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but became powerfully purgative after she was
galvanized; since the discontinuance of which,
she never had occasion for any medicine what-
ever.

A married lady, of fortune, who had from
her childhood laboured under dyspeptic affec-
tions and disordered respiration, had been for
five months labouring under anasarca dropsy ;
the digestive organs were in a state of the
greatest disorder, the stomach could retain no
food, and she had for several days constantly
vomited every thing she ate and drank. The
alvine secretions indicated the absence of bi-
liary action. The tongue was foul, the pulse
quick and feeble, and the whole system seemed
to be rapidly sinking under the accumulated
load of disease ; nausea, vomiting and faint-
ness, with restlessness and the urgent parox-
isms of acute pain in the limbs, were symptoms
of which she complained.

After the first application of Galvanism the
lady immediately felt greatly relieved, and the
vomiting ceased. The second application hav-
ing removed nausea, she ate with appetite and
digested her food. After the third application,
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very decided results. The stomach and bowels
freely performed their functions; the breathing
became perfectly easy; the pains of the breast
left him; he fully regained his health and con-
tinues well.

P. C——, esq. barrister at law, late of the
Inner Temple, in the month of September,
1822, applied to me for relief from a very
great derangement of the digestive organs,
attended with an extraordinary prostration of
strength that unfitted him for the least exer-
cise of walking. His stomach was in a state of
great irritation; he had a craving appetite that
was, as he expressed it, never satisfied ; and
every thing he ate turned sour and occasioned
heartburn. The bowels were most obstinately
confined; the evacuations pale to a degree, in-
dicating defective secretion of bile; the urine
was also colourless; he required two ounces of
castor oil asan aperient to produce even a gen-
tle motion ; his pulse was extremely feeble
and variable, and his system was in a state of
such complete disorder, that he was unfit to
pursue his professional duties, not only from
extreme depression of corporeal strength and
animal spirits, but also from the confused state
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of an acute pain in the head, occasioning at
times a great confusion of intellect. This
assemblage of symptoms, which continued se-
veral days, gradually declined, leaving a dull
pain in the head, and also in the right hypo-
chondrium, as well as a sensation of tightness
across the abdomen. He then displayed a
capricious appetite, complained of restless
nights, a costive state of the bowels, a pre-
valence of acid in the stomach, a feeling of
weariness, and great general debility. After
a short time the same distressing train of
symptoms recurred. Being in affluent circum-
stances, Mr. W, has sought every source likely
to afford a remedy for his disease, and he had
placed himself under the care of eight of the
most eminent practitioners, and paid the most
scrupulous attention to their dictates.

“ To enumerate generally the means em-
ployed, it may be sufficient to mention the
warm bath, local bleedings, perpetual blis-
tering, salivation, and continued purging;
whilst among individual medicines it may be
worth while to notice opium, musk, sub-nitras
argenti, oxidum  bismuthi, and the nitro-mu-
riatic bath, of these the warm bath appeared
to do the most good ; local bleeding relieved
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treatment of liver derangement, under the di-
rection of the most eminent men in London.
Mercury, in every form, had beenso abundantly
administered to him, that he had actually taken
some hundred grains of that mineral without
having hismouth affected ; salivation was never
produced ; and he was constantly obliged to
employ the strongest purges to move the bow-
els, Stomachics, nervines, and various other
medicines, only afforded temporary relief.

In this case, as well as many others, I con-
cetved that nothing could relieve the patient
from the consequent disorder until the visceral
disease was first removed : I therefore advised
him to try Galvanism as a constitutional re-
medy. This process he commenced on the 8th
of August, 1818, and continued it till the latter
end of the same month ; making,inall, nineteen
applications. By this time the liver regularly
performed its office and the bowels required no
excitement—the secretions became healthful—
perspiration and appetite were regained—di-
gestion was well performed—the distention of
the abdomen was removed, its bulk being dimi-
nished in an extraordinary degree. But as the
painin the back continued, at times, to be trou-
blesome, especially in damp and wet weather,
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often said), had it not been for his firm belief
in divine revelation, he would have, long
ago, put an end to his miserable existence.

In this case I employed the Galyvanism, with
the occasional use of mild aperients, for about
three months with great benefit; and, after
suspending its use for many months, I renewed
its use for a short time before my patient re-
turned abroad ; but it must be observed, that,
during the period of this treatment, he had
to endure a succession of the most painful
family afflictions ; and the Galvanism was
therefore administered under the most unfa-
vourable circumstances (especially from the
extreme susceptibility of a nervous system
weakened by disease), yet it succeeded be-
yond all reasonable hope, as is proved in the
following extract from a letter that I re-

ceived from him, dated Paramana, Surinam,
February Srd, 1825.

“ You will, I fear, before this, have set me
down as ungrateful in not sooner acquainting
you with the benefits which I continue to de-
rive from your professional attentions during
my late visit to England. For a great portion
of the first period of my service here, between
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that I have never had recourse to calomel,
and seldom occasion for any medicine at all.
I feel the climate, in other respects, as op-
pressive as ever, and it keeps me in a constant
state of low fever, which deprives me of all
sleep by night, except in snaiches of half an
hour, and necessarily of all strength in the
day ; and I have been afraid lately that it was
beginning again to affect the action of the
bowels ; but I have succeeded in galvanizing
myself with the batteries which you were so
good as to provide for me; and I think with as
much benefit as I derived from the Galvanism
when administered by you.

“ We have lately lost another member of
the court for the abjudication of slave ships,
in which I have the situation of judge. This
loss leaves me the only one surviving of the
four original commissioners appointed in 1819.
It is, I am afraid, therefore beyond all reason-
able hope that I should survive another three
years,; steaming in this kettle of miasma ; but,
if I should, I shall certainly, ina great measure
1t not wholly, ascribe it to the service you ren-
dered me whilst in England.” '

The facts here detailed are strong evidences
F 3
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of habitual constipation. ‘The tongue was
generally much furred, and the pulse always
irregular in strength, fulness and velocity ;
the head was frequently affected with pain and
vertigo, the breathing occasionally difficult,
and the lower. extremities often subject to

gouty attacks, with disturbance of the abdo-
minal viscera.

In this deplorable state of suffering, a period
of twenty-five years had passed away, being
the better half of his life; during which he
had availed himself of the advice and attend-
ance of the most eminent physicians. To
secure every possible advantage from their
medical aid, he had strictly and perseveringly
adhered to every plan of treatment prescribed,
without deriving any other advantage than
transient relief. For the last two years before
he became my patient, he had been under the
care of the medical gentleman who recommend-
ed him to me. Judging that Galvanism would
restore the digestive functions,l commenced its
administration on the 15th day of December,
and continued it daily until the 19th. The
patient soon found the greatest advantage from
its employment ; still, however, he occasion-
ally experienced sudden transitions of pain in
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nism, and for the fourth time had recourse to
the Air-pump Vapour-bath, on the 15th of the
January following. On this occasion he in
some measure realized his wish; the right
foot became inflamed, the toe considerably
swelled, and the soles of both feet extremely
tender. He was lame for a few days; and
with a view to keep up the irritation of the
extremities, I also applied Electricity to the
affected parts; but this slight paroxysm soon
remitted, and both the patient and myself
abandoned the attempt of dictating to nature
what course she should take, and he became
contented with the enjoyment of health without
a regular fit of the gout, which he had so
ardently desired. When the digestive func-
tions were restored, and corporeal vigour
acquired, 1 left him to the management of his
own good sense, only enjoining him to pay the
- strictest attention to regimen and exercise.
About three months after, but while in the
enjoyment of the highest state of health, he
was suddenly attacked by a severe paroxysm
of gout in both the feet and toes, which con-
fined him for three weeks. Having recovered
from this disorder, he went into the country
for the benefit of the air, and, on his return to
town, favoured me with a call to give me the
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susceptibility of the patient, but she experi-
enced great relief; and after the occasional
use of Galvanism for about a fortnight, she
obtained considerable benefit in her digestive
organs ; she ate with appetite, digested her
food, and her bowels performed their func-
tions; she slept without disturbance during
the whole night, and the morning perspirations
and cough ceased to distress and weaken her
frame ; her: expectoration became free, and
assumed the appearance of mucus; her
tongue became clean, her puise regular and
slower, her strength greatly increased, and
she was enabled to diminish her usual dose
of four grains of opium, which she had been
obliged to take daily for some time to relieve
her from the violent pain she had endured
from spasm, to one grain. KEven while she
was taking the four grains daily, her bowels
acted regularly with the aid of Galvanism,
without any aperient medicine. So great was
the progress of amendment, that after having
pursued the galvanic course occasionally for
about two months, she fully recovered from
every ailment, except her partial loss of voice,
which still continues feeble. After the lapse ofa
year and a half, I am enabled, on the authority
of her friends, to say, that she continues to
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guor, oppression, and drowsiness. When the
fever comes to a great height, it may be owing
to its acting in some other way. The com-
mencement of the fit is, for the most part,
accompanied with an increased quantity of
thin light-coloured urine and a desire to make
it : this may be owing to the contraction act-
ing on the kidneys. The fever ends this, and
the urine becomes strong, high-coloured, and
in smaller quantities, giving a sediment and
imparting a red tinge to the vessel.”

Thinking that Galvanism would prove be-
neficial in this case, I employed it with advan-
tage, as will appear from the second statement

written by the patient himself, which he gave
me before he left town ; it 1s as follows.

- “ Referring to the account of the previous
state of my disease, 1 have now to observe in
continuation, that I arrived in London on the
12th of September last, having come from Leith
by sea in three days. During the voyage, 1
was a good deal troubled with sickness, but
not to vomiting, and the breathlessness was
very moderate. On the 15th September, 1
began galvanizing, and I reckoned that the
fit should have returned about the 18th Sep-
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fined him to his bed for six months. After his
recovery from that disease, his digestion be-
came much affected, his bowels constipated,
and his breathing disordered to an alarming
degree. Damp and foggy weather and easterly
winds distressed him much. He had long
laboured under various symptoms of indi-
gestion and confirmed habitual asthma, and
he continued to get worse for several years.
He had been very ill the previous winter, dur-
ing which he was not able to ascend a flight of
stairs, but slept on the ground floor. His
cough, from the commencement of this malady,
was violent, and he expectorated agreat deal of
frothy and tough dark-coloured phlegm. The
means he employed to obtain relief were va-
rious. As he had placed himself under the
care of several medical men, and they gave him
no hopes of recovery, but pronounced his dis-
order incurable, he tried every remedy he
heard of without obtaining any benefit. He
was at last recommended by a friend to apply
to me. He came to me on the 27th of March,
1819, while he was labouring under the full
influence of his complaint,—difficult breath-
ing, hard dry cough, frothy expectoration, ex-
treme languor and debility, indigestion, and
costiveness. He obtained some relief on the
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weeks with some advantage ; I then employed
the galvanic influence till the end of the year,
which restored him to health. I state these
facts from recollection, as I did not record his
case. In reply to aletter I wrote to this gen-
tleman very recently, I received the following
statement :—

“In the spring of 1820, I began to look sal-
low and felt very unwell, which increased as
the year advanced; and in the beginning of
the year 1821, very severe symptoms of morbid
liver and dyspepsia appeared, which became
more and more confirmed, together with very
great shortness of breath and extreme palpi-
tation of the heart upon the least exertion, so
that it was with great difficulty I could move
about; in fact I could not walk six yards with-
out being dreadfully distressed, and my case
was considered hopeless; in which state I
continued gradually getting worse till the au-
tumn of 1822, when I placed myself under
your care,

“ During the above time, viz., between May,
1820, and September, 1822, I was under the
care of twe eminent physicians, from whom I
did not receive the least benefit, but rather
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torpid for some time, from confinement to his
house and heavy grief, in consequence of a
very severe domestic affliction. As he was in
a state of great nervous irritation from want
of sleep, which he could not obtain for several
nights, notwithstanding the various anodynes
he had taken, I advised him to ride twenty or
thirty miles daily, outside of a coach, and take
two or three mild aperients before he again
visited me. In a week afterwards he again
called on me and said, that he was much better,
and that he was then satisfied that his liver
was in a state of torpidity. The Galvanism
was then employed for about six weeks, and
the patient perfectly recovered.

About two years after this I met this patient
in the street, and he appeared perfectly well ;
but he called on me a few days alterwards and
said, that, from an association of ideas and the
recollection of his past suffering, he had become
very low spirited, and had given way to des-
pondency so much that he should relapse
into his former state. I administered the
Galvanism a few times, which exhilirated
his spirits and removed the painful appre-
hension of a relapse. About a year ago he
had an attack of biliary obstruction, which
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both at their commenceément and after the in-
flammatory svmptoms had subsided. Having
recorded several cases in my * T'reatise on the
Air-pump Vapour-bath,” I shall only state
the following facts as illustrative of its utility.

A gentleman, about fifty years of age, who
bad, for years, been subject to the most violent
attacks of gout, sent for me while he was suf-
fering severely at the commencement of a
gouty paroxysm. The application of the Air-
pump Vapour-bath was made to the affected
limb, which afforded immediate relief. -In
two days afterwards he had another attack in
the left foot, and the second application of the
bath was found as effectual as the first. A
week elapsed when the gout attacked the
left elbow joint ; the third trial of the Air-
pump Vapour-bath afforded immediate relief,
and a fourth application made to the right hand,
afew daysafterwards,in consequence of another
attack, proved as beneficial as the precediiig.
The patient then recovered without having re-
course to any other remedial means. A sub-
sequent course of Galvanism restored his di-
gestive functions, and he has since enjoyed
good health, and has not for some years had
any return of the gout.
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India, after more than twenty years’ residence
in that country. During that period, he had
been frequently attacked with inflammation of
the liver, and other disorders peculiar to warm
climates; and, since his return home, he had
been constantly obliged to have recourse to
mercurial and other powerful remedies to
excite the bowels, the biliary secretion being
inadequate to stimulate the intestines to proper
evacuations.

Before 1 applied the Galvanism, I requested
the patient to try how far he could hear my
waich from each ear. He was sensible of the
ticking when about three inches from his
richt ear, but required the pressure of the
watch on the left ear to convey the sound to
the sensorium. I then requested him not to
put it to his ears for a fortnight, that he might
be the better able to judge if his power of
hearing increased. In three weeks after the
employment of Galvanism, as a constitutional
remedy, the secretion of the bile was increased,
and the bowels were fully restored to their
proper action without any aid of medicine. At
the expiration of a fortnight, I requested him
to try how far he could hear my watch with

he right ear. He said, he wassensible of the
N
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and the auxiliaries used in my practice, given
a concise but clear account of the chemical
and medical powers of those agents, their modes
of operation and everyinformation I conceived
necessary, it remains for me only to add, that,
in the peculiar branch of practice which I have
pursued for many years, I have had much to
contend with. The prejudices of the ignorant
and the selfishness of the interested have im-
peded the general employment of a remedy,
which has proved more beneficial than any
other discovery of modern times. Though the
most scientific and eminent of the faculty have
supported my practice by numerous recom-
mendations, for which I return them my best
thanks, yet I deeply regret to add that there
have been some practitioners, who have op-
posed the use of Galvanism and other philo-
sophical agents, either from 1gnorance of their
efficacy or from some other motive less honor-
able to their character. Many patients, who

‘have placed themselves under my care,and who

have derived benefit from the treatment I em-
ployed, have assured me,that they had beenlong
prevented from trymg (Galvanism on account of
the unfavorable opinion they had imbibed from

~ their medical advisers, who have, in conse-

quence, lost the confidence of those patients
and their family connections. Presuming thatin






























