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SALEM. q

times variable, with frequent lulls, shifts round to the south
and south-west, and blows from that quarter in hot puffs,
and with much uncertainty, during April and May ; cooled
by the rains of the S. W. monsoon, this wind blows pretty
fresh in June and July, and more moderately in the two
following months. In October the wind again becomes varia-
ble, till the setting in of the N, E. monsooh.

tosduee e The soil of the country immediately surround-

ing Salem varies much, a thin layer of calcarious
and red loam generally prevailing, through which quartz
rocks appear on the surface in many places; native carbonate
of magnesia or magnesite is found in a stony barren plain,
about five miles to the N. W. of Salem, in veins running
generally in a vertical direction through horneblende rock, of
which all the hills about Salem are formed ; associated with
this magnesian formation, chromate of iron is found, and
also extensive thick veins of quartz. The chief value of this
carbonate of magnesia, is from its forming a very excellent
cement but it has also been used in the preparation of
sulphate of magnesia, and of the pure magnesia. A small
quantity was sent to Europe, some years ago asa commercial
speculation, which however failed entirely. With these ex-
ceptions no other peculiar mineral products are found in the
vicinity of Salem, though in the southern part of the district,

iron ore exists in considerable quantity, yielding on fusion,
about 60 per cent of metal.

Vegetable pro- : ; ek ; 3
ductions. | The immediate vicinity of Salem, is, as might

be expected from the number of tanks, highly cultivated ; of
the arable land the proportion of wet cultivation to dry, is es-
timated 11 to 3} ; cotton more than sufficient for the employ-
ment of the weavers of Salem, is grown in the neighbourhood ;
Oopum cotton, a perennial plant is indigenous to the coun-
try. The Bourbon cotton has also been introduced into
the district, and is greatly on the increase, from the
congeniality of the calcarious soil of Salem to its growth.






SALEM. 9

Salem is not remarkable for the longevity of its inhabitants,
but births are thought to bear a high ratio to the population.
No documents or data however exist, on which can be founded
even a rude guess, atthe annual number or proportion of deaths,
births and marriages. The town may be considered on the
whole clean, favoring which two circumstances concur, viz.
a great demand for manure of every deseription, and the ge-
neral declivity towards the river,

The dwellings of the poorest class are the common thatch-
ed mud huts of the country, but little raised from the ground ;
the houses of the middle and better classes, are frequently of
brick, a mode of building which has of late been on the in-
crease, and even when the walls are of mud, the roofs are
now generally tiled, and the floors somewhat raised from the
ground. Cotton cloths being manufactured at this place, a
very small proportion of the inhabitants are without clothing ;
they also sleep on cotton carpets, or on mats spread on the

ground.

The diet of the chief mass of the population is the inferior
descriptions of grain, such as raggee, cholum, &c., and it
is estimated that from }, to 4 of the people eat meat daily ;
other classes as ryots, seldom obtain animal food, except
on holidays. It is not supposed that the protracted use of any
particular grain is injurious, but on the contrary changes of
diet are deprecated by the natives, as prejudicial to health.

e mmit.  Intermittent fever is endemic, and 1s present
iy more or less throughout the year; it is usually
most prevalent in the first quarter, a period during which,
as already noted, easterly winds prevail, the mornings being
cold and raw, and the days dry and scorching, attended with
great vicissitudes of temperature. It is to be observed also,
that this season corresponds with the time when the nume-
rous tanks, and extensive rice grounds in the vicinity, have

become, or are nearly dried up ; a condition of the soil
B :
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SALEM. 15

(but chiefly quotidian intermittent), cholera, diarrhea, dysen-
tery and anasarcq. A concise table, shewing the admissions
and deaths from these diseases, each year, is appended.

Table No. 3.

1529 |1830 (1831 1642 | 1833 Jﬁﬂ-lllﬁﬂ-ﬁllﬂﬂﬂr IB3T) 1838 | Total

el EiER R E R R e = R
Te— O E S D R R e
ChOlBT®. v sensennnsa| 11950130 521 31 22913 SIII-.IE 0 ll ﬂi ﬂli a ﬂllﬁhﬂl 11| 5 825\ 150
Diarrhoea. .ooveenes .| 15] 0140] 4.31] 2(37] 1|47]138!25015!20 482 ﬁ|29.r d126| 2 302| 50
Diygentery...........| 9| 6 6] 3 -Il.r 1} 4] 1,71 31'553515 fll 5 0j47 ﬁ!ﬂr-ﬁ 245 91
Anasarca. ..... s ....| 20113124114 ﬁ, 40 31 0j41 |16 Iﬂ1|'i' 8l 0 6 215 IIB| 4] 176] 70

Total. . [1520 1430

Thus it will be seen from the five diseases alone, that 430
deaths have occurred, or nearly 8-9ths of the whole mortality.

It is not easy to explain satisfactorily, the much more ex-
tensive prevalence of these diseases, and the usually greater
amount of mortality, amongst the inmates of this jail, above
that which will be seen to occur in the other prisons in the
division. It is well known however, that the inhabitants of
the Salem district suffer periodically from febrile disease, which
has been supposed by the Superintending surgeon to cause
visceral derangements and dropsies, and thus to render them
more susceptible of being attacked by epidemic visitations.
It has also been observed that natives unaccustomed to change
of climate are particularly liable to sickness when removed
from their villages, and taking into consideration the great ex-
tent of the Salem district and of the Baramahl, and the varieties
of climate they embrace, compared with the other collectorates
in the division, it is highly probable that change of
climate, abode, food, &c., exert a great influence on
the health of the prisoners; and in striking contrast
with the mortality in the Salem jail, is that of the detachment
of native soldiexs stationed here, usually about 260 in number,
amongst whom the average annual mortality has not been
above 2§ per cent on the strength, while that in the jail, during
the same period, from 1829 to 1838, averaged 20-183 per cent.
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COIMBATORE, 21

dominion of the Mysore Rajahs for about 120 years before
it was acquired by the East India Company, in 1799.

Hirgs The principal rivers watering this district, are

the Cauvery, the Bowany, the Noyel and the Amberavatty.
The Cauvery has its source near Mercara in Coorg, and
after passing the eastern ghauts, runs along the whole east-
ern frontier of the district, and affords for nearly the whole
year, an abundant supply of water for the purposes of cul-
tivation, in the neighbourhood of its banks. The alluvium
which this river deposits is of a peculiar character, and has
been described in the account of British India, by Professor
Jameson and Dr. Ainslie, as follows. < This river (the Cauvery)
“ flowing in a long course through the Mysore country, over
‘ an extensive and generally barren surface of granitic rocks,
“ with scarcely any woods or jungle on its banks, seems to
“ bring down little or no vegetable matter, but a rich clay,
 produced from the felspar, which predominates in the
“ granites of the south, intermixed with decomposed calcarious
“ conglomerate, rendering the plains of Tanjore the most
“ fertile of the south of India.”

The Bowany rises among the Koondah mountains, runs
along the eastern base of the Neilgherries, and is joined near
Poongaur, a village in the Danaikencottah talock, by the
Moyar ; and these two streams retaining the name of Bow-
any, continue their course for about thirty miles through the
talooks of Danaikencottah, and Suttimungalum, and at last
join the Cauvery at the town of Bowany, in the talook of
Andioor.

The Noyel rises in the Vellingherry hills to the westward
of the town of Coimbatore, passes nearly through the centre
of the district, and joins the Cauvery near the village of
Nercooppum, in the talook of Kongyam. The Amberavatty
has its source in the Animally or Delly mountains, and after
passing through the southern part of the district, it also, at
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revenues of villages, which were formerly watered by the pe-
riodical rains, and are now irrigated by canals, has increased
_ from Rupees 9,641, to 51,169.

Mountains and - The principal mountains are a part of the Neilgher-

ry range near Kotagherry, rising to the height of 5,600 feet
from the plain, running from west to east, and forming the
southern side of the triangular plateau of the Neilgherries.
Next to these is the Animally range, in the southern part of
the district ; CaptainWard found some of their peaks as high as
that of Dodapetta,on the Neilgherries, which rises to 8,790 feet;
several smaller ranges known generally as the Vellingherry
and Paulghaut hills, which form the western boundary of
the district, connect these two ranges together, with the ex-
ception of the opening through them, called the Paulghaut
pass, and their average height may be estimated at from 1500,
to 2000 feet. In the northern part of the province is a range
of primitive trap hills, called the Cauvery chain, forming the
southern part of the eastern ghauts, extending eastward from
the Neilgherries, their height being in many places 4000 feet.
These mountains exhibit throughout, the bold and rugged
outline of the primitive formation, and, so far as they have
been examined have been found to consist of small grained
sienitic granite, and primitive green stone, or horn-blende rock.
The general direction of the higher ranges, viz. the southern
side of the triangle of the Neilgherries, and the Animally or
Delly range, is nearly from west to east, whilst that of the
smaller ranges is from north to south, or the same as that of
the ghauts. They all however give off spurs and branches,
which run in every direction, occasionally forming confused
clustered masses, which have in many parts from the plains,
an exceedingly picturesque appearance ; the sides of the hills
are covered with jungle, which also forms a belt round their
bases, in many places from 5 to 10 miles broad. They are
intersected by many valleys, and are completely separated at
Paulghaut by a pass 20 miles in breadth. The very consi-
derable influence which this opening exerts, over the winds
and climate of the district, will be hereafter described
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COIMBATORE, 25

“ lightful ; and the N. E. wind proves enlivening and bracing
“ to weakly constitutions. Towards the end of January, and
*“ in February, the dews fall heavily, and the fogs in the
“ morning, especially in situations near the mountains con-
“ tinue sometimes till 9 o’clock in the forenoon, occasioning
“ simple intermittent fevers, and catarrhs amongst the na-
‘“ tive inhabitants.” :

“The N. E. wind prevails with little variation till the end
*“ of March ; though it generally becomes weaker the further
““the season advances. After this period as the sun ap-
“ proaches the vernal equinox, the winds are somewhat vari-
“ able ; and occasional calms ensue till he has gained about
“ the seventh degree of northern declination, when what is
“ called the S. W. monsoon may be said to commence.”

“ From the time the sun passes the seventh degree, in his
“ northern declination, the southerly and S. E. winds begin
“ to prevail on the Coromandel coast, and continue till about
“ the middle of May: in Coimbatore, and in other inland
 tracts they are weaker and less unpleasant than at places
“ closer to the sea, where, particularly near the period of
“ their cessation, they are often warm, and to some constitu-
“ tions extremely enervating. In the month of March, at
¢ Coimbatore, rain is very uncommon ; the wind, though in
¢ the morning it still blows gently from the N. E., comes
usually round to the S. E. in the evening ; and towards the
“ end of the month the N. E. wind, for the most part dies
away altogether, and with it, in regular seasons, those
dews in a great measure disappear, which had fallen hea-
vily during the two preceding months.”

“ The sky in Coimbatore in the month of April, is fre-
“ quently overcast, but rain is not very common; at least
“ not to a greater extent than a few showers from the S. and
“8. W. The weather gets daily hotter, the average range
“ of the thermometer for the month being 76°,t0 93°. The

“ wind continues to blow from the same direction as in the
D
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t coast of Coromandel, the rainy influence of the S. W. mon-
“ goon is first experienced on the other side of the peninsula,
“ pouring its flood over Malabar and the Mysore country,
““ and amongst the immense Balaghaut and western moun-
‘¢ tains, but it is but partially felt in the provinces lying east
“ of these high lands. In situations near the hills, indeed,
“ there are at this time frequent heavy showers.”

 After the torrents which distinguish this monsoon, have
# hegun to fall in Malabar, the heat of the west wind on the
¢ Coromandel coast is usually a little moderated, but in the
« Carnatic by no means to that degree that we might expect,
¢ there its temperature may be nearly calculated by the dis-
“ tance from the great western ghauts; as, the farther east
“ we go, the greater becomes the heat of the air , the natural
“ consequence of the wind having blown over a greater tract
 of arid land.”

 After what we have said it can easily be supposed that
“ the west wind in Coimbatore, in May, June, July and
“ August, is by no means so distressingly hot as in situations
“ lying farther east, but it is at least in some parts, fully as
“ unpleasant from another cause—its immoderate strength.
“ In speaking of the general appearance of this district, we
“ mentioned the Paulgautcherry pass into the Travancore
“ country, which is in a direct line with Dharapooram and
“ Trichinopoly : this opening is of considerable width, and
“ being shaped like a funnel, with its narrowest end towards
“ the east allows a free and full passage to the west wind,
“ from the time that it begins to prevail : for the fivst fort-
““ night this is comparatively weak and little warm, but from
“ the commencement of June, till near the end of August,
“ when the rains are falling on the Malabar coast, it becomes
“ cooler, particularly near the hills, and sweeps over the
‘“ tracts we have above mentioned, with great violence ; so
*“ much so indeed at Dharapooram, as to prove extremely un-
‘“ pleasant to Europeans, who are, during the time that it
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“ About the middle of August, in this province, the west
“ wind becomes much more moderate and there are fre-
“ quent heavy showers and occasional thunder storms: soon
“ after this, most oppressive lulls are experienced, and the
“ evenings and nights become hot and close. Towards the
“ end of the month the river almost invariably fills, and
¢ gentle airs, now and then, blow from the southward.”

“ In September the wind is variable, but the westerly still
« predominates. That sultry and close weather which con-
“ stantly in inland situations in India, takes place as the sun
 draws near to the equator, is now felt: the evenings are
“ most unpleasant, and the insects very troublesome. There
‘ are occasional showers from different quarters.”

“ The weather in October in Coimbatore is, for the most
‘ part, similar to that of the month preceding ; and though
“ rain occasionally falls, the air is often close and sultry:

“ the winds are light and variable, and the insects continue
“ troublesome.”

“ It has already been observed that about the middle of
“ this month, the N. E. monsoon commences, and that at the
* same time its rainy influence is first felt in the northern
“ tracts of the Coromandel coast; but the rains do not
“ usually reach Coimbatore sooner than towards the 6th or
“ 8th of November, and are generally over by the end of
““ December, about which time delightful cool weather
‘“ begins, with heavy dews.”

B The principal soils in the district are, 1st a
rich red soil mixed with sand and a species of hard con-
glomerate, consisting apparently of small portions of the
detritus of the subjacent rock, agglutinated by a clayey paste ;
2d a red soil mixed with gravel, the gravel consisting
almost entirely of small pieces of quartz and small grained
granite, having mixed with it a considerable propory
tion of sand; 3d a soil composed almost entirely of sand
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blunt leaved variety of the Cassia Senna (Senna Italica foliis
obtusis) which grows wild in the jungles; the true senna of
Arabia or what is called the Alexandrine senna (foliis acutis)
is not known in the province; Curcuma longa, or tur-
meric of two kinds, one, the ordinary turmeric of the
bazars and the other, a peculiar sort found in the jungles
near the Annimally hills; this latter kind is much preferred
by the natives in their ablutions, and grows wild in swampy
nullahs, but from its strong bitter flavour itis not used as an
ingredient in their curries. Opium is prepared on the Neil-
gherries, in considerable quantity, and is exported, principal-
ly to the western coast, to the extent of about 2,000 pounds
annually, and it 1s believed that this amount could be easi-
ly doubled.—Sison Ammi, seed of Bishop’s weed, or wo-
mam ; Cuminum Cyminum, or cumin seed; Amomum Car-
da]:humum, or cardamom seed, are also exported in con-
siderable quantities, and sent principally to Trichinopoly.
Ricinus communis, or the castor oil plant, is much eultivated,
and large quantities of both the seed and oil are exported ; the
Indigo plant, Indigoffera Anil, is cultivated in mostof the
talooks ; the quantity of Indigo manufactured in 1836, was 23
candies. Santalum album, Lin: Serium Myrtifolium, Roxb:
or sandal wood, is exported in considerable quantities;
the tree grows in the jungly forests round the base of
the hills, and the soil best adapted for the culture of it, 1s a
strong red clay, the ground should be rather elevated, and
well stocked with trees, in order that the young plants may
not have too much moisture in the monseon, and not be too
much exposed to the sun when young. The sandal tree has
no smell, till it reaches the age of 20 years; at 50 it may be
cut, when it yields about half a candy of wood; and at the
age of 100, when it is supposed to attain its full size,
it produces an entire candy or 500 lbs. of wood, the value
of which on the spot, is aboutl30 rupees; the same tree
yields both the white and the yellow sandal wood, the latter
being the inner part, and is of great hardness and fragrance,
particularly near the root; the white or exterior part, is less
dense, and has but a faint odour ; this tree is found to thrive






COIMBATORE. 33

the ground which clears it of weeds, and thins the plants.
In the second month the weeds are removed by the hand,
and by this time the plauts are sufficiently strong to be able
to resist the inflaence of the weather, and are left to come to
maturity. This species of cotton is generally mixed with
dry grain, as Bengal gram, tennay, or castor oil, the dry
grains being generally reaped in the January following ; the
cotton plants in ordinary seasons, bear in February and March
when the first gathering commences, and continues till
the end of April ; should rain fall in the latter month, the
plantation is again cleared from weeds, and in July and‘ Au-
gust, a second plucking takes place, in the proportion of
about half the first crop.

The wood of this plant, when it ceases to bear, is used for
making tatties and other domestic purposes, and the seed is
a valuable article of food for fattening and rearing cattle ; in
these respects, it has advantages over the Bourbon and Ameri-
can cottons, as the seeds of these plants are stated to be
injurious to cattle, from being of too heating a quality.

The method of separating the seed from the wool, is by the
small hand mill in common use, the charge for cleaning a
maund of 25 /bs. being two anmas, and one person
can clean about half a maund daily; the average price
of the seed is one Rupee, for 6 or 8 maunds; when
cultivated on the black soil, it yields a greater portion
of wool to seed, than when grown on the lighter soils,
the first gathering yielding one part of wool, to three of seed,
and the second one of wool, to three and a half of seed.

2nd. Indigenous triennial, or matium purthee, this species
of cotton thrives best on a soil consisting of light red loam
mixed with gravel and sand, and a red stony soil, and on the
light soils on which the ordinary dry grains of the country
can be cultivated. Stiff and rich seils, which retain much

moisture like the black lands, are unfit for the triennial cot-
K
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nagherry tobacco, and is cultivated only on lands suited
for dry grains, and is never irrigated, it is a perish-
able article, is considered of good quality for smoking and for
snuff, but it is too bitter in flavour for chewing. Tobacco of
a superior quality is produced in the talooks of Coimbatore,
Pulladum, Cheyoor, Danaikencottah, Chuckragherry and
Pullachey, and is exported to other districts, the villages in
which 1t is cultivated being situated chiefly in alluvial plains;
upwards of 4000 candies, are exported annually to south
Malabar, Travancore and Cochin, large quantities are also
exported to Trichinopoly, and to the Mysore country. The
superiority of the tobacco grown in Coimbatore is attributable
to the richness and suitableness of the soil for its culture,
to its being irrigated from wells containing much salt-petre,
and to the attention which is paid to its cultivation,

With regard to soil, Mr. H. Piddington in his paper on
the analysis of soils read before the Agricultural Society of
India in March 1836, states as follows * I believe the quality
“ of the tobacco to depend mainly on the state and quantity of
“ iron in the soil,” and also adds “ Colonel Hazeta and Dr.
¢ (Casanova are our authorities for saying that the tobacco soils
¢ of the Havanna are red soils, and those of Manilla T know
“ are also red soil ; now the red and reddish brown soils con-
“ tain most of their iron in the state of peroxide, or the reddish
“ brown oxide of iron, while the light grey soils contain it
“ only in the state of protoxide, or the black oxide of iron,
““ and from an analysis of Arracan, Singour, and Hinglee soils,
he says, “ it will be seen, that the best tobacco soil we have
 hitherto found in India, contains 16 per cent, or nearly one
“ gixth of irom, which is mostly in the state of peroxide, and
“ that the inferior sort of tobacco, grows in a soil, containing
“ only 6 per cent, of iron, which is moreover in the state of

“ protoxide, or black oxide.””*

* Mr. Piddington from finding that the ashes of Havanna, and Sandaway Cheroots
aontained more of the peroxide of iron than the same guantity of the ashes of the
Hinglee or best Bengal tobaceo, thinks it highly probable, that the flavour of the tubac-
eo to the smoker depends on the state and quantity of iron it cootaios, he also states
that American and English tobacconists and planters colour and favour their tobaceo
by using & solution of sulphate of fron which !n decomposed by the potassa of tobacco,
dnd sulpbate of potassn and carhonate of fron, which ia of an ochre yellow colour, are

formed,
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are dried on the milk-hedge, which is supposed to impart a
superior quality to the tobacco, but never on any other kind
of hedge ; and when this is not available, strong poles are
driven into the ground, and the leaves are suspended from
ropes affixed to them—the process of drying is continued in
the open air for 15 days ; should the weather be wet, or dews
heavy, it is placed in sheds, but is never smoke-dried in
this district. After hanging for 15 or 20 days, and having
attained a reddish brown colour, it is collected into
heaps under sheds, and turned once every third day,
for nine days, when the leaves are stripped from the
stalk, and tied into loose bundles containing 30 or 40 in
each, which are again packed in heaps and frequently
turned for 10 days more ; the bundles are always packed
with the stalk ends of the leaves outwards, the points
meeting in the centre The last process is to tie the tobacco
into parcels, weighing each about 4 Ibs, containing ten or
twelve bundles, when they are pressed with planks, and hea-
vy weights, and occasionally turned to prevent their becom-
ing injured by heat, it is then fit for the market. The to-
bacco raised in this district, is liable to deterioration, from
scarcity of rain or of water in the wells, or from the effect of
cloudy and foggy weather, and easterly winds. Should it not be
sufficiently watered at the time of its being topped, the plant
is liable to injury from the roots throwing out sprouts of a white
appearance, resembling asparagus, called by the natives ¢ cau-
lum,” which has the effect of preventing the full growth of the
leaf, and of injuring its quality. When transplanted should the
weather be unseasonably dry, the leaves of the plant become
covered with spots, or scalds, known by the term * poryan,’”
which are very injurious to the tobacco ; and should the wea-
ther happen to be cloudy and foggy, at the time the plants
are topped, or an east wind prevail, the leaves become
white, as if ashes had been sprinkled over them, and are en-
tirely destroyed, this blight is denominated * sambul.”

‘'The exhaustion of the land from the cultivation of tobacco
is very great, rendering frequent and regular manuring ne-
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lem, but by far the greater portion is reared in the jungles,
near the river Cauvery, within the district.

The breed of buffaloes, as might be expected from the ve-
ry small extent of wet, or Nunjah cultivation, is of an in-
ferior description ; they are small, and not held in much es-

teem.

The breed of sheep, however, is excellent; and from their
wool which is of a coarse kind, the cumblies and carpets in
common use are made, the sheep are of a small size, and
of a white, reddish brown, or black colour ; they are easily
fattened, and their flesh is of a very superior quality;
some information in detail, received from the shepherds of
this district, concerning the rearing, grazing, and diseases
of sheep, will be found at the end of this report.

Salk. Silk is produced in small quantities at Colligal,
it is however not of very good quality, and is of a coarser

kind than the Mysore silk.

Ivory. Ivory may also be included amongst the pro-
ducts of this district, during the last four years, between
7 and 800 elephants have been either caught or destroyed,
principally by the public establishment maintained for this
purpose ; the greater part of these have been females. The
price of the largest and finest pair of tusks, is from 80 to 90
Rupees, and those of smaller size, from 40 to 60. Although
the above is about the number of elephants, which is known
to have been destroyed, both by the public establishment,
and by private individuals, yet there is reason to believe,
that many are killed by the inhabitants, which are never re-
ported to the authorities. The government give a reward
of 70 rupees for every elephant destroyed, at the same time

taking possession of the tusks, but as the tusks of a full
F
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cultural, as well as domestic implements are made.

The most highly prized varieties of the Beryl, or Aqua
marine, are the produce of this district ; they are found near
the village of Puttaley, in the talook of Kongyam, where they
are stated to be associated with “ Cleavelandite.” A mine
near that village was at one time worked by Mr. Heath, but
1s now closed. The largest specimen of Beryl said to be known,
weighs six ounces, and is valued at £ 500, which, although
supposed to have been found in Ceylon, it is probable may
have been the produce of this mine.

Salt-petre in considerable quantity, is madein the dis-
trict, and eighteen hundred candies were manufactured in
1836 ; it is said to be of inferior quality to that produced in
other situations. The earth seems to contain the nitre ready
formed, as no potash is added to it by the makers, it being
procured simply by lixiviating the soil, and concentrating the
solution by repeated boiling. Muriates are also procured
by the same process, and by far the greater part of the salt
used for culinary purposes, is prepared from the soil; sea
salt or muriate of soda, being too expensive to be in general
use amongst the poorer classes. In 1812, Mr. W. Garrow,
at that time Collector of the distriet, estimated that 1,800
garce of salt, prepared from the soil, were consumed by the
inhabitants ; and although the importation of marine salt
from the Malabar coast, has very much increased since that
period, and its price has fallen considerably, yet even at
the present time, by far the greater part of the poorer
classes, from its cheapness, make use of the black impure
and bitter mixture of nitrates, and muriates, called * Adttapoo,”
or earth salt.

This salt as before stated, i1s procured in c-:ms:ulerab]e
quantity in the manufacture of salt petre,

e The extent of land actually under cultivation,
s, amounts to 2,192,766 acres, and the un-
cultivated, or waste land, is at present about 1,096,561 ;
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sanctity by the Hindoos, and much resorted to by them, it
is well built, and notwithstanding its peculiar locality, is dry
and comfortable.

TownofCaroor.  (Carpor is situated in latitude 100 55% north, and
longitude 782 12" east, and stands on gently rising ground,
in a dry open country, on the north bank of the river Ambe-
ravatty, near it are the remains of a considerable fort, in
which there is a large temple. This town is very populous,
and contains above 1000 houses. The small town of Pulla-
chey, containing upwards of 300 houses, and situated in la-
titude 11° 47” north, and longitude 77° 87 east, also deserves
to be noticed, as in its vicinity in the year 1800, a pot was
dug up containing a great many Roman coins of the reigns
of Augustus and Tiberius.

The smaller villages are for the most part exceedingly filthy,
their streets are extremely narrow, and the inhabitants in-
variably throw the refuse of their meals into them, and
also the sweepings of their houses, kites, and pariah dogs
being the only scavengers. Many of the villages are
surrounded by high fences of the Euphorbia tirucalli, or milk

hedge, to protect them from the winds, but they of course
considerably obstruct free ventilation.

The inhabitants, compared with those of many other parts
of India, may be said to enjoy more comfort, their
houses in the larger towns, being substantially built, and
covered with tiled roofs, having a considerable slope in
order to prevent the rains from penetrating. The houses
of the richer classes consist of from two to five apartments,
and for the most part, are dry and commodious; in the
smaller villages however, they are generally built of mud
thatched with leaves, and consist of but one apartment.
The total number of houses in the distriet is 251,081 ; of

which 15 are upper storied, 368 terraced, 11,101 tiled. and
239,646 thatched.
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Bpsiabit Brahmins are required to perform the cere-

monies of yaugnm and yausamus, to read the vaidum or
holy book, and to teach it to others; to give alms to the poor,
and to have pity on distressed people ; not to hurt or kill
any creature, nor to do a dishonest action ; to seek for sal-
vation by observing regularly all daily ceremonies, such as
bathing, reading prayers, and making poojah ; to have their
daughters married before they attain the age of ten years; to
betroth their sons, or make the Qopanianum, or as it is called
thread marriage, before they are ten years old, and to
perform the loobaum ceremony after their wives come
to maturity ; to perform the sreemuntum ceremony at the
sixth month of the wife’s pregnancy, allowing the hair of the
head to grow, which has not been shaved since marriage,
till she brings forth; to perform the poonnyumjooum ce-
remony on the 10th day after a child’s birth, and to make it
eat rice at the age of six months, and have its head
shaved, and to see that it is sent to school at the age of ten
years.

When a Brahmin loses his father, the head and beard
are shaved immediately, and he accompanies the corpse
in the procession to the burning ground, carrying the fire
to burn the body ; after which, ceremonies are performed
daily, till the 12th day, when the funeral is said to be con-
cluded. The son of the deceased must allow the hair of his
head to grow for one year, after the death of his father,
during which time monthly ceremonies are performed ; the
anniversary of his father’s death is also kept regularly during
lifetime. If a man dies without leaving children, his brother
performs the requisite ceremonies, and if he has no brother,
his nephew, or an adopted son, or a person bought for the pur-
pose, fulfils the office. The widows head is shaved, her
jewels are all taken off, and she discontinues the use of tur-
meric powder, sandal wood, and all other cosmetics.
sunnyassey.  When a Sunnyassey or hermit dies, the body is
let down into a pit, (into whic{l; salt has been thrown,) in a
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Inferior Castes. Ty the Thawangoo Chetties caste, (a class of
weavers,) the teloogoo chetties, and arasa pullies or labourers,
chucklers, oodurs or tankdiggers and pariahs, widows may
marry again, the children of the deceased husband being de-
livered to his relatives, and should a husband and wife become
mutually tired of each other, they are at liberty to separate,
and each again to marry.

These castes either burn or bury their dead, and among
the teloogoo chetties when the elder brother dies, it is usual
for the younger brother to marry the widow.

In the Kykalurs or weavers caste, should there be three
or four daughters in a family, not more than two of them ge-
nerally get married, the others being either given to some
temple as dancing girls, or they become prostitutes,

Qor koravurs or basket makers:; in this caste the hus-
band may sell his wife in the same way as he would sell any

other part of his property, and purchase another.

Oopoo karavurs or salt merchants, may marry four or five
wives, and are very strict with regard to their chastity;
if a woman is caught in adultery, the caste assemble and
are authorized by their own customs to put both parties to
death; this of course they cannot carry into execution, but
it is suspected the woman 1s sometimes made away with by
poison.

Schools. The number of schools in the district is about
two hundred, at which Tamil, Teloogoo, Hindooee, and other
native languages are taught. The schoolmasters receive from
each pupil from two annas, to one rupee a month.

Medical Police. Nfedical police may be said to be unknown,
as no means are taken for cleansing the streets in any of the
towns, with the exception that in the town of Coim-
batore, two scavenger’s carts are employed for that purpose.
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exceeding the fourteenth or fifteenth part of a grain, twice a
day, in conjunction with aromatics as cummin seed, the Co-
nessi bark, or nerium antidysentericum, Lin: this bark is also
given in the form of decoction in dysenteric affections. The
cinchona bark was formerly supplied by Government, and
ordered to be sold by the collector at a low price, the de-
mand for it however was very small.

Bowel Cam- Diarrheea and dysentery are the two next most

plaints.

fatal, and common diseases, the native doctors are
not in the habit of distinguishing between them, both being
usually treated in the same way. The remedies given in
these diseases, are the powdered pomegranate fruit, twice
or thrice a day in milk, the patients at the same time using as
diet, a sub-acid preparation of milk, called “tyre.” Some
Hakeems particularly Mahomedans, give a dose of castor
oil at bed time, followed next morning by a small quantity of
opium, and* bangh.

There are however innumerable decoctions used in the cure
of these diseases, composed of stimulants, tonics, and carmi-

natives, according to the fancy, or superstitious prejudices, of
the prescriber.

P, Venereal disease is very prevalent, and commits

great ravages; strong purgatives are almost entirely relied
on in its cure, when however calomel can be obtained it is
always given, and continued till salivation is produced.

Guinea worm-  Pracunculus or Guinea worm, is another very

common complaint, its cure is generally attempted by extrac-
tion, and 1s always more or less tedious, the native doctors
are generally successful, although occasionally the worm
breaks in the attempt at its removal, when ill conditioned
sloughing ulcers are apt to form, which are very difficult of
cure ; during the progress of extraction, and as it is sup-
posed for the purpose of facilitating it, many Vytiams cover

* Hemp, Cunabis Sativa,
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HMgoplial The hospital situated on the extreme right of
the square,is a ward of the jail 24 feet long by 14 feet
broad, into which air is admitted by three windows of the same
size as those in the other cells. The windows being all on

one side.

The prisoners work daily, Sunday excepted, from 7 a. m.
till noon, when they rest for one hour and take food, and
again work till 4 . M,. See table at the end of the report,
for diet, clothing, labour, &ec.

Diet. The chief article of diet is cholum, those prisonerg
however who come from the Malabar coast, where rice is the
principal food are allowed it, and the medical officer is au-
thorized to order whatever food he may consider requisite, for
patients in the hospital,

The prisoners who are fed on cholum, cost each 5 annas
10 pice per week, 100 rupees weight of cholum being va-
lued at 6 pice ; 4 pice worth of curry stuff allowed to each
person is included in the above amount; those who eat
coarse rice, cost each 6 annas 10} pice per week ; 80 Ru-
pees weight of rice being valued at 74 pice—the allowance
of curry is the same as for the others.

The following tables shew the nature, and amount of dis-
ease, and mortality which have occurred amongst the prison-
ers during the period of ten years, from 1829 to 1838
inclusive.
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JAIL OF COIMBATORE.

No. 5.—Tuble ezhibiting the Number of Admissions and Deaths, of
Prisoners under Trial, from each Class of Disease for 10 years.

From 1829 ta 1838. 4 qmissions &deaths| S §|2 5| 22 g-ﬁ
f h el flE2iSe] S o
Aggregatestrength) "R G, o1 © 1B (B0 52 | B3
: 1£51° 5l =% | 554
1=t Hull‘,l vd Half.] Jst Hall. [2d Half, = E'IE = EJEEE E’E"?&
CLASSES, DISEASES. . = EE|SE| ¢z | B4
Ad.|Dd.| Ad.|Dd. | Ad. | Dd.|Ad. |[Dd. 22 FE| 2 =
§ Febris ephemera [I'I _E- 0 l = [
|Fevers...... { s iIntermit. quot, 6 H 1 1 ] 9 2| & 4 15| G & 873 400
| » tontinua...... 3| 2 5] B3
_ Cholera.,....... | 22 l:i1 1 g2l 13| 1 1] 23] 14] 5 -943| 60 -869
1 Diseases of (1. 1
Diarrhoma....... 71 6 1% 8
Efn‘:lh&g' Dysenteria acu- | 8| % 24| 10/ 88| 17l & -Bey| 51 -515
s i ta et chronica. 1| 5
Do. Lungs.. Poeumonia..... (1] T | I 1 ol o 1| 1 Y 1] 0238|1000
. Apoplexia...... L QR EE | G 1 | . ; ;
Do, Brain.. [Pmd}smﬂ o o o o f il 1| o o 1] 1] o esslio0 0
tive fa= | Variola......... 4 o 1 1 : ;
B ETE:&...... Varicella........ E] (7] £ | T } 6., O 2 3 8 1 B-06T) 12 :500
DTops¥.. .. Anasarca,...... ﬂi al B o0 g 2 2 of 4 # 1-033 500
Rheumatic Ithcﬂmu.ti:muu .
affections. Acutus.. 1 (1] 3 ] 1 (1] 3 2 4 2 1 -033] 500 -0
‘Vnnmalﬂ-[srlrhim Primi- } :
B YR A 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 2 o 0 -5l 0 -0
fections Oonoritios, . 1 0 ul 1]| |
[Peectfie dis- { pracunculus.... | 6| 1 o o 6 1 of o e 1f 150 16 6
Do. 8kin... Morbi Cutis..... | 3| o 2 1 sl of o 1} 5| 1! 120l 200

Other diseases . | 17| 38 11! 8 1| 8 11! gl 84| 5 8 70| 14 705

Total.... | 77\ 20| 58 %2 77l 29 5p 99 136 51| 86 142 87 500

ek i The average annual numerical strength of the
e e, convicted prisoners during the ten years, has been
156, and the admissions 270, or nearly 173 per cent, and the
number of deaths annually during the same period, has aver-

aged 27, or 17. 680 per cent on the strength.

The admissions were greatly inereased in the years of famine,
1833 and 4854, when the mortality was also much above the
usual average, and again in 1837, (also a year of scarcity)

occasioned almost exclusively by diarrheea of a severe form,
H
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cholera, and anasarca; in these three years 175 deaths occure-
ed, and 1414 sick were treated, more than one half of all the'
admissions, and somewhat less than 2-3ds. of all the mortality.
The average strength in these years amounted to 220,

The most numerous admissions have been from Sfever,
bowel complaints (especially diarrheea,) and dracunculus in the
class of specific diseases—under the head other diseases, are in-
cluded 129 admissions from * punitio.”” The greatest mor-

tality has been occasioned by bowel complaints, cholera, fever
and dropsy. '

The number of prisoners under trial are few, the average
strength being below 40; the diseases have been much
the same as amongst the convicts, but more fatal.

Sepat. With regard to fever, the most prevalent type is the
intermittent, while the continued form is most fatal ; of the latter
type it may be remarked that no cases are entered in the re-
turns till toward the end of 1836, while from that period up
to 1838, no fewer than 188 cases are recorded with 23 deaths ;
on the other hand, all the cases of the intermittent type oc-
curred during the first eight years, while no case is entered
on the returns during 1837 and 1838 ; in 1833 and 1834 the
admissions of this form amounted to 270, with 7 deaths.

Cholers. Cholera prevailed as an epidemic in 1829, 1833
and 1834, and of the number of cases seen on the table No 4—59
admissions, with 37 deaths, took place in these years. It is re-
marked with regard to this disease, that when it has occurred in
an epidemic form, the cases were fewer in number compara-
tively in the town of Coimbatore, than in other parts of the
collectorate, which has been attributed to its high and dry
site, and to the streets beingwide and well ventilated; it
may however also be partly owing to the people being in
better circumstances, and living on better food, and in more
comfortable houses than in other parts of the district.

With regard to the treatment, the stimulating plan has been
invariably adopted.
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g Of the class of bowel complaints diarrica
claims attention, not only from the number of cases recorded,
but also from the great mortality it has produced. This dis-
ease is always present in the jail, butin 1833,3¢ and 37, it
may be said to have been epidemic, no fewer than 344 ad-
missions, with 93 deaths having taken place in these years.
The character of the disease will be seen from the following
extracts from two of the medical reports.

¢ Diarrhcea has prevailed as an epidemic not only amongst
the inmates of the jail but throughout the whole collectorate,
occasioned by the unwholesome food on which the lower
orders have been subsisting for many months past, viz. leaves,
plants and roots. The jail has been filled with prisoners from
various parts of the district, and many of them on admission
were reduced, from long continued disease to a state of extreme
emaciation ; and although nutritious diet and stimulating
liquids were allowed them, at first cautiously and afterwards
liberally, with opiates, and medicines of an astringent and
tonic nature, the system in many instances could not rally,
and the patient seemed to sink simply from exhaustion.”

“ The post morfem examinations verified this, inasmuch as
with the exception of a few cases exhibiting slight traces of
sub-acute inflammation of the external coats of the ccecum or
ascending colon, the greater number shewed a pale bloodless
state of the bowels, the mucous coat being covered with thin fe-
culent matter, and generally an effusion of serum in the
abdominal cavity.” Dated 3Ist December 1833.

“ From these circumstances (scarcity of food &c.) the in-
habitants have been reduced to the necessity of subsisting on
pumpkins, the white and succulent part of the leaf of the com-
mon aloe, and several kinds of roots, plants and leaves ; disease
particularly diarrheea has consequently been very prevalent
amongst them. From the dread of starvation many have com-
mitted crimes, such as cattle and sheep stealing, and immedi-
ately confessed their guilt for the purpose of being sent into
jail, to procure food at the expense of their liberty.”
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the robust and emaciated indiscriminately ; inmost cases from
two to four worms have been extracted, but in several, as many
as twelve have been removed. The locality of the worm is
generally in the lower extremities, about the foot and an-
kle. The usual native plan of treatment was had recourse
to, viz. careful slow extraction, which although a tedious
operation, has in almost every case proved successful, and in
but few instances has it been followed by 1ill conditioned sores,
which are so often troublesome in this disease. One death
is recorded and as the case is of some interest, it may
be here briefly noticed. The patient was admitted on the
10th May 1836, with a worm presenting immediately below
the right external malleolus. The usual mode of extraction
was resorted to, and the case went on favorably till the 15th
June, when tetanic symptoms appeared, of which the patient
died on the 22nd of the same month. Some irritation at the
site of the worm is supposed to have been the cause of the
tetanus. In the treatment blood was drawn to the extent of
£xvj, on the first day, and opium was then given in large
doses, according to the urgency and frequency of the spasms;
of this medicine, in ten days, the patient took 652 grains. On
the 3d, 4th, and 5th days of treatment, the symptoms aba-
ted very much, and hopes of a cure were entertained, but on

the 8th and 9th, the spasms again became very violent, and
resisted all the means had recourse to.

Amongst the class of other diseases, ulcers form a large ma-
jority, and as already stated, 129 admissions were from punitio,
which seldom however exceeded two dozen lashes,

Sepoys health of. There is always a detachment of sepoys

at Coimbatore, amounting to about 150 men, with two
European officers, a captain and subaltern. The sepoys huts
are situated close to the town, and the sick of the detachment
are treated in a temporary building in the jail eompound.
Fever of the quotidian type is the most prevalent disease,
it is however generally of a mild form, and easily cured
by the ordinary means, such as an emetic and purgative
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puffing of the belly, called by the natives coodoonovoo, is
very frequent, and is treated by cauterizing the abdomen
with a hot iron, and by squeezing the juice of a certain
leaf, called oonawoodee, into the animals mouth. Mungee-
noveo or diarrheea, prevails during the monsoon, the re-
medy employed for its cure is water, in which boiled
cumboo rice has been steeped for some days, great num-
bers however die of this disease. Another disease peculiar
to sheep 1s called joralavettee-novoo, the animal it is said
when attacked by it, immediately falls down and dies in
a very short time ; this disease occurs only in the month
of September.

Kodul-noveo or bloody flux, is not unfrequent, it is also
treated by cumboo rice water, and the shepherds say, that
the flesh of a sheep dying of it, induces a similar complaint
in persons who eat it.

The value of a sheep is from two annas to one rupee, but
if in very good condition it brings two rupees. Each shep-
herd generally has charge of fifty sheep, for which he is paid
at the rate of 20 bullahs of grain per mensem, with an al-
lowance in money of 4 fanams to purchase a cumbly, 1
fanam to purchase slippers, and 1 fanam for a cloth, annually.

In a flock of a hundred sheep all the rams are gelded,
except four or five, this operation is usually performed in
the month of September, when the animal is between one
and two years old, but never at a later period. The wethers
are fattened, with cotton seed, mixed with gram.
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by means of which much timber is floated to the coast. The
other stream rising in the adjoining district of Coimbatore,
is smaller and more rapid, and after long droughts it is
reduced to a mere succession of pools, connected by small
streams. The beds of both consist of white sand, and in
some places they are rocky, no slimy deposit being left on
them. The banks are irregular, being pretty high in some
places, and low and sloping in others. The vegetation on
the one to the north is generally tall and luxuriant, whilst
the banks of the southern stream are more open, and they
do not seem in any way to affect the salubrity of the sta-

tion.

L There are no tanks of any size in the neighbour-
hood, and the country from its undulating surface is well
N g : : :

sodous moras-  Teained ; noxious morasses however ave found

at the foot of the hills.

Slizanle: The climate of Paulghaut throughout the year, is
on the whole very favorable, both for Europeans and natives,
but is more so for the former, than for the latter. The south-
west monsoon during the months of June, July, August and
September, modexates the temperature, and in the two suc-
ceeding months occasional showers occur from the north-east,
which render the weather cool and pleasant, not only in
these months, but also throughout the whole of December.
Rheumatism and catarrhal affections accompanied with fe-
ver, are prevalent in the wet season ; and scarcely any Eu-
ropeans escape without suffering from catarrhs. In De-
cember and January the jungles become feverish, and early
in January the heat begins to increase, and vegetation to
dry up; strong land winds set in about the beginning of
February, and continue all March and part of April ; but the
station is healthy at this season, with the exception of the
prevalence of acute conjunctivitis, called country sore-eyes,

The weather in the latter part of April and in May, is
I
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changeable and uncertain. The following is a copy of a re-
gister kept at this station for the year 1837, and with much

accuracy.

Year and
Months.

The range of the

Thermometer
month taken at
the hottest part

throughout the
of the day.

REMARKS.

1837
January,

February

March

April

May

83° to 87°

About 90°,

Not regis-
tered.

84° to 871°

79° to 931°

- =

Heat gradually increasing; pleasant
for the first half of the month. Hot
during the latter half, nights cold ;
strong easterly winds. Very dry,
but not hot, though very disagree-
able. Jungle fever at Walliar and
the hills. Fever very prevalent
over all the country.

Strong hot land wind during the day,
but sea breeze in the evening.
Mornings,evenings and nights toler-
ably cool.

For the first three weeks a strong hot
land wind from the east. Sea breeze
in the evenings. Nights and morn-
ings tolerably cool. During the
last 10 days the land wind was
very changeable ; blowing occasion-
ally from different points, nights
cool.

First four days, hot land winds, the
rest of the month the weather was
cooler from several showers that had
fallen, and no wet tatties required.

Weather tolerably cool the first ten or
twelve days, towards the middle
of the month it became very hot,
three or four close mights, but the
evenings and mornings and general-
ly the nights were very pleasant.
About the 20th very cloudy and the
sun seldom visible ; and for the last
week the weather was showery and
the thermometer under 80°.
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Year and
Monihs.

Therange of th®
Thermometer
throughout the
month taken at
the hottest part
of the day.

REMARKS.

June
July
August

Sept,

October

Nov.

Dec.

Boil.

Water.

75° to 84°

T14°t0 764°
723%to T91°

7730 to884°

80° to 86°

75° to 83}°

81° to 86°

The monsoon extremely light no heavy
rain, but weather very cloudy and
showery, and remarkably pleasant.

Rainy thronghout the month, the sun
seldom seen. The rivers full in the lat-
ter part of the month. Air very damp.

Rain occasionally

pleasant.

The weather fine.

heavy.

Weather

A little rain the

first four or five days, after which
none till the end of the month.

Weather fine but with occasional
showers, some times close and op-
pressive before rain.

The first six days fine, and till the
20th, a good deal of rain fell ; the
rest of the month dry. During the
latter half strong easterly winds
prevailed—very little dew in the
morning for the season, but cold.

Weather cool and pleasant, nights

cold. Feverish on the hills and

Walliar-jungles.

Common fever

prevalent over all the country.

Jungles on the hills on fire.

The soil throughout the district is generally light
and productive, though not so fertile as in the neighbouring
country of Coimbatore ; and the high grounds consist of
red gravel and laterite.

The water of the rivers and wells is pure, and at

no season do noxious exhalations arise from them, but the
morasses at the foot of the hills already alluded to, exhale at
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The Fortandits . A
situstion. is situated at the south-east corner of the

cantonment ; it is a square fortification having round bastions
and curtains, surrounded bya ditch 21 feet deep,and 15 broad ;
the area inside measuring 150 yards square. The buildings
within the fort are placed near the walls leaving an open
space in the centre, and consist of the place of arms, bar-
The Hospital. pgofks. magazine, store rooms, solitary cells and hos-
pital ; the hospital is 87 feet in length by 17 in breadth, and
is raised about 3 feet from the ground. An open verandah
6 feet wide surrounds the building, which consists of three
rooms, the smallest 1s used as a surgery, and the others
as wards for the sick; the building is tiled, and is at
all seasons dry and comfortable. The rooms are lofty and
well aired, and are in every way suitable for the accommo-
dation of sick, to the number of about 30. The locality of
the hospital is unexceptionable.

Wells. There are two wells in the fort, both of which

contain water during the entire year. The water of one is
not used, but that of the other is pure and good. The fort
ditch also contains water throughout the year, in the mon-
soon it is from 10 to 12 feet in depth, but in the dry wea-
ther it is low and becomes covered with weeds ; no noxious

exhalations however, arise from it, and the water is always fit
for drinking.

The lines &c.

The lines lie 408 yards to the north of the fort,
the parade ground intervening; the subsoil is for the most
part laterite, and is soft and clayey in some places. The se-
poys lines consist of a main street 25 feet wide, running north
and south, crossed at right angles by eight streets, of 15 feet

wide ranged at equal distances, spaces being allotted to the men
Extent of ground 5

Pxtentofground in certain defined proportions ; a sepoy’s hut occu-
man. pies 30 feet by 10 ; a havildar’s two such shares .
a jemadar’s two and half; and a subadar’s three and a half

The streets are kept clean by means of gutters on each side.
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0. 6.— Table exhibiting the number of Admissions and Deaths, amongst
the Native troops stationed at Paulghautcherry, from 1829 fo 1558,
exclusive of 1832 and 1834.

2 AN L m
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The surrounding country has a broken and uneven aspect,
presenting a series of hills covered with low bushes, with
valleys of considerable extent intervening. The valleys have
arich alluvial soil, and are usually under wet cultivation.

Rivers& Canals. The rivers in the neighbourhood are the Keliar,
and the Caramany, which take their rise in the hills about
30 miles to the east, and both passing south of the fort, one
at the distance of about a mile, the other two miles, empty
themselves into the sea. Further south, the rivers of greatest
importance are the Cadayaur, and the Paralayaur, which
after uniting to form the Tambrapoorny, run into the sea
about 15 miles below their junction ; still nearer to Cape Co-
morin 1s the Pallayaur, having its origin also in the hills, but
angmented by a canal connecting it with the Paralayaur, from
which it is partly fed; on these streams in a great measure
depends the irrigation of the southern and most productive
parts of Travancore, and works at a great expense, were con-
structed many years ago for the purpose of securing a supply
of water to the neighbouring country, by means of canals; a
canal and dams were made to conduct the water of the
Cadayaur—which now passes to the sea—into the Paralay-
aur, but when the work was completed, it was found to
be utterly useless, correct levels not having been taken in
the first instance. From alate survey of the country however,
between the two rivers, it is proved that such a work is quite
practicable,and as the revenue resulting from it, would doubt-
less soon repay the expense of the undertaking, it is believed
to be in contemplation to carry it into effect, under European
superintendence.

A canal about forty feet wide runs to Quilon, distant
forty miles, with but a partial, interruption ; it is supplied with
water chiefly from the sea flowing over bars and consequently
rises and falls with the tides; occasionally during the rains, it
is in some places made subservient to cultivation, by throw-

K
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within a few miles of Trevandrum. The teak which is of an
excellent description, and in great abundance in Travancore,
is floated to the coast by the streams, issuing from different
parts of the mountain range.

L The passes through the hills are two ; the Aram-
booly to the south, is considered perfectly safe at all seasons
of the year, but the other the Arungoll pass, about seventy
miles further north, can only be traversed during the rains,
from June to December, without incurring great hazard of
contracting fever. At that season of the year it affords the
readiest access from Madura, and the places to the north-
ward, but generally speaking the Arambooly pass is much
more frequented. Courtallum, on the Tinnevelly side of the
hills, lies near the Arungoll pass, and owes its cool climate
to the constant current of air rushing through it from the

western coast.

Sinbis Trevandrum is generally considered healthy ;
the great quantity of rain which falls throughout the year,
and its proximity to the sea, tend to make it cool, and at no
season does the thermometer ever attain a height at all ap-
proaching to what it sometimes does in the Carnatic,
seldom rising above 90° at the hottest time of the year.
About the beginning of June the S. W. monsocon sets in, and
continues till the end of September, during this period a
great quantity of rain falls, and the thermometer seldom ex-
ceeds 75°. From October, the weather is sometimes rather
close, until the setting in of the N. E. monsoon, early in No-
vember, The quantity of rain from this monsoon, though
much less than from the other, assists greatly in cooling
the atmosphere, and in the interval, or during March
April and May, the weather is warmest, and at the same
time most unhealthy. In December, January and February,
the nights are cool, and the dews are heavy, exposure
to which is apt to induce fever.  Though the climate
on the whole may be considered healthy, it is not equally
favorable to all comstitutions, and in rheumatic cases, or
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plant thrives exceedingly well. The tobacco produced from
Jaffnapatam and Tinnevelly seed, was pronounced to be
quite as good as any imported, and as the saving effected
would be very considerable, it is in contemplation to attempt
its cultivation in the south of Travancore, on a sufficiently
extensive scale, to render the country independent of foreign

supplies.

The mulberry grows very well, and the Travancore go-
vernment are forming plantations, for the purpose of producing
silk on an extensive scale. A number of mulberry plants of
the best kinds, have been received from the horticultural
society at Bombay, and cuttings from them have been distri-
buted as much as possible, with every encouragement to
the people to cultivate them. Coffee is at present produced
but in trifling quantity, considering the advantages which the
country possesses, the climate and soil being considered very
favorable to its growth, and the shelter which it requires,
being abundantly afforded by trees in every direction; the
government are at present directing the attention of the
people as much as possible to its cultivation, and with this
view they are procuring supplies of seed from different sonrces
for distribution, and issuing the necessary directions for its
management. The plantis very profitable when it once begins
to bear, which it does about the third year, and as the trouble
and expense incurred previous to that time, is inconsiderable,
it is to be hoped the culture of it will become general. At
present, the market is supplied by a few private individuals,

A great many esculent roots are cultivated by the natives,
and with care European vegetables are found to grow well.
Fruits in general are not so good as on the other side of the
ghauts ; grapes seldom arrive at perfection, but the plantain
and pine-apple are in great abundance, the latter at times
being very plentiful in the bazaars, and at a price sufficiently
low to place it within the reach of all classes.
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The land seems in most places well adapted for d‘.l‘."? g}-ain.s,
and would soon repay the labour and expense of bringing it
under cultivation.

Reservoirs of water for agricultural purposes, when com-
pared with the wants of the country, are few and insufficient.
In most parts, the ryots chiefly depend on the periodical
rains, and the supply obtained in this way in general suffices,
but when it fails, scarcity and much misery necessarily fol-
low. With the view to improve the irrigation of the country,
an officer of Engineers was employed a few years ago in con-
structing tanks, and opening canals for diverting water from
the rivers, into other channels.

Means of com- T 1 .
ploKa Al oo The communication between different parts of

Travancore is much facilitated by canals, and
back-waters. A canal runs, with an interruption of five or
six miles, to Quilon, by means of which intercourse with that
place is carried on. An obstruction is formed in its course,
by a low range of hills running from some distance inland to-
wards the sea, and which it was proposed lately to cut through,
but the estimated expense was so great, that the scheme was
in consequence abandoned ; circumstances have however
since occurred, to render it desirable that it should be opened,
and the subjectis at present under consideration, with a pros-
pect of its being proceeded with ; were it completed, the con-
venience to the people would be great, as it now forms the
only impediment to a line of water carriage betwixt Trevan-
drum and Trichoor, a distance of 200 miles.

The road into the Tinnevelly district, through the Aram-
booly pass, is in a tolerable state of repair, and so also is the nor-
thern road leading to Quilon.

Papulation. By a census taken in 1820 and 21, the number

of inhabitants in the Travancore country amounted to
900,000, a subsequent estimate in 1836, makes it 1,300,000,
giving an increase of four hundred thousand in fifteen years,
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tants, roman catholics, and syrians, comprise a considerd-
ble part of the population of the country.

The population of the Trevandrum district, according to
the census of 1836, was 57,012; while in 1820, it was
43,583 ; part of this extraordinary increase is probably enly
apparent, for it is well known with what great difficulty a
correct census is obtained, even under the most favorable cir-
cumstances. For a variety of statistical facts, relating to the
former census, and other subjects, reference may be made to
the tables Nos. 1, and 2 annexed, which were constructed by
Captain Ward during his survey of the district.

About 5,000 of the inhabitants reside within the fort of

Trevandrum, and the remainder outside the walls, and in the
neighbouring villages.
. The dwelling houses are generally speaking
clean and comfortable, those of the better classes have much
wood in their structure, and are usually elevated a few feet
from the ground.

Diet. Such of the nair tribe as can afford it, use

animal food, but for the most part, their diet consists of
rice and vegetables, made into stews or curries. A common
article in use is the jack fruit, which is considered very
wholesome, and is consumed in great quantities, both in its
ripe and unripe state ; the sceds are also converted into cakes,
A tuberous root resembling the yam is likewise much used.

Living on the whole is cheap in Travancore, eleven or
twelve rupees a month being sufficient for the expences of a

respectable nair family, but a smaller sum often provides
for all their wants,

Some of the lower classes are much addicted to the use of
Intoxicating liquors, and the great number of trees in the
neighbourhood yielding toddy, enables them to indulge this

L
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Wagktion- Education to a certain extent is general, the
middle classes are usnally able to read and write their own
language, and in the better ranks, a knowledge of English
is not at all rare; the means of acquiring other branches of
education have lately been afforded, the Rajah having es-
tablished a very excellent free school at Trevandrum, under
the superintendence of a Iurepean master, and also auxi-
liary schools, with competent native teachers,in other parts
of the country.

i In Trevandrum, the proportion of poor is un-
usually large, and although charitable institutions have been
opened where rice is distributed gratuitously, still the num-
ber who have little more than suflicient to support life, is
very great.

S The diseases met with, are in general much the
Elephantiasis. same as in other districts,in the southern parts of
India. There is however one, Elephantiasis, or as it is
valgarly called the Cochin leg, to which the natives of Travan-
core, in common with those of the greater part of the western
coast, are very subject, and which must attract the attention of
every person on first arrival ; cases are constantly met with at
this place, and along the northern part of the coast, and in the
Cochin country it is still more frequent. The disease usually
commences with severe pain and swelling in the limb, attended
by fever, which symptoms generally subside in a few days, but
return for some time at uncertain intervals, whilst the extremity
continues to increase on each attack, until it attains in most in-
stances an enormoussize. The pain which attends the early stage
of the disease usnally abates after some time, and little or no in-
convenience is felt, except from the great bulk of the limb ; and
the subject of it is able to pursue his ordinary occupation. In
some cases the leg preserves a smooth appearance, but in
others it becomes studded with large warty excrescences. The
disease in this part of the country, is almost exclusively
confined to the lower extremities, one or both of which
may be attacked ; and both sexes are equally the subjects
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TREVANDRUM PUBLIC HOSPITAL.

No. T.—Table exhibiting the number of admissions and deaths, from
eack Class of disease, for 5 years.
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Rbewmstim.  Rheumatism is very common, and during the
rainy season it often obstinately resists every mode of treat-
ment that can be devised. Purgatives, with alterative and
diaphoretic medicines, rubefacient liniments and blisters,
form the ordinary remedies.

Venereal. Tt will be seen by reference to the table, that vene-
real diseases are exceedingly prevalent on this coast, where
it is found to exist in its most virulent form ; secondary symp-
toms exhibiting scaly, papular, pustular and tubercular erup-
tions, ulceration sometimes destroying the tonsils, velum and
uvula, and extending to the nares, and larynx, are by no means
unfrequent ; and several cases have presented themselves at
the hospital, where on looking into the mouth, there appeared
a vast ulcerated cavity involving the palate and lower part
of the pharnyx.

The treatment adopted both in the primary, and consecutive
- forms, has been in many instances, a mild alterative course of
plummer’s pill, never given with a view toaffect the system, as
the greatest dependence was always placed on the compound
decoction of sarza, in combination with the iodide of potassium,
about a pint of the former with two or three grains of the latter
taken in divided doses, during the day, and continued until
the sores healed. In cases where buboes formed, previous to
admission, the hydriodate of potassa ointment was freely applied
over and around the enlarged glands, provided no fluctuation
could be detected, and in general with great benefit ; but in
those cases where suppuration, or extensive destruction of the
parts had taken place, and sinuses formed, the plan adopted
has been the free application of the iodide of potassium so-
lution, 5ij to %j of water, to the ulcerated surface, the
sinuses being injected with the same, this was also used to
sores on the penis, particularly if presenting an unhealthy
appearance. In many cases the cartilages and bones of the
nose had been destroyed previous to admission, but even in
this stage of the disease, and in one or two instances where the
entire nose, and part of the upper jaw had been destroyed, the
disease was completely arrested by this application, along with
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No. 1.—Statistical Tuble for the Trevandrum
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Account of a recent attempt to explore the Travancore
Mountains.

The high range of hills in the vicinity of Trevandrum,
never having been thoroughly explored,—although unsuccess-
~ fully attempted many years ago, by captain Sheridan of the
Nair brigade, lieutenant Noble, and captain Green of the
Engineers,—the Resident of Travancore accompanied by seve-
ral gentlemen, started from Trevandrum on the 24th of Fe-
bruary last, via Arienaad to visit these hills ; the road as far as’
Arienaad distant 16 miles, was found very tolerable, frequent-
ly traversing considerable tracts of paddy ground, and steep
ridges covered with jungles; halting here during the 25th
and 26th, the next march was to a place called Caviat-
ten Coodul, eight miles nearer to the base of the hills,
through a very picturesque undulating jungly country, by an
old tract laid down on the map, passing over several elevated
ridges, but upon the whole the road was found tolerably good.

Here the party encamped for two days, on the banks of a
branch of the Kurramonay river, at an elevation of 430 feet
above the sea, while parties were sent to explore the country
towards the hills. From thence they started after breakfast, on
the Ist March, and pursued their course through beautiful
forests, and over some ridges, until they came to a small river
at the foot of the hills, called the Attyaur, 1,230 feet above
the level of the sea, and after a short halt, commenced as-
cending the hill through a dense, and almost impenetrable
forest of magnificent trees, which afforded a complete shade
from the rays of the sun, rendering it cool and pleasant ; other-
wise it would have been an arduous undertaking in the heat
of the day, from the steepness of the ascent, leading directly
up the acclivity of the mountain, as native roads usually do.

After ascending the first ridge, a kind of promontory or
projection of rock, where there appeared the remains of an
old barrier was seen, from which there is a splendid view of
the country below ; a little higher up, thereis a plateau of
some extent, covered with noble forest trees, and pursuing
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away just before day light, although they were amply sup-
plied with rice, and every attention had been paid to their
wants. But the dread of wild animals, and especially of
venturing into-elevated or unexplored regions, felt by them,
is such, that it is difficult to induce them either by fair means
or force, to accompany such expeditions ; and in consequence
of this contre temps, the encampment was necessarily obliged
to stand fast; however, after breakfast on the 2d March, the
party proceeded towards the summit of the ridge, which after
many difficulties, and having had almost literally to cut their
way, the whole distance of about two miles, they at last emerg-
ed from the jungle, and ascended its highest point.

The extensive view of the Travancore country, which pre-
sented itself, with the seain the distance, as well as that looking
towards Palpanassum, on the Tinnevelly or east side of the hills,
was truly magnificent. Here a considerable plateau of table
land exists, at an elevation of 4,740 feet, as measured by
the barometer. The highest peak of the range was estimat.
ed at about 6,000, and the Augastier peak, a little further to
the southward, at about 7,000 feet, which is nearly as high as
Ootacamund, and no doubt posseses a similar climate---several
other high peaks, appeared at various distances, both to the
north and south. On exploring the table land in various direc-
tions, the whole surface was literally trampled by elephants
seemingly from its being a place of retreat for them, from
the jungles below ; and in some of the small sholas, or open
clumps of jungle, the prints of tigers were seen.

The surface of the table land was generally rocky, although
considerable portions of sward were seen here and there, but
time did not admit of exploring further.

It is in contemplation shortly to make another excursion
to these hills, when it is hoped more extensive discoveries
will be the result.

The benefit of having such a climate, within so convenient a
distance must be apparent, and possibly a sanatarium may be
established on the Travancore hills, possessing advantages,
nearly if not equal to those of the Neilgherries.
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town of Cochin, as a starting point, the back-water may be
described as branching to the southward and northward,
extending in the former direction nearly to Quilon, and in
the latter as far as Chetwa, a distance of about 40 miles ; in
its course it subdivides into numerous branches, which ramify
in an easterly direction, and to the westward it communicates
by three estuaries with the sea, viz. at Chetwa, Cranganore
and Cochin. It is very shallow in many places, more parti-
cularly in the northern part of the Chetwa branch, but be-
tween the inlets at Cochin and Cranganore, and the former
place and Alleppy, situated about 30 miles to the south-
ward, it is at all times navigable both for passage and
cargo boats; from Alleppy however, to the bar of Ivica
near Quilon, it becomes gradually shallower. During the
rains every part is navigable, flat bottomed boats being
employed, but for the conveyance of small merchandize, ca-
noes drawing but little water are preferred. The back-water
' is affected by the tides, which rise about two feet, and flow at
the rate of 2} miles an hour; it is tortuous in its course, and
somewhat sluggish, but affords to the merchant a safe, and
convenient means of transport for his goods, to the marts of
Cochin and Alleppy, as also to the cultivator, of carrying
his produce without much trouble or expense to the best
market ; another very important advantage is, that the com-
munication is open at all seasons of the year. The cargo
boats are covered with mats, made either of bamboo or cad-
jans, by which the goods, are protected both from the effects
of the sun and rain.

There is a succession of hills and valleys, throughout the
greater part of the district, the hills are generally covered
with a low thick prickly shrub, and the valleys laid out in
rice cultivation, and plantations of cocoanut trees.

Clinste, The weather is more variable at Cochin than on

the eastern coast, or inthe interior of the country. The sea

breeze, which blows during the day, is generally from the
N
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thereby,* and the people are as healthy looking, as those
who live in drier parts of the district—the miasm being pro-
bably counteracted in some degree, by the purifying effects
of the sea breeze.

Nagstahle pro- The vegetable productions of the country

are the plantain, breadfruit, jackfruit, mango,
pineapple, tamarind, guava, lime, citron, water-melon and
pumpkin—among roots the yam, sweet potatoe, and the arrow
root—the articles of merchandize, which are exported to vari-
ous foreign marts are principally pepper, and cardamoms (both
of which are monopolies of the Circar, or Rajah of Cochin,)
also ginger, turmeric, cassia, betel nut, nux vomica and co-

culus indicus,

Among trees the teak stands pre-eminent, but there
are also other valuable forest trees, as the angely, jack-
tree, blackwood, ben-teak and bastard cedar. The Malabar
teak is well known for its superiority both as regards its specific
gravity, and closeness of grain. The angely is generally
used in the construction of houses, and small vessels; it
is by no means so durable as teak, but is preferred on ac-
count of its cheapness ; a species of fir, known by the name
of * Viney” is also valuable for the resinous juice which it
yields, and which is substituted for varnish—the above trees,
grow chiefly in the northern parts of the province viz., in
the Talloopilly, Chittoor and Trichore districts ; the cocoanut
flourishes most luxuriantly in the southern parts, it delights
in a sandy soil, and thrives in proportion to its proximity to
the sea coast, requiring little or no culture.

e The cattle are very diminutive, cows afford

but a scanty supply of milk, and bullocks are
almost useless for carriage or agriculture,—buffaloes however
thrive well, and are used for the purposes of labour ; sheep
introduced from the neighbouring zillahs fall off very quick-
ly, but pigs and poultry are abundant.

* Also remarked of the district of Quilon.
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wantal labour; the implements of agriculture are of the
most rudeand imperfect kind, that in use for turning up the
soil, being but a sorry representative of a plough—the
sickle however, resembles that commonly used in Europe,
though of smaller size.

Vast tracts of the higher lands are lying waste, from the
apathy and indolence of the natives, and their unwillingness

to engage in any branch of industry, that does not promise
an immediate return.

Labour is very cheap—the daily hire of the free labourer
- yarying from 2 to 4 annas, according to the nature of the
work, but cultivators of the soil receive only one anna.

Roads: The means of communication being chiefly by
water, there are consequently but few roads, the principal one
runs along the coast from Alleppy, and those about Trichoor
are particularly good, as the country abounds in laterite.

Population. The inhabitants residing outside the old fort,
are chiefly native christians, while those occupying the
town, are for the most part of Portuguese or Dutch extrac-
tion ; with the exception of a few of the Dutch families, who
either derive small pensions from government, or are pos-
sessed of private property, the great mass of the population
of Cochin, from being in possession, at no very remote period,
of considerable wealth, are now reduced to a state of great
poverty. They are however generally cleanly in their per-
sons, and about their dwellings, though not particularly in-

dustrious, nor anxious to quit the place with a view of improv-
ing their condition in life.

Castes. The prevailing castes throughout the country

are namboories or brahmins, nairs or the military caste, eha-
goweas, artificers of all descriptions, mooguas, kanakas and
pellers, constituting the hindoo portion, the remainder con-
sists of mapalays, and christians of the following sects viz.
roman catholics, romo-syrians and syrians.
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and their progenitors were born, but generally speak'mg_ they
do not possess this privilege, but are saleable at the will or
caprice of their owners.

Besides those above enumerated, there is a race of peo-
Hillpeople.  pla inhabiting the mountains and jungles, called
kil people ; they are regarded with abhorrence and contempt,
even by the pellers, who consider themselves defiled by com-
ing in contact with them, these wretched out-casts from
society, reside altogether in jungles, and rarely wvisit the
villages, but are often seen by travellers on the road side ;
their appearance and gestures are scarcely human, and they
subsist chiefly on fruits, roots and such animals as they can
succeed in entrapping.

L The christians are engaged in various occupa-
tions, such as traders, agriculturists, fishermen, coolies, &c.;
the same may be said of lubbays, except that they never be-
come fishermen ; the mahomedans who form but a very small

‘portion of the community, are either peons in the service of
government or of private individuals, or traders.

The amusements of the mnairs, and other inhabitants of
this country are so intimately connected with their religion,
that it is difficult to draw any distinction between the one and
the other for every amusement partakes of a religious charac-
ter ; they are by no means fond of manly or athletic exercises,
preferring those of a sedentary nature; they practice games
with cards, (the substitute for which is the ollak or leaf of the

palm) and chess, in playing which the namboory brahmins
pass half their existence.

e From the proximity of Cochin to the sea, its

low site,as well also as from the soil being composed entirely
of loose sand, the ground on which the town stands, and that
in its vieinity, is damp, water being found immediately below
the surface ; the water is brackish and considered unwhole-
some, it is however used by the lower orders, while the
higher classes seldom employ it in any culinary opera-
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and go with the bosom uncovered.

Fabliatiuis. The houses of the inhabitants are either built of
brick and wood, or of leaves and mats, anfl contain several
apartments, the style and materials varying according to the
wealth of the owner.

The houses of the namboories and nairs, are kept particu-
laxly neat, while little attention is paid to cleanliness by
the christians, or inferior hindoos.

Notwithstanding the fertility of the provinee, many of the
inhabitants are destitute of the common necessaries of life,
and have no means of procuring them, there being scarcely
any field for industry, for however anxious they may be
to labour, they can find but few who need their services.
Rice-lands constitute the chief wealth of those parts of the
province which are cultivated, the labour as before stated, be-
ing performed by slaves, the property of the landed proprie-
tors ; the free-labourer is therefore chiefly employed in cooly
work, such as conveying loads from one part of the country
to another. There is no middle class here, the people being
landed proprietors and renters of government lands, or slaves
and coolies ; labourers are abundant, and wages low, and
if the land now in an unproductive state was brought into
cultivation, the change would necessarily be widely benefi-
cial. The poor in the neighbourhood of the sea, are gene-
rally in better circumstances than those in the interior, from
the trade there carried on offering a wider range of employ-
ment, such as inbuilding yards, and in the manufacture of coir
rope, oil, &c. The poverty of a great portion of the people,
is increased by the habitual use oftoddy and arrack, unfortu-
nately so cheap and abundant asto be within the reach of
all ; the native christians too, are much addicted to intemper-
ance, and it is lamentable to see amongst them as well as
others, its pernicious effects exemplified, by a cachectic ap-
pearance, and premature old age.

o
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The number of admissions from the more important dis-
eases were as follows; from fever 55, (of which 46 were of the
intermittent type,) cholera 4, diarrhea 9, dysentery 3, rheu-
matism 25, venereal complaints 22, with one death as men-
tioned above, and of cutaneous diseases, chiefly itch, 54 ; it
may be remarked that no admission took place from those
which have been classed as specific dissases.

There is a native tannah court, and jail, at this place.

The principal communication with Cochin and Choughaut,
is by water, the road leading to Paulghaut being little better
than a defile through jungles, infested with wild elephants,
and other animals, and is moreover very unhealthy from No-
vember to March.

Table No. 1.—General Population, for 1836.

-
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QUILON,

Situation. Quilon is situated in latitude 80° 53° N., and
Jongitude 760 39’ E.,about 50 miles north west of Trevandrum,
the capital of Travancore. The ground on which the canton-
ment stands, rises by a gentle ascent from the sea, and includes
an area of nearly five miles in circumference. It was former-
ly the head quarters of a subsidiary force, consisting of a
company of European artillery, one European regiment of
infantry, and three corps of sepoys, but for many years
past, it has been occupied by the head quarters only of ome
native regiment ; there is no natural boundary between the
military cantonment and the Travancore territory, but a

broad road round the cantonment, points out the line of de-
marcation,

Water commu- 1, . :
Aivations. Between Trevandrum and Quilon, the com

munication is almost solely by means of canals
dug parallel with the low sandy coast, and connecting the
different lakes, formed by the back-waters. There is also a
POmeA. military road adapted for wheeled carriages,
though at present out of repair, and but little frequented
owing to the greater facility of water communication. North-
ward to Alleppy and Cochin, all communication is by water i
but horses and cattle can travel by an ill-formed sandy road,
along the sea beach. In a north-easterly direction, there is
also a line of communication with the Tinnevelly district, by
a pass through the hills, butit is more properly a foot path
than a road.
Mountains e, Ahout 25 miles east of Guilon, is a lofty range of
hills separating Travancore from Tinnevelly, the summits of
which are between two and three thousand feet above the
level of the sea; they are covered with thick jungle, and no
part of the range adapted for a sanatarium, has yet been dis-
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N¥ater, Excellent water is found in abundance all over
Quilon, a few feet from the surface; and although in
the centre of the cantonment there is a considerable patch
of swampy ground, a pure stream flows through it at all times,
and successive crops of paddy are cultivated over its entire

surface.

EAuSTE, In Travancore as already mentioned, canals
have been dug to connect the different sheets of water, af.
fording great facility in travelling, and for the transport of
goods ; those to the northward, are works of old standing,
but those to the south, have been dug within the last nine-
teen or twenty years. The soil through which they have
been cut, is usually a sandy quartz; they are navigable
throughout the year by the largest sized canoes, but their depth
varies considerably in the different seasons.

Climate. The climate of Quilon, and of the surrounding
country, is very agreeable and healthy. The wet season
commences about the beginning of June, and lasts till the end
of October, the prevailing winds being from the south-west,
and the average fall of rain is about 120 inches; the dry
season which succeeds, is at first accompanied by strong land
winds, during the night and morning, with a sea breeze
at mid-day and in the afternoon ; the nights and mornings af-
terwards become sultry, and in the month of May immedi-
ately before the setting in of the monsoon, the weather proves
very debilitating.

From observations made in 1835 and 36, the highest range
of the thermometer noted, has been 88°, and the lowest
69°, the former at 3 . a., during the months of April and
May, and the latter immediately before day break, during the
land winds, in the months of December and January; the
medium of the thermometer has been about 81°.

The barometer generally stands at 30, nor has it been
observed by a gentleman resident at the station for several

years, to vary more than half an inch annually.
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short time, the pasture on the sea coast proving very delete-
rious to them.

Wildanimals.  The jungles of Travancore abound in wild

animals, such as the elephant, the bison, the royal tiger, the
cheeta, several species of deer, the wild hog and many others.

Diseases of cat-  Pyring the hot season, considerable numbers

of cattle are destroyed by eating too freely of the
succulent vegetables growing near the banks of the back-
waters, which produces a tympanitic state of the bowels,
usually followed by suffocation. Horses in this climate are
very liable to become weak in the loins; the nature of this
disease is not correctly understood, but it appears to be an
affection of the spinal marrow causing paralysis, or an ap-
proach to it, of the animal’s hind quarters. A permanent
cure has seldom or ever been effected, castration as mentioned
in the report for Trevandrum, would appear to be the best
preventive, mares and geldings being very rarely attacked
by the disease. This disease is most frequent during the land
winds in November, December and January.

SR, The silk worm has long been bred, but from
the deficiency of mulberry trees, little silk is produced.
S L Magnetic iron ore is found in considerable quan-

tity in different parts of Travancore, and in greatest abun-
dance at a place called Koondra, ten miles distant from Quilon ;

it has never been worked to ansr extent.

Agricultire.  From the ample fall of rain during the mon-
soon, wet cultivation is carried on without the aid of
tanks, there being always sufficient water for the produc-
tion of rice, on every spot of ground calculated for that pur-
pose, and therefore the crops are seldom if ever known to
fail.

cotoads In the  The roads in the cantonment and its imme-

diate neighbourhood are excellent, being com-

posed of laterite broken into small pieces, and well beat
P
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DISTRICT OF TINNEVELLY.

Situation &  The district of Tinnevelly forms the extreme

eastern portion of the Indian peninsula, and lies be-
tween the 8th and 10th degrees of N. latitude, and the 77th
and 78th degrees of E. longitude ; it is bounded on the north
by Madura: on the south and east by the gulf of Manaar ;
and on the west, by a chain of mountains which separate it
from the province of Travancore.

Principal towns.  The principal towns are Tinnevelly the capital
of the district, and the residence of the collector ; Palamcottah

a military station ; and Tutecoreen formerly a Dutch settle-
ment.

The general aspect of the country presents aflat appear-
ance, with small rounded stony hills interspersed here and
there, the plain extending for several miles, both to the
northward and westward of Tinnevelly, and Palamcottah ;
and the country being more level, than in the opposite direc-
tions, it is also more fertile, from being extensively irrigated
by cuts from the Tambaravary river. This river deposits
a considerable quantity of alluvium annually on the rice
lands. In the south eastern direction, the country is barren,
the soil being light, covered with stones, and only suitable

for dry crops.

Boil. The soil is generally of a very red, almost

rusty colour, from the presence of iron, and contains a large
proportion of sand, forming a clay but sparingly adhe.
sive, and not very fertile; it however produces rice in
Gl B Yimited quantity, with a good deal of cotton,
and other dry crops; palmira trees grow well in it,
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Tt may be stated generally, that the fort stands on 2
part of the plain slightly elevated, and that being built
on a naked rock, and not having a wet ditch, it appears to
be in a great measure free from the ordinary sources of
malaria, with the exception of some low grounds and tanks,
immediately to the northward ; but as the tanks which are
filled from the river, are shallow, the water being generally
drawn off for the purposes of irrigation, and not allowed to
stagnate, they do not seem productive of disease.

R In the fort there are numerous wells which are
abundantly supplied with water, found at a depth of from
eight to twelve feet from the surface, at the driest season of
the year. The rise of water in wells after being drawn, is
usually about two feet, in 12 hours; and exceptin a few
wells which are much worked, the water contains a conside-
rable portion of saline matter, and in some is almost brackish.

Barracks, The barrack occupied by the European Axtil-
lery, is a commodious house, formerly the residence of the
commandant, it consists of several large airy rooms; and is
situated on the most elevated ground, within the fort, in an
enclosed compound of considerable size, surrounded by a mud
wall about five feet high. Tt is open on all sides, particularly
towards the east, and is at such a distance from the neigh-
bouring villages, as to prevent inconvenience from noise &c.
Near the barrack compound, and only separated from it by a
narrow road, are the houses of the European officers, forming
an oblong square on the southern face of the fort. They are
large convenient buildings, and one of them contains a public
bath room, which has been found to be not only a great lux-
ury, but conducive to health.

The place of arms, for the native troops, is situated in the
centre of the village, having an open space in front large
enough to admit of a regiment being drawn up in line.

Bl The hospital stands within a few yards of the place
of arms, separated from it by a road, it is a convenient build-
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The diet, clothing, hours of labour, &c. are shown in the
general table annexed to the report of this division.

As the medical returfis from this jail were not forwarded
till 1836, the usual table of disease cannot be given. The
sickness and mortality however which have occurred amongst
the convicted prisoners, since that period up to 1841 inclu-
sive, are exhibited in the following table No. 9. The percen-
tage of admissions into hospital on the strength, is exceedingly
high, but the diseases have been of a mild nature, and the
mortality is below that of most other jails in the division.

During the same period from an aggregate strength of 80
prisoners waiting for trial, 127 admissions into hospital have
taken place, (including 40 cases of fever, 35 of bowel com-
plaints and 12 of rheumatism) and 5 deaths, viz. one from
diarrhea, one from dysentery, one from asthma, one from
beriberi and one from compound fracture of the leg.

A Native regiment has been stationed here during the pe-
riod from 1829 to 1838, and table No. 10, shews the nature
of the diseases and amount of mortality which have occurred
during that time, from an aggregate strength of 8094 sepoys.
A small detachment of Artillery is also stationed at Palamcot-
tah, but the number of Europeans has not exceeded 20 men;
and in five years from 1834 to 1838, from an aggregate strength
of 101 men, 206 admissions into hospital have taken place,
(including 6 cases of fever, 14 of dysentery, 24 of hepatitis,
23 of ebrietas and 40 of venereal) and 7 deaths, one from fe-
ver, two from dysentery, one from hepatitis, two from ebrietas
and one fiom erysipelas.
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0. 10.— Table exhibiting the admissions into hospital and deaths
ngst the Native troops stationed at Palameottah from 1829 to 1838
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rivers, and other low parts of the country, fevers prevail dur-
ing the above mentioned period, and also in the rains, when
the days are sultry, and the nights chilly.

In the talook of Maloor, when the rains fail, on which
the ryots depend for the irrigation of their lands much
distress has occasionally been experienced, and it has like-
wise been observed, that the inhabitants are more subject to
attacks of dysentery, and guinea worm, when the tanks be-
come nearly dried up. Cholera has generally prevailed to a
considerable extent in this district ; and native practitioners
are so few in number, and so exceedingly ignorant of medi-
cine and surgery to which little attention is paid, that it has
been found necessary to place some native doctors on the
peon establishment, in order to afford assistance in urgent
cases, and to procure information in those of a criminal nature,

Vegetadle pro- The following grains &ec., are the produce of

the district; paddy, raghee, cumboo, cholum,
varaghoo, tany, samay, cootherayvalle, candacunnei, mochay-
cottay, country beans, thattapiar, pacepiar, panepiar, green
gram, chalpair, vooloonthoo, horse gram, sessamun seeds,
bengal gram and doll, castor seeds, landom seeds, voopoo
cotton seed &ec.

The S. W. monsoon, which sets in about the latter end of
April, and lasts till July, is favorable for the cultivation of
dry grain or punjy ; and from August to November, the sea-
son is also fayorable both for the cultivation of paddy, and

punjy.

Aokl The roads generally through the district, are
good, and level, having trees planted along their sides; there
are also mile stones, on the principal roads, having English
and Malabar inscriptions ; and wherever required, well built
bridges have been constructed.

e The food of the poorer class of natives consists
of paddy, raghee, cumboo and cholum ; they are generally
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Want of clean-  (onsiderable improvement has lately been

effected, as regards the cleanliness of the town,
but there remains still much to be dome, owing to the in-
habitants having long been permitted to make the space in
front of their houses the public necessary, and the deposi-
tory of all sorts of rubbish.

Dung hills are formed at the corners of the different streets,
and four carts are allowed by government, for the removal of
the daily accumulations, a number which is either too few, or
the scavengers perform their duty with extreme carelessness,
as they make but little impression on the daily collections of
filth and rubbish, which still meet the eye in every quarter.

e im The fuel used in the fort is brought from a
distance of ten miles, and is consequently expensive ; and the
water used by the Europeans at the station, is brought from

the Secundra hills, three miles distant.

Ty The bazar is large, and well filled with every
thing required for native consumption.

Wesrer. The staple manufacture of the place is cloth,
and weavers form by far the most numerous body of the
inhabitants ; they are a peaceable and industrious class of
men, but penurious in their habits, using a very small por-
tion of animal food, and always the inferior sorts of grain;
their houses are built with little regard to comfort, the
interior court-yard attached to them, is usually wet and
miry, no drains being made to carry off the water, which
from their occupation, they use in great quantities.

Mahomedans. N ahomedans form but a small section of the
population of Madura, not exceeding 1,500, they are chiefly
of the lubbay caste, and are engaged in various trades,

labouringelass.  The condition of the labouring classes appears
to be good ; and the difficulty occasionally experienced in
procuring workmen, is a sufficient proof that they are in ge-
neral fully employed.
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JAIL OF MADURA.

No. 11— Tuable exhibiting the Number of Admissions and Deaths of
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Remarks onthe  The average annual numerical strength of the

tables. " oonyiets during the ten years, has been 312, and
the admissions into hospital 344, or 110 per cent ; the number
of deaths annually during the same period has averaged 18,
or 5931 per cent on thestrength, the total number of admis-
sions being 3446, of deaths 185, and the aggregate strength

5119,

The sickness and mortality ‘were not increased in this jail
in 18383 and 1834, as in those already described ; but in 1837,
the mortality was nearly doubled from cholera and diarrhea.

The most numerous admissions have been from fever, bowel
complaints, particularly diarrhea, eruptive fevers and rheuma-
tism, and the greatest mortality has been produced by dowel

complaints, cholera, fever and anasarca, as the following table
will shew.
Table No. 13.

1829, /1530, |85 1. 1832|1833, [881. | 18%. [1986, (1687, |1885. | Total:

2ERE|2E 2R 28| 2B 2R 28 35| 2Bl 2 | B
Fever.... .. 2| 1|88 2| 68| 2| 49| 1|124| 0| 69| 1 50| 1 Eﬁ?s’l?,ﬁﬁ?ﬁi
Cholera.. ..} 6/ 3| 1| 1} 0 0| 21|14] 17{10] 2{ 2| 0] 0 1 0] 2915 2| 1| 79| 46
Diarrhea,..(835/10{37| 5| 46| 8' 30| 6| 25| 5{ 35| 8| 30| 7| 89| 4] 40{10| 19| 2, 340/ &5
Dysentery..| 6| 0] 31 0| 94| 7l o] 4l 3] of 0f 712 UGLEEE'i'Dﬁll.'HI?lE
Anasarca...| 1| 1] 3| 8| 82| 2|1 oo 5|2 'I'il slo 1)1} 1 1] 28] 12
Totaladmis- | | '
sions & dths|7415,75 I!_EI_IE 103122{178]18| 112113/ 100{11|102| & 174131 |185]18 1795} 155
Strength.. | 22| 24| 356 | a3 | 325 | 424 | 990 | 280 #02 | 218 |

Thus more than 6-6ths of all the mortality has been oc-
casioned by these five diseases alone, or 155, out of 185.

Of these diseases however diarrheea is the most important,
and 1t is observed by the medical officers who have been in
charge of this Jail, that it has prevailed more or less, in this
fatal form, ever since the prison was first occupied ; and more-
over the records of the hospital also shew, that in most of the
severe cases of fever, and in almost all the fatal cases of this and
other diseases, diarrheea in the latter stages became a promi-

L]
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The table of diseases, amongst the detachment of native
troops at this station, given in the appendix under the head
Madura, affords a stricking contrast in the amount of sickness
and mortality as compared with the inmates of the jail. The
total admissions into hospital from the detachment, during
the same ten years, have been 639 with 20 deaths, from an
aggregate strength of 1542 men. The prisoners are probably
equally well fed with the sepoys, they are also obliged to be
cleanly in their habits, and are not overworked ; in one essen-
tial point however they are placed in very different circum-
stances, viz. sleeping in crowded apartments and breathing
during the night a vitiated atmosphere.

During the year 1837 above adverted to, 97 admissions in-
to hospital took place from the detachment of sepoys, 215
in number, and one death from cholera oceurred ; in the same
year, from an aggregate strength of 373 prisoners, including
those waiting for trial, 450 were received into hospital, of
whom 38 died, viz. sixteen from cholera, fourteen from bowel
complaints, and the remaining eight from fever, anasarca and
other diseases.

In 1836, the town and surrounding country, which had been
perfectly healthy, experienced a severe visitation of Cholera,
which broke out three days after the 9th Regiment N. L., suffer-
ing from that disease, had passed under its walls; on the 3d
July a case of cholera occurred in a lubbay, and the disease
soon spread over the southern portion of the town ; it found in
Madura, from the causes before mentioned, a locality contain-
g all the usually admitted predisposing causes of disease ;
and upwards of 1,500 of the inhabitants fell victims to it,
It will be observed from Table No. 13, that this epidemic did
not spread to the prisoners in the jail.

The regiment, having passed through villages in which the
disease was prevailing, was attacked at Mellore, within 30
miles of Madura ; from that town to Palamcottah, whither it
was proceeding, 1its line of march could be distinetly traced,
by the ravages the epidemic made in every village, in the
vicinity of the encamping grounds.
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more than three feet in depth, ora rich black vegetable
mould, formed from decayed roots and leaves. These hills are
undulating and peaked, and intersected by rivulets ; they have
no table land of any extent, and large fracts of them are
covered with wood, amongst which are some fine forest trees.

The ascent on the Dindigul side is very steep, but the road
is winding, and there are few parts that might not be ridden

over, upon a strong pony.

On visiting these hillsin the month of October, the thermo-
meter in tents, stood at 62° at sun-rise, and 72° at noon, the
weather being cloudy, with occasional showers ; the air, atall
times, was found to be delightfully fresh and bracing, giving
a feeling of elasticity and enjoyment.

If bungalows were erected on the hills, they would
form a desirable residence for invalids from Dindigul and
Trichinopoly, and excellent gardens might be made on them, at
a trifling expense; from the former place, all the neces-
saries of life are daily procurable. The inhabitants
of the few small willages on these hills, appear to be
very poor, and subsist principally by cultivating plan-
tains, they also grow oranges, citrons, jack fruit and
pine apples ; and they have a small stock of poultry, horn-
ed-cattle and goats. They are not so robust as the people of
the plains, but are not known to be subject to any particular
complaints, the most prevalent disease is fever.

SRS The climate of Dindigul is perhaps equal to that of
any part of the Carnatic. In May, which is the hottest month of
the year, the thermometer ranges from 79° to 98° ; and in
December and January, the coldest months, it ranges from
66° to 80° ; and at this season the climate is peculiarly favora-
ble to the growth of European vegetables. In July the ther-
mometer ranges from 80° to 90° ; in Augustfrom 76° to 88°,
September and October, giving nearly a similar result, the

8
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citrons, guavas, mangoes, jack and other fruits are grown

every where, and potatoes, beans, peas, knolcole, cucumbers,
cabbage, carrots and turnips are cultivated,in some instances,

from seed procured from the Neilgherries or Bangalore ; many
medicinal plants are also produced in the district, amongst
which are cheyreta, castor oil, croton, sarsaparilla®, and senna,
the last being equal to that in general use in the hospitals of
of this presidency, which is brought from Egypt.

AL E Sheep and goats abound, black cattle are also
reared, but are less valuable than those of Diaporam and
Coimbatore, elephants are found in the Pulney mountains,
cheetas occasionally visit the plains, and wild hogs, foxes,
jackals, and jungle cats, with a variety of monkeys are com-
mon ; elk and bison are found both on the Pulney and Sorroo-
mullay hills ; florican, snipe, pigeons of varieties, and water-
fowl may be purchased at Dindigul from the shikarees, ata

very reasonable rate,

The principal mineral productions are iron, in a state of
oxide, talc and lime.

Wet grain is cultivated near tanks and rivers; but the
chief produce is dry grain; the ground after being manured
is ploughed by bullocks, and the seed being once deposited,
the ryots trust to the rains and dews for the nourishment
of the plant, and are seldom disappointed. The famine which
occurred in the year 1833, fell very lightly upon the people
of Dindigul.

goacs. The roads throughout the district are sufficiently
good to afford easy communication by means of bullock ban-
dies, the best roads are those to Trichinopoly and Nutham ;
there is a daily tappaul or post to Trichinopoly and Madura,
and in the dry season it reaches Madras in four days.

Population. The number of inhabitants at present in the
four talooks, is 217,060, and of villages and hamlets 2246,
which are pretty equally dispersed over the district.

*# Indian sarsaparilia or Feriploca Indice, Lin
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ments at which the ore was smelted, are gone to decay, and it is
now only produced in a limited quantity in some villages, from
feruginous earth. Paper is also manufactured, and imple-
ments of husbandry, and utensils for household purposes are
made in every village, which possesses its own carpenters,
braziers, silver smiths and iron workers, though the bulk
of the population are cultivators. The chief articles of import,
are sugar, salt and spices; and of export, cotton, wool, ghee,
paddy and grain of diffevent kinds, iron, wax, honey, betel
nuts, tamarinds, gingilie and castor oil, arrack, tabacco, pa-
per, muslins and silks.

Palice. The Government police of the district, consists
of a thasildar and eighty peons to each division, with a head
man to every village, each having its own peculiar internal re-
gulations. The bazaars and larger villages are kept clean by
men who receive rice or some other payment, from the dookun-
dars or shop-keepers, and the residences of private families,
are kept in order by their own servants ; no privies are attach-
ed to the houses.

The labouring poor are employed chiefly in out door work,
the wages of a man being three annas per day, and of a woman
one anna, and from the cheapness of clothing and food, thew
are few places where the poor are better off.

From the records of the police it would appear, that crime
is of less frequent occurrence in this district, than in any part
of the surrounding country, and the people are for the most
part, a moral and well conducted race.

Beools: Schools are established in every respectable

village, where the children of such as can afford to paya

small fee to the teacher, areinstructed in reading and writing

tamil, in arithmetic, and in religion ; they ave generally sent

to school at the age of 5 years,

n.&Ea‘it]i":ﬁ:.r“s' Fever prevails amongst the troops, more or
less, throughout the year, but not to any great

extent, and appears to arise principally from exposure to the
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occasioned by want of cleanliness and poor diet, as the higher
classes are exempt from them. The best application is basilicon
and turpentine applied warm to the sores, and in bad cases,
the administration of bark and wine is found to be very ser-
viceable.

Ophthalmis: Ophthalmia occurs annually as an epidemic du-
ring the months of July and August, especially amongst
children, the conjunctiva becoming highly inflamed, with
tumefaction of the eye lids, followed by a purulent dis-
charge; the cause of this disease is not very evident, but it
is generally attributed to the effects of the hot winds; the
best application is lunar caustic in solution.

Emall.Pox. Small pox also used to appear annually as an
epidemic in the autumn, but since vaccination has been so
widely diffused, the casesofit are comparatively rare.

Venereal. Venereal disease is not found to prevail to any
considerable extent in this district.

}:;::Emm of The day after the birth of a child, a dose of

castor oilis given toit, and in the generality of
instances, repeated daily for the first two or three months,
and the child is washed every third day; after the first
month it is usual to give it a few drops of the juice of the
euphorbium, with boiled milk, as a preventive of sickness ;
should the mother have abundance of milk no other food is
given for mnine or ten months, after which the child is fed
on rice, congee or sago.

Nostatements, either of diseases or deaths, arekept by the na-
tives, and when especially called for by the authorities on par-
ticular occasions, they are made out from the information fur-
nished by the heads of villages, collected from the reports of the
native doctors, and but little dependance can be placed on
these ; no registers either of marriages or births have been
kept, except in the district of Toddy Coomboo
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In 1833, the aggregate population of the sub-collectorate
of Dindigul was 268,000, in 1834, 263,840. In the first of
these years, that in which the greatest distress prevailed,
the proportion of deaths per cent, to population, was only 1z,
and in the second not more than 1.5. The most prevalent
and fatal diseases have been cholera, fever, and small pox;
in 1833, no less than 5,585 of the inhabitants were attacked
by cholera, being about 2-Tths of the total number of sick
treated, more than one half of whom died; in 1834, the
number was only 2,518 or about 7 of the whole sick, of
whom rather less than one half died. In 1833, the febrile
cases amounted to 4762, rather more than 1 of which termi-
nated fatally ; in 1834, the number did not exceed 4,593, of
which however, upwards of } proved fatal ; in 1833, the cases
of small pox amounted to 3,230, upwards of § of which proved
fatal ; in 1834, to 2,074, of which } died. Itis highly probable
however, that the knowledge of diseases possessed by the
native functionaries engaged in filling up the abstract from
which these results are taken, must have been very limited,
and that several mistakes have occurred in their classification,
and that one disease was not unfrequently mistaken for another.
In 1833, the total of sick was 18,874 and of deaths 4,747,
being 25 1 per cent ; in 1834, the total of sick was 18,414, the
deaths 3,554, or 19 4 per cent.

There can be no doubt that the proportion of deaths to
the total of sick, is rated too high, as it may be presumed there
were not a few suffering from disease, who were not reported.

Annexed is a table shewing the number of inhabitants for
1833, 34, and 35, exclusive of the Shenkary division.

e The hospital at Dindigul is appropriated for
the sick of the garrison and sub-collectorate, but the villagers
sometimes apply for admission in severe cases, and a consider-
able number of them also receive medicines as out patients.
The hospital is well sitnated in a good compound at a conve-
nient distance from the lines, it is very airy and commodious,
and capable of uuntqining 290 beds, it has a surgery, cookroom,
T
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cutcherry, upon either side of the Trichinopoly road, placed
in good compounds enclosed with enphorbium or aloe hedges ;
the teak, tamarind and various trees and shrubs are culti-
vated, and give an ornamental appearance to the town,
and to the compounds in particular. The soil is the light
and dark ferruginous earth, already spoken of, lying upon
gneiss, which in some places has decayed into a light grey
soft stone, easily dug by a pick-axe or spade; on the
sides of wells some of which are deep, the soil appears,
for the most part, to be about three feet in thickness,
and the rock is veined with felspar, and sometimes with a
soft stratum of clay. The water round Dindigul is good, but
that preferred for drinking is obtained from the brahmin’s
bowrie, to the north of the town, and from a reservoir at
the bottom of the rock, which is filled by the rains, and which
when filtered is remarkably pure and wholesome.

The fortified rock on the western side of the town is a
very remarkable looking wedge shaped mass of gneiss,
veined with felspar, being a conspicuous object from all parts
of the plain ; the strata at its summit dip at about an angle of
75°, and lower down become exceedingly tortuous ; nodules or
irregular shaped masses of felspar three or four yards in circum-
ference are here and there imbedded in its structure ; and in
some fragments detached from the southern side garnets have
been found. The rockis about 400 feet in length, and 300 in
breadth, and its height by barometrical measurement has been
ascertained to be 280 feet, it is perfectly bare of vegetation,
with the exception of a few patches of scanty soil in the upper
fort, inwhich some stunted trees and shrubs grow, the ascent
1s on the eastern side by a flight of stone steps, the other
sides being perpendicular ; near the summit there isa well’
of great depth, erroneously supposed by the natives to be
unfathomable, the water of which is exceedingly pure, and
might easily be conveyed by pipes to the town, which would
afford a constant supply, though perhaps not sufficient for the
wants of the whole population.

Dindigul having been only occasionally occupied by troops
since 1829, the usual table of diseases cannot be given; the
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S ToNst: The southern part of the coast is faced with
rugged rocks, which extend for some distance into the sea,
rendering the navigation dangerous; and the neck of land
which runs towards Ramisseram, is almost entirely composed
of sand, covered with a low brushwood, and scanty grass;
it terminates abruptly, there being a break or chasm, of about
2,250 yards wide, between the island and the main land,
the general direction of which, and the shattered appearance
of the bank at both sides, rendering it pretty certain that they
must at one time have been connected.

Soil” The soil in the interior and western talooks, is
black cotton ground, and in the eastern parts, for a distance
of about 15 miles from the sea, light and sandy; with the
assistance however of manure, a large portion is brought
under cultivation, and during the wet season tolerable crops
of dry grain are obtained. Even the most unfayourable
portions of the country are not entirely unproductive, as the
valuable chay-plant, from the root of which a beautiful red
dye is extracted, grows spontaneously in the sand; and is
found in great abundance along the coast, often growing in
what appears to be the most sterile spots.

Danpon of the  Rammnad is divided into 17 talooks, the po-
JiueHon; pulation of which, and the number of villages,
are as follows :—
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Purt: The fort was built about 250 years ago, by Magana
Ragoonada Saied-budday, who also constructed a large tank
near it, on the north side.

Zemindar's palace. The Zemindar's palace, composed of four square
buildings of two and three stories high, stands in the centre
of the town ; it is an ancient structure ornamented in the
native style, but going to decay. Adjacent to the palace, is
a large and handsome bungalow, which belonged to the late
Colonel Martinz, who resided here for many years in com-
mand of the garrison and district, near to which is a small
Protestant Church. nyotestant church, and vestry in good repair.
The burial place of the Rajahs, containing several granite
tombs, is on the opposite side of the tank. A small roman ca-
tholic church, near the south-east corner of the fort, and a pa-
goda in the centre of the town, are the only other objects

worthy of notice.

The fort contains about 5,000 inhabitants, chiefly dependants
of the Zemindar, the houses are generally built of mud, and
thatched ; the streets, with one exception, are irregular and
narrow, but they are kept tolerably clean.

A large portion of the inhabitants reside outside the walls,
on the eastern side near the principal entrance to the fort;
they amount to about 5,000, chiefly hindoos, who are en-
gaged in agricultural pursuits, and as grain merchants;
and a few occupied in manufacturing coarse cloths ; there
are two rows of bazars regularly built, with tiled roofs, where
a market is held every Wednesday.

M R Tgtach Ramnad is garrisoned by a company of native

troops, under a European officer; and is the
residence of the assistant to the collector of Madura. The
sepoys have mno separate lines, but occupy houses indis-
Hosgia. ™ ©  criminately with the inhabitants ; the place of

arms, and a small substantial building, used as
an hospital, are within the fort, and are sufficiently commodi-

ous for the detachment.
U
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the houses ave poor looking, and the streets irregular, nar-
row and filthy ; but notwithstanding its appearance, it 1s one
of the most important places in the district on account of
its trade, and the numerous wealthy chetties who reside
there ; these people live in a mean style, but distribute much
charity ; they de not salaam to superiors, but make their
acknowledgments by rubbing the hand on the belly.

gt Mee- Mootapettah, a fishing village situated ten

miles south-east of Rammnad, is inhabited by
roman catholie christians, who have a church in the centre
of the village, the officiating priest being a native of Goa. At
a short distance, close on the sea shore, two thatched bunga-
lows have been erected for the convenience of the European
residents in the district, which are occasionally resorted to,
during the sultry and oppressive months of March and
April.

SanoeTay. Autuncaray, a small sea port, eleven miles east
of Ramnad at the mouth of the river Vigay, is inhabited
chiefly by fishermen ; coasting vessels enter the river at cer-
tain seasons of the year, and carry on a trade in rice, and
other products of the district ; the best tobacco grown in the
southern provinces iz obtained from this neighbourhood.
There is a spacious and substantially built choultry here, which
was erected, and liberally endowed by the late Zemindar,
where alms are daily distributed to pilgrims, on their way to
and from Ramisseram.

E’ﬂgﬂg};ﬂf““‘ Arnootamungalum, and about a dozen othex
villages lying north of the Collycurray, and south
of the Nunnymuttoo rivers, are inhabited by a peculiar
tribe called vellaulers, who according to tradition, established
themselves in this locality about 400 years ago; their wo-
men are prohibited covering their breasts, and are strictly
forbidden to pass the boundary, formed by the two rivers.

These people will not hold any situation under government or
otherauthority, and are employed solely as cultivators, and they
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History of Ra- The name and history of Rummissera}n are
E?ie;;zl-:ely connected with hindoo mythology, fmd it 18 Cons
sidered a place of peculiar sanctity. According fto tradi-
tionary accounts, Ravan king of Lunka (Ge;rlﬂn] sto}e away
the wife of Ram, or Ramma, (an incarnation of Vishnoo,)
to recover whom, Ram collected an army of monkeys under
the great Hun-nu-man ; this army, under their divine leader,
made a bridge of rocks from the continent to Ceylon, the re-
mains of which is called Adam’s bridge. The way being
thus prepared they invaded the island, defeated the king,
and recovered the stolen lady. Ramma on his return from
Ceylon was observed to have two shadows, a peculiarity said
only to attend sinners of the deepest die ; but on his arrival at
Gundamanthrun, the original name of the promontory which
now forms the island, the additional shadow disappeared,
and he was informed by an attending priest, that he stood on
holy ground, and that in consequence his sins were forgiven.
Here Ramma performed ablutions, and solemnized the event
by festivities; he at the same time sent to Benares for a
lingum, and fashioned another with his own hands, out of a
little sand, both of which are now carefully preserved in the
sanctuary of the temple. From that period the island has been
dedicated to him, and called Rammisseram ; and in the expecta-
tion of reaping worldly advantages, which have been liberally
promised, and immediate happiness after death, said to be
insured to all who wvisit the sacred shrine, and attend to the

ceremonies enjoined, pilgrims in vast numbers resort to it from
remote parts of India.

Extent and ge- - A L wou
i R The island, whichis of a very irregular shape,

ance. is about 11 miles in length, by 6 in breadth ;
at the south east extremity there is a narrow slip of sand,
twelve miles in length, stretching towards Ceylon, near-
ly joining the chain of sand banks, which separate the
gulf of Mannar, from Paulk’s bay, and known as Adam’s
bridge. This bank is gradually increasing in length, and
indicates the manner in which the island, and the adjacent

portion of the peninsula, have been formed; the sand shells
Vv
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TANIJORE.
Bituation Boun- Thg prgvi_nce of Tanjure_ 15 a VEry fEI‘t‘ilE_,
daries and Ex- -
tent, and populous country, in the southern Car-

natic, lying principally between the 10th and 11th degrees
of north latitude, and the 78th and T9th degrees of east
longitude ; it is bounded on the east and south by the sea,
on the west by Trichinopoly, and the country of the Tondiman
Rajah, and on the north by the Coleroon river. Its greatest
extent from east to west, is 75 miles, and from north to south
115, forming an area of 3,900 square miles with a population
estimated at 972,902 souls. The number of towns and villages
Chief Towns. {5 estimated at upwards of 6,000. Of these, the
chief inland towns are Tanjore, Myaverum, Combaconum,
Mannargoody, and Trevalore; and the chief sea ports,
Negapatam, Nagore, Karrical belonging to the French,
Tranquebar a Danish settlement, and Davicottah at the
northern confines of the district. The surface of the country
is a low, level, and highly cultivated plain, devoid of
mountains, hills, or any censiderable elevations, and covered
nearly throughout its whole extent with paddy fields, in-
terspersed with topes of cocoanut trees. The province is plen-
frers. tifully supplied with water from branches of the
river Cauvery, throughout its whole extent. The three
principal of which are, the Vennar, Codamoortee, and Vera-
shalen, on its southern bank ; of these, the former is the most
important, and supplies all the southern part of the district, it
gives off several large branches, and its waters are entirely
dispersed before it reaches the sea; the others terminate in
open mouths on the coast. In the months of March, April and
May, all the streams except the larger ones become dried up,
and the waters of these are then sluggish, and nearly stagnant
The Cauvery is twice filled during the year; first in June
and July, by the S. W. monsoon, when it receives an immense
influx of water from the mountainous regions, in which ite
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mate, during the hot months, being sitnated on the coast
about 28 miles south of Negapatam, at a point where it bends,
and takes a due westerly direction for upwards of 30 miles,
before it again runs south. The coast at Point Calymere
forms a considerable promontory, having the sea on both
sides, where the south west is nolonger aland wind, as on
other parts of the coast, but becomes a pleasant sea breeze; the
place is therefore an agreeable retreat, during the hot months
in the interior,

The N. E. monsoon commences about the middle of Octo-
ber, when the wind veers round to that quarter, and a
great fall in the temperature takes place ; the wind blows
obliquely across the bay of Bengal, and is cool, strong and
gusty ; the sky is generally obscured by dark lowering
clouds, and frequent heavy falls of rain take place, occasional-
ly accompanied by vivid flashes of lightning, and loud peals
of thunder; the mornings are cold, raw and hazy, the
atmosphere being loaded wtth moisture ; the natives seem
to suffer most at this time, slight cases of fever, colds and
catarrhs, being very common ; and now and then smart cases
of dysentery are seen. During the monsoon in 1836, al-
though rain was abundant on the coast, it did not extend to
any distance in the interior, where a great scarcity was ex-
perienced from partial failure of the rice crops.

G e With regard to agriculture, it may be observ-

ed that rice is the grain chiefly cultivated, the
whole surface of the district being nearly one continued suc-
cession of paddy fields ; in all those places, to which remote
branches of the rivers already enumerated do not penetrate,
artificial channels leading from them, are formed for the pur-
poses of irrigation ; and in consequence of their being filled by
the south-west monsoon, through the medium of the Cau-
very, as well as by that from the N. E., the lands afford two
or three successive crops annually. Small quantities of cot-
ton, and a coarse kind of tobacco, are cultivated in the
southern parts of the district; a good deal of the latter is con-
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well adapted for the purpose) and tiled; the villages outside
the fort, are with but few exceptions built of mud, and
thatched, the streets being narrow and irregular. A free
communication exists between Tanjore, and the neighbouring
towns of Trichinopoly, Combaconum, and Negapatam, by
means of good roads.

SUers. The small rivers in the neighbourhood are
branches of the Cauvery, with the exception of the Vennar,
and are sufficient for the purposes of irrigation.

There are no mountains in the vicinity of Tanjore, but to
the west and south the land rises considerably, and the face
of the country becomes quite changed, the soil being gravel-
ly, and dry grains only are grown, many parts are however
quite uncultivated, and a considerable space is set apart by
the Rajah, as a preserve for game, which is covered only by
brush-wood; the soil at this part is highly impregnated with
iron. The few tanks in the neighbourhood are gemerally
well filled from the rivers; sluices being made to allow a
free passage for the water. The country to the north and
east is a continued flat, under rice cultivation, several miles
in extent ; the ryots depend upon the S. W. monsoon for the
irrigation of the first crop of grain, water being conveyed for
that purpose by branches from the Cauvery, by means of
which the country is in a manner inundated, the N. E. mon-
-soon supplying that requisite for the second crop.

.There 1s 10 jungle within ten miles of Tanjore, the nearest
being at Senjeputty to the west, and Poondy to the south east.

Witer. Well water is that principally used by the in-

habitants, being considered more wholesome than the water
from the rivers or tanks ; in many of the latter, it is quite red
from the presence of iron, and unfit even for culinary pur-
poses.

The people appear generally speaking, to enjoy excellent
health, and to attain a great age; mild fevers both of a 5yTO-
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period. From May till October is the most healthy period
of the year, as during the other months cases of cholera, small

pox, fever, diarrheea and dysentery, occur from time to time.
Vaccination s Vaccination has been carefully kept up, two
b thirds at least of the children having undergone
that operation, and for the last six or seven years, an anxious
desire has been evinced by all classes of the natives, to have
their families vaccinated, thus accounting for the compara-
tive exemption from small pox.
ey There are said to be 400 villages within the
range of this zillah, all amply supplied with
tanks, and wells of good water. The population in 1826,
amounted to about 95,000 souls ; and in 1837, it had increas-
ed to 1,15,000, of these 58,400 were males, and 56,600 fe-

males.

The inhabitants live chiefly on rice, eaten with curry, fish,
or butter milk, they also make use of mutton and fowls occa-
5iﬁna]l}r ; they are industrious, sober and cleanly, and an ex-
cellent magisterial superintendence preserves as much order
as can well be expected.

Combaconum.  The town of Combaconum, in which is situated
the jail, hospital, and other public buildings, has several wide
and airy streets, and extends about two miles in length, from
N. to 8., and one mile in breadth, from E. to W., being dis-
Distance from  tant 80 miles from the sea; like the surroun-

ding country it is extremely flat andlow; the
Cauvery and Asillar rivers approach close to the suburbs.

Houses. The houses are built in the usual native manner,

and in some of the principal streets they have upper stories ;
HATRAT, the public bazaar forms a long and tolerably wide
street, and is well stocked with provisions of all kinds; and
being a place of extensive traffic, and of great resort for re-
ligious purposes, Combaconum is much frequented by stran-
gers from all parts of southern India. The chief roads are,
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windows, but unprovided with verandahs; one of the apart-
ments is used as a surgery and dispensary. Besides the
guard room, a cooking shed and well, the civil prisoners’ cells,
the necessary, and a small building used for cleaning rice, are
in the same enclosure with the hospital.

The division for convicted prisoners, and those waiting for
trial, consists of nine cells, two cooking sheds, and two neces-
saries ; the largest sized cells are about 30 feet in length, by
12 in breadth, the others average from 12 to 24 feet in
length, and 12in breadth, the whole being eight feet in
height, they are well built, tiled, and have brick floors.
There are five wells within the enclosure, which furnish an
ample supply of good water at all seasons. Every attention
15 paid both to the cleanliness of the jail, and its inmates, but
diseases of a severe character, such as fevers, diarrheea and
dysentery have of late prevailed, attributable to the erowd-
ed state of the building, there having been frequently from
four to five hundred, confined in a space adapted to accom-
modate only about 800; and in 1837, they suffered from
a severe visitation of small pox, which spread to a considera-
ble extent, from the circumstance just mentioned.

Sepoyslines.  The sepoys huts, about 70 or 80 in number, are
situnated immediately on the bank of the river, near the jail
and court house; the men and their families, are generally
very healthy.

One of the wards of the jail hospital is appropriated for the
reception of sick sepoys. See appendix, under the head
Tanjore, for table of disease.

The following tables No. 16 and 17, exhibit the nature and
amount of disease and mortality, which have occurred amongst
the inmates of the jail, during the ten years from 1829, to
1828, inclusive ; they also exhibit the diseases classified, and

point out the per centage of sick to strength, and of deaths
to sick treated,
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JAIL OF COMBACONUM.

No. 17— Table exhibiting the number of admissions and deaths of the
Prisoners under Trial, from each class of disease, for 10 years.

From 1820 to 1838, , Dl m] A8 =2
IAdmisslam& deaths EE 23 E..sd EE
Aggregatestrength|from each class of (2= |5 e Lo s
531&. disease. g2lga as , | AL
,5 :-‘* = gl we = =]
Ist Half. ud Half,| lst Holl. |ond Hult |2 2[E 2] £°% ECE,:
CLAESES DIBEABES, ! EE = g2
Ad| Dd.| Ad|Dd.| Ad. |Dd.|Ad. | Dd|EE E‘E E%g <EF
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., Temittens....| B 3] 18 0|
. continua,.. .. 1], O -‘!} [1]] .
Chelera.........| 3 3| ﬁi 1 3] 3| 8 1] 6] 4 0 -248 66 866
Diarrhea.. ....| 88| 19, 150 24
Diseases of Dysenteria acu- ! | i .
the Abdo- ot i phale oy gl 106 22 216 32 322 54| 13 -317) 16 -363
minal vis- ) ohstipatio......| 6 0f 4| 0
~=seor | Hepafitis,.....| .1} 1| 0 511 i 11 o of i 1| 0 -041100 ‘000
Diseases of { Pneumonia.....{ 8 1| 1} 1 ; ;
the Lupgs } Dyspnea ......|] 0O 68 1{ 1 E 3 4 =z 2 5 3 o0 206 60000
Do. Bri;im.]gaﬁﬂﬁ"_'_::::-_ ol gl 15peg | 6| o 6 o 12 o o -4 0-000
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ETePrilfa re'{'**”ifﬂ““------u 26! 0 34 ﬂ} 571 8| 45| 5 102) 13| 4 -MmB 12 45
% asss’| Prysipalag......| 1] 0 nl i :
Dropsy..... Anasarea.... .. 1| 2] 1 4 10| 2 I1] ‘& 220" 8| 0 909, 27 272
Rheomatic { Rheumat. acut. : :
affections. | et chronicus,.| 42! 2| 23 0 ; 42 2 23! 0 65 2 2 533! 3 -6
{Syphilis Primi-
v Lkt by e e | ] i} a 0
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NEGAPATANM.

ﬂ?ﬁﬁ}gfﬂ The town of Negapatam which is situated on the
Negapatam, coast, in 10° 45” North latitude, and 78° 55"
Fast longitude, stands on an open, level, sandy piece of
ground, having a gentle slope to the sea, above which it is
elevated about 3 or 4 feet. Itis of considerable extent, being
built in a straggling manner; and is estimated to contain a
population of 10,000 souls; a large proportion of these, are
the descendants of the original Dutch and Portuguese colonists,
by whom this place was formerly occupied ; the remainder is
made up of hindoos, musselmauns and brahmins, but of these
the hindoos constitute by far the largest proportion. Three
principal streets or thorough-fares, which are wide, open and
airy, intersect the town, two of them run parallel to each
other, one at the east, and the other at the west end, being
connected by the third nearly in the centre, from these all the
others branch off, and are nothing better than narrow, con-
fined lanes, more particularly in the part occupied by the
Bazaar. Portuguese. The bazaar consists of four streets at the
south east side, where various kinds of grains, vegetables,

piece goods, country medicines &c., are exposed for sale.

The country immediately surrounding the town is open
and level, and a short distance to the southward there is an
uncultivated waste, which is covered with sea water during
Drainage. the monsoon. From the slope however, towards the
sea, there are no stagnant pools in or about the town, and a
large drain running to the beach carries off all superfluous
water.
e The houses are generally large, and built of
brick with mud or chunam, and roofed with tiles; those of
the more respectable natives are clean, and well ventilated ;
they are usually quadrangular buildings, consisting of two
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Shiubrity of the  The station is remarkably healthy, and free

from diseases of miasmatie origin, a circumstance
which might not, « priori be expected, from the marshy
nature of the country to the southward; the marshy grounds
being however open and exposed to the winds from every
quarter, no accumulation or concentration of such exhalations
as may arise from it, can take place; and this appears to ac-
count for the immunity from disease, enjoyed by the inhabi-
Diseasea inter- tants. Intermittent fever is of rare occurrence,

and the commencement of the monsoon seems
to be the only unhealthy period, as the natives then suffer
from dysenteric affections, fevers of an ephemeral type,
catarrhs, and other diseases caused by obstructed perspira-
tion. The fevers generally yield readily to emetics, purgatives
and antimonials, but they occasionally assume a continued
form, and sometimes prove fatal; severe cases occur prinei-
monast omniets,  Dally among the convicts, and are attributable,

to their working in irons, exposed to the sun,
and to sudden transitions from heat to cold, at particular seasons
pranng the  of the year. A custom exists of firing the chests
dren, of children between the ages of four, and eight
years, six or eight round cicatrices being observable on the
breast of every child, after attaining its eighth year. Anasarcous
Anasarea, PR diseases, psoraand venereal, are frequent. The

native hakeems have no systematic method of
agve treat-  treating diseases; in fevers the medicines used

are stimulants, such as aromatic tonics, cloves and
ginger; in dysentery decoction of cloves, and pomegranate

bark are administered, and have been found useful in the
chronic forms of the disease.

Re - atasy The inhabitants are generally industrious, and
| fond of commercial pursuits; they traffic in
i coffee, and other articles imported from Ceylon, and the
islands to the eastward. There are no manufactures of any
great extent at Negapatam, but cotton and silk cloths are
wove ; and cocoanut, gingelie, and lamp oils which are here
very cheap, are made in considerable quantities; ship build.
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Tt consists of one large hallin the centre, 50 feet by 4 {},. and
ten other rooms of various dimensions, each 30 feet in height,

all well ventilated, and several of them having sky-lights.

The verandah in frontis 62 feet long and 16 feet broad,
that on either side and in the rear, is of less breadth, but it
is enclosed and partitioned off for copk rooms. The jail is
calculated to accommodate 250 prisoners.

'The hospital is situated behind the jail and within the same
enclosure ; it is equally substantially built, but not so well
ventilated as the apartments of the jail. It is capable of con-
taining 80 patients. See table at the end of this report for
diet, clothing, labour, &c.

Previous to 1834, no medical returns were furnished from
this jail, the usual tables of disease cannot therefore be
given. The sickness and mortality however, which have oc-
curred amongst the prisoners, from that year, to 1841 inclu-
sive, are exhibited in the following table No. 19, with the per
centage of sick to strength, and of deaths to sick treated.

The admissions into hospital are few in number, compared
with other jails in the division, but the per centage of deaths
is great, not only with respect to the sick treated, but also to
the strength ; amounting to 10'357 on the admissions, and

4:179 on the strength.

This however, will not be wondered at, when it is consider-
ed that the prisoners at this station, consist exclusively of
convicts who have been transferred from other jails, many of
whom are reported to have arrived in an advanced stage of
disease, especially those from Combaconum.

It is considered to be by far the most healthy jail in the
division, and this can only be ascribed to its locality, and to
the ample airy room afforded to its inmates, for with regard
to diet, clothing, labour and exposure out of doors, all pri-
soners are placed in pretty equal circumstances.
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DISTRICT OF TRICHINOPOLY.

Srsral deisele- This Collectorate includes an arvea of 8,000
Isctorate. square ll'lilES, and is d]VldEd '.i.l'.ltﬂ' Eight- Tﬂlﬂﬂ‘kﬂ,

viz. Conand, Lalgoody, Arialoor, Woodiarpallum, Mooserg,
Tooriore, Valcondapoorum and Vetticutty. The population
is estimated at 567,976 souls. Itis bounded on the south east
by the Coleroon river ; on the south partly by the Tondiman
Rajah’s country, and partly by Madura; on the west by
Coimbatore ; on the north west by Salem ; and on the north
and east by south Arcot. It may be described as an exten-
sive plain, with here and there an isolated rocky mountain of
granite, rising abruptly from the surface.

The river Cauvery flows through the centre of the district,
and a little above Trichinopoly divides into two branches—
the southern retainsits original name (of Cauvery)—and the
other assumes that of Coleroon-—numerous small streams are
given off from them forming a rich and extensive delta, lying
between Porto-Novo and Negapatam, on the coast.

The rivers in this district derive their chief supply of water
from the western mountains, and the mountains of Mysore ;
shortly after the south-west monsoon sets in, they become
filled from bank to bank—and the water is drawn off in every
direction for the cultivation of the country, by artificial cuts,
sluices, &c., the whole country being nearly under water by
the end of May, from which time until March a constant sup-
ply is available, thus enabling the farmers, to carry on cultiva-
tion for fully three-fourths of the year—and to raise two,
and sometimes three crops of rice annually.

To the southward of the station of Trichinopoly however,
the ground is high and comparatively barren, from not being
capable of irrigation from the rivers, and with this exception
the cantonment is immediately surrounded by rice lands, se-
veral square miles in extent.

Z
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onally occur during a week or two, in the months of August,
September, October and November, which are cool, eloudy,
and pleasant. December, January and the greater part of
February, are dry, cold in the mornings and evenings, but
sultry and close during the forenoon, Fogs and dews are
rarely known in the months of March, April and May, when
the surrounding country presents the appearance of a vast
desert. Therivers and tanks become dried up ; the trees shed
their leaves, and vegetation is completely at a stand ; the
respiration of animals at this time is panting and oppressed,
in short all nature, both vegetable and animal, seems to
droop, and shrink from the raging mid-day heat. When the
rains succeed nature soon revives, and vegetation bursts forth
with new life and vigour, and the eyeis relieved from the
oppressive glare and barrenness,

The soil being so arid and sandy, there are scarcely any fogs,
vapours or noxious exhalations and in this respect the climate
is salubrious, the atmosphere being seldom damp or humid.

ﬂgﬂ:ﬂ‘ fall of The mean annual fall of rain does not exceed

30 or 40 inches, and is often considerably less.

The mean annual temperature of Trichinopoly, as ascer-
“tained by accurate observation, is about 8531°, the greatest heat
observed being 102° in the shade, the lowest 68°. When ex-
posed to the sun the thermometer frequently rises to 140°.
The windsfrom October to May, are from the east and north.
From May to October they become variable, but are generally
from the west, south-west or south, and also sometimes north-
westerly. The changes of the wind are generally very re-
gular, at the stated periods which mark the two monsoons.

Geology.8ail&e.  The soil on all the high ground around Trichino-
polyis rocky, sandy or gravelly, generally of but little depth,
and i barren and uncultivated. The rocks are either dis-
tinctly stratified, with rounded summits, or are disposed in
large detached tabular masses. 'The strata or layers of rock,
have generally a dip and declination to the south-west, west,
or north-west, at angles varying from 25° to 30°, and seldom
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sive, and beautifully diversified by alternations of hill and
dale, wood and stream, champaign country and cultivated
fields.

The fort of Trichinopoly with its strong and massy walls
built of solid masonry, which are in general stillina good state
of repair, though in some places rather dilapidated, bears the
appearance of having been strongly and regularly built. The
walls are in some places double, and from 20 to 30 feet in
Leight, of very considerable thickness, and upwards of two
miles in circumference. Within them is a very extensive pet-
tah, or native town, with a population of nearly 30,000 souls;
the houses and huts, are generally of the ordinary Indian
construction, being low, narrow and very closely huddled
together, having small pandals in front of them. Asin
other mative towns the huts are without windows, and almost
all present to a European eye, the appearance of being filthy,
dark and ill-ventilated ; and an air of discomfort pervades the
whole. The houses are however arranged in tolerably straight,
wide and regular streets, which are usually crowded at all hours
of the day, with multitudes of passengers, bullock bandies and
cattle ; most of the streets having bazaars or shops for the sale
of native manufactures, and commodities of every description.

The Pay office, Arsenal, Garrison Hospital, and the Com-
missariat, Ordnance and Medical stores, are situated within the
fort, in the vicinity of the main guard; as is also the Jail,
capable of containing about 820 prisoners,

It has been observed from the crowded streets, numerous
buildings, and the proximity to the rock, that the tempera-
ture of the fort is generally higher than that of the immediate

neighbourhood or cantonment. Populous villages surround
the fort in every direction.

The country for some miles round, especially to the south
west and west, is exceedingly fertile, and in a high state of cul-
tivation, being interspersed with numerous cocoanut topes,
and gardens well stocked with fruit trees, and vegetables of
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diseases, particularly fever; andan obstinate diarrhea has
been in many cases, the immediate cause of death.

In the treatment of diarrheea, it has been found, that along
with attention to diet,ipecacuanha with opium and tonics, were

the most appropriate remedies.

In the class of “ other diseases,” ulcers form nearly 2-3ds
of the admissions; it has been remarked that the smallest
scratch often becomes a troublesome sore in this jail, from the
want of due ventilation both in the jail and hospital; and a
fatal diarrhcea has ensued in several cases of ulcer, in patients
who have. - been under treatment for some length of time

in the hospital.

Amongst the deaths under the head * other diseases,” are
included no less than seven from sabre wounds, inflicted by
the peons, when prisoners have attempted to escape ; viz. two
in 1830, and five in 1836.

The aggregate strength of the prisoners waiting for trial
from 1529 to 1838, has been only 25, from whom there were
20 admissions into hospital, (including nine from bowel com-
plaints) with 2 deaths, one from diarrheea and one from dy-

sentery.

mene” < wton- The Cantonment, in which the troops compos-

ing the garrison are quartered, stands at the dis-
tance of from two to three miles south-west of the fort, on
the extensive plain already mentioned.

The lines for the men and the officers bungalows, cover a
very large space of ground, being scattered over a superficial
area of not less than 6 or 7 miles in circumference. Many of
the bungalows occupied by the military officers and civilians,
are large, of elegant construction, and have extensive well
wooded gardens attached to them; anda lofty and spacious
building in alarge, but very barren and rocky compound, situa-
ted near the southern extremity of the cantonment, is occupied
by the general officer commanding the division.
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Furopean-infan- The European infantry barracks are situated
try barrack, and ]
Al near the church, about half a mile eastward to

those of the artillery, facing the south, and having a spacious
gravelly parade in front. The barracks which are substan-
tially built of brick and chunam, are calculated for the accom-
modation of 800 men. They form a quadrangle, one half of
which, 177 yardsinlength by 6 yards in breadth, and 12 feet
high is tiled, the other portion, 140 yardsin length, 5 yards in
breadth and 12 feet high, being bomb-proof ; they have a
clean, neat, and commodious appearance, and are unenclosed,
except for a very short space near the barrack guard on the
south face, which is in several important respects a great defect ;
there is a well of good water in the centre of the square, which
does not however afford a suficient supply for the use of the
troops, recourse is therefore had to the river water which is
also of wholesome quality.

The hospital stands at the distance of about 350 yards from
the barracks, on the south-west side of the regimental parade,
and faces the east. It is a commodious, lofty and well ventila-
ted building, enclosed on all sides by a wall 10 or 11 feet in
height; and though found to be too small when the sick list is
unusually heavy, itis otherwise very complete. Additional
accommodation is now in progress of being built.

Cavalry lines. The Cﬂ?ﬂlr}' lines are plaﬂﬁd near]:,r in the cen-

tre of the cantonment; and necesarily occasion much noise,
and dust, in their neighbourhood. They are besides fully half
a mile distant from the riding school, which is also in a bad
situation, and nearly two miles from the exercising ground.
They however possess the great advantage of being mnear a
stream of running water, besides which they are now very

abundantly supplied with excellent water from awell close by.
The water is drawn into chunam troughs,

The hutting ground for the men covers a large space to the
eastward of the horse lines,

The cantonment is divided into two pretty‘equal parts, by a
small stream said to be artificially derived from the Cauvery,






TRICHINOPOLY. 207

jrregularly scattered, Widely separated from each other, and
ceveral are at an inconvenient distance from the lines, The
sepoys hutting ground lies to the east of the parade. The
huts are disposed in tolerably straight, wide and regular
streets, with channels in front ; they seem too close and crow-
ded, nor are they in general so healthy as the other lines in
the cantonment. The hospitals are small, ill ventilated, too
narrow, low roofed, and can accommodate only 30 patients.
The lines of the two other regiments of native infantry, form
the south-eastern boundary of the cantonment, having origi-
nally been intended as barracks for European artillery ; the
public buildings, the depéts or places of arms, and the hospi-
tals, are here of much superior construction to those before
mentioned. They face to the south, are built on a fine open
level plain, with a rocky bottom, and sandy or gravelly sur-
face, which forms an excellent parade. The barracks are roofed
with tiles, blue washed, and enclosed by a wall eight feet in
height, they are well shaded in front by some fine old banyans,
which are highly ornamental to this side of the cantonment.
The same may be said of the hospitals, which are under the
same roof. They are neatly constructed, situated about 300
yards to the rear of the barracks, and raised about 3 feet above
the ground ; they are floored with stone, have neat compounds
around them, and are also enclosed by walls. The lines or
hutting ground of the sepoys, are to the eastward of the hos-
pitals, immediately in the rear of the places of arms, and at a
convenient distance. The huts here are of a superior descrip-
tion, though some are rather low and confined ; they are divi-
ded into wide and regular streets, admitting of a free circula-
tion of air, are consequently well ventilated, and being kept
generally very clean, are particularly healthy., The propor-

tion of sick is said to be usually less here than in the Pootoor
lines.

There is a very large tank to the south, partially filled with
water, which forms the boundary of the parade and exercising
ground. The roads are planted with trees on each side, and
there are several topes of trees in the distance, which add
much to the beauty of the country. A want of officers’ bunga-
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There 1s a small roman catholic chapel, and a burying ground
in the western outskirts of the cantonment, at which a Portu-
guese priest officiates, as at other European stations through-
out the presidency.

There is likewise a large missionary chapel in the fort.

The native inhabitants are principally Hindoos or Gen-
toos, probably not more than one fifth being Musselmauns.
In the native infantry regiments however, the latter are usually
two-thirds, or three-fourths of the whole.

Fagodas. The hindoo pagodas on the island of Seringham,
which is 9 miles long, and from 1 to 2 in breadth, have long
been famous over India for their number, size, wealth, and
antiquity, and there are likewise great numbers of other pa-
gan buildings of smaller note, some literally covered with
carving, and ornamental work. Many sacred spots, are to
be met with throughout the cantonment. The natives gene-
rally speaking, are followers of Vishna.

ﬁiﬂ;}ﬁ;ﬁj burn-  The burying and burning grounds, are usually
ill-placed, being close to the public roads, and in crowded
parts of the cantonment, and suburbs. This appears a great
error in a sanatory point of view, and might be easily reme-
died, there being much waste ground ayailable at a mode-
rate distance.
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SOUTHERN DIVISION,

No, 28, —Table exhibifing fhe Admissiony and Deatis, ..__13“_5 the nipst particulor diseaser amongst the Ewrepean and Nafive Troops in the Sewthern Divition,
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REMARKS ON THE GENERAL TABLES.

Remarks onthe  The general table No. 22, for European
v LNSRESY: troops, includes the sick of H. M.’s. Regiment
and one Company of Artillery at Trichinopoly, and also of a
small detachment from the latter which is located at Palam-
cottah ; it exhibits the admissions into hospital, and the mor-
tality from the most important diseases each half year, for
a period of ten years from 1829 to 1838 inclusive; it
also points out the annual per centage of sick to strength,
of deaths to sick treated and of deaths to strength; the
average of these, as shewn in the abstract table No. 23,

and 3934 being 169737, 2:317 respectively.

The average of admissions into hospital will be observed
to hold pretty uniform, nor has the mortality varied very
much, except in 1832 when it was nearly doubled, both as
regards the number of deaths to sick treated, and also to the
numerical strength, and which increase it will also be ob-
served was occasioned solely by cholera ; the disease attacked
H. M.’s. 54th Regiment in the month of March of that year,
shortly after their arrival at Trichinopoly, and no less than
149 cases, with 37 deaths, occurred.

In 1833, 35 and 37, the mortality was increased somewhat
above the average, in respect to the per centage of deaths
to strength, but not from epidemic disease, and in 1835 the
admissions are considerably above the average, caused prin-
cipally by fever and dysentery. :

On referring to the general abstract table No. 23, it will
be observed, that the total admissions have been 15,144, and
the total deaths 351, from an aggregate strength of 8,922 men.

The most prevalent diseases have been fevers, dysentery,
hepatitis, venereal complaints, ophthalmy, rheumatism and

thoracic diseases: and the most fatal have been dysentery,
A2
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prevailed more or less in an epidemic form, and increased
the per centage of deaths, not only to the sick treated, but
also to the strength a good deal above the average already
stated. In February and March 1829, 231 cases, with 94
deaths occurred in the 15th Regiment N. I., while marching
through the division, and in 1838 in the month of February
64 cases, with 24 deaths, happened in the 44th N. L. at

Trichinopoly.

With regard to fever, the great proportion of cases of the
intermittent type will not excite surprise when it is consi-
dered that in many of the stations, the excifing causes of this
disease are known to abound. During the months of June,
July and August, whilst westerly winds prevail, fever (ephe-
meral and intermittent) is common at Trichinopoly, but it
has been observed invariably to become more so, on the set-.
ting in of the north-east monsoon ; at which time exposure
to the cold winds during the night with insufficient cloth-
ing conduce to the increase of fever, thongh from the ab-
sence of any noxious exhalations from the ground, it is of
a simple form and by no means fatal.

The tabular statements No. 28 and 29, have been framed
similarly to those given in the preceding divisions, from the
abstract returns No. 28 and 25, and exhibit much informa-
tion relative to the corresponding diseases amongst both Europ-
ean and Native troops. :

The other tables No. 26 and 27, exhibit the admissions and
deaths from each disease in the various classes therein men-
tioned, during a period of five years from 1834 to 1838, as
in the two preceding reports; the total sick from each class
is*a.lsr:- shewn, with the mortality, and the per centage of ad-
missions to strength, and of deaths to sick treated. Amongst
the European troops, the greatest number of admissions haye
been from the classes of fever, bowel complaints including
dysentery, and hepatitis, venereal complaints, rheumatic affec-
tions, diseases of the lungs and of the brain, wounds and acei-
dents and ophthalmy; and the most fatal have been abdo-
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As the general table No. 22. for Europeans, includes also
the sick of the Axtillery at Trichinopoly, the following have
been framed to exhibit the admissions and deaths separate-
ly, and for the purpose of comparison, as regards the most
important diseases. 'The sick of the detachment of Artillery
at Palamcottah is included, but this is not considered to vitiate
the general results. The table for H. M.’s. troops comprises
eight complete years, when the same regiment occupied the
station during a period of 12 months ; that for the Artillery
embraces ten years, as the number being very limited, it was
thought proper to extend it to have larger numbers, and so to

obtain more accurate inferences.
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SOUTHERN DIVISION.
Tulle shewing the Number of Persons successfully vaccinated, from

1829 fo 1838 inclusive.

218
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DIVISION,
Allowances for Cloth

SOUTHE

Statement shewing the extent of accommodation, Dietar

, Hours of labour &e.

ing

several jails throughout the Provinces of the Southern Division.
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APPENDIX, SOUTHERN DIVISION.

Table exhibiting the number of admissions and deaths, i the detach-
ment of native troops stationed at Salem, from 1829 to 1838 inclusive.
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Atrophia. ... S -] [ [ | (R
Bpecific dis- ]I;ril.L'LLI:IEI.IlI.I!..., T ] E [ 33
RIS, . nenn eriberi........ 24| 17 1] 18 7| o/ 40| I8 . i
Serophula,,.... 0 1] (1] ] 1 1631 45 -000
Dizeases of { Morbi  Oculo-
the eye... T O et e ma e 95 o] 1T @ 9y O 17 o) 26 0 1 -084] o -poo
Do.  skin. EMDrbi Cutis,...! 10| 0 8| 0 ol o] 8 o0 18 0 0 Y37 o ‘000
Other dizea=es.,.| 132 o] 114 0 1321 0l 114 04246 0] 10 -082| 0 -000
— — | e— —l p— ——lll_ e I R ]
Total..| 384| 41l 416! 23] 384| 1] 416 23 800 walaz 78] 8 -gop

® All these cnses were admitted prior to 1832,

+ O this number 123 were cases of ulcar,






APPENDIX, SOUTHERN DIVISION.

Table exhibiting the number of admissions and

ment of natwe troops stationed at Coimbatore,

COIMBATORE.

deaths, in the defach-
during a period of

seven years, from 1832 fo 1838 inclusive.
From 1832 to 1538, _ |124] sl 8 és
incluslve. Admisdions & deaths EE z=| 38 =
from each class of |B5(=5| 4 ﬂ'ﬂ_ﬁ_
1 Aggregnalr_;eénlrength disease, Balda gj b g.,E 4
I 2= E =i =
Ist Half. (2d Half. | Ist Half. [2adHalf. |5 = |3 g %‘?&‘:’-’5 ?‘aﬁ
CLASSES DISEASES, Z5e 5| 52 | Egn
Ad. |Dd. |Ad. |Dd.| Ad. |Dd. [Ad. |Dd. [== < <4
Febris intermit R T
Fevers......d (Bt T8 B N 0] g 11s ol 2s0| 8| 25 -058| 1 -a63
OOk . csassns =a m ﬂ mr n
Cholers..iveasf Bl 21 1 0 gl 21 1 of 9] 2| 1-024f 22 222
Diﬂ.'l.’hmﬂ-un n 15 15 31' 1
Diseases of | Dysenteria acu- | :
the Abdo-) ta...........-] O 0 8f of% 16| 1| 40 1| 58| 2| & -378 8 -G7L
minal vis-] Dyspepsia..,...| 11 0 0of 0
CETa, Hepatitis acuta ;
et chromiea...| 0 O 2| 0 ol ol 2 o7 =] o] 0 -2 D 0K
%;i{;u!:l‘a-- 'i'l‘lPF"" ] ﬂ 1 ﬂ
Diseases of P :
Balis g 0] 0f O gl ol 2| 1] 4] 1] 0 -455| 256 -080
the Lungs. ) ppaymonia....| 1] 0 o ©
Dyspnf. .. ... 0 0 1 1
o - ﬂ.p_:iple:i:in..“.. g {[:: l,'ll 3
eases o flepsin . coeuns ;i =
Ve Drata, feanardese o a0t o } of of 1f o 1 o0 @25 0000
Mmi‘lll+l!ill.- n u n n
Varlola.....s...| 1] @8] 0f 0
Emp“'*F"'l"r’arir:e!'tu.“...“ 3 o I o l sl o 1 of ¢ of o3 0000
YEIS..uc.o | Pryaipalas. .. .| 1] 0] O] €
Dropsies. .. { Anensoowl o O o off 2| o 3 2 4 3 o) 0w
Rheumatie | Rheaomat.acutos g
affections. | et chronfeums..| 89| 0] 20 O E 9| 0| 200 of 29| 0 3-302f 0 000
Svphila imi=
= s [ Itli-]\ra...,r.“.-l.... 1 3‘ q H ]
enereal af- | ,, consecutiva, (]
feetions. ..} Gonorrheea. .. .. 4 o 8 0 16/ O0f 4| 0o 30f 0 3 -6 0 000
Hernia humora-
o [ R i fi 2 1] 2 0
Bpecifie dis- { Dracuncuius. .. 6 of g 0
PE“EB-. &rnp‘hul‘ui‘- i ] [' n ] ; T ﬂ * u 9 ﬂ 1 024 0 -00d
Diseazes of { Morbi  oculo-
thc '}‘yﬂ, TUMis ssvanana 12' ﬂ 15 u lg 0 lﬁ ﬂ 21 u s *m n 'ﬂ'ﬂl}
i lhlur‘bl eutis....| 35| o] 28] of 35l o 28] of es| o] 7 2| 0 0w
Other discases,.| 57 0] 49 0 6| 0] 49 0 108 DI 12 072 O -00O
Total....| 272 294] 8" ore| ol 204 3 oesl 9l 64 04| 1 ‘320
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E i =
E 1 1 LEOTO] JIVISTON |
T 12 Bl L
Froq, Y \ |
150
e £
- | 4 { T8 |
) ¥ B H | i = L
o sl | L
unmnellnm ' b
T 20
1 i
11 TRLHR 8 ] E g !
2 | ;| 2 64l 1 .81
[ -
VIR EER { A
Qi LA LT 13
- [ 3 (s
g i | =
1} . ] 1 1
. .
1] T
AT B nt of | |
: = d Vot T ( |
i i {158 1.1 ¥ | i h i s s J h
- M ] | 31 Gl b T sl
alo | ] 10 Bl| | X b= ; ril .
V 1 i afng A 57 . 10K 4k - I
v 1 ’ =it onalal = Y I i e R i
| | 345 | | 36 . | i
3 1 ) AL TT 3 o el | 14 | 1ea i LT
(il atn] (I 13 i LF § i i1
i ncla o OTEm | & 151 | 2144 i | g |
! I} | 4 | 5] ] G5 AT 24 i
Total i ah | 23! 121 8351 160} 15/ T WG 1] 220 kS |
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