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Act, the word “ Poisonous.” Medicinal preparations may also come within the terms
of the Arsenic Aet, 1351.

(3) The Merchandise Marks Act, 1887.—Under this Act it is (shortly) an offence
to apply a false trade description to goods, or to sell goods so falsely described, unless
the person prosecuted proves that he acted innocently in the matter.

(4) The Sule of Food and Drugs Acts, 1875 and 1899 — Under section 27 of the
former Act it is an offence wilfully to give with an article sold a label falsely describing

such article. But under Section 6 of the same Act an offence shall not be deemed to |
be committed “ where the drug or food is a pmpriawzhmadiuim or is the subject of a
publi

patent in foree.” The appointment and duties of
and analysing of samples of drugs by local authorities are prescribed by these Acts,

¢ analysts, and the procuring |

 (d) The Indecent Advertisements Aet.—Under this Act it is an offence to affix or |
ingeribe on any house or building an advertisement relating to disease connected with

sexual interconrse,
(6) The Larceny Aet—Under Section 88 it is an offence to obtain money by false
pretences from any person with an intent to defrand.

() Departments of State.

(1) The Privy Counecil Office—The Privy Council exercises a certain amount of

supervisory and regulative influence through their charter or otherwise, upon the
qualifications and conduct of doctors, dentists, chemists, veterinary surgeons and
midwives. An Order in Council, following upon a recommendation of the
Pharmaceutical Society, is necessary to add a drug to the schedules of poisons.

(2) The Home Office.—The Home Secretary answers questions in the House of
Commons, on behalf of the Lord President of the Council, on the general subject of
proprietary medicines, and he has power to direct the Director of Public Prosecutions
to take proceedings.  Complaints of fraud would properly be made to the Home Office,
as the general supervising authority over the police.

(3) The Loecal Gorvernment Board.—This department controls the administration
n{{r ?e::. sale of Food and Drugs Acts by the 234 local authorities of England and

a

(4) The Patent Ogfiee.—The Comptroller-General informed us that 312 patents
granted to 1912 for medicines and medicinal preparations are in force. There are very
few patents of the remedies to which our ingquiry was specially directed, as a
;mmm: be secured without (@) proof of usefulness and novelty, and (#) disclosure of
ormula.

(e.) Statutory Bodies.

(1.) The General Medical Council—This body is charged by the Medical Act,

1858, with publishing from time to time the “ British Pharmacopoeia,” an authoritative

standard and guide to the uniformity and purity of drogs employed by medical men,

The last edition was published fifteen years ago. A new edition is at last in the

(2.) The Pharmacentical Society.—This body, created by Royal Charter in 1843,
is charged by the Pharmacy Acts with a measure of control over the sale of proprietary
articles containing scheduled poisons, 1t has no powers in relation to other proprietary
articles. It moves the Privy Council to add to the schedule of poisons.

11. The foregoing summary, if left without comment, miﬁ;htbr; thought to indicate
an adequate body of law and administrative authority to deal with the subject of our
inquiry, This is far from being the case. So far as the prevention of frand is
concerned, the before-mentioned statutes or powers are of little value. To show this
in detail in each instance would be to overload our Report with details. We confine
ourselves, therefore, to a brief indication of the facts or the authority npon which we
base the above opinion.

12. There is no Department of State officially concerned with the sale and adver-
tisement of these articles.  The witness from the Home Office said tous : “'This is one
of many subjects which no Department of State claims as its own.” He further said :
“The Home Secretary, as regards Patent and Proprietary Medicines as such, has no
powers or duties” And he added: “ Proceedings for frand against proprietors or
vendors of ]:rrupriemu:f' medicines on the ground that they cannot cure the diseases they
mention, are practically unknown.” As regards the Privy Couneil in this connection,
it is merely a clerical vehicle for passing on any question to some other department,
possessing itself neither knowledge nor adequate staff to deal with it. even its
tunction of securing Orders in Council, is exercised with such laxity that whereas the

|
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externally or internally, as a medicine or medicament.” Therefore, they pay no duty.
But smelling salts are dutiable.  Again, if the original maker of a well-known
medicine in which no proprietary riﬁ'hta are claimed affixes a label recommending its
efficacy, he must pay stamp duty. But a retail chemist may purchase it from him and
affix such a label without paying duty. Again, there iz no doty upon waters
containing earbonic acid gas, or solid preparations for im ating water with this
gas. The Court roled, therefore, that powders like “ Eno's Fruit Salt,” “ Kutnow's
FPowder,” * Pyretic Saline,” &c., are not dutiable, though prietary medicines
recommended for aillments, on the ground that when mixed witﬁnwr they effervesce
by the generation of carbonic acid. Aﬁain, an advertisement, not in itself indecent,
relating to complaints arising from sexual intercourse, becomes indecent in law if affixed
orinscribed anywhere, but not if published in & newspaper, put in a letter-box or thrown
down an area ; and such advertisements are frequently exhibited in shop windows,
The above examples illustrate the remark made to us by the solicitor to the
Chemists' Defence Association that the existing state of the law constitutes “a
finaneial and legal chaos,” and the view expressed by the Solicitor to the Cuostoms
and Excizse, who said, ‘we have long felt that the whole of this law is much out
of date.” From the traders’ point of view it is very diffieult to know what articles
are dutiable and what are not, and the Commissioners themselves confess that they
do not enforee the Act strietly.  Finally, to compare British with foreign law in one
instance, we may refer to the case of Ll')m American Macaura. He is stated by one
witness to have gluitmd £60,000 by his recent campaign in England of advertising,
exhibiting and selling an alleged vibratory eure for many ailments, whereas for the

same procedore in Paris he has just been sentenced to three years' imprisonment and
a fine of £120.

ProsgcuTions ForR FrAUD,

17. Successful prosecutions for fraud in connection with the sale of seeret remedies
have been so few as to be negligible. In the first place, as we were informed
by the Assistant - Director of Public Prosecutions, at present there is no person
whose duty it is to see whether patent medicine manufacturers are making fraudulent
claims. And when a prosecution is undertaken, it usually breaks down for one of
two reasons (1) It is impossible to prove guilty knowledge—that is, “ wilful™ mis-
statement, often becansze the medicine is ummli‘;r sold by persons ignorant of their
composition.  (2) The defendant is able to produce witnesses who state that the medicine
has been beneficial to them, A drug or aEpIimlm, for example, is advertised to cure
deafiiess, It may be a drug or treatment which is commonly usged by the medical profes-
sion to benefit specific or simple cases.  The vendor can thus produce a few cases which
have derived benefit, whereas in thousands of other easesit 18 a sheer frand. (3) In
arave cases, like drugs sold to procure abortion, the prosecution could hardl nes
a witness to say, © I bought this drug believing it would enable me to commit a crime ;
I found it would not, and T am defrauded.” We have privately brought to the notice
of the Director of Public Prosecutions several eases obviously of the most fraudulent
or offensive description, and have requested him to prosecute. In each ease, with
every desire to do so, he has after careful consideration explained to us the legal
grounds on which, in his opinion, it wounld be impossible to secure a verdict.

1%, One example of an unsuccessful prosecution of a retail vendor way usefull
be given. In 1907 the Liverpool Corporation made a praiseworthy attempt to pun
fraud in the case of a preparation, the materials of which, according to the medical
officer of health, eost about a penny and which was sold for 25 9d. The retail
vendors were prosecuted on the ground that the statement on the label that the
preparation “ contains the active ingredients and digestive qualities of the gastric
Juice in a highly concentrated and permanent form,” was false and frandulent. An
analyst's certificate was produced, showing the contents to be water, with traces of
phosphoric acid, hydrochlorie acid, nitric acid, and caleium phosphate, flavoured with
chloroform and a vegetable bitter, and coloured with cochineal. The only part of
this resembling the gastric juice was the minute quantity of hydrochloric acid. DBut it
was impossible to prove dguilt.y knowledge on the part of the vendors, the case aganst
them was withdrawn, and they were allowed five guineas costs. It is not surprising

that the Medical Officer of Health of the City of Liverpool should add, in supplying
us with the above facts, ** Further analyses have been made of patent medicines, but

no legal proceedings have been taken.” ™ It should be pointed out that the prosecution
was not taken g;&;ﬂmt the manufacturers of the mmed];Jm i
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classes of preparations alone. The President of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great.
Britain, speaking with 36 vears’ continuous experience as a retail chemist, informed
us that the sale of proprietary remedies has very largely inereased during the past
ten years,

24. We would draw attention, however, to the probability that the sales of secret
remedies will tend to decrease from the operation of the National Insuranee Act. Now
that the millions of insured persons can obtain medical advice, iptions and drugs

Q. 12521-2. free of cost, they will naturally be less likely to attempt self-medication in order to save
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24, There is no record at the Custom House of the importation of these

tions. It is therefore impossible to discover from our own records the raapa@twe
proportion of home-made and imported - remedies, but without doubt a large uantity
comes from the United States.  Professor Cushny stated that this has ine uf lnta
owing to greater restrictions upon their sale there. As he put it “we are the
benefit of the legislation of the United States.” “ We are getting a lot of quac IEIEIB{]I.EH
which were formerly confined to the United Stares.” EF‘II.&EB enter free of all import
duty except upon their content of materials in themselves dutiable, One witness quoted
an official American statement to the effect that about 15,000,000 Paulmgea of
proprietary vemedies were exported from the United States to this country in 1911, of a
total value of about £400,000,

26, While the trade in certain classes of secret remedies is carried on, often as
mail-order business only, with trifling capital, in other cases the amount of capital
imvested in 11muu.fuﬂtun|1g is very large. The annual turnover of ﬂle proprietor of
** Beecham’s Pills,” selling over a million pllls a day, Sundays included, is about £360,000
a year. The proprictors of “ Seigel’s Syrup,” who have sold 100 n:ul]mn bottles in 40
}'ﬂ:u-.e,, pay upwards of £40,000 a year in wages alone.

In most cases the principal cxpuudll;um in connection with secret remedies is.
in mlwrh-ung The proprietors of * Winecarnis ” for example, spend thos £50,000 a
employing between 30 and 40 persons in their advertising burean. ** Elmer S]ﬂl.:ﬁm”
a witnm informed ws, spent at one time £1,000 a week. The
“ Daisy " powder, a wmpnmt-nel\ small humnm spend £3,000 a year. T]:m la.tu-
A. L. Pointing, a well-know nosw indler, is believed to have spent £20,000 a year in
advertising an **aleohol cure” called “ Antidipso "—at his death he left £50,000. The
Proprietary  Articles Section of the London Chamber of Commerce estimates that
£2.000,000 is spent annually in this country in advertisements of proprietary medicines.

Tue Press Axp SEcker REMEDIES,

28, It may be convenient to speak at this point of the relation of the newspaper
and periodical press to secret remedies. As solarge a sum as £2,000,000 or more is
spent annually in advertisements of these remedies in one form or another of ad
the trade is naturaily of great importance to newspaper proprietors. In the case of
most newspapers these advertisements constitute one of the most considerable sources
of income, while a number of small provincial newspapers could probably hardly exist at
all withouk seoret remedy advertisements,  All pﬁnudlealsﬂxmnﬂe some censorship over
these advertisements. With a few, mostly weekly sporting low-class prints, fear of
prosecution alone dictates a certain caution. Other papers deaw a line of varying
strictness. One newspaper only, the © Spectator,” we were informed, wholly excludes
these advertisements, but a few daily papers also pmctically close their columns to
them. The respectable press, speaking generally, refuses all advarnaamanta.
having an au.{i,-gaatmn of impropriety. Some papers of the so-called * religious press,”
we are told, show a wider hospitality to secret remedy advertisements, and mnny of
an ohjectionable character hmebeen fonnd in its columns, It is also lamentably true
that the cheap so-called “home” weeklies, intended for the reading of girls and young
women, contain advertisements of a grmsl}r m:pm]zer vature. Many improper advertise-
ments from weeklies, sporting prints, * reli and “ hﬂmedﬂsaperﬂ, were exhibited
to us—including 19 advertisements of drugs 0],1'. iously inten to be used as aborti-
facients in one provincial Sunday paper—but none of this character from high-class dailies.
or weeklies. We are convinced that the prietors of the better class of newspapers

. 3800-10, and zecret remedies alike would welcome a drastic suppression of suggestive or improper

o

advertisements. The foregoing nb&erv&tmns do not refer to the advertisements of
swindlers like Macaura, the “ eye quacks,” the “deaf quacks,” the cancer-curers, the
consumption-gurers, the electric belt makers, the curers of rupture without opemhun,
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32. Ome important practical result of the foregoin maker of a secret.
remedy, by mixing together, whether with or wi nut seientific or therapenti
knowledge, a number of vegetable extracts, ean truthfully state that the composition
of his remedy cannot be discovered by analysis. A mixture of tinctures, infusions,
decactions or extracts of such familiar yet complex bodies as treacle, honey, aluqn,
cinnamon, liqnorice, linseed, coltsfoot. eubebs, pepper, horehound, ginger, gentian,
dandelion, rhubarb, saffron, ete., may defy all chemical, microscopic, aﬁo(m_
scopic, olfactory or physiological analvam While a mmt-lma therefore, may have a
therapentical value, it may also be made to defy the analytical exposure of a fraudn-
lent claim of tlzempaulsmal value, There are thus distinet limits to analysis, but in
practice these limits are narrower than would appear, for in a Iarga majority of cases
the essential nature of the principal constituents of any medicine ean be detected with
almost perfect eertainty determined with reasonable aceuracy, given skill, time,.
and a sufficient quantity of material.

Orcaxisatiox ofF THE TrADE IN ProPrRIETARY REMEDIES.

33. The trade in patent and proprietary medicines is represented in Great
Britain by the Proprietary Articles Section of the London Chamber of Commerce,
which contains over 300 manufacturers or vendors of such articles. Mem
of the Section is open to any person in the trade, proposed and seconded i:y
members,  No control of any kind is exercised by the Section over the nature of the
remedies sold or the claims made for them.  This body presented to us the case for
proprietary medicines, producing as witnesses two expert analysts and a number of
makers and proprietors of secret remedies.

Tre IiFrERENT (CLassES oF ProrrRIETARY REMEDIES

34. Patent and proprietary medicines differ very widely in character. At one
end of the scale is the valuable scientific pr tion ; at the other end is the mere vulgar
swindle. Any useful consideration of i wm must therefore be preceded by some
classification into distinct categories, as these may call for widely !?ﬂ’e.n treatment
in the public interest, corresponding to their differences of character. Fur the
of this Report we adopt the following classification, which is largely ﬁum
evidenece of expert witnesses of high standing.

In the first place we divide these remedies into two chief classes : (A) Non-secret,
and (B) Secret. That is, those of which the formula is published, and those of which
the formula is not published.

Group 1. Proprictary preparations. ——-—Tlua group consists of genuine dn:lga,
originally produced synthetically, or extracted from crude uu un-da;, by skilled
chemists and tested by therapentists, and manufactured (th uc{z;' many names) in
pharmacological laboratories  Familiar examples are aspirvin, renalme and uro

The processes of manufacture are patented, or the names are rcglstﬁrad trade-marks.

Group 2. Remedies owing their value to skifful mmﬁma!wﬁ,—Examplm of this
group are various emulsions of ecod-liver oil or petrolenm, and mixtures of
bismuth with pepsine. They contain no new drugs, but are only new combinations,
depending for their palatable orassimilable qualities npon the skill with which they are
compounded.

Gmu[ij 3. Now-geeret drugs with secrel excipients —These are known drugs with
formula disclosed, mixed for purposes of convenient or elegant manufacture with
minute gquantities nt" medically mert s-uhﬁtnnm‘:s. the nature of which is a trade secret.
The most familiar example nf'! this group is the large quantity of medicine =old in
“ tabloids,” this trade name being the property of one firm.

It will be evident that unless some of tl{e above d are such as should not be
sold at all ; unless it should be l:.lu;mght desirable to forbid unfounded claims of
in curing disease ; or unless any restriction of the multiplication of trade names be
recommended, there s nothing in the above Class calling for interference in the public
interest, The second Class oceapies a different position.

Urass B.—Secrer REMEDIES.

In consequence of the great variety of remedies of this class, it is difficult to give ]
an adequate classification of them without entering into excessive detail. For practical
purposes, however, they may be divided into three general groups.
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A number of other preparations contain a high percentage of aleohol, without
bearing any suggestion whatever that they are aleoholic. For example :—

Carrick’s Liguid Junora - . 11-9 per cent.
Peptonoids- - 20 per cent. YVibrona - o B s
Panopeptone - 3 | . Lydia E. Pinkham's
Armour’s Nutritive Vegetable Com-
Elixir of Peptone 15 ,, ,, pound - = B0 s B
Carnabyn - i e

=

Thus, though we cannot take responsibility for the fi ng figures, it would
appear that many of these wines and preparations are as mﬁn as the stron
wine, and most of the rest are about twice as intoxicating as ordinary claret. One
wineglassful of a 20 per cent. wine or preparation containg three and a half tea-
spoonfuls of absolute alechol ; one wineglasstul of  Winearnis” three teaspoonfuls.
The recommended dose of “ Wincarnis ” equals one wineglassful of whisky per day.

Some medicated wines claim to be nutritive becanse meat extract enters into their
composition.  The quantity of meat extract, however, is trifling, and in any ease it is
not nutritive.  “ Winearnis,” for instance, is declared to “give a strength that is lasting,
because in each wineglassful there is a standard amount of nutriment,” and is described
as “‘the world’s greatest tomic, restorative, blood-maker and nerve food.” Tts
proportion of meat extract is 1'2 per cent.,, or about one-twentieth of the nitr
{ Hesh-forming) constituents of lean beefsteak.  An analysis made by the public analyst
of the city of Bradford says: * It is so deficient in albnmenoid nitrogen and p :
essential constituents of nerves and Hesh, that in these respects it is but very little
superior to port wine itself.” * Lemeo Wine,” again, contains only 046 per cent. of meat
extract, but 12 per eent. of sugar. Aleohol. moreover, cannot contain meat extract in
solution, and presumably any meiical man desiring to administer meat extract would
prefer to do so without mixing it with aleohol.

There can be no doubt that many persons aequire the © drink habit ™ by taking
these wines and preparations, either knowing that they ave alcobolic, since they can be
purchased and consumed without giving rise to the charge of “ drinking,” or in
ignorance that they are highly intoxicating liquors. The further ch is made that
their drug content may lead to the *“ drug habit.” * Hall's Coca Wine " is now called
simply * Hall's Wine.” It contains one grain of the extractive principle of the coca
leaf (which is mainly cocaine) in 26 fluid ounces, a sufficient amount, as stated by
the proprietor, to cause sleep if two wineglassfuls are taken. It is recommended
for children in these words: “ For colds, conghs, and bronchial affections :
children, a dessertspoonful three times daily.” One  “nputritive tonic  wine ™
(Bugeand’s) is advertised as containing * cinchona (quinine) and cocoa.” It contains
no eocoa. The word is probably a miapl'intu-—perhﬂlps accidental—for “coca.” In
some cases the proprietors of these wines offer to pay for the wine licence of retailers,
A well-known firm of chemists, commenting upon this, wrote: “ On our expressing
surprise that they could do this, we were told that of course they would ex our
orders for ordinary unmedicated wines, the demand for which always followed, in their
experience, where the medicated kinds were introduced.” Tt is stated that doctors’
testimonials are secured by the offer of a free 25 Gid. hottle for any person to

whom the doctor may like to send it, on his returning a signed conpon. us
and Company elaim to have 6,000 signatures of medical men in favour of “ Winearnis,”

“The President of the British Medical Association gives this further explanation : “ The

profession has been educated up to a better standard about the giving of testimonials,
but it was culpably lax some years ago.”

Examprrs oF Secrer REMEDIES,

36. Inorder to show the character of a large class of seeret remedies, and at the same
time to exhibit the general justification of some of our recommendations, we think it
desirable to give indetail a number of facts we have elicited in examination of witnesses.
The following examples are taken almost at haphazard, but they are types of innumerable
old and mnew preparations advertised widely throughout the country, and they are
constantly being  added to. We would draw special attention to the
fact that three of the remedies mentioned below (a, & and ¢) are the property of
witnesses not selected by ourselves, but put forward by the Proprietary Ariicles
Section of the London Chamber of Commerce as representative of the trade in secret

remedies,
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Total chlorides - 151 cent. (caleulated as hydrogen
oﬁgﬁde}.

“8. Aeids.—The volatile acid consisted mainly of acetic acid, with a little
horie acid. The total free acid of the sample in terms of hydrochloric acid is
1-12 per cent., equivalent to 10°6 per cent. of the Pharmacopeeia * diluted hydro-
chlorie aeid.’

“The proportion cf free acid, other than acetic acid, would corres
with 072 per cent. of hydrochloric aeid, equivalent to 68 per cent. of the
“diluted hydrochloric acid’ of the Pharmacopeeia. Very little of this hydro-
chlorie acid, however, would be actually present in the *free’ condition.

C. SimMoxDps.
James J. Doppie
“ Government Laboratory, 21st December, 1912."

This official analysis and that of the analyst for the proprietors practically agree
in the percentage of treacle (40 per cent. and 42 per cent.) and of vegetable extractive
substances (78 per cent. and 842 per cent.). From the foregoing, the fact emerges
that 100,000,000 bottles of an American mixture, originally recommended by an
elaborate falsehood, and containing—apart from about 10 per cent. of vegetable extracts,
including aloes and capsicum, of whose names, therapeutic virtues, and money value we
are ignorant—50 per cent. of water and 40 per cent. of treacle, have heen sold at the
retail price of 25 6d. for three fluid ounces, crn

() © Daisy” Powders—These are the property of * Daisy, Limited, gy T
company with a capital of £15,000, employing about forty persons, As at first sold,
this medicine, which was originated in this form in 1883 by an itied retail
druggist, was known as *“ Daisy Headache Powder,” and contained 5 grains of
acetanilide. The Board of Inlrmtiy Revenue decided that this—which was exempt from
stamp duty as a “ pure drog " —could only be sold by pharmacists or persons ing a
Patent Medicine license, and many of the rel;aileria u'i'f tJ:f: widers were m mall a
way of business to pay 5s. annually for this, even although the prietors to pay
halyi‘ the cost. Thu?:fﬂm a second identical powder was put umn market, bmmm
words “ Head Powder,” and “ Daisy, Limited, Leeds,” the label designed to the
public to think it the same as the original powder. But the Board, after a long
correspondence (which was shown to us), insisted that the packets bearing different
names must contain different substances. Therefore a * Daisy. Headache Powder ™
still contains 5 grains of acetanilide, but a “ Head Powder” of “ Daisy, Limited,
Leeds,” contains 8 grains of phenacetin. i f

The assets of this Company consist chiefly of the goodwill in the trade name
“raisy " (they informed us that they had also registered the word “ Buttercup ”), and
their business consists in buying acetanilide and phenacetin by the ton, these costing
respectively 8d. and 2s. 11d. a pound, and supplying them in 5 and 8 grain packets
to retail at a penny apil:ce. When asked by our medical colleagne wh headache
might not be a warning symptom of serious diseases, and that therefore merely to
remove the symptom might be a dangerous step, the proprietor replied : “T say headache
is & pain in the head, and 1 say that a ‘Daisy’ powder will remove the " The
official dose is 1 to 3 grains, and the Codex adds : * Doses of 5 to 10 grams are sometimes
ordered, but may cause alarming spnf)tﬂms-" Professor Dixon, M.D., F.R.S,, one of
the highest authorities upon pharmaco Dg&l;mfﬂnn&d us that acetanilide is a dangerous
drug, and he went so far as to say that it ““ought never to be given under any
circumstances,”

(¢) * Fenning's Fever Curer.”—This is advertised in the following terms: *The
celebrated Remedy for the Prevention and Cure of Typhus, or Low Fever, Cholera,
Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever, Fluxes, Yellow Fever, Influenza, Black Fever, Dysentery,
Windy Spasms, Sore Throats, Griping Pains, Low Spirits, Dinrrhoea, Small Pox, &e.
Sore throats eured with one dose, Searlet or Typhus Fever prevented or cured. Bowel
complaints cured with one dose. Typhus or Low Fever cured with two doses. Diphtheria
cured with three doses. Searlet Fever cured with three doses. Cholera cured with five
doses. Influenza cured with six doses.” The Government Chemist informed us that
this consisted of a dilute solution of nitrie acid, favoured with peppermint.  Itis sold
at 1s. 11d. for about § fluid ounces. The estimated cost of the ingredients is Jd.

(d) “Antipon.”"—* One of the most valuable discoveries in modern therapentics,
solving once and for all the vexed question of the radical cure of obesity without
harmful after-effects.” A solution of citric acid in water, which we were informed
would be without medical effect upon corpulency. -













Q. 9156-7.

pp. 468-9,

Q. 3839,

p- 57.
Q. 3850,

0. S840,

Q. 3839,
0. 3843,
Q. 3852,
Q. 3849,
. 3837.

Q. 9236,
Q. 9245,

Q. 5379-82,

ﬁ . . B, o

X REPORT FROM TIE

resemblanee, but medically considered, totally diverse. For examm"ﬂemhnm'a
Cough Pills” are recommended as “a safe and simple remedy " for asthma and
bromchial affections—asthma being a nervous disease, while bronchial affections are
inflammation of muecous membranes. These examples, which could be multiplied,
illustrate the danger of this kind of ignorant self-medication, upon which medieal
witnesses laid ulwﬁ:3 emphasis,
“Cures” ror Fims

41. Advertisements by private persons offering cures for fits are familiar. With
the help of the Chief Constable of &:Eﬁhim and the Government Chemist we investi-
gated one of these. The advertisement read : *“ Fits.—C n offers prescription
for 15 1d. ; never fails.—J. 3., Grasmers Honse, Winsford, Cheshire.” Three di
sets of initials were used at different times. Application brought a preseription for
“koroninm bromide,” and a recommendation to procure it from “ the actual manufac-
turers, Messrs. Whithy & Co,, Chemical Mannfacturers, Winsford, Cheshire.” This
was sold at 4s. 6. for 4 ounces.  We procured some, and—* koroninm bromide ” being,
of course, an invented name—the Government Chemist informed us that it was the
well-known drug strontium bromide, often preseribed for epilepsy, and purchasable at
rates varying from 25 to 32 Rd. a }uni Police inquiries then showed that the
advertiser was Harold Cuthbert Whitby, trading in a lock-up shop at Winsford, as
“Whitby & Co., Chemists, Opticians and Wine Merchants.™

TerE TRADE IN ARBORTIFACIENTS.

42, The trade in abortifacients presents one of the most deplorable aspects of the
secret remedy trade.  Innumerable remedies for “ female irregularities ” are advertised.
A few of these are poisonous and have sansed death, whilst most of them are wholly in-
active for the purpese for which they are sold. Indeed, it cannot be too widely
realised that no drug is known whick can force the womb to expel its contents, a.ni
that nothing can endanger the life of an unborn child except by endangering inan '
degree the life of the mother. But a substance of the latter class is Ll
widely sold and used in certain parts of the country as an abortifacient, This is
“ diachylon plaster,” the emplastiwm plonbi of the Pharmacopoeia, & pmsamum‘ of
oleate, containing 28.9 per cent. of oxide of lead, supposed to be a miid astringent
application to inflamed surfaces.  One medical witness expressed to us the opi
for all practical purposes it is perfectly useless. But it is undoubtedly
a supposed abortifacient in the form of pills like * Mrs. Seegrave’s Pills” or
a bit of the d;;l:'.tster ralled up and swallowed.

Many hs from the vse of this substance for this purpose were reported to us.
It can, of course, only produce abortion by producing lead poisoning, from which
insanity, blindness, paralysis and death have resulted. The Pharmaceutical Society
have for years vainly urged its inclusion in the Schedule of Poisons. The question of
the total prohibition of its sale should be considered by the competent authorities,

Blackmail is a natural result of the sale of abortifacients. In 1888 two brothers
named Chrimes were sentenced to penal servitude for demanding, under threats of
exposure, two guineas from women who had purchased their drugs.  The police inter-
cepted in a short time no fewer than 600 letters, each containing two guineas.

Even simple aperient pills from reputable makers are recommen in language
suggesting that they are efficacions for this particular pur In the instructions
headed “ Advice to Females ” accompanying * Beecham's Pills,” women suffering from
“any unusual delay” are recommended to take five pills a day. The proprietor
admitted in evidence that the most common cause of such delay is preguancy.

W Crres " ror  CoNsuMPTION.

43, Amongst frwudulent secret remedies the alleged cures for tuberculosis are
perhaps the worst of all.  Sufferers from this disease are, as is well known, Smlm:'g
cmduﬁaa of ises of help, and the “consumption gquack” takes ski .
unscrupulous advantage of their pathetic hn]llﬂs, Many secret remedies for consumption
have been put upon the market, usually at high prices. For example, an American
firm known as the Derk P. Yonkerman Company advertised for some years a mmmi
called ““Tuberculozyne,” Yonkerman himself being a Michigan veterinary surgeon. A
month's treatment by this remedy cost £2 10s. The advertisement offered a book
sntitled “ Consumption and how it may be guickly cured,” of which the following
paragraph is typical :—

“ After researches lasting for nearly twenty years, the persistent efforts of Dr.






Q. 10335

Q. 8546,

Q. 12907,

Q. 4084,

i 4105,
. H3D0-1,
(. B405.
Q. 5415,

Q. 5368,

Q. 2599,
Q. 5956
Q. 5442-9.
€. 11001~

10.
Q. 11789-
91,
Q. 2238,
Q. 2335-6.
Q. B351.
Q 11258,
Q. 11271,
Q. 11741.
Q. 11907-9,
. 11925,

Q. 3641,

b =111 REPORT FROM THE

daily papers last yvear. We may add that Stevens has recently bronght an action for
libel against the British Medical Association for statements muL mﬁdmg his remedy
in “Secret Remedies” The defendants pleaded justification, and the jury found for
the defendants.

Freririovs Nases,

44, It is a common practice of vendors of secret remedies to recommend them
the name of a fietitions n. We have already mentioned “ Mother Seigel ”
“ Madawe Lucie Robert.”  Another example is ** Mrs. Johnson's Grilm Relief " with
which Mrs. Johnson had nothing todo.  Another is “* Roulet injection” for gonorrhoea,
guaranteed by the facsimile signature of “ Dr. Roulet,” an imaginary person. ;
fictitions names that have come to our notice are * Mademoizelle Florence Gaunthier,”
“ Mademoiselle Marcelle Rouvier,” “ Mildred St. Aubyn,” * Mademoiselle Agnes
Deprés,”  Mademoiselle Marguerite Fournier,” and © Dr, Ducland.”

Pracrices oF SecreT Rexepy VEXDORS

45. The most disreputable class of proprietors of secret remedies trade under
many aliases,  As soon as one name becomes notorious, or when they have exhausted
the eredulity of the publie for one remedy, they assume another name,  Thus Cri
the murderer, * aural smgeon to the Dronet Institute,” was also M. Frankel .
Shirley, who is still advertising extensively, has been Keith Harvey, Edward Meyer,
the “ Sanalak Institute,” Marr, and Erasmus Coleman. An Awmerican named Skinner
was suceessively Seott, Symond’s London Stores, Professor Dana, Professor P 7
and Horatio Carter. Nelson Lloyd, an Englishman who sold a “ fat cure,” was in
reality an advertising agent named Derry. Two Americans, Virgil P. Neale and
Thomas Adkin, were the Cartilage Company, advertising to increase height; as
Harriet Meta they sold a “ wrinkle eradieator”; as Kathryn B. Firmin, of the Roman
Solvene Laboratory, they undertook to remove superfluous hair ; and as Everett Wood,
they offered to make hair grow on hald heads.

46. The wiles of some vendors of secret remedies almost Delief.  Evidence
was given to us in private to the effect that an agent of a * kidney cure " went from
door to door in the artisan quarters of a northern town, stating that many people were
in the first stages of kidney disease without mlﬂrcuﬁng the fact, but that a sure test
was to take a pill which he left with them. If the urine became blue, he explained,
that was a proof of kidney disease, which could certainly be cured by taking So-and-
so's remedy. The pill contained a blue aniline dye, which of course produced
immediately the result mentioned, The widespread alarm eaused by this abominable
trick may easily be imagined. We were informed that there exist to-day agencies,
one in Leeds, which advertises frequently, and one or two in Ameriea, selling lists
of names of sufferers from various diseases at so much per thousand. That is, a
person about to put on the market a “consumption cure " or a * rupture cure,” or a
“cancer cure,” can buy a list of a thousand persons suffering from tuberculosis or
rupture or cancer, these lists being the names of people who have at some time
answered advertisements regarding these diseases, and whose names and addresses thus
possess a money value,

Trae Mepicarn ProressioN AXD Secrer REMEDMES

47. So faras we have been able to discover, no scientific chemist and no qualified
medical man, with rare exceptions, is connected with or em in the manufasture
of secret remedies such as those we have placed in class B.  And we have failed to
find that any new drng, or new discovery of a method of compounding known drugs,
has been placed at the service of the public as one of that cluss of secret remedies.
We have learned, however, to our great surprise, that persons of influential soeial
position and small means will sell the nse of their names to advertise secret remedies ;
that large sums of money are expended in canvassing medical men; that man
medical men give testimonials (with the use of their medieal qualifications but withont
the use of their namus? to proprietary and secret remedies—and allow themselves
to be made, as a medical man declared in a public address, “the catspaw and fool of
the fraternity of the secret remedy " ; and that there are medical men who ?mhﬂ to
their patients remedies of this class of whose composition they are themselves largely
ignorant.  'We had evidence in two cases of medical men acting as directors of
companies manufacturing secret remedies.

Tur Patest MEDICINE STAMP A8 AN ADVERTISEMENT.

48. We find that the Patent Medicine Stamp is not infrequently used as an
advertisement. For example : “ Therapion appears on Government Stamp, aflixed to
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