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Introduction. 0

man who introduced nothing original;” as if
indeed to systematize the labours of others could
involve no claim to intellectual merit, he states
his own notions as to the extent and kind of in-
formation which a teacher should give, and which
a medical student must be contented to receive.
“I wish you to understand,” says the Doctor,
“ that these lectures will be neither elaborate nor
“learned in quotations, but will simply contain
“ the results of my own observation and expe-
“ rience, laboriously conducted through a period
“of upwards of twenty years at the bed-side
“of sick individuals.,”*

Now this is just the kind and extent of
error which a little vanity, combined with a
very dangerous misconception of the value of
previously accumulated knowledge, is calculated
to produce. It would almost appear, that there
was a real advantage in knowledge of twenty
years' standing over knowledge combining the
results of these twenty years, with the collective
experience of ages. But let the lecturer ask
himself, how his modicum of practical informa-
tion would ever have been obtained, but for these

* Lancet, vols. v. vi. p. 361,







Introduction. 11

practice, with all the attractive circumstances of
oral communication, and all the immediate influ-
ence which may be supposed to be possessed
by the teacher, who is afterwards followed by his
hearers to the patient’s bed-side. It is difficult
in after life to attain sound views, if these at-
tractive performances have once laid an unsound
basis in the learner’s mind.

Connected with this limited view of medical
subjects, there is another mischievous error,
which the advocate for mere personal expe-
rience is likely to inculecate by his example in
laying down the principles of the science: it
consists in a tendency to form the description
of a disease upon an individual case. In addition
to its facility of execution, there is no doubt that
the portrait of an actual case will have the
advantage of captivating the attention of the
reader, much more than the combination of
symptoms obtained by analysis of many attacks
of a similar disease. 1t has of course far more
reality, being in fact, in one sense, though not
the sense here wanted, more true to nature.
But the scientific writer should remember, that
this is a very different resemblance to nature,



















Indigestion defined. I

from it. This term appears to me to limit, far
too closely, the cases which the definition com-
prehends. An attack of indigestion secondary
to, or ensuing upon the symptoms and the
treatment of some other disease, may have all
those common points with another attack not
apparently ensuing upon any previous malady,
which authorise us, for practical purposes, to
place the Zwo in the same species.

It is hard to say at what point functional
indigestion may be considered to cease, and
organic indigestion to commence. My business
1s, however, at present with the first form, as
far as it can be viewed separately. Functional
indigestion has been considered sometimes as
one disease, and sometimes as a general term
comprehending many species.

The first nomenclature, that in which indiges-
tion is considered as a single disease—though
many admirable writers have expressly or im-
pliedly adopted it, appears to me very objection-
able. For practical purposes there can be no
one indigestion.

With no disposition to depreciate the labours
of other inquirers, I shall endeavour to take up
the subject of indigestion where they have left
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