Dr. R. Deane Sweeting's report to the Local Government Board on the
sanitary circumstances and administration of the Bedford Rural District.

Contributors

Sweeting, R. Deane.
Great Britain. Local Government Board.

Publication/Creation
London : H.M.S.0., 1911 ([London] : Darling & Son.)

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/crftSehf

License and attribution

The copyright of this item has not been evaluated. Please refer to the original
publisher/creator of this item for more information. You are free to use this
item in any way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights
legislation that applies to your use.

See rightsstatements.org for more information.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://rightsstatements.org/page/CNE/1.0/?language=en
















4

and one demolished under this Act. And Ma,]ur Norton, one of
the Board’s Engineering Inspectors, held an inquiry on April 18th
of this year into an application of the Council to borrow £1,100
for the purposes of a scheme under Part I11. nf the Housing of
the Working Classes Act, 1890, for the provision of cottages for
persons of the working classea in the parish of Sharnbrook.*

The number of new houses erected has increased from 42 in 1909
to 50 in 1910.

The bye-laws relating to new streets and buildings were sanc-
tioned in 1898, and are now undergoing revision.

Water Supply.—The principal public supply to the dm—
trict is that of the Biggleswade Water Board, derived from a well
175 feet deep in the lower greensand beneath the gault, about
2} miles south of Biggleswade town. The water is pumped from
this well to a reservoir holding 1} million gallons at Topler’s Hill,
a mile south of Biggleswade, passing thence to a tank r-untammg
78,300 gallons, whenece it descends by gravitation to taps and
standpipes. The water of the well has been favourably reported
upon by the late Dr. Stevenson and by local analysts.

Sanction to loans for the use of this water has been granted by
the Board, viz., to Cardington Parish for £800 in December, 1906 ;
to Elstow Parish for £600 at the same time, and for £35 excess
1 January, 1908 ; to Goldington Parish for £4,524 in July, 1910,
and to Renhold Parish for £1,276 at the same time. The schemes
for the two latter parishes are in course of being carried out.
Cardington and Elstow are now supplied with Biggleswade water
from the Water Board’s mains which pass through Kempston
Urban District. This district also has the Board’s sanction to
supply Cople and Eastcots, but this has not yet been done. In
addition, some parts of Eastcote Parish, viz., at Harrowden, are
privately supplied by landlords with this Biggleswade water.
Another public supply is at Biddenham Parish, where a few villa
residences have the Bedford borough mains extended to them.
Lastly, Wymington is within the statutory limits of supply of the
Higham Ferrers and Rushden Water Board, and is supplied at
present from this source. There is provision in the Act for ex-
tending this supply to Poddington. The other sources of supply
comprise wells, shallow, ** dip ’* and deep, pond-water and rain-
water. Shallow wells still constitute the major part of the supply
of the district; they are usually dry-steined, some 6 feet to 8 feet
deep, and generally fitted with pumps, though some are dipped by
buckets. They are exposed to manifold sources of pollution ; some
are fed by filthy ponds. Unsatisfactory shallow wells abound in
parishes such as Barford and Cople, where the Biggleswade water
mains are available. At New Fenlake, in Eastcots Parish, the
wells are sunk in the gravel subsoil, and one usunally serves from
two to five houses. They are exposed to contamination from leak-
ing drains and pervious cesspools (see later, p. 6). The * dip
wells *’ are usually roadside surface water receptacles, though a

* The Board's consideration of this %plmahun was deferred until
certain suggested alterations in the design -Jf the nntt-agm have been considered
by the Council. Sanction has now been promised
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Notification of infectious disease is promptly made to the
medical officer of health, who arranges to receive it by wire from
many practitioners, so that cases can be removed to hospital the
same day. Directly a notification is received the medical officer
of health informs the inspector of nuisances, who makes arrange-
ments tor removal and accompanies the patient to hospital. After
removal the infected house is at once disinfected by the inspector
of nuisances with formic aldehyde vapour; woodwork is some-
times washed down and walls stripped. The infected clothing and
bedding are taken up to the fever hospital for treatment in the
steam disinfector there. The inspector of nuisances disinfects
dwellings after puerperal fever and erysipelas, and schoolrooms
after measles and whooping cough. Houses, where there has been
fatal phthisis, are also gratuitously disinfected. In 1909, 18 rooms
in such houses were so treated. There have been only four noti-
fications of phthisis under the recent Order as to Poor Law
patients, three by the medical officer of health himself and one
by another practitioner. Printed advice for consumptives is left
at invaded houses by the sanitary staft.

There are two hospitals for isolating infectious diseases, viz., for
fevers in Oakley Parish, near the village of Clapham, about three
miles from the borough of Bedford, and for small-pox in the parish
of Milton Ernest.

The Oakley *‘ fever hospital ”’ for 18 beds was erected after
loans of £7,300 in 1900 and £2,200 in 1901 had been sanctioned
by the Board after public inguiry. The cost per bed was, there-
fore, £528. The accommodation consists of an administration
block, a scarlet fever block of two wards (six and four beds re-
spectively), a diphtheria block of four two-bedded wards, laundry
block, disinfecting block, discharging rooms, ambulance shed, and
mortuary. A temporary building of match-board and corrugated
iron on brick piers laid in concrete was erected out of current rates
for eight beds in two wards during the Geldington diphtheria
epidemic of 1908. This was empty at my visit. I made a careful
inspection of this hospital, and discovered several matters in which
its administration is open to serious criticism. The chief point is
the inadequacy of the sleeping accommodation for the pre-
sent nursing staff of the hospital as extended, and the
faulty arrangements made to compensate for this. The female
staff consisted, at my visit, of the matron, three charge nurses,
and four housemaids. Tor these there are only five bedrooms in
the administration block, which are supposed to be reserved,
respectively, for the matron, three housemaids, one house-
maid, and a single room each for two nurses. One nurse was
sleeping in one of the scarlet fever wards. This was ostensibly in
order to be near to a patient who was severely ill. But I learnt
that this nurse habitually sleeps in the duty room of this scarlet
fever block. Again, in the diphtheria block—two wards only of
which were occupied—there was a nurse sleeping in each ward.
So that, as a matter of fact, none of the three hospital nurses were
sleeping in the administration block at all, though two bedrooms
were reserved for them there. There is need both of inerease in
the nursing staff and of more sleeping accommodation for them in
the administration block; it is altogether inexcusable that they
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In coneluding this report, I desire to cordially recognise the help

afforded me during my inquiry by the officers of the council.
Although defects were found, on which the following recom-
mendations are made, it is right to state that this district council
has shown commendable activity in sanitary administration.
The officials are zealous and energetic; the council have pro-
vided a hospital for infectious diseases in which, in spite of
certain defects mentioned above, during eight years about 81 per
cent. of the total notified cases of scarlet fever and 83 per cent.
of the corresponding cases of diphtheria have been isolated. The
council are proposing to erect houses for the working classes
under Part II1. of the Housing Act, 1800 ; and systematic efforts
are being made to convert privies and middens into pail closets.

RECOMMENDATIONS,

The following are the chief sanitary requirements of the
district : —

1. All suspicious sources of water supply, such as shallow wells,
dip wells, and badly constructed deep wells should be, as far as
posible, protected from pollution. Where this is not possible
wholesome sources should be substituted. Where pond-water and

rain-water are obliged to be used they should always be filtered,

The water supply to Stagsden, Ravensden, Keysoe, Thurleigh, and
New Fenlake ( Eastcots Parish) is in urgent need of improvement.
The Biggleswade water should be extended, as soon as practicable,
to Great Barford, Roxton, Wilhampstead, Cople, and to other
parts of Eastcots Parish.

The Bedford Borough mains should, if possible, be extended to
glaghham, Bromham, and to further portions of the Biddenham

arish,

Similarly the Higham Ferrers and Rushden Water Board mains
should be extended from Wymington to Poddington.

2. Expert engineering advice should be sought as to the feasi-
bility of sewering some of the larger villages which are at present
unsewered, such as Sharnbrook, Goldington, Harrold, Bidden-
ham, Clapham, and Elstow. The question of extending the Bed-
ford Borough sewers to the latter three parishes should receive
attention at the hands of the counecil. No delay should ensue in
dealing with New Fenlake (Eastcots Parish).

Sewage disposal needs 1mprovement at Wootton, Poddington,
Sharnbrook, and Turvey, and more adequate sewer ventilation is
required at Wymington.

House drainage needs amelioration in many parts of the dis-
trict, and more attention should be paid to it.

The present pollution of the River Ouse and its contributory

streams should be minimised as far as possible, pending improve-.

ments in sewerage and house drainage throughout the district.

8. In converting privies into pail closets, care should be taken
that there should be provided means for admixture of dried earth
or similar absorbent substance with the contents of the pails,

4. The rural distriet council should themselves undertake the
scavenging of house refnse in Wymington. They should fully
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