode-
rate fee. By an indenture dated 1695 the fee paid appears to have been
fixty pounds, the young man ferving feven years. But all apprentices
were obliged to undergo a vaft deal of laborious work, fuch as turning

4 warping
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warping mills, carrying goods on their fhoulders through the ftreets,
and the like. An eminent manufacturer in that age ufed to be in his
warehoufe before fix in the moming, accompanied by his children and
apprentices. At feven they all came in to breakfaft, which confifted
of one large difh of water-pottage, made of oat-meal, water, and a
little falt, boiled thick, and poured into a dith. At the fide was a pan
or bafon of milk, and the mafter and apprentices, each with a wooden
fpoon in his hand, without lofs of time, dipped into the fame difh,
and thence into the milk pan ; and as foon as it was finifhed they all
returned to their work. In George the Firft’s reign many country gen-
tlemen began to fend their fons apprentices to the Manchefter manufac-
turers ; but though the little country gentry did not then live in the lux-
urious manner they have done fince, the young men found it fo diffe-
rent from home, that they could not brook this treatment, and either
got away before their time, or, if they ftaid till the expiration of their
indentures, they then, for the moft part, entered into the army or went
to fea. The little attention paid to rendering the evenings of appren-
tices agreeable at home, where they were confidered rather as fervants
than pupils, drove many of them to taverns, where they acquired ha-
bits of drinking that frequently proved injurious in after life. To this,
in-part, is to be attributed the bad cuftom of g-i]]ing, or drinking
white wine as a whet before dinner, to which at one period a number

of young men fell a facrifice.

When the Manchefter trade began to extend, the chapmen ufed to
keep gangs of Pack-hmfes, and accompany them to the prim':ipal
towns with goods in packs, which they openecd a:nd fold to fhop-keepers,
lodging what was unfold in fmall ftores at the inns. The pack-horfes

brought back fheep’s wool, which was bought on the journey, and
fold
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fold to the makers of worfted yarn at Manchefter, or to the clothiers
of Rochdale, Saddleworth, and the Weft-Riding of Yorkfhire. On
the improvement of turnpike roads waggons were fet up, and the pack-
horfes difcontinued ; and the chapmen only rode out for orders, car-
rying with them patterns in their bags. It was during the forty years
from 1730 to 1770 that trade was greatly puthed by the practice of
fending thefe riders all over the kingdom, to thofe towns which before
had been fupplied from the wholefale dealers in the capital places before
mentioned.  As this was attended not only with more trouble, but'with
much more rifk, fome of the old traders withdrew from bufinefs, or
confined themfelves to as much as they could do on the old footing,
which, by the competition of young adventurers, diminifhed yearly.
In this period ftrangers flocked in from various quarters, which intro-
duced a greater proportion of young men of fome fortune into the
town, with a confequent increafe of luxury and gaicty. The fees of
apprentices becoming an object of profit, a different manner of treating
them began to prevail. Somewhat before 1760, a confiderable manu-
facturer allotted a back-parlour with a fire for the ufe of his appren-
tices, and gave them tea twice a day. His fees in confequence rofe
higher than had before been known, from 250/, to 300/, ; and he had
three or four apprentices at a time. The higheft fee known as late as
1769, was sool/. Within the Jaft twenty or thirty years the vaft in-

creafe of foreign trade has caufed many of the Manchefter manufactu-
rers to travel abroad, and agents or partners to be fixed for a confidera-
ble time on the Continent, as well as foreigners to refide at Manchefter.
And the town has now in every refpect aflumed the ftyle and manners
of one of the commercial capitals of Europe.

Some
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Some other anecdotes refpecting the manners of the place in the laft

age may prove amufing from comparifon, however trivial in their own
nature.

About the year 1690 there was a great quarrel between the mafter and
fcholars of the grammar-fchool. The boys locked themfelves in the
fchool, and were fupplied by the town’s people with victuals and beds,
which were put in at the windows. They even got fire arms and am-
munition, which they employed in firing at the legs of perfons who at-
tempted to get in. This petty rebellion continued a fortnight, fome-
what to the difgrace of thofe who ought to have exerted a better difci-
pline.

In 1693, a manufatturer, being in London, learned that one of his
~ cuftomers, 2 mercer in Manchefler, was bound in a large fum for a
Londaner who was expected to break : he thereupon prudently wrote
to his wife to go and dun the mercer, adding, *“ if thou canft not get
““ money, take goods—thou mayft buy thyfelf a filk manteau and pet-
*¢ ticoat.”” For a fenfible and frugal man, who fet out with very little
capital, to fend fuch an order to his wife, proves that thofe articles of

finery were not at that time very uncommon.

In a manufacturer’s private expenfe-book, under the date 1700, are
different fums paid for two of his daughters who were at London in
the houfe of a perfon who managed a warchoufe for him. Among the
reft is paid for a {pinet 5/, 35. od. In the fame book, in 1701, is paid
26/. 18s. gd. for a journey to Scarborough, and hire of a coach
13/. 65. 2d. This was the fea-bathing place of the time, for the
jourhey was on account of a child fiye years old who died there ; and

Bb at
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at her funeral, though fo young, there was paid for gloves 2/. ¢5. od.
When this reputable perfon went to London, his conftant annual luxu-
ries were Brunfwick mum, beer, and tobacco. In the expenfes for
1702 there is a charge, for the firft time, of ten fhillings for cof-
fec and tea. His houfe rent was forty pounds per annum, perhaps in-
cluding his warchoufe. For feveral years, ten thillings a quarter is put
down for chape! awages, or his fubfeription to the diffenting meeting-
houfe. 1In 1704 is five pounds for an afs; an enormous price for the
time, from which it is probable that few were then bred near Man-
chefter. For the fame year is 2/. ros. od. for a perriwig, but this
was preparatory to a wedding, and double the price of thofe charged
before. 'This was an expenfive piece of finery for fuch frugal times.

A proof of the early hours then kept appears in the following fact =
In 1705 a manufacturer married a phyfician’s daughter who had been
gentcclly_ educated and kept a good deal of company. The hour of
afternoon vifiting was then #wo o’cloc, fo that for fome years after her
marriage, {he had always finifhed her vifit foon enough to go to the Old
Church prayers at four. They then dined at twelve ; and there being
no fuch thing as a hair-dreffer, it was eafy to be ready for vifiting at
two.

In 1708 the act paffed for building St. Ann’s church, which in a
few years was folowed by the fquare and ftreets adjoining, where was.
difplayed a new ftyle of light and convenient rooms, very different
from thofe in the reft of the town. The front parlours however were.
referved for company only ; and the family ufually lived in the baek
parlours. 'This fafthion continued to our own times, and in fmall
houfes, {ubfifts in fome degree at prefent. The great fums of money

1 brought:
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brought into circulation by the wars and taxes in queen Ann’s reign,
and by the fubfequent commercial {peculations, muft have rapidly for-
warded the progrefs of luxury in Manchefter. Lady Bland of Hulme,
who was herfelf a great heirefs, and had married a gentleman of large
fortune, was then the chief promoter of whatever could embellifh the
town, or polifh the tafte of its inhabitants, She had fubfcribed libe-
rally to the building of St. Ann’s church, and the initials of her name
were put upon the cover of the communion table. A few years after-
wards fhe was the principal patronefs of a dancing affembly ; and a
handfome room for the purpofe was ereted upon pillars, leaving a
fpace beneath to walk in. This was in the middle of the new fafhion-
* able ftreet called King-fircet, and opened a convenient paflage to the
new church-yard. The affembly was held once a week at the low
price of half a crown a quarter ; and the ladies had their maids to come
with lanthorns and pattens to conduct them home ; nor was it unufual
for their partners zdtlf-:x to attend them. Lady Bland was of a cheerful
difpofition, and fo fond of young company, that fhe had frequent
balls in her hall at Hulme, and often, when an old woman, danced in
the fame fet with her grandfon.

About 1720 there were not above three or four carriages kept in the
town. One of thefe belonged to a Madam D—— in Salford. This
refpectable old lady was of a fociable difpofition, but could not bring
herfelf to conform to the new-fathioned beverage of tea and coffee;
whenever, therefore, the made her afternoon’s vifit, her friends pre-
fented her with a tankard of ale and pipe of tobacco. A little before
this period a country gentleman had married the daughter of a citizen
of London: fhe had been ufed to tea, and in compliment to her it
was introduced by fome of her neighbours; but the ufual afternoon’s

Bb:z2 ~ éntertain.
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entertainment at gentlemens” houfes at that time was wet and dry fweee-
meats, different forts of cake and gingerbread, apples, or other fruits
of the feafon, and a variety of home-made wines. The manufacture
of thefe wines was a gieat point with all good houfe-wives both in the
country and the town. They made an cflential part of all feafts, and
were brought forth when the London or Briftol dealers came down to
fettle their accounts and give orders. A young manufaéturer about this
time having a valuable euftomer to fup with him, fent to the tavern for
a pint of foreign wine, which next morning furnifhed a fubject for the
farcaftic remarks of all his neighbours. In arder to perfect young la-
dies in what was then thought a neceffary past of their education, a paf-
try-fchool was fet up in Manchefter, which was frequented, not only
by the daughters of the town’s-people, but thofc of the neighbouring
gentlemen, At this time there was a girl’s boarding-fchool ; and alfo
a dancing-mafter, who, on particular occafions, ufed to make the
boys and girls parade two by two through fome of the ftreets ; a dif-
play which was not very pleafing to fome of the bathful youths of

that day.

About thjs period there was an evening club of the moft opulent ma-
nufacturers, at which the expenfes of each perfon were fixed at four-
pence halfpcnn}r, viz. four-pence for ale, and a halfpenn}' for tobacco.
At a much later period, however, a fix-pennyworth of punch, and a
pipe or two, were cfteemed fully fuffitient for the evening’s tavern

amufement of the principal inhabitants.*
Annual

* As a proof that even at the prefent day ftrong features of ancient manners exift here,
we fhall copy the following anecdote lately communicated :

There now refides in the market place of Manchelter, a man of the name of John

Shawe, who keeps a common public houle, in which a large company of the refpetable
Manchefter
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Annual horfe-races at Kerfal-moor were eftablifhed about 1730. A
ferious diffuafive againft them was publifhed in a pamphlet printed at
Manchefter in 1733, the writer of which was probably the celebrated
Mr. Byrom. Several circumftances relative to the town and neighbour-
hood are mentioned in it ; particularly, that even the dancing affembly,
though from the teftimony of this writer conducted with the utmoft
decorum, was then confidered as an improper place for a clergyman to
appear at; bithop Peploe, warden of Manchefter college, having
thought fit to inhibit his clergy from attending it as derogatory from
the gravity becoming their characters. The raees were however conti-
nued till about the year 1745, when they were laid afide for feveral
years ;. but afterwards revived, and are annually held in Whit{fun-week
to the prefent day, probably not without much injury to fuch a popu-
lous and manufacturing country. By the thoughtleflnefs of the young
people frequenting this diverfion, who make a practice of riding races

Manchefter tradefmen meet every day after dinner, and the rule is to call for fixpenny-
worth of punch. Hére the news of the town is generally known. The high change at
Shawe's is about fix ; andat eight o'clock every perfon muft quit the houfe, as no liquor is
ever ferved out after that hour ; and fhould any one be prefumptuous enough to ftop, M.
Shawe brings out a whip with a long lafh, and proclaiming aloud, ¢ Paft eight o'clock,
“ Gentlemen ! foon clears his houfe.

For this excellent regulation Mr. Shawe has frequently received the thanks of the ladies
of Manchefter, and is often toafted ; nor is any one a greater favourite with the town(-
men than this refpectable old man. He is now very far advanced in life, we fuppofe not
much thort of 8o, and ftill a ftrong, ftout, hearty man. He has kept ftritly to this
rule for upwards of fifty years, accompanied by an old woman fervant for nearly the fame
length of time.

- It is not unworthy-of remark, and to'a {trangeris very extraordinary, that merchants
of the firlt fortunes quit the elegant drawing room, to fit in a fmall dark dungeon, for this
houfe cannot with propriety be called by a betier name—but fuch is the force of long-
eftablithed cuftom !

to
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to their refpective homes, many melancholy accidents annually happen,

and many lives are loft.

In 1710, a manufacturer taking his family up to London hired a
coach for the whole way, which, in that ftate of the roads, muft pro-
bably have made it a journey of eight or ten days. And in 1742, the
{yftem of traveliing had fo little improved, that a lady wanting to
come with her niece from Worcefter to Manchefter, wrote to a friend
in the latter place to fend for her a hired coach, becaufe the man £new
the road, having brought from thence a family fome time before, and
alfo becaufe he travelled on cheaper terms than the Worcefter hired
coaches.

We are not inclined to enter into the party-hiftory of Manchefter,
unfortunately too copious a topic. But it feems proper to mention,
that in 1730-1 a violent parliamentary conteft was carried on between
the whigs and tories refpecting a workhoufe, the general plan of
which feems to have been judicioufly laid, and to have met with uni-
verfal concurrence, but the management would by the propofed bill have
been thrown almoft entirely into the hands of the whigs. Thefe,
though fupported by the miniftry at that time, met with a defeat, and
the fcheme fell through. Neither can the effects of the laft rebellion
be totally paffed over, which infufed fuch a {pirit of party-rancour,
that the pleafures of fociety were greatly interrupted by it. From fome
quarrels that arofe in the affembly between the people of the town and
the officers quartered there, the whigs made a feceflion, and two dan-
cing affemblies were for fome years kept up with fpirit ; till the patrio-
tic adminiftration of the great William Pitt having made an union of
parties, the whigs returned to their old room.

In
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In the year 1750, there was a ftand of hackney-coaches in St. Ann’s
fquare ; but thefe vehicles being found lefs convenient fer fome pur-
pofes than fedan chairs, the latter took place of them, and few country
towns have been better fupplied with them. Some perfons who had
quittﬂd trade began to indulge in the luxury of a chaife of their own to
take an airing ; but it was not till 1758 that any perfon actually in

bufinefs fet up a carriage.

Manchefter has long been famous for a pack of remarkably large
hounds, which the learned Mr. Whitaker conceives to be the true
breed of old Britith hounds, once general to the kingdom, though lat-
terly confined to a fmall tract of the north-weftern part of it. A pack
~of a fmaller breed has alfo for many years been kept there ; and the
pleafures of the chace have been ardently purfued by many of the in-
habitants.

We fhall conclude this article with fome further particulars of the
prefent flate of Manchefter.

- With refpect to government, it remains an open town, deftitute (pro-
bably to its advantage) of a corporation, and unreprefented in parlia-
ment. Its municipal officers are a borough-reeve, and two conftables,
ele@ed annually in October at the court leet. 'The borough-reeve is an
officer almoft peculiar to this place, and who feems formerly to have
been the chief magiftrate; but at prefent his proper office is the diftri-
bution of certain charities, though in point of rank he is confidered as
the firlt man at all public meetings, and takes the chair. The con-
ftables are the real executive officers.

Manchefter
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Manchefter and Salford, in feveral fireets and the market place,
bear grcat marks of antiquity, as there are flill ftanding nearly whole
ftreets of houfes built of wood, clay, and plaifter,

The new ftreets built within thefe few years have nearly doubled the
fize of the town. Moft of them are wide and {pacious, with excellent
and large houfes, principally of brick made on the {pot; but they have
a flight of fteps projecting nearly the breadth of the pavement, which
makes it very inconvenient to foot paﬂ'cngérs. When two people meet
one muft either go into the horfe road, or over the flight of fleps, -
which in the night time is particularly dangerous, as the lamps are not
always lighted. In thefirft year after obtaining the act for lighting and
paving the town, a confiderable debt was incurred. On this account,
Manchefter was, as before the a&, in total darknefs ; but by receiving
the money and ufing no oil, the fund has recovered itfelf and the
town is now well lighted. But very few of the ftreets are yet flagged,
which makes the walking in them, to ftrangers, very difagreeable.
There s little doubt but this will in a fhort time be remedied, and the
great ugly projecting flight of fteps to the houfes taken down. As
Manchefter may bear comparifon with the metropolis itfelf in the ra-
pidity with which whole new ftreets have been raifed, and in its exten-
fion on every fide towards the furrounding country; -fo it unfortu-
nately vies with, or exceeds, the metropolis, in the clofenefs with which
the poor are crowded in offenfive, dark, damp, and incommodious
habitations, a too fertile fource of difeafe! The milchievous effeéts
proceeding from this caufe are fo clearly flated, and the remedies fo
ably fuggefted, ina paper addrefled by Dr. Ferriar to the Committee
for the regulation of the police in Manchefler, that we are perfuaded

% we
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we fhall do an ufeful fervice in making it more extenfively known by
reprinting the moft material parts of it.*

The new churches are noble buildings, and moft of them conftructed
at great expenfe, chicfly of free-flone brought by the duke of Bridge-

water’s canal. Seme of the diffenting meeting houfes alfo are well

built and very large.

The number of churches and chapels of the eftablithment in Man-
chefter and Salford, actually built and building, amount to twelve ;

and

* 1. In fome parts of the town, cellars are fo damp as to be unfit for habitations ;
fuch places fhould be reported to the Commiflioners, by whom proper reprefentations
may be made to the awners, that the cellars may be appropriated to other purpofes. 1
have known feveral induftrious families loft to the community, by a fhort refidence in

damp cellars.

2. The poor often fuffer much from the fhattered ftate of cellar windows. This is a
trifling circumfltance in appearance, but the confequences to the inhabitants are of the
molt ferious kind. Fevers are among the moft ufual effefls ; and [ have often known
“confumptions which could be traced to this caufe. Inveterate rheumatic complaints,
which difable the fufferer from every kind of employment, are often produced in the
fame manner. This fource of difeafe may be expeéted to admit of ealy removal, for it
cannot be the intereft of the proprietor of a cellar to have his tenants conftantly fick.

3. I am perfuaded, that mifchief frequently arifes, from a praltice common in many
narrow back ftreets, of leaving the vaults of the privies open. 1 have often obferved,
that fevers prevail moft in houfes expofed to the effluvia of dunghills in fuch fituations,

In a houfe in Bootle Street, molt of the inhabitants are paralytic, in confequence of
their fituation in a blind alley, which excludes them from light and air. Confumptions,
diftortion, and idiocy, are common in {uch receffes.

41-.IIIn Blakeley Street, under Mo. 4, is a range of cellars let out to lodgers, which
threaten to become a nurfery of difcales. They confilt of four rooms, communicating

with each other, of which the two centre rooms are completely dark ; the fourth is very
Cec il
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and there are about as many places of worfhip for different feéts of
diffenters. By improvements in the revenues of Cheetham’s hof-
pital, the number of boys now educated in it is eighty. The pub-
lic library, which was a part of this foundation, has now a very
valuable colletion of books in all fciences and languages, amount-
ing to the number of 10,000. By the laft ftatement of the rents

and

ill lighted, and chiefly ventilated through the others. They contain from four to five:

beds in each, and are already extremely dirty.

5. The lodging houfes, near the extremities of the town, produce many fevers, not

only by want of cleanlinefs and air, but by receiving the molt offenfive objeéts into beds,

which never feem to undergo any attempt towards cleaning them, from their firft pur-
chafe till they rot under their tenants. The moft fatal confequences have refulted from a
nelt of lodging houfes in Brook's entry, near the bottom of Long-mill-gate, a place
which I beg leave to recommend to the ferious attention of the Committee. In thofe
houfes, a very dangerous fever conftantly fubfilts, and has fubfifted for a confiderable num-
ber of years. I have known nine patients confined in fevers at the fame time, in one of
thofe houfes, and crammed into three fmall; dirty rooms, without the regular attendance
of any friend, or of a nurfe. Four of thele poor creatures died, abfolutely from want of
the commeoen offices of humanity, and negle€t in the adminiftration of their medicines.
In fome other houfes in the fame neft, I have known a whole fwarm of lodgers expofed
to infe@lion by the intredution of a fever patient, yet fo far infatuated, as to refufe to
quit the houfe till all of them have been feized with the diforder. It muft be cbferved,
that perfons newly arrived from the country are moft liable to fuffer from thefe caufes,
and as they are often taken ill within a few days after entering an infeled houfe, there
arifes a double injury to the town, from the lofs of their fabour, and’ the expenfe of
fupporting them in their illnefs. A great number of the home-patients of the Infir-
mary are of this defcription. The horror of thofe houfes cannot eafily be defcribeds;
a lodger frefh from the country often lics down in a bed, filled with infeclion by its laft
tenant, or from which the corple of a vitim to fever has only been removed a few
hours before.

6. The beft method, perhaps, of giving an effeflual check to thefe evils, would be to
ablige all perfons letting lodgings to take a licenfe, and to limit them in the number of
their lodgers. By the terms of the licenfe, they might alfo be obliged to white-wath their
houfes twice a year, which is a powerful method of preventing infeflion. When a fever

5 appears
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and other income of the Free-fchool, (including improvements to
take place in 1794) the total amount was 2448L from which all
expenfes and deductions of every kind, amounting to 1079/, being
~ taken, the capital fum of 1369/ is left for future advantages in
the literary education of the natives of this town. At the time
of ti]v: {tatement, there were one upper, and one under mafter, two af-

fiftants,

appears in 2 houfe full of lodgers, all who are uninfeéled fhould be immediately removed
10 a clean houfe, and their clothes fhould be wafhed and fcoured. When the fever has
ceafed, the bed-clothes and curtains of the infeted room ought to be fcoured, or other-
wife cleaned, and a frefh application of white-waflhing fhould be made. With proper
care, indeed, the worft kind of fever may be confined to the patient’s room, without dan-
ger to the reft of the family ; but no dependance can be placed on the condu& of the
perfons to whom I allude.

When the fick are deftitute of beds, they fhould be fupplied by the town. It is obvi-
ous, that fevers, flight in their commencement, muft be greatly aggravated, and muft often
become dangerous, when the patient lies on a few rags, in a cold garret, or damp cellar.

7. This plan would require the appointment of Infpeflors of lodging-houfes, whofe
bufinefs it would be to vifit houfes which fhould be reported to them as infeéled, either
by the neighbours, or by any medical gentleman, under whole obfervation fuch places .
fhould fall. They fhould be empowered to take proper fleps for checking infection where-
ever it appears, and ooccafional inquiries might be made, refpecting the compliance of
perfons letting lodgings with the condition of their licenfes. This would anfwer a very
defirable purpofe refpefting the police, independent of the advantages propofed regarding
health. The keepers of the lodging houfes might be required to give an account of the
name and occupation of every lodger whom they receive, and to become refponfible, to
a certain degree, for the truth of thefe reports. By this means, a conitant check might
‘be maintained on houfes, which at prefent are the refuge of the moft profligate and dan-
gerous part of fociety.

8. There is a pradtice, very common in {mall new buildings, which ought to be dil-
couraged ; that of putting up fixed windows without calements. Some part, if not the
whole of the window fhould always be moveable ; elpecially where there is but a fingle
window in the room. From the want of fuch a regillation, I have been often obliged to
order feveral panes to be taken out of the window of a fever-room, to obtain a tolerable

degree of ventilation.
Cca g. It
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fiftants, an Englith mafter, and eight exhibitioners at the univerfity.

Such of the fcholars as are entered of Brazen-nofe Coll. Oxon, have

alfo a chance of obtaining fome valuable exhibitions arifing from lands
in Manchefter bequeathed by Mr. Hulme.

In 1786 an Academy was eftablithed in Manchefter, chiefly by fub-
{criptions among the diffenters, for the education of youth in the higher
branches of literature, which has continued to flourith under able and
attentive tutors.

No town in England has been more exemplary in the number and va-
ricty of its chasitable inftitutions, and the zeal by which they have been
fupported—a zcal in which all ranks and parties have united.

g. Itis fometimes difficult to prevent the mafter of a lodging-houfe from turning a pa-
tient out of doors, in the height of a fever, when he apprehends that his other lodgers
will defert him. Some interpofition of authority fhould take place, in fuch cafes, both
for the fake of humanity, and to prevent the unfortunate patient from [preading the dif-
cale into a frefh houle.

10. When a houfe is infeéted in every room, a npurfe fhould be provided, on whom
dependance can be placed, to prevent unneceffary vifits from neighbours and acquain-
tances. About two years ago, a fever of the worll kind was carried from a lodging-
houfe in Salford, where it had attacked all the inhabitants, to another in Milk Street,
near the Infirmary, where it feized feveral perfons, in confequence of a thoughilefs vilit
made by an acquaintance lodging in Milk Street.  In this way, fevers are fometimes in=
troduced among the fervants in opulent families.

11. The prevalence of fevers among perfons employed in cotton mills, might be lef-
fened by an attention on the part of the overleers to the following circumitances, befides
a due regard to ventilation, Perfonal cleanlinefs thould be ftrongly recommended and

encouraged ; and the paren:s of children fo employed, fhould be enjoined to wath them

every morning and evening, to keep their fhoes and flockings in good condition, and above
all, never to fend them to work early in the morning without giving them food.

It is greatly to be wiflicd, that the cuftom of working all night could be avoided. The
continuance of fuch a pralice cannot be confiltent with health, and I am glad to find
that it does not prevail univerfally.

1 The
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The charities annually diftributed by the Borough-reeve are the fol-
lowing, according to the ftatement printed by Mr. Thomas Walker,
when he ferved that office in 1792.

CHARITIES, commonly called Tne BOROUGH-REEVE’s
CHARITIES.

The late Mr. MarsuarLL’s Charity,

For the relief of ¢ the poor, aged, needy, and impotent Inbabitants
¢ of the Town of Manchefler,”” was bequeathed in the year 1624, and
confifted of buildings and lands fituated in Manchefter, which in the
year 1750, produced only twelve pounds per annum. This property
was fold in 1581 to the Commiffioners under an A¢t of Parliament for
Improving certain Streets in the Town of Manchefter ; with the mo-
ney arifing from which fale, 2250/. ftock in the three per cent. Confo-
lidated Annuities was purchafed, which yields annually 67/. 1os.

The late Mr., Crarxe’s Charity.
¥

For the relicf of ¢ the poor, aged, ncedy, and impotent Inhabitants
¢ of the Town of Manchefler,” was given by deed dated the 13th of
December, 1636, when the whole income was 1col. per annum—
the neat proceeds the laft year were 320/. 0s. 6d. arifing principally
" from lands in Crumpfall, and buildings in Manchefter,

The late Mr. SuvrTLreworTn’s Charity.
The intereflt of fifty pounds to be given about Chriftmas, in linen

cloth, *“ to poor Perfons iubabiting Deanfzate”” The principal is

IO
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now in the hands of Mr. Edward Place, and produces annually
2/, 10s5.—This bequeft was made in the year 1696.

The Tate Mrs. BExT’s Charity,

The intereft of fifty pounds to be given ¢ to poor Houfekeepers in
¢ Mancheftery who are not chargeable to the Town,”” was bequeathed
the 311t of December, 1773.—The principal is now in the hands of
the exccutors of the late Rev. Humphrey, Owen, and produces annu-
ally 2/, 10s.

At the fame time, Mors. Bent left the intereft of fifty pounds, whick
is likewife in the hands of the executors of the late Rev. Humphrey
Owen, ¢ to be given to poor Houfekeepers in the Townfhip of Chetham,
““ auho are not chargeable thereto.”’—The annual produce is 2/. 105,

The following account will fhew the number of poor perfons who
have been relieved by the different charities, and the manner in which
fuch relief has been diftributed :

By the late Mr. SuvrTLEWORTH’s Charity.

Two yards one-half of linen cloth, to - 20 poor perfons.
By the late Mrs. BeEnt’s Charity.

Money, to - - - - - - 47 ditto.

By the late Mr. MAaRsHALL'S, and the late
Mr. CLarxEg’s Charities.

Five yards of linen cloth, to - - - g8 ditto.
One gown, feven yards one quarter, to = 225 witto.
One coat, four yards, to - - - - 2fy ditto.

Carried over 1279

One
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Brought over 1279
One blanket, to - - = " - 217 ditto.

Money, to - - - - - - 112 ditto..
'Total number of perfons relieved by the above
charities, - ek N el R 1o

In 1752 an Infirmary was opened, which has gone on gradually increa-
fing its funds and the extent of its benefits.. It accommodates about
feventy patients in the houfe. In addition to the original plan of out and
in-patients, has been added the clafs of home-patients, or thofe who are
attended at their own houfes by the medical gentlemen of the Infirmary,
" and thus a Difpenfary has been joined to the firft. inftitution. The total
number of patients admitted in thefe feveral clafles for the laft year was
6704 ; the amount of the laft year’s fubfeription was 2449/, Annexed
to this building, but a feparate foundation, is a Lunatic Hofpital, efta-
blithed near thirty years fince, and fucceflively enlarged. It accommo-
dates above feventy patients at a time.. To the edifices of the Infirmary
and Lunatic Hofpital.have been added a range of very commodious baths
cold, warm, and vapous, which are not only ufed by the patients, but
admit, at fixed rates, all others who require them,* In 1789 a Lying-

in-Hofpital

% A Table of the Rates of Subfeription to the Public Baths at Manchefler; from andafter
the firft Day of Augufi, 1790.
SUBSCRIBERS OF

Non Sub- ]Ef}:: {;”f;'“';n One Guineay each | One Guinca and Two Guineas, n:r.l}

R”h:'ﬂ? EARTERE. EhC time. Half, each time. fime.

emch time, fime.

Todividu=| Familics. [Individu-] Families. [Individu= E'Jm:,‘:u;f,.:_[::dj'\;'.l'u. Familizs.
:h, als. als. als.

m do|eide | s da beseds | sieds | soodafosc Ay sl d | os: 4
ColdBath = -- = - [2*gle 5|0 6o 4.0 5.1l9o 3|0 4]0 z2lo 3
Matlock Ditte - - - |t 8lo1o|t olo Bloto|o 6lo 8|0 5|0 6
Buxton Ditto - -+- |1 8lo10|1 o|lo Blois o 6/o 8o 500 &
Hot Ditto - - - |4 0|3 o|l3 b|]2 6|3 0|2 o|s &l b6 o
Vapour Ditto - - - 6 ol4 3|5 /3 3|4 0|2 63 o|a of2 6
Vapour and Hot when G 6 o o G e |z 6 o
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in-Hofpital and Charity for delivering poor women at their own houfes,
was eftablifhed ; and in the fame year, a Humane Society for the re-
covery of perfons apparently dead by drowning, &c. was inﬁjtuted.
A truly philanthropical fociety under the name of the Stranger’s Friend,
for the purpofe of relieving thofe poor who are not entitled to parochial
afliftance, was formed in' 1791. The favourite plan of Sunday-fchools
has been extended to about 5000 children annually in this town.

Manchefter has long been the feat of an Agricultural Society, which
takes in a circuit of thirty miles round the town, and by its annual pre-
mipms has done much to diffufe a fpirit of improvement in that effential
branch of political economy through the neighbourhood.

In 1781 this town had alfo the merit of fetting an example to the
provincial towns of this kingdom by the inftitution of a Literary and
Philsfophical Society. The purpofe of uniting the purfuits of fcience
and literature with commercial opulence was ’ﬁigh]}r laudable ; and the
fuccefs with which the plan has been attended, has been manifefted to
the public by the appearance of four volumes in octavo of its Me-

It is propoled, that individuals or families, fubfcribing according to the foregoing
rates, fhall have liberty to ufe any of the baths, during the fpace of twelve months, from
the time of paying their refpeftive fubferiptions : but that at the termination of this pe-
riod, if the amount of the bathings fhall exceed that of the fums advanced, the fubfcri-
bers fhall pay the difference, according to the rates fpecified in the feveral divifions of the
table. Under the denomination of a family, all perfons conftantly refident within the
houfe of the fubleriber, excepting lodgers, boarders, and fervants, are meant to be in-
cluded. Higher prices are propofed for fingle bathings, as an additional inducement to
fubfcribe ; and this can be deemed no burdenfome impofition on the fick, becaufe, when-
cver the baths are wanted for medicinal purpoles, a continued ufe of them is required.

Wrapping gowns and towels are to be provided without any expenie to the bathers ;
and the fervants are not allowed to receive gratuities,

moirs,
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moirs, which have met with a very favourable reception both at home
and abroad.

Of other public plans and edifices in this town, we fhall firft men-
tion the new prifon or penitentiary houfe called the New Bayley, in
honour of that very refpecable man and adtive magiftrate, Thomas B,
Bayley, Efq. of Hope, to whom the police of this diftrict has for
many years been moft highly indebted. In this are adopted all the im-
provements relative to that part of the police, propofed in the works
of that celebrated philanthropift, Mr. Howard, with whofe name it is
infcribed.* ‘There are cells for feparate confinement, different wards
and yards for different claffes of prifoners, and work-rooms for va-
rious occupations ; as likewife a large feflions-houfe and rooms for
magiftrates, council, and jurors, It is fituated in Salford near the
river.

Manchefter poffeffes a neat theatre, an elegant and capacious concert
room, and large and commodious affembly rooms. It has two com-
modious market-places near the centre of the town. Another market
at the New Crofs, top of Oldham Street, has in fome meafure formed

® Copy of the Infcription on the Firfl Stone of the New Goal in Salford.

On the 22d of May, 1787, and in the 27th year of the reign of George I11. King
of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, this GaorL and PexiTexTiary-Housk, (at
the expenfe of the Hundred of Salford, in the County Palatine of Lancafter) was begun
to be erefted; and the firlt Stone laid by Tuomas BurreErworTH BavieEv: and
that there may remain to pofterity a MoNUMENT of the affeftion and gratitude of this
county, to that moft excellent perfon, who hath fo fully proved the wifdom and humanity
of feparate and folitary confinement of offenders, this prifon is infcribed with the
name of JOHN HOWARD.

Dd ifelt,
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ifelf, and is very convenient for this new and populous part’ of the
town. The Crofs ftands in a wide ftreet, four great thoroughfares
meeting at this point. Over the Irwell are three bridges uniting
Manchefter and Salford ; the old ftone bridge, a wooden bridge flagged:
over for foot paffengers, and the new or lower ftone-bridge, which was.

built by private fubfcription..

In the year 1776, an act pafled for-widening feveral firects near the
centre of the town, for which purpofe a confiderable {uri of money
was raifed by fubfeription.  The effects produced: by it were very ad-
vantageous as far as they went; but flill, as in.almoft all' other old
towns, the central parts are too clofe ; and it is only in the more mo=
dern fireets that elegance and convenience are to be found united.

Salford, which is to Manchefter what Soutliwark is to London,,is a
royalty belonging to the crown, and gives name to the hundred..” It has
two fairs, one at Whit{funtide; the other in November, for cattle, and.
alfo for peddling merchandize, hardware, woollen cloths, blanketing,
&ec. A market would have been opened in. Salford, had it not been
prevented by a ftatute requiring a certain diftance of new. markets from
thofe of eftablithed manors. The main part of Salford confifts of a.
wide and long ftreet leading from the old ftone bridge to the entrance of
the town from Warrington and Bolton.  Trinity Chapel in this ftreet -
was founded in the reign of Charles 1. but has fince been repaired with
an entire new cafe of ftone, A new church called St, Stephen’s was
confecrated in 1794,* and the increafe of the town has kept pace with
that of Manchefter, The ereétion of thenew ftone bridge has afforded

* The ground on which this church is built was given by Mr. John Bury, a very opu-

tent and refpeétable timber merchant in Salford.
3 a much
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a much fhorter road for carriages to moft parts of Manchefter than the
former one through the whol: length of Salford ; and fome capital
breweries have been erected in its vicinity, which will have the advan.
tage of being near the courfe of the Bolton canal. Ina ftreet running
perpendicularly from the end of Salford next to the foot of the old
bridge, and which appears to be the oldeft part of the town, are the an-

cient crofs and court-houfe for the hundred,

The fupply of provifion to this populous town and neighbourhood 15
a circumftance well deferving of notice. Formerly, oatmeal, which
was the flaple article of diet of the labouring clafs in Lancathire, was
brought from Stockport ; and the prices of meal and corn in the Fri-
day’s market there, ruled thofe of Manchelter. In the town, however,
corn ground at the fchool mills was chiefly ufed by families, who
fearced it themfelves, and feparated it into fine and bread flour, and bran,
for domeftic ufe. About eighty years ago the firft London baker fettled
in Manchefter, Mr. Thomas Hadfield, known by his ftyptic. His
apprentices took the mills in the vicinity, and in time reduced the in-
habitants to the neceflity of buying flour of them, and afterwards at the
flour thops. Monopolies at length took place in confequence of thefe
changes, which at different times produced riots, one of which, occa-
fioned by a large party of country people coming to Manchefter in order
to deftroy the mills, ended in the lofs of feveral lives at a fray known
by the name of Shude-hill fight, in the year 1758. Since that time,
the demand for corn and flour has been increafing to a vaft amount, and
new fources of fupply have been opened from diftant parts by the navi-
'ﬁﬂtiuns, fo that monopoly or fearcity cannot be apprehiended, though
the price of thefe articles muit always be high in a diftri& which pro-

duces fo little and confumes fo much.
Bda Ealy
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Early cabbages, and cucumbers for pickling, are furnifhed by gar-
deners about Warrington ; early potatoes, carrots, peas, and beans,
from the fandy land on and about Bowden downs. Potatoes, now a
moft important auxiliary to bread in the diet of all claffes, are brought
from various parts, efpecially from about Runcorn and Frodiham, by
the duke of Bridgewater’s canal. Apples, which form a confiderable
and valuable article of the diet even of the poor in Manchefter, ufed
in pies or puddings, are imported from the diftance of the cyder coun-
ties by means of the communicating canals, and in fuch quantities,
that upwards of 3000/ in a year has been paid for their freight alone.
The articles of milk and butter, which ufed to be fupplied by the dairy-
farmers in the vicinity, at moderate rates, are now, from the increafe
of population, become as dear as in the metropolis, and are furnithed
in a fimilar manner ; viz. the milk, by means of milk houfes in the
town, which contra& for it by the great, and retail it out; and the
butter from confiderable diftances, as well as {alt butter from Ireland and
other places. Of butcher’s meat, veal and pork are moftly brought by
country butchers and farmers ; mutton and beef are flaughtered by the
town butchers, the animals being generally driven from a diftance, ex-
cept the milch cows of the neighbourhood, which are fattened when
old. The fupply of meat and poultry is fufficiently plentiful on market
days ; but on other days it is fcarcely pofiible to procure beef from the
butchers ; nor is poultry to be had at any price, there being no fuch
trade as a poulterer in the whole town. Wild fowl of various kinds
are brought to market in the feafon.

With fith, Manchefter is better provided than might be expected
from its inland fituation. The greateft quantity of fea-fith comes
from the Yorkfhire coaft, confifting of large cod, lobfters, and tur-

bots,
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bots, of which laft, many are fent even to Liverpool, on an overflow
of the market. Soles, chiefly of a fmall fize, come from the Lan-
cafhire coaft. Salmon are brought in plenty from the rivers Merfey
and Ribble, principally the latter. The rivers in the neighbourhood
abound in trout, and in what is called droed, which are young falmon
from one to two years old, and not cafily diftinguithed from trout,
which they clofely refemble in fhape, but are more delicate to the tafte.
Salmon trout is alfo plentiful, and likewife fine eels. The Irwell at
Manchefter and for fome diftance below is, however, deftitute of fifh,
the water being poifoned by liquor flowing in from the dye-houfes.
Many ponds and old mar.l-pits in the neighbourhood are well ftored
with carp and tench, and pike and other frefh water fith are often
brought to market. The poor have a welcome addition to their ufual
fare, in the herrings from the Ifle of Man, which in the feafon are
brought in large quantities, and are fold at a cheap rate.

The {upply of coals to Manchefter is chiefly derived from the pits
about Oldham, Afhton, Dukinfield, Hyde, Newton, Denton, &ec.
at prefent by land carriage; but the canals now cutting will pafs through
shat trat of country, and greatly facilitate the conveyance. The fup-
ply from the duke of Bridgewater’s pits at Worfley is lefs confidera-
ble, thougha very ufeful addition for the poor.

At each extremity of Manchefter are many excellent houfes, very
elegantly fitted up, chiefly occupied by the merchants of the town,
which may in fome meafure be confidered as their country refidences,
being from one to two miles from their refpective warchoufes. Ard-
wick- -green, to the fouth of the town, on the London road, is parti-
cularly d;ﬁmgmlhcd by the neatnefs and clegamc of its buildings.

Some
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Some years ago it was regarded as a rural fituation ; but the buildings
-of Manchefler have extended in that direcion fo far as completely to
connect it with the town ; and this guarter is principally inhabited by
the more opulent claffes, fo as to refemble, though on a fmall fcale,
the weft end of the city of London. There is a chapel at Ardwick,
and a fhort time ago, Nathan Hyde, Efq. who poffeffes a {pacious
houfe fituated in the midft of pleafure grounds at this place, made a
diberal offer of a picce of land for a new church and burial ground,
which will probably be accepted, fhould the times become again fa-

vourable for improvements.

To conclude our defeription of Manchefter—we may without hefi-
tation pronounce it to be that of the modern trading towns of this
kingdom, which has obtained the greateft acceflion of wealth and po-
pulation. The fortunes which have been raifed by the fpirit and inge-
nuity of its inhabitants from f{mall capitals, have probably exceeded
thofe acquired in any other manufacturing place ; and it is but juftice
to fay, that in no town has opulence been more honourably and re-
{pectably enjoyed. Upon all occafions, public or private, the purfes
of Manchefter have been open to the calls of charity and patriotifm ;
and whatever differences may have prevailed as to the mow. of prome-
ting the good of the community, the ardent defire of doing .'”.-'1.,, per-
vaded all partics. We are concerned to obferve the check its profperity
is now undergoing, which is rendered too manifeft by a variety of cir-
cumftances.* May its caufes prove only temporary, and be {ucceeded
by renewed and augmented fuccefs !

* The regifter of the Collegiate Church from Chriftmas 1793 to 1794 flates a de-
creafe of 168 marriages; 538 chriftenings ; and 250 burials,

In
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In the neighbourhood of Manchefter are feveral old manfions, which
are deferving of fome notice.

Strangeways-ball is an ancient feat of the Hartleys, who- ornee own-
ed confiderable property in and near the town. The laft defcendant
left his eftate, it is faid, to his houfekeeper,. who conveyed it to Mr,
Reynolds, father of lord Ducie, the prefent pofleflor. Many portraits
of the family of Hartley are ftill remaining there..

An old houfe in Pool-fold, now converted. into two- public houfcs,
was the feat of a Ratcliff in the reign of Charles I. at which time it
was furrounded by a moat, with a draw-bridge. The pofts and
chains were taken away, and probably the moat filled up, about 1672.

Broughton-hall, about or a little before the time of queen Ann, was
the property of a Mr. Stanley, a defcendant of one of the carls of
Derby, wha beftowed it upon his anceftor about the time of queen
Elizabeth. It is now the feat of Samuel Clowes, Efq.

Smedley-hall was once the feat and property of the laft of the family
of Cheethams of Cheetham. It is now owned by James Hilton, Efq.

Collyburfl-bafl, about the reign:of Charles IT. was the feat of. Nicbho-
fas Mufeley, Efy. of the Ancoats family. The late Sir Afhton Lever
poffefled it,. and it has fince been in feveral hands.

Hough-hall, commonly called Hough's-end, was the feat of Sir Ed-
ward Mafeley, Bart. whofe daughter married Sir, John Bland of. Kip-
pax Park, Yorkihire..

Hulme-
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Hulme-ball, an old half-timbered houfe, was the feat of the Prefl-
wrches, Baronets, and of the ancient family of Preflwich of Prefl-
qwich in the time of the Conqueror.. This family, by embarking in
the royal caufe in the civil wars of Charles 1. loft much of their pro-
perty ; fo that in the reign of king William, Hulme-ball and eftate was
fold and purchafed by Sir Edward Mofeley, who left it, together
with his other eftates, to his daughter Ann, wife of Sir John Bland,
Baronet, who made it her chief refidence. At the death of their {fon,
Sir John Bland, it was fold to G. Lloyd, Efq. and it now belongs to

the duke of Bridgewater.

Garrat-ball, in the time of Henry VII. belonged to George Trafford,
Efq. and his wife Margaret, for whom the boys of the free-grammar
fchool in Manchefter were bound to pray daily along with other bene-
factors.

Trafford-hall is enjoyed by a family of the fame name, which traces
its defcent from anceftors as far back as the conqueft.

Ordfall-hall was once owned by a family of Ratc/iffs, a branch of
the Ratcliffs of Ratcliff, which race has fpread into many once flou-
rithing branches, as the Ratcliffs of Ordfall, Foxdenton, Smethels,
Wimerley, Chaderton, Manchefter, Todmorden, and Mellor, and the
earls of Fitzwalter and Derwentwater. This moated manfion is now
occupied by Mr. Richard Alfop, who holds it under William Eger-
ton, of Tatton, Efq.

Clayton-hall, furrounded by a moat, in the time of Charles I. was
ewned by the Byron family, now lords Byron, barons of Rochdale, It

- R was
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was afterwards fold to the Cheetham family, and at the death of the
laft Mr. Cheetham, was inherited by Mordecai Green, Efq. His fon
has fince parted with it to feveral proprictors.

Kerfall-hall is in part owned by the refpectable family of Byroms,
and in part by Samuel Clowes, Efq. of Broughton. On this fite
once ftood a {mall religious houfe founded by the tord who owned the
place, and who ended his days here in folitude. Coffins and bones
have been found in the gardens and orchard of late years.

Edgcroft-hall is poflefled and occupied by the Rev. Yobn Dauntefey,
whofe anceftor married one of the co-heirs of Sir Robert Langley of
Edgcroft in the time of queen Elizabeth.

Clifton-ball was once the feat of a family of the name of Holland,
a branch of the ancient family of Holland near Wigan, from whenee
fprung the Hollands, earl of Exeter, duke of Suffolk, &c. in the time
of the civil wars between the houfes of York and Lancafter. A family
of this name refided at Denton-ball in this parith: funeral monuments
and coats of arms to their memory are now remaining in Denton Cha-
pel. This family likewife owned Heaton-ball and cftate, till the laft
heir female became the wife of Sir John Egerton, Bart. of Rine-hill,
Staffordfhire, great grandfather of the prefent lord Grey de Wilton,
who refides at Heaton,

Birch-hall, about the reign of king Jobhn was granted by Matthew
de Haverfege, to Matthew de Birch, with fome land in Widdinton
(perhaps Withington) by a latin deed without date. Of this family

E e - Was
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was William Birch, firft warden of the collegiate church after the re-
formation ; alfo colonel Birch of Birch, a commander in the Parliament
army, and one of thofe who defended Manchefter when befieged by
James earl of Derby. In a large old houfe at Ardwick near Ancoats-
hall, fefided during the latter part of his days Major Birch, an officer
in the Parliament army ; from whom is defcended the prefent major=

general Samuel Birch, who owns the lime works* and other lands in
Ardwick.

Barlow-ball was the refidence of a family of the fame name as far
back as the reign of Henry VL but defcending from a family of the
fame name feated at Barlow or Barley, in the county of Derby, as early
as the conqueft. 'The laft of the Lancathire family who pofieffed Bar-.
low, was Thomas Barlow, Efq. who died about thirty years ago.
One Ambrofe Barlow, an Englifh Benedictine monk, who fuffered
death at Lancaiter on a pclitical-accnun_t in 1641, is fuppofed to have
been of this family.

Chorlton-ball within thefe few years was owned and inhabited by the
Minfbull family, fprung from the Mynfales, lords of Mynfale in Che-
fhire, in the reign of Henry I. It was demifed in 1590 by Edmond
Trafford, Efq.to Ralph Sorocold for 320/.; and in 1644, by Ellis
Hey, of Monk’s-hall, in Eccles, to Thomas Minfhull, apothecary,

* This lime is of a very valuable fort, as it anfwers all the purpofes of plaifter of
Paris, and isufed in all the aquedu@s and works on the canals.  In water it becomes as
hard and folid as ftone, and is exported to moft parts of this kingdom. It is ufed for
water cifterns, and feels in the hand fmooth and fleck like foap. It is wound up from
pits of a confiderable depth by a horfe-gin.
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in Manchefter, for 300/, If thefe {fums are compared to the many
thoufand pounds (fome fay fixty or feventy) for which it has lately
been fold, an idea willbe given of the amazing increafe in the value

of property near Manchefter.

Ancoats-ball, a very ancient building of wood and plaifter, but in
fome parts re-built with brick and ftcne, is the feat of Sir John Mofe-
ley, Bart. lord of the manor, but is now occupied by William Rawlin-
{én, Efg. an eminent merchant in Manchefter.—The annexed view,
though on a fmall fcale, is a juft reprefentation of the front of the

houfe, It is the back part that is chiefly rebuilt.

The parifh of Manchefler is extenfive, being computed to contain a
compafs of fomewhat lefs than fixty fquare miles, within which are
thirty-one townfhips exclufive of thofe of Manchefter and Salford. It
. is bounded on the north, by the parifhes of Preftwich, Middleton, and
Oldham ; to the eaft, by that of Afhton-under-line ; to the weft, by
thofe of Eccles and Flixton ; to the fouth, it reaches the borders of
- Chefhire. The population of the townfhips, exglufive of thofe of
Manchefter and Salford, was found, at the enumeration in 1773 and 4,
ﬁbc fomewhat lefs than half the amount of that in thofe towns ; and
as they are filled with the various branches of the Manchefter manu-
factory, it may be fuppofed that their increafe of population has gone
on proportionally to that of the population of Manchefter. Many
parts of the parifh appear like a continued village bordering the high
roads for miles. 'The land is chiefly employed in pafture and meadow,
as well as in bleaching and printing grounds, and other purpofes con-
nected with manufactures. The parith contains ten chapelries,

E e 2 The
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The annexed view of Manchefter is taken from Kerfall-moor, at the
diftance of about three miles. The fituation affords a pleafing landfcape;.
for the fore-ground, enlivened by the beautiful windings of the Irwell.

Manchefter has not yet afforded much matter for biographical anec-
dote. The printed accounts of its college have generally contained
a brief biography of the wardens; moft of whom, however;
were firangers, and none (except the mathematician and myflic;
Dr. Dee) became fufficiently eminent in literature to be entitled to
particular commemoration. One perfon, who may properly be called
a Manchefter man, has obtained by literary merit the diftinction of a
place in the Bjographia Britannica, and certainly deferves notice here.
The following account of him is drawn chiefly from that work, though.
with fome additions and remarks from other fources.

ACCOUNT OF JOHN BYROM, M 4.

Jonun Byrowm, the younger fon of Mr. Edward Byrom, linen-draper, .

a branch of a genteel family in Lancathire, was born at Kerfall, near.
Manchefter, in the year 1691. Having received the rudiments of edu-
cation in his native place, he was removed to Merchant Taylor’s fchool
in London, where he went through the ufual claffical ftudies with re-
putation. At the age of fixteen he was fent to the Univerfity of Cam-
bridge ; and on July 6th, 1708, was admitted a penfioner of Trinity
College, under the tuition of Mr. (afterwards Dr. and Vice-mafter)
Baker. Here he purfued the graver ftudies of the place far enough to
take both his degrees in arts ; but the bent of his mind declared itfelf
for poetry, and the pleafanter parts of literature. The Spectator was at
that period the popular work of the time ; and it was not uncommon for
men
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men of ingenuity to effay their powers of entertaining the public, in
fome of the papers of that pleafing and inftructive mifcellany. Mr.
Byrom is faid to have contributed the two letters concerning dreams
in the §86th and 593d numbers. They. are not diftinguifhed by any
great depth of thought; or vigour of ftyle, but may deferve the praife
of lively conception and elegant morality. Buta peem, more certainly
of* his compofition, in the 603d number, has obtained a very general
and lalting approbation. It'is the well-known paftoral : fong of Colin
and Phebe, which has had a place in moft pofterior- colléctions of po-
etry of that kind ; and by the familiar fimplicity of its language, and
its natural fentiment and imagery, feldom fails to give pleafure, efpe-
cially to young readérs. Some of thie thoughts, neverthelefs, are not
free from the ‘quaintnefs of the Italian fchool; and 'the diction fome-
times: goes to the extreme verge of the fimple. .

In 1714 Mr. Byrom was chofen fellow of his college; and the
fuavity of his manners and pleafantry of his humour endeared him to
his compamions, and gained "him the favour of his mafter; the cele-
brated- Dr. Bentley. In 1716, however, he was® obliged to quit his
fellowfhip, notchufing to comply with the condition required by the
ftatutes of the college, that of taking holy orders: Probably, in com-
mon with many other ‘confcientious men of that period, he was pre-
vented by political fcruples:  Not long after; his-health being impaired,
he went to Montpellier. During his refidence in France, he received a
ftrong - impreffion: from reading' Father Malebranche’s Search after
Fruth, and fome of the devotional pieces of Antoinette Bourignon,
- The effet of this- feems to have continued through life ; and he re-
mained warmly attached to the vifionary-philefophy of the former, and
not a little addicted to -the myftical enthufiafm of the latter. In more
advanced life it appears from his works that he adopted the congenial

notions
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notions of the Behmenifts. If apology were at all necefary for a man’s
{peculative opinions, it would be eafy to adduce examples of a fimilar
turn of mind in perfons highly eftimable for the qualities both of head
and heart.

On his return, he was for fome time wavering in the choice of a pro-
feflion, and that of phyfic fuggefted itfelf to him, but he did not
carry his purpofe into effect. Either, however, from this intention,
or from his charalter of a literary graduate, he obtained from his ac-
quaintance the title of .Duﬂ:m, by which he was afterwards univerfally
known and addreffed at Manchefter. Some profeflion was very defira-
ble to him, on account of an attachment which at this time took place
between him and his coufin, Mifs Elizabeth Byrom ; which, after
much preffing folicitation on his part, and much oppofition on that of
the young lady’s parents, who were rich, terminated at length in mar-
riage. As he received no fuppert from his father, his little fortune
was foon exhaufted in this new condition ; on which account he was
obliged to leave his wife with her relations in Manchefter, and refort
to London in order to make the beft of his abilities. When at Cam-
bridge, he had invented a new kind of fhort hand, which for beauty
and legibility has obtained great praife from the beft judges in the prin-
ciples of that ufeful art. This he began to teach profeflionally at Man-
chefter, and he purfued the fame employment on the greater theatre of
London. Among his pupils were feveral perfons of rank and quality,
one of whom was lord Stanhope, afterwards the celebrated earl of Chef-
terficld. It was his cuftom occafionally to deliver to his fcholars a lec-
ture on the utility and importance of fhort-hand writing, (in which he
was an enthufiaft) and this, being interfperfed with his natural ftrokes
of humour and vivacity, proved very entertaining. His pupils were

much
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much attached to him, and ufed to treat him with the jocular title of
Grand Mafter. Either from his proficiency in this art, or from his
general charadter as a literary man, he was created a fellow of the
Royal Society in March 1724.

The death of his elder brother without iffue, at length relieved him
from this ftraightened condition. He fucceeded to the family eftate at
Kerfall, and was at liberty to enjoy that domeftic felicity which the
fociety of a truly faithful and affectionate wife, and a rifing family of
children, affured to a man of his amiable difpofition. Of the after
events of his life, none are recorded of fufficient importance to give to
the public, except that in this work it may be proper to mention the
part. he took in the oppofition to the propofed Manchefter Workhoufe-
bill, at the beginning of the year 1731. In conjunction with Thomas
Pigott, Efq, barrifter at law, he conducted the bufinefs in London ;
and a feries of MSS, letters from them to the committee of the party
at Manchefter, is in the poffeffion of the writer of this account. Mr.
Byrom’s letters, written to an intimate friend and old companion, are.
an agreeable mixture of bufinefs and pleafantry, and contain many par-
ticulars of the public news of the day, as well as the progrefs of their. .
particular affair, To fhew the {pirit with which he entered into the
matter, we fhall tranferibe a paffage from his firft letter after reaching
London. ‘ We hope in alittle time to be able to communicate our
** own endeavours to obviate unfair play, amongft fome lords and gen-
# tlemen, whofe intereft wadhave begun to lay wait for at fecond hand,
** and hope to do it in perfon ; to which if any one fhall obje&, as
* a piece of medding and impertinence in