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(4 CHRONIC GOUT.

trade a plumber, having no known hereditary predisposi-
tion to gout ; temperate in his habits, but accustomed to
take about two pints of porter a day; has suffered
severely from gout for twelve or fourteen years, chiefly

Fig. 8.*

in spring and autumn; the first attack, which affected
the great toe, occurred as far back as twenty years ago ;
after this he had a respite of some duration. About ten
years since, the disease made its appearance in a more
general form, many joints, besides the great toe, being
implicated ; from this time the disorder became frequent
in its visitations, and serious in character.

About five years ago, he noticed enlargement of the
first phalangeal joint of the fourth finger of the left hand,
apparently induced by running a piece of glass into it,
but subsequently deposits appeared in many other situa-
tions. When the patient came under my care the follow-

* Fig. 3. A drawing of the hand of a patient in which the first phalangeal
joint of the fourth finger of right hand is shown extremely enlarged from the

deposition of urate of soda.



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































504 RHEUMATIC GOUT.

can generally be distinguished. The digitorum nodi of
Heberden are produced by the arthritic disease under
consideration, but modified by its attacking only the last
phalanges of the fingers. When the disease has
advanced to some extent, anchylosis, more or less
complete, ensues, the ends of the bones are enlarged, and
all the surrounding structures become thickened and in-
durated. This form of the affection frequently troubles
elderly people, and is often attended with some disease
of the hip or other large joint. Fig. 27 represents a

Fig, 27.*

hand in which the ends of several of the fingers are
altered in the manner just deseribed, and some of the
joints flexed and immovable. This form of the disease
is often unaccompanied with pain, at least to any incon-
venient amount, but there is frequently some tenderness
when pressure is used upon the swollen joint.

T have notes of some hundreds of cases of this affection,
and although the disease, in this form, only produces
inconvenience, still it is often a source of great mental

disquietude, especially to ladies.
Although these protuberances never give exit to chalky

* Fig. 27. Hand of a lady, with nodules and distortions induced by rhenma-
toid arthritis ; she was suffering from a chronic affection of one hip joint of a

gimilar nature.
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