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SURGEON OF A WHALER 03

the open water, and was killed in an hour and a-half. While
the boats were towing it on board, another whale rose close
to them; it was instantly pursued and struck, and in thirty-
five minutes was killed. It was only a small one. When
the whales were brought alongside, it was perceived that the
floes of ice were coming together, under the influence of a
current. The whales were immediately cast-off from the ship,
and six boats left to tow them; while all sails were set to
beat out again. In two hours we had weathered & point,
where we considered ourselves safe, and then lay-to for the
boats. As it was, we had little time to spare; for if we
had not seen the ice in motion when we did, or if we had been
a mile more to leeward, we would have shared the fate of
the Diamond. We watched the two emormous pieces come
in contact with a horrible crushing noise, and saw the frag-
ments piled up to a great height. X mem. ex.

18th.—At two A. M. the boats with the two whales joined
the ship, and the usual process was gone through.

At ten A. M. spoke the ship we had seen the day before,
the Mary and Elizabeth; and as it became foggy, the master
came on board and spent the day. In the evening the
weather cleared up, and, as the ice appeared to be closing,
we tried to get into an adjoining body of water, but were
prevented by a piece of ice twice as big as our ship, which
blocked up the only channel. Twelve boats were sent—six
from each vessel—to attempt to tow it out of the way. In
half an hour they succeeded in making a passage sufficient
to allow us to pass through, which we did without damage.
The Mary and Elizabeth, however, struck one of the sides
of the passage, and, recoiling, got jammed fast; and it was
only after considerable exertions that she was towed clear.
Soon afterwards we saw a whale, and pursued it; but the
weather becoming foggy again, the boats were recalled.

19th.—Uncommonly thick and foggy, with very little wind.
Early this morning the watch on deck heard repeated calls
of “A fall! a fall!” and could distinctly hear the whale-lines
running out of a boat, but could see nothing. As all of our
ship's boats were on board, we paid no attention to the ealls.
When another watch came on deck, half an hour afterwards,
























SURGEON OF A WHALER 61

house, in Hull. The lower or ground tier is of casks of
larger size, which are filled with fresh water, and, ad interim,
serve as ballast, for washing decks, and for ordinary purposes,
where extreme pureness is not required.

This process of ecutting the blubber into strips, and bar-
relling it, is called “making off.” These operations of flens-
ing, and making off, leave the decks and the between decks,
clear and clean, and leaves the blubber to be rendered, after
the ship's arrival in Hull.

In the South sea whale fisheries, the climate makes the
process of remdering or reducing the blubber into oil, com-
pulsory at omce, or at least very shortly after the animal
is killed. The oil, thus rendered, is then brought home in
huge tanks. In the Greenland ships, excepting those in the
lower tier in the hold, the casks are shipped in their staves,
and are only set up on board, when, or as required.

As may be seen by the perusal of my journal, the great
object of the Trafalgar’s voyage was the killing of the whale,
every thing was rendered subsidiary to that, vessels, as the
Trafalgar did, sometimes left England a couple of weeks
earlier, for the seal hunting on the shores, or on the ice, off
the island of San Meyn, and the venture was sometimes ex-
tremely fortunate. The killing of seals however is very un-
certain, sometimes counting by thousands, and sometimes, like
the Trafalgar, without seeing any.

In Greenland, the hunt of a whale, or, of a polar bear had
the same sameness, the object, in either case being to take
and to keep the animal away from the shelter of the ice,
where only he could find shelter. The whale being a warm
blooded animal, consequently possesses a heart and lungs,
and sustains life only by breathing the air, which, of course,
it is obliged to come to the surface to do. It however pos-
sesses the faculty or the power of sustaining life without
breathing, for a very much longer time than any other warm
blooded animal I am acquainted with.

The female whale like all warm blooded animals, has a
womb and teats, and suckles its young, of which it pro-
duces one at a birth, at any rate among the droves of
whales I have seen, I mever could perceive one with twins.
































































































IN CHARGE OF POYAIS SETTLEMENT 93

tion for the act of absorption (if such justification was
necessary) by the avowal in his proclamation that
his ultimate project was to conquer the two Floridas.

Sir Gregor’s next venture was an expedition
against Porto Bello with the double object of seiz-
ing the town in the interest of the revolutionists and
capturing a Spanish treasure ship. His partners
enlisted a crew of ruffians in England, eluded the
authorities there and in Jamaica, was joined by
MeGregor in the Spanish Main, took Porto Bello,
just missed the galleon, but found enough liquor in
the town to get so drunk that the defeated royalists
dispatched most of them. MeGregor himself es-
caped through the window of his quarters to the
harbor and swam aboard his ship. He was wrecked
off Cape Gracios & Dios, on the coast of Honduras,
and, like the enterprising genius that he was, in-
gratiated himself with a native chief, whom the
British had dubbed King of the Mosquito Nation,
and obtained from him a grant of some 50,000,000
acres, or 76,000 square miles, to which the King had
no real title. He agreed to eolonize it, and he as-
sumed the title of Cazigque of Poyais.

Before going to England with his scheme he
claimed to have inaugurated a settlement, opened a
bank and organized an army, in which a certain
Thomas Strangeway, K. G. C. was captain of the
native Poyais regiment, as well as aide de camp to
His Highness MeGregor, The said Strangeway be-
came his advertising agent and wrote a Sketch of
the Mosquito Shore, published by Blackwood, 1822,
as a bait to lure the public into the net which was
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mitted to Spain their country was unoccupied terri-
tory. Nevertheless it was recognized as Spanish
territory by the treaty of 1783 and was vacated by
the British in 1786. The treaty, however, recog-
nized the right of England to eut logs between the
River Waller, or Balize, and the Rio Hondo, and
from the sea to the New River Lake, ‘‘without dero-
gating from his Catholic Majesty’'s right of sover-
eignty.”” The limits for log eutting were extended
in 1786, but without waiver of any rights of sov-
ereignty by Spain. The Poyais country was included
in this strip.

The British interest in Honduras in the eighteenth
century was ereated by the growing preference for
mahogany over walnut in the manufaecture of furni-
ture, which sprung up after 1715 and was stimu-
lated by the reduction in duties by Walpole, who
used it in the decoration of his palace at Houghton,
And the white population of the first settlements in
Poyais evidently consisted not of agrieulturists, but
of settlers who traded in the wants and vices of the
mahogany and logwood ecutters. (Haldam Maefall
in the Connoisseur, 1809, page 190a.) But Me-
Gregor’s expedition aimed at really subsisting on
agriculture.

It was the Duke of Albemarle, when Governor of
Jamaica, who went through the farce of investing
one of the Indians with a eommission as King of the
Mosquitos, under the protection of England, by a
ceremony which was continued long afterwards by
his suceessor, as told in my father's Journal.
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dered by Earl Bathurst in 1824. It resulted from a
petition made to the Secretary of State by W. J.
Richardson and five other merchant sufferers, who
elaimed that Marshall Bennett and other magis-
trates at Balize, with the connivance of the superin-
tendent at Balize, had removed £30,000 of goods and
stores from Poyais in the previous year in the
schooner ‘‘The Mexican Eagle,”’ and had by foree and
persuasion carried off settlers whom they (the peti-
tioners) had at great expense conveyed thither. The
complaint was accompanied by a pamphlet, The Ba-
lize Merchants Unmasked, by a certain G. A. Low,
one of MeGregor’s agents.

The resulting Proceedings of an Enquiry and In-
vestigation by Major General Codd, His Magesty’s
Superintendent and Commander-in-Chief of Balize,
Honduras, Relative to Poyais, is an interesting doeu-
ment.

The first witness heard was Marshall Bennett. He
seems to have been chief justice also of the Balize
gettlement. He testified that in April, 1823, he was
sent to the Black River with the King’s annual
present and to gather information as to the settle-
ment. He found disorganization and sickness and
the settlers anxious that he should remove them.
Having no authority, he refused. But Lieutenant-
Governor Hall, arriving on May 6th, gave him the
requisite anthority, and he received on board sixty-
six individuals, all but three sick with fever. In
Balize he got permission from His Majesty’s super-
intendent to remove the other settlers, and his
schooner, ‘‘The Mexican Eagle,”’ was chartered for
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Colonel Hall testifies: ‘‘In addition to other dis-
tressing embarrassments Dr. Douglas, the surgeon of
the settlement, was severely attacked by fever.”
He says: ‘‘Dr. Douglas declared his intention of
proceeding with Mr. Bennett next morning to Balize
unless he received his arrears of pay. His stock of
medicines he stated was nearly expended. After
a short interview with him he however consented to
stay a short time longer.”” Soon after he received
a writtens communication from Dr. Douglas, which
he produced:

““To Col. Hall:

““The alarming sickness which prevails to such an
extent among the settlers recently landed from Eng-
land requires their immediate removal.

““I feel myself called on to state my opinion that
should such removal be delayed, the most fatal con-
sequences are to be apprehended. The want of shel-
ter, of fresh provisions, of good water, of clothing
and the privations we suffer from many other causes,
preclude any reasonable hope of improvement dur-
ing our residence here, and under such disadvan-
tages the approaching wet season may be expected
to complete our destruetion. I myself from severe
indisposition am at present able to render little or
no assistance to the sick; the stock of medicines
brought from England is now nearly expended
without any prospect of obtaining another supply.
Under these cireumstances I trust you will see the
necessity of facilitating our immediate removal.

“T am, ete.,
“Jamres Doveras, Surgeon.”’
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a threatening mnorther; mnevertheless, when Colonel
Hall went to Cape Gracios a Dios he succeeded in
persuading Captain Hitcheock to part with medical
stores only, and he refused to return to the settle-
ment, He had evidently become persuaded of the
hopelessness of the venture and uncertainty of being
paid.

The date of the Spanish settlement, whose de-
struction the King described to my father, corre-
sponds closely with the date of the surrender of the
coast by Great Britain to Spain, and the buildings
were probably those of the earlier British settlers.

There was not a little newspaper criticism of the
Poyais scheme after its failure. The Scots Maga-
zine of September, 1823 (page 324), contains an
article on the credulity of mankind as illustrated by
the fate of the Poyais emigrants. The writer says:
““The emigrants had been informed that they would
find a settlement established. They found three
miserable huts, inhabited by three or four Ameri-
cans.”” He adds that ‘‘MeGregor’s agent attempted
to contradiet the truth of their accounts, and several
advertisements were published with the wview of
keeping up the hoax.”’

Sir Gregor MeGregor continued to maintain the
farce of being the ruler of a prineipality, for in
1836 he composed a constitution, which he dedicated
““To the Inhabitants of Poyaisia and other distriets
of the Territory of the Mosquito Shore.”” In it he
styles himself their ‘‘sincere friend and fellow eiti-
zen.”” It commences: ‘‘“We, the representatives of
the Freemen of the Mosquito Territory, in General
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