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of various fizes floating in the liquor, fcems
to prove that they are originally formed
there, and not in the coats of the hydatid,
upon which they are afterwards depofited.
The number of thofe that had young ones
in them, was few in proportion to the others.

The hydatids in their growth and decay
appear to pafs through various ftages; they
are firft found floating in the fluid that fills
the hydatid, and afterwards attached to its
coats. The hydatid thus pregnant with
young, if the expreffion may be allowed, ad-
heres to the neighbouring parts, increafes in
fize, and becames itfelf a fac, containing nu-
merous fmall hydatids. Thefe after a cer-
tain time decay, and the {kins or empty bags
are {queezed together into a fubftance like
ifinglafs. It 1s probable they ftill undergo a
further change; two fmall bodies of the fize
of the common bean, of a cheefe-like con-
fiftence, and covered with a1kin, were taken
notice of adhering to the bladder near its
neck ; it may be a queftion whether thofe
were not the remains of hydatids? but that
muft be determined by future obfervations.
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glandular grains of the fpleen diftended with
lymph. They have alfo been confidered as
difeafed lymphatics; but it muft be obvious,
that the young ones growing within the
larger, at the fame time that thefe laft are
floating 1n a liquid without connection with
the fides of the fac, cannot proceed from any
difeafe in the lymphatic fyftem, it by that be
underftood the abforbent veflels. It is un-
neceflary to animadvert upon Le Cat’s opi-
nion, as anatomy has not hitherto been able
to demonftrate the exiftence of any glandu-
lar grains in the {pleen, which appears to be
a congeriesof blood-veffels. It may be a
queftion whether the hydatids are not of an
animal nature, and poflefling a life peculiar
to themfelves ! We are not yet in pofleffion
of a fufficient number of falts to afcertain
this point ; but the difcoveries that have been
made ref{pe&ting the nature of hydatids in
other animals, promife to throw fome light
upon the prefent fubject.

The ingenious naturalift Pallas, in his Mif-
cellanea Zoologica,* has given an account

* Hage Comitum, 1766, p. 157.
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(30 )
The only apology I can make for myfelf is,
that cancer was no part of the original de-
fign of my former publication, nor did it
feem to come within the pale of morbid
poifons. But as fome morbid poifons had
been called cancerous, and as every cancer
was generally confidered a morbid poifon,
it became neceffary to devote a chapter to
the fubje®, and defireable to comprefs an
extraneous article into as few words as pof-
fible. This 1s certainly not a fuflicient
apology for obfcurity and terms 11l defined.
Be aflured, Sir, I have fuffered enough for
it. Thofe few pages have coft me more
trouble to explain, than to defend all the reft

of the volume.

It is this, and the importance of the fub-
jeét, that induce me again to appear in print;
and no better method occurred of making

., myfelf intelligible, than by colletting the
objetions of fuch of my correfpondents as
have the beft means of information, and
publithing them with my anfwers. After
having for years examined a fubje& in every

poffible light, and fancied ourfelves mafter
of































































































































































(c.885 )

many caufes with which we arc totally un-
acquainted. As, however, we find them
fometimes {tationary for years, we may fup-
pofe, that during that torpid ftate no pro-
grefs 1s made towards their growth or con-
fequent diffolution. This is fomewhat fimi-
lar to the ftate of an egg before incubation,
and alfo to fome of the lefs complicated
amimals. But this uncertain progrefs may
be traced in the lymphatic, as well as any
other hydatid. What 1s called {fuppuration
in meliceris, or gangrene in fteatoma, ap-
pears to me only the death of thofe animals,
in confequence of which the integuments
give way as 1n other cafes of extraneous
matter near the furface, and the tunic of
the hydatids no longer retaining life, its con-
tents efcape 1f pulpy or fluid, and if harder
crack with all the appearance of mortifica-
tion. But this mortification, though it
fometimes gives confiderable alarm, never
extends beyond the tumour, which is thrown
out with more or lefs eafe in proportion as
its fituation is more or lefs fuperficial. Ofthis
kind the cafe already referred to in Wife-
man 1s an inftance, and your letter furnithes
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to remove the {fac. Hence the barbarous
pradtice of cutting away the tunica vagi-
nalis in hydrocele, till Mr. Pott introduced,
or which is the fame thing revived the prac-
tice of the featon. Even while the featon
and cauftic were 1n ufe, the general opinion
was that the tunica vaginalis was made
to flough away by the cauftic, and to this
the advocates for that operation imputed
their more certain fuccefs. Mr. Hunter
taught us, that this appearance of {lough
was nothing more than coagula of the
contained fluid, and every improvement of
‘the operation fhows that the floughing of
the fac 1s altogether unnecefiary.

But the true hydatid, whether its con-
tents are lymph, adeps, or whatever elfe, can
never be cured but by the removal or flough-
ing, whether by art or nature, of it facs.
It is true that fome of them have been cured
by featon, but I need not remind you how
long the procefs is in this cafe to what we
have always found i1t in hydrocele. To
what do you impute this difference but to the
cyft of the hydatid retaining its life and its
own cconomy, and as long as it does retain
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‘ ( 128 )

havilng been under his own management,
Having previoufly feparated the cuticle by
means of lunar cauftic, he applied a mix-
ture of antimony and arfenic in the form of
a pledget cut to the fize of the gland. The
pain was intenfe for twenty-four hours. Se-
veral days after, on removing the pledget,
the {kin under it ‘was found cracking all
round and the tumour beginning to {epa-
rate; to facilitate the feparation, fcarifica-
tions were made on the deftroyed furface,
and the crevices filled with arfenic and anti-
mony reduced to powder. Contrary to the
author’'s expectation, this application pro-
duced no pain; he therefore conceived it
to be ineffectual, and, as foon as he perceived
a feparation at the edges of the tumour, ap-
plied the powder all round the feparated
edges,aslowas it could be infinuated between
the difeafed gland and the found fkin. This
produced more pain than the firft applica-
tion. By continuing the powder in this
manner at intervals for little more than two
months, the gland came out entire as a nat
from 1ts fhell, or as if 1t had been clean dif-
fe€ted with a knife. The wound healed
readily. Such
: &























































































