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PREFACE.

| ————————

TWO great sources of distress, much ag-
gravated by the uncertainty in which they
are involved, are the danger of contagion
and the apprehension of hereditary diseases.
The former has often embittered the enjoy-
ment of all that providence has bestowed
upon us, and even stifled the feelings of con-
sanguinity, friendship, and love: the ill
effects of the latter have been in proportion
to the strength of the moral feelings. The
dread of being the cause of m.ist-:r}? to poste-
rity, has prevailed over the most laudable
attachment to a beloved object ; and a sense
of duty has imposed celibacy on those who
seemed by nature the best constituted for the

duties of a parent !

In these, as in many other highly im-
portant questions, men seem afraid of en-
quiring after truth ; cautions on cautions are
multiplied, to conceal the skeleton in -the
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one of my papers, I waited with some 1m-
patience to hear his objection to my remarks
on the hereditary properties of diseases. As
soon as I learned that the pause did not
arise from any difference of opinion, I had
no difficulty in determining to make. a dis-
tinct Essay on what had hitherto been only
incidentally noticed.

On a discussion so new, some indulgence
may be expected in the use of new terms,
or rather in assigning to old terms, meanings
more strictly appropriate. The work being
intended for the general reader, every tech-
nical expression is carefully avoided ; and in
order that the attention may not be dis-
tracted from the chain of reasoni'ng, every
thing not necessary to illustrate the doc-
trine is added, in the form of Notes, at the
end. The Reader will readily account for,
and 1t is hoped, pardon the unexpected
length of one of them,
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A

DISSERTATION,

§e. &e.

THDUGH hereditary peculiarities in Man
are infinitely more important than in other
Animals, yet the little information hither-
to collected on the subject, would lead us

to suppose they have been less attended to. -

MERcATUS, in the beginning of the 17th
century, published among his voluminous
works, a short but very judicious Treatise,
De morbis hereditariis. This has been over-
looked by every succeeding Writer who has
touched incidentally on the question; and
from that time to the present, I can meet
with no systematic performance on the sub-
ject. A ‘late number of the Memoirs of
| B
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inquiry be unimportant to any family, how
free soever they may fancy themselves from
any liereditary peculiarity ; for it will re-
quire no argument to prove that, like the
varieties in other animals, all these pecalia-
rities must have ‘originated in the offspring
of couples who were free from them.

But facts, however numerous and well
authenticated, lose much of their value 1f
injudiciously collected, as none but Natur-
alists are aware of the peculiar characters by
which varieties are more strongly marked.
In the following paper, therefore, my wish
is, |

Ist. To propose an arrangement, which,
after long application to the subject, I have
found most convenient in this early stage of
Inquiry.

2dly. To illustrate this arrangement by
well ‘authenticated facts, and to show their
practical importance by inferences which
naturally arise from them.

3dly. To ascertain what provisions are
made by Nature to correct any apparent
deviations in the human race.
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consideration.  This will be best illustrated
by diseases, because these are most strongly
marked ; and to these our inquiries into
human physiology should be principally
directed. |

Diseases either appear at birth, in which
case they are called congenital or connate ;
or they arise afterwards. ek

The first only can with propricty be
called hereditary or family diseases, all others
we should consider as hereditary or family
susceptibilities to certain diseases. The de-
grees of susceptibility are, in one point at
least, so strongly marked, as to render it
necessary that they should be distinguished
by appropriate terms.

If the family or hereditary suseeptibility |

is such, that the disease, though not ex-
isting at birth, is afterwards induced without
any external causes, or by causes which can
not be distinguished from the functions of
the economy, such a state may be called,
A pisposiTioN to the disease.

But if the susceptibility, though greater
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than is remarked in other families, is so far
less than a disposition as always to require
the operation of some external cause to in-
duce the disease 5 this minor susceptibility
may be called, A prEDISPOsITION to the
disease,

Having thus marked the distinction be-
tween hereditary and family peculiarities,
and the division of each into the connate,
the disposition and the predisposition, in pro-
portion as the susceptibility may be greater
or less; I shall offer some general remarks on
the different ages at which family and here-
ditary diseases as they are called, for the
most part show themselves.

‘Connate or congenital diseases are more
commonly family, than hereditary : some
of them being mortal, cannot indeed be
transmitted, of which connate hydrocepha-
lus or watery head is one among other in-
stances: other connate peculiarities are more
properly organic privations or imperfections,
as connate deafnesé, or connate cataract,

Dispostrrons are found in some families
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to diseases which are connate in others;
hydrocephalus, which we have remarked as
connate in some families, in others occurs
to several brothers and sisters in succession,
as they arrive at a certain age. - The dispo-
sition to blindness and deafness is often here=

ditary, though the connate privation of those
senses is, I believe, always confined to a 1
single generation. When the disposition is
hereditary, the children are born with per-
fect organs; but usually about the age of
puberty, a dullness of the sense is discovered,
which gradually increases for the remainder
of life, or till the entire loss of the faculty.
PrEDISPOSsITIONS also are found in some
families, and dispositions in others, to diseases
in the same organs, and called by the same
name, of which the pulmonary consump-
tion may serve as an illustration. In some
families, wé see a number of brothers and

sisters falling into consumption in succession

as they arrive at a certain age. This we
may strictly call a family disposition to the
disease, inasmuch as it is confined to a single
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necessary to induce the gouty action, there
could be no question, that it is only heredi-
tary in predisposition ; but in some, the sus-
ecptibility to gout is so strong as to require no
other stimuli for inducing the action, than
such as seem absolutely necessary for the sup-
port of ordinary health. In gout, therefore,
we must admit the two degrees of suscepti-
bility, disposition and predisposition, nor will
it be often difficult to fix their exact limits.

In madness, the difficulty may seem
greater, but this is only on account of the
frequent impossibility of ascertaining the
state of the mind previous to such a change,
and still more from the ill-judged secrecy
with which such events are often obscured.

It may be asked, Why this attempt at
discrimination, where the differences seem
almost to meet ¢ I shall therefore proceed,
as proposed,—To illustrate the arrangement
by well authenticated facts; and the necessity
of it, by inferences which naturally result
from them.
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But though congenital blindness and deaf-
aess are rarely, if ever hereditary, the dis-
position to these defects is often so ; and in
such cases it will be found, that the disease
usually shows itself at an early period of
life. The family of the Le Comptes 1s a
striking illustration of an hereditary disposi-
tion to blindness:* many might be adduced
of an hereditary disposition to Cataract, and
M. Bass's family of Peterborough is, as far
as the race has extended, one among many
other instances, of an hereditary disposition
to deafness. All the Le Comptes saw clearly
till about the age of 16 or 18 ; at that age,
some of them, without any apparent cause,
became dim-sighted, and grew gradually
more so, till they became dark : such has
been the case for three generations, with a
certain number in each race; meanwhile,
such as have escaped that critical age, bave
retained their sight through life In the
Bass family, the same progress has followed

* See Baltimore Med. and Phys. Reg. 1800,
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The above illustrations are sufficient to
shew, that when the susceptibility to an here-
ditary or family disease is so great as to
amount to a disposition, that is, so great,
that the disease is induced without any exter-
nal causes, we can have little hopes of pre-
venting it ; and that if the disease has arisen
during the changes about the age of pu-
berty, we are to expect a cure, more from
a proper direction of the efforts of nature
during that period, than from remedies which
may be useful in the same disease, when ex-
cited by external causes, or induced at a
more advanced age. 1t is, therefore, of the
utmost importance to recollect, that such
constitutional dispositions are more com-
monly confined to brothers and sisters, than
hereditary ; and that, whether family or
hereditary, they always show themselves at
an early period of life. Hence, those of
the children who have passed that age with-
out any of the symptoms, may be consi-
dered as free from the constitutional disposi-
tion. It will also appear by what follows,
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last to see the danger, and when it is sus~
pected, the excess of life, if I may so call
it, or the precocity of growth and intellect
is such, as to precipitate a most interesting
figure and character into a vortex, from
which no caution can prove any security.
But when the susceptibility is so slight as to
amount only to a predisposition, we have
rarely any means of discovering it till the
disease itself approaches; nor is there any
age at which we may call the patient secure.
As, however, some external cause is always
necessary to induce the discase, we may
hope to prevent it by avoiding such causes,
or to cure it by removing them. Hence,
the importance of distinguishing the first
described consumption from the scrofulous ;.
the one a farlnily disposition, requiring no
external cause to excite the disease, which
exists in all climates, and is fatal in all ; the
other an hereditary predisposition, never ex-
cited into action but in certain climates, and
the disease often cured by an early removal
from them.
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but for the truth of it, I appeal to common
experience, nor will it be difficult to account
for the cause on the principles laid down.

Where the hereditary susceptibility a-
mounts only to a predisposition, some exter-
nal cause is necessary to induce the disease.
These external causes are well known. The
predisposition may, therefore, exist from
generation to generation, without any ap-
pearance of the disease among those whose
habits are frugal, from necessity or choice.
But if one of them should acquire the
means, and yield to habits of indulgence,
we shall see him the first of the family to
bring this predisposition into action. Thus
it is, that we so frequently find gout in
members of a wealthy corporation, whose
ancestry never felt the disease, only because
they were never exposed to the exciting
cause. From this it follows, that where the
predisposition exists, it is of no consequence
to the future progeny, whether the disease

has been excited or not, For it will be
D
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madness about the age of puberty, we cannot
but admit a diposition to the disease ; for
though some mental irritation is usually as-
signed, yet the cause is often so trivial, that
we cannot doubt whether the supposed ef-
fect has preceded it. Sometimes we find
the disease cease, as the changes of the con-
stitution during that period are compleated.
If that should not be the case, little can be
expected from art, But when the suscepti-
bility amounts only to a predisposition, re-
quiring the operation of some external cause
to produce the disease, there is every reason
to hope, that the action of the disease may
be for the most part much lessened, if not
prevented altogether : for this purpnse; the
hereditary peculiarity should always be kept
in view in the direction of the early studies,
in the subsequent employment, and in the
discipline, during that early period of life,
which admits and requires every judicious
retsraint.

These remarks may be for the most part
applied to a state of susceptibility hitherto
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jects before mentioned, so that each lived
with a continuance of the complaint to a
fair old age. Those who escaped to the age
of fifty, remained free for the remainder of
their lives, and none were attacked earlier,
Whether the disease was hereditary, or con-
fined to that gencration, cannot be ascer-
tained. The mother was said to be asthma-
tic, and died suddenly ; but it was before
Dr. Heberden had given a name to that
species of asthma. All her grand-children,
many of whom have survived the critical
age, have remained without any symptoms
of the disease, and all have with much pru-
dence looked forward to every means of pre-
vention, as the period has approached. It
1s worth remﬂrkilng too, that the females of
the former generation escaped ; whether by
a greater attention to the changes of that
age, it is not in my power {o determine.
On the whole, may we not draw the
following conclusions from this part of our
Inquiry, namely, That when the disease is

connate, we can have no means of forming
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are in other cases confined to a single race,
as we have seen in most of the instances ad-
duced ; and whether, as in the rest, those
of the family who escape the critical age,
are free from the disposition.

Such appears to be the present state of
our knowledge respecting the diseases them-
selves., Let us now consider what provision
has been made by Nature to correct such
hereditary peculiarities, and how far they
may be imitated or improved by Art,

We must at once see, that if no provi-
sion had been made in the construction of
animals to prevent it, hereditary diseases
would by degrees have become universal ;
whereas there is every reason to believe, that
they lessen in the human race, as Society
improves : and we shall see that so import-
ant an end is not left to the uncertainty of
human institutions. Throughout all the a-
nimated productions with which we are ac-
quainted, there is found a disposition in e-
very variety to return to the original form ;
and in those animals which are reared for
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our use, much industry is required to pre=
vent it. In a state of nature the race of all
gregarious animals is probably progressively
improving, as far as is consistent ‘with their
capacity for improvement. The strongest
male becomes the wvir gregis, and conse-
quently, the father of most of the offspring.
In the ruder state of human society, or ra-
ther in its-earliest formation, something of
the same kind may prevail ; but in a more
~advanced stage, sufficient provision is made
by the preference which health and intel-
lect will for the most part produce in either
sexX. |
Another provision arises out of climate;
which we have seen is, in some cases, the
only means of exciting a diseased suscep-
tibility into action. Those constitutions,
which are peculiarly susceptible of such dis-
eases as are excited by climate, fall an
éariy sacrifice ; hence, the propagation from
such sources gradually lessens, and the dis-
ease would cease altogether, were it not
that parents, free from such susceptibility,




35

vecasionally produce an offspring in whom
the susceptibility originates.

Thus we see the natives of warm cli-
mates, when removed to colder, are pecu-
liarly liable to scrofula; and it cannot be
necessary to add, how much the natives of
colder climates suffer under the Tropics,
from causes which produce little or no effect
on the offspring of the old inhabitants. By
these means a race is gradually reared with
constitutions best calculated for the climate:
a law which, I suspect, has been too much
overlooked, in our inquiries after the causes
of the more marked varieties in the human
species.,

The provisions of Nature, however, for
restoring the original form, in animals rear-
ed for our use, may be very much inter-
rupted by accidental circumstances, and al-
most superseded by the industry of man.
Sir John Sebright informs us, that if a flock
of sheep, in which there is any defect, are
permitted to breed in and in, the defect will

E
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gradually increase among them ; and Colo-
nel Humphries, by selecting for breeding a
marked variety, has succeeded in procuring
a flock, all of them with deformed bones. If
the same eauses operate in man, may we not
impute to them, many endemic peculiari-
ties found in certain sequestered districts,
which have hitherto been imputed to the
water, and other localities! And may we
 not trace a provision against such a deterio-
ration of the race, in that revealed law, by
which any sexual intercourse between near
relations is forbidden, on pain of death? This
prohibition, as far as we can: judge, proves
sufficient to prevenﬁ the too great influence
of sueh an hereditary cause;. since the num-
ber of maniacs does not increase in proportion:
to our increased population, and the great
exciting causes of madness, namely, en-
creased wealth, and other sources of ambi~
tion.. Nor is this the only provision we can
trace. The worst stages of madness are
attended with a total indifference to the sex,
not to mention the very general inclination.
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to suicide, which the utmost vigilance can-
not always prevent. Seeing then how little
is left in so important a concern to the
operation of human institutions, have we
not reason to be satisfied with the provisions
of Nature, and with the Divine commands?
Yet, in the most serious of all hereditary
peculiarities, the great susceptibility to mad-
ness, celibacy has been recommended as a
duty. Before we venture to propose mea-
sures contrary to one of the strongest im-
pulses of Nature, and to -the first blessing
which the Almighty Fiat bestowed on man,
it becomes us seriously to weigh the conse-
quences.

Were this opinion universal, it Iwoultl
probably produce its effects only on the
most amiable and best disposed, whilst the
profligate and unprincipled would indulge
themselves, regardless of posterity: It is
scarcely necessary to hint at the result. To
interdict marriges with the healthy indivi-
duals of such families, might do much to-
wards extinguishing that enthusiasm, which,
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dual extinction of the race ; and should the
district be repeopled, the same succession
of causes and effects must gradually extin-
guish the descendants of the new Colonists;
yet, such a disease does exist in the finest
and most extensive part of the habitable
globe, Human institutions have indeed
made some feeble attempt at restraining it,
but human endeavours must have proved
ineffectual. Happily, the same power which
permitted such a cause, has {ixed limits to
its effects.

The Elephantiasis of ARETZEUS is pecus
liar to warm climates; the disposition to the
disease is hereditary, and the disease itself
has, hitherto, proved incurable. 1 have
never been able to learn, that it has attack-
ed emigrants from a colder climate, nor
their immediate descendants. A residence
thercfore of some generations, is probably
necessary to induce the disposition.  When
the diseased disposition is derived from inhe-
ritance, the action always commences before
the age of puberty ; and the subject never
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institutions, arrested as soon as it occurs, by
those very actions which form a part of the
deviation from the usual progress of Nature.
If what has been stated in this and the
other parts of the paper should be confirmed
by future observations, the result of the In-
quiry will be, |
That connate diseases or privations are not
hereditary.

That dispositions to certain diseases are
more commonly family than hereditary ;
that the diseases arising from them usually
show themselves at certain ages ; if early in
life, that we have little chance of prevent-
ing or curing them ; but that such of the
children as escape that age, are as safe as the
descendants from other families.

That hereditary predispositions to the most
prevalent diseases are brought into action,
either by climate, which destroys at an early
age those who would be the means of trans-
mitting such predispositions to posterity, or
by such external causes as may often be
prevented.
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NOTIES. :

Nore 1, Page 6.— ¢ Cautions on Cautions are
multiplied, &c.”

When men gravely tell us, that we cannot be too
cautious, or that it is better to take too much than
too little care, we can only remind them of the male
sedula nutriz of Ovid, and the operosus nihil agendo
of another Latin Poet. A caution ill-directed is a
greater evil than no caution at all, inasmuch as it su-
persedes inquiry, by interrupting the common order
of facts, and lulls us into an ideal security, when we
have not advanced a step towards so desirable an end.
When the English shut themselves up during a pesti-
lential season in the Mediterranean ports, they con-
clude that they have secured themselves, because when
the season is passed, they meet their friends alive,
Would it not be worth inquiring, by what means
the higher class of natives have escaped for years,
without any such cautions ? And also, by what means
some have fallen a sacrifice, who have fancied them-
selves safe, in consequence of their eauntion? On
the subjeet of quarantine, on which so much time has
been spent, and by the sirict observance of which,
every honest trader is so much injured, whilst every
unprincipled smuggler is making his harvest, would it
not be reasonable to ask, Why the Dutch escape, who
use no quarantines ? and how Malta should be afflict-
ed, where the most rigid quarantine has been observ-
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“ dulgentes aut addictos, ne tam feeda monstra in
¢ patriz dedecus superessent flumine mergentes, prius
“ quantum libuit et cibi et potus vorare ac ingurgitare
« ejs preebentes, miti supplicio exterminarunt.”

How severe soever these laws may seewmn, they may
be easily justifiecd by saying, that one cannot be too
cautious; and perhaps, future ages may be of opinion,
that they are not more cruel than the destruction of a
year’s harvest of the staple commodity of an island,
the crowding pestilential subjects into a Lazaretto,
and confining those who are in health by a cordon
within the sphere of a pestilential atmosphere. It
may be thought unreasonable to compare the institu.
tions of the present day with the laws of a less en-
lightened period, but we shall see, that these cautions
for the preservation of a sound progeny, were mixed
with others, founded on sentiments which would do
honor to any nation or age.

“ In bellis autem gerendis aut privatis item inimi-
“ citiis, nfhil dolo, nihilque fraude agebant. Aperto
“ Marte decernere ac vincere generosum ducentes
“ Turpe vero arbitrabantur inimicitias blandiloguio
“ occultantes, per dolum postea nec opinantibus insul=
“ tare, censentes id esse imbecillium, nee suis viribus
¢ confidentium. Simplicitatem omnes synceritatem-
“que ex =:quo semper colebant.”* -

Notg 2, Page 7. — “ Neither time, industry,
expence, nor obloquy.”
To improve what Mr. Hunter has done must ap-
pear a bold undertaking. It may therefore be pro-

* Id. loco citato,
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Various difficulties occurred in prosecuting the
other inquiries. Conscious, therefore, how imper-
fect the work still remained, I concluded by in-
viting the communications of all my brethren, and
particularly of those whose residence allowed them
a full opportunity of investigating certain local dis-
eases. My own industry, however, did not relax.
Nothing that could be personally examined was
afterward omitted, The leprosy of Madeira was
supposed so highly contagious, that the physician
who had the charge of the unhappy objects, had
never ventured into the Lazaretto destined for their
reception. In this place, I spent a considerable part
of several days. Finding the insect, which was, by
some, supposed to be the cause of the Itch, very
common in the island, I determined to put the con-
troversy on this subject at rest, by inserting two of
the acart into my own hand. Not perfectly satisfied
with any history of the African Yaws that could be
met with, nor with the correspondence I had insti=
tated with some West Indian practitioners, it was
my resolution to repair to ‘those islands, had not 2
case occurred to me in Madeira.

My researches into books were not confined to
medical writers. Every publication that came in my _
way, particularly those accounts of voyages which
mention the diseases of the countries, were carefully
examined in those passages. By comparing them,
I was convinced, that a disease said to have Leen car-
ried from Europe to Otaleite, and to have depopu~
lated those Islands, had never been kuown in any of
them ; and the subsequeut report of Mr. Wiison,

Lt
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gradually produce conviction. Such was not the case
with the plague. As soon, therefore, as that disease
was known to visit Malta, T expressed a wish to Sir
Joseru BaNks, to be entrusted by Government with
such a commission as would have enabled me to put
my opinions to the proof, without danger to any one
but myself, and such others as might chuse to volun-
teer with me. In this undertaking, we should have
exposed ourselves to the efluvia and contact of all the
subjects submitted to our charge, not 1n the manner
Mr. White had doune, the whole history of whose
proceedings served to confirm the doctrine contained
in the * lnquiry.”

1t is unnecessary to say more than, that in all the
delays of office, and the reference to different boards,
we had the learned President with us. The corres-
pondence which passed on the occasion is preserved,
and may be resurggd, if ever the question meets with
that fair investigation, to which, by its importance,
it is justly entitled.

‘What has been said will be considered as a vindi-
cation against any charge of remissness in duty, not
as a claim to any superior merit. No man scruples
to plead his industry, especially if those whom he
addresses, bave no other means of knowing its extent,
Industry, with some perspicuity of description, is all
that can be inferred from the above account. It is
hoped also, that the introduction of the word “ oblo-
quy” will not lead to the suspicion of petulance. Few
men have better reason to be satisfied than the author
To be destined to an occupation which is followed
with delight, and without being prevented from pur-
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“ state of Vaccination in the United Kingdoms, to
“ report their observations and opinions upon that
¢ practice, upon the evidence adduced in its support,
“ and upon the causes which have hitherto retarded
“ its general adoption,
“ The College are now engaged in the investiga-
“ tion of these several propositions, and request you
“ to' communicate to them the result of your experi-
“ ence and inquiries on the suhject, that they may be
# thereby assisted in making their report as perfect as
 possible,
“Iam, Sir,
“ Your most obedient servant,
“ JAMES HERVEY,

Registrar.
“ By order of the Royal College of}

¢ Physicians, Oct. 23, 1806."

& .
“ Copy of a Letter from Dr. Joseph Adams to Dr.
“ Hervey, of the College of Physicians.

“ November 17, 1806.
TSR,
~ “T have been honoured with your circular,
““ expressing the wish of the Royal College of Physi=
“ cians to comply with his Majesty's gracious com-
“ mand, relative to Cow-pox.
“ The College are pleased to expect a communica-
“ tion on the three following points :
“ 1st, My own experience in Vaccination.
“2dly, The result of my inquiries,
“ 3dly, My opinion of the causes which have hi-
“ therto prevented its general adoption,
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“ candid, and induce the prudent to avoid an experi~
“ ment, the result of which was not sufficiently un-
“ derstood.

“ A practice at one time represented as so simple,
“ that the clergy and females were invited to under-
“ take it, became at once so mysterious, that only a
“ chosen few were said to wunderstand Vaccination g
“ every untoward event was imputed to ignorance be-
“ {ween the true and the spurious pustule, to taking
“ matter at a too late period, and to other causes still
“ less satisfactory. :

“ Had these uncertainties really existed, they
“ would have been sufficient objections against a
¢ practice, the object of which is to secure the sub-
* ject from a formidable disease, and from which he
“ might be secured by another, certainly less desirable
“ but well ascertained operation. Bat the truth is,
“ that Vaccination is as simple as it was at first an=
“ nounced; that the true character of its vesicle is
““ more certain than the local effect of any other mor-
“ bid poison ; that itis impossible to confound it with
“a pustule of any kind; and that every difficulty
“ might have been avoided, by requiring a correct
“ register of the progress from the period of insertion
“ to cicatrization, or for the most part of perfect
“ scabbing. .

: “ T am, Sir,
““ Your obedient,
“ Humble Servant,

' ; “ JOSEPH ADAMS.
“ To Dr. James Hervey,

L T
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“ doubt that the susceptibility' may be so strong in
“ some particular constitutions, as to admit of the dis-
“ pase a second time, after a certain period.”

After this, follow cases published by the College
of Physicians, of Small-pox by Inoculation, twice in
the same person ; and one from the Memoirs of the
Medical Society, of the casual Small-pox twice se-
verely in the same person, and in the second instance
fatal.

Of the work from which the above is extracted,
near ten thousand copies have been circulated among
that class, who at one time seemed averse to Vacci-
nation. This may be an apology for the stile in which
it is written.

Note 3, Page 7.— ¢ Whlst Sir Joseph Banks, &c.”

The little concerning hereditary diseases, which
was contained in my paper on Elephantiasis, was de-
rived from Mr. Huhter’s Lectures, and may be found
in his Evidence on the Trial of Donellan, for the
murder of Sir Theodosius Boughton. Not aware that
the former had never been printed, and that the
more interesting events of the latter would easily e-
clipse a pathological remark, which, from its novelty,
the learned judge acknowledged he did not clearly
understand, I could not help feeling surprised at the
manner in which the attention of the learned Pre-
sident seemed arrested, whilst perusing this part of
the paper. The subject afterwards came frequently
before us; and for most of the illustrations derived
from the inferior animals, I am indebted to his con-
versations, and his reference 1o his own library.

H
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I have found in Stahl’'s Theoria Medica Vera, pn!;ra
lished at Halle in 1737, page 377. In the Collection
of Dissertations, published by Stahl in 1707, there
are several passages which refer to hereditary diseases,

~and an Inaugural Dissertation, De Hereditaria Dis-
positione ad varios Affectus,” by Burchart. The title
of this seemed to promise some information, but no
systematic arrangement of the subject is to be collect-
ed from any part of the volume. If Stahl himself
has written any regular Treatise on hereditary diseases,
I have not been able to meet with it.

Nore 6, Page 9.— “ Oeerlooked by every succeeding
writer, who has incidentally touched on the subject.”

M. Portal, like his predecessors, refers us to Hip-
pocrates, Galen, Pliny, Ternelius, Ingrassias, Bail-
lon, Lazarus Riverius, Mead, Boerhaave, Morgagni,
Stahl, Lientaud, Haller, Zeller, Van Swieten, Sen-
nertus, Etmuller, Hoffman, and other great physi-
cians, All the above, whom [ have had opportu-
nity to examine, only introduce the question as con=
nected with diflferent diseases, and most of them re-
fer to the same authorities. Merecatus, who alone
wrote a distinet Treatise on the subject, is overlooked
by all. In a note, M, Portal mentions a work of
great merit, by M. Forestier, De morbis aut noxis pue-
rorum in vitiatis depravatisque parentibus. 1 regret
‘much not being able to meet with this, and that M.
Portal never quotes a passage from it. It is surpris-
ing, that Mercatus is never quoted by the'industrious
Haller, in his article ¢ Similitudo Parentam.” M,
Portal's communication is very valuable, on account
of the pumber of facts and references which it con-
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gests the probability, that all, or most hereditary dis-
eases, may be ascribed to that source.

In the instances of epilepsy, mania, and apoplexy,
it is admitted, that one and the same cause cannot,
with propriety, be suspected of producing effects so
various. We are, liowever, soon led again to scro-
fula, which is kept in view as a cause throughout the
remaining part of the paper.

At length, the anthor conceives it right to ask,
What is the nature of the scrofulous taint which oe-
easions so many and various hereditary or family dis-
eases ? After a variety of surmises, he concludes, by
deriving the whole from the fues venerea, and con.
ceives, by the application of proper remedies, that
the venereal taint may be destroyed, and the heredi-
tary or family disease with it.

I have given this abstract of M. Portal’s Trea-
tise, as the only one since Mercatus's, which has
come to my hand, It is contained in the last Vol.
of the French National [nstitute, and a Translation
of itinthe 21st Vol, of the Medical and Physical Jour-
nal. Several parts of it will come under considera-
tion in the subsequent notes; I shall, therefore, say
but little jn this place.

The first chain of causes assigned, are diseases
contracted by the parents before marriage ; children
produced by parents at an advanced period of life;
and events which occur to women during pregnaney.

The first and second of these will be considered
in their place.. On the last, 1 shall here offer a few
words, '

At one time, the apprehension from such a cause
was carried to an absurd length ; and perhaps, it may
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That a child may be born with the small-pox, was first
shown by Mr. Hunter, in a paper published in the
Philosophical Transactions. The belief, that the ves
nereal disease may be transmitted to posterity, was at
one time almost universal, and is still maintained by
some writers, in most formidable language. Who-
ever considers the intimate connection between the
mother and child, must at once admit the probability
that a disease may be conveyed from one to the other.
But, in these instances, we ought rather to speak of
communication by contagion, than transmission by
inheritance ; and in all such cases, the various mor-
bid poisons will be governed, in the time of their ap-
pearance, by their customary laws. Such we find the
case with every history of connate small-pox. The
appearance on the child has been at, or very nearly,
the same period, after receiving the infection, as we
might have calculated in the ordinary way.

I am aware, that in syphilis, no limits are admit-
ed by some to the period at which that disease may
appear on the offspring of a person once infected. It
has even been asserted, that the father having been
cured any number of years before mayriage, is no se-
curity. These opinions are gradually dying away,
since Mr. Huater taught us the true pathology of this
disease. It is, however, still maintained, by those
who have not made themselves masters of Mr. Hun-
ter's doctrine, and consequently, very generally on the
continent, where it cannot be expected that he
should be so well understood. Having, in another
place, very fully discussed this subject, I shall only
remark here, that in a populous and wealthy island,
in which I was for many years consulting ph}‘sicia'n,
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Note 8, Page 17— It may be asked, Why this
attempt at discrimination, where the differences
seem almost to meet.”

The want of accurate distinctions is the great im-
pediment to the progress of knowledge; and in dis-
ease, is not only the source of erroneous practice, but
of unfounded terror or dangerous security. By con-
founding hereditary with family diseases, we excite
an unnecessary apprehension in the rising generation ;
1 shall quote the following passage from M. Portal, to
show the manner in which he has confused this part
of the subject. “ To these hereditary diseases, may
we not add cancer and cataract, with deafness and
dumbness from the birth? Morgagni saw three sis-
ters who were dumb from their infancy. Other au-
thors have mentioned similar instances; and many
such have come under our own observation.” 1In the
notes to this passage, we are referred to Morgagni,
Woolhouse, and other authorities mentioned also by
Haller. In turning to all these, it will be found, that
the disease was not derived from the parents, nor is
there any authority that it was transmitted to the ofi
spring. Woolhouse expressly says, that the parents were
free from the complaint; Morgagni makes the same
remark. Haller seems aware, that these diseases were
not necessarily hereditary, but he confuses the sub-
Ject greatly, by confounding connate diseases or pri-
vations with peculiarities of form or structure, and
even with hereditary dispositions and artificial mutila-
tions. Hence, after remarking, with much propriety,
“ Caeci certe fere bene videntes pueros generant,” he
adds, “ Cum matre sana leprosus sanos generat,”

1
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ing. One instance has occurred, in which both pa-
rents were born deaf, yet their children hear.®

The uniformity of these events will, 1 trust, be
sufficient to reduce the whole into a law ; but I can-
not help remarking, that we should be extremely
cautious, in drawing too close analogies between man
and the less complicated animals. I have been told,
from an authority which, though not strictly philoso-
phical, I cannot question, that there is a race of white
cats, called the Persian breed, in which deafness is
Bereditarjr, though not universally so. How far it
may depend on their transplantation to this climate, is
a question which will occur hereafter.

Norte 9, Page 18.—“ Connate or congenital dis-
eases are rarely heveditary, which is the more remarkable,
because peculiarities of form in less tmportant parts are
often hereditury.”

M. Portal, among many other instances of the
transmission of family features, mentions the follow-
ing, which has since been confirmed by Dr. Pritchard
in his valuable -« Researches into the Physical His-
tory of Man.” ¢ Dr. Gregory, one of our old pupils,
now the distinguished Professor of the Theory and
Practice of Medicine at Edinburgh, related to his
numerous students, in order to convince them of the
resemblance between children and parents, both with
respect to external and internal structure, that hay-
ing been once called to a distant part of Scotland, to
visit a rich nobleman, he discovered in the configu-

* Correspondence with Dr, Wilson and Mr, Sandwich., See also
the printed List of Candidates for admission into the Asylum for

Deaf and Dumb,
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tions, which always cease with those in whom they
first appear.

Note 10, Page al.—* When the hereditary or
Sfamily susceptibility is such, that the disease is induced
without any external cause, we can have little hopes of
preventing it ; and if the disease has arisen during the
changes about the age of puberty, we are to expect a
cure more from a proper direction of the effects of Na-
ture during that period, than from remedies which may
be useful in the same disease, when excited by external
causes, or induced at a more advanced age.”

We are too apt to confound, inour prognostie, dis-
eases which occur before puberty, with those which
are excited by the changes induced in the constitu-
tion about that age. The late Dr. Heberden, in the
invaluable legacy he has left us, very justly remarks,
“ It has been an old observation among physicians,
that epilepsies beginning in childhood, often termi-
nate about the age of puberty, which has by no
means been verified by any experience which has
fallen in my way.” Nothing can be more just than
this remark. The error seems to me to have arisen
from confounding epilepsies which commenced in in-
fancy, with those which commence about the age of
puberty. The former remain unabated, and frequent-
ly increase by the changes which take place in the
constitution ; the latter, on the contrary, usually cease
as the change is completed. The same observations
are applicable to many other diseases, indeed, to
most of those anomalous complaints which eccur at
that critical age; and which, though they sometimes
appear very formidable, for the most part, cease
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Norte 12, Page 25.— Where the predisposition exists,
it is of no consequence to the future progeny, whether
the disease has been excited or not.”

If the reader is willing to admit so fair an infer-
ence from facts which are daily passing before him,
and from what I have stated relative to gout, he will
see the impropriety of that passage in Fernelius, so
often quoted by subsequent writers, ** Senes et vali-
tudinarii imbecilles filios vitiosa constitutione gignunt,”
What a gloomy prospect of life would such an opi-
nion afford us ! what moral restraints would it not im«
pose ! how much beyond what can be expected in the
human constitution, and how unnecessary ! Because
weak children are sometimes the offspring of aged
parents, we are apt hastily to forget how often the
same event occurs to parents in the vigour of life.
The instances are innumerable, in which the younger
branch of a family has revived its splendor, which
had been decaying for a succession of ages. The late
Mpr. Pitt was the youngest son, born when his illus-
trious father was 51 years of age. I think I have
heard, that the great and venerable Pratt was the son
of a much more aged parent. '

Note 13, Page 26.—“ Mudness as well as gout,
s never hereditary but in susceptibility; and those who
have paid the greatest attention to the subject, must ad-
mit the two degrees of susceptibility.”

Cases of very early insanity are recorded, but they
appear to me, rather to come under the description of
mental imbecility. This leads to one of the most dif-
ficult questions in physics ; and the more s0, as it is
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exposed to the organs of the senses, produce no im-
pression whatever; or if any, those impressions are
immediately associated with the subject in which the
mind is engaged. In either of these conditions, a
strong stimulus applied to the senses, brings the per=
son to the clear perception of all the objects around
him ; the dream is fonnd to have been a fallacy, and
the train of thoughts during the reverie being now
disturbed, external objects produce their full impres-
sion.

In madness, the organs of the senses still retain
their capacity for impression, but no stimulus, how-
ever powerful, is sufficient to lessen the illusion un-
der which the mind labours. .

After all, it may be difficult to distinguish such a
state of mind from misguided enthusiasm ; if then,
we require a definition which will include every shade,
there seems no objection to the proposition offered
above, That madness is a reverie from which a per-
son cannot be recovered.

Note 14, Page 27.— For this purpose, the here-
ditary peculiarity should always be kept in view, in the

direction of the early studies, in the subsequent employ-
ment, &c.”

This attention should not be confined to those in
whom an hereditary susceptibility is suspected. For,
as it has been frequently hinted, wherever disease ex-
ists, there must have been susceptibility to that dis-
ease, whether it existed in the parents or not: the
same regard, therefore, is necessary in the manage-
ment of all young subjects, in whom we see strono

K
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more frequently the parent of bad passions than of
amiable affections.

But it is the nearer approaches to perfect man-
hood that we have most to apprehend. The charac-
ter, as well as the constitution, is then assuming a
more permanent form, and must be watched, in both
sexes, with a degree of delicacy which cannot be de-
fined, as it depends so much on the variety of cha-
racter and the influence of early impressions.

Note 15, Page 28.—* The more advanced climacterics
in both sexes.”

Diseases excited during the changes about the age
of puberty are, for the most part, temporary. I have
known even hereditary madness arise from this cause,
“and cease as the change was completed, without re-
turning for a long series of years ; probably, the whole
of life. Bul in the succeeding climacteric, the com-
pletion of manhood, the access of disease is usually
attended with more permanent consequences. Mad-
ness, the most incurable, and with the fewest lucid
intervals, sometimes originates at that age. Mr, Has-
lam has some very ingenious remarks on this subject.*

I have not sufficient experience, to say whether
madness occurring at this age, if attended to as soon
as suspected, could be cured. But, by the success I
have met with in the early stages of epilepsy, under
similar circumstances, I cannot help again urging the
importance of watching the slightest alteration of
character at that critical age.

# Treatise on Madness, p. 64 and 208,
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« author to colleet such particulars as come within the
“ province of a physician, concerning diseases usuvally
“ considered contagious. These Inguintes have
¢ been prosecuted among documents, which, however
“ uncertain, are all that the utmost induostry could
« procure. They are sufficient to show, that without
“ more authentic records and a general co-operation,
“ every future, like every preceding alarm, must be-
# come a subject of terror and controversy instead of
 well-directed caution.

¢« A weekly bill of mortality for London is enclosed
“ as a specimen, It differs from the others only in
# the numbers annexed to each article. They all a=
¢ gree, among other absurdities, in distinguishing
“ gcarlet fever from scarlatina : and though the mor-
“ tality from that disease has been for some years past
“ so frequent and so notorious, no number is ever af-
“ fixed to either article. Such are the records fur-
“ nished by the largest and wealthiest city in Eu rope !

“ The ¢ Inquiry’ is submitted to the consideration
“ of those who have the means of acquiring political
“ knowledge on these subjects. [If, on perusal, more
“ medical information should be expected, the author
“ will endeavour to improve every hint with which le
“ is honoured. At the same time, it cannot be neces-
¥ sary to express his wish, that Gentlemen of suffi-
¥ cient leisure, and some influence, would turn their
“ attention to securing such registers as may form the
“ basis of future, more extended, and more accurate
“ Investigations.” ;

These were presented to many disting;:isheﬂ pub-
lic characters, some of them in office aud others at
leisure ; many were waited on personally, but the ree



5 | Tal w [
i
Tat - &
BT 1 i B




79

ous hectie, which will continue, with few intermis-
sions, for more than a: twelvemonth, during which
the friends of the patient will feel serious apprehen-
sions for the event. On a sudden, symptoms of re-
covery appear, and advance with such rapidity, that
the person is congratulated by his friends on having
taken a new lease of his life, an expression which,
though figurative, is almost admissible, on account of
the increased health and vigour which often-attend
the completion of this change in the constitution.

Notk 17, Page 33.— By these means a race is
gradually reared with constitutions best calculated for the
climate: a law which, I suspect, has been too much over-
looked, in our inquiries after the causes of the more
wmarked varieties in the human species.”

The last vol. of the Philosophical Transactions
contains a very full and ingenious dissertation on this
subject, by Dr. Wright. It cannot be necessary, if
the reader is satisfied with the attention that has been
paid to the work before him, to hint, that though
Dr. Wright's paper appeared earlier than the present
publication ; yet, that this part of the question had
not been overlooked by the author. It is well known,
that the influence of the sun is not sufficient to pro-
duce a permanent change in the complexion of the
human integuments ; yet, it must be admitted, that
that the shining black skin is best calculated to repel
radiant heat, and the woolly hair to protect the con-
tents of the skull from a vertical sun. There is net,
however, a sufficient uniformity in these peculiarities,
according to heat or equatorial situation 5 but in all the
inhabitants of warm climates, we find a Gﬂ.pllicit}' o
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We are not to suppose, that the inhabitants of the
South are entirely free from those fevers so destructive
to emigrants from the North. The negroes in the
West Indies, the natives of Africa and of the East
Indies, feel the effects of periodical miasmata, as
some inhabitants of colder regions suffer by scro-
fula ; but neither of them in any degree proportionate
to what is felt by emigrants from one climate to an-
other. Having mentioned the word Scrofula, after
professing to avoid all technical expressions, 1 might
perhaps excuse myself, by saying, that the word is
sufficiently vernacularized ; but unless it were as well
understood, this would scarcely be a sufficient apology.
The learned may require an etymology ; this would be
extremely difficult, in a word, the orthography of
which is not well ascertained, some spelling it with
the f, and others with the ph. The former derive
the term from Scrofa, the Latin word for a sow that
has frequently littered. Even here there is a doubt,
concerning the application of the etymology, some
ascribing it to the frequency with which pigs are af-

fected, and others to the multiplication of certain tu-
mors, similar to a large litter of pigs. Most authors
say, that it is a disease of the glands of a particular
species ; yet, parts are often said to be affected by its
in which none of these glands are discovered, as the
bones, the lungs and membranes of the eyes and nose.
It is said to be hereditary, but is only so in predispo-
sition, always requiring some exciting cause. These
causes are all of them such as produce a disposition to
local disease, and lessen the restorative powers of the
constitution or of the diseased part, The most gene-
L
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as the means of relief are less in their power. It
is universally admitted in Great Britain, thatihe.in-
habitants are more free from these complaints, -as they
are become vricher, But the uncertainty of .our.cli-
mate will always expose those who have a strong sus-
ceptibility, because we never can be-sufticiently pre-
pared for changes of temperature, like the inhabi-
tants of more settled, though colder regions.

Serofula is very well deseribed by the common ex-
pression of bad flesh to heal, so that any one may be-
come scrofulous by a low state of health, induced
from any cause ; butsomne constitutions, in every state
of health, shew a less aptitude for healing wounds
than others, If, in these subjects, inflammation is
excited ‘in any part, there will be always danger of |
consequent abscesz, and the healing process will be
slow. In voung subjects, the glands are the most lia-

ble to inflammation ; probably, on account of their

increased action at the period of growth, in order to
model the form to its various changes. Hence, the
rlands of the neck, by their exposure to cold, are the
most liable to become serofulous, Though the conse-
quent scars, from their unsightliness, are usually con-
sidered as the strongest proofs of a scrofulous consti-
tution 5 yet, as the canses which induced the inflam-
mation of those glands have ceased, there is no rea-
son to apprehend any subsequent -S}!mptﬂmﬂ, without
the access of some external cause:. White swellings,
and a variety of other complaints, are very properly
enumerated as serofulous, yet they more frequently
appear io those who have escaped the early symptoms.
The tervor of serofula is much increased by its
sometimes affecting the lungs ; but the most frequent
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the breed of dogs, such would appear to be the case
in that race. I have even heard it asserted, that the
females, when in heat, show a preference in the choice
of their mates; but many and accurate experiments
are necessary to ascertain these questions.

- A very attentive practical shepherd, with whom I
had frequent opportunities of conversing, informed e,
that though he selected the best rams, yet he could not
always depend on the issue. Some, after a succession
of good lambs for two or three years, would, with-
out any apparent changes in themselves, become the
parents of an inferior offspring, insomuch that he
thought it necesssary to part with them immediately,
in order to prevent the deterioration of his flock. It
is right that this subject should be well nnderstood,
and [ sincerely hope we shall, by degrees, receive sa-
tisfactory information from philosophical and practi-
cal breeders. But after all, we must be extremely
cautious, how we apply to one race of animals, the
laws we have detected in another. We should also re-
colleet, that in a state of Nature, the law of the
strongest must prove a constant check against the de-
terioration of the race in the less complicated animals ;
and that, under the protection of man, they will be
artificially coupled, whilst the progress of refinement
in himself will necessarily tend, by a variety of means,
to the same end. :

Note 19, Page 34. — © Many endemic peculiarities
Sfound in certain sequestered districts, which have heen
imputed to the water and other localities.”

The prevalence of certain diseases in particular
districts, has always been an object of inquiry, . Hip-
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ticed, is a weak constitution derived from® parents,

which may contribute to give a predisposition to the
disease.” A general opinion prevails, that goitre is
principally confined to mountainous situations; yet
no one pretends to say, that every mountainous situa-
tion produces goitre.

Dr. Barton, Professor of Materia Medica, &c. in
Pennsylvania, enumerates the various causes assigned
for this disease. These are principally impregnation
of the waters with caleareous and other matters, ex-
posure to cold and drinking cold water, insects inha=
biting the water, unwholesome food, and a residence in
confined vallies. Dr. Barton easily shews the insuf-
ficiency of such causes, and concludes, with imput-
ing the disease to those exhalations of marsh miasma-
ta which induce the intermittent fever. But surely,
there is the same want of uniformity between cause
and effect in this as in all the other instances. Though
the Professor has no view to any hereditary proper-
ties, yet he mentions a family, consisting of father,
mother, and four or five children, all afflicted with
the goitre; and in his description of the places, in
which the disease is found, seems to speak of it in one
part, as confined to the Indian families, and in another,
in which it is wholly restricted to the Canadians;
meaning, I presume, tue Colonists. In that part of
Kent which borders on Sussex, and also in the ad-
Joining parts of the latter county, the swelled throat
is extremely common, and rarely confined to a single
person in the same family, Whether there could be
traced any alliance in these different families, it would
be very difficult to ascertain, as the disease is princi-
pally confined to the females, who change their names
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on the spot, as far as my reading has extefided, has
taken this view of the question; but most of them
visited those places under previous impressions, and
all of them speak of numbers in the same family af-
flicted with these diseases. I have attempted 'a cor-
respondence with an eminent surgeon in that part of
Italy, but the unsettled state of the continent has hi-
therto prevented me from receiving any informa-
tion,

NotEe 21, Page 88.— 4 disease which arrests the
progress to wirility of every youth, and emas-
culates every adult.” e

The reader will recollect the importance which, in
the Dissertation, is attached to the above fact. But
this is not all; in another place it was remarked,
that contrary to the testimony of two thousand years,
I bad ventured a prognosis concerning the Lazars,
which examination afterwards confirmed. It will not,
therefore, be thonght unreasonable, if I claim some
attention in resolving a doubt which may seem to im-
plicate either my own veracity, or the accuracy of
four gentlemen who visited the Lazaretto with me,

! the fidelity of two artists, who drew the full length -
' portraits of two naked Lazars, and the testimony of
two subsequent witnesses, A passage has been shown
me in Dr. Bateman’s Synopsis, which a friend assur-
ed me, on its first perusal, left an impression on his
mind unfavorable to my accuracy. His partiality in-
duced him to examine several times over before he
could feel himself at all reconciled, This is an indul-
gence that cannot be expected from the general read-
M
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M. Vidal, long ago, controverted that opinion, hav-
ing never observed an instance of its communication
from a leprous man to his wife, or vice versi,* altho’
cohabiting for a long series of years. Dr.T. Heber-
den daily observed many examples of the same fact in
Madeira, and affirms, that he never heard of any
one who contracted the distemper by contact of a
leper. And Dr. Adams has more recently given his
testimony to the same truth, remarking, that none of
the nurses in the Lazar-house at Funchall have shown
any symptoms of the disease ; and that individual La-
zars have remained for years at home, without infect-
ing any part of their family.¢

“ With respect to the libido inexplebilis, which is
said to be one of the characteristics of Elephantiasis,
the evidence is not so satisfactory. Its existence,
however, is affirmed by most of the modern wr_i]:ers,_
with the exception of Dr. Adams, M, M. Vidal and
Joannis mention it among the symptoms of the dis-

® ¢ See his Recherches et Obs. sur la Lepre de Martigues, in
the Mem. de la Soc. Roy. de Med. tom. i. p. 169.— Dr, Joannis, a
physician at Aix, who investigated the disease in the Lazar-house at
Martigues, in 1755, also asserts the rarity of its communication be-
tween married persons, See Lond. Med, Obs, and Inquiries, vol. i
p« 204. —Indeed, several able physicians, two centuries before,
though bending under the authority of ancient opinion, yet acknow-
ledged their astonishment at the daily commerce of lazars with the
healthy, without any communication of the disease. See Fernel, de
Morb. Oeccult. lib, i, ¢. 12. Forest. Obs, Chirurg. lib. iv. obs. 7 ;
also the Works of Fabricius, Plater, &c. TFernel, indeed, admits,
that he never saw an instance which proved the existence of conta-
gion,”

t “ See his Obs, on Morbid Poisons, 2d edit. c. 18,"
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perfect nudity. When enough were examined in this

manner for every satisfactory information, the inspee-

tion of the rest was less irksome to the patient, but

not less minute in whatever relates to the peculiar

marks of the disease. The description begins with

the hairy scalp, and is continued seriatim to the toes.

Yet, after having perused all this, and admitted the ac-

curacy of the examination, Dr. Bateman concludes his

account with observing, that an accurate history of
the Elephantiasis which occurs in hot climates, must’
be still deemed among the desiderata of pathologists.—

Synopsis, p. 304, -

It has been well remarked by Sir Isaac Newton,
that, excepting in mathematics, “ to demand any
“ thing beyond well ascertained facts and fair indue-
“ tions, is to reduce all philosophy to mere scepticism,
““ and to exclude all prospect of making any profici-
‘“ ency in natural knowledge.” “ Hence, he concludes,
“ whatever is thus collected ought to be received, not-
“ withstanding any conjectural hypothesis to the con=
“ trary, till such times as it shall be contradicted or -
“ limited by further observations on Nature.”*

Where then are the further observations which
contradict or limit the facts contained in my second
edition? Dr. Bateman offers none from himself or
any subsequent writers, The only two documents
that have come to my knowledge, are Dr. Christie,
in his account of vaecination at Ceylon, and Dr.
Gourlay’s History of the Island of Madeira. The
first of these refers his reader to * Adams on Morbid
Poisons, for a good account of Elephantiasis ;” and

* Pemberton’s Introduction to Sir Isane Newton's P!Iilﬂ!ﬂph"n‘.
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Dr. Winterbottom, which very well prepares the read-
er for the conclusion of the paragraph, “ Accurate
Histories of the Elephantiasis, Leuce, and other mo-
difications of the formidable cutaneous diseases that
occur in hot climates, and especially where agricul-
ture and the arts of civilization are imperfectly ad-

vanced, must be deemed still among the desiderata of

the pathologist.”
‘We may now return to the three queries which

were before passed over as misplaced; but which,
forming the conclusion of a paragraph relating to Dr.
Adams, ought not to be left unnoticed. 1st, ** Is the
Elephantiasis of Madeira now less virulent than that
of former times ? 2dly. Has it undergone some change
in its character ? or, 3dly. Is the ancient account of
the disease incorrect.”

Two of these questions are answered, not indeed
without some reserve, in the quotation from the Sve
nopsis. In the first of the three pragraphs, great sus-
picion is thrown on the accuracy of the ancients. In
the second, we are told, ¢ there is great reason to be-
lieve that Elephantiasis is nof contagious. The other
question, concerning change of character, is involved
in much difficulty, because we know no means of de=
scribing a disease but by its character. The follow-
ing paragraph, transcribed from another part of the
Synopsis, still further shows the intricacy in which
the subject is involved.

““ Surely then,” says Dr. Bateman,  the imper-
fection of the knowledge of the ancients, respecting
the nature of these eruptive fevers, affords no just in-
ference against their existence ; while, on the contrary,

N
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ease, and the introduction of a new disease? Have
we not witnessed in the cow-pox, a sufficient cause
for the introduction of a new contagion? Lastly,
Would the ancient Greeks, with all their inaccuracy,
have overlooked what has been noticed’ by the Ara-
bian and succeeding writers, namely, that these erup-
tive fevers attack the same person only once during
life 7%

The reader may be tired of this attempt at close
reasoning ; still, a regard to my own reputation and
the interest of humanity, oblizes me to detain him
on a most serious part of this Inquiry. The diffi-
culty of fixing the exact bounds of contagion, and
the important interests in which the question is in=-
volved, are equally great. Yet we are told, there is
great reason to believe, Elephantiasis is not contagious;
and the authorities brought in support of this opinion
are, M. Vidal, Dr. Heberden, and Dr. Adams.

Why are not MM. Vidal and Joannis, on this oc-
casion coupled, as in the succeeding paragraph? If
either of them is omitted, should it not be the former,
who pleads that the account was extorted from him,
and the almost intire extinetion of the disease when
he began his enquiries. M. Joannis tells us, thatthe
leprous infection is different from that of the pox, and
that it is not so ensily communicated. Dr, Heberden
is more cautious in his conclusions than he has credit
forsf In my own defence, I must again refer to the

* See Observations on Morbid Poisons, p. 360 ; and Inquiry into
the Laws of Epidemics, p. 22.

t His words are, “Itis certainly uot so contagious asis generally
imagined.”—Medical Transactions, vol. i. p. 25. In the “Synep-
ms,” no reference is made in the notes to this passage,
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careful examination, however, only a trifling efflo=
rescence could be found on any part of his skin, not
at all characteristic of the disease. The poor Lady was
dreadfully afflicted ; she afterwards retired to Bath,
and died in one of the Lodging-houses, without being
injurious to any one.

I have given this little history, to show how im-
portant it is, as far as possible, to ascertain the laws
of contagion. Yet, by some passages in the Cyclo=
paedia, particularly some quotations, which stand un-
contradicied, one night apprehend every thing. By
the Synopsis, we are divested of all, caution, and a
quotation from Vidal would lead us to conclude, that
there is no danger even in the sexual intercourse with
lepers. Surely, this passage ought to have beén con=
trasted with the account of the three couples men-
tioned in the Cyclopcedia.

Five cases of Elephantiasis have fallen under my
notice since my return to London. It is probable,
that many others may have appeared, not only in the
metropolis, but in other sea-port towns. The de-
scription of the disease is, therefore, a matter of im-
portance. To those who are in possession of the
last edition of the Cyclop®dia, nothing need be
added to what the writer calls  the latest account
of Elephantiasis occurring in Europe, and the his-
tory transcribed of its “ minute examination.” In
the Synopsis, the author, after professing never to
have geen the disease himself, adds, ¢ I should have
omitted the subject altogether, had it not appear-
ed to me, that some comment on the mistakes of
translators and their followers, as well as on the his-
tory of the disease in general, might contribute te
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London College of Physicians, I did not scruple to en-
ter minutely into the confused application of the terms
Lepra and Elephantiasis. I might offer an epitome of
this paper ; but if my reader feels, like me, nothing
 less than minute descriptions of local diseases will sa-
tisfy him. Ta:,hurrjr over twenty or more at a sitting,
s an entertainment which may be often repeated, be-
cause they will be forgotten as soon as perused. But
the slightest inaccuracy will, to an enquiring min_'d','
. xender the whole perusal unsatisfactory, and even
. painful, whenever a doubtful case presents itself, We
shall then gain little by learning the opinions of Haly
Abbas, Avenzuur,- or Alsaharavius, with many nthejra,
. whether their language is quoted or their works re=
ferreni to.  That the reader, however, ma:f not be at
a loss, if he wishes to examine the original authurs
on Leprosy, and the various senses in which the
ahu'.re terms have been used, I shall maert a short
par'lgla.ph
“ To pursue the subject through the whole con-
. troversy,, would be more ust&ntalic'us__ than useful.
Those who wish to follow it beyond the quotations
. produced by Lorry, may consult Sebastian Aquilianus,
Nicol. . Leonicenus, and several others, preserved in
the Luisinian Collection. To do justice to these wri-
ters, we should recollect, that the works of Aretazus
were not recovered from the rubbish under which ;hIE]r
were concealed for near half a century after that time.
The Italians, therefore, could only discover the mean-
ing of the Asiatic Greeks from the writings of Galen
and his commentators, whose descriptions are very
0
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“ yaw flesh,’ in the leprous spots, together with white-
ness of the hair, ihe description of the Leprosy of the
Jews is applicable to the Yaws. But the leprosy is
described by the great legislator as beginning in seve-
ral varieties of form, in only one of which this rising
of ¢ raw flesh’ is mentioned: and the two circum-
stances, which all these varieties exhibit in common,
were a depression of the skin and whiteness of the
hair, Now this change in the colour of the hair is
common to the Frambeesia, and to the Leuce, as
stated ; and it is conjoined, in the latter, with cuta-
neous depression. It seems pretty obvious, indeed,
that the term Leprosy was used, in the Scriptures, to
denote several diseases of the skin, against which the
law of exclusion was enforced, and others, to which
it did not apply. An instance of the latter oceurs in
Gehazi, whom we find still in the employment of
Elisha, and even conversing with the king, after the
leprosy had been inflicted upon him, “ and his seed
for ever.,” (2 Kings, chap. v. and vi, and chap. viii.
ver. 4.”)

Synopsis, p. 311, Note.

It might have been presumed, that the anonymous
author and others, comparing what passed under their
own eye with the accurate description of a disease,
might be able to judge of the identity of the two.
My own opinion has been given more at large than
would be consistent with the present undertaking, I
shall, therefore, only notice the objections made in
the Synopsis. What the author speaks of as begin-
ning in several ways, or appearing in a variety of
forms, relates to the different stages of the same dis-
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ease. To the end of verse 8 (Levit. xi"ui..) the Divine

Législator gives directions for examining the pimple,

pustile, or scab. In verses 9, 10, 11, he describes

the old [the confirmed] Leprosy, 'in which the fungus

or raw flesh, renders the disease no longer doubtful.

From the 12th to 17th verse inclusive, we are taught

the marks of returning health, which are similar to

tli‘u_.'*fse described by the anonymous author and others,

as_the termination of Yaws, excepting that more

caution is required in the examination by the priést,

before the person 'was allowed 'to reside in the cam p-

What the Leuce was, I pretend not to determifie;-

but if cutaneous depression’ méans a'loss of substance

below the skin, tlie same is implied as' the early ap-
pearance of Yaws by the anonymous author, by Dr.
Winlerbottom, 'and I believe by every other writer;

for how can there be a slough or sordes without a'

16ss of substance, or,'as described by Moses, a plagne

déeper than the skin of the flesh ? In Lence, T caninot

find that the hair was changed white, though the

surface was covered with white hairs like down, In ea

pﬂl sunt albi’ lanugini similes. In the Synopsis, it is

said silky, Whichever it might be, the change, if it

was such, was more than merely that of colour.— |
Lastl;r,r, « Leuce was of an incurable nature,” which is '
ﬂlﬁ'erent from :he LEvmml Jeprosy. — See S_',nnpms
P Sﬂan{l 31, note ; p. 55, note  P-2 ﬁg, note ; p. 290,
:uute p, 311, note; and pmha‘nljr some ﬂlher notes, |
—B_',' referrmg, hnwex er, to the above, the reader |
will determme whether he can reconcile the Leuce of _
H:ppucrates with the Leuce of Celsus, or either of |

them with the Hebrew Leprosy. 1'
At the close of the last quoted note, it is Sald |
# we still find Gehazi in the service of the Prophet,
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and even conversing with the King, after the Leprosy-
had been inflicted upon him and his seed for ever.”
(2 Kings, chap. v. and vi. and chap. viii. verse 4.)

If, during this interview with the king, Dhsha'a
was not on a journey, I can at least find no prnﬂf |
that'Gehazi continued in his'service.

This history, as it respects morbid poisons, at one
time engaged much of my atlention ; and if what I’
now presume to offer, is not new, it' may not have
met the eye of those, whose studies, like the author's,
hate been for many years purely professional.

Whriters have remarked, that white people rarely
catch the Yaws, because their skins are entire and their
bodies covered. The Mosaic account of the Egyp-
tian bondage informs- us, that' the Isrealites were
striped by their masters, and doubtless badly covered,
Egypt, from its close pcpnlal:ibn and settled climate,
has always been famous for its cutaneous and conta-
gious diseases. No wonder, therefore, that the Di-
vine law-giver should very early direct his attention
to their extermiination’; and if, as is generally believ-
ed, Yaws can only be communicated' by inoculation
in some form, we niay readily conceive that this, and’
many other similar diseases, were exterminated by
those wise institdtions ; and the accurate description
of them shows the aiitiquity of the writings ascribed
to. Moses. I dm aware it has been said by some,
that the Jews were only that part of the Egyptians
which weré separated from the rest, on account of the
Leprosy ; and even Dr. Mead seems to admit, thag
they aré to this day particularly subject to cutaneouns
ulcers ; but nothing can be more unfounded, The
Jews, though numerous and poor, are much more free
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from such diseases, than the nations among whom
they sojourn. This was long ago remarked by the
two Buxtorfs, who, though no way friendly to their
general character, seem reluctantly to admit “ Lepra
revera non tam frequens est apud eos quam apud
Christianos,”* which is very reasonably imputed to
their attention, as far as possible, to the Mosaic in-
structions. That they are of one family can hardly be
questioned, from the correspondence of their features ;
and what could be more preposterous, than to sup-
pose, that an army of invalids could have accom-
plished so long a march, and under such difficulties.

It has often oceurred to me, that the instructions
they received, to avoid every nation, if possible, and
to destroy those they were obliged to encounter, arose
not only from the necessity of preserving the purity
of their race, but to prevent the introduction of con-
tagious diseases; and this seems confirmed by the
deseription of those among the conquered Midianites,
who were to be spared. :

If by these means, the Jews became free from
contagions, perpetuated by contact only; still they
could expect no exemption from Elephantiasis, a dis-
ease excited by climate. It is not ta be wondered,
however, if the law of exclusion was continued, and
gradually moulded to the condition of the sick. Ac-
cordingly, we find King Uzziah, when the Leprosy was
discovered upon him, confined to a lone house, not
“ during all the days of his Leprosy,” but as long as he
lived. The poorer class, the most num'eruus‘ancl the
most liable to the disease, seem only to have been for-

* Synogoga Judaica, cap. xLv.
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bidden to enter the towns. Thus we read, ¢ at the gate
of Samaria there were four lepers ;” and in the 17th
of St. Luke, at the entrance of a village, there met
Jesus ten lepers, which stood afar off and lifted up their
voices. Such was probably the manner in which Gehazi
conversed with the King. That this disease was dif-
ferent from the Leprosy mentioned in Leviticus, and
for which a temporary exclusion only was required, is
evident, inasmuch as it was incurable—Am I a God,
says the King of Israel, that this man expects me to
heal a leper! {2 Kings, chap. v.] and the cleansing of
lepers was admitted among the most extraordinary of
our Saviour's miracles.

If Gehazi’s disease was really Elephantiasis, it ex-
plains at once the import of the prophet’s words. We
must recollect, that though they seem to imply a
curse; yet this may be imputed to the manmer in
which the future tense is formed in the English lan-
 guage. In the Septuagint, the two verses taken to-
gether, produce a very strong and pointed effect.
“ And you were now grasping at (wr eAafss) silver and
garments, and olive yards and vineyards, and sheep
and oxen, and men servants and maid servants, and
the leprosy of Naaman, xopaabiceras, shall or will cleave
unto thee and unto thy seed for ever.” At such times
as these, are you thinking of the aggrandizement of
yourself and family ? recollect the troubled state of
your country, and that you have an incurable and
hereditary disease upon you! Whether the words of
inspiration were really directed to that peculiarity in
the disease, which would preclude the possibility of
any posterity (7w emspuami gu) it is not necessary for us
to enquire,
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probable application of ancient terms, or recommend
it to a junior, or an emerifus, as an exercise or recre=
ation, some entertainment, if not use, might be made
of such a work, and the young reader need not be
perpetually surprised or discouraged, by meeting with
hard words, or being referred to authors he is not
likely to find in his library.

I was much pleased to see the attention paid in the
Synopsis to names and distinctions among the vulgar,
p. 67, and 204, notes. This is also remarked in the
text, under the article Itch, in which the vulgar names
are neatly Latinized. On this occasion, I wish the au-
thor had availed himself of information from the same
sources from which he derived his names. Few of the
Irish labourers who apply for relief at the Carey Street
Dispensary, would be found ignorant of the flesh-worm,
of the difference between the disease it excites, and
the itch; and even of the different manner in which
each may be cured. The experiments made in Ma-
deira, and confirmed in Ireland,* have lately been re-
peated at Paris ; but whether the vulgar were con-
sulted, does not appeart In the Synopsis, we are.
referred to Abinzoar of the 12th, and others of the
15th and 16th Centaries. Without questioning the
accuracy of either, let me remark, that Ambrose
Paré, about the last date, gives a very accurate ac-
count of these insects, and says, the patient may be

* See Observations on Morbid Puoisens, 4to. edit. p. 202.

t See the 3d Number of the Medical Repository, Without &
sight of the Original Paper, and consulting those who are intimate-
ly acquainted with the most vernacular French, it would not be fair
to offer any other conjecture, .

¥
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contagious.”* Tuis was published before I had given
him the history of the disease, and shown him the in-
sect, of which he procured me a drawing by the late
Dr. Shaw. Had my friend Willan lived to complete his
work, I have no doubt that he would have corrected
this passage, and done justice to the sources of his in-
formation, as he never failed to do on other occasions.

In the Synopsis, there are two attempts at recon-
ciling the difficulty. The first is, by approving Sa-
vaages arrangement, in making a scparate species of
S. Vermicularis ; the other is, by ‘ supposing that
the breeding of thesc acari in a scabious skin, is a
rare and casual circumstance, like the individual in-
stance of a minute pulex in Prurigo, observed by Dr.
Willan ; and that the contagious property of Scabies,
exists in the fluid, and not in the transference of in-
secls.” .

Does the expression “ generated in some species
of Scabies only,” mean that Scabies is necessary for
the generation of such an insect, or that there is a
species of itch occasioned by the acarus ¢gyro? The
latter seems the meaning of Savaages; but, were it
as Dr. Bateman afterwards expresses himself, ¢ a ca-
sual circumstance,” it could not be ¢ like the indivi-
dual instance of pulex mentioned by Dr. Willan ;"4
We have then only to enquire, whether they will
breed under the cuticle of a skin free from Scabies ?
and whether the disease may be cured by extracting
them? Both these facts have been experimentally
ascertained. The conclusion 1s, that an eruptive dis-
ease, independent of the Itch, is excited by an insect

* Cutan, Discases, p. 75, t Id. p. 835,
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-

called in Ireland the flesh worm ; in France, the gyron ;
in Portugal, ougas ; once well knownin England by the
name of wheal worm, and still sometimes occurring,
That the disease which it excites, from some resem-
blance, from situation, and from yielding to the same
remedies, may be mistaken for itch 3 but that the in-
sect has never been discovered when searched for in
the most marked cases of true itch.

In the Synopsis, we have four varieties of Scabies.
These four consist of the true itch only, and ano-
ther disease, which I have called the herpes paupe-
rum.* This is the Scabies Cachectica of the Synop-

sis, a term which, if contagion were not attached to

the Genus, would be unexceptionable. It has been
noticed by Sir John Pringle, by Dr. Gillespie, and
by many other writers on camp and prison diseases.
It occurs in confined nurseries, if change of air is
not introduced, but without extending to other parts
of the house. T have seen it in two or three mis-
guided youths, who have returned to their parents,
after a temporary absence, in the lowest order of
society; in these instances, it has never been com-
municated to any of the family.f I have called
the disease Herpes, from its disposition to spread
along the skin. This etymology of the word i1s ad-

* See Observations on Morbid Poisons, p. 825 and 326.

4 See also Epidemics, chap. 1. From the last mentioned cir-
cumstances, I was led to suppose, thatthe disease is only infectious
in that kind of air in which it is generated.

If the reader is unacquainted with these distinctions, and has not
lgisure or inclination to refer to the arguments by which they are
inforced, I must request him to give me credit for them. One llus-
tration, however, occurs from this passage in the Synopsis. “ The
most ordinary cause of scabies, we are told, p. 196, is contagion,""

ol i . &
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mitted in the Synopsis (from spmus serpere). Yet, in
the same work, “ the appellation is limited to a ve-
sicular disease, which, in most of its forms, passes
through a regular course. Such is particularly the
case with one * local variety,” which, we are told,
p. 2388, *“ was not noticed by Dr. Willan.” It is inci-
dentally mentioned under a different name in Obser-
vations on Morbid Poisons, 2d edit. p. 94, and is most
minutely described by Mr. Royston, in the Medical
and Physical Journal, vol. xxiii. p. 446.

These remarks on names, somewhat abruptly in-
troduced, may serve to show how careful we should
be in changing commonly received terms. Whether
we use psora or scabies for Itch, may seem of little
consequence, as it is not certain that those from
whom we derive the words were acquainted with the
disease to which we now apply them. - But whenever
a name is changed, some regard should be paid to
etymology, as the great use of nosology is, that we

— Tt seems, however, to originate in crowded, close, and unclean-
ly houses."—% When the contagion has been introduced, however,
into families where every attention to cleanliness is inforced, it fre-
quently spreads to all the individuals, children and adults,” &e,
All this is correct, if the genus Scabies is to include diseases arising
from different causes, and different in their character, and even dif-
ferent in their mode of cure, But, in my opinion, it would be
more correct to say, ek and Herpes panperum are both common
in close and uncleanly houses—the former must be introduced into,
but the latter may be generated in, such places, and both are com-
municable in such places, The former, when introduced into a
lean family, may be communicated before the parties are awaré of
it; and will only yield to certain locnl remedies. The latter is ne-
ver generated in such fumilies, nor communicable when introduced ;
wnd is curable without the local remedies necessary in the former,
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the just celebrity of the writer, and its connection
with the “ First Lines,” may hereafter become the
text-book of less enlightened "Lecturers, as it is al-
ready of Physical Compendiums. "

Diseases of the skin being more immediately the ob-
jects of our senses, may be thought more easily re-
ducible to orders and genera. Let us try this in
Itch and Syphilis ; because, in these we are most fre-
quently required to give a decided opinion. Of the
first, if enough has not been said, to show the diffi-
culty which attends such an attempt, we may add from
the Synopsis, that ¢ from its affinity with three orders
of eruptive appearances, pustules, vesicles, and papule,
it almost bids defiance to an artificial classification,”
—The above orders, comprehending only fifteen ge-
nera with their species and varieties, may be less
alarming to a modest enquirer. But the eruptions of

‘Syphilis are said to “ bid defiance to arrangement,

according to external character;” that, “in fact, they
possess no common or exclusive marks, by which
their nature and origin are indicated :” and that *‘ there
is no order of cutaneous appearances, and scarcely
any genus or species of chronic eruption already
described, [and this is the last] which these second-
ary symptoms of Syphilis do not occasionally imi-
tate.”—* Nevertheless,” continues the author, “ there
15 in many, a difference which a practised eye will re-
cognize between the ordinary diseases of the skin and
the syphilitic eruptions to which the same generic ap-
pellation might be given ; this is often observable in
the_ahﬂde of colour, in the situation occupied by the
eruption, in the mode of its distribution, and in the
general complexion of the patient. Hence, to a per-
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son conversant with those ordinary diseases, a degree
of anomaly, in these respects, will immediately excite
a suspicion, which will lead him to investigate the
history of the progress of such an eruption, and of
its concomitant symptoms. And it will frequently
happen, that the most experienced observer can only
arrive at a satisfactory conclusion, by comparing the
cutaneous appearances with these concurring symp-
toms, and with the previous history of the disease.”
Fortunate are those tyros and practitioners who are
within the reach of consulting a person conversant
with with those ordinary diseases, as the discriminat-
ing marks between half a score such and syphilis, can
afford little assistance to the common reader.
This Note may seem extended to an unreasonable

length, and no longer connected with hereditary dis-
eases. DButit.is most intimately connected with what-

ever relates to medicine as a science. For if two not
uncommon diseases, the progress of which is slow
enough to admit the most accurate observation, are
reduceable to no laws, or to none that can be deserib-
ed, it is evident that our present mode of investiga-
tion must be defective, or that we must give up every
prospect of progressive improvement. We are told,
from very high authority, that the faculty of tracing
actions, so as to discover a law, makes the whole of phi-
losophy.* In medicine this must be more difficult, and
more as well as closer observations musi be necessary,
than in any other branch of natural knowledge; be-
cause diseases are modified by constitutions, and their
progress interrupted by remedies, Hence, it is not
easy to bring men to a general agreement ; yet, some
progress has been made towards such an event. In

® Nov, Organ,
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the Small-pox, Sydenham has taught us to look for
certain laws, which were never established till his
time.* In gout, he has not been less successful ; and
the instructions he has given in tracing fevers, have
become almost oracular. Fothergill has been scarce-
ly less successful in Scarlatina. Though in the treat-
ment of these diseases, improvements may be expect-
ed, and changes necessary under different circum-
stances, yet the phenomena of the diseases them-
selves, as marked by those writers, are now so fami-
liar to us all, as to admit of no dispute. If this can
be accomplished in fevers, shall we despair of arriv-
ing at the same certainty in diseases, whose progress:
is slower 7 1t must be admitted, that for so desirable
an event, we require the same talent at observation,
the same persevering diligence, with the same integrity
as existed in the man who, after establishing such
laws, should declare that there are small-pox cases,
which the errors of a nurse could not render fatal;
and others, which the skill of no physician could cure.
When, therefore, we possess the fruits of such mens’
labours, let us learn how to value them.

Having made these general remarks, I shall trace
very shortly the progress of Mr. Hunter’s inquiries,
in a disease which is said “ to possess no common or
exclusive marks.” _ '

For a long succession of ages, the term Leprosy
was generally applied to all cutaneous complaints,
which had no other appropriate title. About the close
of the 15th Century, a new morbid poison was in-

* See Mead’s Discourse, chap. 2.
Q
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chaos to order, but liefore he thought his labours suf-
ficiently mature for the public, we were told, that the
Island of Otaheite was almost depopulated by the im=-
portation of that morbid poison. Such was the can=
dour of this anthor, that though he found it difficult
to reconcile such an event with his opinions, he
never ventured to dispute it. All this while, it
should be remarked, that no accurate description
was given of the South Sea Disease, as it was
thought enough to give it a name. At length, the
surgeon who attended the expedition under Pey-
rouse, confining his letters to his own department,
could not fail of being somewhat particular in his
description ; and it is but justice to his country-
men to add, that their accounts of diseases are gene-
rally more minute and accurate than ours, Still the
same error remained, for if he did not consider the
appearances he described, as the effect of that mor-
bid poison, he never expresses a contrary opinion s
and seems, in many places, tacitly to admit it. This
is less to be wondered at, in one who could only read
Mr. Hunter in a translation or a foreign tongue.
From an accurate examination, however, of all the
cases described by the French Surgeon, I had no
scruple in suspecting, that none of them were vene=-

real. This led me to examine all the accounts of

those voyages, and confirmed me in the belief, that
Syphilis had never been known in Otaheite.

Without any knowledge of my opinion, and even
without any intercourse between us, Mr. Wilson, a
Surgeon in the Royal Navy, landed at that island,
full of anxiety for the health of his erew, who were

to compleat a long voyage after their departure. His
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