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PREFACE. v

of the profession. Feeling the force of the
aphorism, “ueya B3\ov, peya xakov,” he has been
brief in his observations on each particular
disease, although he trusts the description of the
several varieties will be found sufficient for all

practical purposes.

The author has been for the last seventeen
vears engaged in the interesting task of commu-
nicating information to the aspirants for medical
fame ; some of the most pleasing and perhaps, he
might add, the most profitable hours of his life
have been spent with his pupils at the patient’s
bedside.  For the welfare of {/ese, his young
medical friends, he naturally feels a deep in-
terest, and to them he trusts the present volume
will prove both serviceable and acceptable.
He cannot, however, help indulging a hope that
it may be useful as a remembrancer to those
who are further advanced in their professional

career, and who may not be able to spare the
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HYDATIDS. 113

HYDATIDS.

The disease called Hydatids is not a peculiar pro-
duction of the uterus, it is often found in other
parts of the body; nor is it confined to the human
subject; some animals, the sheep especially, are
frequently affected by it.

Hydatids, according to the Linnzan system, con-
stitute a tribe of the genus teenia, belonging to the
class and order of intestinal worms. They are cha-
racterized by being furnished with a vesicle, which
is sometimes attached to them posteriorly, or in
which some of them are altogether inclosed. Some-
times there is one hydatid only, but more generally
they are seen hanging together in clusters; each
little vesicle is attached to its fellow by a very deli-
cate filamentous thread, the whole presenting an
appearance very similar to a bunch of grapes.
They are connected to the lining membrane of the
womb by a thickish substance, resembling fibrine,
but which has a bloody appearance when first dis-
charged from the uterus. The size of these vesicu-
lar bodies varies, some are very small, whilst others
are as large as the egg of a thrush; when mace-
rated and perfectly freed from blood they are
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HYDATIDS. 115

Some physiologists deny altogether the existence
of uterine hydatids as a distinet and separate dis-
order, considering what has been usually so desig-
nated to be a diseased condition of one of the
membranes of the ovum (the chorion); and this
opinion is somewhat strengthened by the fact that
hydatids of the uterus generally exist in combina-
tion with pregnancy. The author is not aware that
unmarried females have ever been known to be the
subjects of these growths, although he should feel
great hesitation in pronouncing this to be an im-
possible occurrence. He does not coincide in the
opinion just expressed, that these vesicular bunches
are nothing more than morbid enlargements of the
chorion ; that they are not always thus produced,
is proved by a preparation in his Museum, a repre-
sentation of which is given in Plate II. The points
worthy of notice are, first, a general enlargement
and thickening of the uterus; secondly, the exist-
ence of little hydatid vesicles throughout its entire
substance ; thirdly, the projection of a few within
the cavity of the womb, situated behind, and covered
by the mucous membrane. These appearances
could not possibly be caused by any morbid altera-
tion of the chorion.

We have just stated that married women are
very generally the subjects of this disease, and
that they are not only married but in a state of
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HYDATIDS. 121

excessive, from the large quantity of water mixed
with the blood. In the attempt to restrain these
bleedings, it should ever be remembered that the
only effectual method consists in exciting a general,
perfect, and permanent action of the muscular fibres
of the uterus, without which a renewal of the he-
morrhage is certain. Confinement in the recumbent
position is imperatively required, and every circum-
stance carefully avoided which is likely to excite
either bodily or mental excitement. In some cases
(that they are rare must be admitted) this plan of
treatment, with great attention to diet, is all that is
necessary, especially where there is powerful action
of the uterus; of course, no nutriment of a stimu-
lating kind should be allowed, and everything re-
ceived into the stomach nearly or quite cold, as
caloric has a powerful tendency to excite the action
of the heart and arteries. The application of cold
has a very powerful effect in arresting hemorrhage;
a bladder containing pounded ice should be laid
over the lower part of the abdomen, or a piece of
ice may be introduced into the vagina, by which a
sudden contraction is often induced.

The ergot of rye may be employed in these cases
with some degree of confidence; it is much more
likely to succeed than in menorrhagia. From what
the author has seen of this remedy he infers that
its action cannot with any degree of certainty be












HYDATIDS. 125

being in so dilatable a condition as at the time of
labour, and therefore resists rather than yields where
force is applied; if Dr. Blundell's motto, «“ Arte non
vi;” be disregarded, rupture of the uterus might
possibly (perhaps probably) be induced.

After-Treatment.

When all the hydatids have been expelled by
nature, or removed by art, the patient 1s to be
treated precisely in the same manner as if she had
been recently delivered, and her labour complicated
with hemorrhage. The bandage around the abdo-
men must be tightened, and no change of position
allowed. Our feelings sometimes get the better of
our judgment in this respect, for in consequence of
the oft-repeated desire expressed by the patients,
we sometimes permit the change. This restlessness
is merely the effect of hemorrhage, and will not be
relieved by any change of bodily position; even were
it otherwise, perfect quietness must be enjoined, as
the vital powers may be so exhausted, that a move-
ment, if only from one side to the other, would pro-
bably produce so much agitation, that fatal syncope
would be the result. When the circulation has
become more tranquil, the female is to be placed
comfortably in bed, the practitioner himself being
in the room to superintend and give the necessary







SINGLE HYDATID. 127

difficult to conceive how large collections of water
can take place in the womb, as this organ commu-
nicates with the os externum by an open mouth,
and consequently the fluid must escape as fast as 1t
is secreted. Moreover, it has been observed in
several instances, that after the water has escaped,
a membranous bag has been expelled, which, on
being blown up with air, put on the form of the
womb, appearing as though it originally constituted
the lining membrane of that organ. From this cir-
cumstance it has been considered probable, that
what was designated uterine dropsy by the older
authors really belongs to a class of hydatid disease,
the difference being this, that instead of being made
up of bunches of small cysts, there has been a sin-
gle one of large size, sufficient to distend the entire
uterus very considerably. Cases of this kind are
but seldom met with. Sir Charles Clarke states in
his book that he has never seen them.

The symptoms which mark this disease are most
likely to be mistaken for pregnancy. There is sup-
pression of the menses, sympathetic irritation of
stomach, enlargement and uneasiness in the breasts,
with increasing tumidity of abdomen. The author
cannot better describe these symptoms than by re-
lating the only case which has come under his per-
sonal observation. This lady was under the imme-
diate care of his esteemed friend, Mr. Austin, of







MALIGNANT ULCER. 129

MALIGNANT ULCER OF THE WOMBE.

Corroding Uleer— Ulcus excedens.

The os and cervix uteri are occasionally the seat
of ulceration, which, from its character, has been
termed “ malignant,” although it differs materially
from what are usually called the malignant diseases
of the body, namely, cancer, and hematoid fungus.
Women are seldom the subjects of this ulcer at an
early period of life; it is seldom seen prior to the
age when the monthly function of the womb ceases.
This observation is applicable to most of the other
dangerous varieties of uterine complaints, for as
long as the local flow is continued, the tendency to
morbid action does not develope itself ; but when
the vessels are no longer relieved by the evacua-
tion, the hitherto latent germs of disease begin to
manifest themselves, and unless checked by appro-

priate treatment, soon acquire a fearful degree of
maturity.

The symptoms preceding the formation of ulcer
are too frequently those which excite no alarm in
the mind of the patients, particularly as they expect
many uncasy sensations at “ the turn of life.” A
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CAULIFLOWER EXCRESCENCE. 147

down by slight pressure, a degree of injury might
be inflicted by the extremity of that tube sufficient
to induce alarming hemorrhage. Perhaps it would
be better in all cases for the medical man in the first
instance to perform this operation himself, that the
attendant may see the proper mode of proceeding.
It is almost needless to state that all stimuli, whe-
ther topical or general, would of necessity greatly
interfere with the remedies ; perfect quietude must
be enjoined, and everything likely to excite the
system, whether physical or mental, is to be stu-
diously guarded against. It is a well-known fact,
that even whilst the body is in a state of quiescence,
the circulation is greatly disturbed by powerful
emotions of the mind. Confinement to the couch is
absolutely indispensable, that the influence of gravity
may not have an unfavorable effect by producing an
enlargement of the swelling, by allowing the vessels
to become distended with blood.  As so little pain
or even inconvenience is felt by the patient, it will
be right that the nature of her case be explained to
her, so far as regards the necessity of the constantly
recumbent position, otherwise she might imagine
that she was subjected to an unnecessarily severe
regimen, in which case an indiscreet deviation from

the rules laid down would be a very probable
result.

A soluble state of the bowel should be main-
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CARCINOMA. 159

letter from the Royal Maternity Charity, by one of
whose midwives she was attended during her con-
finement ; her labour, according to her own state-
ment, was remarkably favorable. We were re-
quested to visit her for the first time about three
weeks after her delivery; she then complained of
the most excruciating pain in the back; the dis-
charge from the vagina was extremely fetid, the
pulse rapid, though feeble; there was a fiery-red
appearance of the tongue, which was dry, and the
bowels were obstinately constipated. On examina-
tion, the vagina and rectum appeared to be nearly
blocked up by a hardened mass, consisting of a
number of tubercular feeling bodies, about the size
of children’s marbles, which I supposed were the
glands of the bowel and vagina in a state of scirrhous
enlargement ; the os uteri could not be felt: the
preparation explains the reason, it was destroyed
by ulceration. The parts in the neighbourhood of
the uterus were greatly indurated and thickened.
On making pressure upon the abdomen, over the
pubic region, great tenderness was complained of.
This is by no means an uncommon occurrence ; it
arises from inflammation taking place in the peri-
toneal covering of the womb. Peritonitis of an
extensive kind is often present, so that in inspect-
ing the body after death great adhesions are ob-
servable as the result of such inflammation. The
disease continued to advance, and the rectum was
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POLYPUS. 181

individual has been exhausted, and at length her
sufferings terminated by death. Such an occurrence
is much to be deplored; for by attention to the
symptoms, and careful vaginal examinations, the
true character of the complaint is without difficulty
ascertained, and by a very simple, bloodless, and
even painless operation, the disease is removed and
permanently eradicated, there being no disposition
in the uterus to renew it. A patient was sent to the
author from the country some few years since, who
was said to be labouring under malignant, and con-
sequently fatal uterine affection. The case was con-
sidered hopeless, but it was thought advisable that
she should consult a London physician-accoucheur
before she died. The symptoms she complained
of were hemorrhage, emaciation, prostration of
strength, &c. On examination, a very small polypus
was discovered proceeding through the os uteri ;
a ligature was applied around it : and instead of this
lady returning to the country to die, we had the
satisfaction to send her home perfectly cured in the
space of ten days. Had the morbid growth not
been discovered, death must soon have ensued, as
her powers were rapidly failing.

Treatment of Polypus Uteri.

The only method to effect a cure consists in the
removal of the polypus, and various means have
been recommended for effecting this object, namely,
















































LEUCORRH(EA, 197

of the heart, depression of spirits, with many other
marks of exhaustion. Leucorrhcea seldom continues
for any length of time without disturbing the fune-
tions of the stomach, and inducing dyspeptic symp-
toms. There is very generally a failing appetite,
and often a constipated state of the bowels. If
there be a tendency to consumption in the consti-
tution, nothing is more likely to bring it into action
than extreme weakness produced by the long con-
tinuance of a neglected leucorrheea. Again, dys-
pepsia of long standing will produce vaginal dis-
charge as one of its symptoms, so that in many cases
it is very difficult to determine between cause and
effect. In this case, however, the diagnosis is un-
important, as the treatment, to be successful, must
be adapted both to the local and the constitutional
disorder : the fluor albus, for example, may have
induced general disorder, and this general disorder
reacting upon its original cause, may have increased
the local flow by inducing a still greater degree of
relaxation in the membrane of the vagina. Common
sense would direct the use of means for the relief of
both cause and effect under such circumstances.

The treatment then of leucorrhcea, arising from
relaxation and debility, consists in restoring the
tone of the constitution generally, and in restraining
the immoderate vaginal secretion. It will be vain
to attempt to fulfil the one indication without
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