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I did not expect that the residents in the North-Western Provinces and
Punjab, would suffer severely at the time of the passage of the pilgrims, as
April and May are not the usual months for Cholera to prevail in these parts of
India; but I anticipated that it would prevail during the rainy season, which is
the usual season for epidemic Cholera. However, the disease appeared among
the inhabitants on the arrival of the pilgrims all over the country, spreading
extensively along the foot of the Himalayas, and extending far into the interior
of the hills. Tt appeared amongst the European troops at Umballa and
Peshawur. Again, on the south-west line, towards issar, it spread generally,
and proved very fatal. Tt has, as anticipated, re-appearcd, since the rains set in,
in many of the stations in the North-Western Provinces, where it has attacked
the BEuropean troops which escaped in April, as Meerut, Bareilly, Moradabad,
Gwalior, and Lahore.

The disease had the usual symptoms of epidemie Cholera, with the varia-
tions which have come under my observation sinee I first saw it in Paris in the
year 1831. Its appearance among the pilgrims is well described by Major
Mercer, Assistant Commissioner, Sealkote,—

% 1af.—Thirst ;

“2ud.—A feeling of sinking in the stomach, and pain through the
ribs on the region of the liver; (7)

# Srd.—The face then becomes anxious, and the eyes hollow.

Up to this stage the preventive (Cholera) pills have been found most efficacious, -
and when they were not procurable the disease has rapidly taken the usual form,
—of purging and vomiting, eramps, and rapid collapse, terminating in death in
a few hours.”

Many thousands of these Cholera Pills were distributed at the different
camping grounds, and stations along the lines of pilgrims, and throughout the
country, in the villages affected by the disease, and exhibited to the sick, with the
favorable result mentioned.

This is not the place for a detailed account of the medieal treatment of the
various stages of the disease; but the precautionary measures adopted to secure
the health and comfort of the pilgrims at Hurdwar, and on their return to their
homes, and to protect the country through which they passed, may be mentioned
in this description of the progress of the disease over India.

At Hurdwar, they consisted in securing good food and water, with free
ventilation, in a regular encampment with convenient conservaney arrangements;
the whole being kept in order by a most efficient Police force.

As the people arrived they took their places in a regularly planned encamp-
ment, with straizht, broad roads. Ample stores of wholesome food and neces-
saries had been laid in: the Ganges water was near, besides there were several
woodd wells,  Latrines were constructed in convenient situations, and sereened in;
and an establishment of 700 sweepers employed. The dry earth system of con-
servancy was used. Some of the Natives attributed the Cholera to this, that
discharges continued moist under the covering of earth, instead of being dried
in the sun, as formerly ; and that the heavy rain penetrated this covering of earth,
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