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CEDED DISTRICTS.

The Ceded Districts, one of the Military divisions of the
Madras presidency, came into the possession of the Honor-
able East India Company in the year 1800, by a treaty enter-
ed into with His Highness the Nizam, or Soobah of the
Deccan, subsequent to the fall of Tippoo Sultan, and the par-
tition of his territories.

The country which may be described as a table-land, lying
between the eastern and western ghauts, at an average ele-
vation of about 1600 feet above the level of the sea, is of a
triangular shape, and extends between the 13th and 16th
degrees of north latitude, and the 76th, and 79° 30" of east lon-
gitude ;—comprising an area of 25,950 square miles, with a
population of 2,307,964 inhabitants. It is bounded on the
north by the Nizam’s dominions, from which it is separated
by the rivers Toombuddra and Kistnah ;—on the east by
the districts of Nellore and Guntoor, the eastern ghauts form-
ing the matural boundary on this side ;—the southern and
western aspects of the country being bounded by the pro-
vince of Mysore, and a part of the Southern Mahratta division.

The general appearance of the country is irreguldrly moun-
tainous, with several ranges of hills, of both granitic and se-
condary formation, and extensive plains of regur or cotton
soil, lying between them.

The principal rivers are the Toombuddra, Kistnah and
Pennar.

The Ceded Districts, properly so called, is divided into
two collectorates, those of Bellary and Cuddapah, to which
the principality of Kurnool has lately been annexed. The
rml:tary stations are, Bellary the head quarters of the divi-
sion, and also the residence of the Civil authorities of the
collectorate ;—Cuddapah and Kurnool, stations for single na-
tive corps ; and the hill fort of Gooty, where a detachment
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BELLARY. L

sected by numerous lower ranges. In the hot season the
country has a sterile appearance, from the absence of trees,
and all vegetation, but shortly after the rains fall in June,
the plains become converted into vast fields of luxuriant grain.
The open country is a rich black cotton ground, and near
to the hills it is of a deep red, and is generally thickly covered
with stones, of the same geological characters as the rocks com-
posing them. Granite is chiefly met with about Bellary,
Bejanuggur, Adoni and Paulsamoodrum. The principal
ranges of hills are the Nullamulla, on the north eastern
frontier, and the Kumply and Sundoor, on the western side.
The former is composed of sand-stone and clay-slate, the
two latter of a chloritic slate ; in many of the hills, long dark
coloured trap-dykes, shoot out prominently lixe walls, above
the surface. A spur from the Sundoor range runs along the
south side of the cantonment of Bellary, and extends in an
easterly direction, to Boodiaul eight miles distant, where it
abruptly terminates. A high point in this range is opposite
to, and within four miles of the fort of Bellary, and is called
the copper mountain, the height of which is 1600 feet above
the plain, or 2800 above the sea. There is a small space of
table-land on the top, which might be made available for a
sanatarium, at a moderate expense. The chief objections to
it are the steepness of the ascent, and the necessity of sup-
plies of all kinds, and even water, having to be carried up .
from the plains. On one occasion also, some years ago, when
a party of officers were preparing to ascend these hills, 2
baggage tent pitched on the summit, was struck by lightning,
and two or three men killed.

The copper ore which is here found, is the green carbo-
nate, in the state of clay, lying below the crest of the south-
ern epanlment of the hill. Excavations are still to be seemn,
said to be the remains of mines worked by order of Hyder

~Ali; but which were abandoned in consequence of the
.expense exceeding the profit. Besides copper, h@matitic

wron ore in large quantities, is found, some of which possesses
magnetic properties.
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from containing a large quantity of common salt, and of car-
bonate of lime; the former is likewise found on the
surface, and the latter in the white calcareous earth, the in-
variable subsoil of the cotton lands, and it also fills up the
interstices between the blocks of granite, which lie below the
surface.

WeRCEnlg, Bro- The most common indigenous trees are the
plants, babool, the ber and the wild-dete. The babool

or gum-arabic tree, is chiefly met with along the banks of
nullahs, but is also found on the plains; the wood is very
hard, and valuable for making ploughs and other agricultural
implements. Gum 1is likewise collected from it, and the
bark is used in tanning, and also in the distillation of arrack.
The ber tree or zizyphus jujuba, has some resemblance to
the birch, in the upper surface of the leaves being of a deep
green, and the lower of a whitish colour. The wood is used
in building, and the fruit is eaten by the natives.
The leaves ground up with tyre are given in bowel complaints,
and in difficult parturition. The leaves of the wild-date,
elate sylvestris, are made into mats, and the stalks
into baskets and tatties, and the fruitis much prized by the na-
tives ; the two last named trees grow in low sandy situations
near nullahs. In the Nullamulla range and in the north-eas-
tern part of the district, feak, black palmyra, and other
valuable trees are found, and likewise the bamboo. Much
useful wood is brought from Sundoor and the adjacent hills,
from whence also Bellary is supplied with firewood.

The trees most commonly met with in gardens, are the same

as those in other parts of India, such as the mango, tamarind,

banians, margosa and cocoanut, topes of the two former
being planted in red soil.

The only shrubs seen, and which over-run the uncultivat-
ed black soil, are the cassia auriculata, and the glacous leaved
physic nut, iatropha glauca, or as it has been called croton
lobatum. The former resembles the broom in appearance,
having a bright yellow flower ; its sceds are considered refri.
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tongues meet as it were in the centre of the district, viz, the
teloogoos and canarese. The teloogoo language is spoken in
the eastern part of the district, and the canarese in the western ;
the line of separation lying half way between Bellary and
Ghooty, but the teloogoo and canarese villages are very much
intermixed, for some distance.

The teloogoo people are followers of Vishno, and burn
their dead. The canarese worship Siva, and are chiefly of
the Jungum caste, or those who wear the lingum or phallus,
which 1s carried in a silver box on the breast, or tied round
the arm ; they bury their dead. There are also considerable
numbers of Mahrattas and Mussulmans.

The principal objects of worship are Siva, in the form of
a bull, and of the lingum ; Hunnooman, in that of a monkey ;
and the cobra-de-capelle ; offerings to the latter, are confined
to the time of marriages. At Bejanuggur there is a cele-
brated lingum pagoda, to which natives from all parts of the
country flock at the time of the annual festival. There is like-
wise another pagoda in Sundoor, erected to Cartika the hindao
Mars, which is also a place of pilgrimage. The people of
both castes join in each others festivals. The guardian deity
of villages is Mareeummah, and in time of sickness
vows are made to her, and offerings of fowls, sheep, or buffa-
loes, to remove the evil. At Bellary, numerous sheep are
sacrificed to this goddess, every tuesday and friday; in
making the offering one person holds the head, and another
the body of the animal, keeping it standing, whilst the poojaree
or officiating priest, with a single stroke of the sacrificial axe,
severs the head from the body. The head and right fore leg
are the perquisite of the poojaree, and the persons who make
the offering carry home the body of the animal to feast upon.

The inhabitants generally, are tall, stout and well formed,
and are comfortably clad ; their food chiefly consists of dry
grain, particularly cholum, which is ground into flour, and
eaten in the form of cakes, rice being but little used ; and
the description preferred is partially boiled grain, which has
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BELLARY. 11

Domma rogum, a swelling of the abdomen attended with
watery purging, cough, want of appetite, great thirst and fre-
quent passing of urine, is a disease of the hot weather. In
this complaint a mash of butter-milk, onions and rice, is
usually given for three days; the animal is then fired on the
chest, head and flanks, after which four drams of arrack, with
the yolk of an egg, are given daily for three days. When
this disease prevails, a fifth part of the herd may be expected
to be attacked, the mortality amounting generally to 50 per
cent of the sick.

Bubba rogum, is a swelling and trembling of the whole
body, in which the animal neither eats nor drinks, and there
is a constant flow of saliva from the mouth. The disease oc-
curs during the rains. In the treatment, a mixture of com-
mon salt and turmeric is rubbed on the tongue, and green
gram and onions, in butter-milk, are given frequently. The
number attacked when this disease occurs, has averaged 10
per cent, and the mortality amongst those attacked is about
the same.

Ghalee rogum, maggots in the hoofs. Camphor, green
tobacco, and soot, are mixed with ghee, and applied to the
feet, about 10 in 100 of those attacked die.

Diseases ofsheep.  Bubba rogum in the sheep, is an eruption over
the body, which is calculated to destroy about 10 per cent of
those attacked. No medicine is given, it occurs in the rains.

Domma rogum, is a disease of the hot weather, in which
the animal is affected with puffiness of the belly, a loose
watery purging, and loss of appetite. Three lines are fired
across the nose, but no medicine is given. During the pre-
valence of this disease, the attacks have amounted to 40 per

cent of the strength, and the mortality is generally one half
of those affected.

. Kith kt.}mha rogum, is a very fatal disease which appears
n the rains, and prevails extensively. The symptoms are












BELLARY. 18

Woollen and eot- and cheap cumblies, woollen and cotton carpets,

and cotton cloths at Bellary.

Fals Common salt is made throughout the district ; the
salt earth being scraped from the surface of the ground, and
carried by buffaloes to the pans,which are usually situated near
nullahs, for the convenience of obtaining water. The pansare
made of clay, with an aperture at the bottom to allow the brine
to run out. They are filled with the earth, from which the
saline parts are drawn off by lixiviation. When the process is
finished, the earth is thrown out at the side of the pans, where
it gradually accumulates, forming large mounds.

i Iron of good quality is manufactured in Sundoor,
and a few other places. The furnaces are small, and covered
over with a thinly thatehed roof. The bellows in use are made
of an entire bullock’s hide, and in working them, they are com-
pressed both by the chest and arms.  The iron is allowed to
cool a little or har den, before 1t 1s removed, when 1t is drawn
out from a hole of about a foot in diameter, at the bottom of
the furnace; and four men then beat the red hot mass,
with large wooden clubs, into a round body, somewhat larger
than a man’s head ; it is then cut into halves with small
narrow axes, about two inches broad, and allowed to cool.
The clubs which are used instead of hammers, have small
handles, and swell out into a large knob at the end.

Kunkar is generally found all over the district, it is burned
into chunam or lime, in small kilns, by means of charcool.

STATION OF BELLARY.

Bellary lies in 15° 5" north latitude, and 76° 59" east lon-
gitude,being 1182 feet above the level of the sea, which is dis-
tant 220 miles on the west coast, and 240 on the east, it
being about 180 miles to the ghauts on either side. The
travelling distance to Belgaum is 208 miles, to Hydrabad 223,






BELLARY. 15

the upper one, the summit of which is flat and of considerable
extent, stands the citadel, it is reputed to be of great antiqui-
ty, and might be rendered impregnable ; it affords however
no accommodation for troops, and is consequently never occu=
pied, except by asmall guard. The cells for the prisoners are
built within it and from their elevation, are at all times cool
and pleasant ; several tanks or cisterns have been hollowed
out in the rock, for the purpose of retaining rain water. The
lower fort, which is of more recent construction, consists of
low turrets connected together by curtains, is of a quadran-
gular figure, has a dry ditch and covered way in front, and
surrounds the base of the rock, from its south-western, to its
north-eastern angle ; it is half a mile in diameter, and within
it are the barracks for the Queen’s regiment, and the Com-
pany’s European artillery, the arsenal, the ordnance and com-
missariat stores, the protestant church, and numerous bunga-
lows for officers.

The soil is artifical, and much impregnated with saltpetre ;
the wells within the fort are therefore all brackish, and the
water used by the troops, is brought from without.

On the south side of the fort, about 100 yards from the
rampart, 1s a large tank, with a road running along its edge ;
to the north, at the distance of 200 yards,is a rocky hill
of granite ; on the south west the ditch is widened, and walled
up at one end so as to form a tank, which is filled by the
rain from the upper fort, and which descends from the rock in
cascades during heavy showers; and on the east, is a wide
esplanade containing the burial ground, beyond which is the
zillah court, jail, collector’s cutcherry, and the houses of
the principal European gentry. South east of the fort,
and below the bund of the tank, is the pettah, in which the
former inhabitants of the fort now reside, having been re-
moved out in 1816, at a considerable expense to Govern-
ment ; at the head of the tank is the bazaar, and at the dis-
tance of about half a mile, lies the cantonment, with the na-
tive barracks and officers’ houses,
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BELLARY. 27

felt over the entire Ceded districts; toit may be attributed
the unusual mortality which occurred in that year. It was
observed that the prisoners crowded into the jail in propor-
tion as distress and starvation became more and more pres-
sing, for many committed offences, to gain admission into
the jail, that they might obtain food. And as might be ex-
pected, the wretched individuals admitted under these cir-
cumstances, were peculiarly liable to the invasion of disease,
and,as will be observed, one halfof the whole mortality in that
year, took place amongst the prisoners waiting for trial. It
is worthy of record that although cholera prevailed to a great
extent in the bazar and amongst the troops in the fort, (espe-
cially during the first half of the year), only 5 cases with 4
deaths ocurred amongst the inmates of the jail.

The rains were very deficient during the succeeding year,
1834 ;—and a reference to the table will exhibit a continu-
ance of the same diseases, and great mortality, and a crowded
state of the jail.

In 1835, the jail was still greatly crowded, and the mortality
much above the average, and it is recorded that *“ the deaths
have generally occurred after protracted illness, the prisoners
do not (in many instances) regain their health and vigour after
attacks of disease, as others differently situated would do, and
in this enfeebled state, they are subject to relapses or invasi-
ons of other forms of disease, as bowel complaints and drop-
sical affections under which they ultimately sink.”

Some prisoners fall into this state of debility without any
previous attack of acute disease, and these cases are classed
under the head afrophia ; confinement and the depressing
passions appear to be the principal causes in keeping up and
producing this state of the system, and to them is conjoined
advanced age in some of the cases.” Dafed 1835.

During the remaining three years the number of prisoners
was considerably reduced, especially in 1838, and (with the
exception of an epidemic visitation of cholerain the latter
half of 1887, which carried off 22 men,) the mortality has
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CUDDAPAH, 31

Before Cuddapah was made a military cantonment, a native
regiment was stationed at Royachooty, 33 miles to the south-
ward. The country in this vicinity being an elevated, un-
dulating and open plain, from 2 to 300 feet higher than

Cuddapah, and though the temperature during the day, is
as high, as at the latter place, the nights are always cool, an
advantage of the greatest importance to convalescents.

Rivers. The chief river is the Pennar, which rising in
the mountains of Nundydroog, and holding a northerly course
as far as Ghooty, enters the district near Tallapodatoor, on
the Bellary road, and after describing many windings, flows
to Chinnoor, and passes by Sedhout within nine miles of
Cuddapah, from whence taking an easterly course, it enters

the sea at Gungaputnam.

While within the district it first receives the Coond river
which has its source in the mountains on the north-east, and
flows southerly to join the Pennar near Camlapoor ; aboutnine
miles from this village, and close to Appiapully, the Pennar

12 miles from Baukrapett on the northern or Cuddapah side) unmtil it assumes the ap-

earance of an elevated steppe, of huge mckia barren hills, some continuous, others izo-
ﬂteﬂ, while the enclosed plains are apparently a wild dreary, unproductive waste, with-
out asingle tree to meet the eye, miserable villages being seen here and there, with
apots of cultivation. At 6 m, of the 5th started to visit the ﬁﬂ.llﬂﬂ at Gorremeondah
{21 miles distant.) The building Is a badl imitation of the Laul Baugh at SBeringapatam,
being inferior both in extent of accommodation, and elegance of architecture, and is now
ina complete atate of dilapidation. The fall in the thermometer which stood at 98" at
Royachooty, to B&° at Gorremeondah, was delighifully relreshing. The mountain
of Gorremcondah is one majestie, almost perpendicular mass of gmt}itﬂ, towering to the
height of about B or %00 feet.  The rock is throughout naked, and its convex summit is
erested with a strong fortifeation, conatituting a formidable F-lil]-fn:t. inaccessible, save
on the eastern face, where a narrow difficult pathway winds through a defile ﬂf#gﬂjﬂnl‘.-
ing rocks which, through the disintegrating influence of ages, havebeen rent from the
mountain. Here stood onee the capital of the district of Gorremeondah (at present com-
prehended in that of Cuddapah, ) but now a heap of shapeless ruins, the haunt of beasts
of proy, such as jackals, hyenas, &e. and the source of deadly malaria, the noxious in=
fluence of which is seen in the sickly and dropsical appearance, the premature senility,
the anasarcous extremities and enlarged spleens, of the squalid and thinly seattered popu-
lation of the neighbouring country, which though much more elevated than that of
Hoyachooty, is over grown, particularly between the hills, with low dense jungle, while
the country about Royachooty, is perfectly open and free from underwood.  The natives
ton complain of the water being had, and it is certainly much imbued with saline mate-
rials, At 5 p ., on the 6th, left the palace and haviog arrived next day at Muddenpilly,
23 miles distant, was no less astonished than delighted, to find within so short a distance
from the burning plaing of Cuddapah, its perfect contrast in scenery, and elimate.  Here
are two small bungalows, enclosed in an ample park of several acres, planted on either
side with the most magestic banyans, around is alawn of beaatiful green turf ; in the
heatof the day the thermometer didnot rise above 87°,and the air free reflreshing, soft and
balmy, and imparted an elastic and exhilarating influence both to body and mind, The
EEI‘&IE:M produce grapes, both of the green and purple varieties, as well as peaches, straw-

erries, apples and guavas, Another striking instance of the contrast between this
climate and that of Cuddapah, is the backward state of the season here. Mangoes do
not ripen until July, and are r..lrlj:lllu"tl green to be ripened arfificially. The cholum and
raggy crops, which are stacked in the end of February nt Coddapah, were not yet reaped,
walter was found to hoil at 208° of Fahrenheit, the elevation may [therefore be sta at
2,120fect above the sea, and about 1620 above Cuddapah, ~
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CUDDAPAH 39

Waset: Well water throughout the country, is strongly
impregnated with the saline products of the soil, an_d as these
become more concentrated by rapid evaporation in the hot
weather, it then becomes quite unfit for domestic uses ; Euro-
peans are therefore obliged to procure drinking water, from
a distance of from one to three miles from Cuddapah.

The natives generally make use of river or tank water;
but though more free from saline impregnations, the latter
in particular often holds in suspension a large pr oportion of
earthy matter, and from being stagnant is moreover generally
contaminated with various animal and vegetable matters in a

state of decomposition.

The natives attribute many diseases to the quality of the
water, and in this opinion they are neither altogether singu-
lar, nor perhaps far from the truth. Galen ascribes Elephan-
tiasis, which Alpinus informs us, is endemic in Egypt, to the
impure waters of the Nile; and Lucretius says  est elepas
morbus qui propter flumina Nili gignitur, Agyto in medio”;
and Dr. Cleghorn states, that hard water hasa tendency to
produce diseases of the spleen in certain aunimals, especially
sheep, which is the case he says, on the eastern sideof the
island of Minorca!—an opinion adopted by Dr. Paris, (arti-
cle *aqua.”) The latter also informs us, that pigeons refuse
hard water after being accustomed to that which 1s soft; and
snipe have been known to avoid those paddy fields and
swamps, which were irrigated with water containing saline
ingredients, to which cause, the well known scarcity of these
birds in the district of Cuddapah, may be attributed.

Causcsof Fever.  WWith respect to Cuddapah, it is found that
noxious exhalations, the existence of which are imferrec from
certain effects on the animal economy, are most prevalent
from the end of June, to the end of January, because the ex-
trinsic agents most influential in favouring the evolution of
those emanations, in soils and situations capable of engender-
ing them are ¢hen most active in ¢Ais district, namely intense
heat, acting on a wet surface. Hence, from February to the
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and which is succeeded perhaps in a short time, by a bleak
cold wind, blowing from the hills to the south west saturated
with moisture ; which acting on an exhausted and relaxed
frame, bedewed with perspiration, is extremely apt to occasion
fever.

Vegetation which commences after the first rains in June,
or after occasional showers, often becomes again burned up
by returning drought, before the setting in of the N. E. mon-
soon. In the hills,however, where the rains are more constant,
the surface becomes covered with rank coarse grass, part of
which is set fire to in February, and part preserved for thatch-
ing houses.

After the first showers in June, the ground is ploughed
preparatory to laying down both dry and wet grains.
The manure used for the dry crops consists of ashes and
sheep’s dung, that of the oxen, owing to these animals being
held sacred by hindoos, is reserved for fuel, and for plastering
the walls and floors of houses, but the quantity of manure is
every where insufficient. Between June and August, should
the supply of water in the tanks be sufficient, the soil for wet
cultivation, having been previously ploughed and harrowed
once or twice, is manured, with the green boughs of trees,
which are embedded in the soft earth and the fields then laid
under water ; after decomposition has begun the water is drawn
off, the grainis sown, and the fields are again laid under
water, which is occasionally renewed as it becomes dried by
evaporation, until the crops are nearly ripe.

Of the principal vegetable productions, paddy and jonaloo,

are sown from July to September, sudjaloo in June, and all
others in September,

The extensive plains of black soil to the north-west, produce
large crops of cotton, wheat and indigo. The talooks which

chiefly supply rice are Cumbum, Chinnoor, and Camlapoor.
In the other parts of the district dry grains, such as cholum,

raggy, &c. are principally cultivated.
F












CUDDAPAH. 45

where the paroxysms of fever have been comparatively slight.
“ Tn moist countries,” says Dr. Bigsby,  whether warm or
temperate, diseases of the spleen are endemic, as in Italy,
Holland, South America and some parts of India, in fact
where-ever malaria exists;” accordingly in the valley of
Cuddapah, where fever is very general, the disease in ques-
tion is but rarely seen, whilst it is remarkably common in
the hilly or mountainous talooks of Gurrumcondah and Mud-
denpully, where the climate is more moist.

The most approved treatment consists in the employment
of a combination of aperients, with iron and tonics, which had
been laid aside in Great Britain in favour of mercury, until
recently. The good effects of mercury as a deobstruent, in
chronic diseases of the spleen, are of doubtful efficacy, more
particularly when a cachectic state of the system 1s present.
In order to relieve the engorgement of the viscus, local bleed-
ing with leeches, when the strength of the system admits of
their use, and subsequently counter irritation by means of
blisters, as well as the frequent use of warm purgatives and
bitters, is the most approved mode of treatment. When the
pain, tension, and weight have been relieved by such means,
iron, quinine, and iodine, are then found to produce the best
effects.

Anasarca. Anasarcais very common in the districts in

which affections of the spleen are prevalent, and is almost in-
variably the result of organic visceral disease. The most
efficacious mode of treatment is found to be the use of a combi-
nation of aperients, diuretics and tonics, but above all things,
change of climate is most essential.

Hepatitis. Hepatitis is very rarely seen amongst natives,

to whose constitutions the climate in this respect does not
appear obnoxious. Two cases occurred in 1836 and 37,

amongst the European officers of the regiment at Cuddapah,
which appeared to be occasioned by the effect of heat.

?;:i“gh';[df;‘:_"‘ The climate is found to be unfavorable to Euro-
pean children, in whom the gastro-intestinal functions, be-
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REMARKS ON THE GENERAL TABLES. 81

The following tables, No. 24 and 25, exhibit the sickness
and mortality which have occurred amongst H. M.s troops
and the H. C.’s European artillery at Bellary separately, the
relative healthiness of these two bodies of men, being thus at
once seen. The table for H. M.’s troops, comprises a period
of ten years, from 1829 to 1888. The return for 1836, -
cluded the first quarter of 1837, and that for 1838 the first
quarter of 1839, during which months the regiments were
not at Bellary ; this circumstance however does not vitiate the
general results of the table, as no epidemic disease happened,
although the number of deaths is considerably above the total
exhibited in the general table No. 2; the increase arising from
fever, dysentery and hepatitis, The table No. 25, for the
European artillery, comprises a period of nine years, from
1833 to 1841 inclusive, when the same body of men occupied
the station for six or twelve consecutive months ; previous to

1833, separate returns for the detachment were not forwarded
to the Medical Board office.

With regard to the greater amount of sickness and mor-
tality amongst the artillery, compared with H. M.’s troops
at this station, and which is in both points, at variance with
the experience at all other stations, the following extracts
from the staif surgeon’s reports dated 1837, will throw some
light. * The number of individuals who have been admit-
ted more than once during the six months, amount in H. M.’s
41st regiment, to 17 admitted twice, and 6 admitted three
times ; while in the artillery, 18 have been admitted twice,
1, three times, 4, four times, 3, five times, and 1, seven
times; so that of the admissions, amounting to 129 in the
artillery, 95 are composed of, or have been occasioned by
33 individuals. There are many habitual drunkards amongst
this body of men, who are frequently in hospital, and it may
be mentioned, that this company has been stationed here,

detached from head quarters, upwards of eleven years.”

Dated 1st July, 1837.
L








































































COORG ]

eastern frontier, receiving in its course several large tribu-
taries, the principal of which is the Soornauretty, or Harin-
ghee, which drains the northern half of the country, and en-
ters the Cauvery between Frazerpett and Ramasamy
Conawah, Another large tributary of the Cauvery is
the Litchman-tierth, which rises at the foot of the Brum-
magherries, flows north-east into Mysore, and joins the
Cauvery close te Hoonsoor.

The Cauvery is not rapid in any part of its course through
Coorg, and its current isin general tranquil, exceptat a
few places where it traverses beds of granite rock; it is ford-
able at almost all points in the dry season, but during the
monsoon at Frazerpett, where itis 225 feet wide, it rises to
the height of from 20, to 30 feet.

b L There are no lakes in any part of Coorg, and
but few morasses or bogs, except on the site of deserted rice
fields, from which however no noxious exalations appear to
arise,

St The temperature of Coorg is moderate and
equable, the daily range of the thermometer within doors, not
rnemmometric exceeding 6° or 8%, often not more than 2°; the
thermometer seldom rises higher than 74°, or falls below
60°, in the open air. The range is a little higher during
the dry season, when the daily extremes are from 52° or 539,

to 65% or70® ; the annual extremes are probably 529, and 82°.

chaometieal  The maximum height of the barometer occurs

during the dry season, when the mercury stands at
26.220, and the lowest in July, during the monsoon, when it
falls 10 25°. 912. The greatest daily range observed has been,
076 ; the mean daily range, which is very regular being 050,
The diurnal maximum occurs at 10 A. M, and the minimum at
o P. M., with such regularity, that errors in the supposed
time, have often been detected by reference to the barometer.
This instrument however offers no indication of approach-

ing changes of weather, nor has it been observed to be in-
fluenced by the lunar phases,












COORG 9
rocks are primitive, consisting mostly of sienite, occaainna:'lly
traversed by green stone, the whole being covered with a t131ck
cap of lithomargic earth, composed of felspar in various
stages of decomposition, the agglutinating basis being argillace-
ous earth, coloured by oxide of iron. In some places the
agglutination is so complete as to form laterite, or soap stone,
and the whole is traversed by veins of quartz, and of nearly
pure felspar; the latter also occurs totally decomposed, in
which state it is commonly called porcelain earth, and is used
as a white wash for houses, and for cleaning soldier’s belts &e.

The greenstone traverses the sienite at several places to
the south of Merkara, but the section is imperfectly seen, it
is of a very hard texture and receives a beautiful polish, and
is occasionally found with minute crystals of pink felspar in-
terspersed through it, but these disappear in the polishing ;
the section presents a uniform smooth surface, of a dark-
blackish green colour®*. The sienite is an admirable build-
ing stone, but its hardness renders it too expensive for

common use.

Immediately over the lithomargic earth, is a stratum vary-
ing greatly in thickness, of rich vegetable mould, resulting
from the decomposition of the luxuriant vegetation with
which the whole country is clothed, during the greater part
of the year ; on the edges and slopes of the hills this stfatum
of earth is comparatively thin, but in the valleys and hollows
into which it is washed by the heavy rains, along with a vast
quantity of heterogeneous detritus, it accumulates to a great
thickness, and forms a soil of great fertility, producing, with
very little assistance from manure, returns of from 50, to 80
fold.

Veater. Water is in general of good quality, but
during the monsoon it is necessarily charged with con-
siderable quantities of silt and mud, washed down from the
higher grounds.

* A small slab of this description found in the palace at Merkara, is sai
nsed as & mi;rnr: some large blocks (4 fect by 2] and 6 or 8 inches ihick?iﬂuﬁl;?:guham
eouches, which at the sale of prize property produced large prives,
B


















COORG 15

son for bullocks, and totally so at all times, for carriages,
passing as it does over the ridges of all the intervening
hills. On reaching the base of the table land of Merkara,
here about 600 feet high, it ascends by a very steep, but
well made road, the declivity of which is 1 in 3}, or 4 feet ;
an improvement on this line is in contemplation, and partly
executed by the superintendent of Coorg, which by follow-
ing the prolongation of oneof the ridges, accomplishes the
descent at the rate of 1 in 13 or 14 feet ; and effects besides
a great saving of distance.

From the bottom of the last mentioned ghaut, or pass from
the Merkara tableland, branch roads lead to Nakanaad palace,
18 miles, and to Talla Cauvery, the source of the Cauvery,
20 miles ; they are of the same description, as the Veeraja-
pett road, exhibiting a contempt for all the acknowledged
principles of road making. From Talla Cauvery there is a

tolerably easy but very long pass into Malabar, called the
Thorakana ghaut.

At Periapatam commences another road, leading through
thick jungle to Nunjerajpett, near the Cauvery, and thence
to Merkara. This though traversing sundry steep acclivities,
and descents, was formerly much the most practicable and
frequented way of access, but is now totally disused.

From Merkara westward, a foot path leads to the edge of
the table land 12 miles, descends by a very steep pass called
the Talnair or Kurrunkall ghaut, 3 miles long, barely prac-
ticable for bullocks, and thence through thick jungle to
Bellarypett, and by Pootoor to Mangalore ; by this line the

north-west column of attack was to have advanced, but got
no further than Bellary-pett.

A road leading north from Merkara, branches off into
one running north-east, by Hallary to Ramasamy Conawah,
by which the principal column entered the country ; and a
second by Jumboor Bucka—at which latter place the north
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NEILGHERRY HILLS 3

ing scene” to use an expression of Coleridge, resembling
the billows of the sea suddenly stilled, solidified and fixed,
while in their full carreer of heaving commotion. This is
more applicable to the lower hills, mammillons to use the
expressive term of a French author, but many upwards of a
thousand feet high, have the same rounded contour. The
valleys or ravines at the foot of theee hills, are uniformly wet,
sometimes having a rivulet running through them, but more
often being marshy, their being no exit to admit of drainage.
From these moist places commence the beautiful clusters of
wood, called sholahs, which form a peculiarly striking feature

in the scenery.

They stretch along the clefts and gorges of the hills,
extending on either side in a defined line, over the mountain
slopes, and often leaving an interval of green sward, which
conveys the idea of an artificial plantation, rather than the
wild arrangement of unassisted nature. Sometimes these
woods clothe the whole of a hill side, or of several neigh-
bouring hills; frequently picturesque clumps of trees are
to be seen, isolated, and having the singularly defined outline
mentioned above; or they are continued along in the clefts,

hollows and gorges, of the mountain side.

Scenery such as this must exhilarate the mind, and thus
favorably affect the constitution of invalids,

ST In a description of the hills an account of the
proaches to the approaches is essentially necessary, as the health
both of the traveller and invalid, may suffer from
ignorance thereof, miasm in its most deadly form, being pro-
duced in the thick jungles around their base; and as these
must be traversed, the danger requires to be guarded against,
lives having been lost, from delays, and from passing the
night in feverish localites.

There are several passes leading to the hills, only two of
which are practicable for carts, viz : those of Seegoor and Coo-
seegoor ghaut.  poor—The Seegoor passis the shortest and easiest
of ascent—It commences at Goondelpett in Mysore, at a
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