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which is so necessary in a colliery district. There are no baths at
the coal pits, and no public baths or washhouses in the district.

As to quality—the smaller sources of supply are liable to pollu-
fion. The outbreak of enteric fever at Onllwyn in 1908, which
comprised 26 cases, was due to the use of water from old mine
workings which had become polluted by surface soakage. The
water from the private wells is of unsatisfactory quality, usually
extremely hard, and in some instances liable to pollution by soak-
age from adjoining cesspools. In some instances analyses of the
water of these wells have been made, but usually when pollution
oceurs the guality of the water becomes so bad that it is
undrinkable.

By the Ystradfellte Water Aet, 1902, the rural district council
obtained powers to construct reservoirs in the parish of Ystrad-
fellte and other places, to colleet water from an area of 2,240 acres
of moorland on the Breconshire Beacons, and to supply the whole
of their district. They have also power to supply the Boroughs
of Neath and Aberavon and the urban district of Briton Ferry.
The works are now well advanced, and it is expected that water
will be supplied from this source during the next twelve months.
At present, owing to the insutliciency of water supplies, sanitary
progress in the district is greatly impeded.

Sewerage.—There are sewers at Skewen and Melinerythan, the
sewage in each instance passing untreated to the tidal River Neath.
In the rest of the rural district, with one exception, there is no
systematic sewerage. At Banwen Colliery, where the proprietor
has sewered a street of 50 houses, the sewage discharges to a
septic tank the effluent from which passes through filters of elinker.
The final effluent from these works appeared good, and these are
the only satisfactory sewage works in operation in the district.
The village of Seven Sisters has also been sewered by the same
individual, who has erected large filters for sewage disposal which
are not vet in operation, and has handed the whole over to the
distriet council who are now commencing to require house drains
to be connected to the new sewers. At Resolven some years ago
sole sewers were lald and small filters constructed, but these
are now disused. In the greater part of the district liguid refuse
escapes into streams, ditches or roadside channels, or after running
in surface channels for some distance soaks away into the subsoil.
Upwards of £34,276 has been borrowed for works of sewerage,
but a great deal of such work still remains to be done.

In the case of newly built houses cesspools are provided where
there are no sewers, and in many populous places nearly all the
houses drain to cesspools. The cesspools are situate at the backs
of the houses in the vards. They are constructed of pieces of
stone and allow the liguid filth to soak away into the ground.
Cesspools are never emptied unless, as sometimes happens, one
becomes watertight and sewage lows back through the house drains,
or escapes on the surface, causing nuisance. The occupier has
then to empty the cesspool; there is no scavenging of cesspools
by the distriet council.

House Drainage.~This is often absent or defective in the older
houses. In the newly built houses it is usually satisfactory, the




























